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1. INTRODUCTION 

The National Policy on Education 1986, as amended in 1992, has been the guiding 

document fo  the policies of the Cent al Gove nment in the education secto . The 

National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986, which was modified in 1992 envisages, inte  

alia , a National System of Education to b ing about unifo mity in education, making 

adult education p og ammes a mass movement, p oviding unive sal access, ensu ing 

 etention and imp oving quality in elementa y education, special emphasis on education 

of gi ls, establishment of pace-setting schools, like Navodaya Vidyalayas in each dist ict, 

vocationalisation of seconda y education, synthesis of knowledge and inte -disciplina y 

 esea ch in highe  education, sta ting mo e Open Unive sities in the States, 

st engthening of the All India Council of Technical Education, encou aging spo ts, 

physical education, Yoga and adoption of an effective evaluation method. 

The Gove nment has initiated the p ocess of fo mulating a New Education Policy 

to meet the changing dynamics of the population’s  equi ement with  ega d to quality 

education, innovation and  esea ch, aiming to make India a knowledge supe powe  by 

equipping its students with the necessa y skills and knowledge and to eliminate the 

sho tage of manpowe  in science, technology, academics and indust y. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF GRASSROOTS CONSULTATIVE PROCESS 

The objective of the consultation p ocess is to ensu e that an inclusive, 

pa ticipato y and holistic app oach is unde taken, which takes into conside ation 

expe t opinions, field expe iences, empi ical  esea ch, stakeholde  feedback, as well 

as lessons lea ned f om best p actices. T aditionally, p evious Commissions fo  

d iving Education Policy have unde taken a common app oach which included the 

following: 

• Top down app oach based on setting up expe t task fo ce, wo king g oups 

and/o  sub-committees. 

• Each g oup was based on a thematic topic. 
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• Recommendations we e made based on field visits, discussions, 

confe ences/wo kshops, inte views, limited citizen out each, special studies, 

meetings with constitutional leade s and elected officials. 

• The consultation p ocess involved multiple stakeholde s including 

gove nment, academia, indust y, expe ts and media. 

• The consultation time taken va ied f om six months to th ee yea s. 

While past consultative p ocesses have been extensive, they have taken a top-down 

app oach, depending on limited feedback f om field wo ke s and stakeholde s on the 

g ound who a e  esponsible implementing the Education Policy. Fu the , they have 

been thematic based, with discussions being held in silos. 

3. THEMES IDENTIFIED FOR CONSULTATIONS 

In all, 33 themes (13 themes on School Education and 20 themes on Highe  

Education) have been identified fo  the consultations. These a e listed below: 

3.1 Themes of School Education 

1. Ensu ing Lea ning Outcomes in Elementa y Education 

2. Extending out each of Seconda y and Senio  Seconda y Education 

3. St engthening of Vocational Education 

4. Refo ming School Examination Systems 

5. Revamping Teache  Education fo  Quality Teache s 

6. Accele ating  u al lite acy with special emphasis on Women, SCs, STs & 

Mino ities th ough Adult Education and National Open Schooling Systems 

7. P omotion of Info mation and Communication Technology systems in school 

and adult education 
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8. New Knowledge, pedagogies and app oaches fo  teaching of Science, Maths 

and Technology in School Education to imp ove lea ning outcomes of 

Students. 

9. Schools standa ds, School assessment and School Management systems. 

10.Enabling Inclusive Education – education of SCs, STs, Mino ities and child en 

with special needs. 

11.P omotion of Languages. 

12.Comp ehensive Education – Ethics, Physical Education, A ts & C afts, Life 

Skills. 

13.Focus on Child Health 

3.2 Themes of Higher Education 

1. Gove nance  efo ms fo  quality in Highe  Education 

2. Ranking of Highe  Education institutions and acc editations 

3. Imp oving the quality of  egulation 

4. Pace setting  oles of cent al institutions 

5. Imp oving State public unive sities 

6. Integ ating skill development in highe  education 

7. P omoting online cou ses 

8. Oppo tunities fo  technology enabled lea ning 

9. Add essing  egional dispa ity 

10.B idging gende  and social gaps 

11.Linking highe  education to society 

12.Developing the best teache s 
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13.Sustaining student suppo t systems in Highe  Education 

14.P omote cultu al integ ation th ough language 

15.Meaningful pa tne ship with the p ivate secto  

16.Financing highe  education 

17.Inte nationalisation of highe  education 

18.Engagement with indust y to link education to employability 

19.P omoting  esea ch and innovation 

20.New knowledge 

4. TIMELINES FOR THE CONSULTATION PROCESS AT VARIOUS LEVELS 

Consultation p ocess will be th ee p onged as follows: (i) Consultation f om village/ 

g ass oots level up to State level, (ii) Online consultations and (iii) Thematic 

Consultations including Zonal and National level Consultations. The details of these 

stages a e stated below: 

4.1 Consultation from village/ grassroots level up to State level 

G am Panchayat: 

Ap il- May, 2015 

• Village Education Committee ac oss all 2.5 lakh G am 

Panchayat to meet (if possible, on a single day) to delibe ate 

and p ovide inputs. 

• Stakeholde s: Village Education Committee (VEC)+ School 

Management Committees (SMCs). SMC’s can be  ep esented 

by Chai man, Sec eta y, Rep esentatives of social 

g oups/weake  sections 

• Othe  stakeholde s, like chai pe sons/ membe s, etc. of 

School Management Committees, to be invited fo  the 

meeting. 

  



 

 

 

        

         

           

         

  

          

           

          

        

          

       

      

          

    

       

  

   

    

       

     

         

           

 

        

       

         

         

         

           

           

          

       

 

• App ox. 2.5 lakh meetings to be held. 

• To be p ovided with themes and  elevant questions 

• Resolutions to be uploaded on MyGov using identity fo  each 

Panchayat (could be at village/ block/ dist ict level depending 

on inf ast uctu e) 

• Recommendations of village level will be uploaded at the 

MyGov po tal fo  which necessa y steps have to be taken by 

the MyGov team, including c eation of ids fo  each village 

and dissemination of info mation th ough DIOs. Uploading of 

ent ies fo  consultation  esolutions could be made at Block o  

Dist ict headqua te s depending on accessibility to the 

inte net at the G am Panchayat level 

• Theme-wise collation by MyGov; Ent y fo ms with wo d limit 

will help in collation. 

• Sepa ate identity will help t acking defaulte s 

Block: 

June- July, 2015 

• App ox 6600 meetings 

• Stakeholde s : Block Education Committee + ep esentatives 

of u ban local bodies 

• To be p ovided with themes and  elevant questions 

• To discuss  esolutions of village levels and also add ess f esh 

issues 

• Block Education Committee to hold meetings with 

stakeholde s to compile and evaluate the  ecommendations 

made by the va ious Village Education Committees in the 

block as well as give its views. 

• Each Block will summa ise its suggestions and inputs. 

• The e will be 6600 Block level base documents afte  app ox. 

6600 meetings to be held which will be uploaded on MyGov. 

Uploading of ent ies could di ectly be made at Block o  

Dist ict headqua te s depending on accessibility to the 

inte net. 
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U ban Local 

Bodies 

June- July, 2015 

• App ox 3700 meetings 

• Stakeholde s : Rep esentatives of u ban local bodies and 

stakeholde s / elected Municipal Councillo s 

• Municipal/ Met o Co po ations can be invited as p oblems of 

educational facilities in u ban a eas need to be add essed. 

• To be p ovided with themes and  elevant questions 

• Resolutions to be uploaded on MyGov 

• To be agg egated at the State level 

Dist ict: • App ox 676 meetings 

August, 2015 • Stakeholde s : Zilla Pa ishad +Dist ict Education Committee, 

Dist. Education Office ,  ep esentatives of u ban 

administ ation, p incipals /Head Maste s of select Colleges/ 

Seconda y and senio  seconda y schools, DIETs, few BEOs, 

School inspecto s, Adult Education Dept. 

• To be p ovided with themes and  elevant questions 

• The Dist ict Collecto / Magist ate along with the local MP/ 

MLA to hold a multi-stakeholde  consultation wo kshops. 

• At the Dist ict level,  ecommendations made by Block level 

teams as well as new issues eme ging at this level to be 

inco po ated into a consolidated document of dist ict level 

 ecommendations. 

• The e will be 676 Dist ict level base documents afte  app ox. 

676 meetings to be held. 

• These will all be uploaded along with English t anslation on 

MyGov. 

State: • Each State/ UT to hold thematic, multi-stakeholde  

Sept., 2015  oundtable meetings (app ox. 3 pe  state) to delibe ate the 

dist ict level base documents. 

• The State Teams will synthesise  ecommendations made in 

dist ict  epo ts and include f esh issues/ themes coming up at 

the State level and p ovide a State level outcome document. 
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• The e will 36 State/UT level outcome documents which will 

be uploaded, along with English t anslation, on MyGov. 

• App ox. 100 meetings to be held. 

4.2 Online consultations 

Process & Timelines Methodolog  

1. New Education Policy will be 

included as a thematic g oup 

on the GOI po tal of 

www.mygov.in 

2. In addition, MyGov p oposes to 

have dist ict level g oups also 

3. All individuals can pa ticipate 

by logging in to www.mygov.in 

4. It is p oposed to  emain open 

f om 26th Janua y, 2015 to 30th 

Ap il, 2015. 

1. On each of the identified themes, a 

backg ounde  will be p ovided by MHRD 

giving b ief info mation (about 100-150 

wo ds) on the thematic a ea. A link will be 

p ovided on each theme which will take 

use s to a detailed int oduction of the theme, 

followed by a set of questions to enable a 

st uctu ed discussion and ensu e 

comp ehensive cove age on the topic. 

2. Nodal office s fo  each theme will be 

mode ato s fo  the thematic discussions on 

MyGov. They will be mainly  esponsible to 

keep the discussions on t ack. 

3. The Dist ict Info mation Office  (DIO) 

should be the mode ato  fo  the dist ict 

g oups. 

4. 3. Regional/ Zonal Consultations 

(a) 6 (six) Regional / Zonal consultations will be o ganized by the nodal office s, 

to be identified f om amongst the bu eau heads, with the help of autonomous 

o ganizations of MHRD. 

••No the n Zone: Ha yana, Himachal P adesh, Jammu & Kashmi , Punjab, 

Rajasthan, Delhi and Chandiga h. 

••Cent al Zone: Chhattisga h, Utta akhand, Utta  P adesh and Madhya P adesh; 

••Easte n Zone: Biha , Jha khand, Odisha and West Bengal; 
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••Weste n Zone: Goa, Guja at, Maha asht a, Daman & Diu and Dad a & Naga  

Haveli 

••Southe n Zone: Andaman & Nicoba , Andh a P adesh, Telengana, Ka nataka, 

Ke ala, Lakshadweep, Tamil Nadu and Puduche  y. 

••No th Easte n Zone: Assam , A unachal P adesh, Manipu , T ipu a ,Mizo am, 

Meghalaya, Nagaland and Sikkim 

(b) Discussions will be held 

• on majo   ecommendations unde  each theme; 

•  ecommendations of all State level outcome pape s; and 

•  egion specific issues on the thematic a eas fo  discussions. 

(b) At the end of Regional Consultations, a consolidated Status Note will be 

p epa ed which will inco po ate  ecommendations of State level consultations, and 

discussions on thematic a eas and on  egional issues. At the end of the Regional 

Consultations, the e will be six consolidated status Notes on each thematic a ea. 

4.4 Thematic Consultations: 

(a) Bu eau Heads of MHRD will hold consultations with stakeholde s and expe ts 

on each theme in which he/she is the  esponsibility Cent e. Assistance of 

autonomous bodies of MHRD (e.g., NCTE, NUEPA, NCERT, AICTE, UGC) will 

be taken fo  o ganizing these thematic discussions. 

(b) Invitees to these Meetings/Wo kshops must include such individuals and 

institutional  ep esentatives who unde stand the existing schemes/ 

mechanisms and will suggest the  oad map ahead fo  the theme. 

4.5. National level Consultations with stake-holders groups - Meetings 

will be held at national level on the Thematic Status Notes of six Zones. All 

stakeholde  g oups, including  elevant GOI Minist ies, will be pa t of national level 

discussions. The Thematic notes will be synthesised into a single consolidated 

Consultation Document to be placed befo e National Education Policy Task Fo ce 

(NEPTF) fo  conside ation. The NEP Task Fo ce unde  the Chai manship of AS(TE), 
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••

••

••

••

••

MHRD has been set up to monito  the p og ess of the consultation p ocess f om 

time to time . Afte  delibe ations on the Consultation Document in the NEPTF, 

Consultation Document to be given the shape of D aft National Education Policy, 

2015. The D aft National Education Policy, 2015 will be placed fo  conside ation of 

the Cent al Adviso y Boa d on Education (CABE). 

5. WHAT IS EXPECTED OF THE STATE/ UT ADMINISTRATION 

••Identif  two Nodal Officers, one each for School Education and 

Higher Education, in each State/ UT 

••Conduct consultation meeting as per suggested timelines: 

Village Education Committee +Stakeholde s: Ap il- May, 2015 

Block Education Committee+ Stakeholde s: June-July, 2015 

U ban Local Bodies+ Stakeholde s: June-July, 2015 

Dist ict Panchayat+ Stakeholde s: August, 2015 

State: Septembe , 2015 

••Hold Meetings in April to disseminate information 

••At State level fo  Dist ict level officials /  ep esentatives 

••At dist ict level fo  Block level officials /  ep esentatives 

••At Block level fo  Village level officials/  ep esentatives 

••Upload village, Block, ULB, District and State level resolutions on 

M Gov portal with the help of State Info mation Office s as pe  p ocedu es 

of MyGov Po tal. Technical P esentation of MyGov is at Annexu e I. Sepa ate 

inst uction booklet/ manual will be p ovided by MyGov team. 

6. What MHRD will provide: 
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1. A questionnai e template cove ing the 33 themes cove ing School Education 

and Highe  Education giving set of questions fo  discussions at village, block, 

dist ict and state is Annexu e II. 

2. List of Nodal Office s f om MHRD f om both the Depa tments of School and 

Highe  Education to ove see the consultation p ocess and coo dinate with 

thei   espective counte pa ts in the States. The list of Nodal Office s of MHRD 

with thei  contact details is at Annexu e III. 

3. Detailed w ite-up on the 33 themes cove ing School Education and Highe  

Education is at Annexu e IV. 

************ 
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