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Covid-19:;
Online classes
and the digital

divide

Abhiroop Mukhopadhyay o

A_S[ the Covid-19 infections rise in
ndia, there is justified pressure to
keep universities closed. Online teach-
ing is something many institutions are
contemplating, but do the Indian stu-
dents have the network bandwidth for
online learning? In this post, Abhiroop
Mukhopadhyay argues that internet
access at home is pitifully low in India,
with ‘day scholar’ students, particularly
those whose households belong to rural
India, having the worst home internet
access problems. Online teaching is
therefore a non-starter for most insti-
tutes.

The fear of Covid-19 outbreak has
shut down schools and universities in
India. Online teaching is something
many institutions are contemplating,
but do the Indian students have the
bandwidth for online learning? Prelim-
inary data analysis indicates that online
teaching is a non-starter for most stu-
dents and institutions in India!

‘Don’t worry, Zoom into their lives

@@
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with online classes!” This has been the
war cry of many a university during the
current lockdown. Most Deans look
hopefully at an online solution to the
unexpected advent of Covid-19. The
thought that nags all is that while it
would be fairly easy to connect to one
set of students, reaching others through
the internet would be tough. Then, not
only would pedagogy be compromised,
but the inequity in terms of what one
can deliver to students becomes glaring:
a digital divide that is evident in teach-
ing resources that a student has access
to. That many public institutions have
not even tried the online option point
to such problems is becoming a source
of real worry to administrators.

The matter is not so clear cut:
while inequality of access to anything
is ubiquitous in India, most students
who reach tertiary institutions in India
are likely to be a selected group of peo-
ple, often the most privileged among
their respective social groups. Perhaps
it is possible to reach these students
through the internet. But what are the
facts?

Difference between at-home and
in-general access to internet

According to data collected by the
National Sample Survey as a part of

the Survey on Education (2014), only
27% of households in India have some

member with access to internet. Access

to internet does not necessarily mean
that a household actually has inter-
net at home. In fact, only half of the
households (47%) that have any access
to internet own a computing device
(including a smartphone). While direct
estimates on how many houscholds
have internet access at home are hard
to get, one can make a rough estimate
by assuming that those who have in-
ternet at home report some internet
access in general, and report possession
of a device that can be used to go on
the web. Using this definition, only
12.5% of the households of students
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in India have internet access at home.
There is an urban-rural divide: 27%
have access in urban areas and only 5%

in rural areas. Given the current crises,
this does not auger well for holding on-
line classes for students who have gone
back home. It is perhaps this view that
makes people apprehensive about on-
line classes.

The distinction between home and
in-general access to internet is import-
ant during these times. The gap opens
up starkly for some states of India.
While 51% of rural households in Ker-
ala have access to the internet through
a myriad of sources, only 23% of rural
households have access at home; the
difference is even starker for states like
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Andhra Pradesh where 30% of rural
households in Andhra Pradesh have ac-
cess to internet but only 2% are likely
to have access at home. In states like
West Bengal and Bihar, which tradi-
tionally have a large number of migrant
students, only 7-8% of rural house-
holds have any to access to internet; the
proportion that have access at home
being a miniscule number. Differ-
ences in internet access among urban
households across states of India are
less stark; however, that internet access
at home can still be serious constraint
among urban households is apparent as
states like Bihar and West Bengal have
only 18 and 21% (respectively) of ur-
ban households who can access the web

L%

Online classes

at home.

As pointed out above, an argument
can be made that students in tertiary
education are a selected group, hence
their connectivity at home may be
much better. Around 85% of children
who belong to urban households and
study in universities have access to the
internet, but only 41% are likely to
have access at home; among children
from rural households, there is internet
access at home for only 28% of them.
Such low access is a big worry as 55%
of children studying in universities are
from rural households. Thus online
teaching to such children through the
internet would rule out teaching to a
large proportion of children in rural

B ®
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India.

Many universities and institutes
in this country have residential pro-
grammes. Almost 5 million students —
constituting 15% of all university-level
students — live away from their homes.
A substantial chunk of them (55%)
are from rural households. The cur-
rent crisis has meant that hostels have
been evacuated and students have been
asked to go back home. These students
are one of the primary prospective re-
cipients of online teaching. These stu-
dents are indeed a more selected lot
but almost 48% of them do not have
internet access at home. Only 42% of
students who reside in rural areas have
home access to the web, while 69% of
such students who reside in urban areas
can get online from home.

Reason for low home internet ac-
cess

Among rural households, the prob-
lem seems to be ownership of devices
as more than half of the households
of such children do not own a smart-

W
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phone or computer. This problem is

less severe among urban households, as
71% of such households do own devic-
es, so the constraint there comes from
access to an internet connection.

The higher home internet access for
students who stay in hostels relative to
the overall access among all university
students (reported above), imply that
the group that in fact has the worst
home internet access problems are
‘day scholar’ students, especially those
whose households belong to rural In-
dia. How does one connect to such day
scholars? While it is not clear wheth-
er they travel to cities for studying, at
least 30% of such people with no home
internet access in rural areas study in
institutions that are more than 5 km
away from their homes.

What needs to be done if universi-
ties remain closed for long?

To conclude,
home is pitifully low in India. This is
a combination of low internet coverage
in India as well as the fact that many

internet access at

households do not own smartphones
that can get them on the internet. As
the Covid-19 infections rise in India,
and there is justified pressure to keep
universities closed, one must be mind-
ful of these numbers when suggesting
online teaching. While the long-term
strategies may involve increasing eth-
ernet connectivity, or subsidising data
on mobiles, it would seem that device
ownership is as much a worry, espe-
cially for children coming from rural
places. If universities remain closed
for a long time, it is important for the
universities to subsidise cheap smart-
phones for students to get on with the
business of teaching. This is in addition
to any subsidies that need to be paid
for bandwidth (assuming that it is a
surmountable problem). Without such
help, online teaching is a non-starter
for most institutes of India.

Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi
Centre
abhiroop@isid.ac.in
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World Book and
Copyrlght Day

Dr. Shivani Kaushlk

ooks are our best friends.

We learn a lot from them.
Books have the unique
ability both to entertain H
and to teach. Good books <)
tone up our in-
tellectual
They
our ignorance and
add to our knowl-
edge. They enrich
our experience and
sharpen our intel-
lect. 23rd April is
celebrated as
World  Book
and Copyright
Day, also known
as World Book Day
by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) to promote reading, pub-
lishing and copyright. The first World
Book Day was celebrated in 1995. This
date, 23rd April, was decided by UNE-
SCO as it is the anniversary of death of
great writers like Miguel de Cervantes,
William Shakespeare and Inca Gar-
cilasco de la Vega.

World Book and Copyright Day is
celebrated worldwide to recognise the
scope of books as a link between the past
and the future, along with being a cul-
tural and generational bridge. The day

taste.
remove

has become a platform for people across
the globe, especially the stakeholders of

the literary world including authors,
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pub-

lishers,
teachers, librarians, public and private
institutions, NGOs and the mass media
to come together to promote literacy
and help everyone get access to educa-
tional resources. Each year, UNESCO
and other international organizations
representing the three major sectors of
the book industry - publishers, book-
sellers and libraries, select the World
Book Capital for a one-year period, ef-
fective from 23rd April each year. The
city of Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia was
selected as the World Book Capital for
2020 because of the strong focus on in-
clusive education, the development of
a knowledge-based society and acces-

sible reading for all parts of the city’s

population. With the slogan- Caring
through reading- the program focuses
on four themes: reading in
all its forms, development
of the book industry, in-
frastructure, inclusiveness
and digital accessibility
and empowerment of
children through read-
ing.
Numerous
are organized on this
day every year but
in 2020, due to the
COVID-19 virus, the
events are cancelled.
The educational in-
stitutions are closed
and the people are
staying at home. It
is the time when
the power of books
can be used to its
maximum advantage to combat isola-
tion, expand horizons and creativity.
It is a time to help children grow as

events

readers. A lot of good books are avail-
able on the internet. The Central and
State Governments are also putting in
a lot of efforts to make their books and
content available online for students.
The teachers are also sharing their lec-
tures and other resource material with
students through the internet. We all
must maintain a positive attitude in
this difficult time which can be done
only with the help of books.
Subject Expert
SCERT Haryana

Source: €Nn.unesco.org
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Staying home
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STAYCATION

“ Going nowhere, staying home is the grand adventure that
adds meaning to everything else”

Smt. RUPAM JHA |

We all have fond memories of va-
cations. As children we would
yearn for summer holidays as it would
give us a chance to visit our grandpar-
ents in their native village or home-

towns. What with luscious mangoes,
litchis, watermelons and musk melons
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and of course meeting our cousins. So-
ciety progressed and villages and home-
towns were replaced by British built
hill stations, adventure sports and ex-
otic resorts. Foreign shores have always
been special for the Indian traveler and
the next new holiday destination was
that.

But in this rigmarole of travel and
sightseeing what hid behind the clos-
et was the charm of staying at home.
Bringing that charm back to us is the
word Staycation, when you stay back at
home for your destination holiday.

Oh how I long for the old world
charm of staying at home. There is cre-
ativity in me just bursting to come out.
Where is my easel? My paint brushes
want to tango on the canvas. The myr-
iad hues which I have captured in my
mind during my wanderlust of travel
are being reflected on my paintings.
I cannot contain my creativity to the
canvas alone, there are glass panes, even
walls and of course tee shirts and mugs
to be painted. Plus best out of waste
activities like painting old jars to make
them into flower vases.
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In this epoch and era, can technolo-
gy not be by our side. Online classes on
how to play the guitar or some dance
steps can be learnt. Hey! Wait, exer-
cise and blood circulation is important
so let us sign up for some yoga, some
zumba. Make videos of the same with
yourselves as the star performers, share
with friends. They will thank you for
innovative ideas of the exercise regime.

Let’s play Scrabble on the internet.
This way, we not only enhance our
communication skills, language skills
but we are also able to connect with
friends. Ludo, an all time favourite can
also be played. All this without ventur-
ing out in the heat. A web party can
follow, I am sipping my homemade
lemonade but I see my friend is gulping
down cold coffee.

Culinary skills have remained unex-
plored so far. Wait, do not order in, just
DIY( do it yourself) . Seeking solace in
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YouTube, one looks up an easy way to
toss up pasta. A smoothie accompanies
it. Sprouts too are a healthy option and
not difficult at all. But it sure requires
patience. Grandma’s recipes and slow
cooking is next on the anvil. The di-
lemma follows, can I do it or not . Hey!
Wait a second; I am granny’s favourite,
so I can doit.

Play safe, an inner voice tells me. I
do listen and make some lip smacking
aloochaat, I will let you into a dark
secret, Mom contributes in terms of
chutneys, whipping, churning and
allied ingredients. I do assemble and
plate up. Whew! That was a close
shave. Now I am back to baking and
preparing hung curd sandwiches.

Can anyone keep us away from the
outdoors, what to do? I know, we can

T et L
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try our hand at gardening. Herbs are
what are being talked of, so a herbal
garden it shall be. We can start with
basics such as aloevera, curry patta
and bryophyllum. Small offshoots of
the mother plant can be used. Wheat
grass, coriander and mint follow suit.
Wheat grains and coriander seeds are
used and so are sprigs of mint. Never
forget to water your green friends daily.
Cut an onion into six pieces and place

{";'.'J-L
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it in a jar, watch with amazement as
spring onions emerge. We add to our
vocabulary two new words, aeroponics
and hydroponics. Do use Google to
find out more about them.

Micro green is a fairly new and easy
concept in kitchen gardening. Use one
of the takeaway boxes, make a hole in
it, fill some soil and plant some edible
seeds. Keep it in a damp area of your
kitchen and see the greenery grow from
flax seeds, carrot and pumpkin seeds,
full of nutrients and waiting to be de-
voured by you.

A virtual library as a companion for
long, lazy afternoons. Concerts by in-
ternational and local singers, games on
Whatsapp, all go to fill our days in hu-
man company from the safe confines of
our homes.

All the above mentioned fun filled
activities have been suggested by ex-
perts to be part of the Lockdown
Dairies of students. This way they are
meaningfully engaged and learn along
the way.

“Reading gives us someplace to go
when we have to stay where we are”

Subject Expert

SCERT Haryana
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Mental Health Of Children
In Coronqvirus Lockdown

Poonam Yadav o

With schools shut due to the co-
rona virus pandemic, children
have seen their usual routines disrupt-
ed and are separated from their peer
groups.

There is no recreational outlet for
the children either. This has led many
of them to feel more cut off from their
friends and having no outlet to release
all their physical energy or just play.

Amongst the constant negative
news of the pandemic worldwide, we

@
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have been grappling with an increase
in the number of cases of anxiety, de-
pression, phobias and stress among the
youth. Children with existing mental
health concerns such as anxiety, panic
attacks, obsessive-compulsive disorder
or attention deficit hyperactivity disor-
der are more vulnerable to developing
new symptoms or worsening of existing
emotional or psychological concerns. \

WARNING SIGNALS OF MENTAL

HEALTH CONCERNS IN CHILDREN
Parents should be alert and recog-

nise the red flags or warning signals for

mental health concerns in their chil-

dren. They can be as follows-

e Persistent low or irritable moods

* Feeling overwhelmed all the time

with hypersensitivity or
spells.

Lack or loss of interest in almost ev-
erything.

crying

Persistent fearful
thoughts with helplessness, hope-

lessness or worthlessness

negative  or

Ruminating, obsessive thoughts,
images or feelings that cannot be
blocked which are disturbing in na-
ture.

Repetitive behaviour or rituals that
cannot be controlled

Anxiety symptoms with restlessness,
feeling on edge all the time, breath-
lessness, palpitations or nausea.
Changes in eating or sleeping pat-
terns with disturbed sleep or night-
mares.
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Lethargy, fatigue and inability to
concentrate and focus.

-Multiple somatic or physical symp-
toms with no real medical reasons,
such as headaches, backaches, dizzi-
ness, blurring of vision, joint pains
etc.

Social withdrawal and addiction to
screen time or social media.

HOW CAN WE HELP?

Parents can do much to support

children with mental health issues who
are more likely to suffer from the ef-
fects of the lockdown than others.

1.

Reassure children that this is a tem-
porary phase and that it is a beau-
tiful way to spend precious quality
time with their parents and family
members, who are otherwise busy
with office or work in general.

. Explain to them that social dis-

tancing is the best way to curb the
virus from spreading and affecting
people that they love. They need to
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understand that this is a worldwide
phenomenon that’s never happened
before and that everyone is in this
together around the globe.

. Establish the importance of collec-

tive responsibility at home. This
will help them feel that they are
doing something important and
meaningful for a larger outcome
and will not feel isolated or alone.

. Help them stay connected with fam-

ily members, relatives and friends
through various mediums such as
video calls, online chats, social me-
dia or simple telephonic conversa-
tions.

. Do ensure that screen time is re-

stricted and that they do not get
addicted to any form of television
watching, social media or gaming.

. Restrain and restrict disturbing news

through the TV, articles, WhatsApp
group and be mindful of the conver-
sations that we have around them

. Help them verbalise their fears and

2
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anxieties with regards to what is

happening so that all their doubts or

unrealistic, irrational thoughts are
negated and questions are logically
answered.

8. Set up a routine and schedule for
children at home for online school-
work, playtime, self-studies or rec-
reational activities such as board
games, music, screen time, hobbies
or cooking and other household
help.

9. Bring about creativity and humour
to make this difficult situation a
memorable and pleasant one for
them.

We’re all in this for the first time,
and we're all learning. You can let
your kids know that, with all honesty,
COVID-19 will not last forever. We
are all in this together.

Subject Expert
SCERT Haryana
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Cultivating Adaptability:
Pandemlc Coping Skill

CProgress is impossible without

change, and those who cannot
change their minds cannot change any-
thing”.— George Bernard Shaw

The Corona virus pandemic has
brought chaos to lives and economies
around the world. Especially Educa-
tion sector also has been affected a lot.
There are negative vibrations all over
the world due to this pandemic. Com-
plete Lockdown affected our normal
daily routine. We, in the first few weeks
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of lockdown were feeling low and tear-
ful. We had plenty of time to do any-
thing we want but we were surrounded
by boredom every time. We could not
imagine our life in this type of situa-
tion. All had a long list of questions in
mind. We all were so worried because
our life stopped with a back gear sud-
denly. This was normal adaptation
Phase. Nobody accept change easily.
It's human common nature. We for-
got that we are living in the era where
we have plenty of resources. It's just a
magic of our mind that could give sat-
isfaction in this terrible situation.
Now a days, we are doing all the
work from home, students have con-
tinued their studies from home. We are
experiencing a completely new mode
of work and learning new skills. Even
a number of organizations, colleges,
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and schools are conducting online competitions i.e.
Quiz, poster making, slogan writing, rangoli, essay
writing and many more to enhance students' skills.
Doordarshan retelecasted a number of old pro-
grammes i.e. Ramayan, Mahabharata, Shaktimaan
etc. for all age groups to learn moral values from
those serials.

Our hobbies changed with age, lifestyle or situa-
tion. After few weeks of lockdown, we realised, it's
the perfect time to take-up new hobbies as well as to
rediscover old hobbies that took a backseat due to
the paucity of time or lifestyle. In this time of social
distancing, we have enough time for the long lost
hobbies that can be painting, singing, dancing, in-
strument playing, cooking, book reading, gardening
etc. They can be your escape from boredom, stagna-
tion and stress. Recalling old memories by watching
wedding videos and albums are also a good option.
We have found ways to earn, to enjoy, to live well in
this situation. Grandparents are happy as they are
surrounded by their children and grand children all
the time. Ladies are learning new recipes from You-
Tube and busy in trying and sharing those dishes.
Working women feeling cheerful as they are spend-
ing quality time with their family. Students are also
feeling glad as there is no restriction to wake up ear-
ly and no bulky bags. They can do their homework
with their own schedule. Now we all completely
adapted this schedule. In fact, we have no spare time
to waste.

This lockdown taught us many lessons. But the
most important one is how to adjust even with the
worst situation and how to adapt new schedule com-
fortably. Change can come into our lives as a result
of a crisis, as a result of choice or just by chance. We
cannot avoid the situations. Life cannot stop for any
sake. The more we resist change the tougher our life
becomes. Now we adapted this lockdown situation
completed, but remember soon everything will be
fine and again we will face change. This change will
backerack our life to the normal situation. We will
again find hard to accept that change. So understand
this circle of nature and adapt to that situation too.
The earlier we adapt to the situation, the happier we
are. So be a real soldier of the nation just by spend-
ing quality Lockdown time at home.

<himanshujind@yahoo.com>
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I stand alone, on the dreary land,

Battling with my own fear,

Seeing happiness running away from the world,
With not a soul with joy or cheer

I stand alone, on the dreary land,
Knowing to myself, being fully aware,
This life of mine will come to an end,
And it’s nothing, but a nightmare

I stand alone, on the dreary land,
Imagining my wonderful past,
Now here I am, standing alone,
Seeing your cruelty, being aghast.

I stand alone, on the dreary land,
Where once I stood blissfully,
Where once I had dozen admirers,

Where once I stood with dignity

I stand alone, on the dreary land,
Where once wind floated nonchalantly,
Where once I had, my own friends,
And where rain poured endearingly.

I stand alone, on the dreary land,

Watching you, wistfully,

Coz you are the one, who made me friendless,
Who killed my companions viciously.

Oh humans! Open your eyes,

Look up to me and see

I am your lifeline and your only hope
Yes, I am a tree.

Shabih Fatima
VIII-A
Ahlcon Intl. School.
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The Magic of a Heartbeat

I gave you a gift
The secret of birth
The breath of life

To enjoy your time on Earth

The solid ground to hold you up

The soft grass to cushion your fall

The gentle breeze to caress your cheek
And swaying trees to shade the sun

The wide, wide ocean for some fun.

Yet, you forgot it all

When you stood tall.

Taller than you, were the buildings you raised
Mushrooming in a concrete maze

You entertained life in brazen ways.

You closed every nook, cranny and crevice
The sky cried tears of acid rain

To reach Earth Mother, but in vain.

You drove a hard bargain

Hacksaws into green limbs

Steely teeth, bite for bite

As you destroyed Mother Earth's might.

You sold Earth's children like market ware
The trees of the rain forest you dared to bare
Out to the highest bidder, you screamed from your lungs

To whoever you deemed fitter.

Your body, you sculpted like an Adonis

Without a thought for what was amiss

Oh, what pride for a few moments of adulation and bliss.
Your children cried but you had no time

Quietened their uproar with a dime

Lulled their senses to sleep

Just as you were in it, too deep.

Mother Nature watched with a beneficent gaze
You stifled her breath with pollution and haze
Spewing your ambitions in fire and fume

Oh, so proud to add to your plume

Mother Nature was so doomed.

So she gave you a gift

Of a different kind

To bring you back to the right frame of mind
In that stillness, in that loss of time

You may know again the magic of a heartbeat
The value of life

Which you had lost in ambition and strife.

By Purobi Menon




p

Quaravtive Times

What to do to kill the time

How to perform life's mime
The four walls I am between
How to pass the quarantine?

I don't watch the clock anymore

I don't open my doors anymore
No longer I remember the routine
How to pass the quarantine?

The screen of the TV of got me bored
No more books excited to be on board
Read all of them; watched every scene
How to pass the quarantine?

Sleep is more but dreams are none
Mirror says," He's not the one!"

Just lower and t-shirt; no suit or jean
How to pass the quarantine?

Now are known the rates of the thing

When you don't know much of cooking
How to cook and cook what cuisine
How to pass the quarantine?

Stairs, terrace, balcony and window
Corners of home where else to go
The grass was never that green
How to pass the quarantine?

Chirping of birds, space for beast
Cooler the breeze; purer the feast
The air has been never that clean
How to pass the quarantine?

Wallets got lighter, weights gained
All contributing, none complained
In such times, we mustn't get mean
How to pass the quarantine?

Rajan Batheja
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'Life teaches us to make good
use of time, while time teaches
us the value of life'

Nirmal Gulia
O

mindset for this moment: a great
time of self-reflection for educa-
tors
Planned and Purposeful Self- re-
flection, a Practical Approach, can be
informative, generative and at its most
powerful and transformative.
"We don't learn from experience-we

Bg
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learn from reflecting an experi-
ence'-John Dewey

Effective teachers are first to admit
that no matter how a good lesson is
their practice can always be improved.
Self -reflection allows teachers to move
from just experiencing into under-
standing which they often feel helpless
due to lack of adequate time. A teach-
er's quality to reflect on what, why and
how they do things; and to adopt and
develop their excellence in teaching is
the one quality above all that makes
them really good. When teachers take
time to analyse and discuss the activi-

ties in their classrooms from a distance,

they can identify more than just what
worked and what didn't. They are able
to look at the underlying principles and
beliefs that define the way that they
work. This kind of self -awareness is a
powerful ally for a teacher in improv-
ing teaching strategies and enhancing
learner centered teaching,.

There are a few avenues | would
encourage you to explore:

Spend time talking to your col-
leagues about your findings and ask
them about their suggestions. They
may have the same issue in their class-
rooms and can offer you some ideas on
how do things differently. Obviously
it creates an environment of collabo-
ration, teachers can team-up, drawing
an experiences helps in developing
the best practices in schools and class-
rooms. Besides that they may go online
and read up on effective techniques as
Chalk lit App, Diksha App, LEP ped-
agogy or other learning Apps. It may
open up new perspectives and tech-
niques that you had not considered
before.

The ultimate goal of self-reflection
and profitable utilization of the present
time is to gain the insight you need to
take your instruction to the proverbial
next level as the next class rolls around,
you'll have a much better wider Toolkit
that can gauge your understanding,.

Thoughts and actions must be trans-
mitted and received for better learning.

Let's be the active participant and
keen observer to make the campaign a
success' -Ghar se Padhao.

Lecturer in English
Diet, Machhrauli, Jhajjar
(Haryana)
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Help someone when they need it .
ethics are at forefront

Pawan Kumar
O

Now—a—days the world is facing a

global pandemic with enormous
personal, societal and economic conse-
quences that are unprecedented in the
last decades. The novel corona virus,
SARS-Cov-2, and the associated dis-
ease COVID-19, has attacked count-
less individuals in more than 173 coun-
tries and territories worldwide, India is
one of them.

"We all are one'

This exactly what I have observed,
feel and realize while rushing around
for others' happiness. My conception
on ethics, morality seems to fall flat

before the dispositions of people, do-
ing the right thing at the right place in
the right time. Our actions indeed are
the sole medium of expression of our
attitude and behaviour. I'm compelled
to think that Ethics can give real and
practical guidance to our lives - hon-
esty, trustworthiness, responsibility
guide us along a pathway to deal more
effectively with ethical dilemmas by
eliminating those behaviours that do
not confirm to our sense of right and
wrong, the goal is to determine-what is
good, both for the individual and the
society as a whole.

Salute to all the corona warriors
whose only root concept is to work for
the welfare of humanity & its values.
Our doctors, nurses, paramedical per-
sonnel, cleaners and Police personnel.
A government for the People must de-
pend for its success on the intelligence,
the morality, the justice and the inter-

est of the People themselves.

We can make a real difference by
following the instructions, showing
acts of kindness and offering our time
to those that are in dire need.

Strength is built when strength is
tested.

Teachers are helping the students
from home and persons who are vol-
unteering and involved for the sake of
humanity providing shelter, food and
protective equipments to the needy,
besides the commendable work by the
Government.

A man does what he must that is the
lesson of today's time as Ethics and eq-
uity do not change with the calendar.

(JBT Teacher)
Government Model Sanskriti,
Senior Secondary School, Ladain

(Jhajjar)




Rakesh Agrawal

rystal clear water in the world fa-
mous canals of Venice, with dol-
phins having fun in it.

Azure sky almost all over the world,
that was never so blue before that the
sparking chain of snowy mountain
peaks appeared like a garland around it.

Blue, green, yellow, orange and rain-
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bow-colored birds were flying high in
that blue sky without any fear of artifi-
cial, metallic birds.

So were the flowers spreading a tap-
estry of dreams on the green carpet,
surrounded by tall conifers, pines and
deodars.

People in Nara, Japan reported see-
ing deer that usually stay in the park
roam out onto the streets.

Whales were spotted in Bombay
High, Arabian Sea off Mumbai Coast,
India.

The Yamuna water quality im-
proved in Delhi, so did the sacred Gan-

ges in the holy city of Banaras!

Our Earth, a sub-atomic particle
of the fathomless universe, rather uni-
verses, the only place hitherto known
to humankind, having life, was finally
breathing.

Indeed living,.

After having faced the onslaught on
its resources by a single species, albeit
the most developed, the most evolved,
the most ingenious and innovative and
also the most self-centered and most
cunning, one among the millions, this
Blue Dot houses.It could tolerate no
more and decided to strike back when
the most primitive one, not even a
life, but a link between the living and
non-living struck and struck hard, so
hard that this species forget to run,
fly and swim; got confined within the
boundaries of concrete, mud, tin and
thatch, called homes, very much like
animals it loves to keep on the wooden
and iron jails, rechristens as the cage!

The Earth is taking a sigh of relief
and appears to be on a strike for the
much-needed repairs.

With the humans remaining con-
fined to their cages, their homes di-
vided into 200 holes holding with the
locks of passports and visas, suddenly
started becoming one with these iron
rods started melting away like the
sticks of lac.

It is anything, but an enemy as it
has no guns, leave aside the weapons of
mass destruction that these ‘apostles’ of
peace posses, enough to obliterate this
Blue Dot many times.

But, this miniscule Blue Dot
couldn’t take any longer and declared a
strike to teach us a lesson.

The trillion dollar question is: will,
we, the Homo sapiens, would learn any
lesson from this pandemic and funda-
mentally alter our ways of living and be
just a guest along with other species on
this Blue Dot?

Remorsefully, the answer is a re-
sounding no!

Human grit and determination,
coupled with an extremely innovative
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acumen, would soon, maybe, within a
year, would develop a vaccine and de-
clare a victory over the enemy.

The entire world media is just
engaged in disusing the spread of the
pandemic, its impacts and efforts to
win this war. But, no one is dissecting
the reasons behind it, what policies and
actions are responsible for it, lessons
learnt and strategies to avoid the repeat
of any such pandemic in future.

This wasnt the first pandemic to
face the humankind and won’t be last
either. Just a little over hundred years,
at the end of the World War I, the
world saw Spanish Flu, lasting from
1918 to 20, killing over 50 million
people, but neither it could stop the
World War II, nor dropping of Little
Boy and Fat Man over Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

Same was the story of SARS in this
millennium: 2002-04 & Swine Flu of
2009. Manufacturing and selling arms,
including the weapons mass destruc-
tion remains a big business. So does
destroying natural resources.

Since the mantra of human success
is to earn the profit, measured in dol-
lars, Euros, yen and rupees.

This would be just a hollowed
dream to think that this mantra would
change into empathy and coexistence,
although one must hope that the
post-corona world would be more sym-
patric not just to the fellow citizens and
shed the caste, class, race and religious
prejudices against the fellow citizens,
but also to the life per se and wouldnt
be as blind with religiosity as before,
but would be lightened with the inner
light of spirituality.

It can be safely said that all non-hu-
man species and nature is enjoying the
freedom from the clutches of humans
at the moment, that would be just
short lived, but there is no harm in
day-dreaming!

agrawal.ri@gmail.com
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The Other Side

A piece of sunlight

Dry, piercing, poisonous
Slanting

Fallen on his home

That became illuminated
With hope.

Desire.

Trust.

Hope to get a day

A day of full stomachs

A day of quenched thirst
A day of blissful sleep

A day of peace

A day of dreams

A day of desire

A day of trust.

Millions of tired feet
Broken spirits
Shattered souls

Limping on the melted, blacken roads
Sitting at the altar of hunger

Facing crematories

Crematories of concrete

Cement, mud and sludge

Trying to reach on the other side

Of oblivion

Before the bells ring

Flashlights on their blackened faces
Lamps light their black sky

Where no piece of sunlight

Dry, piercing, poisonous

Slanting

Dares to illuminate

Their part of

The blacked sky

On a bright afternoon.

Rakesh Agarwal
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The Mona Lisa has no eyebrows.

Hot water will turn into ice faster than cold water.
The sentence, “The quick brown fox jumps over the
lazy dog” uses every letter in the English language.
The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue.
Ants never sleep!

“I Am” is the shortest complete sentence in the English
language.

Coca-Cola was originally green.

When the moon is directly overhead, you will weigh
slightly less.

Camels have three eyelids to protect themselves from
the blowing desert sand.

10. There are only two words in the English language that
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.
23.
24.

25.

26.

27.
28.
29.
30.

have all five vowels in order: “abstemious” and “face-
tious.”

The name of all the continents end with the same let-
ter that they start with.

TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made
using the letters only on one row of the keyboard.
Minus 40 degrees Celsius is exactly the same as minus
40 degrees Fahrenheit.

The Guinness Book of Records holds the record for be-
ing the book most often stolen from Public Libraries.
People say "Bless you" when you sneeze because when
you sneeze, your heart stops for a millisecond.

It is physically impossible for pigs to look up into the
sky

The "sixth sick sheik's sixth sheep's sick” is said to be
the toughest tongue twister in the English language.

“Rhythm” is the longest English word without a vowel.
Like fingerprints, everyone's tongue print is different.
If you sneeze too hard, you can fracture a rib. If you try
to suppress a sneeze, you can rupture a blood vessel in
your head or neck and die.

Each king in a deck of playing cards represents great
king from history.

Spades - King David

Clubs - Alexander the Great,

Hearts - Charlemagne

Diamonds - Julius Caesar.

It is impossible to lick your elbow.

111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321
If a statue of a person in the park on a horse has both
front legs in the air, the person died in battle.

If the horse has one front leg in the air, the person died
as a result of wounds received in battle.

If the horse has a all four legs on the ground, the per-
son died of natural causes.

What do bullet proof vests, fire escapes, windshield
wipers and laser printers all have in common? - All in-
vented by women.

This is the only food that doesn't spoil. What is this? -
Honey.

A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out.

A snail can sleep for three years.

All polar bears are left handed.

Butterflies taste with their feet.

www.greatfacts.com/
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I see them now everywhere,

Once invisible spokes of factories.

It was decreed, stay off streets safe at home.

But ousted by tenant's greed; streets became their home.

They built our cities with blood and sweat.
But we built them out with walls instead.
They looked up to us as we locked down,
But we locked them out and let them down.

We worried about our rotis being round,

While in circles for food they wandered around.
We exchanged recipes and book PDFs,

But we failed in food security and PDS.

We worried about getting cakes and exotic fruits.

While the fruits of the loom lay wasted and brute.

We exchanged music tracks of Rock and Metal.

While they slept forever on rocky railway tracks of metal.

In the skies I hear their cries of grief,

Even the evil Covid wind brings no relief.

Lining side walks like scraggly hedges.

In the melting tarmac of time their footprints etched.

I see them now everywhere,

With every cough and sneeze,

I fear this stealthy, uneasy breeze.

That blows right under our noses undiagnosed.

Seeing the deluge flow across our lands we shruged our shoulders.
Dashed them like sea foam against harsh craggly boulders.
Dumped them like garbage across borders without any norms,
Even nature revolted with untimely hailstorms.

Our houses we sealed and sanitised,

But we sprayed them like parasites.

We locked ourselves in cosy cages at home.
But left them out with wild animals to roam.

We worried about our morning walks,

While miserable marathon miles they walked.
Carrying children and aged on their bony hips,
Wounded hearts and dry parched lips.

Meagre belongings bundled on their heads.
Starving, exhausted some dropped dead.
Crushed, they left the cities never to return.
Life's blast furnace burned them to ashes in urns.

But i see them now everywhere,

As shattered dreams turn into nightmares.

They refuse to return; only their poor dead would dare,
To haunt our dreary, bare warehouses.

- by Dr. Deviyani Singh
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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