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School choice in rural India:
Perception versus reality

Rahul Lahoti o

Rahul Mukhopadhyay o

(o}

School choice has increased signifi-
canty in India — with growth of
low-fee private schools — and this is
considered important within a mar-
ket-based approach to schooling. Based
on a field study across four states in
rural India, this article shows how par-
ents emphasise many educationally un-
important, aspirational factors in their
choice, and how their choice of low-fee
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private schools is often based on inac-
curate information.

The expansion of the school sys-
tem — both public and low-fee private
schools (LFPS) — can be said to have
opened up more choice for relatively
disadvantaged parents to access such
schools. In educational debates, on the
one hand, this development is lauded
as a market mechanism that would en-
sure purported better functioning pri-
vate schools weed out inefficient pub-
lic schools (Shah and Miranda 2013).
However, others have drawn attention
to how inequalities in the already strat-
ified school system would be enhanced

with an unregulated growth of LFPS
(Harmid 2011, Srivastava 2007, Rav-
itch 2010, 2013, OECD (Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and
Development), 2016).
How parents make school choices
for their children

In a recent study conducted by the
Azim Premji Foundation, we seek to
understand how parents make school
choices, what considerations are crucial
in choosing a school, and how these
factors map to the objective reality of
schools (Lahoti and Mukhopadhyay
2019). The three-part field study in-
cluded the following: (a) a survey of
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1,210 families (consisting of 2,464
children) spread across 25 villages in
10 districts across four states (Chhat-
tisgarh, Karnataka, Rajasthan, and Ut-
tarakhand); (b) a ‘School Information
Tool’ administered to the principals
and teachers in 121 public and private

schools in these sites, along with obser-
vations of school processes, to ascertain
the match between parental percep-
tions about schools and the objective
reality of education in schools; and (c)
semi-structured, qualitative interview
schedules to collect data on issues
emerging from the quantitative anal-
ysis from a sub-sample of respondents
comprising 50 parents, 12 headteach-
ers, and 24 teachers.

One block per district was chosen,
and most of the blocks are those in
which the respective district head-
quarters is located. The specific site
for the study in each block was a de-
limited geography comprising a set of
villages (that is, a group of around 2-3
neighbouring villages) based on pre-

IR 2020

specified criteria, including the pres-
ence of a balanced mix of public and
private schools to ensure diversity in
school options (both public and pri-
vate) for the study.

First, we find that school choice,
overall, is complex, with a range of
diverse factors being important to dif-
ferent parents. Perceptions of teach-
ing-learning is the most important fac-
tor across parents. In addition, many
parents also consider discipline and

Table 1. Official and actual medi-

um of instruction for children whose

parents perceive are studying in
English-medium schools (%)
Official Actual
medium of | medium of
instruction | instruction
Hindi 43 52
Kannada 5 5
English 52 25
Mixed 0 18

safety as important factors determin-
ing their choice. English-medium ed-
ucation is a key consideration for par-
ents who chose private schools, while
expenditure is an important factor for
parents who chose public schools.

Second, in terms of the distribution
of preferences between private and
public schools in the vicinity, the study
finds that parental preferences are
not concentrated in specific schools,
whether private or public. The most
preferred school in the vicinity where
parents would like to send their chil-
dren, across 25 villages, is almost as
likely to be a public school as a private
school.

The qualitative interviews rein-
force the complicated nature of school
choice. Among other things, this is
revealed in the reconsideration and
revision of initial choices made by the
parents, and their switching both with-
in (from one private school to another
private school) and between school
types (from private school to public
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school). Some parents are also seen to
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continue with the already chosen pri-
vate schools — despite their revalued
perceptions of these schools — due to
their aspirations for access to cultural
capital.

Parental perceptions and school
realities

We also compare parental percep-
tions (from the survey tool) about two
specific school attributes — medium of
instruction and teacher characteristics
— with how these attributes are seen to
actually manifest in schools (from the
School Information Tool).

For the first attribute, we find that
there is a large discrepancy in parental
reporting of English as the medium
of instruction, the official reporting
of English as the medium by schools,
and the medium of instruction used
in practice in schools. Of the children
who attend private schools, 39% are
reported as going to English-medium
schools by their parents. However, only
22% of the children who go to private
schools have English as the official me-
dium of instruction (as reported by
school authorities). Further, school ob-
servations reveal that the percentage of
children going to private schools that
actually have English as the medium of
instruction is only 10%.

Also, only 25% of parent’s percep-
tion of English as the medium of in-
struction in their children’s schools
matches with reality (Table 1). More
than half (57%) of the children who are
supposed to be attending English-me-
dium schools are actually studying in
the dominant regional language — Hin-
di or Kannada. Around 18% of these
children go to a school that has books
in English, but with teachers translat-
ing those into the dominant regional
language while teaching (categorised as
‘Mixed’ in Table 1).

For the second attribute, when pa-
rental perceptions of teacher character-
istics are compared with school-level
data of individual teacher characteris-
tics, there is a mismatch between the
two for private schools. That is, for pri-
vate schools, children of parents who
identify teacher characteristics as an
important attribute — among the top
three reasons for their choice of schools
— do not necessarily go to schools with
better teacher characteristics.

In this analysis parents were grouped
into two categories: those who consider
teacher characteristics to be important
in governing the choice of their chil-
dren’s school, and those who do not
consider teacher characteristics to be
important. Schools actually chosen by

the parents in the first category have
lower percentage of academically qual-
ified teachers (76 vs. 87%), lower per-
centage of teachers with professional
qualifications (64 vs. 74%), and lower
average experience of teachers (74 vs.
79 months), as compared to the second
category (Table 2).

Therefore, the analysis of parental
perceptions vis-a-vis school realities
shows a huge mismatch between the
two in case of LFPS. Though parents
report that their children are attending
English-medium schools, the reality
for most such children is that they are
not being taught in English. Similarly,
though parents report selecting schools
because they care about teacher charac-
teristics, on average they end up pick-
ing schools that have lesser qualified
teachers than other schools.

The qualitative interviews also offer
possible explanations for the mismatch
between parental perceptions
school realities. At one end, parental

and

choices of private schools are seen to
be strongly determined by aspiration-
al criteria, such as children acquiring
a smattering of English and having
proper dress and behaviour. In addi-
tion, these criteria also reveal a form
of ‘social distancing’ from the poorer
families accessing public schools by

Table 2. Teacher characteristics: Parental perceptions vs. school realities

Schools | Parental perceptions % graduate | % teachers with | Average teacher
teachers professional experience in
qualifications months
Parents for whom teacher characteristics
. are important 96 98 169
Public —
Parents for whom teacher characteristics
are notimportant 92 98 164
Parents for whom teacher characteristics
) are important 76 74
Private .
Parents for whom teacher characteristics
are not important 87 79
e
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those parents who send their children
to private schools. At the other end,
LFPS carry out systematic marketing
and image-building efforts for enrol-
ments in neighbouring villages. These
marketing efforts highlight the very
same criteria parents are seen to aspire
for. As a result, visible non-education-
al quality parameters are reinforced by
both parental aspirations for cultural
capital and market-oriented practices
of private schools.

The findings of the study caution
against an uncritical endorsement of
market-based policy moves, such as
school choice and vouchers. They also
challenge the simplistic notion that pa-
rental choices are well-informed and al-
ways based on the most important ed-
ucational criteria for assessing schools.
Moreover, the study reveals significant
mismatches between parental percep-
tions of specific school characteristics
and school realities with reference to
those characteristics, for most par-
ents sending their children to private
schools.

Are parents misled or simply mis-
informed about private-school charac-
teristics? Our fieldwork suggests some
elements of both are at play. What is
visible on one end is the aspiration for
cultural capital among parents sending
their children to private schools. On the
other end, private schools respond to
these aspirations through market-based
practices. What, therefore, gets empha-
sised in this mutual interaction are vis-
ible but non-educational parameters,
which parents seem to conflate with
quality of teaching-learning in these
schools. Not so visible, but critical pa-
rameters of educational quality, such as
teacher capacity, get short-changed in
the process.

The study provokes the need for a
better understanding of the nature of
this information asymmetry between
educational practices and realities of

IR 2020

schools, especially LFPS, and paren-
tal perceptions about their education-
al quality. There is also the need for a
more nuanced understanding of pa-

rental school choice, mainly in terms
of their decision-making process that
arguably involves consideration and
synthesis of multiple factors based on
their constraints, priorities, and avail-
able information.
https://www.ideasforindia.
in/topics/human-development/
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Education is our passport to the
Sfuture, for tomorrow belongs to the
people who prepare for it today.” —

Eminent Sociologist Max Weber
had said that those who all have had
equal life chances can be said to have
had equality of opportunity. It is unfor-
tunate but true that society is stratified
so everyone does not get equal oppor-
tunities. Universalisation of education
is a step towards equality of opportuni-
ty. To achieve this we have to start with
the premise that education is a great
leveler. Education for all will mean that
no child is left out. It is a right and
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should not be denied to anyone.

A lot of efforts are being undertak-
en by the government to increase en-
rolment and reduce the dropout rate.
Door to door child mapping is taking
place to have a record of out of school
children.

Schooling is an important agent of
socialization and there is both textu-
al and contextual learning in it. The
knowledge bank that is created and
the personality development that takes
place during this period hold stead for
life.

Today we talk of graded learning
that is a child can join a class of his or
her learning level. Also the aim is to
have a primary school within five kilo-
metres radius or better still at walking
distance. A lot of effort is being made
to increase enrolment and for retention
of students already enrolled. There is
the midday meal for nutrition and also

l'
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some grants and scholarships. Today
there is talk of giving breakfast too and
this practice has been started in tribal
areas. These children have to walk a
long way to school, at times in hilly
tracts, so morning nutrition is import-
ant for better concentration in class.

“Learning is a treasure that will
Sfollow its owner everywhere.” —

Alternative teaching methods make
classroom interaction more meaning-
ful. Learners are more attentive if ped-
agogical inputs are interspersed while
teaching. Learning is enhanced if play-
way method is used.

The root cause of absenteeism can
be focused on and this issue can be
tackled with by reaching out to the
community. Socio-economic factors of
the student’s family, a lack of awareness
among parents, low interest in class-
room learning are among the many
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reasons for absenteeism.

Today, there is a lot of emphasis on
early childhood care, so a child must
start pre-primary classes whenever it
is the right time and age appropriate.
Sustainability in school life is import-
ant though this becomes a tad diffi-
cult for children of seasonal workers
and migratory population. Childhood
memories are full of tales of school life
and this reflects on another reason as to
why school life is important.

A very important reason why
schooling is important is as regards
the employability factor. All the more
reason that no child should be left out.
We have heard that in some countries,
during school hours no child can loiter
around in the streets. This way school-
ing is ensured and both absenteeism
and dropout rate is curbed.

With community outreach, aware-
ness about the schemes for school go-
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ing children as has been provided by
the government can be popularized.
This way the parents will be motivated
to send students to school. A teacher is
a counselor as well and students do talk
of their domestic issues and matters
related to their peer group with their
teacher.

The foundational phase of learning
is especially important as nurturing of
the young minds begins here. Whatever
values are inculcated at this stage stays
in the impressionable mind. At this
stage delinking from the homestead
is the first step. A liking for school life
sets in at this nascent stage.

Education Guarantee Scheme is
there for students in remote areas.
There are so many organisations which
have reached the grass root level in or-
der to educate the masses. There are
Village Education Committees and

Mahila Samakhya group. They are

‘p
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there for school going children as well
as for those in the Non Formal Educa-
tion system.

So study at the right age, slowly
and steadily, the right years of school-
ing when the brain is at its learning
best. Learning with peer group teaches
you, among other things, the value of
healthy competition. Today we talk of
peer tutoring as that makes for better
learning and also helps in developing
leadership qualities. This is possible
only within the boundaries of a school
environment.

A popular whatsapp message says
that school is the longest vacation we
had and after that we grew up. School-
ing, The Right to Education should be
for one and all.

Learn as much as you can while you
are young, since life becomes too busy
later.”

Subject Expert
SCERT Haryana Gurugram
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Stay Motivated and Positive during
the Corona- Virus Pandemic

-

-

"You're a fighter. Look at every-
thing you've overcome. Don't give up

now."

- Olivia Benson

You are not alone — your beloved
ones shall always support you. Corona
Virus has impacted people in various
ways on an international level. That
way it is understandable that society
maybe feeling scared and anxious by
all the uncertainty with regards to the
spread of the virus. We all face a dip
in motivation sometimes, but in these
exceptional times, staying motivated to
train can be extra challenging. So here
are some steps to get you back on track.
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Focus on improvement- In order for
you to achieve your big goals, you need
to make a plan and you will want to
list all the things you need to improve
upon to get these. Work on listing five
to six things right now that you would
like to improve.

Help others look after your neigh-
bors- You may be part of a low risk
group but it may not be the same for
your neighbors whose immune systems
are compromised by others diseases or
age. The act of checking on them (with
security distance of course) will make
them and also you feel good.

]
B

*Watch funny videos/ movies to have a
positive mind set.

*Eat nutritious food and keep yourself
hydrated.

*Comparing yourself with others is an
effective way to demotivate you. Even
if you start with enthusiasm, you will
soon lose your energy when you com-
pare yourself with others the only com-
petition you have is yourself. Have you
become the best you can be?

*If you want to excel in life, self moti-
vation is essential. You must be able to
keep your spirits high no matter how
discouraging a situation is. Those who
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are discouraged in difficult times are
certain to lose even before the battle is
over.

Take a break- It can be so easy to avoid
breaks altogether when you are work-
ing from home. Take the time to get up
and move away from your desk. Go for
a walk, get some fresh air. Breaks like
making and eating lunch can recharge
you and give you a renewed focus to do
better work.

Go outside- We have been advised to
stay inside, as much as possible but this
doesn't mean we have to be in present
in our homes. If you feel a little less
productive, go and sit in your garden
or take a short walk.

Stay connected- According to studies,
loneliness can be as damaging to our
health as smoking 15 cigarettes a day, so
don't isolate yourself completely. Keep
in touch with your family, friends and
colleagues via Skype, Face Time, phone
calls and texting ------ really any form
of digital communication. Sadly many
people are not able to cope up with this
panic situation. So, it becomes import-
ant to take care of our mental health
during this time. This is a testing time
for all of us to survive in this situation,
one need to stay motivated.

Focus on positives- It is almost im-
possible to know exactly what the fu-
ture looks like! Try not to obsess over
things, what will happen next? Instead
try to focus your mind on more posi-
tive things. Even in the darkest of time,
we must try to find a flicker of light at
the end of the tunnel.

Summing up- If you are feeling a lack
of motivation, be kind to yourself. Un-
derstand that this feeling is natural but
you need to overcome it soon. I hope
the tips discussed in this article will
motivate you.

Ms Vinod Kumari

Lecturer in English
DIET Machhrauli, Jhajjar Haryana
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Reflections

We are a reflection

Of our thoughts, words and actions
Creators of the canvas

Of our lives.

So divine are we

If only we could reflect
And see

The truth behind what drives
The blessings we call Life.

Purobi Menon

o

4y
S P e | 39



.V
ﬁ Academics

Compendium of

Academic Courses
After +2

Metallurgy
Introduction
Metallurgy is a field of materials sci-
ence and of materials engineering that
deals with the physical and chemical
behaviour of metallic elements and
their mixtures called alloys.
Courses
1. Bachelor of Technology (B. Tech.)
in Metallurgy and Materials Engi-
neering:

2. Master of Technology (M. Tech.) in

oo
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Material Science and Engineering:
3.B. E./B. Tech. or equivalent in Met-

allurgical/  Materials/ Metallurgy

and Materials/ Mechanical/Produc-

tion/ Ceramics Engineering.
Eligibility
10+2 in Science with Physics,
Chemistry and Maths.
Institutes/Universities
1. Indian Institute of Technology, Ro-
orkee
2. Indian Institute of Technology

(BHU), Varanasi.
. National Institute of Technology,
Tiruchirappalli.

4. Indian Institute of Engineering
Science and Technology, Shibpur,
Howrah, West Bengal.

5. Government College of Engineer-
ing, Salem, Tamil Nadu.

6. College of Engineering Pune, Ma-
harashtra.

7. Government Engineering College,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

METEOROLOGY

Introduction
Meteorology deals in atmospheric

studies to know and predict weather

(SN

and climate. It is the examination of
the atmospheric and climate conditions
affecting the earth and its population.
Courses
1. B. Tech./B. Sc.
2. M. Tech./M.Sc.
3. Ph. D.
Eligibility

12 with physics and chemistry.
Institutes/Universities
1. Cochin University of Science and

Technology, Kerala.
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2. Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),
Delhi.

3. Andhra University, Vishakhapat-
nam, Andhra Pradesh.

4. Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Kharagpur, West Bengal.

5. Shivaji University, Vidyanagar, Ma-
harashtra.

MINING ENGINEERING

Introduction
Mining engineering, also referred

as mineral engineering, deals with the

study of the techniques to extract and

process minerals from their natural

surroundings. A mining engineer has

to study ore reserve analysis, operations

and planning, mine health and safety,

drilling, blasting, ventilation and relat-

ed topics.

Courses

1. BE Mining Engineering

2. B. Tech Mining Engineering

3. Diploma in Mining and Mine Sur-
veying Engineering

4. ME Mining Engineering

5. M. Tech Mining Engineering

6. PG Research Programme on Materi-
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als Resource Engineering

7. Ph. D Mining Engineering

8. Postgraduate Diploma in Mineral
Engineering

Eligibility
(10+2) biology, maths and chemis-

try. For II'Ts, it is mandatory to quali-

fy in the Joint Entrance Examinations

(JEE). The duration of the course is 4

years.

Institutes/Universities

1. II'Ts

2. Dr. T. Thimmaiah Institute of Tech-
nology, Kolar (Karnataka)

3. Anna University College of Engi-
neering, Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

4. Bengal Engineering and Science
University, Howrah (West Bengal)

5. Government Engineering College,
Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh)

6. Jai Narain Vyas University: Faculty
of Engineering and Architecture,
Jodhpur (Rajasthan)

7. Maharana Pratap University of Agri-
culture and Technology: College of
Technology and Engineering, Udai-
pur (Rajasthan)

8. Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nag-
pur University, Nagpur (Maharash-

Academics

tra)
NAVAL ARCHITECTURE ENGINEER-
ING
Introduction

The course in Naval Architecture
primarily relates to the design, con-
struction or maintenance of all types of
marine vessels such as ships, boats, oil
and gas tankers, containers, passenger
ships, ferries etc.
Courses

BE course, duration: 04 year
Eligibility

(10+2) or equivalent examination
with physics, Chemistry, Mathematics
and English as separate subjects.
Institutes/Universities
1. Andhra University College of Engi-

neering
2. IIT, Kharagpur
3. IIT, Chennai
4. Kochi University of Science and

Technology.
5. Institute of Shipbuilding, Goa
PHYSICAL SCIENCES
Introduction

Physical science is the study of phys-
ics and chemistry of nature. It overlaps
life sciences in a way to include ecology
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and the evidence of historical facts of

evolution.

Courses

1.B. Sc/ M. sc

2. B. Tech /M. Tech Biological Engi-
neering

Eligibility
10+2 or its equivalent with Math-

ematics, Physics, Chemistry For IIT's,

it is Mandatory to qualify in the Joint

Entrance Examinations (J.E.E)

Institutes/Universities

1. Indian Institute of Technology, New
Delhi

2. Indian Institute of Technology, Ma-
dras

3. Indian Institute of Technology, Gu-
wahati

4. Indian Institute of Space Science and
Technology, Thiruvananthapuram

5. Indian Institute of Technology,
Bombay

6. National Institute of Technology,
Calicut

7. Technology Education & Research
Integrated Institutions Kurukshetra

8. Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University, New Delhi

POLYMER ENGINEERING

Introduction

g
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The course in Polymer (plastics and
rubbers) technology deals with mate-
rials and the application which ranges
from construction, packing, decorative
items to automobiles, aircrafts etc.
Courses
1. B.E. Polymer Science and Chemical
Technology
2. B.E. Polymer Technology
3. B. Tech Polymer Science and Tech-
nology
4. MLE. Polymer Technology
5. M. Tech Polymer Science and Tech-
nology

6. Ph. D Polymer Science and Technol-
ogy

Eligibility

10+2 with biology, maths and
chemistry. For IITs, It is mandatory
to qualify in the Joint Entrance Exam-
inations (J.E.E). The duration of this
course is 4 years.
Institutes/Universities
1. Indian Institute of Technology (II'T),

New Delhi
2. Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra,

Ranchi
3. Sant Longowal Institute of Engi-

neering and Technology, Sangrur,

Punjab

4. Cochin University of Science and
Technology (CUSAT), Kochi

5. Maharashtra Institute of Technology
(MIT), Pune

6. National Institute of Technology,
Calicut

7. Delhi College of Engineering, New
Delhi

8. University College of Engineering,
Thodupuzha, Kerala

9. VRS & YRN College of Technolo-
gy, Department of Oil Technology,
Chirala, Andhra Pradesh

ROBOTICS

Introduction
Robotics is an inter-disciplinary

course and students of mechanical

engineering, electrical engineering, in-

strumentation engineering or comput-

er engineering can join this field. The

Robotics and artificial intelligence are

interlaced and there is option at the

Master's level.

Courses

1. Bachelor of Technology

2. Bachelor of Engineering

3. (In mechanical engineering, elec-
trical engineering, instrumentation
engineering or computer engineer-
ing)

4. M. Tech in Robotics and M Tech in
Artificial Intelligence

5. M. Tech in Robotics Engineering

6. M. Tech in Automation and Robot-
ics

7. Diploma in Robotics

Eligibility
10+2 or equivalent education in Sci-

ence stream

Institutes/Universities

1. IISC Bangalore

2. University of Hyderabad

3. IIT, Mumbai, Chennai, Kharagpur,
Delhi, Kanpur

4. Birla Institute of Technology and
Science., Pilani/Mesra

5. National Institute of Technology
(NIT), Silchar.
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Dr. Deviyani Singh_o

Y he Shilpi River was in full spate.

A1 The monsoon rains lashed inces-
santly making the river swell to over-
flow its banks. But today the concern of
the people was not of it flooding their
homes but what had just washed ashore
on the steps of the bathing Ghats. The
body floating face down in slow mo-
tion was a ghastly sight. Samarvir , the
Chief of Security at Ujjpur, walked up
to the riverside, just as the body was
being fished out. The officer supervis-

ing the operation turned around and
saluted his. Samarvir recoiled in horror
as the body was turned around and the
young face of the heir to the throne was
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revealed. His slim countenance had
now bloated beyond recognition and
the amulet around his neck seemed to
be choking him. All the rest of his jew-
els were missing and his bare torso bore
marks of sword cuts.

The search parties had been hunt-
ing for the crown prince ever since he
was reported missing from the palace.
A few days back, he had gone for a walk
in the extensive palace gardens and
never returned. He was a minor and
not yet of age to take over the throne.
He had no enemies inside the palace
where he was protected at all times by
his body guards except when he chose
to be alone in the palace gardens. It was
a mystery as to who could have done
such a thing and managed to sneak out
of the palace and dispose the body too.

It was left to Samarvir to rack his
brains and use all means at his disposal
to get to the bottom of this mystery.

He yelled to his junior officer - “Wrap
the body, take it to the Palace, and be
careful not to destroy any evidence.”
Although even as the words left his
lips he knew it was an exercise in fu-
tility, after being so long in the water
there would be little evidence of the
crime left for him to work upon. Yet
everyone depended on him. He would
have to find out who dared to do this
and yet he had no idea where to be-
gin. Frustration and anger welled up
inside his chest like the swollen river.
He lifted his face to the rain and let the
drops lash his face till it hurt. Whoev-
er did this would pay and he was go-
ing to make sure of it. He passed the
temple on the Ghats and bowed his
head in reverence to the Goddess mut-
tering under his breath a silent prayer
for strength and a vow of revenge. His
servant came rushing with an umbrella
but he brushed him away letting the
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rain soak him thoroughly. He got into
his carriage his sandals squelching wa-
ter and ordered the driver to take him
back to the Palace.

As he passed the massive gates of the
Palace he realized there was no way in
which anyone could have sneaked past
the guards with a dead body as every-
thing coming in and out of the Palace
was checked. They went up the drive-
way and the carriage rattled on the cob-
blestone path and before it could reach
the main door he gestured to the driver
to stop at the Palace garden.

He got off ignoring the slight drizzle
and went for another round of the en-
tire garden in order to find any clue as
to how the Prince had been murdered
or disappeared but it seems he had just
vanished into thin air. The gravel from
the garden path got into his already wet
sandals irritating him even more and
he bent down to remove a pebble and
tossed it away angrily.

He then went to the infirmary
where the body had been kept. The
strong smell of spirit assaulted his nos-
trils. The top physicians had already
been called from all of Ujjpur and he
spoke to them in a stern voice.

” I know you will say the body is
badly decayed but I want you to check
every inch of his body and do a thor-
ough autopsy. I want any little evidence
that might be available to give me a
lead of what happened to the Prince.”
Samarvir said wiping his head which
dripped rain water on to the polished
stone floors. The Physicians all nod-
ded in agreement and went about their
work cleaning the body and examining
the wounds near the heart.

Samarvir went up to this chamber
dreading the moment when he would
have to break the news to the already
ailing King who was so looking for-
ward to his sons coming of age and cor-
onation ceremony. He helped himself
to a drink and as the liquid spread like

W
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warm fire down his throat he felt some
relief. The rain had stopped now and

a white peacock landed on his balcony

and cooed loudly. His gaze followed it
as it flew down to the gardens. Samar-
vir could not rest and he went down to
search the gardens again till the physi-
cians would come up with something.
The peacock had now spread its feath-
ers majestically and began dancing. If
he had not been in such a foul mood
it was actually a beautiful monsoon
evening with the sun setting with an
ethereal rainbow in the sky and the
peacocks calling to one another in their
high pitched shrieks. He followed the
peacock down a lesser known path till
he came to a marble gazebo surround-
ed by a green hedge. A glint caught his
eye, the rains seemed to have washed
some of the mud away and there it was-

a polished handle jutting out from be-
neath the hedge. He bent down to pick
it up and was stunned to find a two
edged short sword. It still had some
dried blood on the tip. He ran with it
all the way to the infirmary.

The oldest physicians said, “Chief
we have examined the wounds; there
were not made by any weapon known
to us. It seems to have cuts on both
sides simultaneously.”

Samarvir held up the sword and ev-
eryone gasped, “Something like this?”
he was almost shouting with excite-
ment.

“Yes that could be the weapon used
to kill the young Prince, and it still has
some dried blood on it I see. Where did
you find it?”asked the old Physician.

Samarvir could hardly breathe now,
“I found it in the garden, but it’s not
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from the Palace it’s a Hun weapon, now

how the devil could a Hun have passed
the gates and assassinated the young
Prince under our very noses? It’s just
not possible.” The Huns were known
to have started invading the empire but
none of them had been seen so close
to Ujjpur.

The old physician nodded and
said,” But I also have some other news
for you, while it may be the same sword
which was used to attack the Prince, it’s
not what killed him. The blade of the
weapon did not enter the heart but
stopped at the sternum, we found that
the bone bore the brunt of the attack
and the heart was not damaged by it
acall.”

Samarvir's brows shot up into his
head,”No, then what killed him? Did
his heart fail as he was attacked? Was he
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choked with his jewelry as the pulled it
off him?”

“No indeed we have found traces of
poison in the Princes intestines. A slow
moving poison which takes time, and
could have affected him an hour after
he had his meal and went for a stroll in
the garden.”

Samarvir's elation at having found
the murder weapon was short lived and
he now began to follow a different track
to trace how the Prince had been mur-
dered. It was obviously an inside job.
A shoddy job at best, a poor attempt
to make it look like a robbery and at-
tack from outside by a Hun. He began
to think of how the body could have
been disposed of into the river without
crossing the gates. He went up to the
roof of the palace and began pacing up
and down. The sun had set now and

Story

his gaze went to the tower that over-
looked the river. Thats it; he thought
to himself and ran all the way up the
spiral staircase. It was a steep climb and
he was panting when he reached the
minaret on top. He looked down at the
river and imagined how someone could
have flung the body from there in the
night. It would take a lot of effort and a
very strong man to do it though as the
river was not that close by. He walked
back down the steps slowly, looking
around and on a jagged stone of the
staircase he found a single golden silken
thread. He wrapped his fingers around
it. Indeed it was a thread of the finest
silk worn only by the royal family. It
had probably snagged on a rough stone
edge as the Prince’s body was carried or
dragged up the stairs.

At night Samarvir went to the Kings
chamber and informed him of the ter-
rible tragedy. He had asked no one else
to inform the King as he wanted to do
it himself and be able to tell him how
he would avenge that dastardly act.
The King coughed up bloody sputum
and sat up in his bed. The aging Mon-
arch took Samarvir's hand in his own
shaking hands, the thin skin and blue
veins clearly visible.

He said, “Samarvir , you are like my
own son, I want you to find the cow-
ards responsible for this so I can punish
them before I die.”

Samarvir nodded, his eyes welling
up with tears. He helped the King to
lie down again and returned to his
chambers. He lay in bed staring at
the ceiling the whole night getting up
only for water to quench his parched
throat. He was waiting for the first
light of dawn. He went down to the
courtyard and summoned the Prince’s
body guards. He singled out tow of the
strongest ones and began cross ques-
tioning them. At the slightest hesita-
tion he cracked his whip of nine tails at
them shouting, “I will have each of you
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flogged publically till death if I dont
get the truth out of you.” The guards
all cowered at his fury.

Samarvir came upon an interesting
fact; one of the big built guard’s wives
was a cook in the Prince’s kitchen. He
left the guards questioning midway
and ran up to the royal kitchens. The
cooks were startled to see him.

“Who oversaw the Princes food?
Where is the guard’s wife?”

The male cook stammered,”Sh--
she left for her village a few days back
to help her ailing Mother.”

Samarvir's suspicion was fully con-
firmed now, “Get out of the kitchen
all of you, now!” he thundered.

He began to conduct a search.
Just then he saw a black cat peering
at him. It was the Prince’s pet cat. He
shooed her away but she kept follow-
ing him rubbing up against his legs
and purring. The dam cat can probably
still smell the Princes blood on me he
thought, talk about cats having a sixth
sense. He stamped his feet to get the
cat out of his way and she leapt on to
the top most shelf and tipped over a jar
of pickle making a mess on the floor.
Samarvir looked up and to his surprise
found a small green vial hidden behind
the pickle jar. He opened the lid and
sniffed it. He took it to the infirmary
and it was confirmed that it was the
same poison which was found in the
Princes body.

Samarvir now lined up all the cooks
and cracked his whip. But again his
lead seemed to have hit a dead end. The
cooks all admitted to knowing about
the poison and they said that it was a
daily practice to add a tiny amount of
poison to the Princes food in order to
make him immune in case any of his
enemies tried to poison him.

But Samarvir asked them who had
administered more than the normal
dose but it was not clear. Samarvir im-
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mediately got on his horse and rode
down for a whole day till he reached
the village of the guards’ wife’s home.
He did not trust anyone now, not even

his carriage driver as he did not want
anyone to warn her or tamper with any
evidence he might chance upon. He
burst into the small cottage and saw the
cook sitting next to her frail mother on
a charpoy.

She was startled to see him and fold-
ed her hands immediately and started
trembling. Samarvir spat out at her.
“Miserable woman, tell me everything
or I shall behead you right here in front
of your Mother.” He could not control
his anger and was trembling too as he
held his sword to her neck. She did not
speak but just kept wailing loudly for
forgiveness.

Samarvir's eyes went to the shelf cut
out in the mud hut and he was sur-
prised to see expensive medicines from
the Royal Physician himself. He let the
cook fall to the ground and grabbed
the medicines. “Oh so you have been
enjoying royal privileges as well I see.
Now tell me at once who asked you to

poison the Prince or I shall throw all
these medicines away and your Moth-
er will die.”

The cook blurted out that it was
the Kings youngest wife who want-
ed her son to be the next King after
the old king died. She had forced her
and her husband to plot the murder.
In return they had got bags of gold
and lifesaving medicines for her dying
mother. The royal physician was also
involved in planning the murder. The
cook fell at Samarvir's feet and pleaded
to be spared; he kicked her away and
headed back to the Palace. By the time
he reached back the next day the King
had died peacefully in his sleep and the
coronation ceremony of the underage
Prince was being held.

Samarvir walked in and stopped the
Priests from continuing with the cer-
emony and told his unbelievable tale.
The youngest Queen and Royal Physi-
cian were placed under arrest and taken
away in chains, finally to be executed
alongwith the bodyguard and his wife
the cook.

The young Prince was coroneted
but the elder Queen was made the Re-
gent to hold all powers till he came of
age. The youngest queen got her wish
at last but at what cost. Samarvir could
not get himself to kill or arrest an in-
nocent child for the sins of his Mother
and anyways he was the only legal heir
to the throne left. Thus History wrote
the story of the youngest Prince that
day, but with the blood of his ancestors
and the river of blue blood flowed on.

Disclaimer: This story is a work of
fiction and a product of the author's
imagination. Any resemblance to
actual persons or events is purely
coincidental.

Editor, Shiksha Saarthi
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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VOCABULARY ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES

ithout grammar, we can use a
lictle English but without vo-
cabulary we can use nothing.
Vocabulary is the first and foremost
requirement for a language . A second-
ary student must be equipped with at
least a 3000 to 5000 word stock to have
a good command over English Lan-
guage. Every teacher and the student
must be acquainted with new words
used in their text . They should know
the meaning and usage of the word he
or she comes across while reading text.

ACTIVITY 1.
INTRODUCTION SESSION:

While having Introduction of the
students , a teacher should adopt the
following activity .

1 TELL YOUR NAME WITH
AN ADJECTIVE BEFORE YOUR
NAME.

FOR EXAMPLE: The teacher
should give an example of how to in-
troduce yourself . He or she will give
an example by introducing himself or
herself.

I am smart Surender Ku-
mar.

The teacher asks the stu-
dents to introduce themselves
using at least one adjective be-
fore their names.

STUDENT 1 — My name
is nice Aman.

STUDENT 2- My name is
brave Nikita.

STUDENT 3- My name is
beautiful poonam.

STUDENT 4- I am intelligent
Ankit.

Andsoon .....

When all the students would have
give their introduction one by one.

The teachers will give them a restric-
tion.

* Introduce yourself by using an
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adjective before your names beginning
with the same letter of your own name.
The teacher will give an example

I am systematic Surender.

Now the students will search rele-
vant adjectives and start introducing
themselves.

STUDENT 1 — I am attractive
Aman.

STUDENT 2- I am nice Nikita.

STUDENT 3- I am patriotic Poo-
nam.

STUDEN 4- My name is active
Ankit.

In this way the teacher will com-
plete the session of introduction.

ASSIGNMENT FOR THE STU-

DENTS

Learning outcomes. Speaking skills,
Use of adjectives, relevance of adjec-
tives, increase in vocabulary.

1 . Make the list of adjectives used
by all the students in the class and use

o
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them in your daily life.

2. Write the names of your family
members using atleast 2 suitable adjec-
tives before their names.

ACTIVITY 2

Make words as many as you can
from the given letters and use them in
your own sentences.

1. Divide the class into small groups

2 . Give them cut outs of letters.

3. Ask them to make meaningful
words and note down in their note
books.

4. Give them time limit ie 20 min.

5 . Ask the group leaders to present
their words in front of the whole class.

6 . Jot down their words on the
black board and note their respec-
tive scores.

7. Declare the winner group .

8 . Assign the vocabulary as
homework.

Peer group interaction is the
best method to teach and learn
vocabulary and other skills. There
can be a number of activities to be
adopted in the class.

I have gone through many
such activities and got wonderful
results.

I got 100% board results in English
through peer group interaction tech-
nique.

Surender Kumar

Lecturer in English
GSSS Kairu — Bhiwani
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Amazing

Penguins can jump as high as 6 feet in the air.
Men are four times more likely to be struck by light-

ning than women.

The longest acceptance speech in the history of the
Oscars was by Greer Garson in 1942. She received an
Oscar for Best Actress for the movie Mrs. Miniver, and
her speech was five minutes and 30 seconds long,.
Only one person in two billion will live to be 116 or
older.

Octopi change colours when they become frightened.
Normally they are a brownish colour, but can change
to green or blue when fear sets in.

A "gelotologist" is a person who studies laughter.

The deepest underwater penguin dive is 1,772 feet by
an Emperor Penguin.

When a predator is chasing an impala, a type of ante-
lope, it runs in a zig zag formation jumping as high as
three metres.

David Rice Atchinson was President of the United
States for exactly one day. This happened due to a
glitch in American law at the time.

10. To make one glass of orange juice, 50 glasses of water
are needed to grow enough oranges to make the juice.
11. Tomatina is the legendary Spanish tomato-throwing
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

festival held in Bunol, Spain.

. Pigs have no sweat glands, which is why they stay in

water or mud to keep cool.

. There is no element on Mendeleev's (the current) pe-

riodic table of elements abbreviated, either partially, or

fully, with the letter J.

. The microwave was invented after a researcher walked

by a radar tube and a chocolate bar melted in his pock-
et.
In February 1878, the first telephone book was pub-
lished in New Haven, Connecticut. The book was one
page long and had fifty names in it.
Only President to win a Pulitzer: John E Kennedy for
"Profiles in Courage".
The largest volcano known is on Mars: Olympus
Mons, 370 miles wide and 79,000 feet high, is almost
three times higher than Mount Everest.
Mexican jumping beans jump because of moth larvae
inside the bean.
‘Women blink nearly twice as much as men.
Dentists have recommended that a toothbrush be kept
at least 6 feet away from a toilet to avoid airborne par-
ticles resulting from the flush.

www.greatfacts.com/
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KNOWLEDGE

1. How many degrees is each angle in
an equilateral triangle? Sixty

2. What railway line is green on the
traditional map of the London Un-
derground (Tube)? District Line

3. Keflavik International Airport is in
which country? Iceland

4. A dibber (or dibble) is used in
what: gardening; bingo; brain sur-
gery; or boating? Gardening

5. Japanese Haiku poetry is generally
said to contain how many lines and
how many syllables when presented
in English? Three lines and seven-
teen syllables

6. Cambridge Late Pine, Redgaunt-
let and Elsanta are varieties of what
fruie? Strawberry

7. Who wrote the lines, "Tyger! Ty-
ger! burning bright, In the forests
of the night..." ? William Blake

8.  What word, meaning 'crown' in
Latin, refers to a visible electrical
discharge and a planetary halo? Co-
rona

9. Before 'Poppy Appeal' what words
appeared on the central black but-
tons of poppies sold in Poppy Ap-
peal in the UK every year? Haig
Fund

10. In the 2010 Formula One motor
racing season how many points are
awarded to the winning driver of a
Grand Prix? 25

11. What title was shared by three dif-
ferent songs which achieved UK or
US number one positions within a
few months of each other during
1984-85? The Power of Love

12. Who first published and popular-
ised the stories Snow White, Cin-
derella, Rumpelstiltskin, Rapunzel,
Sleeping Beauty and Red Riding
Hood? The Brothers Grimm

13. What creature is a pismire? Ant

14. What is the square root of two-hun-
dred and eighty-nine? Seventeen

15. Yukon and Nunavut are Federal
Territories of which country? Can-

ada

16. What is the traditional name for a

spot on a domino? Pip

17. What word for a wild or half-
tamed horse derives from the Span-
ish word for rough wood and spe-
cifically a knot in wood? Bronco

18. ICO - the UK agency responsible
for data protection, privacy and
freedom of information - stands for
what? Information Commission-
er's Office

19.  Eyjafjallajokull is what: a Nor-
wegian football club; an Alaskan
horse; a disease of the feet; or Ice-
land's volcano responsible for the
air-traffic paralysing ash cloud? Ice-
land's volcano responsible for the
air-traffic paralysing ash cloud

20. Which footballer scored all of En-
gland's five goals in their 1975 5-0
defeat of Cyprus? Malcolm Mac-
Donald

https://www.businessballs.com/quiz/
quiz-65-general-knowledge/
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