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¢ Quarantine writings

CoviDreams - A Vision of
Imagination and Adventure

Dr. Deviyani Smgh_o They quarantined my body but
they couldn't confine my mind’s

eye. Every night I soar into outer-space

with the stars. Run rings around Jupi-

ter and play catch with comrade Mars.

Stern Saturn chided me while Venus
winked. Neptune and Pluto watched
from afar. I smiled back; they were
gone in a blink. Mercury was tempera-
mental and Uranus unpredictable.
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I played hopscotch with the constel-
lations; took a big leap on the Great
Bear. Tried on Orion's belt, it didn't
fit. The Comets exploded with mirth at
my expanding lock-down girth. Then I
rode around the galactic carousel of the
Milky Way on mighty Pegasus.

An astronaut floated by; his white
spacesuit reminded me of the PPEs
in hospitals. Frightened, I plummeted
through the Firmament into Earth's
Oceans. Letting the Great Barrier Reef
soothe my grief. The kaleidoscopic cor-
als lit up my monochromatic life. Psy-
chedelic fish darted out of their marine
homes; no aquarantine here.

I watched scores of Oliver Ridley
turtles migrating on the ocean currents
like the mélange of migrant labourers
trudging miles without rest. Unlike
the turtles they didn't have the empty
beaches of Puri to nest. There appeared
a diver; his breath rasping in and out
of his aqua lungs like the ventilators
of dying Covid patients. I felt I was
drowning, thrashed to the surface gasp-
ing for air. Only to remember even air
was unsafe.

I headed for the Poles and swam
beneath the ice caps; skated with pen-
guins and polar bears; they had not yet
met Mr. Covid and had no fears. I held
on to a shark's fin and surfed on the
waves. Whales followed me with their
tiny eyes; their sonar songs soothed
my senses. Surfacing and spouting air
in a big whoosh like the patients who
were able to breathe at last. Their tail
fins landed with loud claps flat on the
water as if applauding the doctors and
patients on recovery.

I flew to the mighty Himalayas and
perched myself atop Everest, enjoying
the sights. I saw a long line of climb-
ers waiting to summit. Their laboured
breathing from oxygen cylinders jolted
me back to the scenes of overcrowded
covid tents in Italy. I grabbed a pair of
skis, and zigzagged at breakneck speed

e 2020

till T reached the powder slopes; leav-
ing a mist of snow in my wake. Then I
plunged into a mountain stream. The
crystal clear water gurgled over boul-
ders. I lay back arms folded, feeling like
a river fairy cascading with the current.
I squealed in childish delight as the
roller coaster rapids tossed me around.

The river tumbled into the salty sea.
The warm sun vaporised the droplets
and I drifted in pristine white clouds.
They turned dark and heavy, drench-

ing the Earth in torrential rain, which
alas could not cleanse the virus.

I woke to a loud clap of thunder.
Purple lightning flashed across the
peach palette of dawn. The dream had
ended but the nightmare of dark dreary
days had begun again.

Pics by Justin Estcourt
(@jetsyart, instagram)
Editor Shiksha Saarthi
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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| .. Environment

The Earth is not ours; Let us
together ma

n July 21, 2015, Kofi Annan,

former U.N. President had tweet-
ed "The Earth is not ours, it is a trea-
sure we hold in trust for our children.
We must be worthy of that trust”. This
tweet has become more referential af-
ter the world-wide outburst of the
Pandemic, COVID-19. It is the time
of action now or never because if we
delay more things will get worse. The
havoc that mankind is playing with
nature won't spare us time for setting
things right if delayed in action. It's the
time to change our definition of prog-
ress and prosperity. Exploiting nature
for monetary gains will definitely have
dangerous consequences on the lives
on this Planet.

Has anyone ever thought about
the Pandemic COVID-19 before its
spread? No and not even in fiction
or poetry could one think that our

o
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mistakes will lead us to a state where
mankind will have to be locked down.
Nature supports all the species on the
planet, Earth but destroys the species
which does not respect the laws of na-
ture and keep spoiling it without caring
for the future of our coming genera-
tions. All the species on Earth are en-
joying their lives freely except human
beings. We all deserve it for greedi-
ly exploiting the nature. Now when
we are facing the threat of Pandemic
COVID-19 worldwide, it is the time
for us to redefine our priorities.
Environment protection laws should
be observed strictly on the planet. The
people must be made aware more con-
cretely about the importance of nature.
Unhealthy practices that make our en-
vironment polluted must be stopped
by making people of the world aware
or by imposing strict laws. Use of fer-

ke it better
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tilizers, pesticides and even research
on unhealthy projects which could be
dangerous for us must be discouraged
and stopped at world level. The organ-
isations like U.N. and W.H.O. need
to be more powerful. We can imagine
life without gadgets of comfort but
can't stay on this Earth for long with
this COVID 19 type of Pandemic.
What would happen if some day our
drinking water or food grains get con-
taminated? Students in universities and
even in schools should be taught in a
way that they become real nature lov-
ers. It is the time for deep introspection
and to correlate ourselves with nature.
Let us join hands for making a better
world for ourselves and our future gen-
erations.
- Shri Bhagwan Bawwa,
Lecturer in English,

G.S.S.S, Lukhi (Rewari)
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CHANGING ROLE

Media .. |

OF MEDIA

II the news channels are covering
the sufferings of migrant labour
going in groups to their home states

from various states of India. The
hardships they are facing while on
the road are drinking water, food to
eat, walking barefoot in the scorching
heat, restless sleep and all most essen-
tials for survival. The labourers on the
road are determined to continue their
journey on barefoot, it does not matter
how much they might have to cover,
1000 kilometers, or more than this
distance. How many days they have to
walk is not known to them. What oth-
er type of problems they will be facing,
they are not aware. Some have died in
accidents while walking on the road
side. There are some pregnant women,
they are facing difficulty in walking,
suffering a lot with small children, even
less than one year old. Have the gov-
ernment, centre or states done enough
for them? Is it myth more than reali-
ty, it is not known to us. They all are
Indians, and what sins they have com-
mitted, why have they been placed to
bear such hardships? In such a un-prec-
edented situation, I strongly feel that
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the media persons can take up an ad-
ditional responsibility to do something
for them. Now they can develop new
media mindset in minimizing the suf-
ferings of poor labourers. An attitude
of social work can play significant role.
The media has got faster access to the
people they can mobilize resources
from the community where ever they
are. The reporters are in the field ev-
erywhere, covering and collecting the
material for their channels. They can
mobilize the resources from the nearby
villages, should do something more of
social work type to ease out the suffer-
ing. Many villages are close to the roads
on which the workers are walking. The
media reporters are having their con-
veyance along with other group mem-
bers. They can go to nearby villagers
and motivate them for arranging some
food and water for the labour on the
road. The people in the villages are
good everywhere, they will come for-
ward to help these migrants by pro-
viding simple rice and dal, etc. I know
these labourers could not be provided
any transport. Some people are saying
so many things, but nobody is coming

forward. How can people survive three
months or so without any salary or la-
bour wages. These labourers were also
paying room rent for their stay in the
cities of their work. Giving Rs.5000/-
or so to a family per month, is diffi-
cult for anybody to manage with this
amount even for a week. So, my hum-
ble request is to media agencies to do
some social work by simply motivating
the people to come forward to help the
labour on the road. The media agen-
cies could praise the people who do
the human service for providing food,
water, etc. Of course, they have been
doing this very scarely. Some medical
facilities should be provided at some
places on road sides, say after every five
kilometer or so. There are many good
social organizations, which are ready to
work; the media reporters should try to
locate them in the village by meeting
the Sarpanch or social leaders. The
government officials will not be able to
do everything by themselves, citizens
and media must help with teamwork.
Dr. B. S. Nagi
8/59 Ramesh Nagar, New Delhi—
110015
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Power of Appreciation

“The deepest principle in human
beings is the craving for apprecia-
tion”...

William Jones

The quote compelled me to think
that I have been in teaching profession
for 25 years, but:--

How many students of mine would
have got their craving quenched by me?

How many people do I appreciate
every day?

Do I appreciate and compliment
those students and my colleagues who
deserve it?

How I been liberal in extending
compliments for making my students
and my peers feel better and encour-
aged?

Do I appreciate and compliment
more frequently those students, col-
leagues, friends of mine for whom I
have a liking or I have no prejudice
against and foremost? And the last but
not the least;

Do I crave for appreciation?

Yes, ‘I do’” says my inner self. I des-
perately yearn for appreciation by all
the time, like the children but feign

ag
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composure most of time as if I dont
care!l!

Yes, I have felt the impact of
appreciation by some of those in my
life. I do keep those ‘pats on my back’
close to my heart which have trans-
formed me into ‘somebody’ from ‘no-
body’. I do vividly remember some
of my mentors praising before every-
one in the classroom or public place. I
felt so elated!! I did know that I might
have not deserved those words but still
craving for them. Truly, some of those
might have been lies told by my men-
tors. But those lies transformed my life
completely. But today, I feel miserable,
as I feel that I teach only English. I nev-
er thought of complimenting or appre-
ciating my students, fellows and friends
for no reason. I have been so stingy in
giving something which I could have
afforded easily.

Swami Vivekananda said, “Educa-
tion is the manifestation of perfection
already in man. Like fire in a place of
flint, knowledge exists in mind. Sug-
gestion is friction, which brings it out”.

Needless to assert, a teacher’s role
should be to provide a mere spark to
ignite the mind to inspire, to make stu-
dents wonder, to raise the self esteem
and self confidence of the students.

Making students realise their hid-
den potential should be the key idea of
education. The whole world is replete
with successful dropouts and stories of
their lives. Many successful / renowned
personalities couldnt get their elemen-
tary education. They realised their po-
tential had great success stories.

A teacher is not merely a teacher.
He is a mentor, guide and friend. He
should not only teach his subject but
also go beyond the classroom to make
them creative thinkers and self-driven
individuals. “A teacher himself an insti-
tution of excellence”....

Success of a teacher lies in
the success of his students. As Guru
Dronacharya is known through Ar-
juna and Acharya Chankya is known
through Chandragupta Maurya. They
used the tool of appreciation to make
them excellent.

I envisage that we can inculcate the
values of tolerance, fair play, compas-
sion, integrity and fortitude among
the students by appreciating their tiny
achievements.

Every teacher must learn the art
of fabricating ‘appreciation’ to get the
best out of his students. There lies an
inherent craving of appreciation in all
of us. Lets appreciate each other to
kindle the lateral fire in each one of us
to transform lives.

“Appreciate the doer if you
want to get anything done”...

Surender Kumar Sharma
Lecturer in English
GSSS Kairu

(Bhiwani)
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[ MISS MY SCHOOL

T ‘Miss my scfiool,
T ‘Miss my scfiool,
And all my students' smiles.

Their way of saying, "Geed Merning,”
And thie way of “ Ma’am Bye-Bye.”

T missed merning assembly with them,
Where they never make a straighit line.
We start with rfiymes and prayer,
Wrhere they never close thieir eyes.

‘Now, I'am missing my class sessions,

Where my student’s talk inaudible.

And where T start scolding and enquire

Thiey never admit amidst whispering expressions.

T wish 1 could fiear the class neises.
And wishi to see their naughitiness in scfiool recess time
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T'am missing their word of applause for me.

“Ma’am you are looking se good. today.”
‘No doubt! It is their favourite line.

T'am missing the fiooting of all my student’s,
When I say, “No class teday.”

And thiey ask me to play with them,

And we go to the ground.

Oh! That's was such a lovely time,

With all my student’s all around.
Covid-19 made us all in Isolation pfiase
T'am missing my schiool every time.

Jasleen Kaur

TGT Science

G.S.S. School, Sector-19
Panchkula
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The School Comes Homes

Forgetting our past routine,
Experiencing new and enjoying our
teens,

Coming to a world which we'd never
seen,

Where our digital teachers are making
us keen.

‘No movies in theatres ’, ‘No cusine
in hotels’, ‘No kids in the park’, ‘Noth-
ing flying in the sky’ but schools are
going on. The favorite phase of a stu-
dent’s school day is the time when the
bell rings and he or she rushes out of
the busy place to his or her home. This
used to be very common couple of
months ago but after the widespread of
the hazardous pandemic COVID - 19
worldwide, things changed. Firstly our
home became school and then school
came home like Hulk in the Avengers.

Things have changed at the 360 de-
grees as uniforms converted to casual
wears, heavy bags changed to portable
tabs and amazing virtual teachers re-
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placed our live teachers.

In this whole scenario the things
that students miss are tapping and
clapping of classroom, assurance in
their teacher’s eyes, infinite thoughts
for a single question and what not, on
the other hand, the list of things and
activities they don’t miss need to be
googled. In this unpredictable period,
students also lose the three ‘C’s that
are very important for education that
include — Conversation, Creativity and
Critical thinking. Students miss the
most exciting aspect of their day that
is their games or activity period where
they learn and practice motor skills and
understand the actual meaning of team
work that pay emphasis on enhancing
their leadership qualities along with
their emotional and sensory develop-
ment.

The aim of education is not to
promote just learning but to spread
experiential and naturalistic learning

that prepares a morally upright, envi-
ronmentally sensitive and socially re-
sponsible citizen. Compassion for the
community and respect for mankind
are the major qualities of an educated
person and not merely a literate person.

Apart from that, today if students
are capable of managing their work at
home, then the credit goes to e-learn-
ing by which teachers have become
just a click away from their students.
Also, this concept of e — learning will
reset India’s education system as in face
- to - face teaching at school, children
just memorize, replicate and then for-
get when the exam is over. Teaching
at home will make children forget the
exam fever.

A very advantageous fact of learning
at home is that one has a lot of time
to think about a particular question or
a topic and respond to the teacher in
a favorable time which students might
not find in campus learning because in
face — to — face learning at times, when
a question is put by the educator and a
student wants some time to think, of-
ten he or she gets caught in a situation
in which the tutor wants him or her to
answer the question and the student is
left with nothing but to stand still.

Spread of education in this lock-
down has increased the responsibilities
of each stakeholder. The increase in
responsibilities of teachers has reached
miles as they are trying their best to
prepare classes for their students that
are appropriate for them by verbal and
non — verbal means that include all
gestures and hidden ideas keeping in
mind that their lesson plans prove to
be productive and are easily accessible
to each child.

For making their lesson plans reli-

able to each child, the problems faced
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by teachers go unseen. Every teacher
does not possess the facilities provided
by their school available at home but
as we all know that there is always a
flip side of a coin. These teachers don’t
let these issues like non — availability
of resources or improper environment
become a barrier in their efforts of
spreading education. Many teachers
don’t possess any medium like black
or white boards present at their homes
for teaching. To get over this problem
many are using objects like white tiles,
pasting chart papers and some of them
are making their home walls a writing
medium to teach their children.

The major problem that threatens
both the teachers and students in this
phase of e — learning is internet con-
nectivity. A UNESCO report states
that almost 70.6 crore students around
the world are restrained from e — learn-
ing due to no internet or WI — FI con-
nectivity at home.

Teachers are replying to their stu-
dents till late hours. Their chat boxes
and mails are full of queries. Not only
in academics but teachers are also mak-
ing their children smart at their phys-
ical growth by preparing a number of
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yoga and dance sessions that they can
easily practice at their respective plac-
es which reduces their boredom, as in
lockdown, there are limited entertain-
ment resources. Many are appreciating
their great efforts while some of them
are making fun of them by troubling
them calling at late hours.

Undoubtedly ‘School at Home’ is
a sustainable approach. It conserves a
lot of resources. It has improved the
technical knowledge of both teachers
and students. There is negligible peer
pressure on students that helps them
do the things they feel right without
any interference. Also, children devel-
op skills that they may not have been
introduced to in our traditional teach-
ing system.

One of the major pros of learning
at home for students is that children
can login anytime they want. Though
it disturbs their maintained routine it
comes out be productive as they won't
have to miss any lecture in between as
they can pause and resume any time.
Also, they can always rewind and see
the part of the video or lecture which
seems to be difficult to them.

On the other side of the coin, stu-

-
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dents have become indisciplined by
their disturbed time table; moreover,
paying much time to screen makes
them physically recessive. There are
also many predictable but non — fruit-
ful consequences of this remote learn-
ing like introduction of an extremely
wide gap between the possessors and
non — possessors of online education,
between the rich and the poor and as a
result between low — income countries
and high — income countries.

So, there are both pros and cons on
each side of the coin. School at home
proves to be productive and difficult
at the same time. Virtual reality does
not show the true mirror of drawbacks
in a student’s life though it is much
beneficial. It’s focus of students and
motivation of teachers that actually
transforms an ordinary citizen into a
successful person who not only sur-
passes but also excels the barricades
that create a hindrance in their path of
achieving excellence.

Pihu Agrawal
St.Kabir’s School Class 9
agrawalsmita726@yahoo.in
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It was the 30th of December when my ears picked up this argument,
Year 2019 and 2020 expressing their pent-up sentiments.
2019 was sad upon its oncoming demise,

2020 said everyone was in for a huge surprise!

The world was all excited about the start of a new decade,
Busy making sure that their ambitious plans would be obeyed,
While in a lab in Wuhan there was some danger brewing,
Something that would be the year’s undoing.

Not long after people far and near

Had toasted to 2020 and with great cheer;

The Corona virus entered the world.

“Confined to our homes!”, people cried “This is absurd!”

Governments across the globe declared a quarantine,

Suddenly all everyone had was time and more time!

After reluctantly accepting that it was near illegal to sneeze, I

And fervently washing our hands out of fear of the disease.

Everyone decided to make most of what the situation would bring, -
While Mother Nature went in for a bit of well-deserved pampering.
Soon the Earth healed and the skies cleared,

What felt like a feeling of peace neared.

“With those nasty humans stowed away,” Mother Nature mused,
“Destruction could be kept well at bay!”

And those nasty humans cooped up at home,

Did great amounts of introspection and soon it was known.

That they had learnt how to live better,

Find joy at the slightest, maybe compliment the weather.

And when this pandemic would end,

There would be a thousand prayers to send.

To those who had lost a loved one to the vicious virus,

But all together so that the sadness would not overwhelm us.

A brand-new world would emerge slowly.

With people who had learnt the art of living completely.

All T wish is that next time (I pray for none) it shouldn't take a virus to see,
How our world is actually supposed to be.

S
Anushka Barua
Study centre 11 ==
The Assam Valley School
Balipara ——
- e ————
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Compendium of Academic

Courses After +2
Central Board of Secondary Education India

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
MACHINE LEARNING
Introduction

Artificial Intelligence belongs to
a field of science and engineering in
which studies and research aim to de-
velop intelligent computer machines
that can perform tasks with human
intelligence. It includes speech recogni-
tion, visual perception,

logic and decision, multi-language
translation and more. Digital bits of
data is interpreted and turned into sig-
nificant experiences and outcomes with
aid / assistance of robotics, automation
and sophisticated computer software
and programs.

Courses
1. Machine Learning (Intermediate
Level)- Prerequisites Probability

and Statistics (or equivalent course).
Some background in linear algebra
and optimization. (IISc Bangalore)

2. Advanced Certification in Artificial
Intelligence & Machine Learning
(From IITT-H )

3. B. Tech Computer Science & Engi-
neering with specialization in Al &
Machine Learning

4. B. Tech CS or IT/ECE/ME/IN or
M.Sc. degree in CS/IT graphic de-
sign, information technology, health
informatics, or equivalent.

Eligibility
» 10+2 Science

» After, B Tech, valid GATE scores is
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required for M.
» Tech. CS/AI/IT, IC Technology and

Bioinformatics

Institutes/ Universities
1. IISc Bangalore

2. IIT Bombay

3. IIT Kharagpur

4. IIIT Hyderabad, Allahabad
5. IIT Madras

6. University of Hyderabad
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ASTRONOMY AND ASTROPHYSICS
Introduction
Astronomy is a combination of

physics, chemistry and mathematical
principles/rules. Astrophysics can be
called its offshoot. It deals with detailed
study of the physical, chemical and dy-
namic properties of celestial objects.
It also deals with the phenomena over
and above Earth's atmosphere. There
is associated study of calculations of
orbits, gravitational forces, satellites,
meteors, galaxies, comets, stars, plan-
etary objects, planets, satellites etc. In
Astrophysics, we explore and ensure
properties/nature of the astronomical
objects with the help of laws of physics
and chemistry. There is also the field
of Cosmology which studies the origin
and evolution of the universe.

Courses

1. M.Sc. /M. Phil PhD (Physics)

2. M.Sc. Astronomy;,

3. M.Sc. — Astrophysics

4. Integrated M. Tech- Ph. D (Tech.)
programme in Astronomical Instru-
mentation (Eligibility-B. Tech / BE
degree in Electrical/ Instrumenta-
tion/ Electronics and Communica-
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tions /Computer Science/Mechani-
cal Engineering or M. Sc degree in
Physics / Electronic Science / As-
trophysics/ Applied Mathematics /
Applied Physics
are also eligible to apply)

5. Ph. D Astrophysics/Astronomy

Eligibility

» 10 +2 with PCM

» Entrance Tests (PhD from IUCAA):

1. [IUCAA-NCRA Admission Test
(INAT) Link Details: http://inat.
ncra.tifr.res.in/inat

2. Joint Entrance Screening Test (JEST)
Details: http://www.jest.org.in/

3. CSIR-UGC NET for JRF (Physics)

Institutes/ Universities

1. University of Delhi, Delhi

2. Indian Institute of Astrophysics,
Bangalore

3. Indian Institute of Science, Banga-
lore

4. Raman
Bangalore

5. Inter-University Centre for Astron-
omy and Astrophysics (IUCAA) —
Pune

6. National Centre for Radio Astron-
omy - Tata Fundamental Research

Research Institute,

Institute — Pune.

7. Aryabhatta Research Institute of
Observational Sciences (ARIES),
Nainital

8. Harish-Chandra Research Institute
(HRI), Allahabad

9. Osmania University, Hyderabad

10. Madras University, Chennai

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERING
Introduction

The study of automotive engineer-
ing is to design, develop, fabricate, and
test vehicles or vehicle components
from the concept stage to production
stage by incorporating various elements
of engineering such as mechanical,
electrical, electronic, software and safe-
ty engineering.

Courses

1. B. Tech in Automobile Engineering
2. Dual Courses

3. M. Tech in Automobile Engineering

Eligibility

» 10 + 2 with Science for B. Tech /
B.E courses

» percentage of marks in Science sub-
jects as specified is required to quali-
fy engineering competitive exam.

Institutes/ Universities

1. University of Calicut, Malappuram,
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Kerala.
2. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Univer-
sity of Technology, West Bengal.
3. Rajasthan Technical University,
Kota, Rajasthan
BIO MEDICAL ENGINEERING
Introduction
Biomedical engineering is the study
of engineering as applied in the medi-
cal sector such as manufacturing pros-
theses, medical equipment, diagnostic
devices and drugs. Professionals in this
field are known as biomedical engi-
neers. The biomedical engineers utilize
the engineering methods and theories
to enhance health care. Orthopaedic
and rehabilitation engineering, molec-
ular, cellular and tissue engineering are
also a part of this discipline.
Courses
1. B.Sc. in Bio medical Science
2. B Tech in Biomedical Engineering
3. Dual Degree programmes
4. Ph. D programme in Bio medical

science

Eligibility

» (10+2) examination with biology,
maths and chemistry.

» For IITs, It is mandatory to qualify

in the Joint Entrance Examinations
(J.E.E). The duration for the course
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is 4 years.

Institutes/ Universities

1. All India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences New Delhi

2. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Centre of Bio-
medical Research, University of
Delhi,

3. Indian Institute of Technology
(BHU) Varanasi

4. Department of Biomedical En-
gineering, (University College of
Engineering) Osmania University,
Hyderabad

5. Govt. Model Engineering College,
Kochi, Kerala

BIO TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERING
Introduction

Biotechnology engineering is a
branch of engineering where technol-
ogy is combined with biology for re-
search and development. Biotechnolo-
gy involves wide range of subjects such
as engineering, genetics, biochemistry,
microbiology and chemistry.

There are various applications of
biotechnology in fields such as animal
husbandry, growth of vaccines and
medicines, agriculture, pollution con-
trol, energy production and conserva-
tion, healing of prolonged disease and
ecological conservation such as
. Gene therapy
. Tissue culture
. Immune technologies
. Genetic Engineering
. drug design
. Stem cell techniques
. New DNA technologies
. Photosynthetic efficiency
. Enzyme engineering and technology

O 0 N O\ N N~

Courses

1. Diploma in Biotechnology Engi-
neering

2. Bachelor of Engineering in Biotech-
nology

3. Bachelor of Technology in Biopro-
cess Technology
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4. Bachelor of Technology in Biotech-
nology and Biochemical Engineer-
ing

5. Bachelor of Technology in Biotech-
nology

6. Master of Engineering in Biotech-
nology

7. Master of Technology in Biotechnol-

ogy

Eligibility

» (10+2) examination with biology,
maths and chemistry. For IITs, It
is mandatory to qualify in the Joint
Entrance Examinations (J.E.E). The
duration for the course is 4 years.

Institutes/ Universities

1.1ITs

2. Aarupadai Veedu Institute of Tech-
nology (AVIT), Chennai, Tamil
Nadu.

3. Acharya Nagarjuna University
(ANU), Guntur, Guntur, Andhra
Pradesh.

4. Alagappa University, Karaikudi,
Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu.
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The Popsicle was invented by 11 year-old Frank Ep-
person in 1905. He left his drink outside with a stir
stick in it and he noticed that it had frozen. He ap-
plied for a patent in 1923 and named it "Epsicle."
The name was later changed to Popsicle

An earthquake on Dec. 16, 1811 caused parts of the
Mississippi River to flow backwards.

The highest point in Pennsylvania is lower than the
lowest point in Colorado.

There are only four words in the English language
which end in"-dous": tremendous, horrendous, stupen-
dous, and hazardous.

One pound of maple syrup can make eight pounds of
candy or sugar.

Uranus is the only planet that rotates on its side.7.
The peanut is not a nug, it is actually a legume.

A colony of bees have to fly almost fifty-five thousand
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

miles and tap two million flowers to make one pound
of honey.
Popped popcorn should be stored in the freezer or re-
frigerator as this way it can stay crunchy for up to three
weeks.
In Czechoslovakia, there is a church that has a chande-
lier made out of human bones.
The first fruit eaten on the moon was a peach.
The name "Lego” came from the Danish word LEg
Godt, which means "play well."
Female and male black bears cannot tolerate being
around each other except when they breed.
Twelve men have landed on and explored the moon
Unlike a frog a toad cannot jump.
The average weight of a newborn baby is 7 Ibs. 6 oz.
For a triplet baby it is 3 Ibs. 12 oz.
Baseball was the first sport to be pictured on the cover
of Sports Illustrated.
A group of tigers is called a streak.
Hippos drink as much as 250 litres of water in any giv-
en 24 hour period.
850 peanuts are needed to make an 18 oz. jar of peanut
butter.
The Beatles have sold more records than anyone else
with over a billion worldwide.
After the "Popeye" comic strip was launched in 1931,
spinach consumption went up by thirty-three percent
in the United States.
The largest type of penguin is the Emperor Penguin
which can stand to be almost 3.5 feet tall and weigh
more than 90 pounds.
Over 175 million cubic yards of earth was removed for
the creation of the Panama Canal.
7-Eleven was the first convenience store to have tele-
vision advertising. The animated commercial ran in
1949 and had a singing rooster and owl.
A honey bee strokes its wings about 11,500 times a
minute.
Sharks are so powerful that their bite can generate a
force of up to 18 tons per square inch.
The designated instrument for the city of Detroit is the
accordion.
Venus is the only planet that rotates clockwise.
There are approximately 2,700 different species of
mosquitoes.

www.greatfacts.com/
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10.

11.

12.

. What word for a meeting or way

of exchanging ideas was originally
an Ancient Roman public square?
Forum

Name the centrist French President
elected in 20172 Emmanuel Ma-
cron

What is the cube root of 822 (2x 2
x2=28)

The internet abbreviation TLD (eg
.com and .net and .de) stands for
what? Top Level Domain

What is the name of the popu-
lar MIT children's HTML pro-
gramming website: Batch; Snatch;
Scratch; or Catch? Scratch
"Tesekkur ederim' means 'thank
you' in which major language con-
necting Europe and Asia? Turkish
Ashkenazi are a people of which
ethnicity: Indian; Mexican; Jewish;
or Nordic? Jewish

. An 'angle grinder' tool typically has

a: Rocking saw; Spinning disc; Os-
cillating file; or Electric laser? Spin-
ning disc

A traditional type of Turkish De-
light confectionery is: Orchid; Tu-
lip; Rose; or Dandelion? Rose

In 2016-17 which nation pursued
tax fraud investigations against soc-
cer personalities including Cristia-
no Ronaldo and José Mourinho?
Spain

What is the title of a seaport pro-
fessional who takes temporary
command to dock a ship: Admiral;
Commodore; Navigator; or Pilot?
Pilot

Associated with magic, what is the
ancient Norse alphabet of 2nd-
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14th centuries: Sanskrit; Runic;
Turkik; or Wookiee? Runic

13. Which three of these must be pres-
ent for rust to form: Iron; Water;
Algae; Heat; or Oxygen? Iron, Wa-
ter, Oxygen

14. Having a high value-to-weight ra-
tio and now mostly virtual, what
fundamental concept reputedly
first emerged in Lydia (now Asian
Turkey) in the 7th century BC?
Money

15. What combat sport has a weapon
with parts called a button, foible,
forte, guard and pommel? Fencing
(the sword)

16.Name the Italian film director
Federico Fellini's 1960 movie, and
popular expression, which trans-
lates to "The Good Life' or '"The
Sweet Life"? La Dolce Vita

17.At 2017 the world's largest con-
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tainer ship, 'OOCL Hong-Kong',
holds how many 20ft containers:
2,140; 5,141; 8,012; or 21,4132
21,413

18. Combining two major sciences,
what is the study of the chemical
composition of living organisms?
Biochemistry

19. Roughly how many species of birds
exist: 2,750; 8,600; 37,000; or
96,000? 8,600

20. What is the traditional religious/
Greek name (meaning 'thanksgiv-
ing") for the Christian Holy Com-
munion or Lord's Supper? Eucha-
rist

21. The last Emperor of Russia, execut-
ed in 1918 by the Bolsheviks, was:
Peter I; Nicholas II; Vladimir III; or
Sergei IV? Nicholas IT

22.What Mexican corn tortilla dish is
named from the local meaning 'sea-
soned with chile pepper'? Enchila-
da

23.In summer 2017 Mattel launched
fifteen new versions of which com-
panion character including 'corn
rows' and 'man bun'? Ken (Barbie's
boyfriend)

24.What is the modern equivalent of
Royal Navy's 1914-18 code: Quee-
nie, Robert, Sugar, Tommy, Uncle,
Vinegar, William, Xerxes, Yellow,
Zebra? Quebec, Romeo, Sierra,
Tango, Uniform, Victor, Whiskey,
X-Ray, Yankee, Zulu (the interna-
tional phonetic alphabet, Q-Z)

https://www.businessballs.com/quiz/
quiz-267-general-knowledge/
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det*: This is an interesting story which

Lecture-1

Almost all the literature text books
for students are a store of wisely chosen
stories, articles, essays or interviews.
Each text book has some pre decid-
ed objectives. Due to COVID-19 all
the schools of country are closed for
months now. Efforts are being made to
keep students busy and safe at home.
Online teaching learning programmes
are going on country wide.

This article is also meant for learn-
ing. The main characters and theme
of the N.C.E.R.T. English text book,
Flamingo for class twelfth are being
precisely discussed here. The first four
lessons are here-

*The last lesson by Alphonse Dau-

ae
48 | forem are {ﬁv

tells us the importance of one's mother
tongue. French teacher, M.Hamel and
his student Franz are the main char-
acters in the story. Prussian army de-
feated French army and two districts
of France, Alsace and Lorraine passed
in to Prussian hands. Prussian rul-
ers banned teaching of French in the
schools of these two districts. M.Hamel
has to leave the school.

*Lost spring by Anees Jung*: This
story has two parts which describe the
miserable condition of poor children.
The first part of the story under sub
heading, The Ragpickers describes the
plight of the families who live in slums.
Saheb e Alam and the writer Anees

Jung are the main characters of this les-
son. The second part of the story, The
Bangle Makers takes us to Ferozabad
where we meet a boy named Mukesh
who is engaged in the work of bangle
making but he wants to be a motor
mechanic. Mukesh, his sister in law, his
elder brother and his father are main
characters of the story.

*Deep Water by William Douglas*
This story is narrated by the writer
himself, William Douglas. He tells us
about an accident of childhood that
how he was almost drowned in a pool.
Though he was saved a fear of water
stuck to him. Ultimately how did he
overcome his fear of water?

*The Rattrap written by Selma La-
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gerlof* The story The Rattrap shows
that how our greed can get us caught
in a Rattrap. The protagonist of the
story symbolises the human predica-
ment and keeps saying that the whole
world was like a big rattrap; some have
already been caught in this trap and
others are circling around the bait.
The main characters in the story are
the Rattrap Peddler, The Crofter, The

ironmaster and his daughter Edla.

Lecturer-2

In our series of The Shiksha Saarthi
class room, we shall discuss the main
theme and main characters of the first
four lessons of book Vistas prescribed
for class 10+2.

The first lesson of Vistas is *The
Third Level written by Jack Finney.*
The main character of the story is
Charley. He lives somewhere around
New York Central. He often goes to
his work through the subway of Grand
central station. The station has only
two levels but one day Charley found
the third level of the station which took
him to the past period. Charlie shared
his experience with his psychiatrist
friend, Sam. Sam said that it was just
his day dreaming. The story successfuly
depicts the modern era which is full of
fear and fantasy.

The second lesson is *The tiger king
written by Kalki.* which is based on
a prediction. An astrologer foretold
on the birth of a royal child that he
would be killed by a tiger. If the prince
could kill one hundred tigers he might
be saved. This prince became the king
of Pratibimbpuram and because of his
hunting of many tigers, he was popular-
ly known as Tiger king. He did his best
to kill one hundred tigers and killed
ninety nine tigers, but the hundredth
tiger became a cause of his death. The
writer has successfully shown how cruel
human beings are towards animals.

Chapter third of the book is *Jour-
ney to the end of Earth by Tisani

e 2020

Doshi*. It describes the writer's jour-
ney to Antarctica with 52 students un-
der the leadership of a Canadian, Geoff
Green. The writer wants to tell us that
we should visit Antarctica for know-
ing the present, past and future of the
Earth. She also warns about the climat-
ic changes due to our behaviour. She
talks of global warming and its possible
effects on the lives on the Earth.

The fourth lesson of Vistas is *The
Enemy written by Pearl S. Buck.* This
story is about a Japanese doctor named
Dr. Sadao who save the life of a soldier
of the enemy country's army since he

English Lectures I

finds it his duty as a doctor is to save
lives. Sadao could be behind the bars
for his act of saving an enemy but he
chooses the way of humanity and saves
the life of the enemy soldier. This story
teaches one to be a world citizen. The
main characters of the story are doctor
Sadao, his wife, Hana, the maid at the
doctor's house and the soldier of the
enemy's army.

Shri Bhagwan Bawwa
Lecturer in English
Govt.Sr.Sec.School, Lukhi,
Rewari
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