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‘Uphold Constitutional
spirit working together’

The President also released a commemorative
coin on the occasion and led the gathering in the
reading of the Preamble to the Constitution.

Hailing the Constitution as a “living document”,

Ms. Murmu said framers of the Constitution were
farsighted to provide for a system that could
adopt newideas.reﬁecﬁngmeneedsofchanging
times. “We have achieved many ambitious goals
related to social justice and inclusive development
through the Constitution,” she said, adding that
the aspirations of the people found expression in
the many legislation enacted by Parliament and,
during the past few vears, the government took
many steps for the development of all sections of
society, especially the weaker ones. *Such dedi-
sions have improved the lives of the people and
are providing them new opportunities for deve-
lopment,” she said.

The President said the Constitution was the out-
come of nearly three years of deliberations by
some of the greatest minds but in the true sense, it
was the outcome of the long freedom )

“The ideals of that incomparable national
movement came to be enshrined in the Constitu-
ton. Those ideals have been caprured succinctly
in the Preambie to the Constitution. They are jus-
tice, liberty, equality and fraternity. These ideals
have defined India since the ages,” she noted.

Mr. Dhankhar gave a call to parliamentarians to
restore the “sanctity of our democratic temples

through constructive dialogue, debate and mea-
ningful discussion to serve our people effectively”.

The Constitution’s opening words - “We the Pe-
ople of India” — carry deep meaning, establishing
citizens as the ultimate authority and Parliament
serving as their voice, he said. “We must always
put our nation first. We need to be on guard as nev-
er before,” Mr. Dhankhar said, adding that these
commitments were crucial for achieving the vision
of Viksit Bharat by 2047

Quoting Dr. Ambedkar's last address in the Con-

THe
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'EVMS are tampered when
'you lose, fine if you win: SC

Evangelist K.A. Paul says his visits abroad rev

ealed that paper ballot system is being followed in

democracies across the world: judge asks him if he wants to turn court into a political arena

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday indicat-
ed a level of hypo-
crisy attached to criticism
about electronic voting
machines, saving “EVMs

are tampered when you

| lose and fine if you win™.

The oral remark was
made by Justice Vikram
Nath before dismissing a
petition filed by evangelist

| KA. Paul, who sought a

Jjudicial order to return to

| Ppaper ballots.

Justice Nath, during the

| hearing, asked Mr. Paul

whether he wanted to turn
the court into a political
arena.

Mr. Paul said he was not
playing any politics in
court. He said his visits
abroad to various coun-
tries revealed that the pap-
er ballot system was being
followed in democracies
across the world,

He drew attention to the
fact that the court was
hearing his petition on

A
.

centre in Ranchi, Jharkhand. pm

Constitution Day.

The evangelist, appear-
ing in person, said the
Election Commission must
be directed to disqualify
candidates found distribut-
ing largesse, money, and li-
quor during elections for
at least five years. He said
corruption amounted to
violation of fundamental
rights to equality, due pro-
cess of law and free speech
and expression.

Result ready: Polling officials carrying EVMs a

frive at a counting

In April, the Supreme
Court had, in a judgment,
upheld the EVM system of
polling while refusing to re-
vive paper ballots.

“The weakness of the
ballot paper system is well
known and documented.
Keeping in view the vast
size of the Indian electo-
rate, the number of candi-
dates who contest the elec-
tions, the number of
polling booths, and the

Sharad Pawar to
form legal team
to probe doubts

MUMBAI

Taking cognisance of
apprehensions of party leaders
and booth-level workers’ over
the EVM's reliability, NCP(SP)
chief Sharad Pawar has
decided to form a legal team to
analyse the allegations of EvM
tampering. This comes after
the unexpected outcome of the
Maharashtra Assembly
election.

problems faced with ballot
papers, we would be undo-
ing the electoral reforms

directing reintroduction
of the ballot papers. EVMs
offer significant advantag-
es,” the Supreme Court
had reasoned in its verdict.

The court had observed

that “blind distrust” of an |

institution or a system
bred unwarranted scepti-
cism and impeded
Pprogress.

- November 27, 2024
Wednesday, Nc MOMALI

'HC seeks Centre’s

response to plea on

'Rahul’s citizenship

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

| The Lucknow Bench of the
Allahabad High Court has
asked the Centre to furnish
details of the action taken
on a complaint which
raised questions about

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s Indian
citizenship.

A Bench of Justices At-
| tau Rahman Masoodi and
| Subhash Vidyarthi was
| hearing a public interest li-
| tigation (PIL) petition filed

The representation was
| by S. Vignesh Shishir, moved following the dis-
whose social media profile  missal of his previous PIL
says he is a Bharatiya Jana-  plea in which the court had
| ta Party member from Kar- asked him to approach the
| nataka. competent authority un-
| In his plea, Mr. Shishir  der Section 32) of the Giti-
submitted that he had sent zenship Act, 1955, as far as
a detailed representation- it is permissible in law.
cum-complaint to the Fo- S.B. Pandey. Deputy Sol
reigners Division of the Un- icitor-General, submitted
.ion Home Ministry re- in the court that the
questing the authorities to  sentation made by the peti-
cancel Mr. Gandhi’s Indian goner had been received in
citizenship under the rele- the Home Ministry and the
vant rules. Same was under process.
| The plea alleged that Mr. “List this matter on De-
. Gandbhi has British citizen- cember 19, 2024. The out-
ship and sought a CBI come of the representation
|probe. The petitioner shall be apprised 1o the
| urged the court o pass a court on the next date of
| direction to the Chief Elec-
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‘Constitution

achieve ambitious goals’

President Droupadi
Murmu leads tributes
on Samvidhan Divas

Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Describing the Con-
stitution as a living and progres-
sive document, President Drou-
padi Murmu on Tuesday said it
is the strong foundation stone of
our democratic republic and
one that ensures our collective
and individual dignity.

“Our farsighted Constitution-
makers had provided for a sys-
tem of adopting new ideas,
according to the needs of the
changing times. We have
achieved many ambitious goals
related to social justice and
inclusive development through
the Constitution. With a new
approach, we are earning for
India a new identity in the com-
ity of nations,” she said in her
address to lawmakers on Sam-
vidhan Divas, the commemora-
tion of 75 years of adoption of
the Constitution.

Reflecting on the country’s
journey from the time the Con-
stitution was framed, she said,
“The Constitution-makers had
given a directive for India to
play an important role in pro-
motion of international peace

continued on-=37

helped us

e —

President Droupadi Murmu addresses 'Samvidhan Divas' function at Samvidhan Sadan. PTI

Ready to defend Constitution: Cong

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Congress on
Tuesday urged citizens to protect
the ethos of the Constitution and
said the struggle to defend
India’s inherent philosophy must
be reinvigorated and reignited in
the 75th year of its adoption.

In a swipe at the BJP, the
opposition party also asserted

that a time when those out to
destroy the Constitution are
showing insincere commitment
towards it, “our duty to protect it
and fight for its true values
becomes all the more relevant”.
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge said the people of
India should come together to
protect each and every thought
expressed in the Constitution.
“The 75th year of the adoption

of the Constitution has begun
today. I extend my warmest
wishes to all Indians on this his-
toric occasion,” the Congress
president said in a post on X.

“The Constitution of India,
painstakingly and carefully
drafted by our foremothers and
forefathers is the lifeblood of our
nation. It constitutes India into a
sovereign socialist democratic
republic,” he said.

DEPRESSION MAY
INTENSIFY INTO
CYCLONE "FENGAL
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CM Shinde with Governor CP
Radhakrishnan, on Tuesday. an|

EKNATH SHINDE
RESIGNS EVEN AS
SUSPENSE OVER
CM CONTINUES

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

v L
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- |

MUMBAI: Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde on
Tuesday morning met Governor
C P Radhakrishnan here and
tendered his resignation follow-
ing the results of the assembly
elections.

The governor asked Shinde to
act as a caretaker chief minister
till the new CM is sworn in, as
suspense continues over who
would be the ruling Mahayuti
coalition’s choice for the post
following its landslide victory.

Shinde was accompanied by
deputy Chief Ministers Devendra
Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar as he
visited the Raj Bhavan. The term
of the outgoing Maharashtra
assembly ends on November 26.

Despite the Mahayuti alliance
of the BJP, Shinde-led Shiv Sena
and Ajit Pawar’s NCP securing a
massive victory, winning 230
seats in the 288-member assem-
bly, consensus has eluded the
ruling combine’s leaders so far
on who should be the next CM.

Road Surcharge
of Rs 2/- is applicable on this
edition for all locations except
Dehradun, Haridwar, Mussoorie,
Rishikesh, Roorkee, Haldwamn,

Nainital & Rudrapur.

Lose, you complain;
win, EVM’s fine: SC

What the SCsaid

SELECTIVE APPROACH: "When you lose, EVMs are tampered

Utkarsh Anand

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday disapproved of
repeated doubts raised over Elec-
tronic Voting Machines (EVMs),
berating the tendency of political
leaders to question the credibility
of EVMs when they lose elections
while conveniently accepting the
system when they win.

“When you lose, EVMs are
tampered with; when you win,
EVMsare fine,” a bench of justices
Vikram Nath and PB Varale
remarked while dismissing a pub-
licinterest litigation (PIL) seeking
a return to ballot papers and other
electoral reforms including the
disqualification of candidates
accused of electoral corruption.

After petitioner KA Paul
referred to statements by Andhra
Pradesh chief minister Chandrab-
abu Naidu and his predecessor
Jagan Mohan Reddy casting
doubts on the credibility of EVMs,
the bench highlighted instances
where leaders who questioned
EVMs after defeats remained
silent on their alleged flaws after
securing electoral victories.

“When Chandrababu Naidu
won this time, he didn’t say EVMSs
could be tampered. This time,
Jagan Mohan Reddy lost, he said
EVMs can be tampered,” com-
mented the bench, referencing
claims made by the Andhra Pra-
desh CM and his predecessor in
previous years.

During the hearing, Paul
argued that India’s democracy was
atrisk dueto the alleged manipu-
lability of EVMs and sought a
return to paper ballots to ensure
transparency and fairness. Repre-
senting himself, Paul claimed that
democracy would “die” unless cor-
rective measures were taken and
raised concerns over the large
sums of money confiscated during

with; when you win, EVMs are fine."

“When Chandrababu Naidu won this
time, he didn’t say EVMs could be
tampered. This time, .l:)#{:m Mohan

s can be tampered.”

Reddy lost, he said EV

MALPRACTICES CLAIMS: "How will going
back to the ballot system help curb this?"

“We haven't seen or offered any money for casting
votes...don't know how this money is given.’

e &0
e =
e ==

NOT THE APPROPRIATE FORUM: “This
is not the platform to argue such matters.

elections as evidence of malprac-
tice. However, the court ques-
tioned the logic of linking the bal-
lot system to these issues, asking;
“How will going back to the ballot
system help curb this?”

Paul argued that only 32% of the
population cast votes and called
for measures to increase aware-
ness. He also alleged financial
impropriety involving industrial-
ists and political parties, claiming
an unnamed industrialist had
spent 1,200 crore across six states
tosecure contracts worth 48,000
crore. He even cited Tesla CEO
Elon Musk’s purported comments
on the possibility of tampering
with EVMs.

The bench was unconvinced.
“We have not seen or offered any
money for casting votes. We don't
know how this money is given,” it
said.

Ultimately, the court deemed
the PIL an inappropriate avenue
for such arguments. “This is not
the platform to argue such mat-
ters,” said the bench, dismissing
the plea and advising Paul to pur-
sue his grievances through proper
forum.

Tuesday's order aligns with the
Supreme Court's earlier endorse-
ment of EVMs, On April 26, a

bench comprising justices Sanjiv
Khanna (now the Chief Justice of
India) and Dipankar Datta dis-
missed a series of petitions seeking
100% cross-verification of EVM
votes with Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trails (VVPATS). The judges,
in their concurrent opinions, reit-
erated EVMs’ credibility, simplic-
ity and security, emphasising that
the machines have been instru-
mental in ensuring free and fair
elections.

Justice Khanna pointed out the
stringent safeguards implemented
by the Election Commission of
India (ECI) to prevent tampering,
while justice Datta noted the tech-
nology’s reliability in instilling
voter confidence. The judgment
added that while skepticism over
EVMs persists in some quarters,
no concrete evidence of tampering
has ever been produced, and the
ECT's protocols remain robust and
transparent.

While the political discourse
around EVMs and the scrutiny of
ECI are likely to continue despite
the Supreme Court’s rulings, the
top court on Tuesday reinforced its
position that electoral integrity
rests on established safeguards
and evidence-based approaches,
not political rhetoric.
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ailing the Constitution
Has a “living stream’,

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said the sentiment of ‘nation
first  will  keep  the
Constitution ~ alive  for
centuries to come. Recalling
the words of President
Rajendra Prasad in his
concluding address to the
Constituent Assembly on
November 26, 1949, PM Modi
said he had stated that India
does not need anything more
than a group of honest people
who will keep the country’s
interests above their own.
Addressing an event marking
Constitution Day celebrations
at the Supreme Court, Modi
the Constitution has now
been fully implemented in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Constitution =~ Day  was
celebrated there for the first
time there. “Our Constitution
makers knew that India’s
aspirations, India’s dreams will
reach new heights with time.
They knew that the needs of
Independent India and its
citizens will change,
challenges will change. That is
why they did not leave our
Constitution as just a mere
book of laws. Rather, they
made it a living, continuously
flowing stream,” Modi said,
adding that the Constitution is
acting as a “guiding light” at a
time when India is going
through a  period of
transformation.
“Today every citizen of the
country has only one goal, to
build a developed India,” he
said at the event which was
attended by Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal, Chief
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Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna
and Supreme Court Bar
Association of India President
Kapil Sibal, among others.
India is going through a
period of transformation and
at such an important time, it is
the Constitution of India that
is “showing us the way and is a
guiding light for us”, PM Modi
said.

Asserting that Indians should
get speedy justice, PM Modi
said that for this a new
judicial code has been
implemented. “The
punishment-based system has
now changed to a justice-
based system,” he said.
Speaking in a lighter vein
while concluding his address,
PM Modi said, “I have tried to
keep within the boundaries of
the job designated to me by
the Constitution. I have not

tried any encroachment. I
have tried to put forward my
views within the boundaries.
Only a hint is enough here,
there is no need to say much”
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna elaborated concerns
in the judiciary, including
backlog of cases, delays, costs
of litigation, access to justice,
and trust deficit in the system.
He elaborated on some of
these issues while highlighting
efforts to address them. He
highlighted the backlog of
cheque-bouncing cases, which
constitute nine per cent of
pending cases in trial courts.

He also highlighted the
limited success of plea
bargaining, compounding,
and probation, as an area
requiring legislative
intervention.

“The backlog of check

bouncing cases in our district
courts have reached an
alarming proportion - nearly
nine per cent of the cases
pending in the trial court.
Data also reveals plea
bargaining has been a non-
starter. Compounding and
probation have not gained

acceptance. Perhaps these
require legislative
interference;, CJI Khanna
said.

The CJI also drew attention to
the disparity between the
judicial workforce and the
prison population. With
approximately 20,000 judges
at the district level and 750
High Court judges, the
judiciary handles a prison
population of 5.23 lakh.
Despite this disparity, data
reflects efficient case
handling, he said.

India reacts to ISKCON monk’s
arrest, hail denial in Bangladesh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE/
SAUGAR SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI/ KOLKATA

Taking strong exception to
attacks on minorities in
Bangladesh, India on Tuesday
noted with “deep concern” the
arrest, and denial of bail, to
Hindu leader Chinmoy
Krishna Das there and urged
authorities there to ensure the
safety and security of Hindus
and all minorities.
Bangladesh police on Monday
arrested Das, the leader of the
Hindu group, Sammilita
Sanatani Jote, from the Hazrat
Shahjalal International
Airport area in Dhaka.

In a statement, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said it
has noted with “deep concern
the arrest and denial of bail”
to Das who is also the
spokesperson of the
Bangladesh Sammilit Sanatan
Jagran Jote. “This incident
follows the multiple attacks
on Hindus and other
minorities by  extremist
elements in Bangladesh,” it
said.

There are “several
documented cases” of arson
and looting of minorities’
homes and business
establishments, as well as
theft and vandalism and
desecration of deities and
temples, the MEA flagged.

“It is unfortunate that while
the perpetrators of these
incidents remain at large,
charges should be pressed
against a religious leader
presenting legitimate
demands through peaceful
gatherings,” the statement
said.

The MEA also noted with

ISKCON monk Krishna Das Prabhu being taken in a police van after court

o

ordered him detained pending further proceedings in Chattogram in southeastern

Bangladesh AP/PTI
concern the attacks on according to Bangladeshi
minorities protesting media reports.

peacefully against the arrest
of Das. “We urge
Bangladesh authorities to
ensure the safety and
security of Hindus and all
minorities, including their
right of freedom of peaceful
assembly and expression,” it
added.

Das was reportedly arrested
on charges of sedition and his
bail application was rejected
by the Chittagong
Metropolitan Magistrate
Court. The court, noting that
the police did not request Das’
remand, ordered his transfer
to judicial custody.

It also directed that he be
granted all religious privileges
during his detention. He was
arrested on charges of
disrespecting the Bangladeshi
flag during a rally he
addressed in October,

Hindus in West Bengal have
announced plans to protest
and block the Petrapole
Border if bail is not granted to
ISKCON’s Chinmoy Das.
Meanwhile, Suvendu
Adhikari, a senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader, said
the party would hold protests
in front of the West Bengal
Assembly over the situation in
Bangladesh. A torch rally is
also planned.

Concerned at the arrest of
Swami Chinmoy Krishna Das
a senior sadhu of
International ~ Society  of
Krishna Consciousness,
Bangladesh the ISKCON has
appealed to the Indian
Government to take up the
issue with the Government on
the other side of the border so
as to secure the release of the
monk at the earliest.

SC asks fo
creative ways to
deal with unruly
air passengers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday called for creative
ways to deal with unruly air
passengers, while directing
the Centre and Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) to frame more
comprehensive guidelines to
control unruly air passengers
guidelines in accordance with
the international norms.and
observed “something
creative” had to be done. A
Bench of Justices B R Gavai
and KV Viswanathan was
hearing a plea filed by a 73-
year-old woman, on whom a
male co-passenger allegedly
urinated in an inebriated
condition on board an Air
India flight in November,
2022.

Interestingly, during the
hearing, Justice Viswanathan
recalled an incident involving
drunk passengers on a flight
while travelling with another

EVMs are tampered when you
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Maharashtra Governor CP
Radhakrishnan receives Shiv Sena
leader Eknath Shinde’s resignation as
Chief Minister PTI

Maharashtra still
awaits its next CM

T N RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

On a day when he
continued to put up
covert resistance to Bharatiya
Janata Party’s plans to name
its senior leader Devendra
Fadnavis as the next Chief
Minister of Maharashtra,
Eknath Shinde on Tuesday
tendered his resignation as
the CM, to Maharashtra
Governor CP Radhakrishnan
after the completion of the
five term of the outgoing
government. However, the
Governor asked Shinde to
remain as the caretaker CM
till the new government
assumed office in the State.

Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar,
both of whom are Deputy
CMs in the outgoing
government, were present
when Shinde tendered his
resignation from his post
as the CM to the Governor
at Raj Bhavan. “The
Governor has asked the
Chief Minister to continue
to hold the charge of his

post till alternate
arrangements are made,” a
communiqué from Raj

Bhavan said.

lose, and fine if you win: SC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
indicated that a level of hypocrisy
is attached to criticism about the
Electronic Voting Machine (EVM),
saying “EVMs are tampered when you
lose and fine if you win”. The oral
remark was made by Justice Vikram
Nath before dismissing a petition filed
by evangelist KA Paul, who sought a
judicial order to return to paper
ballots. As the petitioner pointed out
that even prominent leaders like
Chandrababu Naidu and YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy had raised concerns
about tampering with EVMs, the SC
Bench remarked, “When
Chandrababu Naidu or Mr Reddy
lost, they said that EVMs were
tampered and when they won, they
didn’t say anything. How can we see
this? We are dismissing this. This is
not the place where you argue all of
this” Petitioner KA Paul referenced
Elon Musks remarks who had
suggested that EVMs could be
tampered with.

Apart from ballot paper voting, the
plea sought several directions
including a directive to the Election
Commission to disqualify candidates
for a minimum of five years if found
guilty of distributing money, liquor or
other material inducement to the
voters during polls.

When petitioner-in-person KA Paul
said he filed the PIL, the Bench said,
“You have interesting PILs. How do
you get these brilliant ideas?”. The
petitioner said he is the president of an
organisation which has rescued over
three lakh orphans and 40 lakh
widows.

“Why are you getting into this

L At

political arena? Your area of work is

very different,” the Bench retorted.
After Paul revealed he had been to
over 150 countries, the Bench asked
him whether each of the nations had
ballot paper voting or used electronic
voting.

The petitioner said foreign countries
had adopted ballot paper voting and
India should follow suit. “Why you
don’t want to be different from the rest
of the world?” asked the Bench .
There was corruption and in June
2024, the Election Commission
announced they had seized Rs 9,000
crore, Paul responded. “But how does
that make your relief which you are
claiming here relevant?” asked the
Bench , adding “if you shift back to
physical ballot, will there be no
corruption?”.

Paul claimed CEO and co-founder of
Tesla, Elon Musk, stated that EVMs
could be tampered with and added
TDP chief N Chandrababu Naidu, the
current chief minister of Andhra
Pradesh, and former state chief
minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy had
claimed EVMs could be tampered
with.

ieces of broken indow glass lie on the floor after an
explosion outside a club in Chandigarh PTI

Two low-intensity explosions
outside Badshah's lounge

PNS B CHANDIGARH

Two low-intensity explosions occurred
outside as many bar-cum-lounges, one of
them owned by rapper Badshah, in the Sector
26 area of Chandigarh early Tuesday. No
casualties were reported The blasts occurred
outside De'Orra and Seville. Seville is
reportedly owned by the rapper. The
explosions shattered DeOrra’s glass windows.
In CCTYV footage, an unidentified person was
seen throwing something towards the lounge
and thereafter a cloud of smoke emerged.
Sources said two suspects came on a
motorcycle.

Police said they received a call reporting a
“loud sound” from the area around 3.25 am. A
police team recovered jute rope pieces from the
spot. A team from the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory collected the samples,
police said.

Chandigarh Deputy Superintendent of Police
Dilbag Singh Dhaliwal told media an
investigating officer who responded to the call
found broken glasses at the scene. An FIR has
been lodged and an investigation was
underway, Dhaliwal said.

Puran, a worker at one of the clubs, said though
the joint was closed, there were seven to eight
workers inside at the time of the incident. He
said they heard a loud sound around 3.15 am
and rushed outside. They found broken glass,
but did not spot anyone, he added.

Doctors on duty still vuinerahle to attacks

SAUMYA SHUKLA B NEW DELHI

Amid the nation-wide talk about the safety
of resident doctors in the aftermath of RG
Kar hospital rape and murder case in Kolkata,
the medical workers still continue to remain
vulnerable as they faced harassment in two
Delhi government hospitals including
Safdarjung hospital where a senior Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer allegedly verbally
abused a doctor on duty, over the treatment of
his wife. A CCTV video, purportedly showing
the incident, depicted the Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) of Armed Police and Training
in Puducherry, angrily gesturing at the doctor
and pointing his finger towards him.
However, no police case has been filed in both
the cases even though the Central government
had asked heads of all government hospitals in
the country to register an institutional FIR
within six hours of any incident of violence
against an on-duty healthcare worker in the
wake of the RG Kar rape and murder case that
happened in Kolkata.

After the incident, doctors started sharing
their concerns, raising questions about the
behavior of people toward healthcare workers.
Expressing his displeasure over the incident, a
doctor on X said, “Brijendra Kumar Yadav,
DGP Pondicherry disgraced his position and
abused power by threatening and verbally
assaulting a young on duty resident doctor
treating his wife at Safdarjung Hospital. We
turn to the police when we are assaulted. What
to do when a top police officer becomes the
perpetrator of aggression?”

In the first instance at Safdarjung hospital, the
incident led operations in the emergency ward
being temporarily halted. The wife of
Brijendra Kumar Yadav had been admitted to
the hospital for postoperative care following
surgery at the hospital’s Sports Injury Centre
(SIC).

Although the CCTV footage had no sound,
the man’s body language clearly conveyed
hostility. Later, the official X handle of the
Resident Doctors’ Association of Safdarjung
Hospital shared an audio clip of the incident.

In the clip, a man can be heard saying, “I have
studied twice as much as you, so don’t think
you are indispensable”

Federation of All India Medical Association
(FAIMA) also issued a press release strongly
condemning the incident of verbal harassment
and bullying faced by a general surgery

postgraduate resident of VMMC and
Safdarjung Hospital Delhi on duty.

“The concerned person, Brijendra Kumar
Yadav (IPS Officer) Batch 2010 AGMUT
Cadre, and husband of patient Anita Roy
(admitted to the seventh floor of the SIC
building), engaged in behaviour that was both
disgraceful and unacceptable. Such actions,
particularly by a senior government official,
are highly condemnable and violate the
dignity of healthcare professionals who work
tirelessly to serve patients,” they said,
demanding an apology from Yadav.

In another incident that took place in GTB
hospital, a male patient, allegedly drunk,
created ruckus in the neurosurgery
department during treatment, breaking
fixtures and threatening doctors on duty.
According to a statement by the Resident
Doctors’ Association of the University College
of Medical Sciences (UCMS) and GTB
Hospital, on Monday evening, a patient
became violent during an examination, abused
doctors, nurses, and staff on duty, and
attempted to assault them. The patient also
broke cabin partitions and smashed glass
fixtures, it said.



