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Celebration of the sikkim and Goa
State Foundation Da

Introduction:

As part of the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’
initiative of Government of India,
Maharashtra Lok Bhavan has been

celebrating the State Formation Days and
Union Territory Formation Days of various
States and Union Territories in India.

Under the guidance and leadership of the
Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra Shri
Jishnu Dev Varma, the State Foundation
Day of Sikkim (16 May) and Goa (30 May)
was celebrated jointly at Lok Bhavan
Mumbai on 1 May 2026.

Organisers:

The Sikkim and Goa State Foundation Day
was organised by Maharashtra Lok Bhavan
in association with the Ratan Tata
Maharashtra State Skills University.

Venue:

The programme was held at the historic
Darbar Hall of Lok Bhavan

Present;

Vice Chancellor of the Ratan Tata
Maharashtra State Skills University Dr
Apoorva Palkar, Joint Secretary to the

Governor S. Ramamoorthy, Comptroller of
the Governor’s Households Dr Nishikant
Deshpande, invitees from Sikkim working
in Mumbai and student artists of the Ratan
Tata Maharashtra State Skills University
were present. Members of Maharashtra Lok
Bhavan were also present.

Programme Itinerary:

The programme started with the ushering
of the Hon’ble Governor and the lighting of
the traditional lamp by the Governor, the
VC, RTMSSU and others.

It was followed by the audio rendition of
the National Song (Vande Mataram)
followed by the National Anthem and the
State.  Song of Maharashtra ‘Jai  Jai
Maharashtra Majha, Garja Maharashtra
Majha’.

An audio visual film on the beauty, history,
culture, monasteries and heritage of Sikkim
was shown on the occasion.

The video message sent by the office of the
Hon’ble Governor of Sikkim Shri Om
Prakash Mathur was screened on the
occasion.

The stage was set for the cultural
presentation by the artists, who were



students of the technical and professional
courses of RTMSSU.

They presented a Sikkimese folk song and
dance. The students wearing Sikkimese
attire impressed th audience

Another audiovisual film on Goa was
screened. This was followed by the playing
of the recorded message of the Governor of
Goa Ashok Gajapati Raju Pisapati.

Students of the RTMSSU then presented the

super hit Goan song ‘Maria Pita Che’ with a
brilliant display of dance.

The Governor accompanied by the Vice
Chancellor of RTMSSU Dr Apoorva
Palkar, Joint Secretary and Comptroller
were conducted members to the dais.

The Governor was felicitated by Dr
Apoorva Palkar, Vice Chancellor.

This was followed by the Address by the

Hon’ble Governor:
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Address by the
Hon'ble Governor

7

Dr Apoorva Palkar, Vice Chancellor,
Ratan Tata Maharashtra State  Skills
University

Shri S Ramamoorthy, Joint Secretary to the
Governor

Dr Nishikant Deshpande, Comptroller of
the Governor’s Households

People of Sikkim and Goa origin who have
come especially for this programme

> hory N '_ Shri Jishnu Dev Varma

Governor of Maharashtra

Members of the Lok Bhavan family
Sisters and brothers

Namaste and a very warm welcome to all of
you to Maharashtra Lok Bhavan.

I am delighted to join you to celebrate the
Foundation Day of the States of Sikkim and
Goa.

I extend my greetings and best wishes to
the people of both these beautiful States.
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I also welcome and congratulate the people
of Sikkim and Goa who have come to Lok
Bhavan especially for the celebration of the
Foundation Day.

The cultural presentation by the talented
students of Ratan Tata Maharashtra State
Skills University was truly outstanding.

Dear Students, through your presentation,
you brought alive the rich traditions,
vibrant heritage and unique cultural spirit of
Sikkim and Goa.

All of us
appreciated your performance.

thoroughly enjoyed and

I convey my sincere appreciation to all the
artists, choreographers, directors, students
and even the Vice Chancellor for this
brilliant cooperation to Lok Bhavan.

Thanks to the visionary leadership of
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Narendra
Modi Ji, the Government of India launched
the ‘Ek  Bharat  Shreshtha  Bharat’
programme with the noble objective of
strengthening emotional bonds among the
people of different states and regions of our
country.

Under this initiative, Lok Bhavans across
the country celebrate the Foundation Days
of various States and Union Territories,
thereby promoting greater understanding,
mutual respect and national integration.

Last year, I was serving as the Governor of
Telangana. We had celebrated the
Foundation

Days of Sikkim and Goa at Lok Bhavan in
Hyderabad.

I am therefore particularly happy to once
again participate in this celebration and to
renew our shared commitment to the spirit
of unity in diversity.

Friends,

On 16 May 1975, Sikkim became the 22nd
state of the Indian Union. Since its historic
integration with India, Sikkim has made
remarkable progress in many sectors and has
contributed significantly to the growth and
development of our nation.

At a time when the world is increasingly
concerned about global warming, climate
change and carbon footprints, Sikkim has
emerged as one of the greenest and most
environmentally conscious states in the
country.
Its model of near zero-carbon and
sustainable development is truly inspiring
and can serve as an example for all other
states of India.

The very hame of Sikkim reminds us of
distinguished personalities from the State,
such as legendary footballer Bhaichung
Bhutia and
Denzongpa, who have brought immense

renowned actor Danny
pride and recognition to our nation
through their achievements.

Sikkim, with its snow-clad
mountains, monasteries, rivers and natural

majestic



beauty, attracts thousands of tourists from
across the world.

I would urge the people of Maharashtra to
visit Sikkim at least once and spend time
among its warm and hospitable people.

Friends,

It was on 30 May 1987 that Goa became the
25th state of India. Unlike many other parts
of the country, Goa attained freedom much
later, in December 1961, when it was
liberated from Portuguese rule after a long
struggle and great sacrifice by freedom
fighters.

Mabharashtra shares a close emotional,
cultural and historical bond with Goa. We
are connected not only by geography and
music,

borders, but also by language,

cuisine, traditions and shared social values.

Many leaders and freedom fighters from
Maharashtra played an important role in
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Goa’s liberation movement. Similarly,

people
participated in the long struggle for the
formation of Maharashtra. This deep
historical association has created enduring

several from  Goa actively

bonds of friendship and affection between
the people of the two states.

Goa has gifted the nation many illustrious
personalities such as Bharat Ratna Lata
Mangeshkar, Asha Bhosle, eminent scientist
Dr R. A. Mashelkar, distinguished nuclear
scientist Dr Anil Kakodkar, celebrated
cartoonist Mario Miranda and former
Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar, whose
contributions have enriched the nation in
diverse fields.

Today, Goa has emerged as a model state
for sustainable development and
consistently ranks high on several human

development and social indicators.

Today, both Sikkim and Goa are playing a
significant role in realizing the vision of a



‘Viksit Bharat’” — a developed, prosperous,
inclusive and self-reliant India.

Let us all reaffirm our commitment to
strengthening the bonds of friendship,
understanding and cooperation among all
states of our country, and work together for
a stronger, united and harmonious India.

Vote of Thanks;

Shri Sanjay Karange, Assistant Section
Officer proposed the vote of thanks.

concluded with the
National Song and National Anthem.

The programme

Once again, I congratulate the Ratan Tata
Maharashtra State Skills University and its
students for their top class performance. I
wish all of you great success and a bright
future in all your endeavours.

Thank you
Jai Hind! Jai Bharat ! Jai Maharashtra!

W

The Governor had group photograph with
all the artists, and the Sikkemese Group.

The State Formation Day event of Sikkim
and Goa was a grand success.
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Sikkim and Goa State Foundation Day
Celebrated at Maharashtra Lok Bhavan

The Foundation Days of Sikkim and Goa
were celebrated in Maharashtra Lok Bhavan
in the presence of Maharashtra Governor
Jishnu Dev Varma in Mumbai, on Monday,
1 June.

The programme was organised by Lok
Bhavan in collaboration with Ratan Tata
Maharashtra  State  Skills  University.
Students of the University presented folk
songs and folk dances of Sikkim and Goa.

Addressing the gathering, Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma said that celebrating the
foundation days of different states provides
an opportunity to appreciate their culture,
attire, folk dances, and music, thereby
strengthening national integration.

The Governor observed that although
Sikkim and Goa are separated by hundreds
of miles, both states exemplify the spirit of
“Unity in Diversity.”

He noted that while Sikkim is renowned for
its breathtaking mountain ranges, Goa is
blessed with beautiful beaches. Both states
have emerged as preferred destinations for
domestic as well as international tourists.

The Governor remarked that Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat is not a celebration of
uniformity but a celebration of diversity.
He said that India is not merely a
geographical entity bounded by borders but
a nation enriched by a vibrant and
multifaceted cultural heritage.

Pointing out that Goa is a neighbouring
state of Maharashtra and that the two states
share strong cultural ties, the Governor
encouraged people from Sikkim residing in
Mumbai for education and employment to
form an association and extend mutual
support to one another.

The Governor congratulated the students of
Ratan Tata Maharashtra State  Skills
University for their excellent cultural
performances. The audience particularly
Goan

appreciated  the song-and-dance

presentation, Maria Pita Che.

teatured video
messages from the Governor of Sikkim, Om
Prakash Mathur, and the Governor of Goa,
Ashok Gajapathi Raju Pusapati. Short films
showcasing the history, heritage, and tourist

The programme also

attractions of both states were screened on
the occasion.

Dr. Apoorva Palkar, Vice-Chancellor of
Ratan Tata Maharashtra State  Skills
University, felicitated the Governor during
the programme.

S. Ramamoorthy, Joint Secretary to the
Nishikant
Comptroller of the Governor's Households;

Governor; Dr. Deshpande,
and members of the Sikkimese community
settled in Mumbai were present. Assistant
Administrative  Officer Sanjay Karange

proposed the vote of thanks.
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Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat
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