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Celebration of the
Bihar State Foundation Day

Introduction;

As part of the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’
initiative of Government of India;
Maharashtra Lok Bhavan has been
celebrating the State and Union Territory
Foundation Days for the last 3 years.

Under the guidance and leadership of the
Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra Shri
Jishnu Dev Varma, the Bihar State
Foundation Day was celebrated at
Maharashtra Lok Bhavan, Mumbai on 23"
March  2026. officials of the
University of Mumbai and the staff and
officers of Lok Bhavan were present. The

Senior

programme was held at the historic Darbar
Hall of Lok Bhavan.
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Dr. Prashant Narnaware, I.A.S.

“Secretary to the Governor

Organisers:

The Bihar State Foundation Day was
organised by Maharashtra Lok Bhavan in

association with the University of Mumbai.

Programme Itinerary:

The programme started with the Lighting
of the Lamp followed by the National Song
(Vande Mataram), National Anthem and
the State Song of Maharashtra Jai Jai
Maharashtra Majha, Garja Maharashtra
Majha’. All the three songs were presented
by the students of the University of
Mumbai. Before entering the Darbar Hall,
the Governor admired a rangoli drawn by a
student Vilas Rahate, depicting the heritage
of Bihar.

As the Hon’ble Governor took his seat in

the front row in the auditorium, there was a

welcome  speech by Dr  Prashant
Narnaware, Secretary to the Hon’ble
Governor of Maharashtra.

The stage was set for the cultural

presentation by the students of the
University of Mumbai. The cultural part
started with the audio recording of Bihar

State song ‘Mere Bharat Ke Kanthahar’.



This was followed by the relaying of the
video message sent by the Governor of
Bihar Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain.

This was followed by an Audio Visual film
on Bihar made by the students of the
University. The film beautifully showcased
the cultural history of Bihar.

The students then presented the "Jhijhiya
Folk Dance," a traditional folk dance from
the Mithila region of Bihar.

It was followed by a Bhojpuri Song.

The students of the University of Mumbai
then presented the Jat - Jatin Dance, again a
folk dance from Bihar. The Governor
accompanied by the Vice Chancellor Prof
Ravindra Kulkarni, Pro Vice Chancellor
Prof Ajay Bhamare and the Secretary to the
Governor Dr Prashant Narnaware and Joint
Secretary to the Governor S Ramamoorthy

were then invited to the dais.

The Governor was then felicitated by the
Vice Chancellor Prof Ravindra Kulkarni.
He was presented a shawl and memento of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.







Address by the
Hon'ble Governor

Shri Jishnu Dev Varma
Governor of Mahagashtra

Prof Ravindra Kulkarni, Vice Chancellor,
University of Mumbai

Dr Prashant Narnaware, Secretary to the

Governor

Shri S Ramamoorthy, Joint Secretary to the

Governor

Prin. Ajay Bhamare, Pro Vice Chancellor,
University of Mumbai

Senior officers of the University of Mumbai,

Dear Students and Artists,

Speech - Bihar Day

Cultural Coordinators,
Members of the Lok Bhavan Family,

Sisters and Brothers,
I warmly welcome you all to Lok Bhavan
and extend my heartiest greetings on the

occasion of Bihar State Foundation Day.

I congratulate the University students for
beautifully showcasing the rich traditions
of Bihar through their

captivating performances.

and culture


https://www.google.com/search?newwindow=1&sa=X&rlz=1C1YTUH_enIN991IN991&sca_esv=59b2ea9ff3a4eeff&biw=1600&bih=773&sxsrf=ANbL-n5pewgTZqnWlNSOKvZ3chH1RNg3HA:1774249360536&q=Jishnu+Dev+Varma&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgFuLVT9c3NMxILjcvSc8wVELlPmK04BZ4-eOesJT-pDUnrzFqcnEFZ-SXu-aVZJZUCklzsUFZglL8XKg6eRaxCnhlFmfklSq4pJYphCUW5SYCAOKmU3NuAAAA&ved=2ahUKEwjbuIL3ubWTAxWd1TgGHeAvIe8QzIcDegQIGRAn

Bihar is a land of wisdom, philosophy and
culture. Its contribution to the history of
our great nation has been immense, and
today the State is contributing in a
significant way towards a Viksit Bharat.

I was happy to listen to the address by the
Hon’ble Governor of Bihar, Lt Gen Syed
Ata Hasnain, and I compliment him for his
inspiring message.

[ also commend the students for their
brilliant cultural presentation. fIErR & I,
ifta & ST 8... g 9gd Sr<sT AT 81’

Today, Bihar has made its presence felt far
and wide. You will find people from Bihar
even in the North East, and festivals like
Chhath Puja are celebrated there with great
enthusiasm. I had the privilege of serving
as the Governor of Telangana, where we

also celebrated the State Foundation Day of

Bihar with similar spirit and pride.

Next time, when we organise Bihar Day,
we will also showcase traditional art forms
such as Madhubani paintings and more.
Today, I was particularly impressed by the
rangoli created by a student.

Bihar truly inspires the nation—through its
history, culture, music and literature.

It is the land where Bhagwan Mahavir was
born and where Bhagwan Buddha attained
enlightenment.

It was home to Nalanda, one of the greatest
centres of learning in the ancient world. I
am happy that students from Bihar are also
pursuing their education at the University
of Mumbai. The concept behind
celebrating such State Days is Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat—to highlight India in all
its diversity
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and colours. As a nation, we are one.
Whether it is Bihar, Tamil Nadu, the South,
Jammu & Kashmir, Gujarat, West Bengal or
the North East—we have remained united
in spirit for thousands of years. These
Foundation Day celebrations reaffirm and
celebrate Anekta Mein Ekta. “One in many
and many in one” has always been the
philosophy of India. While we may belong
to different states, we are bound together by
a shared civilizational ethos.

Bihar is the motherland of democracy.
Democratic traditions can be traced back to
the Buddhist Sanghas, where deliberations
and structured processes were followed. We
are not just the world’s largest democracy—
we are the janani (S1) of democracy, and
this legacy has roots in Bihar. Today, Bihar
is progressing steadily. We look forward to
a dynamic and vibrant Bihar. We must
pursue regeneration using modern methods.

A ot qRIET ghar g |

It may require updating, but its essence
remains timeless. There is so much we can
learn from Bihar. Mumbai stands as the
financial capital of India. Bihar can study
and adapt the factors that made Mumbai

what it is today, while drawing strength
from its own rich heritage to drive its
regeneration. We are already witnessing
this transformation. Many IAS and IPS
officers hail from Bihar and are serving the
nation with distinction. In places like
Hyderabad, a major medical hub, many
professionals from Bihar are making
valuable contributions. I am confident that
all of you will play a role in Bihar’s

continued growth and resurgence.

&9 ha 21 78T, Ag &)

A country is defined by its economy,
defence and foreign policy. But a nation is
defined by its thought, its civilisation and its
knowledge systems. It should be our
collective endeavour to improve the quality
of life for every individual, especially the last
person in the queue. Revolution must bring
transformation—

positive  change and

destruction cannot be revolution.

3y ¥t fAgR &1 9 A= w1

I wish you all a very happy Bihar State
Foundation Day.

Jai Hind ! Jai Maharashtra !
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Vote of Thanks;

Smt Vandana Mormare, Section Officer
(Bducation), Lok Bhavan delivered the vote
of thanks.

The programme concluded with Vande
Mataram (National Song) and the National
Anthem.

Felicitations:

Certificates were presented by the Hon’ble
Governor’s office to all the participants of
the Cultural Programme. The Governor
had special word of praise for the rangoli
artist Vilas Rahate who drew the beautiful
image of Bihar showcasing its built and
cultural heritage. The Governor also praised
the student artist who sang ‘Vande
Mataram’. There was a group photograph
with all the participants and cultural
coordinators.

Refreshment was served after the
programme.

The State Formation Day event of Bihar
was a grand success.

This was the first State Day Celebration
organised by Maharashtra Lok Bhavan in
the year 2026.
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Bihar State Foundation Day
celebrated at Maharashtra Lok Bhavan

Bihar The Cradle of Parliamentary Traditions,
says Maharashtra Governor

Bihar State Foundation Day was celebrated
at Maharashtra Lok Bhavan on Monday
(23rd) in presence of the Governor of
Maharashtra  Jishnu Dev Varma. The
programme was organized by Maharashtra
Lok Bhavan under the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat’ initiative, in collaboration with the
University of Mumbai.

Speaking on the occasion, the Governor
stated that Bihar is a sacred land of culture,
spirituality, and philosophy. This land has
given the country great personalities such as
Lord Mahavira and Lord Buddha.

He said that India is today the world’s
largest democracy; but more than that India
is the mother of democracy. The roots of

this the
functioning of the Buddhist Sanghas in

democratic tradition lie in
Bihar, and hence Bihar can be regarded as

the cradle of parliamentary traditions.

The Governor noted that people from Bihar
are contributing significantly across various
states of India, including Maharashtra. He
said officers from Bihar are serving in
different the
Administrative Service and the Indian
Police Service. He added that the Bihari

states Indian

through

community is present across the country. In
the northeastern states, including Tripura, a
large number of people from Bihar reside,
where festivals like Chhath Puja are
celebrated with great enthusiasm.

He further stated that Bihar is successfully
blending its rich historical legacy with
future development.

The Governor emphasized that India is not
merely a country defined by its borders,
military, and foreign policy, but a nation
deep cultural and

Despite  diversity
across states, the spirit of national unity is

enriched with a
knowledge tradition.
deeply rooted in the country.

On this occasion, students of the University
of Mumbai presented a cultural programme
featuring folk dances of Bihar and Bhojpuri
songs. The Governor appreciated their
performance, noting that the music, dance,
and songs of Bihar are full of energy and
vibrancy.

During the programme, a video message
from the Governor of Bihar, Lt. General
(Retd.) Syed Ata Hasnain, was screened.
A short film showcasing comprehensive



information about Bihar was also presented.
As part of the cultural programme, students
performed traditional folk dances of the
Mithila region such as ‘Jhijhiya’ and ‘Jat-
Jatin’, along with a Bhojpuri song.

Dr. Prashant Narnaware, Secretary to the
delivered  the
remarks, while Vandana Mormare, Section

Ofticer from the
proposed the vote of thanks.

Governor, introductory

Education Branch,

Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Mumbai, Prof. Ravindra Kulkarni, and Pro-
Vice-Chancellor  Prof. Ajay Bhamare
felicitated the Governor.

Governor’s Joint Secretary S. Ramamoorthy
, University Registrar Dr. Prasad Karande,
Director of Student Development Dr. Sunil
Patil, Cultural Coordinator Nilesh Save,
along with students of the University and

officers and staft of Maharashtra Lok
Bhavan were present
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	Celebration of the  Bihar State Foundation Day
	Introduction:
	As part of the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ initiative of Government of India; Maharashtra Lok Bhavan has been celebrating the State and Union Territory Foundation Days for the last 3 years.
	Under the guidance and leadership of the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra Shri Jishnu Dev Varma, the Bihar State Foundation Day was celebrated at Maharashtra Lok Bhavan, Mumbai on 23rd March 2026. Senior officials of the University of Mumbai and the staff and officers of Lok Bhavan were present. The programme was held at the historic Darbar Hall of Lok Bhavan.
	Dr. Prashant Narnaware, I.A.S.

	Organisers:
	The Bihar State Foundation Day was organised by Maharashtra Lok Bhavan in association with the University of Mumbai.

	Programme Itinerary:
	The programme started with the Lighting of the Lamp followed by the National Song (Vande Mataram), National Anthem and the State Song of Maharashtra ‘Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha, Garja Maharashtra Majha’. All the three songs were presented by the students of the University of Mumbai. Before entering the Darbar Hall, the Governor admired a rangoli drawn by a student Vilas Rahate, depicting the heritage of Bihar.
	As the Hon’ble Governor took his seat in the front row in the auditorium, there was a welcome speech by Dr Prashant Narnaware, Secretary to the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra.
	The stage was set for the cultural presentation by the students of the University of Mumbai. The cultural part started with the audio recording of Bihar State song ‘Mere Bharat Ke Kanthahar’.


	This was followed by the relaying of the video message sent by the Governor of Bihar Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain.
	This was followed by an Audio Visual film on Bihar made by the students of the University. The film beautifully showcased the cultural history of Bihar.
	The students then presented the "Jhijhiya Folk Dance," a traditional folk dance from the Mithila region of Bihar.
	It was followed by a Bhojpuri Song.
	The students of the University of Mumbai then presented the Jat - Jatin Dance, again a folk dance from Bihar. The Governor accompanied by the Vice Chancellor Prof Ravindra Kulkarni, Pro Vice Chancellor Prof Ajay Bhamare and the Secretary to the Governor Dr Prashant Narnaware and Joint Secretary to the Governor S Ramamoorthy were then invited to the dais.
	The Governor was then felicitated by the Vice Chancellor Prof Ravindra Kulkarni. He was presented a shawl and memento of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.
	Address by the Hon’ble Governor
	Shri Jishnu Dev Varma
	Governor of Maharashtra
	Speech - Bihar Day

	Prof Ravindra Kulkarni, Vice Chancellor, University of Mumbai
	Dr Prashant Narnaware, Secretary to the Governor
	Shri S Ramamoorthy, Joint Secretary to the Governor
	Prin. Ajay Bhamare, Pro Vice Chancellor, University of Mumbai
	Senior officers of the University of Mumbai, Dear Students and Artists,
	Cultural Coordinators,
	Members of the Lok Bhavan Family,
	Sisters and Brothers,  I warmly welcome you all to Lok Bhavan and extend my heartiest greetings on the occasion of Bihar State Foundation Day.
	I congratulate the University students for beautifully showcasing the rich traditions and culture of Bihar through their captivating performances.


	Bihar is a land of wisdom, philosophy and culture. Its contribution to the history of our great nation has been immense, and today the State is contributing in a significant way towards a Viksit Bharat.
	I was happy to listen to the address by the Hon’ble Governor of Bihar, Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain, and I compliment him for his inspiring message.
	I also commend the students for their brilliant cultural presentation. ‘बिहार के नृत्य, संगीत में जोश है… मुझे बहुत अच्छा लगता है।’
	Today, Bihar has made its presence felt far and wide. You will find people from Bihar even in the North East, and festivals like Chhath Puja are celebrated there with great enthusiasm. I had the privilege of serving as the Governor of Telangana, where we also celebrated the State Foundation Day of
	Bihar with similar spirit and pride.
	Next time, when we organise Bihar Day, we will also showcase traditional art forms such as Madhubani paintings and more. Today, I was particularly impressed by the rangoli created by a student.
	Bihar truly inspires the nation—through its history, culture, music and literature.  It is the land where Bhagwan Mahavir was born and where Bhagwan Buddha attained enlightenment.
	It was home to Nalanda, one of the greatest centres of learning in the ancient world. I am happy that students from Bihar are also pursuing their education at the University of Mumbai. The concept behind celebrating such State Days is Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat—to highlight India in all its diversity
	and colours. As a nation, we are one. Whether it is Bihar, Tamil Nadu, the South, Jammu & Kashmir, Gujarat, West Bengal or the North East—we have remained united in spirit for thousands of years. These Foundation Day celebrations reaffirm and celebrate Anekta Mein Ekta. “One in many and many in one” has always been the philosophy of India. While we may belong to different states, we are bound together by a shared civilizational ethos.
	Bihar is the motherland of democracy. Democratic traditions can be traced back to the Buddhist Sanghas, where deliberations and structured processes were followed. We are not just the world’s largest democracy—we are the janani (जननी) of democracy, and this legacy has roots in Bihar. Today, Bihar is progressing steadily. We look forward to a dynamic and vibrant Bihar. We must pursue regeneration using modern methods.

	ज्ञान कभी पुराना होता नहीं।
	It may require updating, but its essence remains timeless. There is so much we can learn from Bihar. Mumbai stands as the financial capital of India. Bihar can study and adapt the factors that made Mumbai
	what it is today, while drawing strength from its own rich heritage to drive its regeneration.  We are already witnessing this transformation. Many IAS and IPS officers hail from Bihar and are serving the nation with distinction. In places like Hyderabad, a major medical hub, many professionals from Bihar are making valuable contributions. I am confident that all of you will play a role in Bihar’s continued growth and resurgence.

	हम केवल देश नहीं, राष्ट्र हैं।
	A country is defined by its economy, defence and foreign policy. But a nation is defined by its thought, its civilisation and its knowledge systems. It should be our collective endeavour to improve the quality of life for every individual, especially the last person in the queue. Revolution must bring positive change and transformation—destruction cannot be revolution.

	आप सभी बिहार का नाम रोशन करें।
	I wish you all a very happy Bihar State Foundation Day.

	Jai Hind ! Jai Maharashtra !
	Vote of Thanks:
	Smt Vandana Mormare, Section Officer (Education), Lok Bhavan delivered the vote of thanks.
	The programme concluded with Vande Mataram (National Song) and the National Anthem.

	Felicitations:
	Certificates were presented by the Hon’ble Governor’s office to all the participants of the Cultural Programme. The Governor had special word of praise for the rangoli artist Vilas Rahate who drew the beautiful image of Bihar showcasing its built and cultural heritage. The Governor also praised the student artist who sang ‘Vande Mataram’. There was a group photograph with all the participants and cultural coordinators.
	Refreshment was served after the programme.
	The State Formation Day event of Bihar was a grand success.
	This was the first State Day Celebration organised by Maharashtra Lok Bhavan in the year 2026.

	महाराष्ट्र लोक भवन येथे बिहार राज्य स्थापना दिवस साजरा
	बिहार ही संसदीय परंपरांची जन्मभूमी: राज्यपाल जिष्णु देव वर्मा
	महाराष्ट्राचे राज्यपाल जिष्णु देव वर्मा यांच्या प्रमुख उपस्थितीत  सोमवारी (दि. २३) महाराष्ट्र लोकभवन येथे 'बिहार राज्य स्थापना दिवस' साजरा करण्यात आला. 'एक भारत श्रेष्ठ भारत' उपक्रमाचा भाग म्हणून महाराष्ट्र लोकभवनातर्फे बिहार राज्य स्थापना दिनाचे आयोजन करण्यात आले होते. हा कार्यक्रम मुंबई विद्यापीठाच्या सहकार्याने आयोजित करण्यात आला.
	बिहार ही संस्कृती, अध्यात्म व तत्वज्ञानाही भूमी आहे.  या भूमीने देशाला भगवान महावीर व भगवान बुद्ध दिले आहे. भारत आज जगातील सर्वात मोठे लोकशाही राष्ट्र आहे. परंतु त्याहीपेक्षा भारत लोकशाहीची जननी आहे व या लोकशाहीची पाळेमुळे बिहारमधील बुद्ध संघाच्या कार्यप्रणालीमध्ये आहे व त्यामुळे बिहार ही संसदीय परंपरांची जन्मभूमी आहे, असे  प्रतिपादन राज्यपालांनी यावेळी बोलताना केले.
	बिहार येथील लोक आज महाराष्ट्रासह देशाच्या विभिन्न राज्यांमध्ये योगदान देत आहेत. मूळचे बिहार येथील अधिकारी आज अनेक राज्यात भारतीय प्रशासकीय सेवा व भारतीय पोलीस सेवेच्या माध्यमातून योगदान देत आहेत. बिहारी लोक देशाच्या सर्व भागात आहेत. त्रिपुरासह देशाच्या उत्तर पूर्व राज्यात देखील बिहारी जनता वसली असून तेथेही 'छट पूजा' साजरी केली जाते असे राज्यपालांनी सांगितले.  आज बिहार समृद्ध इतिहासाची भविष्यातील विकासाची सांगड घालत आहे असे राज्यपालांनी सांगितले.
	भारत हा केवळ सीमा, सैन्य व परराष्ट्र धोरण असलेला देश नसून भारत हे संस्कृती व ज्ञान परंपरा असलेले राष्ट्र आहे असे राज्यपालांनी सांगितले. देशातील राज्याराज्यांमध्ये
	विविधता असली तरीही देशात एकात्मतेचा विचार सखोल रुजला आहे असे राज्यपालांनी सांगितले.
	यावेळी मुंबई विद्यापीठाच्या विद्यार्थ्यांनी बिहारचे लोकनृत्य व भोजपुरी गीत यांचा समावेश असलेला सांस्कृतिक कार्यक्रम साजरा केला. या सादरीकरणाबद्दल विद्यापीठाच्या सांस्कृतिक चमूचे अभिनंदन करताना बिहारच्या गीत, नृत्य व संगीतात जोश आहे, असे राज्यपालांनी सांगितले.
	यावेळी बिहारचे राज्यपाल लेफ्टनंट जनरल (से.नि.) सय्यद अता हसनैन यांच्या संदेश व्हिडिओच्या माध्यमातून दाखविण्यात आला. बिहार राज्याची समग्र माहिती देणारी चित्रफीत देखील यावेळी दाखवण्यात आली.
	आजच्या सांस्कृतिक कार्यक्रमात मुंबई विद्यापीठाच्या विद्यार्थ्यांनी मिथिला प्रदेशाचे लोकनृत्य झिझिया व जट-जटिन सादर केले तसेच एक भोजपुरी गीत देखील सादर केले.
	राज्यपालांचे सचिव डॉ प्रशांत नारनवरे यांनी प्रास्ताविक केले तर शिक्षण शाखेतील कक्ष अधिकारी वंदना मोरमारे यांनी आभार प्रदर्शन केले.
	मुंबई विद्यापीठाचे  कुलगुरु प्रो. रविंद्र कुलकर्णी व प्रकुलगुरु प्रा. अजय भामरे यांनी राज्यपालांचा सत्कार केला.  कार्यक्रमाला राज्यपालांचे सहसचिव एस राममूर्ती, विद्यापीठाचे कुलसचिव डॉ प्रसाद कारंडे, विद्यार्थी विकास संचालक डॉ सुनील पाटील, सांस्कृतिक कार्यक्रमांचे समन्वयक निलेश सावे, विद्यापीठाचे विद्यार्थी तसेच लोकभवन येथील अधिकारी व कर्मचारी उपस्थित होते.

	महाराष्ट्र लोक भवन में बिहार राज्य स्थापना दिवस मनाया गया
	बिहार संसदीय परंपराओं की जन्मभूमि: राज्यपाल जिष्णु देव वर्मा
	महाराष्ट्र के राज्यपाल जिष्णु देव वर्मा की प्रमुख उपस्थिति में सोमवार (दि. 23) को महाराष्ट्र लोक भवन में ‘बिहार राज्य स्थापना दिवस’ मनाया गया। ‘एक भारत श्रेष्ठ भारत’ पहल के अंतर्गत महाराष्ट्र लोक भवन द्वारा इस कार्यक्रम का आयोजन किया गया । यह कार्यक्रम मुंबई विश्वविद्यालय के सहयोग से संपन्न हुआ।
	इस अवसर पर राज्यपाल ने कहा कि बिहार संस्कृति, अध्यात्म और दर्शन की पावन भूमि है। इस भूमि ने देश को भगवान महावीर और भगवान बुद्ध जैसे महान व्यक्तित्व दिए हैं। उन्होंने कहा कि भारत आज विश्व का सबसे बड़ा लोकतंत्र है, बल्कि उससे भी बढ़कर भारत लोकतंत्र की जननी है। इस लोकतांत्रिक परंपरा की जड़ें बिहार में बुद्ध संघ की कार्यप्रणाली में निहित हैं, इसलिए बिहार को संसदीय परंपराओं की जन्मभूमि कहा जा सकता है।
	राज्यपाल ने बताया कि बिहार के लोग आज महाराष्ट्र सहित देश के विभिन्न राज्यों में महत्वपूर्ण योगदान दे रहे हैं।  बिहार के मूल निवासी अधिकारी भारतीय प्रशासनिक सेवा और भारतीय पुलिस सेवा के माध्यम से कई राज्यों में अपनी सेवाएं दे रहे हैं। उन्होंने कहा कि बिहारी समाज देश के हर हिस्से में उपस्थित है। त्रिपुरा सहित उत्तर-पूर्व के राज्यों में भी बड़ी संख्या में बिहारी समुदाय निवास करता है, जहां ‘छठ पूजा’ भी उत्साह के साथ मनाई जाती है। उन्होंने यह भी कहा कि बिहार अपने समृद्ध इतिहास को भविष्य के विकास के साथ जोड़ रहा है।
	राज्यपाल ने कहा कि भारत केवल सीमाओं, सेना और विदेश नीति तक सीमित देश नहीं है, बल्कि यह संस्कृति और ज्ञान की समृद्ध परंपरा वाला राष्ट्र है।
	देश के विभिन्न राज्यों में विविधता होने के बावजूद राष्ट्रीय एकता की भावना गहराई से निहित है। इस अवसर पर मुंबई विश्वविद्यालय के विद्यार्थियों ने बिहार के लोकनृत्य और भोजपुरी गीतों पर आधारित सांस्कृतिक कार्यक्रम प्रस्तुत किया।
	राज्यपाल ने उनके प्रदर्शन की सराहना करते हुए कहा कि बिहार के गीत, नृत्य और संगीत में विशेष उत्साह और ऊर्जा है। कार्यक्रम के दौरान बिहार के राज्यपाल लेफ्टनंट जनरल (से.नि.) सैय्यद अता हसनैन का संदेश वीडियो के माध्यम से प्रदर्शित किया गया।  बिहार राज्य की समग्र जानकारी देने वाली एक लघु फिल्म भी दिखाई गई।
	सांस्कृतिक कार्यक्रम में विद्यार्थियों ने मिथिला क्षेत्र के लोकनृत्य ‘झिझिया’ और ‘जट-जटिन’ प्रस्तुत किए तथा एक भोजपुरी गीत भी गाया।
	राज्यपाल के सचिव डॉ. प्रशांत नारनवरे ने कार्यक्रम का प्रास्ताविक प्रस्तुत किया, जबकि शिक्षा शाखा की कक्ष अधिकारी वंदना मोरमारे ने आभार व्यक्त किया। मुंबई विश्वविद्यालय के कुलगुरु प्रो. रविंद्र कुलकर्णी और प्र-कुलगुरु प्रो. अजय भामरे ने राज्यपाल का स्वागत एवं सम्मान किया।
	कार्यक्रम में राज्यपाल के सहसचिव एस. राममूर्ति, विश्वविद्यालय के कुलसचिव डॉ. प्रसाद कारंडे, विद्यार्थी विकास निदेशक डॉ. सुनील पाटील, सांस्कृतिक कार्यक्रम समन्वयक निलेश सावे, विश्वविद्यालय के विद्यार्थी तथा लोक भवन के अधिकारी एवं कर्मचारी बड़ी संख्या में उपस्थित थे।

	Bihar State Foundation Day  celebrated at Maharashtra Lok Bhavan
	Bihar The Cradle of Parliamentary Traditions, says Maharashtra Governor
	Bihar State Foundation Day was celebrated at Maharashtra Lok Bhavan on Monday (23rd) in presence of the Governor of Maharashtra Jishnu Dev Varma. The programme was organized by Maharashtra Lok Bhavan under the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ initiative, in collaboration with the University of Mumbai.
	Speaking on the occasion, the Governor stated that Bihar is a sacred land of culture, spirituality, and philosophy. This land has given the country great personalities such as Lord Mahavira and Lord Buddha.
	He said that India is today the world’s largest democracy; but more than that India is the mother of democracy. The roots of this democratic tradition lie in the functioning of the Buddhist Sanghas in Bihar, and hence Bihar can be regarded as the cradle of parliamentary traditions.
	The Governor noted that people from Bihar are contributing significantly across various states of India, including Maharashtra. He said officers from Bihar are serving in different states through the Indian Administrative Service and the Indian Police Service. He added that the Bihari
	community is present across the country. In the northeastern states, including Tripura, a large number of people from Bihar reside, where festivals like Chhath Puja are celebrated with great enthusiasm.
	He further stated that Bihar is successfully blending its rich historical legacy with future development.
	The Governor emphasized that India is not merely a country defined by its borders, military, and foreign policy, but a nation enriched with a deep cultural and knowledge tradition. Despite diversity across states, the spirit of national unity is deeply rooted in the country.
	On this occasion, students of the University of Mumbai presented a cultural programme featuring folk dances of Bihar and Bhojpuri songs. The Governor appreciated their performance, noting that the music, dance, and songs of Bihar are full of energy and vibrancy.
	During the programme, a video message from the Governor of Bihar, Lt. General (Retd.) Syed Ata Hasnain, was screened. A short film showcasing comprehensive

	information about Bihar was also presented. As part of the cultural programme, students performed traditional folk dances of the Mithila region such as ‘Jhijhiya’ and ‘Jat-Jatin’, along with a Bhojpuri song.
	Dr. Prashant Narnaware, Secretary to the Governor, delivered the introductory remarks, while Vandana Mormare, Section Officer from the Education Branch, proposed the vote of thanks.
	Vice-Chancellor of the University of Mumbai, Prof. Ravindra Kulkarni, and Pro-Vice-Chancellor Prof. Ajay Bhamare felicitated the Governor.
	Governor’s Joint Secretary S. Ramamoorthy , University Registrar Dr. Prasad Karande, Director of Student Development Dr. Sunil Patil, Cultural Coordinator Nilesh Save, along with students of the University and officers and staff of Maharashtra Lok Bhavan were present
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