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Foreword... bt b i

I am indeed delighted that "Aaple Raj Bhavan',
our in-house publication has stepped into its second
vear, Many people. both within and outside the
organization have welcomed the initiative. | wish and
hope that the magazine will be sustained with
dedication and commitment,

I am glad that an attempt has been made starting
from this issue, to document important events that
took place in the year 2011.

This was a busy year for me and [ thought |
should share some of my reflections with the readers.

It is almost two years since | came to

Maharashtra as Governor. | must say. it has been a

K. Sankaranirayanan greﬂt leamiﬁg preritfﬂi.‘e for me. Maharashitra was my

fifth State as Governor, having already served in Nagaland, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Jharkhand since February 2007.

On October 8. 2011, [ was appointed as Governor of Goa, the State going to
polls in the next few months. My sixth State as Governor!

The 'Raj Bhavan' represents the highest authority in the State. People of the
State have naturally great expectations from the institution of Governor. | have always
been encouraging all officers and staff through my interactions to provide the best and
efficient service to the people approaching the Governor for their grievances. Let
courtesy. promptness and efficiency be the motto of our organization.

As Constitutional Head of'the scheme of Statutory Development Board, 1 could
do justice to the backward regions of the State by ensuring equitable allocation of
funds through the budget in March 2011. 1 also appointed an Expert Committee under
eminent economist Dr Vijay Kelkar to assess the levels of development of each region
using a fresh set of indicators. The Committee has subject experts from various areas
as its members. During my visit to Pune, [ met Dr Kelkar and other members of the
Committee and exchanged ideas on developmental issues. [ had a very informative
discussion with expert members of the Vidarbha Development Board when they
presented to me well-researched reports on malnutrition, tribal education and other
subjects.

In my capacity as Chancellor of Universities in the State, 1 have so far
appointed Vice Chancellors to 15 universities. This must be a record in itself. 1 can
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draw satisfaction from the fact that most of the Vice Chancellors have justified their
selection through excellent work. I also addressed some of the concerns of Vice
Chancellors during the meeting of Joint Board of Vice Chancellors held in Pune and
which was attended by the Chief Minister, the Deputy Chief Minister and the Minister
for Higher & Technical Education.

In the year 2011, I met, apart from political delegations, more than a dozen
Heads of State and Heads of Government visiting Mumbai. I must mention here that
nations of the world have great expectations from Maharashtra and they are keen to
develop partnership with the State in many areas.

[ also visited many districts of the State. These visits provided me the first-hand
opportunity to understand the problems of the people and the regions.

As per the instructions of the President of India, a Tribal Cell is being set up at
Raj Bhavan shortly. The purpose of this Cell is to monitor the progress of
implementation of various programmes for the welfare of tribals.

I am glad that my dream project, the Bio-diversity Park at Raj Bhavan in
Nagpur has been commissioned in December 2011. 1 will have satisfaction that I
could do my bit for the protection and preservation of nature and its biodiversity.

I will be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge the involvement and
support of the staff of Raj Bhavan led by Secretary Vikas Chandra Rastogi in all my
endeavours.

| appeal and | urge the members of Raj Bhavan family to always remain alive to
the concerns of the people who have great expectations from the Governor's Office. I
wish to assure them that I am always open to hear from them. And I welcome criticism
also.

'Aaple Raj Bhavan' has provided us an excellent platform to interact and share
our ideas to take our institution forward. I wish the publication success.

- K. Sankaranarayanan
Governor of Maharashtra
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Glimpses of the year 2011
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Swearing in the newly appointed Deputy Chiel Minister Ajit Pawar
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Children's Day at Raj Bhavan on 14 Nov 2010

Governor K Sankaranarayanan and Radha Sankarapargymsnan receive the Hereditary Prince of
Liechtenstein Prince Alois and Princess Sophie at Raj Bhavan, Mumbai on 18 Nov 2010
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Governor accompanied by Radha Sankaranarayanan visits the temple of Sa Baba at Shirdi,
Dist Ahmednagar on 26 Nov 2010

Governor Sankaranarayanon with French President Nicholias Sarkozy at a funciton to pay tribute to
the victims of the Mumbai Terror attacks at Hotel Oberoi, Mumbai on 7 Dec 2010
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Ciovernor makes his contribution 1o the Flag Fund on the occasion of the Armed Forces Flag Day
at Darbar Hall, Raj Bhavan, Mumbai on 14 Dec 2000

Children of R Bhavan
Complex dance with Santa
Claus at the "Santa Yatra'

Crovermor -.!L'L""l'l]]_\.'l.]'::l.".l oy
Radha Senkaranaravanan arove o the Ry
Bhavan helipad lawn for the "Santa Yarra'
organizéd by Asianet News Chunnel

on 20 Dec 2010
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Lower Hmuse of the Mexican Congress {Camara de Diputados)
dip meels the Governor at Ra) Bhavan, Mumbai on 21 Dec 2000

Chhutrapat; Shivap

clebrations o

\entenary |

i receives the President of India Pratibhu Pacl at the

ernitional Alrport, Mumbsin om 22 Deg 2010, The President launchied the

entral Bank of India mnd Golden Jubilee of kahinoor Group durnng her vistl
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Covernor K. Sankranamyanan confiers DLt on the Speaker of Lok Sabha
Meimn Kumaraf the 601" Convocation of the SNDT Women's University, Mumbat on 4 Jan 2011

Governor sees off the Prime Minisier of India Dr Muanmohan Singh s CS1 Airpor, Mumbai on
T dan 2001, The Prome Minster presided over the Infosys Prize distibution ceremons
and commissioned the newly built ré-processing plant

it the Bhubhia Atomic Rescarch Centre (BARC), Torapur during his visit
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Govenror K. Sankaranaravanan presents the prestigious Roopdhar award of the Bombay Art Society
to renowned artist Jehanpir Sabavals at the 119t Annual Art Exhibition of the Society in Mumbai
on 17 Jan 2011, Sabavala I assisd away on 2 Ik;L[ﬂ 2011

Governor presents the Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswat) National Eminence Award
(o Bharat Ratna Lats Mangeshkar and Yoga Guru Baba Ramdey
in Mumbai on 22 Jan 201 ]
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Republic Day 2011

Governor unfurls the National Flag, addresses the gathering and inspects the parade
on the oceasion of Republic Day at Shivaji Park,
Mumbai on 26 Jun 2011
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Governor K. Sankaranaravanan and Radha Sankaranarayanan with Minister for Public Works and
Tourism Chhagan Bhujbal, Minister for Protwocol Suresh Shetty and Chiel Minister Prithviraj Chavan
at the AT HOME Reception hosted by the Governor on the lowns of Raj Bhavan,

Munibai on 26 Jan 2011

Mimister for Protocol Suresh Shetty, Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan, Director of Aditya Birla Group
Rajashres Birla and the Governor at the AT HOME Reception
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Governor with Musician Anu Mulik (10 the Governor's left) and others at the AT HOME Reception

Governor with renowned Voiee artist Ameen Sayani (of Bindaka CGiramala fame)
at the AT HOMLE Reception
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Governor with former Comptrolter of Rag Bhavan 1. 1. Sankhe and former Joint Secretary

to the Governar K. U, Naman (left) at the AT HOME Reception
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Governor K. Sankarmnarayanan presents the award for Social Leadership o well-known
soctad activist Anna Hazare at the 2151 World Congress on Total Quality in Mumbai on 28 Jan 2011
Chairman of the awards jury Chiefl Justice of India (rerd) PN Blagwati (centre) is glso seer

Governor K. Sankaranarayvanan visits Mam Bhavan ( Gandba Sangralaya) on the occasion

of the 63 Death Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 30 Jan 2011
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Wimner of the Pnime Minister's Baton Cadet Devika Tadwalkar shows the trophies and meduls
waon by the Maharashtra contingent of NCC at the Republic Day Camp held in New Delhi
to the Governor and Radha Sankaranaravanan at the Receprion hosted by
the Grovernor for the NUC cadets at Ray Bhavin, Mumbii on | Feb 201

Governor furmishes personal information to a census enumerator [Fom
Brihunmumbai Municipal Corporation at Raj Bhavan en'® Feh 2011
Radha Sankaranaravanan and Manmsha Mhaiskar, Additional Municipal Commissioner
are alsaseen, The event marked the beginning ol the 2011 Census in the Stale
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Yashwantrao Cha
Maharashtra Opm“l?nlvesitu

Governor confers the Honorary D Litt. on renowned playback singer Asha Bhosale at the 17°
Conveeation of Yaslhwantrao Chavan Maharashtm Open University at Nashik on | March 2011

g -

Governor K. Sunkarannravanan confers the
Hemorary . Litt. on Deputy Chamrman of the
Flanning Commission of India
Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia at the 13°
Canvoeation of the Swami Ramanand Teerth
Marathwada University, Nanded on 4 March 2011

Governor K- Sankargniraynnan,
[r: Montek Singh Ahluwalia and
Ishar Judge Ahluwalin (extreme 1éft)
during their visit to the Sachkhand Gurudwara
in Nunded on 4 March 2011
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Govemnior administers a polio dose w a
child at the lounching of the 'Pulse Polio
Cradication Compaign’ organised by the
Aditva Vikrom Birla Growp at Raj
Bhavan, Mumbai on 12 Mar 2011, Radha
Sankaronaravanan, Rajashree Birla and
Dir¢etar of Rotary International Ashok
Mulinjun were present on the oecasion

Radha Sankaranarayanan gives a polio
dose to a child at the "Pulse Palia
Eradication Campaign’

The Giovemnor addresses joint session of the Maharashtra Sute Legislature
at Widhan Bhavan, Mumbai on 14 March 2011
Speaker Dilip Walse-Patil (L) and Chairmian of the Legislstive Council
Shivajirao Deshmukh (R) are alsp seen
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LiOvVEeImar preseint Indian Mefchants' Chamber's Juran Cranlity Medal
W Mahindm & Mahandr Grotp OMD Anand Mahimdra m Momba
ot 16 Manch 2011

Dovernor meets Limon Foance Mimister Pranab: Mukherjee at Ra) Bhavan on' 27 March 201
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Glimpses of the reception in hounour of the
World Cup winning Indian Cricket Team

Presudient of [ndw Pratibha Patil hosted o high wain honour of the victdrious Indion Cricket team
1¢d by Mahendra Singh Dhoni that won the [CC World Cup in the finals plaved agamnst Sri Lanka
the previous day ot Raj Blavan, Miumbal on 3 Apeil 2000 Seen from lefi 1o right are Maharoshirs
Chiel Minister Prithving Chavan, Governor K Sankarsnaravanan, President Pruibha Pal,
Devisingh Shekhuwat, Radhs Sankaranaravanan dod Union Agriculture Minister Sharnd Pawur
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Governor takes a round of the exhibition "Treasurers of Ancient Ching' jointly organized by the
Archaeological Survey of India and the State Administration of Culural Heritage and Art
Exhibitions, China at Chhatrapati Shivaji Mahara) Vasto Sangrahalaya; Mumbai on 7 April 2011

Ciovemnor makes his donation w the Flag Fund for Fire Service personnel at the Concluding
function of the Fire Service Week orzanised by the Directorate of Maharashtrn Fire Services at Cross Maidan,
Mumbai on 20 April 2011, Chief Fire Advisor to the Government Milind Deshmukh is also seen
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Govermnor K. Sankarinaryanan welcomes Peter Ramsaner, Federal Minisier of Transport, Building
and Urban Development of Republic of Genmuny at Raj Bhavan, Mumbai on 20 April 2011

Goverron it the inauguration of event 'l For Afrika’ a business conclave ol India and
African countries oroanised by Indo-African Chamber of Commerce & Industries in
Mumbai on 28 April 2011, Viee President of Kenva Stephen Musyoka was also present.

st#s ga | WAt 2092 | TS ITS HEH | 2F



=
Tl A9«

13 ek pes wwpe

o

-
=T

el

K
I
L
»

Governor honours twenty=six Police Patils in the State for'their role in migimtaining peace
and rule of law in villages at a State function held a1 Raj Bhavan Mumbai on 29 April 201

Dr Ossur Skarphedinsson, Minister of Foredan Affuirs of Teeland
meets the Governor at Ray Bhavan Mumbai on 30 April 2011
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Governor of Maharashira K. Sankaranarayanan presented the Seva Bharatr Puraskar (o

the Dharmadhikan of Shree Kshetra Dharmishthsl Padma Bhoshan De 1), Yeerendia
Heggade for hs comribution o nation building through social service.

Fhe award was presented on the oecasion of the Silver Jubilee celebrmtions of Seva Bharati

gt Shammakhananda Hall in Momibo on Saturday | ill_‘-,|n|'|| 20111

el |

Governor Tehicitates well known film |IL'|-.|||'|_-_l|" M Tubbi on :1__|||!_' awarded Padmashree ot

a function organised by the Visaniruo Niik Rural Development and Agricultuml Researcl
Foundation ot Raj Bhavan, Mumbai on 1 May 201 |
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Ciovernor unfirls the National Flag and takes salute at the State function on the accasion
of Maharashtra Day at Shivaji Park. Dadar, Mumbai on 1 May 2011

Giovernor with Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan and Minister for Pratocol Suresh Shetty at
Maharashtra Day celebrations at Shivaji Park, Dadar, Mumbai on | May 2011
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Governor poses for photograph with Milan Stech, Senate President of the Czech Republic at the
sunset point of Raj Bhavan after their meeting on 12 May 2011

Covernor gives the "Anti-Temrorism Day Pledge’ to the stafT and officers of Raj Bhavoan
on the oeeasion of the death anniversary of former Prime Minister of fndin
the late Shri Rajiv Gindhi on 21 May 2011
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Sloverman Finne Mimsier Boogl Pabor interacts wath Mabarashtm Qovermor
K . sankgroparayoman af Rap Bhavan, Musibai on 13 June 2011

Governor K. Sankaranaayanan presents President's Police Medal for Gallaniry to the mothis

of Poliee Constable the Jate Shrnmeas "u'”.!‘_ wi Danchikwsr, Smit Kamlaba Dandikwar at an
Investiture Ceremony” held wt Rag Bliavan, Mombig on 27 June 201
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Laovernor receives Prinne Mimster of New Zealond John Philip Kex o Buj Blinvan
Mumbar on 2% lune 24011

(=)

- -
Governor receives the Prime Minister of Indin Dr Manmiohan Singh at €S Virport, Mombai

[he |’!II]H..' I‘l‘}illi.‘-h'l visited the St Ha a{riing ] J1 .EEI\.I'\-.!II|_|i o encpire about the mparod
victims of the near simultaneous exphosions that rodked Mumbai on 123 Julv 2011
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Governor meets the Deputy Foreign Mimister of Economic Affairs of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Seved Mir Mansour Burghei at Raj Bhavan, Mumbai on 31 Tuly 2011

Internctimg with former Linion Minister
it Mohan Dbara at the AT HOME Recepuion at
Rup Blusvnn in Toie on 15 August 2011

{overnor hoists the Natjooal Plag o the Chowernior with Chancellon of Syimbiosis
Council Hall in Pune on the occasion of 65 Liversmty 5, B Migjumdar (nght ) and othoers a1 the
[mibepentdence Day on 157 August 2011 AT HOME Reception fn Pine
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Ciovernor attends a Rozn [faar party
hested by Chief Minister

Prithviraj Chavan at the Haj House in
Mumbaion 19 Aug 2011, Union
Minister of State for Communication
Milind Deora, Maharashira Mimister
for Wagf Nasim Khan (standing
behind Governor), former Minister,
Anees Ahmed (o the Governor's right)
were also present on thie

necasion

Governor Sankarunorayanan lelicilating
legendary portrnt artist Vasant Anantrao
(VAL Malion the Latter's 1017 birthday
at Coomarswami Hall of Chhatmmpati
Shivaj Maharara) Vastu Sangrahalava in
Mumbai on 22 August. The felicitation
wits organised by the Bombay A
Society and the At Society of Indi. Shn
Mali passed away on 8" October 2011

Govemnor visits Baba Amite's 'Anandwan'
and witngsses a cultural programme
presented by the phvsically challenged
children of Anendsan on 28 Aug 201 1.
Dre Vikas Amite accompanied the
Giovernor during the visil

s o | s 2092 | HTAR IrAWEH | 39



T

=r wewk Tewy yw=

=  Governor K. Sank aranatayanan secompaiied by
Radha Sarkamnamivanm visits Mumbai's famous
Craneshotsay Mandal, "Lalbaug Cha Raja’ and offers
prayers 1o the Raja on 2 Sept 2011 during Guanushotsas

Governor of Muharnshim K. Sankaranarasyanan took additions! charge J
as Chonvernor of Gios at Ray Bhavan, Goa on 8 Sept 2001, Chief Justice ol
the Bombay High Court Justice Mohit Shah adiministered the onth of
ollice to the Governor

Giovernor receives the Vice Fresident of India Mohammed Harmd Ansari at the CS1 airport in
Mumbat on 23 Sept 2011, The Vice President delivered the Yusuf Meherally Memarial
Lecture on the oceasion of the Gulden lubilee Celebrations of Yusul Meherally Centre ot the
Convocation Holl off the University' of Mumbai
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A high level business delegation from Pakistan led by Pakistan's Federal Mimister of Commerce
Makhdoom Amin Fahim meets the Governor a1 Raj Bhovan on 26 Sepi 2011

Governor visits the Diksha-Bhoomi ai Nagpur and lights a candbe in front of the idol of Gautam Buddha
on 27 Sept 2011
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Govemnor and Chief Minisier Prithviraj Chaviin receive the Primie Minister of Tndia D Manmohan
Singh at: OS5I Awrport. Mumbai on 1 O¢t 2011, The Pritne Minigter accompanied by fhe Governor
attendid the Valedictiioy function of the Golden Jubilee Celehrativns of the Shipping Corporation of
Indin ot Shanmukhanands Hall and therealier atended the Silver Jubilee Colebrations of Mokan
Mang's Vanars' in Poune

Governor accompanied by the President of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam Truong Tan Sang enter the Banguiet Hall for a dinner hosted by the Governor
at Raj Bhavan, Mumbai on 13 Oc¢i 20 |
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Governor receives President of India Pratibha Patil &0 CS1 Airport, Mumbai on 16 Ogt 2011
apeaker of the Maharsshtra Legislative Assembly Dilip Walse-Patil is also seen in the picture

Mumister of State for External Affairs and Human Resource Development E Ahamed
during a courtesy visit to the Governor at Ray Bhavan, Mumbai on 16 Oct 201
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President Pratibha Patil, Govemor Sankaranarayanan, Chief Munsier Prithvira) Chavan
and other dignitanes at the inaughiration of the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of the
Muaharashtra State Legislature at Vidhan Bhavan, Mumbay on |8 Oer 2011

m*:i:. | l'a Ilf ! "

President Pratibha Patl and the Governor relepse a commemorative volume on the
pccasion of the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of the Maharashira Legislature
at Vidhan Bhavan, Mumbai
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Swedish Foreien Minister Carl Bildt and Governor Sankaranarayanan are all smiles

lomorary Consul

"-l"ll'. amermng oul witet their il &l . 1 i‘ll

of Sweden and Charman of Wockhardt Habal Khorakiwala 1s alsp seen

Polish Deputy Minis ol onamy R } s Crowernor b Rarnnarayanan o Ky
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Ciovernor K. Sankarmnaravana interacts with IS probationers from Mahamshira Cadre at Raj
Bhavan, Mumbai on 25 Nov 2011

Governor Sunkuranaravanan stands i silence after paying his tribute (o the police
martyrs on the 3" anniversary of the Mumbai terror attacks at the Martyrs' Memarial at
Police Crymkhana, Mumbai on 26 Nov 2011
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Ciovernor K. Sankaranaravanan confers the Sn Shanmukhananda Natonal Eminence
Yward' m Fine Aris on Kathak dance guru Pandit Bigu Mahara) at a function held in Mumbai
i 3 December 2001, Javendra Surmswati, the Sankaracharva of Kuneli Kampkoti Peetham
was present-on the oecasion

Pratik-Proves Tectineal & Paucational Sochty, Mgy
. \ PRLCAENT

Ciovernor joins disciples of Pt Jasraj in felicitating him at a function
'Ciauray Guru Shishyancha' organized by the Thakre Mahavidyvalaya
at Vasantruo Deshpande Sabhagriha, Nagpur on 11 Dec 201
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Ciovermor of Gon and Mabarashira K. Sankaranaravanan presénts the 'Gomant Vibhushan
Award" to renowned Architect Charles Correa at Kala Academy, Panan, Goa on 18 Dec 2011

Clhiet Mnister of Goa Digambar Kamat (to Govemor's left) 1s also seen

m.mwﬁ“m g Y
o AT rapti i ¢ n A
| -

Governor K Sankpranorayunan prese he Saimt Shrée Jnaneshward World Peéace Prize instituted by
the Maharashien Institute of Technology ton répresentitive of the BAPs Swamins:
MIT campus in Pune ¢ W) Dec 2001 romm Left 1o Richt: Rohul Kumad, De Raeh

shwanath Karmd, [ Mohkan Dharia (standing behind) and Dre Vijay Bhatka
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Raj Bhavan — More than Governor's Residence
- P. K. Ravindranath

Time was when daily newspapers carried prominently a briefl daily bulletin of
Raj Bhavan activities. It detarled the functions of the Governor tor the previous day.

;:[-.1i]t_._t\~.il|! alist of his visitors for the day.

[hat provided me my hist entry 1o the magnificent col nial het itage structure a
little before we became a Republic — 1949 to be precise. 1 wrote a formal letter to His
Excellency. asking for an appointment. Prompt came a reply giving me a date. The
next day moming "The Times of India’ carned the Rajy Bhavan bulletin mentioning my

name as one distinguished visitors the Governor had met the previous day.

P. K. Ravindranath (right) with Governor K. Sankaranarayanan

[t conferred on me a celebrity status among my group of jobless youngsters.
long before the Page 3 phenomenon became respectable in Mumbai's newspapers.
Raja Maharaj Singh was gracious enough to ask his aides to show me around the

gardens and the premises.

[t took more than two decades to get an myitation from the Governor himself to
meet him the next day. The Governor, scholar and diplomat par excellence Nawab Ali
Yavar Jung graciously invited me 10 have breakfast with him the next moming, |
arrived in time and found the dining table groanmg with a variety of dishes in right
royal Hyderabadi style. At the end of the breakfast, His Excellency asked me “Tea or
Coffee?” “Tea™, | said

He said, “No. Try our Coffee. It's home grown, roasted and ground. You will
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like 1. [ acquiesced, even though my stomach would protest vehemently later, ruined
as had been my digestive system by years of strenuous night shifts in newspaper

olhces

lhat was in May 197 1. The taste of that Nawabi coffee still lingers in my mouth.

Governor Nawab All Yavar Jung (night) and Zehra Ali Yavar Jung (second from left)
with H. H. Prince Aga Khan, Imam of Ismaili Shia Islam

and hus wite Proincess Salimah Aca Khan at Ray) Bhavanon 19 Nov 1973

After years of'a hectic life as a diplomat and academician, Ali Yavar Jung found
his governorship a laid-back job. “1 am a glorified hotel keeper here,” he said. *Go 1o
the airport, pick up State guests, bring them here and deposit them in our guest houses
he told me.

I'here were four guest-houses, one of them exclusively reserved for the Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, who was exuberantly fond of it

Since then, | have been a frequent visitor to Raj Bhavan, for professional
reasons. All except one, where C. Subramanyam released my biography of Sharad
Pawar, then Detfence Minister, in July 1992, He read the book with great interest and

extolled a few chapters from it that appealed to |H=i. as a Gandhian | felt a hittle guilry

soon after. when he was recalled. much before his tenure ended

My visits to Ray Bhavan DECAMC MOIre irequent 1 5[ fe [99(0s and ea I 2000s
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when another scholar-diplomat statesman Dr P. C. Alexander became the Govemnor,
His wife Ackama Alexander wrote two books on Raj Bhavan, Mumbai.

Later the Governor, Dr Alexander called me up and gave me a heap of his
articles published in *The Week™ during the interregnum between the Governorship
of Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra.

“See what you can do with these to compile a book.™ he said. He also entrusted
me with the task of finding a publisher.

He called up a week later to tell me that he had found the publisher — Dr
Shantilal Somaiva.

“The Perils of Democracy” turned out to be a useful book, recording Dr
Alexander’s views on a wide variety of issues of national interest all of which sound
highly relevant, two decades after they were first published,

The book covered every national and international issue that came to Dr
Alexander's attention during his tenure at the UN, UNCTAD and GATT and as
Secretary to the Government of India and later as Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister. It is a book worthy of study for post-graduate studies in Political Science. I
often wonder why Dr Somaiya did not get it prescribed by the Mumbai University.

Later Dr Alexander released my book “A Slice of Life™ at the Shanmukhananda
Hall.

There is a serenity and tranquility about life in Mumbai's Raj Bhavan, which I
have never found in any other gubernatorial residence in the country. That is reflected
in the politics of the State, which has rarely even been turbulent, except for a brief
period in the 1980s. Even that was handled in a superb manner by the then Governor.
Or was it always the sagacity and maturity of the chosen incumbents that had helped
hold a fine balance between the incongruous elements that comprise the political
spectrum of the State?

(Ravindranath has been a journalist in Mumbai for almost six decades. He has also
been Press Advisorto the Chief Minister of Maharashtra and Director {Publications),
Nehru Centre)
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Chancellor's Role in Perspective

Governor Sankaranarayanan has taken keen interest in promoting academic
excellence in universities right from day one. Since November 2010, the month this
newsletter was first published. the Governor has appointed Vice Chancellors to 10
universities. He had appointed Vice Chancellors to 5 universities in the first six
months of 2010. In all, the Governor has appointed Vice Chancellors to 15
universities. The Governor also appointed Pro Vice Chancellors in two universities.

alk

‘ i -.-'I ll' .
Prof. Dr. Arun Jamkar, Dr. V. S. Sapkal Dr. Vijay Pandharipande Dr. Tukeram More
VE, MUHS Nashik Mogpiir Unlversity VE BAML Vies Chancelior, MPKV Rahuri
20 December 2010 22 Docambar 2010 30 Docember 2010 30 Decomber 2010

1+

Dr. K. P. Gore Dr. Mohan Khedkar Dr. Vasudha Kamat
VC. MKV, Parbhani VT Sani Gadge Baba Amravatl University, Amravat) VCENDT
I January 2011 23 Fobruary 2014 10 May 2011

Dr.C. S. Prasad Prof Dr Sudhir U Meshram  Prof. V. S. Ainchwar Dr. K. E. Lawande
VC MAFSU VE Morth Maharashira Urivirsity VC Gondwana University VT, BEXKV Dapoll
12 May 2011 3 Seplember 2011 10 Baptember 3071 1 Movember 2011

The Governor held a meeting of Vice Chancellors of non-agricultural
universities in the State at YASHADA auditorium in Pune on 16 August 2011,
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Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan, Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, Minister
for Higher and Technical Education Rajesh Tope, Minister of State for Higher &
Technical and Medical Education D P Sawant, Principal Secretary of Finance Sudhir
Kumar Shrivastava, Principal Secretary Higher Education Sanjay Kumar, Secretary,
Medical Education Milind Mhaiskar, Vice Chancellors and Pro Vice Chancellors of
non agricultural universities were present on the occasion.

Addressing the Vice Chancellors, the Governor called for creating a "Vocational
Training University' in the State that would create a large pool of skilled manpower in
the State, Recalling that the Prime Minister of India has set the goal of creating 500
million skilled manpower in the country by vear 2022, the Governor asked the
universities in Maharahstra to design and develop skill based courses of short term
duration both for university students and for students outside the higher education
system including the school drop outs.

The State Government has appointed separate committees in the year 2010 on
the three issues. namely: |. Improving the quality and standards of higher
education in the State, 2. Review and amendment of the Maharashtra
Universities Acts, 1994, and 3. Bifurcation of large Universitiesin the State.

Two days prior to the JBVC meeting (14" August), the Governor also addressed
a meeting of the Chairmen and members of the three High Power Committees

appointed by the State Government and reviewed the work being done by them.

Chairman of the Committee on Improving the standards and quality of higher
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education Dr Anil Kakodkar. Chairman of the Committee on Review of Universities'
Act Dr Arun Nigwekar, members of the Committee including Dr Raghunath
Mashelkar, Dr Vijay Bhatkar, Smt Kumud Bansal, Dr R K Shevgaonkar. Gajanan
Ekbote and officials of the State Government attended the meeting.

The Committees have suggested a broad policy framework for creating
enabling atmosphere in the State to attract investment in education, to bring quality
improvement and to make higher education student-centric.

Visits to Universities:

The Governor visited the University of Pune in February 2011 and inaugurated
the Building for Modeling and Simulation and the new Extension building of Jaykar
Library. The Governor also presided over the 104" Convocation ceremony of the
University,

The Governor also visited the Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada
University at Aurangabad on 10" February and inaugurated the University Building.
He also interacted with Heads of Department, members of faculty and officers of the
University.

On 18" March, the Governor inaugurated the new Administrative Buildin gof
the Maharashtra Animal and Fishery Sciences University at Nagpur and interacted
with the Vice Chancellor and officials.

The Governor visited the Shivaji University. Kolhapur and inaugurated the
newly constructed Examination Building of the University on 7 August. In the same
month, he interacted with the Vice Chancellor and members of faculty of the
Rashtrasant Tukdoji Maharaj Nagpur University and laid the Foundation Stone of the
Department of Molecular Biology and Genetic Engineering of the University.

The Inter University Youth Festival Tndradhanushya' has become one of the
most popular cultural events of the universities in Maharashtra, The Governor
inaugurated the Indradhanushya festival at Nashik and later visited the MUHS
campus. Here again, he interacted with Heads of Department and members of faculty.

During the year, the Governor attended the Convocation ceremonies of the
SNDT Women's University, Mumbai, the Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open

University, Nashik, Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth at Rahuri and the Swami
Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University at Nanded.
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The Governor of Maharashtra K. Sankaranarayanan hosted the annual
dinner in honour of Mumbai's diplomatic community at Raj Bhavan, Mumbai on 16
November 2011,

First Lady Radha Sankaranarayanan, Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan,
Ministers Chhagan Bhujbal, Suresh Shetty, Dean of Diplomatic Corps and Consul
General of Spain Antonio Bullon, Consul Generals and Honorary Consuls of more
than 60 countries attended the programme.

The dinner was preceded by a beautiful ensemble of Hindustani & Carnatic
Classical music presented by P. Jaya Bhaskar from Hyderabad. It was followed by a
folk fusion band from Nagaland presented by Moa Subong. We bring to you the
glimpses of the memorable event.

Governor accompanied by Radha Sankaranaravanan lights the lamp to mark the inauguration of the cultural
programime at Raj Bhavan, PWD Minister Chhagan Bhujbal (left), Chief Minister Prithyiraj Chavan,
Dean of the Consular Corps in Mumbai Antonio Bullon, his wife and
Minister for Protocol Suresh Shetty are also seen in the picture
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Glimpses of the Cultural evening at Raj Bhavan
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HE set highest standards of integrity
- Sudhakar Dharmadhikari

Dr P. C. Alexander was widely acknowledged as an administrator par
excellence. I served as his Private Secretary for nine and half years during his tenure
i Maharashtra, 1 consider this period as a golden period of my service.

Dr Alexander's integrity, commitment and devotion to work were impeccable.
His style of working, his approach towards people, towards the staff working in Raj
Bhavan, politicians, officers and visiing dignitaries including Heads of Foreign
States was remarkable. A perfectionist, he would not tolerate any mistake or lapse in
work. One of the personal traits of Dr Alexander was that even if he was angry, he
used to express it in a subdued manner. Never did he use sharp words to express his
anger. All the same, he never punished staff for the mistake. He would give a chance
to the person committing mistake to improve himself.

Governor Dr PO Alexander presented the National Eminence Award for the yeéar 2000 to former Prime Minister of
India PV Narasimha Rao and Pravachan Karta Poojyva Rameshbhai Ojha (to Dr Alexander's right) at
Shanmukhananda Hall in Mumbai. To the exireme Iefl is the Sankaracharva of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham
Jayendra Saraswati

Once a young ADC telephoned an industrialist without the knowledge of the
Governor seeking favours for getting admission to a professional course for his
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relative. When the industrialist called up to the Governor to express his inability to
help in the matter, Dr Alexander was shocked that such inappropriate request was
made on his behalf in the first place. The Governor summoned the ADC and gave him
a sound dressing down. Later, he told me that his one word to the General would have
spoiled the whole career of the ADC. But he did not do that as the ADC was too young
to realize the gravity of his mistake.

I recall another incident of Dr Alexander's integrity and his moral standard.
Governors are entitled for many privileges and perks. One of these is free use of cars.
Only the Governor and his wife are entitled to avail of this facility. Dr Alexander
followed this rule in letter and spirit. Whenever Dr Alexander's children came to
Mumbai and used Raj Bhavan vehicles, Dr. Alexander used to pay by cheque for the
private use of vehicles by his children as per the Government rules. Nobody would
have objected even if Dr. Alexander had not paid for the private use of cars by his
children but he followed certain principles on which he never compromised.

I would like to share one more incident that showed Dr Alexander's
commitment to work. He was admitted to the Bombay hospital due to chest pain.
After undergoing angiography, Dr. Goyal, the cardiologist noticed some blockages in
his heart and ruled that it was necessary for Dr Alexander to undergo a bypass surgery
without loss of time. Dr Alexander, when told about this, did not wait for any
consultation with his wife or children. Within a minute, he took the decision himself
and told Dr Goyal, 1 quote: “Please go ahead with the surgery. | do not want to work
like a sick Governor™.

The very next day, he was operated. The operation was successful and after
spending two days i the ICU, he was shifted to a special room. On the fourth day after
the operation, | got a call from Dr Alexander. When 1 went to see him m his hospital
room wearing a face mask, 1 was surprised to see Dr Alexander resuming his work, He
dictated replies to the get-well messages he had received from the President of India,
the Prime Minister, the Union Home Minister, Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Chief Ministers
and others. Thereafier. he started replying 10 to 15 letters everyday from the hospital
besides going through the correspondence and important files.

(Sudhakar Dharmadhikari retired as Private Secretary to the Governor in 2003)
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The Darbar or Audience Hall, on s rectangular plan, was
constrocted in 1911, between Jal Bhushan and the Secretariar,
s portico edges on the underground, passage which leads
towards the southern tip and offer skirting the periphery,
termimates below Jal Chimton aear the Devi lemple, When the
imvestiture cergimiony of Sho Sri Prokosh wis held bete on 10
December 1926, the hall was known as al Nok”

Apparently, betore this Hall was consiructed the banguet
hall must have been used for all functions. In continuing »
tradition, the hall when complete was referred 1o s the Darbar
Hall, & nomenelature thit emulated the native states to whom it
cme with o distinct connotation

The Hall has all the required tappings of an iudience hall,
48 backdrop for the dins and on the wall facing the dias, were
two large paintings with the tree of life motif. In the veur 2000
the old panels were replaced by paintitig< ol the same theme on
raw silk with proncunced artistic and agsthetic flam Each of
these paintings is 19.6 x 9.9 fi. in dimension and were specially
desiencd and fabricated tor the Raj Bhovan by the Chhatrapat
Shivaji Maharnj Vastu Snngruhalaya (Tormet]y, Prince o0 Wi les
Museum ), Mumbi

With an evolving socio-political scenano oday, the
Crovernor s '."l.:l.lnllh;d fo preside over several functions
imcluding Investiture Ceremonies, and the Durbar Hall, the 'Jal
Sabhagriby', remains the most active aren of the Raj Bhavap

{Excerpred from the book “Rof Bhavens in Makarayhtra'
anthered by Shri Sudanhite Gorabsfikir)
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Flashback into Pre Independence Era

Bombay Governor Roger Lumley's granddaughter
visits Mumbai Raj Bhavan

Cecilia Cole, granddaughter of British
Governor of Bombay Sir Roger Lumley (IS
September 1937 — 24 March 1943) wvisited Ra
Bhavan, Mumbai on Wednesday, 23rd March 2011. In
asubsequent mail. she shares experience of her visit to
Raj Bhavan. She has also shared a couple of
photographs showing her grandfather. Cecilia Cole in
her own words:

“Itwas a great pleasure visiting Raj Bhavan and
I can't thank enough for the trouble vou took to
arrange the visit and show us around in such
fascinating detail.

Cecihia Cole

To see Raj Bhavan in person
meant great deal to me. having
heard so much aboutit, and T will go
back to my mdther's photographs
with a much-renewed interest!

Sir Roger Lumley was my
grandfather. His third daughter,
Anne Ridley, was my mother who
lived at Raj Bhavan with her
parents from the age of 9 to 15. My
aunt Elizabeth went to school in
Bombay. my mother learnt at
home.

Sir Roger Lumley died in
1969 when I was 13. My family and
our cousins spent Christmas in
Yorkshire where he and my
grandmother lived. He was a fairly
distant figure to us children, my
memory though is of him being
kind, rather quiet and someone to

According to Ceeilia, this photograph was taken at a Garden
be looked up to. 1 get the  partyin 1938 and shows Sir Roger Lumley. his wife, their son
- ) 4

impressinn thathe had a dI’}" sense of  Richard and davghters Lily Serena and Anne Ridley (Cecilia's

muother) on the right
humour.
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Viceroy's Visit in 1939

| found the experience of being in the place where my mother had spent 6 years
ofher childhood, of where she had very fond memories, very moving. Above all, I was
very touched at the trouble you took to make me feel welcome and to show me around
the house and the garden.

| hadn't realized the magnificence of the site of Raj Bhavan, with all those
wonderful views across the ocean, and the house itself is very attractive. 1 am
interested in plants so [ did wonder if the garden planting was much the same as in my
grandfather's day (it was terrific when we visited in March!)

(Cecilia Cole, 57, lives and works in London. She does freelance bookkeeping for
small businesses)
A e
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nto Pre Independence Er:

Flashback

Tracking the footsteps of Mark Twain....

Raj Bhavan Mumbai had an
interesting visitor on 11" January 2011,
Lord lan Strathcarron from England came
to Raj Bhavan Mumbai to see the place
where American writer Mark Twain had
visited more than 115 years ago.

Mark Twain (1835- 1910) was an
American writer and humourist. Twain is
famous for his works "Tom Sawyer'.
'Adventures of Huckleberry Finn' and
others.

Lord lan Strathcarron writes
historical travel books and is researching
about Mark Twain's visit to India in 1896.

lan Strathcarron is s¢en outside the Banguet Hall

- . with Raj Bhavan PRO Umesh Kashik
According to Strathcarron, Mark IR RSEREES

Twain had lunched with the then Governor of Bombay, Lord Sandhurst at what was

then called as 'Government House', now Raj Bhavan, on 26" January 1896,

lan Strathcarron writes: “In January 1896, Mark Twain arrived in Bombay to
start the India leg of his round the world lecture tour. He spent two and a half months
traveling around what are now India and Pakistan. A year later, he wrote an account of
his travels 'Following the Equator™.

While in Raj Bhavan, Strathcarron was given a tour of the Darbar Hall, the
Banquet Hall, the Dinning Room, Point Bungalow and other interesting places.

Subsequently, Strathcarron visited places including Roval Bombay Yacht
Club, Watson's Hostel, Novelty Theater (all in Mumbai), 'Poona Gymkhana' in Pune,
Baroda, Jaipur, Agra, Kanpur, Varanasi and many others (His tour photos can be seen
on his webpage: www.marktwainindia.com)

lan Strathacarron subsequently wrote that he will be writing experiences of the
his 'India Revisited' tour in his forthcoming book '"The Indian Equator : Mark
Twain's India Revisited'.
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Postcards from the family of Secretary
to the British Governor of C. P. & Berar

Raj Bhavan, Mumbai received two mails from John Entwistle (Low Crag,
Crook, Nr Kendal, Cumbria, LAS 8LE. entwistlej@mail.com) mentioning about his
visit to the Raj Bhavan in Nagpur in March 2011. Entiwistle's father-in-law Geoftrey
Burgess served as the Secretary to the last British Governor of C P & Berar Sir Henry
Twynam at Nagpur. We produce excerpts from the two mails as they throw light on
interesting faccts of history.

Mail dated 25 July 2011:

“*My wife Phillida and 1 (John Entwistle) had the pleasure of being given a tour
of the Governor's House, Nagpur in March this year (2011). It was great privilege and
we much admired how well it had been preserved.

My wife's father, Geoffrey Burgess. CMG, CIE. OBE served in the ICS 1928-
47 and was Secretary to the Governor for the Central Province based in Nagpur. We
were particularly delighted to notice in a small room beyond the main reception area
on the left hand side of the main entrance there was a photograph of the War
Preparation Committee's last meeting in 1946 which included him.

.1 attach a copy of photograph which was taken of the Governor's House n
1936. It is remarkable to note how similar the building is today.”

Letter dated 2 September 2011:

[ also enclose an indoor photograph which is obviously of a dinner in the
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Reception Hall in presumably the late 1930s but you may be able to work out the exact
date. It shows the Governor Sir Henry Twynam seated in the centre with his wife
Muriel Twynam to his left.

Henry Twynam was my wife's godfather. Mr Geoffrey Burgess who is my wife's father
is standing in the first row, on the left second in and his wife Mrs Gill Burgess 1s seated
fourth from the right.

I enclose a small
photograph of a garden
party at Nagpur Raj
Bhavan in 1944 which
shows Ms. Burgess at the
front left in the large hat.’
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[ree Plantation Campaign in Pune Raj Bhavan

The Governor of Maharashtra K. Sankaranarayanan has applauded the work of
the Nanasaheb Dharmadhikari Pratishthan for creating awareness in society about
environment conservation and for involving people in constructive social work like
tree plantation and de-addiction.

The Governor was speaking afier launching a tree
plantation campaign at Raj Bhavan, Pune on |5th August
2011, The "Tree Plantation Campaign' was organized by
the Nirupankar Nanasaheb Dharmadhikari Pratishthan as
part of its sustained programme of'tree plantation.

Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra Ajit Pawar,
Appasaheb Dharmadhikari, Sachin Dharmadhikari and a

large number of followers of
Nirupankar the late Shri
Nanasaheb Dharmadhikan
were present on the
occasion.

Bhoomi Pujan of new Raj Bhavan staff quarters in Pune

The Governor and the Deputy Chief Minister also performed the Bhoomi Pujan
and laid the Foundation stone of the
new stafl quarter building for Raj
Bhavan employees in Pune Raj
Bhavan on this occasion.

Two buildings having 12
flats each are being construeted in
the Raj Bhavan premises in Pune
for the class IV staff. The flats in the
two buildings will be having area of
365 sq. ft. and 225 sq. ft.
respectively and will be allotted to
gardeners, cleaners and other
support staff.
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What Raj Bhavan rests on ~§'3 ST,

- Dr. Dhananjay Ravat '“"""""

Raj Bhavan. like much of Maharashtra and parts of neighbouring states. rests
on a few kilometers thick basaltic lava flows erupted directly from the Earth's mantle
at about 63 million years ago (see the photograph). These black colored basaltic rocks,
which form the Western Ghats and the Deccan Plateaux, cover an area of about
500.000 sq km in much of Maharashtra and parts of Gujarat and are known as the
Deccan Traps. There are only a dozen or so such flood basalt provinces known in the
world.

Based on the Plate
Tectonics concept in geology, the
Indian peninsula was in the southern
hemisphere at the location of the
present - Réunion island east of
Madagascar at that time of the
eruption of these basalts and was
moving northward after
Gondwanaland (the geologic term
for the southern conglomeration of
continents named after the Gond
tribe in India) fragmented in the
Jurassic period around 150 million
years ago. About 65 million years

A view of eroded basalt ledges off Ra) Bhavan. ago, the ptﬂi]‘ISUIH encountered a
newly formed hot upward jet of molten mantle material known as the Reunion
Hotspot. which is still erupting in its original location in the southwestern Indian
Ocean in the form of volcanoes on the island of Réunion. The stationary hot upward
jet of the mantle melted the rigid outer layer of the Indian lithospheric plate and
injected basaltic magma through its very ancient crust. While the Indian plate kept
plowing northward, some two to three billion cubic kilometers of this basaltic lava -
extremely hot with the temperature of 1200°C and viscous hiquid like jaggery or
honey at room temperature - crept over the region. All previous vegetation and fauna
lay completely charred and buried under these lava flows,

Geologists and geophysicists have technologies to see through these thick
basaltic rocks; they have conjectured pre-hotspot failed continental rifts (places where
continents begin to separate but don't quite make it into ocean basins) and could
contain hard to reach petroleum and/or natural gas resources. The Bombay High is
one of the more accessible associated petroleum deposits formed on the western
continental margin of India.

{Dr Dhananiay Ravat is a Professor of Geaphysics and Chaiy-Department of Earvth & Envivonmental Scienees,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky, USA, dhananiay. ravaiiseky. edw)
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4 | congratulate 'Aaple Raj Bhavan' for providing

a platformy for expression of thoughts to
members of the Raj Bhavan Pariwar. Please also
convey my congratulations 1o those who helped
i this creative effort, which also leads to
documentation of Ra) Bhavan.

‘WM TR AR W Ruasiee o
wifeiera AT @ ATRTE [ W, A
TEEA 3F qE FE FeE @
FIAFHETE & TR A, 3 EEEe

TS G P This effort under the guidance of His Excellency

_ 3 has definitely evoked a sense of belonging in me
vl H| Afewen wm as 1t must have done in each one who has had

ﬂEFﬂ“TFETI'S e T A = some association with our esteemed Raj
ﬁwﬁsﬁﬂ Il STEAl Ui e Bhavan.
I

- ST AT, A )

N TR ST T e

= Prof. Vinayak Dalvie

Hesd, Depmitiment of Zaonbagy,
Sithbun College, Vil Parte
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A peek into her beautiful world

It 15 not unusual to
find Madam Radha
Sankaranarayayan
watching plants and trees
near Jal Bhushan, on the

periphery of the Banquet J
Hall and on either sides of /

the road leading to Raj Rodha Sankarnaravayan
Bhavan Upper Gate. It is as if she talks to every
plant and enquires them how they are !

Madam Radha who is a qualified botanist
has taken keen interest in enhancing the aesthetics
of Raj Bhavan. Under her watchful guidance,
small landscape patches have been developed this
year on the way to Raj Bhavan from the Upper
Gate. Needless to say, the landscapes have added
to the beauty of Raj Bhavan.

A Green House has also been created to take
care of plants that need extra care.
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