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CELEBRATION OF

THE WEST BENGAL

~a>

STATE FOUNDATION DAY

Introduction:

As part of the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat’ initiative of Government of
India, Maharashtra Raj Bhavan has been
celebrating the State Foundation Days
and Union Territory Foundation Days
of various States and Union Territories
in India.

Under the guidance and leadership of
the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra
Shri C P Radhakrishnan, the State
Foundation Day of West Bengal was
celebrated at Raj Bhavan Mumbai on 20
June 2025.

Organisers:

The West Bengal State Foundation Day
was organised by Maharashtra Raj
Bhavan in association with the
Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar Solapur
University (PAHSU).
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Venue:

The programme was held at the historic
Darbar Hall of Raj Bhavan.

Present:

Secretary to the Governor Dr Prashant
Narnaware, Vice-Chancellor of PAHSU
Prof Dr Prakash Mahanvar, Deputy
Secretary to  the  Governor S
Ramamoorthy, Dr Kedarnath Kalwane,
members of the Bengali community in
Mumbai, coordinators
students of the University and the staft
and officers of Raj Bhavan were present.
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Programme Itinerary:

started with the
Lighting of the Lamp followed by the
National Anthem and the State Song of
Maharashtra ‘Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha,
Maharashtra Majha’. The
Governor witnessed a beautiful Rangoli
drawn by the students of PAHSU
outside the Darbar Hall.

The programme

Garja

This was followed by the welcome
speech by Dr Prashant Narnaware,
Secretary to the Hon’ble Governor of
Maharashtra.

The programme began with the playing
of the State Song of West Bengal. This
was followed by an AV presentation
depicting the rich history and heritage
of West Bengal.

The stage was set for the cultural
presentation by the artists and students
of PAHSU. Boys and Girl Students of
the PAHSU presented the ‘Elo Durga
Maa’ folk dance.

It was followed by a Mono act in which
a student dressed up as Rabindranath
Tagore enacted a monologue ‘West
Bengal in the Eyes of Rabindranath
Tagore’. It was accompanied by a short
musical note of Rabindra Sangeet.

A group of students then presented the
Raibenshe folk dance of West Bengal
followed by the Jhumur folk dance by
the girls.

The Governor accompanied by the Vice
Chancellor of Punyashlok Ahilyadevi
Holkar Solapur University Prof Prakash
Mahanvar, Secretary to the Governor Dr
Prashant Narnaware, Deputy Secretary
to the Governor S Ramamoorthy and
Director ~ Student Development of
PAHSU Dr Kedarnath Kalwane were
then invited to the dais.

The Governor was felicitated by the
Vice Chancellor of PAHSU following
which the Governor felicitated the Vice
Chancellor of PAHSU.

This was followed by the Address by the

Hon’ble Governor:
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ADDRESS BY
THE HON’BLE GOVERNOR
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Itouch and salute the holy feet of Shri S. Ramamoorthy, Deputy Secretary,
Bharath Mata, the Most Powerful and Raj Bhavan

the Most Merciful. Dr Kedarnath Kalwane, Director,

D @565 2 eSS Student Welfare,

FTEUTEITEUTT LOMGER BLOGVESTIT Members of the statutory bodies of the

Dr Prashant Narnaware, Secretary to the University Distinguished members of
Governor the Bengali community in Mumbai,

Prof. Prakash ~ Mahanvar, Vice Students and Artists
Chancellor, Punyashlok  Ahilyadevi

7 Members of Raj Bhavan family
Holkar Solapur University


https://pmindiawebcast.nic.in/

Outstanding...is the only word that
occurs to my mind

What a brilliant performance by the
students !

For a moment we felt that we were in
West Bengal. Indeed, the students
brought to life the culture and traditions
of West Bengal in Raj Bhavan today.

I congratulate and applaud all the
students of the Punyashlok Ahilyadevi
Holkar Solapur University for the
wonderful cultural presentation.

This year we are celebrating the 300th
Birth Anniversary of Ahilyadevi Holkar,
the brave and visionary Maharani of
Indore.

[ pay my respects to the memory of this
great ruler who renovated many temples
and worked for the welfare of the people
and preserving the Sanatana Dharma.

Today, I extend a warm welcome to
each one of you on the joyous occasion
of the West Bengal State Foundation
Day.

Maharashtra Raj Bhavan is indeed
privileged to organize for the West
Bengal Foundation Day as part of the
‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ initiative of
Government of India.

This day holds immense significance as
we celebrate the rich history, cultural
heritage, and the remarkable
contributions made by West Bengal to

our great nation.

West Bengal has for long, given the
thought

nation leaders in various

disciplines.

From ancient times, this region has
witnessed the rise and fall of empires, the
influence of various dynasties, and the
assimilation of diverse cultures.

West Bengal played a crucial role in
India's freedom movement.

Maharashtra, West Bengal and Punjab
complimented each other in the freedom
movement in SO many areas.

Maharashtra gave the nation Bal
Gangadhar Tilak while West Bengal
gave it Bipin Chandra Pal. Punjab gave
the nation Lala Lajpat Rai. The sacrifices
of Lal — Bal — Pal trio cannot be
forgotten by a grateful nation.

Maharashtra and West Bengal became
hotbed of revolutionary ideas and a
breeding ground for courageous

freedom fighters who fought relentlessly

against colonial rule.

The names of great visionaries like
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Rabindranath Tagore and Surendranath

Bose,

Banerjee resonate with pride and

admiration, as they fearlessly
championed the cause of independence
and inspired millions to join the

struggle.

When India attained Independence, in
many places Vande Mataram was sung
as our National Anthem.



The Constituent Assembly then adopted
Rabindranath Tagore’s work “Jana Gana
Mana’ as the anthem of India.

Beyond its contributions to the freedom
movement, West Bengal has emerged as
a thriving center for business and
commerce.

From the bustling streets of Kolkata to
the industrial towns of Howrah and
Durgapur, the state has been a hub of
entrepreneurship and economic growth.

West Bengal has not only excelled in
trade and commerce but has also been
instrumental in

shaping the

parliamentary democracy of our nation.

Bengal gave the nation distinguished
statesmen and political leaders, who gave
the nation democratic ideals. How can
we forget the contributions of Dr Syama
Prasad Mukherjee, Dr. Meghnad Saha,
Pranab Mukherjee, Jyoti Basu, Hiren
Mukherjee, Somnath Chatterjee and
many others.

The art and culture of Bengal have

flourished

in various forms, be it
through painting, sculpture, music,
dance or theater.
Renowned film-makers, artists,

musicians and performers from Bengal
have carved a niche for themselves, not
only within India but also on the global
stage.

The idea of Mumbai’s iconic Hindi film
industry cannot be imagined without
mentioning the names of film makers,

actors, directors and musicians from
West Bengal.

Today Sandesh Sweets and Misty Doi
have become household names in
Maharashtra. So also Kulchas.

Odisha may have claim to be the origin
of Roshogulla, but many believe that
Roshogulla came from West Bengal.

The Bengalis, especially those from
Mumbai are the pride of Maharashtra.
Many of them have excelled themselves
in as diverse fields as Medicine, Art,
Theatre,
Heritage, Journalism, Judiciary and so

Music,  Films, History,

many others.

Mumbai has a large Bengali population
and there are hundreds of Durga Puja
Celebrations in and around Mumbai.
Some of the Durga Puja Mandals are
almost 100 year old.

As we celebrate West Bengal State
Foundation Day, let us take a moment
to appreciate the invaluable
contributions made by this remarkable

state to the nation.

Maharashtra Raj Bhavan is committed to

promoting  cultural exchange and
fostering ties of friendship between

Maharashtra and West Bengal.

Together, let us continue to celebrate
the rich tapestry of our diverse nation
and work towards building a prosperous
and harmonious ‘Viksit Bharat’.



Thanks to the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat’ Initiative conceived by our
visionary Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi Ji, we are meeting and celebrating
the Foundation Day of West Bengal in
Maharashtra. So, we have to admire the
vision of our great Prime Minister.

Once again, I convey my appreciation
to the Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar
Solapur University, to Vice Chancellor
Prof Prakash Mahanvar and to all the
students for their excellent cultural
presentation.

Let us resolve to stay united and work

for the glory of Mother Bharath.

*Dhanyavad ! Jai Hind !*
*Jai Bharath ! Jai Maharashtra ! Jai
West Bengal I
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Felicitations:

The Governor felicitated the students
and artists of the Punyashlok Ahilyadevi
Holkar University.  Two
students who did live paintings — one on
the theme of West Bengal and the other

Solapur

on the illustration of the Governor —
presented their works to the Governor.

Vote of Thanks:

Wavdankar,  Under
Secretary (Admn) (i/c) delivered the vote

Smt  Karuna

of thanks. The programme concluded
with the National Anthem. Lunch
packets  were served after the
programme. The State Foundation Day
event of West Bengal was a grand

success.

Past (elebrations:

This was the 22" State / UT Celebration
organised by Maharashtra Raj Bhavan.

The Raj Bhavan had earlier organised
the Sikkim State Formation Day on 16"
May 2023, Goa Formation Day on 30
May, Telangana State Formation Day
on 2 June, West Bengal State Formation
Day on 20" June 2023, the Jammu &
Kashmir’ and ‘Ladakh’ Union Territory
Formation Day on 31* October 2023.
The State Formation Day of Haryana,
Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab and Tamil
Nadu and the Union Territory
Formation Day of Andaman & Nicobar,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Lakshadweep and
Puducherry was celebrated on 1%
November 2023.

The State  Formation Day  of
Chhattisgarth, Madhya Pradesh and
Andhra  Pradesh  was  celebrated
separately, on the same day, 1
November 2023. The Uttarakhand State
Formation Day was celebrated at Raj
Bhavan on 9" November 2023. The
Jharkhand State Formation Day was
celebrated at Raj Bhavan on 15
November  2023. The  Manipur,
Meghalaya and Tripura State Formation
Day was celebrated on 21* January
2024, while UP State Formation Day
was celebrated on 24" January. There
were no State or UT day celebrations on
account of the Model Code of Conduct
first for Lok Sabha elections and
thereafter for the State Assembly
elections. The State formation Day of
Nagaland and Assam was held on 1%
December 2024. The State Formation
Day of Manipur, Meghalaya and
Tripura was celebrated on 21% January
2025. The State Formation Day of Uttar
Pradesh and the Union Territories of
Dadra Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu
was held on 25 January 2025. The State
Foundation Day of Arunachal Pradesh
and Mizoram was held on 20" February
2025. The State Foundation Day of
Bihar was celebrated on 22 March 2025.
The Rajasthan State Foundation Day
was celebrated on 4* April 2025. The
Himachal Pradesh State Foundation Day
was celebrated on 21% April 2025. The
Maharashtra ~ and ~ Gujarat  State
Foundation Day was celebrated on 1*
May 2025. The Sikkim State Foundation
Day was celebrated on 16™ May 2025.
The Goa and Telangana  State
Foundation Day was jointly held on 30
May 2025,
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Press Release Issued by Raj Bhavan after the West Bengal State Foundation

Day function on 20 June 2025

ST A2 9f YT 91T I TATYAT fead 1o

ISAUTeTichgA YUaIP Jfgedigd] oy

AR faendiarn faenedic Tikpide
TR IBRUTEE e

UfYH P SATAT 316 &A1 faardd faa:
AT A1 I 1T

OfIH ST QAT 36 aFd AR fAIRdd
d BifdeR® &, AT W= dedTd e
- §1cT - UTcT AT FAE AERTE, Ui 9 9fgH

IIdcd quIHics fecaied! Blddr AR
femdfioren  faemeaft  ufgm oo
ARG A T Jaren MeamT

P QAT A e bel 3R TG HHA
fApld uRAR @& MedHET S
TERTSRIE IfAH STl HIS IPTEH S8l 31T
feryRT ITadTet At Ot TP il AT I
h bl

RIETHUH Il YA IURdd Yepart (g
20 3[) HERTY ISTHa 3 qfgH SI1ct I
AT feaH HRepfcieh PHRIHHTAT HIEHHT
ART RGN 3], A ASTITd dield
gid.

ufgH ST SNl FeaR ARPlAd g
3RIA T AT G2ATedT dsiif-ep, e fAAfq,
INABR T BeATBR ol 3ed. S ST
ST ogmIE RIS, ST BEAlg Wel, R
IRgsil, YOI Hsil, AHATY s, IRTRY
Ieug el 3 APMAET 39Tell Yourd
Sl g HHATY Ui I HRIBIBIA BH
U Hefl AeTed! 319 AsTareti- Hiflde.

3PY  ARIBUT  bodldedd  ISFUTeti-t
Ifad 31 ¥elid ARAdY Ji-l I WRIdIR
UHU] Bl R 3R Ifdd HHUN JIasuas
I IMURVGE Bl ISTUTiAT &
qugdis  Jfeedicdl  EldeN AR
fdemdfior $e[s W Ybil HEHaR i

Heply prUdld Sl

BRIGHT ITUTelid IUAfAd T A,
faemefi fapr ARABR S BERATY Hosau,
feneli HATPR dHT ISTHIAA A BRI d
PHURl  3UfRd @4, fdardieren  q=
femeaf A Wsfla RAdpe AR A
YT BeTldbel! IsgaTeti=T A feer,
ARl HRIGHIA fqemeaidt afgn Ser
Tl PIf Al dlelid, Il PR At
e8I IfAH SPTTet & THUTET TIGRIDHRT, Va2
AlhIcd T Helld SR cllh]cd HIeR e,
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LELEBRATES

JEST BENGAL

STATE FO Jmﬁm ON DAY

Maharashtra Raj Bhavan celebrated the
West Bengal State Foundation Day in
presence of State Governor C P
Radhakrishnan at Raj Bhavan Mumbai on
Fri (20 Jun). The State Foundation Day
was celebrated as part of the Government
of India’s programme ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat’ initiative.

Speaking on the occasion, the Governor
paid rich tributes to the extraordinary
contributions of West Bengal to India’s
cultural, literary, and political landscape.

Highlighting West Bengal’s pivotal role in
India’s freedom struggle, the Governor
recalled how Maharashtra, West Bengal,
and Punjab complemented each other in
nurturing revolutionary ideas.

He remembered iconic freedom fighters
Lal- Bal - Pal and visionaries such as
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
Rabindranath Tagore, and Surendranath
Banerjee, whose contributions continue to
inspire generations.

He also paid homage to distinguished
political leaders from Bengal like Dr.
Syama Prasad Mukherjee, Dr. Meghnad
Saha, Pranab Mukherjee, Jyoti Basu, Hiren
Mukherjee, and Somnath Chatterjee.

The Governor praised the Bengali
community in Maharashtra, particularly in

Mumbai, which proudly hosts hundreds of

Durga Puja celebrations,

with some mandals tracing their origins
back nearly a century. As the nation works
towards building a prosperous and
harmonious Viksit Bharat, the Governor
reafirmed Maharashtra Raj Bhavan’s
commitment to fostering  cultural
exchange and strengthening ties of
friendship between Maharashtra and West

Bengal.

Students and artists of the Punyashlok
Ahilyadevi Holkar Solapur University
presented a  cultural  programme
comprising folk songs and dance depicting
the cultural traditions of West Bengal on

the occasion.

Secretary to the Governor Dr. Prashant
Naranware,  Vice  Chancellor  of
Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar Solapur
University Prof. Prakash Mahanwar,
Deputy Secretary to the Governor S
Ramamurthy, Student  Development
Ofticer of PAHSU Dr. Kedarnath
Kalwane, Bengali-speaking invitees from
Mumbai, student artists of the university
and members of Raj Bhavan family were
present.

Two students of the university presented
their live paintings to the Governor on
this occasion.

The students presented the folk song 'Elo
Durga Maa' , a monologue on West
Bengal through the eyes of Rabindranath
Tagore, Raibenshe folk dance and Jhumar
folk dance.
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