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CELEBRATION OF THE 
SIKKIM

STATE FOUNDATION DAY

INTRODUCTION:

As part of the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ initiative of Government of India,
Maharashtra Raj Bhavan has been celebrating the State Foundation Days and
Union Territory Foundation Days of various States and Union Territories in
India.

Under the guidance and leadership of the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra
Shri C P Radhakrishnan, the State Foundation Day of Sikkim (16 May) was
celebrated at Raj Bhavan Mumbai on 16 May 2025. 

ORGANISERS:

The Sikkim State Foundation Day was organised by Maharashtra Raj Bhavan in
association with the Shivaji University, Kolhapur.

VENUE:

The programme was held at the historic Darbar Hall of Raj Bhavan

PRESENT:

Secretary to the Governor Dr Prashant Narnaware, Vice-Chancellor of Shivaji
University Prof Dr D T Shirke, Pro Vice Chancellor Dr P S Patil, members of
Management Council of the University, cultural coordinators, students of the
University, and teachers and staff and officers of Raj Bhavan were present.



DR. PRASHANT NARNAWARE, I.A.S.

Secretary to the Governor

PROGRAMME ITINERARY:

The programme started with the Lighting of the Lamp followed by the
National Anthem and the State Song of Maharashtra ‘Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha,
Garja Maharashtra Majha’. The Governor witnessed a beautiful Rangoli drawn
by two students of the Shivaji University and a live painting on the architecture
of Sikkim by another student. 

This was followed by the welcome speech by Dr Prashant Narnaware, Secretary
to the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra. 

A short film capsule tited ‘Two States are Born’ on the history and heritage of
Sikkim, made by the Media Department students of Shivaji University was
shown on the occasion. The stage was set for the cultural presentation by the
artists. Boys and Girl Students of the Shivaji University presented the State Song
of Sikkim. It was followed by the Ghantu dance of the Gurung Community and
Lepcha Song and Lepcha Dance of Sikkim on the occasion.

The Governor accompanied by the Vice Chancellor of Shivaji University Prof
D T Shirke and Secretary to the Governor Dr Prashant Narnaware were then
invited to the dais.

The Governor was felicitated by the Vice Chancellor of Shivaji University
following which the Governor felicitated the Vice Chancellor. 

This was followed by the Address by the Hon’ble Governor: 





SHRI C.P.RADHAKRISHNAN

ADDRESS BY 

THE HON’BLE GOVERNOR

Hon'ble Governor of Maharashtra

      Itouch and salute the holy feet of
Bharath Mata, the Most Powerful and
the Most merciful

ஆஜ் இத்தே உபஸ்தித்

சர்வான்னா மாஜே நமஸ்கார்

Dr. Prashant Narnaware, My Secretary
in the Raj Bhavan

Prof. D. T. Shirke, Vice Chancellor,
Shivaji University, Kolhapur

Senior officers and members of the
faculty and cultural team from
Kolhapur

Dear Students and artists

Members of Raj Bhavan family

I

https://pmindiawebcast.nic.in/


We are celebrating the Sikkim State
Foundation Day in Maharashtra
without any fear because of the strong
message sent out by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji to
Pakistan.

With a single military operation
‘Sindoor’ launched by our bravest
armed forces, we silenced the enemy
country in no time. Because of the
unity of our country. 

This celebration of the Sikkim State
Foundation Day as part of Ek Bharath
Shreshtha Bharath is the celebration of
the unity in diversity of our great
country, Mother Bharath.

I congratulate the students of Shivaji
University for their top-class
presentation on the folk songs and
dance forms of Sikkim. You
transported us to Sikkim without
actually going to Sikkim.

I convey my appreciation to Dr
Shirke, the Vice Chancellor and all
those who put up today’s cultural
presentation.

The University bears the name of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, one of
the greatest and noblest Kings
produced by this great soil of
Maharashtra.

Dear friends
 

Sikkim is a land richly blessed by
nature. Nestled in the lap of the
Himalayas and nourished by the
Teesta River and its tributaries, it is
home to lakes, hot springs, snow-
capped peaks, ancient monasteries, and
courageous people.

The state is known for its biodiversity,
encompassing a wide variety of flora
and fauna across its diverse ecological
zones. 

Under the visionary leadership of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister, significant
efforts are being undertaken to
transform the State by improving the
human development indices across the
state, ensuring that the benefits of
growth and welfare reach every
citizen.

• Tribute to PM Modiji for Op Sindoor
• Greetings on Sikkim State Foundation Day
• Commendation for Shivaji University
• Tribute to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
• Sikkim: A Jewel in the Lap of the Himalayas
• Sikkim’s Renewable Energy Achievements
• Promoting National Integration Through Tourism and Cultural Exchange

POINTS: 



There is much that the rest of the
country can learn from Sikkim. Sikkim
generates the least amount of plastic
waste among all Indian states. 

Sikkim has also pioneered organic
farming, setting a national benchmark
by becoming India’s first certified
organic state. 

Through bold and forward-looking
policies - such as the banning of
plastics, chemical pesticides, and
synthetic fertilizers - Sikkim has
emerged as a torchbearer for eco-
friendly development.

It is also worth highlighting that
Sikkim is a power - surplus state and
ranks second in the country in
generating energy from renewable
sources. This achievement reinforces
its reputation as a state deeply
committed to sustainable growth.

With renewed governmental focus on
sectors such as education, healthcare,
tourism and infrastructure - especially
roads - Sikkim is poised for even
greater development, promising
economic resilience and prosperity for
its people.

I call upon the people of Maharashtra
to visit Sikkim, experience its natural
beauty and warmth and interact with
its communities. 

Likewise, I invite the people of Sikkim
to explore Maharashtra. 

Such exchanges are essential to
nurturing the spirit of national
integration and mutual understanding.

Tourism holds immense potential in
Sikkim. The state has made a unique
contribution by preserving its
pilgrimage sites, architectural heritage
and civilizational legacy. These efforts
offer an enriching and soulful
experience to travellers.

Countries like Singapore and Thailand
attract millions of tourists annually. I
believe that if we strive collectively,
we can transform both Maharashtra
and Sikkim into model states for
tourism in India, thereby significantly
boosting domestic and international
tourist inflows. We must care and
share for our fellow citizens and
contribute to boosting their
economies. It will bring about the
emotional integration of the North
East with the rest of India.

Before I conclude, I would like to
once again express my sincere
appreciation to the students of Shivaji
University for their graceful and
culturally rich performance. I wish
each one of them great success in all
their future endeavors.

Dhanyavad !
Jai Hind ! Jai Bharat ! Jai

Maharashtra ! Jai Sikkim !!





FELICITATIONS:

The Governor felicitated the students and artists of the Shivaji University and
favoured group photographs to all. A student of the Shivaji University presented
his live painting of Sikkim to the Governor.

VOTE OF THANKS:

Shri Sushil More, Under Secretary to the Governor delivered the vote of thanks.
The programme concluded with the National Anthem. Refreshment was served
after the programme. The State Formation Day event of Sikkim was a grand
success.

PAST CELEBRATIONS:

This was the 20  State / UT Celebration organised by Maharashtra Raj Bhavan. th

The Raj Bhavan had earlier organised the Sikkim State Formation Day on 16  May
2023, Goa Formation Day on 30 May, Telangana State Formation Day on 2 June,
West Bengal State Formation Day on 20  June 2023, the ‘Jammu & Kashmir’ and
‘Ladakh’ Union Territory Formation Day on 31  October 2023. The State
Formation Day of Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab and Tamil Nadu and the
Union Territory Formation Day of Andaman & Nicobar, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Lakshadweep and Puducherry was celebrated on 1  November 2023. The State
Formation Day of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh was
celebrated separately, on the same day, 1 November 2023. The Uttarakhand State
Formation Day was celebrated at Raj Bhavan on 9  November 2023. The
Jharkhand State Formation Day was celebrated at Raj Bhavan on 15  November
2023. The Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura State Formation Day was celebrated on
21  January 2024, while UP State Formation Day was celebrated on 24  January.
There were no State or UT day celebrations on account of the Model Code of
Conduct first for Lok Sabha elections and thereafter for the State Assembly elections.
The State formation Day of Nagaland and Assam was held on 1  December 2024.
The State Formation Day of Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura was celebrated on
21  January 2025. The State Formation Day of Uttar Pradesh and the Union
Territories of Dadra Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu was held on 25 January 2025.
The State Foundation Day of Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram was held on 20
February 2025. The State Foundation Day of Bihar was celebrated on 22 March
2025. The Rajasthan State Foundation Day was celebrated on 4  April 2025. The
Himachal Pradesh State Foundation Day was celebrated on 21  April 2025. The
Maharashtra and Gujarat State Foundation Day was celebrated on 1  May 2025. 
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Press Release Issued by Raj Bhavan after the Sikkim State Foundation Day function on 16 May 2025

 एक भारत श्रेष्ठ भारत' उपक्रमांतर्गत सिक्कीम राज्य
स्थापना दिवस राजभवन येथे साजरा

आपला परिसर प्लास्टिक मुक्त करण्याचा युवकांनी
संकल्प करावा: राज्यपाल सी पी राधाकृ ष्णन

आज काश्मीर पासून कन्याकु मारी पर्यंत देश प्लास्टिक कचऱ्याने  विद्रुप होत आहे . सिक्कीम मात्र देशातील सर्वाधिक कमी
प्रमाणात प्लास्टिकचा वापर करणारे  ते  राज्य ठरले  आहे . ही गोष्ट महाराष्ट्रा सह इतर सर्व राज्यांनी शिकण्यासारखी असून
युवकांनी किमान आपला परिसर प्लास्टिक मुक्त करण्याचा संकल्प के ला तर देश पुन्हा एकदा सुजलाम सुफलाम होईल,
असे  प्रतिपादन राज्यपाल तथा राज्य विद्यापीठांचे  कु लपती सी पी राधाकृ ष्णन यांनी आज येथे  के ले . 

सिक्कीम राज्याचा ५० वा राज्य स्थापना वर्धापन दिवस राज्यपाल राधाकृ ष्णन यांच्या प्रमुख उपस्थितीत महाराष्ट्र  राजभवन
मुंबई शुक्रवारी (दि. १६ मे) साजरा करण्यात आला, त्यावेळी ते  बोलत होते .  'एक भारत श्रेष्ठ भारत' उपक्रमांतर्गत
राजभवनातर्फे  शिवाजी विद्यापीठाच्या सहकार्याने  सिक्कीम राज्य स्थापना दिनाचे  आयोजन करण्यात आले  होते . साधारण
तीन दशकांपूर्वी देशात कु णीही प्लास्टिक - पॉलिथिन बॅग वापरात नसत. प्लास्टिक न वापरल्यामुळे  कु णाचेही फारसे  काम
अडत नव्हते . आज मात्र लोक खरे दीसाठी बाहे र जाताना कधीही कापडी पिशवी नेत नाही. प्रत्येक वस्तू प्लास्टिक मध्ये
आणली जाते . साधा चहा देखील लोक पॉलिथिन बॅग मध्ये  आणतात. अशा प्रकारच्या चहाचे  आरोग्यावर काय परिणाम
होतात याचा विचार देखील करीत नाहीत. या स्थितीचा विचार करून युवकांनी प्लास्टिकचा वापर कमी करावा व बाहे र
पडताना नेहमी कापडी पिशवी सोबत बाळगावी अशी सूचना राज्यपालांनी यावेळी के ली. सिक्कीम व इतर उत्तरपूर्व राज्याचे
सौंदर्य स्वित्झर्लंड पेक्षा तसूभर देखील कमी नाही. आपण स्वतः स्वित्झर्लंडला जाऊन आलो. त्या देशापेक्षा कितीतरी पटीने
नैसर्गिक सौंदर्य भारतात आहे . मात्र उत्तम मार्के टिंग मुळे  काही देश पर्यटनात पुढे  गेले  आहे  असे  सांगून लोकांनी सिक्कीमसह
उत्तरपूर्व राज्ये  तसेच जम्मू काश्मीर, हिमाचल प्रदेश या राज्यांना भेट द्यावी असे  आवाहन राज्यपालांनी यावेळी के ले . 

आज सिंगापूर व थायलंड जगातील सर्वाधिक पर्यटक आकर्षित करतात. मात्र, भारतात इतक्या नदया, गडकिल्ले , वारसा
शिल्पे  व निसर्ग संपदा आहे  की जगातील अर्धे  पर्यटक आपण आकर्षिक करू शकतो असा विश्वास राज्यपालांनी यावेळी
व्यक्त के ला. संपूर्ण देशातील लोकांमध्ये  असलेल्या ऐक्याच्या भावनेमुळे  पाकिस्तान 'सिंदूर' मोहिमेनंतर शांत झाला असे
सांगून लोकांनी एकता टिकवून ठे वली तर भारत विकसित राष्ट्र  म्हणून उदयास येईल असे  राज्यपालांनी सां गितले . 

यावेळी शिवाजी विद्यापीठाच्या विद्यार्थ्यांनी सिक्कीमचे  लोक नृत्य घोंटू व लोकगीत लेपचा तसेच सिक्कीमचे  राज्यगीत उत्कृ ष्ट
सादर के ल्याबद्दल राज्यपालांनी विद्यार्थ्यांना कौतुकाची थाप दिली. 

शिवाजी विद्यापीठाच्या कु लदीप जठार व श्रद्धा चराटकर या विद्यार्थ्यांनी रांगोळीच्या माध्यमातून सिक्कीम येथील तरुणीचे
सुंदर चित्र साकारल्याबद्दल तसेच ओंकार गोमासे  या विद्यार्थ्याने  सिक्कीम येथील लोकजीवनाचे  तैलचित्र काढल्याबद्दल
राज्यपालांनी त्यांचे  विशेष कौतुक के ले . विद्यापीठाच्या वृत्तविद्या व जनसंवाद विभागातर्फे  तयार करण्यात आलेला सिक्कीम
राज्यावरील माहितीपट 'सिक्कीम या पॅराडाईज ऑफ इं डिया' यावेळी दाखविण्यात आला.

राज्यपालांचे  सचिव डॉ प्रशांत नारनवरे  यांनी प्रास्ताविक व स्वागत के ले  तर अवर सचिव सुशील मोरे  यांनी आभार प्रदर्शन
के ले . 

कार्यक्रमाला शिवाजी विद्यापीठाचे  कु लगुरु प्रा. डॉ डी. टी शिर्के , प्रकु लगुरु पी एस पाटील, कु लसचिव डॉ व्ही एन शिंदे ,
व्यवस्थापन समितीचे  सदस्य तसेच विद्यापीठाच्या सांस्कृ तिक चमूचे  सदस्य उपस्थित होते . 

राज्यपालांच्या हस्ते  कार्यक्रमामध्ये  उत्कृ ष्ट कला सादरीकरण के ल्याबददल विद्यार्थ्यांचा सत्कार करण्यात आला.  



MAHARASHTRA RAJ BHAVAN 

CELEBRATES SIKKIM STATE FOUNDATION DAY

GOVERNOR APPEALS TO YOUTH TO 

MAKE THEIR NEIGHBOURHOOD 'PLASTIC FREE'

The 50  Anniversary of the State Foundation Day of Sikkim was celebrated at
Maharashtra Raj Bhavan Mumbai in presence of Maharashtra Governor and
Chancellor of State Universities C.P. Radhakrishnan on Fri (16 May). The
Sikkim State Foundation Day was organised as part of Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat initiative of Government of India.

th

The Sikkim State Foundation was organised by Maharashtra Raj Bhavan as part
of the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative of Government of India.  

Observing that plastic waste has littered the country from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari, the Governor called upon the youth to follow the example of
‘plastic free’ Sikkim State and keep their neighbourhood plastic free. 

The Governor applauded Sikkim for becoming the State with the least use of
plastic and for promoting organic farming.  

The Governor applauded the students Kuldeep Jathar and Shraddha Charatkar
for their beautiful rangoli of a Sikkim woman and patted Omkar Gomase for his
painting of the monuments and life of the Sikkimese people. 

The Cultural team of the University presented the Ghantu folk dance, Lepcha
folk song and Lepcha Folk Dance of Sikkim on the occasion. An audio visual
film showcasing the beauty, history and heritage of Sikkim made by the students
of the Media department of the University was also shown on the occasion. 

Secretary to the Governor Dr Prashant Narnaware delivered the welcome
address, while Under Secretary Sushil More proposed a vote of thanks. 

Vice Chancellor of Shivaji University Prof D. T. Shirke, Pro Vice Chancellor P
S Patil, Registrar Dr V N Shinde, members of the Management Council of the
University, students and members of the cultural team of the University were
present.

***





 EK BHARAT 
SHRESHTHA  BHARAT 

 MAHARASHTRA RAJ BHAVAN 

Concept & Script : Umesh Kashikar, PRO Raj Bhavan Design : Nagorao Rodewad. .


