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INTRODUCTION:

As part of the ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ initiative of Government of India,
Maharashtra Raj Bhavan has been celebrating the State Foundation Days and
Union Territory Foundation Days of various States and Union Territories in
India.

Under the guidance and leadership of the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra
Shri C P Radhakrishnan, the State Foundation Day of Sikkim (16 May) was
celebrated at Raj Bhavan Mumbai on 16 May 2025.

ORGANISERS:

The Sikkim State Foundation Day was organised by Maharashtra Raj Bhavan in
association with the Shivaji University, Kolhapur.

VENUE:

The programme was held at the historic Darbar Hall of Raj Bhavan

PRESENT:

Secretary to the Governor Dr Prashant Narnaware, Vice-Chancellor of Shivaji
University Prof Dr D T Shirke, Pro Vice Chancellor Dr P S Patil, members of
Management Council of the University, cultural coordinators, students of the
University, and teachers and staff and officers of Raj Bhavan were present.



DR. PRASHANT NARNAWARE, I.A.S.
Secretary to the Governor

The programme started with the Lighting of the Lamp followed by the
National Anthem and the State Song of Maharashtra ‘Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha,
Garja Maharashtra Majha’. The Governor witnessed a beautiful Rangoli drawn

by two students of the Shivaji University and a live painting on the architecture
of Sikkim by another student.

This was followed by the welcome speech by Dr Prashant Narnaware, Secretary
to the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra.

A short film capsule tited ‘“Two States are Born’ on the history and heritage of
Sikkim, made by the Media Department students of Shivaji University was
shown on the occasion. The stage was set for the cultural presentation by the
artists. Boys and Girl Students of the Shivaji University presented the State Song
of Sikkim. It was followed by the Ghantu dance of the Gurung Community and
Lepcha Song and Lepcha Dance of Sikkim on the occasion.

The Governor accompanied by the Vice Chancellor of Shivaji University Prof
D T Shirke and Secretary to the Governor Dr Prashant Narnaware were then
invited to the dais.

The Governor was felicitated by the Vice Chancellor of Shivaji University
following which the Governor felicitated the Vice Chancellor.

This was followed by the Address by the Hon’ble Governor:






ADDRESS BY

THE HON’BLE GOVERNOR

SHRI (.P.RADHAKRISHNAN

Hon'ble Governor of Maharashtra

Itouch and salute the holy feet of

Bharath Mata, the Most Powerful and
the Most merciful
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Dr. Prashant Narnaware, My Secretary
in the Raj Bhavan

0>

Prof. D. T. Shirke, Vice Chancellor,
Shivaji University, Kolhapur

Senior officers and members of the
faculty and cultural team from

Kolhapur
Dear Students and artists

Members of Raj Bhavan family


https://pmindiawebcast.nic.in/

POINTS:

* Tribute to PM Modiji for Op Sindoor

* Greetings on Sikkim State Foundation Day
* Commendation for Shivaji University

* Tribute to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
e Sikkim: A Jewel in the Lap of the Himalayas
* Sikkim’s Renewable Energy Achievements

* Promoting National Integration Through Tourism and Cultural Exchange

We are celebrating the Sikkim State
Maharashtra
without any fear because of the strong

Foundation Day in
message sent out by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji to

Pakistan.

With a single military operation
‘Sindoor’ launched by our bravest
armed forces, we silenced the enemy
country in no time. Because of the
unity of our country.

This celebration of the Sikkim State
Foundation Day as part of Ek Bharath
Shreshtha Bharath is the celebration of
the unity in diversity of our great
country, Mother Bharath.

I congratulate the students of Shivaji
University
presentation on the folk songs and
of Sikkim. You

transported us to Sikkim without

for  their  top-class

dance forms

actually going to Sikkim.

I convey my appreciation to Dr
Shirke, the Vice Chancellor and all
those who put up today’s cultural
presentation.

The University bears the name of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, one of
the
produced by
Mabharashtra.

and noblest

this

greatest Kings

great soil of

Dear friends

Sikkim is a land richly blessed by
nature. Nestled in the lap of the
Himalayas and nourished by the
Teesta River and its tributaries, it is
home to lakes, hot springs, snow-
capped peaks, ancient monasteries, and
courageous people.

The state is known for its biodiversity,
encompassing a wide variety of flora
and fauna across its diverse ecological
zones.

Under the visionary leadership of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister, significant
efforts
transform the State by improving the

are being undertaken to
human development indices across the
state, ensuring that the benefits of
growth and welfare reach every

citizen.



There is much that the rest of the
country can learn from Sikkim. Sikkim
generates the least amount of plastic
waste among all Indian states.

Sikkim has also pioneered organic
farming, setting a national benchmark
by becoming India’s first certified
organic state.

Through bold and forward-looking

policies - such as the banning of
plastics, chemical pesticides, and
synthetic fertilizers - Sikkim has

emerged as a torchbearer for eco-
friendly development.

It is also worth highlighting that
Sikkim is a power - surplus state and

the

generating energy from renewable

ranks second in country in
sources. This achievement reinforces

its reputation as a state deeply

committed to sustainable growth.

With renewed governmental focus on
sectors such as education, healthcare,
tourism and infrastructure - especially
roads - Sikkim is poised for even
greater  development,  promising
economic resilience and prosperity for

its people.

I call upon the people of Maharashtra
to visit Sikkim, experience its natural
beauty and warmth and interact with
1ts communities.

Likewise, I invite the people of Sikkim
to explore Maharashtra.

essential  to

Such

nurturing

exchanges
the

integration and mutual understanding.

are
spirit  of national
Tourism holds immense potential in
Sikkim. The state has made a uniqu
by

pilgrimage sites, architectural heritage

contribution preserving 1ts

and civilizational legacy. These efforts
offer

experience to travellers.

an enriching and soulful

Countries like Singapore and Thailand
attract millions of tourists annually. I
believe that if we strive collectively,
we can transform both Maharashtra
and Sikkim

tourism in India, thereby significantly

into model states for
boosting domestic and international
tourist inflows. We must care and
and

their

share for our fellow citizens
contribute to  boosting
economies. It will bring about the
emotional integration of the North

East with the rest of India.

Before I conclude, I would like to

my

appreciation to the students of Shivaji

once again express sincere
University for their graceful and
culturally rich performance. [ wish
each one of them great success in all

their future endeavors.
Dhanyavad !
Jai Hind ! Jai Bharat ! Jai
Maharashtra ! Jai Sikkim !!






FELICITATIONS:

The Governor felicitated the students and artists of the Shivaji University and
favoured group photographs to all. A student of the Shivaji University presented
his live painting of Sikkim to the Governor.

VOTE OF THANKS:

Shri Sushil More, Under Secretary to the Governor delivered the vote of thanks.
The programme concluded with the National Anthem. Refreshment was served
after the programme. The State Formation Day event of Sikkim was a grand
success.

PAST CELEBRATIONS:

This was the 20® State / UT Celebration organised by Maharashtra Raj Bhavan.

The Raj Bhavan had earlier organised the Sikkim State Formation Day on 16 May
2023, Goa Formation Day on 30 May, Telangana State Formation Day on 2 June,
West Bengal State Formation Day on 20T June 2023, the Jammu & Kashmir’ and
‘Ladakh’ Union Territory Formation Day on 31% October 2023. The State
Formation Day of Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab and Tamil Nadu and the
Union Territory Formation Day of Andaman & Nicobar, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Lakshadweep and Puducherry was celebrated on 1* November 2023. The State
Formation Day of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh was
celebrated separately, on the same day, 1 November 2023. The Uttarakhand State
Formation Day was celebrated at Raj Bhavan on 9" November 2023. The
Jharkhand State Formation Day was celebrated at Raj Bhavan on 15" November
2023. The Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura State Formation Day was celebrated on
21% January 2024, while UP State Formation Day was celebrated on 24 January.
There were no State or UT day celebrations on account of the Model Code of
Conduct first for Lok Sabha elections and thereafter for the State Assembly elections.
The State formation Day of Nagaland and Assam was held on 1* December 2024.
The State Formation Day of Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura was celebrated on
21* January 2025. The State Formation Day of Uttar Pradesh and the Union
Territories of Dadra Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu was held on 25 January 2025.
The State Foundation Day of Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram was held on 20™
February 2025. The State Foundation Day of Bihar was celebrated on 22 March
2025. The Rajasthan State Foundation Day was celebrated on 4™ April 2025. The
Himachal Pradesh State Foundation Day was celebrated on 21% April 2025. The
Maharashtra and Gujarat State Foundation Day was celebrated on 1* May 2025.
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E Press Release Issued by Raj Bhavan after the Sikkim State Foundation Day function on 16 May 2025

Tch 3HTed SIS ATed’ 3UshdAidIld fAabid T
AT fead TrAafdst A2 ATotel
IS URER Wfeedh Hh BevdT Jddbioft
Hb o erdl: ITUTe Hi Ut 2remepeora

TS HIHR UG FATGHRT T QY WIeeh w1 fagd &id 3Te. e 71 el gaitde st
THTUM ellfEeehdl 9T0R R0k d T B3l 3Te. & Y WeRIPEE 3a¥ 94 IsdiH! [RIuararat g
gaahi-l fhAT STUAT URER AT Herd 0Tl Hahed dhell aR o YT Tehal Yool el alad],
Y YiduTe TguTel qT Ty famdisid Gerudt dY Ut TeTeHsr Fit AT A2 .

oI AT Qo IT T TATAT qETUH fedd TSUUTel TUHW FieAT THE Ui HERTY ASTHa
Hag Rl (1S, ¢& ) HISRT HUATd AT, Fldesl d dield &ld.  'Th WRd 98 WRA' IUHATKIT
TSNS TSt faardisrean Teamat [ T SoHT & Srs #Ruard Al &ld. Qe
A UeRgd QaTd HUlEl e - Uifelfae S 9TuRrd 8d. Wi 7 e GuTel BRY HH
IS TGd. IS A Wik WO e ST Feftel wast ULl 5d Tl e 9% wiied 7eif
AUl ST, FTeT <el Q@ied el Uifeife] S Hed SATUTTd. HLAT THRAT Tl AR Hr TRUMH
glard Iran fauR el #ia e, a1 fdET faur wed gadhil wfeddr R wHt wirdr 9 dTee
UEATT gHT HTUSt fuerdt Fed Sredt it G Tsaurdi-t rdest el fHehm 9 3 Iwyd T
Tied fecerele Ul R <@ie FHHT el SATUUT Wt [Eeiciad STe ATal. T GUTae fahdtadt udH
qfiter Higd HRATd 3fTe. AT IH HIch{<T qob el o2l FeeTd e el 3Te g I i1 [ de
ITRYG T T ST HILHIR, TEATIC el T ST 9 ATdT 378 HATaTe TsguTeri-l ATdes] he.

AT &R 9 greds AT gaifes wied ehtd Fdrd. HH, WRAld Saadl -1¢dT, Tefdhed, aRE
o0 7 feet duer g & SdiTer 3ref wefes MUUT ST HE ekl STET AU ST Ard]
T hell. HYUT QAT AhiHLd AHed] TFITAT Wid-He Urfchea T mifgR-ay aid girelm &

13! fRrareit faemdiorea faemeatt e i Ja dig a weiia ouar aed feh Tsariia Sape
TIE HATIEH TSI et hiqehrdt aTg e,

fRarsht faemdiorean Fedia SR 9T IWed a1 et Aiebrean AT fahm Jefia qeui
g s GreRerege a89 AR M a7 faanegte ek Aol didsiiad ddies Flecdegd
TSI i fIR e et fagmdioran gafden 9 SHHar st TR HRudrd Al fdhm
AT Hifed e ' Tierehm a1 RISTdst At 2fear ATde! qrafauard Jire.

TYUTelTd G 3f Yerid A48 it UrEdrides d WM shel a¥ ¥ Afd gefter #1R Fi-t Sr yeef
Gl

FrichHTeT fRarst faemdiere werte . € . & f%, ygparre o v urdd, Faated 2 @ R,
R T 9 a9 faamdierean gigias T d 9e Ui 2.

AHUTCATAT B FRIFHHIHE IHE el TG hedTaeae [dareAfdl TehR FHuATd T,




MAHARASHTRA RAJ BHAVAN
CELEBRATES SIKKIM STATE FOUNDATION DAY

GOVERNOR APPEALS TO YOUTH TO
MAKE THEIR NEIGHBOURHOOD 'PLASTIC FREE'

The 50" Anniversary of the State Foundation Day of Sikkim was celebrated at
Maharashtra Raj Bhavan Mumbai in presence of Maharashtra Governor and
Chancellor of State Universities C.P. Radhakrishnan on Fri (16 May). The
Sikkim State Foundation Day was organised as part of Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat initiative of Government of India.

The Sikkim State Foundation was organised by Maharashtra Raj Bhavan as part
of the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative of Government of India.

Observing that plastic waste has littered the country from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari, the Governor called upon the youth to follow the example of
‘plastic free’ Sikkim State and keep their neighbourhood plastic free.

The Governor applauded Sikkim for becoming the State with the least use of

plastic and for promoting organic farming.

The Governor applauded the students Kuldeep Jathar and Shraddha Charatkar
for their beautiful rangoli of a Sikkim woman and patted Omkar Gomase for his

painting of the monuments and life of the Sikkimese people.

The Cultural team of the University presented the Ghantu folk dance, Lepcha
folk song and Lepcha Folk Dance of Sikkim on the occasion. An audio visual
film showcasing the beauty, history and heritage of Sikkim made by the students

of the Media department of the University was also shown on the occasion.

Secretary to the Governor Dr Prashant Narnaware delivered the welcome

address, while Under Secretary Sushil More proposed a vote of thanks.

Vice Chancellor of Shivaji University Prof D. T. Shirke, Pro Vice Chancellor P
S Patil, Registrar Dr V N Shinde, members of the Management Council of the
University, students and members of the cultural team of the University were

pI’CSCl’lt.
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MAHARASHTRA RAJ BHAVAN
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