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Sh. Ghanshyam Shukla, IFS
Member Secretary
Haryana State Biodiversity Board

PREFACE

I am delighted to present the Annual Report of Haryana State
Biodiversity Board (HSBB) for the year the year 2022-23. This Annual Report
provides a glimpse of the activities taken up for the implementation of the
Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Biological Diversity Rules, 2004 for
conserving State’s rich biodiversity.

The State of Haryana is rich in biodiversity, traditional knowledge
and culture. Many rare, endemic and endangered species of flora and fauna are
naturally thriving here. However, of late, the biodiversity of the State has become
vulnerable to factors like forest degradation, soil erosion, water pollution,
urbanization etc. If we could generate awareness among the key stakeholders, be
it the farmers, the business sector or the wider public, our efforts towards securing
biodiversity conservation would bear fruits.

The Haryana State Biodiversity Board has been constantly putting
efforts to create awareness amongst the people about the importance and the need
to protect and conserve the biological resources in the State and about the legal
provisions available to support their effort.

6435 People’s Biodiversity Register (PBRs) at Gram Panchayat,
Block, Municipal Committee/Corporation and Zila Parishad level had been
prepared during the year 2022-23. Technical Support Groups (TSGs) had been
tasked for preparation of 2% draft of PBRs by involving local Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs) vaids/hakims and other institutions,

I express my sincere thanks to Chairman, HSBB and other members
of the Board for their valuable guidance in carrying out the activities of the Board
and also in preparation of this report. I am thanktul to the officers and staff of the
Board for successfully carrying out various activities during the year.

(Ghanshyam Shukla, IFS)







Sh. Randeep Singh Jauhar
Chairman

Haryana State Biodiversity Board

FOREWORD

Haryana State Biodiversity Board (HSBB) has finalized Annual
Report for the year 2022-23. This Annual Report gives bird’s eye view on the
activitics of the HSBB during the year in pursuance of its mandate under the
Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

The State of Haryana is a land of diverse micro climates and soil
types that supports luxuriant growth of myriads of flora. Its different type of
forests provide safe haven for variety of fauna. The Shiwaliks and Aravalis are its
two biodiversity hotspots. More than 40% of bird species of the Indian Sub-
continent are found in the State. Factors like forest degradation, soil erosion,
water pollution. urbanization etc. have become serious threats to its natural
resources. Creating awareness among all the stakeholders 1s the first and foremost
step in safeguarding the valuable biodiversity from these threats.

HSBB has been striving to implement the provisions of the
Biological Diversity Act, 2002 to achieve the three objectives i.e Conservation of
Biodiversity. Sustainable utilization of bio-resources and ensuring a fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the bio-resources.

6435 People’s Biodiversity Register (PBRs) at various local bodies
level had been prepared till 31st March, 2023. Technical Support Groups (TSGs)
had been tasked for preparation of 2™ draft of PBRs by involving local
Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) vaids/hakims and other
institutions.

I express my grafitude to the National Biodiversity Authority for its
financial and technical assistance to the Board for carrying out its functions and
duties. I express my sincere thanks to the HSBB members for their valuable
guidance. I commend the officers and staff of the Board for successfully carrying
out various activities during the year.

(Randeep Singh Jauhar)







1. Introduction

1.1 Background

As we all know Biodiversity encompasses the variety & diversity of all life forms
on earth Such as plants, animals and microbes living in a wide range of ecosystems.
Biodiversity & its interlink forms the very basis of life on this planet. According to estimations,
there are about 13 to 14 million species of plants and animals living on our planet, out of
which only 1.75 million species have been data-based so far. Due to increasing population,
developmental pressures, inequitable and unsustainable utilization of bilo-resources, many
species of plants and animals are getting extinct every yvear. Fragmentation and degradation
of habitats pose threat to our own survival and well-being.

To address the grave 1ssue of loss of biodiversity and extinction of species, an Earth
Summit was held at Rio de Janeiro in Brazil in 1992 and a multilateral treaty named as
'Convention on Biological Diversity' was signed. 194 countries including India are signatory to
this treaty. To give effect to the said convention, the Indian Parliament enacted the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 effective from 5-02-2003.

India is a mega diverse country harbouring nearly 7-8% of all recorded species of
plants and animals on only 2.4% of the world's land area. India supports 16-17% of world's
population and equal percentage of world's livestock population. India is one of the 17 mega
bio diverse countries and it is known and recognized for its rich associated Traditional
Knowledge, where Biodiversity is predominantly managed by its local communities.

Haryana is situated in the northem part of India and has a geographical arca of 44,212
sq km which constitutes 1.34% of the geographical area of the country. Physio-graphically
Haryana falls in the Indo Gangetic plain although some of the areas fall in Shiwalik hills as well.
Climate of the State varies from moist sub- tropical in north bordering Himachal Pradesh to arid
in southern part bordering Rajasthan. The average annual rainfall varies from about 200 mm to
1.400 mm and the average annual temperature ranges between 1°C to 45°C. The Yamuna and the
Ghaggar are the important rivers of the State. The State has 22 districts. As perthe 2011




census, Haryana has a population of 2.53 crores accounting to 2.1% of India’s population, The
19thLivestock census 2012 has reported total livestock population of 88.2 Lakhs, Haryana is
primarily an agricultural State of India and 80% of the total geographical area is under
agriculture. The forests in Haryana belong to three Forest Tvpe Groups i.e. Tropical Dry
Deciduous Forest, Tropical Thorn Forest and Subtropical Pine Forests which are divided into
10 Forest Types. Although, the maximum portion of the geographical area consists of
agricultural fields, over a4 time, the State has achieved a unique status in the field of agroforestry
which has enabled the forest deficient State to support a large number of wood-based industries
based on farm-grown timber. Poplar and Eucalyptus are the major agroforestry species which
have become the main resource for improvement of livelihood offarmers in northern and central
parts of the State.Special emphasis has been given to Soil and Moisture Conservation works in
the hills to conserve water and deliver it to adjacent farmlands for increasing their productivity
and enhancing incomes. Herbal Parks have been developed in every district to bring people
closer to the natural ecosystem.Two National Parks, eight Wildlife Sanctuaries, two
Conservation Reserves and five Community Reserves constitute the Protected Area Network of
the State covering ().75% of its geographical area and about 20% of the total Forest area of the
State.As per India State of Forest Report, FSI, 2021, the Forest Cover in the State is
1603.00 sg. km which 1s 3.63% of the State's geographical area and the Tree Cover in the state
is 15635 sq. km which is 3.54% of the geographical area. Thus. the Forest and Tree Cover of the
Haryana state is 7.17% of its geographical area. The Aravallis and the Shiwaliks are its two
biodiversity hot spots. The State is endowed with rich biodiversity of bird species. Out of 1250
bird species found in Indian sub-continent, approx. 600 species are found in Haryana.

1.2 The Biological Diversity Act, 2002

The Act was promulgated to meet the objectives of UN-Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD). The Act provides a legal framework for conservation of biological diversity ol the
country, sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising
out of the use ol biological resources. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 envisages
decentralized biodiversitymanagement with Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) at
local level, State Biodiversity Boards/Union Territory Biodiversity Councils at State/UT Level
and National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) at National level.

1.3 The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA)

The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) was set up in the Year 2003 with its headquarters at
Chennai. The NBA 1is a statutory autonomous body which performs advisory function for the
Government of India.




1.4 Constitution of Haryana State Biodiversity Board (HSBB)

Haryana State Biodiversity Board (HISBB) was established as per the provisions of Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 to protect and preserve the biodiversity in the State. The ISBB was
established on 14th November, 2006 through a Gazette Notification under the Environment
Department. In 2016, the HSBB was transferred to the Forest Department. HSBB has been
reconstituted on 12th September, 2019. HSBB aims to achieve the objectives of the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002,i.e Conservation of Biological Diversity, Sustainable utilization of
biological resources and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits ansing out of the utilization
ofbiological resources.

Red-wattled lapw
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HARYANA GOVERNMENT
ENVIRONEMNT DEPARTMENT
Notificstion
The 14h November, 2006

Ne, 5,0, 1I06/C, A, IR200L5, 2272006 In cxercise of the powens conferred by sub-
section 11) of section 22 of the Diological Diversity Act, 2002 (Act 18 of 2003 ) the Governor of
Iaryans hereby appoints the date of publication of this potification in the Official Garetic. 1o be
the date from which Haryana Stsse Bicdiversity Tioard shall be esablished consisting of the
following members namcly - '

Eavironment Minnster, Government of Haryana ¥

Ex-Officie Members

Commussioner and Secrctary o Government,
Harysna, Envirooment Department
Fmancial Commissioner and Irincipal Scerctary o
Government, Haryana, Forest  /Wild  Life
Dipartnsent
Francial Commusnoncr and Principal Sccretary 1o
Governenent. Haryana, Agricubure Department
Financial Commissionsr and Principal Secretary w
Government, Haryana, Anmimal Mushandry and
Dasying Departrment

Noa Official Members

- D) L Dalal Yo De RS Dalal, Technical Advisor to Viee Chancellor, Chaoudhary
Charan Smgh |laryana Agncublture Umiversity, Hisar,

- Dr. DS Balainc Cio Dharma Pal, Deputy Director, Integrated Child Development Prosect.

Sh Gurmam Simgh. Indian Forest Service, 1l No 484-485, Sector-6, Panchiouls
- ShOR.C. Ingotra, Indian Forest Service, H No. 973, Sector-9, Panchiuls

- Dr. M Usha Mora Principal Scientist, Central Inland Capture Fisheries Rescarch
Institute, Dichind Session Cowt. Mal Road , Kamal

Term and Palace
I The head oiffice of the Board shall be at Chandigarh
2 mmumnrmmumummmuuamum
potification in the OMcial Gasotle
AR FULIYA,
Commissioner and Secretary 1o Government Hary s
Fovironmen Department




Hargana Gouernment Gazette
EXTRAORDINARY
Published by Authority

CHANDIGARH. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2013 (AGRAHAYANA 6, 1935 SAKA)
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" BARYANA GOVEANMENT
FORESTS & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
Notifleation
. The 12th September, 2019

No. 1593-Ft.-1-2019/13411.—In exercise of the powers and conferred by Seciton 22 of the Biological
Diiversity Act, 2002 (Ceniral Act 18 of 2003} and in continuabion af Haryzna Governm 'l Enviroadent Depariment,
notification No. 2/29/72013-1 Env., dased the 27th 2013, the Governor of Haryana! hereby to Te-cunstitute
the Haryana Biodiversity Bosrd consisting of the foll members and appoints 1o the date of publication i the
Official Gazette 16 be the appointed dzy for the purposes of sub-section (1), namely.—
Chairperson
. Aperson, appointed by the Government in lerms of Section 22 {4)a)ofthe Sh, Guishan Ahuja

Biological Diversity Act, 2002 '
Fx-officio Members

Principal Chiefl Conservator of Forests (HofF} Member

Thrector General, AYUSH Member

Director General, Agricolre Member

Director General, Animal Hustandry and Deiryiog Deparmment Member

Direclor Generai, Horticulture Member
Expert Members

Director, Foresi Research Institate, Dehraden or his nominee Member

n@m,wmmﬂmmm-«ﬁ:m Mener

Dﬁmm,mﬂmmhmmmxnmﬂurﬁsMﬂme Menther
Director, Mational Bureau furﬁmmnlﬂrmkmm:.l{ml of his pomines Member

ﬁnnﬂium:yﬂhﬂmﬂmnﬂufﬁdﬂﬂimlhhﬁpdﬁi:ffnmmm& Member Secretary
Foresis fon Deputanon hasis from Forest Department).
Headguarters of the Board
The Head Office of the Board shall be at such plece ss may be dirccted by the Government and, till such time
25 i1 bas not been directed 1o be otherwise, its Headquariers shalt be at Pancitiuls.

ALOK NIGAM,

Chandigarh: Additional Chief Sevretary to Government of Haryana,
The Tth Auguse, 2019. Forests & Wildhfe Department.
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Functions of HSBB

The functions of HSBB are to:

Advise the State Government, subject to any guidelines issued by the Central
Government, on matters relating to the conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of
ils components and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of

hiological resources:

Regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise requests for commercial utilization or
bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological resource by Indians;

Perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this
Act or as may be prescribed by the State Government:

Haryana State Biodiversity Rules are under consideration of the State Government for
notification. The functions of HSBB as proposed in these Rules are as below: -

Facilitate updation and implementation of State Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan;
Commission studies and sponsor investigation and research;

Collect, compile and publish technical and statistical data, manuals, codes and guides
relating to conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of its components and fair and

equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of biological resources:

Recommend creation of posts and mode of recruitment of such posts to the State
Government for effective discharge of the functions by the Board;

Prepare annual budget of the Board incorporating its own receipts as also devolution
from the Central and State Government and NBA:

Report to the State Government and the NBA about the functioning of the Board and
implementation of the Act;

Recommend, prescribe, modify, and collect fees of biological resources from time to time;

Sanction grant-in-aid and grants to the BMCs for the specific purposes;

Undertake physical inspection of any area within its jurisdiction in connection with the
implementation of the Act,
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Organize through mass media a comprehensive programme regarding conservation of
biodiversity, sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of benefits
arising out of the use of biological resources;

Plan and organize training of personnel engaged or likely to be engaged in programmes
for the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable use of its components:

Take steps to build up database and to create information and documentation system for

biological resources and associated traditional knowledge through biodiversity registers
and electronic data bases to ensure effective management, promotion and sustainable uses;

Co-ordinate the activities of the Biodiversity Management Committec and
Strive to integrate biodiversity and biodiversity dependent livelihoods into all sectors

of planning from local to State, to enable such sectors and administrative levels to
contribute effectively for conservation and sustainable use.




2. Composition of the Board and Staff

2.1 Organization Structure
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2.2  Details of Board Members

The HSBB was reconstituted by the State Government vide Notification dated
12.09.2019 as under: -

Sr. No.

Name & Designation

Post

Mr. G. K. Ahuja, IFS, PCCF (Retd.)

Chairman

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF)

Member

Director General, AYUSH Dept.

Member

Director General, Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare Dept.

Member

Director General, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying Dept.

Member

Director General. Horticulture Dept.

Member

Director, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun
or 1ts nominee

Member

Director, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun
or its nominee

Member

Director, National Bureau for Plant Genetic
Resources, New Delhi or its nominee

Member

Director, National Burean for Animal Genetic
Resources, Karnal or its nominee

Member

An IFS Officer of Rank not below
APCCF/PCCF

Member Secretary




3. Staff Strength of the Board During 2022-23

3.1 Permanent staff

Sr. No. Designation Sanctioned

1. Chariman |
Sh. Vineet Kumar Garg, IFS
(01.02.2021 to 25.10.2022)
Chariman

Sh. Pankaj Goel, TFS

(w.e.f 26.10.2022)
Member Secretary

Sh. Ghanshyam Shukla, IFS
w.e.f 17.09.2021

3.2 Temporary / Contractual Staff / on Deputation

The following staff was continued/ engaged on contract through outsourcing policy of the
government:

Sr. No. Designation Engaged Working

Secientific Ofticers 2 2

Technical Experts (Zoology and 2 2
Botany)

Education & Awareness Officer
Superintendent

Clerks

District Coordinators

Regional Coordinators

Driver

Peons/ Chowkidar/Sweeper

Sh. Sunil Kumar, Clerk joined HSBB on deputation from Haryana Forest Development
Corporation (HFDC) from October, 2020 to 18.12,2022,




4. Meetings Conducted

4.1 Board Meeting

Two Board meetings were conducted during the year 2022-23:

"

9" Meeting was held on 30.05.2022 under the Chairmanship of Sh. Vineet Kumar Garg, IFS,

Chairman, Haryana State Biodiversity Board in the Committee Room of HSBB, Panchkula in
hybrid mode.

10" Meeting was held on 02,09.2022 under the Chairmanship of Sh. Vineet Kumar Garg, IFS,

Chairman. Haryana State Biodiversity Board in the Committee Room of HSBB. Panchkula in
hybrid mode.
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4.2.

Review Meetings of State Level PBR Quality Monitoring Committee
(SLPBRQMC)

Total 6 Review Meetings (2 internal and 4 meetings with TSGs) of State Level PBR
Quality Monitoring Committee were held under the Chairmanship of Dr. G.V. Reddy.IFS
(Retd.), Chairman, SLPBRQMC to review the progress of preparation of PBRs. The
SLPBROMC have also visited few districts to assess the quality of PBRs being prepared
by the TSGs.




Review Meetings of HSBB with TSGs

Review Meetings with Technical Support Groups (TSGs) were held under the Chairmanship

of Sh, Vineet Kumar Garg, |FS, Chairman, HSBB to review the progress of PBR preparation,

Training imparted to BMCs and opening of Bank Accounts of BMCs and other related issues

during the year 2022-23.

Meeting with Everain Global Services Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi




Meeting with Maaty Biodiversity Conservation and Societal Research Organization,
Dehradun

Ltd. New Delhi

TDU, Bangalore (Karnataka)




5. Celebration of Events

5.1 Celebration of Earth Day

Biodiversity Awareness workshop was
organized by Haryana State Biodiversity
Board and Biodiversity Management
Committee, Gusaiana, Block- Nathusari
Chopta, District-Sirsa on the occasion of

"International Earth Day"- 2022, As part of the

program, an Awareness Rally was taken out by
the students of the local school and during the
workshop, a competition for designing a "bird
feeder" was organized by the various eco clubs formed at the school level in the exhibition. In
the exhibition, various herbs were exhibited by the Vaidyaji. who possesses local traditional

knowledge and various types items were displayed by Self Help Groups.

The Chief Guest in the programme was Mr. Vineet Kumar Garg (IFS) Chairman,
Haryana State Biodiversity Board. Mr. Vinod Kumar Bishnoi-Chairman, Biodiversity
Management Committee Gusaina and Mr. O. P. Bishnoi-Secretary, Bishnoir Mahasabha,
Sirsa were also present, A cultural event was organized by the students of the school
during the program, Mr. Vineet Kumar Garg deliberated before the people about the
status and importance of biodiversity in the State of Harvana. The Education and
Awareness Officer, Haryana State Biodiversity Board explained the crisis on biodiversity
and its conservation methods. Dr. Ved Prakash of the Technical Support Group gave
detailed information about the People's Biodiversity Register and Biodiversity
Management Committee. More than 150 people from 20 Biodiversity Management
Committees of Nathusari Chopta Block participated in the program. At the end of the
program representatives of Biodiversity Management Committees, local environment

lovers and school children were honored with mementos and certificates,




A Biodiversity Awareness program was also organized on Earth Day at Hindu Girls College,
Sonipat. The program started a day earlier by launching the signature campaign run by Divisional
Forest Officer Dr. Rajesh Kumar Vats for the conservation of biodiversity. In this program,
competitions like Poster Making, Rangoli, Slogan Writing and Best Out of Waste were organized
in which college girls students participated enthusiastically. Sh. Gurmeet Singh, Scientific Officer,
HSBB, Dr Rakesh Kumar, Horticulture Officer Sonipat, Regional Coordinator, Gurugram, District
Coordinators Panipat and Sonipat and Assistant Professors of the college played important role in
the jury during competitions. Great Enthusiasm was visible among the students who took part in
various events. On Earth Day, Dr. Rakesh Kumar called upon all the students and college staff to

play effective important role in saving the earth. On this occasion, Sh. Gurmeet Singh honored the

winning children by giving mementos on behall of the HSBB. Dr. Neeta Mittal, Principal of
Hindu Mahila Mahavidyalaya expressed gratitude for this commendable work of Haryana
Biodiversity Board and assured to keep on organizing such events in future.




Haryana State Biodiversity Board's Scientific Officer, Regional Coordinator (West). District
Coordinator. Sirsa and the entire team of Technical Support Group "Maaty" contributed in
running the program smoothly.




In addition, a 5 Member delegation (including Chairman, one Scientific Officer and 3 BMC
Members of Gusalana, Sirsa district) from Haryana attended National level function of
International Day for Biological Diversity-2022 at Chennai on 22.05,2022. An Exhibition on the
theme of “Biodiversity, Nutritional Security and Human Well-being™ was held at Chennat on this

occasion by HSBB which was appreciated by all.




5.2 Celebration of International Day for Biological
Diversity -2022

The International Day for Biological Diversity-2022 was celebrated in the State with great
enthusiasm on 22 May, 2022, This year's theme was “Building a shared future for all life”,
The theme emphasized hope, solidarity and the importance of working together at all levels for
all to build a future for all life in harmony with nature. The year 2022 is a year of building capacity,
opportunity and safe future. As the world is recovering from third wave of COVID-19 pandemic,
the Global Community is required to re-examine its relationship with nature. By and large the
humanity has come to realize that despite all out technological advances, we are completely
dependent on healthy and vibrant ecosystems for our health, water, food. medicines etc. Post
pandemic, we need to resolve to 'build back better’ our relationship with nature more than ever
and bend the curve of Biodiversity loss for the benefit of humans and all life forms on earth.
Haryana State Biodiversity Board celebrated the International Day for Biological Diversity, 2022
by conducting online competitions viz: Essay Competition, Quiz Competition, Painting
Competition and Photography Competitions through advertisement in newspapers, Overwhelming
response was received from the participants from all across the State and UT Chandigarh. The
result of various competitions was declared on 17.05.2022. State level function on International
Day for Biological Diversity-2022 was held at Pinjore, district Panchkula on 22.05.2022, All the
Award Winners were invited to attend the Biodiversity Conservation Awareness Camp &
International Day for Biological Diversity Day-2022 at Pinjore on 21.05.2022. All the participants
were taken to Herbal Park., Mallah and Vulture Conservation & Breeding Centre, Pinjore to make
all the participants aware about Biodiversity Conservation. The Certificates and Mementos were
presented to all the Award Winners by the Chief Guest. The amount of Cash Prizes of Rs.5000 for
First prize, Rs.4000 for 2 prize and Rs.3000/- for 3" prize was transferred into the Bank Accounts
of Award Winners of the competitions of all events. The IDB-2022 was also celebrated at Rohtak,
Bhiwani, Jind and Nuh districts of the State. Message of Hon'ble Forest & Wildlife Minister and
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Haryana on the occasion of IDB-2022 was sent to Director General,
Information, Language & Public Relations vide this office letter No. 254 dated 17.05.2022 for

publishing the same in leading Hindi and English newspapers.
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Feorest Complex, Pinjore




Hon'ble Minister of Environment & Forests, Sh. Bhupender Yadav in
Stall of HSBB during IDB 2022 ar Chennai




IDB Celebration at Ch. Bansi Lal University, Bhiwani on 23.05.2022
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5.3 Asian Water Bird Census 2023:

The Haryana State Biodiversity Board successfully conducted a one-day session for Asian waterbirds
census at Hathnikund Barrage, Yamunanagar on 20.01.2023 i collaboration with Haryana Forest and
Wildlife Department, Local BMCs. Wetland International and Bombay Natural History Society.
During the field session all the officials and participants were divided into three different groups for AWC.

The field session documented 24 waterbird species as given in table below:

Statistics of AWC
Count-2023

Name of species

Individuals number (Bird)

Group
1

Group
2

Group
3

Little cormorant Phalacrocorax niger

2

7

Little egret Egretta garzetta

2

u

Bar headed geese Anser indicus

98

0

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea

173

50

Great egret Ardea alba

1

0

Black kite Milvus migrans

3

0

Common pochard Avthya ferina

Black headed gull Larus ridibundus

River tern Sternag aurantia

Green sandpiper Tringa ochropus

1
2
s
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fand -~ RE-J1-11 K 78 BN PR S ]

Spot billed Duck 4Anas peecilorhyncha

=
[ ]

Bar headed Geese Anser indicus

(=
ud

Graylag goose Anser anser

=t
=

Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

—t
L

Pallas’s gull Larus ichtyaetus

=t
=21

River lapwing Vanellus duvaucelii

==
|

Common coot Fulica atra

f—
o0

Plain martin Riparia peludicola

_—
=]

Common sandpiper Actitis
hypoleucos

Ferruginous duck Aythva nyroca

Red crested pochard Nefta rufina

White breasted Kingfisher Halcyon
SHYIRensis

White wagtail Motacilla alba

Little stint Calidris minuia

Total




Site Form

State Haryana

Name of site Hathnikund barrage

X New site

vame of parent site (if your count site is part | Yamuna river
a larger site)

District Yamunanagar

Nearest large town/city Pratapnagar and Paonta Sahib(HP)

Protection
government [ wradition [ private [ unprofected
[ the site is inside a

rotected areaType of
rotected area

X wildlife sanctuary Clother (esz)

Name of protected area(s): KALESAR WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY AND ITS ESZ

iodiversity Area (IBA): (enter the name

Eamc of Important Bird Area and
f the IBA it known)

cimal degrees lat 30.316367° n Lat: 30 deg 18 min 58.92 seconds n
ecimal degrees long 77.585401° ¢ Long: 77 deg 35 min 07.45 seconds e

E:nrdinat' Coordinates

ite charaeteristics
SOURCE OF WATER E River/stream

Wetland type
barrages & grassland or agriculiural land
rivers, canals, B4 freshwater marshes

Salinity of the wetland fresh

Area : 3.90 sq km Altitude (metres above sca level): 332 metre | Maximum depth
(m):6-10metres

Flood start (month): Flood end (month):

Permanence permanent

Visit information

Date (20/01/2023) Start time 09:00 AM End time 01:00 PM

Method
BFoot or vehicle and used telescope

Visit coverage Disturbance of birds during count (Provides an indication of
Excellent, 75-99% whetherdisturbance of the birds may have affected your
counts, e.qg. Were there any fishermen or hunters causing any

disturbance). & No effect




Visit condition of the wetland

Water level & wet Ice (relevant to northern latitudes)

Tidal condition Weather (Negative effects of weather conditions (wind, rain, fog)
on counts) Moderate effect

Vegetation cover Vegetation type (main types of vegetation present in the wetland)
(What percentage of Growing on bank (Shrubs, Reeds)
the wetland is covered
with floating or
emergent water
plants)

B None

Uses and threats to the wetland
(record here main human uses that are ongoing within and immediately around the
wetland during your visit)

Main uses of the wetland

Fishing X Not Agriculture around wetland [ Not recorded
recorded

Cattle grazing Other uses (Situation observed during the visit: simply describe)
Not recorded

Likely threats to the wetland (Record here obvious threats you can see during your visit.
These help to track changes between visits and can serve as an alert for conservation
action. If the threat is not given in the options below, describe it in the box below)

Development plans to site

Are you aware of any development plans at or around the site (e.g. Reclamation of a part
of or the whole wetland, road construction around or through the wetland, construction of
buildings, canal construction, construction of power lines around or through the wetland,
construction of wind farms around the wetland)

Development plans to site

Other likely threats to the wetland (Describe here. If you have web links to articles or
newspaper reports, include these)

Likely threats to waterbirds
(record here main human threats that are ongoing within and immediately around the
wetland during your visit)

Hunting/trapping of birds Disturbance by Domestic dogs
&l Not recorded & Not recorded

Other Likely Threats to the Waterbirds




MAP: Outline map of wetland count unit {limit of the area covered by the count) with important geographical
features (cities, roads, rivers, hills included), Please enclose a copy of map.
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Team for AWC

Team conducting AWC under leadership of Dr. Rajiv Kalsi




The landscape of Hathnikund Barrage




5.4. Celebration of World Environment Day:

Biodiversity Conservation Awareness Programmes were conducted on the occasion of World
Environment Day at Rohtak, Kurukshetra, Panipat, Kaithal and Rewart districts.

World Environment Day celebrated at Kurukshetra on 01.06.2022




World Environment Day celebrated at Kaithal on 03-04.06.2022




River lapwing Ruddy Shelduck

Pallas's gull Ruddy Shelduck




World Environment Day celebrated at Panipat on 04 & 06.06.2022
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World Environment Day celebrated ar Rewari on 07-08.06.2022
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5. State Level Wildlife Week function:

State Level Wildlife Week function was celebrated on 06.10.2022 at Government College,
Chhachhrouli , Yamuna Nagar. Shrn Kanwarpal j1, Education & Forest Minister, Haryana Govt,
was the Chief Guest. Sh. Vineet Kumar Garg, IFS, PCCF Wildlife & Chief Wildhfe Warden.
Haryana welcomed the Chief Guest & other dignitaries attending the function. Sh. Jagdish Chander
IFS, PCCF (HoFF) highlighted about the importance of wildlife protection. The Chief Guest
exhorted the audience to protect all lives including wildlife & explained in detail about the
importance of celebration of Wildlife Week. About 1200 persons including College students,
representatives of 38 Biodiversity Management Committees of Yamunanagar district, Officers
of forest and wildlife department. officers of Yamunanagar district & villagers from nearby areas
participated in the function. An Exhibition on the theme of importance of wildlife protection was
also held on the occasion. Students who stood 1%, 2% & 3™ in Eco quiz & Painting Competitions
were awarded with Certificates and mementos.







5.6 World Sparrow Day:

World Sparrow Day was celebrated on 20.03.2023 by BMC Gussaiana at JCD College
of Education with great enthusiasm with the help of TSG (Maaty), District Forest Officer-
Sirsa, BMC members and villagers. Sh. Ghanshyam Shukla, 1FS, Member Secretary,
HSBB was the Chief Guest. The programme contained various events like painting
competition, speech and other cultural activities. About 15 BMCs attended the event and
vowed to conserve biodiversity in particular region.
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6. Awareness & Training Programmes/ Field Visits

6.1 Interaction with BMCs of Faridabad Block by Chairman, HSBB:

Detail discussions were held on 01.04.2022 among BMC members & villagers of Kot,
Pawta Mohbtabad & Gothda Mohbtabad Gram Panchayats of Faridabad Block in Faridabad
district and Sh. Vineet Kumar Garg, IFS, Chairman, HSBB. Representatives of Everain Global
Services Pvt. Lid. (TSG) and Mrs. Rupali Rai, District Coordinator, HSBB participated.
Importance of Biodiversity Conservation, its threats, roles & responsibility of

BMCs, preparation of People's Biodiversity Registers etc. were discussed in the meeting.




6.2 Technical Experts Orientation at HSBB and Kedarpur BMC Field Visit:

On 19"-20", April 2022, the training program of the

newly selected technical team was organized by the
Haryana State Biodiversity Board, During the program,
the trainees were briefed on biodiversity and various
aspects related to it under the guidance of Chairman Sh.
Vineet Kumar Garg, IFS. As part of the program,

Awareness Programs and Field Visits were also organized

in Biodiversity Management Committee Kedarpur,

Panchayat Samiti, Pinjore, District, Panchkula.

In the training program. Sh. Vineet Kumar Garg, 1FS,

Chairman Sh. Ghanshyam Shukla, IFS, Member Secretary, Sh. Gurmeel Singh and Sh. Prakash
Mehta Scientific Officers, HSBB shared their experiences.




6.3. Exhibition at Krishi Mela (Kharif) at Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural University (CCSHAU), Hisar:

A two days Krishi Mela was organized by CCS Haryana Agriculture University, Hisar on
13-14.09.2022. HSBB had put up an Exhibition on the theme of Biodiversity Conservation in this
Mela in order Lo make students, farmers & general public aware about the functioning of HSBB
and Roles and Responsibilities of Biodiversity Management Committees. Around 700 students
/farmers/ eminent personalities/ field specialists visited the Exhibition. Team HSBB explained in
brief about the functioning of the Board to the visitors. Publicity material was also provided to
them. Dr. Vikram Delu, Technical Expert, Zoology, Sh. Umed Singh. Regional Coordinator and
Mrs. Mamta Siwach, Distinet Coordinator, HSBB attended the guests and the participants,
The Experts of different scientific domains including Dr. Samunder Singh, Member, SLPBROQMC,
Dr. 8.5, Yadav, Prof. Entomology, HAU, Dr. Dharamvir Malik, Associate Prof. Zoology, HALU,
Dr. Ravikant, Assistant Prof. Zoology, HAU, Dr. Kanishth Batra, Scientist, LUVAS, Dr. Mahavir
Bishnoi, SRF, Plant Genetics Department, HAU, Dr. Ajay Jangra, Assistant Scientist, Microbiology,
HAL, Dr, Kuldeep, Assistant Scientist, Entomology. HAU, Dr. Pawan Poonia, Scientist, Forestry
HAU visited the Exhibition and appreciated the efforts of HSBB in creating awareness about

Biodiversity Conservation among the masses.




6.4. "Training from 10-12 September 2022 on “Capacity Building in
Taxonomy and Systematics for Students of Life Sciences and Biodiversity
Conservation Awareness Programme for BMCs” in collaboration with
1.G.U, Rewari & Forest Dept. Rewarti:

The Haryana State Biodiversity Board successfully organized three days Training from 10" to
12" September, 2022 on “Capacity Building in Taxonomy and Systematics for Students of Life
Sciences and Biodiversity Conservation Awareness Programme for BMCs” in collaboration with
L.G.U, Rewari & Forest Dept. Rewari. On the final day of the programme, a total of 75 Participants
(students of Botany, Zoology, EVS (50), Resource Persons (10), Forest officials (BMC members
of Rajgarh Gram Panchayat (7) participated in the ficld exercise. The Training activity started from
Rajgarh and Takdi GP area where students were briefed about the different taxonomical groups of

plants and animals present in the area. The field training included collection strategies,




different wild life census methods and different ways to document and identify local Biodiversity. In this
regard, around 60 plant species were 1dentified and collected by the students for Herbarium preparation
with the help of experts. After field training an interactive session was also organized with BMC members

of Rajgarh to sensitize them about Biodiversity conservation Awareness, importance of PBR and also

discussed about the traditional knowledge pertaining to local biodiversity, The students and BMC

members were distributed with certificates and Awareness materials. The field training had participation
of Honorable Prof. (Dr.) J. P. Yadav (V.C., LG.U, Meerpur), Dr. Arun Kumar Khuswaha (Sr. Scientist,
Patanjali Research Institute), Sh. Sundar Lal (D.F.O, Rewari), Prof. (Dr.) N. K. Yadav (Head Dept. of
Botany). Sh. Amrender Singh Rao (Regional Coordinator Gurugram., HSBB), Sh. Deepak (District
Coordinator Rewari, HSBB) and Sh. Uma Shankar (NH consulting Pvt. Ltd. ). Faculty members of Botany,
Zoology and Environmental Sciences of 1L.G.U were also present and guided students m different aspects

of Taxonomy, Ecology and Omithology,




6.5. Awareness Programme at Hisar:

An awareness programme was organized by Lion's Club, Hisar in collaboration with Haryana
State Biodiversity Board on 06.07.2022 at the premises of Government Girls High school.
Dhansukh. Sh. Umed Singh (Regional coordinator, HSBB), Sh, Suresh Kumar, Sh. Visnu and
Ms. Bhartt Arora, District Coordinators, HSBB were invited as guests by the Club. Dr. Parveen
Gill (Project officer, LUVAS) also attended the campaign as a special guest. The team HSBB
Hisar shared the ideology and working mechanism on conservation of biodiversity. Tree
plantation was carried and publicity material was also provided to the students and representatives
of school and the Club by HSBB. The Board representatives were also honoured by the Club.

On this occasion, everyone vowed to protect the environment.




6.6. Training and capacity building Programs of BMCs for updation/ quality
improvement of PBRs, Biodiversity Conservation & Awareness

The Haryana State Biodiversity Board has designed a Training Schedule in such a way that it
covers all development blocks, A date wise schedule is prepared im advance. A one day exhaustive
camp is organized wherein all BMCs of concerned block participate.

'
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Training Programme organized at Ambala District on 05.05.2022

Training Programme organized at Kurukshetra District on 10.05,2022
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Training Programme organized at Panchkula District on 11.05.2022

Training Prugramme organized at Karnal on I 7 ﬁﬁ.?ﬂi?




Training Programme organized at Rolitak District on 23.06.2022
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Training Programme organized at Jind District on 24.06.2022




Training Programme organized at Faridabad District on (08.08.2022
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Training Programme organized at Mahendergarh District on 16.08.2022
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raining Programme organized ar Yamunanagar




N

s i AN

e organized at Fatehabad District on 14.07.2022

Training Programme organized at Hisar District on 15.07.2022
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Training Programme organized at Kaithal District on 21.09,2022
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Training Programme organized at Roltak District on 28.03.2023




7. Peer To Peer Learning Exchange Visits

7.1 Visit to Goa State Biodiversity Board:

Four members team included officers Sh. Vineet Kumar Garg, IFS, Chairperson, Sh. Ghanshyam Shukla,
IFS. Member Secretary, Sh. Gurmeet Singh, HFS (Retd.) and Sh. Prakash Mehta, Scientific Officers of
Haryana State Biodiversity Board visited Goa State on 12" to 16" September, 2022 under Peer-to-Peer
Learning scheme sponsored by National Biodiversity Authority with an objective to have interaction with
Experts/ Conservers/ Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs)/ Officers of Goa State Biodiversity
Board and to explore the possibility of replicating some good Biodiversity Conservation Practices of that

State in Haryana.

Visit to Goa State Biodiversity Board




7.2 Visit to Gujarat Biodiversity Board:

Four members team included officers Sh. Vineet Kumar Garg, IFS, Chairperson, Sh. Gurmeet
Singh, HFS (Retd.), Sh. Prakash Mehta, Scientific Officers and Dr. Vikaram Delu, Technical Expert
(Zoology) of Haryana State Biodiversity Board visited Gujarat State on 7" to 11" October, 2022

under Peer-to-Peer Learning scheme sponsored by National Biodiversity Authonty with an
objective to have mteraction with Experts/ Conservers/ Biodiversity Management Committees
(BMCs)/ Officers of Gujarat State Biodiversity Board and to explore the possibility of replicating

some good Biodiversity Conservation Practices of that State in Haryana.

Gujarat State Biodiversity Board




8. Publications - Booklets/Pamphlets

8.1 Booklets

(a). Booklet on “Guidelines for constitution of Biodiversity Management Committees™

A Booklet titled “Guidelines for constitution of Biodiversity Management Committees” was
previously got printed in Hindi during the year 2020-21. This booklet was revised and got
re-printed during the year. This booklet contains the guidelines for Constitution of Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs). their functions, duties, Conservation of Biodiversity,
Importance of PBRs, Meetings, Members ete. This booklet is very useful for BMCs to make

them understand the importance of biodiversity.
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(b) Annual Report 2021-22
The accounts of HSBB for the year 2021-22 were got audited from M's Jolly Associates,
Chartered Accountants. Annual report for this vear was compiled and got printed in the form of a
booklet and it was sent to NBA. Chairmen/Member Secretaries of SBBs and UTBCs, Government

of India and Government of Haryana. officers of Forest Department, TSGs, District Coordinators,

HSBB etc.

ANNUAL REPO
2021-22

8.2. Pamphlets

Pamphlets on introduction to 'Biodiversity Conservation and functions of HSBB',
'‘Biodiversity Heritage Sites' and 'Guidelines on Access to Biological Resources and Associated
Knowledge and Benefit Sharing' were got published in English and Hindi. Pamphlets were got
printed for wider distribution among Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs). General

Public, Students etc.




Hargana Stats Bicdiversity Bosrd, Panchkula

Guidelines on Access to
Biological Resources and
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9. Constitution of Biodiversity Management Committees (BMV(H)
A total of 6435 BMCs have been constituted in the State.

The details of the BMCs constituted at various local bodies level are as below; -

Local BodyNo. of BMCs constitutedZila Parishad Level2 | Municipal Committee/Corporation
Level 85Block Level 125Gram Panchayat Level 6204Total6o435

Local Body No. of BMCs constituted
Zila Parishad Level 21
Municipal Committee/Corporation Level 85
Block Level 125
Gram Panchayat Level 6204
Total 6435

HSBB has constituted 6435 BMCs. One BMC namely Lakhan Majra Block in Rohtak district
could not be constituted due to court case, BMC of Charkhi Dadri district could also not be
constituted as Charkhi Dadri district is part of Bhiwani Zila Parishad.

10. Preparation of People's Biodiversity Registers (PBRs)

In Haryana, 6435 People's Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) at the Block, Zila Parishad,
Municipal Committee/Corporation and Gram Panchayat level have been prepared with the help
of Technical Support Groups (TSGs) during 2022-23, The final draft of PBRs is in progress.



11. Biodiversity Heritage Sites
As per Section 37 of Biological Diversity Act, 2002, State Biodiversity Boards are required to
identify unique, ecologically fragile ecosystems, having rich biodiversity with or without a long
history of human association with them. HSBB has started the process to identify such rich

biodiversity heritage sites in the State. The discussions with concern Gram Panchayats is going
on Lo seems its consent.

12. Access Benefit Sharing

HSBB had engaged Technical Support Groups (TS5Gs) for Awareness Generation and Training
to BMCs on Conservation of Biodiversity and Access Benefit Sharing. An amount of Rs, 5,72,841/-
has been received from NBA as ABS during the year 2022-23. Rs. 85,500/~ has been disbursed
to the claimers as per the direction of NBA.




13. Financial Achievements

13.1 Budget and Expenditure

An expenditure of Rs. 744.70 Lakhs (719.38 lakhs State + 25.32 Lakhs NBA) has been incurred
during the year 2022-23 against total funds of Rs. 1036.72 Lakhs (Rs. 974.35 lakhs State Rs. 62.37 lakhs
NBA) including the opening balance, grants received during the year and the bank interest.

13.2 Balance Sheet
Balance Sheet for the Financial Year 2022-23 is attached.

Haryana State Biodiversity Board
Batance Sheet ason 31.03.2023

Liabifities Amount (As]  Amount [Rs)  Assets

HESTRVES B SUAPLUS
Graeral Reserve:
Less- Faren inceene Over Expandin 15,179.00 550005

Cagityl Reserve Batanie with Banis
et Timed Assets Pusihigsed during -B13,048.00 ~HIOPE Marik (SO1000724 789200
N Deeprarinteom ton e year {GE7 BE3LEN +58) (FTT1I3 5]
Less Depredation fof P pears (1457 578.000 121571440

CUMRENMT LLAWILITHS LANS B ADVANCES
Unikres Eopat TO5 pald o Adwvange
Lrarz Goeprament Grand T, 407, 140 Hank Charges Recoverable
W24 Gy 3, 705,152.00 15,004.451.40

NOTES ON ACCOUNTS
(A% par Schedule-4 Attachad)
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Haryana State Blodiversity Board
Incom & Exponditure Account for the year ended 31.03.2023
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HARYANA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD - FY 2022-23
Reconciliation of Grant Balance with Bank Balance

Grant Balance as per Balance Sheet

State Grant In Ald [Environment [ General)

25,497,281.40

NBEA Fund [BMC Creation)

1,841,039.00

NEA Fund (Access Benefit Sharing]

496,062.00

NBA Fund (108 2021 Celebration)

7,600.00

NHA Fund [Dutsourdng/Contiact)

4,854.00

NEA Fund (Peer 1o Peer Learning)

307,605.00

NBA Fund (Special Companent)

BA2,834.00

NBA Fund [Developing of Website & Maintenance)

157,666.00

NEBA Fund [Preparation/Updationfimpravament of PAR)

7.492.00

Total Grant as per Tally

Add ; Reserve & Surplus
Less @ Advance TDS paid
Less - Bank Charges Recoverable

29,202,433.40

25,522.00
(818.00)
(177.00)

Duﬂ\'ullhnkﬂghnnu

29,226,960.40

Bank Batance as per Balance Sheet

29,226,960.40

Differonce
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b NOTES DN ACCOUNTS

Contingent Rabilities (not provided for In the books of Accounts)
As an 31st March 2023 As on 3151 March 2022

. (As certified by the management) (As certified by the management)

As NIL Rs NIL

In the opinlon of the management, "Current Assets”, "Loans & Advances” are approximately of the
value stated in the Balance Sheet, f, reallzed In thie ordinary course of business and to the best of
thelr knowledge, provisions for all knawn lakilities have been made.

Amaunt recoverbale of Rs, 2,18,034 from T5G {Wild Life Institute of india) Is written off during the
year as per approval of the Bpard,

Depreciation on Flxed Asstes was not charged in earlier yeors, Now on basis of ohservations of CAG

office, depreclation has been charged as per the rates prescribed in the Income Tax Act 1961
Depreciation for earfier years (April 2008 1o March 2022) i INR 14,87,578.

The interest on saving account apportioned to various grants during the year iy as given below-

Grant Name Amount of Interest Apportioned FY 22-23

|G1a State [General) £92,021.00
{NBA Fund (BMC Creation) 41,039.00
{NBA Fund Qutsourcing/Cantract 4,854.00
NBA Fund SC Component 20,334.00
NBA Furid (Website) 3,514.00
NBA Fund {Access Benefit Sharing) 1,560.00
NBA Fund | Preparation/Updatian/improvement of PE 3.572.00
{NBA Fund [Peer to Peer Learning} 10.267.00

Total 777,161.00

& Expenditurein foreign currency and earning in forelgn currency are NIL

Schedules form on integral part of the Finoncial Statements.
AUDITORS' REPORT
In term of our Separate Report of even date attached

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF BOARD

{CHAIRMAN] {MEMBER SECRETARY)

UM @ 230269 15RMBALIIES1T
Date; 30th Jun 2023
Place: Fanchiula
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Haryana State Biodiversity Board

Schedule A

Accounting policies adopted and notes attached to & forming part of accounts for the year
ended on 31st March 2023

A ABOUT BOARD

- Haryana State Biodiversity Board (H5BB) was established as per the provisions of Biological Diversity
Act, 2002 to protect and preserve the biodiversity in the State of Haryana.

B SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING CONCEPTS
The accounts have so far been prepared on Historical cost convention and cash basis.
The society recognizes income and expenditure on cash / receipt basis.

Accounting policies not specifically referred to otherwise are consistent with generally accepted
accounting policies followed.

C SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Fixed Assets And Depreciation
- Depreciation has been provided on Fixed Assets as per Income Tax Act 1961.
- Capital Reserve is made against the amount of Fixed Assets Purchased and depreciation is netted off
with the balance of Capital Reserve.

Revenue Recognition
- Revenue in respect of Registration Fee Income (ABS), Remittance from ABS and Admin charges is

recognized on recelpt basis.
For NBA - Interest on saving account is considered as grant itseif and is liable to be returned
eventually. Thus the same is not recognized as income and is apportioned to different grants on
proportionate basis according to day wise availability of respective grants in the bank accounts.
For State - Interest on saving account is considered as grant itself and is clubbed in the grant for
future utilization.

Contingent Liabilities
- Liahilities which are material and whose future outcome cannot be ascertained with reasonable

certainty are ireated as contingent and disclosed in Notes on accounts.

Events Occurring After The Balance Sheet Date :
- Event occurring after the date of balance sheet are considered up to the date of finalization of

accounts, wherever material.

Prior Period ents
- Prior period adjustments, if material, are disclosed separately
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14. Audit Report

The Audit Report for the year 2022-23 has been got prepared from M/s Jolly Associates, Chartered
Accountants. The same is attached.

J OLLY ASSOCIATES 311, Sector 32-A, Tel. : 491 172 4612279

Chandigarh - 160030

India contactus@jollyasiociates com
associates jolly@gmail.com

Wi have audited the sccompanying financial statements of HARYANA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD,
which comprise the Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2023, the Statement of Income and Expenditure,
thve Statement of Receipts and Payments along with Notes on Accounts for the year then ended on
than date.

for the Financial State

hhmgunerﬂlsmﬂhhfﬂrﬂltmmﬁmqfumwﬁmchl_stmntstimtmntn:'w
fair view of the financial position, financial performance board in accordance with the Accounting
Standard referred to by Institute of Chartered Accountants af india. This responsibility inclodes the
design, implementation and maintenance of internal control relevant preparation and presentation
of the financial statements that give a true and fair view and free from material misstatement,
whether due 1o fraud or emar,

Auditor's Responsibility
Cur responsibility is to express an opinlon on thise financlal statements based on our audit.

We have conducted bur audit with the Standard on Auditing issued by Institute of Chartered
Accountant of India, Those Standards require that we comply with ethical requirements and plan
and parform the aurit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are
free from material misstatement,

An audit invelves perorming procedures to obtain audit avidence about the amounts and
disciansures in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend an the auditor's judgment,
including the assessmant of the risks of material misstatement of the financial stalements, whether
due 1o fraud ar error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal financial
conirol relevant to the Board's preparation of the financial statemants that give true and fair view in
order 1o design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, An audit also includes
evaluating the appropristeness of accounting policles used and the reasonableness of the
accopnting estimates made by management, as well as évaluating the overall presentation of the
financial statements,

Wi believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basts tor our audit opinion on the fimancial statements.
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Opinion

In our opinion and to the best of our information and according to the explanations given to us,
the aforesaid financial statements, give the information required by the Act in the manner so

required and give a true and fair view in conformity with the accounting principles generally
accepted in India:

a} in the case of the Balance Sheet, of the state of affairs of the Board as at March 31,
2023;

b) in the case of Income and Expenditure for the year ended on that date;

c) in the case of Receipts and Payment Account, of the transactions entered into during the
year ending on 31* March 2023.
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