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PREFACE	

 I am delighted to present the Annual Report of Haryana State Biodiversity Board 
(HSBB) for the year the year 2023-24. This Annual Report provides a glimpse of the activities 
taken up for the implementation of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Biological Diversity 
Rules, 2004 for conserving State’s rich biodiversity.  

 The State of Haryana is rich in biodiversity, traditional knowledge, and culture. Many 
rare, endemic, and endangered species of �lora and fauna are naturally thriving here. 
However, of late, the biodiversity of the State has become vulnerable to factors like forest 
degradation, soil erosion, water pollution, urbanization etc. If we could generate awareness 
among the key stakeholders, be it the farmers, the business sector or the wider public, our 
efforts towards securing biodiversity conservation would bear fruits.  

 The Haryana State Biodiversity Board has been constantly putting efforts to create 
awareness amongst the people about the importance and the need to protect and conserve 
the biological resources in the State and about the legal provisions available to support their 
effort.   

 6443 People’s Biodiversity Register (PBRs) at Gram Panchayat, Block, Municipal 
Committee/Corporation and Zila Parishad level had been prepared during the year 2023-24.  
Technical Support Groups (TSGs) had been tasked for preparation of 2nd draft of PBRs by 
involving local Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) vaids/hakims and other 
institutions.  

 I express my sincere thanks to Chairman, HSBB and other members of the Board for 
their valuable guidance in carrying out the activities of the Board and also in preparation of 
this report. I am thankful to the of�icers and staff of the Board for successfully carrying out 
various activities during the year.  

  

           	(Ghanshyam	Shukla,	IFS)



Sh.	Randeep	Singh	Jauhar

Chairman 

Haryana State Biodiversity Board 

FOREWORD

 Haryana State Biodiversity Board (HSBB) has �inalized Annual Report for the year 
2023-24. This Annual Report gives bird’s eye view on the activities of the HSBB during the 
year in pursuance of its mandate under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.  

 The State of Haryana is a land of diverse micro climates and soil types that supports 
luxuriant growth of myriads of �lora. Its different type of forests provides safe haven for 
variety of fauna. The Shivalik’s and Aravalli’s are its two biodiversity hotspots. More than 
40% of bird species of the Indian Sub-continent are found in the State. Factors like forest 
degradation, soil erosion, water pollution, urbanization etc. have become serious threats to 
its natural resources. Creating awareness among all the stakeholders is the �irst and foremost 
step in safeguarding the valuable biodiversity from these threats.  

 HSBB has been striving to implement the provisions of the Biological Diversity Act, 
2002 to achieve the three objectives i.e. Conservation of Biodiversity, Sustainable utilization 
of bio-resources and ensuring a fair and equitable sharing of bene�its arising out of the bio-
resources. 

 6443 People’s Biodiversity Register (PBRs) at various local bodies level had been 
prepared till 31st March, 2024. Technical Support Groups (TSGs) had been tasked for 
preparation of 2nd draft of PBRs by involving local Biodiversity Management Committees 
(BMCs) vaids/hakims and other institutions.  

 I express my gratitude to the National Biodiversity Authority for its �inancial and 
technical assistance to the Board for carrying out its functions and duties. I express my 
sincere thanks to the HSBB members for their valuable guidance. I commend the of�icers and 
staff of the Board for successfully carrying out various activities during the year.  

  

(Randeep	Singh	Jauhar)	
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Introduction1

1.1	 Background	

 As we all know Biodiversity encompasses the variety & diversity of all life forms on 
earth such as plants, animals and microbes living in a wide range of ecosystems. Biodiversity 
& it interlinks forms the very basis of life on this planet. According to estimations, there are 
about 13 to 14 million species of plants and animals living on our planet, out of which only 
1.75 million species have been data-based so far. Due to increasing population, 
developmental pressures, inequitable and unsustainable utilization of bio-resources, many 
species of plants and animals are getting extinct every year. Fragmentation and degradation 
of habitats pose threat to our own survival and well-being.

 To address the grave issue of loss of biodiversity and extinction of species, an Earth 
Summit was held at Rio de Janeiro in Brazil in 1992 and a multilateral treaty named as 
‘Convention on Biological Diversity’ was signed. 194 countries including India are signatory 
to this treaty. To give effect to the said convention, the Indian Parliament enacted the 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002 effective from 5-02-2003.

 India is a mega diverse country harbouring nearly 7-8% of all recorded species of 
plants and animals on only 2.4% of the world’s land area. India supports 16-17% of world’s 
population and equal percentage of world’s livestock population. India is one of the 17 mega 
bio diverse countries and it is known and recognized for its rich associated Traditional 
Knowledge, where Biodiversity is predominantly managed by its local communities. 

 Haryana is situated in the northern part of India and has a geographical area of 44,212 
sq. km which constitutes 1.34% of the geographical area of the country. Physio-graphically 
Haryana falls in the Indo Gangetic plain although some of the areas fall in Shivalik hills as well. 
Climate of the State varies from moist sub- tropical in north bordering Himachal Pradesh to 
arid in southern part bordering Rajasthan. The average annual rainfall varies from about 200 
mm to 1,400 mm and the average annual temperature ranges between 1°C to 45°C. The 
Yamuna and the Ghaggar are the important rivers of the State. The State has 22 districts. As 
per the 2011 census, Haryana has a population of 2.53 crores accounting to 2.1% of India’s 
population. The 19th Livestock census 2012 has reported total livestock population of 88.2 
Lakhs.
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 Haryana is primarily an agricultural State of India and 80% of the total geographical 
area is under agriculture. The forests in Haryana belong to three Forest Type Groups i.e. 
Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest, Tropical Thorn Forest and Subtropical Pine Forests which are 
divided into 10 Forest Types. Although, the maximum portion of the geographical area 
consists of agricultural �ields, over a time, the State has achieved a unique status in the �ield of 
agroforestry which has enabled the forest de�icient State to support a large number of wood-
based industries based on farm-grown timber. Poplar and Eucalyptus are the major 
agroforestry species which have become the main resource for improvement of livelihood of 
farmers in northern and central parts of the State.

 Special emphasis has been given to Soil and Moisture Conservation works in the hills 
to conserve water and deliver it to adjacent farmlands for increasing their productivity and 
enhancing incomes. Herbal Parks have been developed in every district to bring people closer 
to the natural ecosystem.

 Two National Parks, eight Wildlife Sanctuaries, two Conservation Reserves and �ive 
Community Reserves constitute the Protected Area Network of the State covering 0.75% of 
its geographical area and about 20% of the total Forest area of the State.

 As per India State of Forest Report, FSI, 2023, the Forest Cover in the State is 1614.26 
sq. km which is 3.65% of the State's geographical area 

 The Aravalli’s and the Shivalik’s are its two biodiversity hot spots. The State is 
endowed with rich biodiversity of bird species. Out of 1250 bird species found in Indian sub-
continent, approx. 600 species are found in Haryana.

1.2	 The	Biological	Diversity	Act,	2002.

 The Act was promulgated to meet the objectives of UN-Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD). The Act provides a legal framework for conservation of biological diversity 
of the country, sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of the 
bene�its arising out of the use of biological resources. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 
envisages decentralized biodiversity management with Biodiversity Management 
Committees (BMCs) at local level, State Biodiversity Boards/Union Territory Biodiversity 
Councils at State/UT Level and National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) at National level.

1.3	 The	National	Biodiversity	Authority	(NBA)

 The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) was set up in the Year 2003 with its 
headquarters at Chennai.  The NBA is a statutory autonomous body which performs advisory 
function for the Government of India.

1.4	 				Constitution	of	Haryana	State	Biodiversity	Board	(HSBB)

 Haryana State Biodiversity Board (HSBB) was established as per the provisions of 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002 to protect and preserve the biodiversity in the State. The HSBB 
was established on 14th November, 2006 through a Gazette noti�ication under the 
Environment Department. In 2016, the HSBB was transferred to the Forest Department. 
HSBB has been reconstituted on 12th September, 2019. 

 HSBB aims to achieve the objectives of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, i.e 
Conservation of Biological Diversity, Sustainable utilization of biological   resources and fair 
and equitable sharing of the bene�its arising out of the utilization of biological resources.



3ANNUAL	REPORT:	2023-24



4 ANNUAL	REPORT:	2023-24



5

1.5	 Functions	of	HSBB

The	functions	of	HSBB	are	to:

(a) advise the State Government, subject to any guidelines issued by the Central 
Government, on matters relating to the conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of 
its components and equitable sharing of the bene�its arising out of the utilization of 
biological resources;

(b) regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise requests for commercial utilization or 
bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological resource by Indians;

(c) perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act 
or as may be prescribed by the State Government; 

Haryana	State	Biodiversity	Rules	are	under	consideration	of	the	State	Government	for	
noti�ication.	The	functions	of	HSBB	as	proposed	in	these	Rules	are	as	below:	-	

(d) Lay down the procedure and guidelines to govern the activities provided under the Act; 

(e) Regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise requests for commercial utilization or 
bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological resource by Indian Nationals;

(f) Facilitate updating and implementation of State Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan;

(g) Commission studies and sponsor investigation and research;

(h) Collect, compile, and publish technical and statistical data, manuals, codes or guidelines 
relating to conservation of bio-diversity, sustainable use of its components and fair and 
equitable sharing of bene�its arising out of the use of biological resource and 
knowledge;

(i) Organize through mass media a comprehensive programme regarding conservation of 
bio-diversity, sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of 
bene�its arising out of the use of biological resource and knowledge;

(j) Plan and organize training of personnel engaged or likely to be engaged in programmes 
for the conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of its components.

(k) Take steps to build up database and to create information and documentation system 
for biological resources and associated traditional knowledge through biodiversity 
registers and electronic data bases, to ensure effective management, promotion, and 
sustainable uses;

(l) Co-ordinate the activities of the Biodiversity Management Committees;

(m) Report to the State Government about the functioning of the Board and implementation 
of the provisions of the Act and the Rules made thereunder;

(n) Recommend, prescribe, modify, collect fee of biological resources from time to time;

(o) Sanction grants-in-aid and grants to Biodiversity Management Committees for speci�ic 
purposes;

(p) Undertake physical inspection of any area in connection with the implementation of the 
Act;

(q) Strive to integrate biodiversity and biodiversity dependent livelihoods into all sectors 
of planning from local to State, to enable such sectors and administrative levels to 
contribute effectively for conservation and sustainable use;
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R. Recommend for creation of posts and mode of recruitment of such posts to State 
Government for effective discharge of the functions by the Board; Provided that no such 
post whether permanent/temporary or of any nature, shall be created without prior 
approval of the State Government. 

1.6	 Details	of	Board	Members

The	 HSBB	 was	 reconstituted	 by	 the	 State	 Government	 vide	 Noti�ication	 dated	
12.09.2019	as	under:	-

Sr. 
No. 

Name & Designation  Post  

1. Mr. G. K. Ahuja, IFS, PCCF (Retd.)  Chairman  

2. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF)  Member  

3. Director General, AYUSH Dept.  Member  

4 Director General, Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Dept.  Member  

5 Director General, Animal Husbandry & Dairying Dept.  Member  

6. Director General, Horticulture Dept.  Member  

7. Director, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun,  or its nominee  Member  

8. Director, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun,  or its nominee  Member  

9. Director, National Bureau for Plant Genetic Resources, New 

Delhi, or its nominee 

Member  

10. Director, National Bureau for Animal Genetic Resources, 

Karnal or its nominee 

Member  

11. An IFS Officer of Rank not below APCCF/PCCF  Member 

Secretary  
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Staff	Strength	of	the	Board	During	2023-24	2

2.1	Permanent	staff		

Sr.	No.	 Designation	 Sanctioned 	 Working 	

1. Chairman 
Sh. Pankaj Goel, IFS 
(26.10.2022 to 18-12-2023) 

1  1  

2. Chairman 
Sh. Randeep Singh Jauhar 
(w.e.f. 19.12.2023) 

3. Member Secretary 
Sh. Ghanshyam Shukla, IFS 
(w.e.f. 17.09.2021) 

1  1  

2.2	Temporary	/	Contractual	Staff	/	on	Deputation	

The following staff was engaged on contract through outsourcing policy of the government:

Sr.	No. 	 Designation 	 Engaged 	 Working 	

1. Scienti�ic Of�icer  1  1  

2. Technical Expert (Zoology and 
Botany)  

2  2  

3. Education & Awareness Of�icer  1  1  

4. Superintendent  1  1  

5. Clerks/Data Entry Operator  6  6  

6. District Coordinator  21  21  

7.  Regional Coordinator  2  2  

8.  Driver  1  1  

9.  Peon/ Chowkidar/Sweeper  4  4  
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Meetings	Conducted3

3.1	Board	Meeting

Two	Board	meetings	were	conducted	during	the	year	2023-24:

11th Meeting was held on 12.04.2023 under the Chairmanship of Sh. Pankaj Goel, IFS, 
Chairman, Haryana State Biodiversity Board in the Committee Room of HSBB, Panchkula in 
hybrid mode. 
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12th Meeting was held on 15.03.2024 under the Chairmanship of Sh. Randeep Singh Jauhar 
Chairman, Haryana State Biodiversity Board in the Committee Room of HSBB, Panchkula in 
hybrid mode.
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3.2	Annual	Review	Meeting

 Annual review meeting was held on 31.01.2024 and 01.02.2024 under the 
Chairmanship of Hon'ble Chairman, Haryana Biodiversity Board Shri Randeep Singh Jauhar, 
at Hathni Kund Barrage, Yamuna Nagar District with all Technical Support Groups (TSGs) and 
District Coordinators, HSBB. The meeting was designed to discuss various activities of last 
three years, proposed plan and constraints being faced by the board.

Sh. Randeep Singh Jauhar, Chairman, 
HSBB addressing the participants during review meeting. 
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Celebration	of	Events	4

4.1	Celebration	of	International	Day	for	Biological	Diversity	-2023	

The International Day for Biological Diversity-2023 was celebrated in the State with great 

enthusiasm on 22nd May, 2023. This year’s theme was “From	Agreement	to	Action:	Build	

back	 Biodiversity.” Biodiversity provides solutions to several sustainable development 

challenges. From nature-based solutions to climate, health issues, food and water security 

and sustainable livelihoods, biodiversity is the foundation upon which we can rebuild and 

prosper. Haryana State Biodiversity Board (HSBB) organized online State level competitions 

on this occasion to create awareness about Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation. Overwhelming response was received from the participants from all across the 

State and UT Chandigarh. The result of various competitions was declared on 17.05.2023. 

The Certi�icates for Merit were sent to all the Award Winners. The amount of Cash Prizes of 

Rs.5000 for 1st prize, Rs.4000 for 2nd prize and Rs.3000/- for 3rd prize was transferred into 

the Bank Accounts of Award Winners of the competitions of all events. Awareness 

programmes were conducted in each district of Haryana to celebrate International Day for 

Biological Diversity-2023. 

Celebration of International Biodiversity Day at Ambala 
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Organisation of awareness programme at 
Govt. Senior Sr. Girls School Siwani, Bhiwani 

International Biodiversity Day celebration 
at Govt. School, Dhanasari, Charkhi Dadri 
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Celebration of International Biodiversity Day 
at Govt Sr. Sec. School Faridpur, Faridabad 
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Organisation of awareness programme at 
Govt. Middle School, Mubarikpur, Gurugram 
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Organisation of awareness programme at 
Govt. Model Sanskriti Sr. Sec. School, Jahajpul, Hisar 
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Felicitation of Winners by MS, HSBB at Vaish B.Ed. College, Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar 
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International Biodiversity Day celebration at Govt. Sr. Sec. School Gulha, Kaithal 

Celebration of International Biodiversity Day at 
Govt. Model Sanskriti Senior Secondary School, Nigdhu, Karnal 
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Celebration of International Biodiversity Day at Govt Sr. Sec. School, Mandil Mahendergarh 

Celebration of International Biodiversity Day at Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Bhoj Koti, Morni, Panchkula 
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Organisation of awareness programme at Govt. Senior Secondary School, Batheri, Kurukshetra 

Organisation of awareness programme at Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. School, Alawalpur, Palwal 
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International Biodiversity Day was celebrated at Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Nara, Panipat 

Celebration of International Biodiversity Day at 
Govt Senior Secondary School, Karawra Manakpur, Rewari 
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An awareness programme was organized at Baba Mastnath University, Rohtak 

Organisation of awareness programme at Govt Sen. Sec. School Khairpur,Sirsa 

DCF,	Rohtak	addressing	the	participants	on	IDB
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Celebration of International Biodiversity Day at 
Shiv Shakti Senior Secondary School, Sonipat 

Organisation of awareness programme at 
Government Model Sanskriti Sr. Sec. School, Jagadhri, Yamuna Nagar 

DCF,	Sonipat	felicitating	the	winners	on	occassion	of	IDB.
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4.2	Celebration	of	World	Environment	Day

 World Environment Day celebrated by Wildlife and Forest Department, Jhajjar along 
with Haryana State Biodiversity Board, Panchkula at Ramsar Site Wildlife Santuary 
Bhindawas, Jhajjar on the theme of "Beat Plastic Pollution". In this program Capt. Shakti 
Singh, IAS, DC Jhajjar participated 
as the chief guest. Along with him 
Sh. Vipin Kumar Singh, IFS, DCF 
Jhajjar, Sh. Shiv Singh Rawat, DWLO 
Rohtak, Sh.  Ramgopal Singh, 
Member State Wetland Authority 
Haryana  Sh. Amit Bansal, DIO, 
Jhajjar, Dr. Harpal Singh, Retd 
Principal, Ashish Kadyan, Distt. 
coordinator Jhajjar & Kusum 
Sharma, Distt. coordinator Rohtak, 
Master Mahender Singh, villagers, 
students, BMC Members, and 
frontline staff of Forest & Wildlife 
department also participated in the program. 

 The program was started by organizing a running competition on the theme of Run for 
Environment. Apart from this, many cultural activities, Nukad Natak etc. were also presented 
by the school children. In the program, the live telecast of the message of Hon'ble Prime 
Minister Sh. Narendra Modi and program of Union Minister of Forest and Wildlife, Hon'ble 
Bhupender Singh Yadav was shown. At the end of the program Jute bags were distributed 
among the peoples with a call to stop using plastic.
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Celebration of World Environment Day at Jhajjar 
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4.3	CELEBRATION	OF	INTERNATIONAL	GITA	MAHOTSAV

 International Gita Mahotsav was held from 7�� December to 24�� December 2023 in 
Kurukshetra, Haryana. It is a city of immense historical and spiritual signi�icance, 
prominently mentioned in the Mahabharata. The Mahotsav is dedicated to promoting the 
teachings of the Bhagavad Gita, one of Hinduism’s most revered scriptures. During the 
festival, a wide range of cultural, spiritual, and educational activities were organized, 
including discourses by eminent scholars and spiritual leaders, cultural performances, 
exhibitions, and thematic events. Pilgrims and visitors from across India and abroad 
participated enthusiastically in the celebrations.

 Under the guidance of Sh. Pankaj Goel, IFS, Chairman, HSBB and Sh. Ghanshyam 
Shukla, IFS, Member Secretary, HSBB, the Haryana State Biodiversity Board showcased an 
exhibition on Brahma Sarovar from 11 December to 24 December 2023. HSBB of�icials 
shared the valuable information on biodiversity, including its types, status, importance, 
threats, and conservation measures. They also highlighted the roles and responsibilities of 
Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) and emphasized the signi�icance of preparing 
People’s Biodiversity Registers (PBRs). To enhance public understanding, movies on PBRs, 
BMCs, and the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, created by the National Biodiversity Authority 
(NBA), were screened throughout the exhibition.
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Newspaper	Clips	
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4.5		ASIAN	WATERBIRD	CENSUS-	2024

 Asian Water Birds Census 2024 was conducted by Haryana State Biodiversity Board in 
two districts namely Yamuna Nagar and Jhajjar.

1.	 Hathnikund	Barrage,	Yamunanagar	

 The Haryana State Biodiversity Board successfully conducted a one-day session for 
Asian Waterbirds Census at Hathni Kund Barrage, Yamuna Nagar on 15.01.2024 in 
collaboration with Haryana Forest and Wildlife Department, Local BMCs, Wetland 
International and Bombay Natural History Society.

 During the �ield session all the of�icials and participants were divided into three 
different groups for AWC. The �ield session documented 23 waterbird species. 

Bird	Census	Data:	-

 A total of 23 bird species was sighted with a total of 2,930 individuals of respective 
species. The maximum number of individual counts was of common pochard. Due to poor 
weather condition on the census day, a smaller number of species and their individuals were 
sighted. The number of species and its individuals may be sighted in more number during the 
normal weather conditions and in shiny days because on the morphological basis the 
quantity and quality of water was fair good to support diverse range of bird species with 
signi�icant individuals.

Statistics	of	Asian	Waterbird	Census

Sr.	
No.

	

Name	of	species

	

Numbers

1

	

Little cormorant

 

Phalacrocorax	niger

 

8
2

	

Little egret

 

Egretta	garzetta

 

4

3

	

Bar headed geese

 

Anser	indicus

 

85

4

	

Ruddy Shelduck

 

Tadorna	ferruginea

 

450

5

	

Horn Bill

 

4

6

	

Black kite

 

Milvus	migrans

 

10

7

	

Common pochard

 

Aythya	ferina

 

816

8

	

Black headed gull

 

Larus	ridibundus

 

52

9

	

Bharmni Duck

 

402

10

	

Green sandpiper

 

Tringa	ochropus

 

4

11

	

Spot billed DuckAnas	poecilorhyncha

 

30

12

	

Pintal

 

30

13

	

Mallared

 

4

14

	

Great cormorant

 

Phalacrocorax	carbo

 

5

15

	

Coot

 

245

16 River lapwing Vanellus	duvaucelii 8

17 Common coot Fulica	atra 20

18 Plain martin Riparia	peludicola 250

19 Common sandpiper Actitis	hypoleucos 35

20 Ferruginous duck Aythya	nyroca 20

21 Red crested pochard Netta	ru�ina 400

22 Tuffed Duck 24

23 White wagtail Motacilla	alba 24

Total 2,930
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Glimpses	of	Asian	Water	Bird	Census	
at	Hathnikund	Barrage,	Yamuna	Nagar
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1.	 Bhindawas	Wildlife	Sanctuary,	Jhajjar

 Asian Water Bird Census, 2024 was also conducted at Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary 
located in Jhajjar on 18 January, 2024, in which local birders, Researchers, Villagers and BMC 
members of nearby Villages visited the sanctuary. Every year Asian Water bird Census 
program is organized in the month of January. It is a citizen science waterbird monitoring 
program for collation and dissemination of water birds census and wetlands. Under this 
program, volunteers prepare mid- winter waterbird counts, which are subsequently collated 
to provide to information on population trends at sites, State, National and �lyway levels. This 
program runs in parallel with other waterbird census carried out under the umbrella of 
International/Waterbird census (IWC), organized by Wetlands International. The program 
was attended by of�icials of the HSBB, Forest and Wildlife Department, local birders, 
researchers, NBA Intern, Bird Expert, and the members of Biodiversity Management 
Committee (BMCs) of nearby villages shared their knowledge about importance of wetlands, 
bird census, biodiversity conservation, Ramsar sites etc. During this AWC-2024, the �ield 
session documented 59 water bird species out of which 5 waterbird species are in the 
category of threatened species.  

 Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area located in the state of Haryana, 
India. The sanctuary is situated around the Bhindawas Lake, which is a prominent water body 
attracting a variety of bird species. It is one of the important bird habitats in the region and is 
known for its diverse avian population, particularly migratory birds. More than 30.000 
varieties of migratory birds belonging to 250 species and resident birds visit Bhindawas Bird 
Sanctuary through the year. The sanctuary plays a signi�icant role in conserving wetland 
ecosystems and providing a safe habitat for wildlife. It contributes to the overall biodiversity 
of the region and helps maintain ecological balance. It was of�icially designated as a Wildlife 
Sanctuary by the Forest Department, Government of Haryana, this signi�icant step towards 
conservation took place on 5 July 1985. when an area covering 411.55 hectares was accorded 
of�icial sanctuary status.

 A signi�icant milestone in Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary's conservation journey 
occurred on 25 May 2021. The site was designated as a Ramsar site, highlighting its 
international importance as a wetland habitat. This recognition underscores the sanctuary's 
role in supporting biodiversity, particularly its signi�icance as a habitat for numerous bird 
species and its contribution to global conservation efforts.

 These milestones re�lect the dedication and commitment of various stakeholders, 
including the Forest Department, Government of Haryana, and the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests. and Climate Change, in preserving and protecting Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary's 
ecological and wildlife value.
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Asian	Waterbird	Census	(AWC-2024)	
at	Bhindawas	Wildlife	Sanctuary,	Jhajjar	
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Asian	Waterbird	Census	Count	Form	(AWC-2024)

Sr.	No. Name	&	Scienti�ic	name	of	Bird	Species Counts
GREBES

1. Little Grebe Tachybaptus ru�icollis 30
CORMORANTS	&	DARTER:

2. Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

 

60
3. Indian Cormorant P. fuscicollis

 

55
4. Little Cormorant P. niger

 

200
HERONS,	EGRETS	&	BITTERNS:

	

5. Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
 

20
6. Indian Pond Heron Ardeola gra

 
50

7. Purple Heron Arcdea purpurea
 

20
8. Grey Heron A. cinerea

 
65

9. Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
 

50
10. Little Egret E. garzetta

 
70

11. Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx
 
intermedia

 
45

12. Large Egret Casmerodius albus
 

50
13 BISES	&	SPOONBILL:	

14. Black-headed Ibis Threskiomis melanocephalus  10
15. Red-naped Ibis Pseudibis papillosa 15
16. Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus	 20

GEESE	&	DUCKS:	
17. Lesser Whistling Duck D. javanica 20
18. Greylag Godse Ariser anser 240
19. Barheaded Goose A. indicus 65
20. Mallard A. platyrhynchos 10
21. Indian Spot-billed Duck A poecilorhyncha  250
22. Common Pochard Aythya ferina 200
23. Garganey A. querquedula

 
50

24. Ruddy Shelduck Tadoma ferruginea
 

25
25. Comb Duck Sarkidiomis melanotos

 
20

26. Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus
 

coromandelianus
 

10
27. Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope

 
50

28. Common Teal A. crecca
 

100
29. Northern Shoveler A. clypeata

 
198

30. Northern Pintail A. acuta

 
150

31. Red-crestled Pochard Rhodonessa ru�ina

	

25
PLOVERS:

32. Little ringed plover C. dubius 10
33. Red-wattled Lapwing V. indicus 50

STILTS,	AVOCETS:
34. Black-winged stilts Himantopus himanthopus 200
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AWARENESS	&	TRAINING	PROGRAMMES/FIELD	VISITS		5

5.1						Implementation	of	Amrit	Dharohar	strategy	for	all	the	75	Ramsar	Sites	of	India

BMCs	visit	at	Ramsar	Site	Bhindawas	Wildlife	Sanctuary	
JHAJJAR,	HARYANA

 On August 11, 2023, as under the implementation of "Amrit Dharohar Strategy for all 
the 75 Ramsar Sites of India" program was organised, the BMC members of nearby villages 
visited the Ramsar Site, in which BMC members of nearby Villages Fathepuri, Nawada, Kunjia, 
Kanhwa, Bhindawas, Neelaheri, Chadwana visited the Ramsar site Bhindawas Wildlife 
Sanctuary located in Jhajjar district. The program is based on the Focus of the strategy is on 4 

principal components of Species & Habitat conservation, Nature Tourism, Wetlands 
livelihoods and Wetland Carbon. In this program Dr. Harpal Singh (Zoologist), Retd. 

Principal said that the purpose of this initiative is to maintain a healthy and 
effectively managed network of Ramsar Sites in India. Mr. Ashish 

Kadyan, Distt. Coordinator, HSBB Jhajjar shared views with 
people on BMC formation,  Biodiversity Act , 

Conservation of rare and endangered species and 
to include such sites in the local PBRs. etc. The 
program was attended by of�icials of the Forest and 
Wildlife Department Jhajjar.

 It is one of the important bird habitats in 
the region and is known for its diverse avian 

population, particularly migratory birds. 
More than 30,000 variety of migratory 
birds belonging to over 250 species and 
resident birds visit Bhindawas Bird 
Sanctuary through the year.

 The sanctuary plays a signi�icant 
role in conserving wetland ecosystems 

and providing a safe habitat for 
wildlife. It contributes to the overall 
biodiversity of the region and helps 

maintain ecological balance.
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																													BMCs	visit	to	Bhindawas	Wildlife	Sanctuary,	Jhajjar
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5.2							Celebration	of	Kisan	Mela	

 A district-level farmers' fair was held on 29.09.2023 at the Subhash Stadium in 
Sonipat. Chief guest Sh. Mohan Lal Badoli, MLA from Rai, encouraged people to use modern 
equipment and urged them not to burn stubble. He explained the harms of stubble burning 
and how we can bene�it from government assistance to prevent it. City Magistrate Dr. Anmol 
addressed the attendees' queries and informed them about various government schemes. 
Various stalls at the fair showcased the latest technology, crop management equipment, 
agricultural products, seeds, pesticides, fertilizers, organic products, and herbal products. 
District Coordinator Shyo Prasad informed the attendees about biodiversity and the work 
being done under the guidance of the Haryana State Biodiversity Board, programs organized 
periodically for biodiversity conservation, the current status of biodiversity, and how we can 
conserve it. He also explained various tree conservation schemes implemented by the central 
and state governments. One such scheme launched by Hon'ble Chief Minister, Haryana Sh. 
Manohar Lal Khattar is Pran Vayu Devta Pension Yojana. Through this scheme, the 
government provides �inancial assistance of Rs 2,500 annually for the conservation of trees 
older than 75 years in the state. The program was attended by of�icials of the Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Horticulture and Welfare Department of Sonipat district.
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																										Peer	To	Peer	Learning	Exchange	Visits6

6.1	 	Visit	of	Tamil	Nadu	State	Biodiversity	Board:	

 Two members team from Tamil Nadu State 
Biodiversity Board visited Haryana State on 20.07.2023 
to 21.07.2023 under Peer-to-Peer Learning scheme 
sponsored by National Biodiversity Authority to have 
interaction with Experts, Conservers, Biodiversity 
Management Committees (BMCs) and Of�icers of 
Haryana State Biodiversity Board to explore the 
possibility of replicating some good Biodiversity 
Conservation Practices in Tamil Nadu. 
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Publications	-	Booklets/Pamphlets7

7.1								Booklets

Annual	Report	2022-23

 The accounts of HSBB for the year 2022-23 were got audited from M/s Jolly 
Associates, Chartered Accountants. Annual report for this year was compiled and got printed 
in the form of a booklet and it was sent to NBA, Chairmen/Member Secretaries of SBBs and 
UTBCs, Government of India and Government of Haryana, of�icers of Forest Department, 
TSGs, District Coordinators, HSBB etc.  
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7.2		 Pamphlets

 Pamphlets on introduction to 'Biodiversity Conservation and functions of HSBB,' 
'Biodiversity Heritage Sites' and 'Guidelines on Access to Biological Resources and 
Associated Knowledge and Bene�it Sharing' were got published in English and Hindi. 
Pamphlets were got printed for wider distribution among Biodiversity Management 
Committees (BMCs), General Public, Students etc. 
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The Audit Report for the year 2023-24 has been got prepared 

from M/s Jolly Associates, Chartered Accountants. The same 

is attached.  

AUDIT	REPORT
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Balance Sheet for the �inancial Year 2023-24 is attached.

BALANCE	SHEET
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HARYANA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD
ndS.C.O. No. 206, 2  Floor, Sector-14, Panchkula, Haryana

Contact No.: 0172-4046984
Website: sbb.haryanaforest.gov.in   |   Email: sbbhry18@gmail.com


