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MINUTES OF THE 14" MEETING OF HARYAN STATE
BIODIVERSITY BOARD HELD ON 26.11.2024 AT HYATT
CENTRIC, SECTOR 17, CHANDIGARH

Haryana State Biodiversity Board
Date: 26th November 2024
Time: 10:30 AM

Venue: Hotel Hyatt Centric, Sector 17, Chandigarh

The 14th Board Meeting of the Haryana State Biodiversity Board (HSBB) was convened under
the leadership of Sh. Randeep Singh Jauhar, Chairman, HSBB, at Hotel Hyatt Centric,
Chandigarh, in a hybrid format on November 26, 2024, at 10:30 AM.

The meeting began with a welcome address by the Chairman, who highlighted the critical role of
biodiversity conservation and its implications for the future.

While most members of the Board participated virtually, a few attended in person. The list of
participating Members/Nodal Officers is attached as Annexure-A.

Dr. Vivek Saxena, IFS, PCCF-cum-Member Secretary, HSBB, extended his welcome to the
members and provided an overview of the Haryana State Biodiversity Board's activities in
Haryana.

Agenda wise discussions were held in detail and following decision were taken during the
meeting:

Agenda Item No. 14.1; Confirmation of the Minutes of the 13th Board Meeting held on 2nd
July 2024.

The Minutes of the 13" Meeting of the Board were presented by Member Secretary before the
Board.

The board confirmed the Minutes of 13" meeting held on 02.07.2024.

The Minutes were circulated to the Board Members via Letter No. 318-326 dated 02.08.2024. As
no feedback or comments were received, the board will proceed with the next steps.

Agenda Item No. 14.2; Action Taken Report (ATR) on Decisions of the 13th Board
Meeting.
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The Action Taken Report (ATR) of 13" Meeting Placed at Annexure - B of Agenda items was
presented before the Members. The members expressed their satisfaction and confirmed the
same.

Agenda Item No. 14.3; Consideration of Haryana State Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Plan.

The Member Secretary apprised the board members about the draft of the Haryana State Strategy
and Action Plan under consideration. Dr. Amit Kumar, Scientist D, W1l Dehradun mentioned
that he had already submitted his suggestions and proposed modifications.

A letter has been sent to all members regarding the strategic action plan, inviting their comments.
If no additional feedback is received within 15 days, the action plan will be deemed approved.

Agenda Item No. 14.4; Biodiversity assessment and related studies in Haryana State

14.4.1 Assessment of Biodiversity and preparation of Biodiversity management
plans (BMPs) for the Shivalik Hills of Haryana State through Drone and LIDAR based
tools.

14.4.2 Assessment of Biodiversity and preparation of Biodiversity management
plans (BMPs) for the Aravali Hills of Haryana State through Drone and LIDAR based
tools.

The Member Secretary discussed the need for assessing biodiversity in both Shivalik Hills and
Aravali Hills using advanced technologies and informed that an update on this initiative would
be shared in the next meeting. Dr. Amit Kumar suggested conducting a study to identify invasive
alien species and develop strategies for managing these. In response, the Member Secretary
proposed utilizing species mapping to determine the dominance of invasive species and identify
potential interventions to curb further invasion.

The Board authorized Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action
regarding inviting Expression of Interest (Eol).

14.4.3 Studies on threatened Taxa of Haryana State

The Member Secretary emphasized the need to conduct a study on the threatened taxa of
Haryana and referred to a document on the threatened taxa of Telangana as a reference for
guidance.

The Board Members expressed their appreciation for conducting such a study in Haryana
and authorized the Member Secretary, HSBB, to take the necessary steps to proceed with
the study and Expression of Interest (EoI).
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For the assessment of agro-biodiversity in Haryana, the Member Secretary recommended
engaging experts from forestry, HAU, agriculture, horticulture, and other relevant departments to
ensure a thorough evaluation encompassing vegetables, fruits, grains, and plants. Dr. Amit
Kumar suggested involving specialists from ICAR-NBPGR and proposed establishing a main
group with sub-groups to effectively conduct the agro-biodiversity study.

The Board authorized Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action
regarding inviting Expression of Interest (Eol).

14.4.5 Formulation of Haryana State Biodiversity field guide

It was proposed to develop a comprehensive Haryana State Biodiversity Field Guide to serve as
a detailed reference document for the state's diverse flora, fauna, and ecosystems. This guide
aims to provide a comprehensive resource for identifying and understanding the diverse species
and ecosystems within the state. The members emphasized the importance of this field guide in
promoting awareness, education, and conservation efforts related to Haryana's biodiversity. They
recognized its potential value for both local communities and professionals working in the field
of biodiversity conservation.

The Board has decided to move forward with the preparation of this guide, ensuring that it
is thorough, accurate, and accessible.

14.4.6 Assessment of Herbal Parks in Haryana State and formulation of

management plans for Biodiversity Conservation of indigenous species

These plans will focus on the preservation and enhancement of indigenous species and the
sustainable management of rural and urban botanical gardens/herbal gardens. The Board
discussed the importance of assessing the existing herbal parks in Haryana and the need for the
formulation of detailed management plans aimed at the conservation of indigenous species. The
assessment will focus on evaluating the current status of these herbal parks, identifying the range
of indigenous plant species, and determining the effectiveness of conservation practices currently
in place.

The members emphasized the significance of safeguarding native plant species, particularly
those with medicinal or cultural importance, to ensure their sustainable use and preservation.

Additionally, the Board noted the need for collaboration with local communities, stakeholders,
and experts in developing these plans, ensuring that the management approach is both
scientifically sound and culturally appropriate.

The Board has authorized the Member Secretary to initiate the assessment and
management planning process to strengthen the conservation efforts of herbal parks in
Haryana.
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14.4.7 Floral and Faunal assessment of Haryana State and studies on traditional,
cultural connect of the Sacred Tree Groves, Rural and Urban Botanical Gardens/Herbal

Gardens

It was proposed to undertake a detailed assessment of the floral and faunal diversity of Haryana
State. The study will also explore the traditional and cultural significance of sacred tree groves,
emphasizing their historical and ecological importance. Additionally, an evaluation of rural and
urban botanical gardens/herbal gardens will be conducted to understand their biodiversity
composition and management practices.

The Board authorized Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action
regarding the Study.

14.4.8 Digitization of People’s Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) in Haryana

The Member Secretary informed the Board members that a letter has been sent to the National
Biodiversity Authority to initiate the digitization of People's Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) by
providing access to the necessary platform and tools. This initiative is expected to improve the
documentation process, facilitate better accessibility, and ensure efficient management and
analysis of biodiversity data.

The Board authorized Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action
regarding this.

14.4.9 Terms and work of future role of Technical Support Groups.

The Chairman suggested selecting the best People's Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) for review
and updating by one or two Technical Support Groups (TSGs). In response, the Member
Secretary proposed drafting a separate Expression of Interest (Eol) specifically for this purpose.
This Eol would involve engaging experts to evaluate, assess, and provide feedback on the
selected PBRs, enabling their further improvement and refinement. ‘

14.4.10 Engagement of IT Professional, Consultant, Experts, Scientific Officer,
young professional and JRF etc.

The Board approved the decision to engage IT professionals, consultants, subject-matter experts,
scientific officers, young professionals, and Junior Research Fellows (JRFs) as needed. This
initiative aims to strengthen the capacity of the Board to effectively execute its projects, enhance
research capabilities, and ensure efficient management of biodiversity-related activities.

The Board authorized Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action.

14.4.11 Identification of Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS).
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The Member Secretary informed the members about the progress of the Biodiversity Heritage
Sites (BHS) identification process. Several sites have been shortlisted by the Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs) and the intern Sarvesh Yadav. These sites, which hold
significant ecological, cultural, and/or biological value, are being considered for formal
recognition as Biodiversity Heritage Sites in Haryana.

The Member Secretary outlined the next steps in the process, which will involve a detailed
review of each shortlisted site based on established parameters and criteria. These criteria include
factors such as the site’s biodiversity richness, the presence of endangered or endemic species,
ecological importance, and its potential for conservation. The review will also assess the level of
threats these sites face and the feasibility of implementing effective conservation measures.

Once the review process is completed, the shortlisted sites will undergo a final assessment and,
upon meeting the required standards, will be formally declared as Biodiversity Heritage Sites.
This declaration will help in recognizing the ecological and cultural significance of these sites
and ensure their protection and conservation for future generations.

The Board authorized Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action.

14.4.12 Progress on Access Benefit Sharing (ABS) in Haryana State and assessment
of further potential for strengthening the institutions/community through awareness and
training for upscaling the community benefits through ABS

Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) is a key concept under the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) that aims to ensure the fair and equitable distribution of benefits arising from
the use of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge. The primary goal of ABS is to
protect the rights of indigenous communities and local populations who have traditionally
preserved and utilized biodiversity, while also ensuring that benefits from the commercialization
or use of these resources are shared with them.

The Member Secretary suggested conducting an assessment of potential Access and Benefit
Sharing (ABS) opportunities to support livelihoods and address related issues under the ABS
mechanism. It was further proposed to engage reputed agencies with relevant expertise for this
purpose. The Chairman added that the funds generated through the ABS mechanism could be
utilized to benefit Panchayat and Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs).

The Board authorized Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action.

14.4.13 Initiating project for Biodiversity-Management Information System
(BIOMIS) for Haryana State Biodiversity Board through support of National Biodiversity
Authority

The Member Secretary informed the Board members that a letter has been sent to the National
Biodiversity Authority to initiate the digitization of People's Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) by
providing access to the BioMIS portal. This initiative is expected to improve the documentation
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process, facilitate better accessibility, and ensure efficient management and analysis of
biodiversity data.

The Board authorized the Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action.

14.4.14 Organization of National Level Workshop of State Biodiversity Boards at
Gurugram/Faridabad, Haryana in the second/third week of January 2025 with the support
of National Biodiversity Authority (NBA)

The Member Secretary informed the Board Members that the National Biodiversity Authority
(NBA) has approved the proposal via Letter No. 3/233/SBB/2023/Vol-II Dated 25.11.2024 to
organize a National-Level Workshop of State Biodiversity Boards in Gurugram/Faridabad,
Haryana, tentatively scheduled for the second or third week of January 2025. It was further
stated that the next steps involve obtaining approval from the State Government and finalizing
the date with NBA's confirmation.

The Board authorized the Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate further necessary action.

14.4.15 Hosting of side event at IUCN Pavilion by Haryana State Biodiversity Board
during UNCCD (United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification) CoP-16 (Conference of
Parties) to be held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia from 2nd to 13th December, 2024 on following topic
“Aravalli Green Wall Project (AGWP)-Restoration Potential through innovative approaches
to address challenges of advancement of Desertification, Land Degradation, Drought (

DLDD),objectives of UNCCD, UNFCCC, CBD, SDGs and IUCN Nature 2030 Program”

The Member Secretary informed the Board about hosting a side event at COP16, scheduled to
take place in Riyadh from December 2 to 13, 2024. The event will be led by Haryana Forest
Minister Sh. Rao Narbir Singh, Chairman Sh. Randeep Singh Jauhar, Member Secretary Dr.
Vivek Saxena, IFS and the Additional Chief Secretary, Sh. Anand Mohan Sharan, IAS. The
expenditure was borne by the Haryana State Biodiversity Board, as per sanction letter no. 6223-
Ft-2-2024/6605 dated 22.22.2024.

The Board took role of this and approved the proposal.

14.4.16 Discussion on following topics/areas as suggested by Hon’ble Chairman,

Haryana State Biodiversity Board

As per the suggestions of the Hon'ble Chairman, the Board took note of the following points and
authorized the Member Secretary to take the necessary further actions:

(a) Future Role of Technical Support Groups (TSGs)
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(b) Discussion on the present mandate/Terms of Reference of TSGs and
suggestions for improving their performance and future roles.

(c) Engagement/empanelment of Technical Personnel/consultants/organizations
for supporting HSBB as per requirement

(d) Discussion on Wildlife Wardens/possibility of nominating/engaging Biodiversity
Wardens/Biodiversity Mitras for strengthening Biodiversity Conservation and ABS mechanism

(e) Continuation/strengthening of Internship Program/engaging interns through
support of NBA and HSBB

e Proposal to restart the internship program for life sciences students with a stipend of INR
15,000 per month for six months.

The Member Secretary, HSBB informed the Board Members that the National Biodiversity
Authority (NBA) has provided a fund of 214 lakhs for the internship program.

The Board authorized The Member Secretary, HSBB for taking Further Necessary Action.

(§§) Organizing workshop to discuss biodiversity strategies and conservation
initiatives at the national level.

The Board discussed the organization of a workshop aimed at discussing biodiversity strategies
and conservation initiatives at the national level. The workshop would serve as a platform for
exchanging knowledge, sharing best practices, and addressing key challenges in biodiversity
conservation. It would bring together experts, stakeholders, and policymakers from across the
country to collaborate on developing effective strategies for biodiversity protection and
sustainable management. The members agreed that such a workshop would be valuable in
aligning national efforts, fostering partnerships, and enhancing coordination among various
stakeholders involved in biodiversity conservation.

The Board authorized the Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate the planning and
organization of the workshop.

(2) Development of Biodiversity Forest at Kohliwala, Yamunangar

The Member Secretary apprised the Board members that the Government of Haryana has granted
approval for the establishment of a Biodiversity Forest at Kohliwala, Yamunanagar, and assured
that the required steps for its implementation will be undertaken.

The Board authorized the Member Secretary, HSBB to initiate the development and
further necessary action
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(h) Discussions on Animal Crossing Corridors.

Dr. Amit Kumar emphasized the seriousness of the issue and suggested conducting a survey that
could be submitted to the Government of Haryana for further action. In response, the Member
Secretary requested Dr. Amit to conduct a study and submit the report to the Board, after which
the study could be forwarded to the Forest Department and Wildlife Department for
consideration.

For Further Necessary Actions as per suggestions of Hon’ble Chairman.

i Mechanism for reviewing District Coordinators’ performance.
g p

The Chairman proposed establishing a mechanism to regularly review the performance of
District Coordinators. He emphasized the importance of providing continuous guidance and
support to the Coordinators to ensure the effective implementation of their responsibilities.
Additionally, it was suggested that periodic review meetings be conducted to assess their
progress, monitor ongoing activities, and identify areas for improvement. These reviews would
help ensure that the objectives set for the District Coordinators are being met and provide an
opportunity for feedback and further direction to enhance their performance.

() Development of Herbal Park at Faizpur in Yamuna Nagar District.

The Board discussed the development of an Herbal Park at Faizpur in Yamuna Nagar District.
This initiative aims to create a dedicated space for the cultivation, preservation, and promotion of
medicinal plants, with a focus on both local and indigenous species. The Herbal Park will serve
as a resource for research, education, and sustainable use of medicinal plants, benefiting local
communities, researchers, and the broader biodiversity conservation efforts in the region.

The members emphasized the importance of selecting a site that is ecologically suitable and
supports the growth of a wide range of medicinal plants. The park will also provide opportunities
for local farmers and communities to engage in the cultivation of these plants, generating
sustainable livelihoods and supporting traditional medicinal practices.

The Board authorized the Member Secretary to initiate the planning and development
process for the Herbal Park at Faizpur, including seeking the necessary approvals and
coordinating with relevant authorities.

(k)  Engagement of Chartered Accountant.
The Member Secretary proposed the engagement of an internal auditor to conduct
comprehensive audits and ensure financial compliance and transparency in all activities. The

Board approved for the engagement of Chartered Accountant.

The Board authorized the Member Secretary, HSBB for taking further necessary Actions.



14.4.17 CSR support for Biodiversity Conservation in accordance with the
provisions of Biological Diversity Act and Act 2002 and Biodiversity
Conservation Rules.

For Further Necessary action as per the suggestion of the Hon'ble Chairman, HSBB.

14.4.18 Designing and selection of Logo of Haryana State Biodiversity Board

Noting the absence of an appropriate official logo for the Board, the Member Secretary proposed
redesigning it by either inviting open submissions or collaborating with the Haryana School of
Design to develop logo options. Once the options are presented, the Board would review them to
finalize a design that accurately represents its values and objectives.

14.4.19 Any Other Agenda Item with Permission of the Chair

Sh. K C Meena, IFS suggested the regeneration of biodiversity in the Bawal block of Rewari.
This proposal aims to restore and enhance the local biodiversity by implementing sustainable
practices and conservation efforts. The focus would be on rejuvenating the natural habitats,
protecting endangered species, and promoting ecological balance in the area. By addressing
issues such as deforestation, habitat degradation, and pollution, this initiative seeks to create a
healthier environment and contribute to the overall conservation efforts in the region.

The Board Authorized the Member Secretary to take necessary action to implement this
initiative.

THE MEETING ENDED WITH THANKS OF THE CHAIR.
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Dr. Vivek Saxena, IFS Sh. Randeep Singh Jauhar
Member Secretary Chairman

HSBB, Panchkula HSBB, Panchkula



LIST OF MEMBERS

OF BOARD

ATTENDED THE 14"

ANNEXURE - A

MEETING OF

HARYANA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD HELD ON 26.11.2024 AT 10:30 AM

Sl Name of Designation Name of Mode
No Officer Department/
Institution
1. | Sh. Randeep Chairman HSBB Physical
Singh Jauhar
2. | Dr. Vivek Saxena, Member Secretary HSBB Physical
IFS
3. | Dr. Manoj Kumar Joint Director Horticulture Physical
4. | Dr. Surender G.D.O Animal Husbandry & Physical
Singh Duhan Dairying
5. | Dr. Saket Principal Scientist National Bureau of Plant Virtual
Niranjan Genetic Resources
6. | Dr. Kailash Chad Director National Bureau of Plant Virtual
Bhatt Genetic Resources
7. | Dr. Chandan Dua Ayurvedic Medical AYUSH, Haryana Virtual
Officer
8. | Dr. Amit Kumar Scientist - D Wildlife Institute of India Virtual
9. | Sh. O. P Godara ID(SC.) Department of Virtual
Agriculture and Farmers
welfare
10. | Sh, Ram Sardjal Chartered Accountant Jolly Associates Virtual
11. | Sh. K C Meena, PCCF(Development) Forest Department Physical
IFS




