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Dr. Rajeev Vats o

T he Rights of Persons with
A Disabilities Act, 2016 (RPwD
Act 2016)is a landmark legislation
that aims to protect and promote the
rights and dignity of persons with
disabilities in India. The Act was
enacted to give effect to the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, which India
ratified in 2007. The Act replaces the
carlier Persons with Disabilities (Equal
Opportunities, Protection of Rights
and Full Participation) Act, 1995,
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which was considered inadequate and

outdated in addressing the needs and

challenges of persons with disabilities
in the 21stcentury.

The Act has several salient features
that make it a progressive and inclusive
law. Some of these are:
¢ The Act expands the definition

of disability from seven to 21

conditions, covering a wide range

of physical, mental, intellectual,
and sensory impairments. The Act
also recognizes that disability is an
evolving and dynamic concept, and
empowers the central government

to notify any other condition as a

specified disability.

* The Act adopts a rights-based
approachand recognizes the inherent
dignity, autonomy, and equal worth
of persons with disabilities. The Act
prohibits discrimination based on
disability and mandates equality
of opportunity, full and effective

inclusion in

participation, and
society, respect for difference and
acceptance of disability as part of
human diversity, and accessibility

feieR 2023

and reasonable accommodation.
The Act enshrines various rights
and entitlements of persons with
disabilities, such as the right to
education, employment, social
security,  health, rehabilitation,
culture, recreation, and sporting
activities. The Act also provides
for special provisions for persons
with  benchmark  disabilities
(those with at least 40% of any
specified disability) and persons
with disabilities with high support
needs (those who require intensive
support or assistance to perform
daily activities).

and

duties

The Act
responsibilities on the appropriate
governments (central and state
governments) to take measures to
ensure the realization of the rights
of persons with disabilities. These
include
accessibility

to transport,
communication

imposes

awareness  campaigns,
standards,  access
information and
technology,
consumer goods, human resource
development, social audit, etc.
The Act provides for the registration
of institutions for persons with
disabilities and grants to such
institutions. The Act also lays down
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«“‘ frem awel | 33




J
) = |

S|

the procedure for certification of
specified disabilities by designated
authorities. The Act also establishes
the Central and State Advisory
Boards on Disability and the District
Level Committee to advise, monitor,
and review the implementation of
the Act.

The Act also provides for the
appointment  of the  Chief
and the State
Commissioners for Persons with
Disabilities, who are vested with the
powers of a civil court, to safeguard
the rights of persons with disabilities
and redress their grievances. The
Act also empowers the National and

Commissioner

@@
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State Human Rights Commissions

to monitor the implementation of
the Act.

The Act is a significant step towards
the empowerment and inclusion of
persons with disabilities in India. It
reflects the changing paradigm of
disability from a medical and welfare
model to a social and human rights
model. The Act also aligns India’s
legal framework with the international
standards and obligations under the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities. The Act is expected
to create a conducive environment for
persons with disabilities to enjoy their
rights and participate in all spheres of

life with dignity and respect.
Initiatives by the Government of
Haryana

The the
Government of Haryana considering
the RPwD Act 2016 is a complex and

ongoing process that involves various

implementation by

stakeholders and measures. Some of

the initiatives and achievements of the

State Government are:

» The State Government has
established the State Commissioner
for Persons with Disabilities, a
statutory body that monitors the
implementation of the RPwD
Act 2016 in the state. The
Commissionerate is a quasi-judicial
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body that can exercise the powers
of a civil and criminal court to
safeguard the rights of persons
with disabilities and redress their

grievances.
» The State Government has also
constituted the State Advisory

Board on Disability, which advises,
monitors, and reviews the policies
and programmes for persons with
disabilities in the state. The Board
consists of representatives from the
government, civil society, experts,
and persons with disabilities.
» The State Government has issued
and
implement  various  provisions
of the RPwD Act 2016,

as reservation in  education,

notifications circulars  to

such

employment, promotion, allocation
of land,
identification of posts, etc.

» The

issued guidelines for the registration

accessibility  standards,
State Government has also

and grant of institutions for persons
with disabilities.

» The State Government has launched
several schemes and programmes
for the welfare and empowerment
of persons with disabilities, such as
pensions, scholarships, loans, skill
development, assistive devices, etc.
The

implemented the Accessible India

State Government has also

Campaign, which aims to make
public buildings, transport and
information and communication
technology accessible for persons
with disabilities.

» The State Government has taken
steps to promote the health and

rehabilitation of persons with
disabilities, such as setting up
district  disability  rehabilitation

centres, early intervention centres,
special schools, etc.

» The
appointed designated authorities

State Government has also

for the certification of specified

disabilities and issued disability
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certificates to eligible persons.

» The
encouraged the participation and
inclusion of persons with disabilities
in various fields, such as sports,
culture, recreation, etc.

» The State  Government has
organized and supported various
events and activities for persons
with disabilities, such as State
and National-level competitions,
cultural festivals,
campaigns, etc.
These are some of the initiatives

fulfilled by the Government of

Haryana in light of the RPwD Act

2016. However, there is still scope

for improvement and challenges

such as ensuring

State Government has also

awareness

to overcome,

the effective implementation and
enforcement of the Act, addressing
the gaps and barriers in the existing
policies and programmes, enhancing
the coordination and collaboration
among the various departments and
agencies, ensuring the participation
and consultation of persons with
disabilities and their organizations,
etc. The State Government continues
to work towards the realization of the

rights and dignity of persons with
disabilities in the State.

Assistant Director
(Academic Cell)

Director General Secondary
Education, Panchkula
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\ &\ Happiness

You turn jinto what

you 'tune into...

l lnhappiness spreads more easily
than a physical disease. Are you

happy with what you are doing ? You
chose it willingly or you are doing it
under pressure. Either stop doing what
you are doing or drop the negativity
that your mind has created around you.
Is there any unwillingness? Express

ag
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your feelings freely. Did you know
that the negative energy you spread is
so harmful. Observe both your mental
and emotional levels. The subconscious
mind is absorbing every little thing we
experience.

Once a man was in a temporary job.
He had a strong desire for a regular
job. It was his belief that he will be
truly happy after having a regular job.

ter some time, he became regular.
He became happy but his happiness
did not last for long. Then he started
desiring a promotion. And like this he
always remained dissatisfied with his
life. Once he was sitting in a garden

with a disappointed heart. A Saint
passed from that way and he analyzed
his situation. The Saint approached
him and showed him the row of roses in
that garden. He asked him to pluck the
best rose from the flower bed. But the
condition was that he cannot go back.
The man saw many beautiful roses in
the row. But when we wanted to pluck
the rose, his mind was distracted by
his looking at another better rose. He
kept on moving like this and reached
the end of the row. There were only
dry and small roses remaining and he
chose one of such roses. He presented
that rose before the Saint. Then the
Saint revealed the fact that this garden
is considered as our life. We have a lot
of happy moments in life. But in the
desire of big celebrations, we lose those
small special moments. As a result, we
lose the chance to celebrate our life.
We must celebrate each and every
happy moment of our life with full
enthusiasm.

Whether your job is tedious or
someone about you is irritating or
dishonest, all these are irrelevant. Only
your thoughts about the situation
around you are justified. If you are
negative, you are destroying your
present by your own thoughts. The
people, who are in a deeply negative
state are destroying nature. It is
unbelievable but a fact. Unhappiness
is polluting not only your inner soul
but also the people around you, in
fact the whole human society. Now
judge your situation. Are you polluting
the world or cleaning the mess? If we
clear our inner pollution, then they
will also cease to create outer pollution
and spread happiness everywhere.
Everything has an impact on our being.
What we think, eat, watch or listen is
what our reality becomes. Even every
place has a vibration. The walls are
storing the past, present and future.
May we begin to raise our vibrations
and surround ourselves with only the
best.

Asstt. Professor,
Govt. College for Women, Jind
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mbarking on a career in archaeology

in India opens up a fascinating
journey through time, unearthing the
rich tapestry of the nation's history.
Archaeologists in India play a crucial
role in deciphering the past, connecting
the dots between ancient civilizations
and modern societies. This profession
combines science, history, and cultural
exploration, offering a unique blend of
academic rigor and fieldwork.

To delve into the world of Indian
archaeology, one must first understand
the diverse historical landscape that the
country offers. India boasts a history
spanning thousands of years, marked
by the rise and fall of numerous
civilizations, each leaving its imprint on
the land. From the mighty Indus Valley
Civilization to the great dynasties like
Maurya, Gupta, and the Mughals,
India's archaeological sites are treasure
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Career in Archaeology

T f

troves waiting to be explored.

The educational path to becoming
an archaeologist in India typically
involves pursuing a bachelor's degree

Career

in archaeology or related fields such
as history or anthropology. Several
universities and institutions across the

country offer undergraduate programs




Career
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with a focus on archaeology. A strong
foundation in history, anthropology,
and essential
for anyone aspiring to unravel the

cultural studies is
mysteries of India's past.
Post-graduation, many choose to
specialize in a specific era or region,
honing their expertise. Specializations
may range from maritime archaeology
along the coasts to exploring ancient
cave systems in central India. This
diversity

contribute to a wide array of research

allows  archaeologists  to
areas, ensuring a dynamic and engaging
career.

Fieldwork forms a crucial aspect
of an archacologist's journey. India's
archaeological sites are spread across
its vast expanse, from the Himalayan
foothills to the southern tip of the
subcontinent. Excavations in places

r &
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like Hampi, Khajuraho, and the
Rakhigarhi hands-on
experience, allowing archaeologists to
directly interact with historical artifacts
and structures. The thrill of uncovering

site  provide

artifacts buried for centuries, piecing
together the puzzle of the past, is an
unparalleled experience.

Apart from traditional excavation
methods, modern
has become an integral part of

technology

archaeological exploration in India.
Ground-penetrating  radar, LiDAR
(Light Detection and Ranging), and
GIS (Geographic Information System)
are employed to enhance the precision
and
surveys. This integration of technology

efficiency of archaeological
not only expedites the process but also
opens up new avenues for research and
analysis.

- 3 A

One of the challenges in the field
of archaeology in India is the delicate
balance between preservation and
development. Rapid urbanization and
infrastructure projects often encroach
upon historical sites, putting them at
risk. Archaeologists find themselves not
only as researchers but also as advocates
for the preservation of cultural heritage,
working to strike a balance between the
demands of progress and the need to
safeguard the past.

A career in Indian archaeology
is not confined to academia. Many
archaeologists find employment in
government museums,
and  cultural institutions.  The
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI),
established in 1861, is a key player
in the preservation and exploration

of India's historical sites. Working

agencies,
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with the ASI provides opportunities
to contribute to national heritage
management and policy formulation.
Public outreach isanother facet of an
archaeologist's role. Communicating
research findings to the general
public fosters a deeper appreciation
for India's history. This may involve
conducting workshops, lectures, or
contributing to documentaries that
bring the past to life. By bridging the
gap between academia and the public,
archaeologists contribute to a broader
understanding of cultural heritage.

Networking and  collaboration
are vital in the field of archaeology.
Collaborative projects wit
international  teams, participation

in conferences, and publication of
research findings in peer-reviewed
journals contribute to the global
historical
interconnectedness  of

discourse  on studies.
The the
archaeological community allows for
the exchange of ideas, methodologies,
and findings, enriching the collective
understanding of our shared human
history.

Career

Financial considerations can be a
concern for budding archaeologists, as
funding for research projects may be
limited. However, grants, fellowships,
and collaborations with institutions
can provide avenues for financial
support. Passion for the subject often
drives individuals to overcome these
challenges, as the
of uncovering the past transcends
monetary concerns.

In conclusion, a career inarchaeology
in India is a multidimensional journey
through time, culture, and discovery.

intrinsic  value

It requires a blend of academic
acumen, fieldwork skills, technological
proficiency, and a passion for
unraveling the mysteries of the past.
From the plains of the Indus to the
peaks of the Himalayas, archaeologists
in India contribute significantly to our
understanding of humanity's shared
heritage. As we explore various career
choices, let's reflect on the timeless
journey that is archaeology and the
endless possibilities it offers for those
who seek to uncover the secrets buried
beneath the sands of time.
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Navigating Indian Winter Diseases:
A Seasonal Health Outlook

As the temperature drops across
the diverse landscapes of India, winter
brings the scorching
heat but introduces a unique set of
health challenges. Understanding and

preparing for the prevalent winter

relief from

diseases is crucial for maintaining well-
being during this season.
1. Respiratory Infections:

One of the most common health
concerns during Indian winters is the
rise in respiratory infections. The drop
in temperature creates an environment
conducive to viruses like influenza,
leading to an increased incidence of
colds, flu, and bronchitis. Dry air
exacerbates
emphasizing

respiratory  discomfort,
the importance of
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preventive measures such as regular
hand washing, vaccination, and
maintaining indoor humidity levels.
2. Asthma Exacerbation:
individuals with asthma,
winter poses specific risks. Cold air
can trigger asthma symptoms, causing
increased respiratory distress. Proper
management involves using preventive
inhalers, staying warm, and avoiding
exposure to extreme cold. Education
about recognizing early signs of an
asthma attack is vital for prompt
intervention.
3. Seasonal Allergies:

Winter allergies, often overlooked,
are triggered by indoor allergens such
as dust mites, pet dander, and mold.

For

Symptoms include sneezing, itching,
and nasal congestion. Mitigating these
allergies involves regular cleaning,

using air purifiers, and ensuring proper
ventilation in indoor spaces.
4. Joint Pains and Arthritis:

Cold weather exacerbates joint pain,
particularly for those with arthritis.
Managing these conditions requires
strategies to maintain joint warmth,
including appropriate clothing, regular
exercise, and staying hydrated. The
winter months demand extra attention
to joint health to minimize discomfort
and maintain mobility.

5. Vector-Borne Diseases:

While mosquito-borne diseases are

more associated with the monsoon,
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some regions experience a resurgence
in winter. Stagnant water in cooler
a breeding
ground for mosquitoes, leading to

temperatures  becomes
continued cases of diseases like dengue
and chikungunya. Ongoing preventive
measures, including mosquito
repellents and eliminating breeding
sites, are crucial in curbing the spread
of these diseases.

6. Hypothermia and Frostbite:

In the northern regions of India,
where temperatures can plummet,
hypothermia and frostbite become
genuine concerns. Adequate clothing,
staying dry, and minimizing exposure
to extreme cold are essential for
these cold-related
conditions. Awareness of the symptoms

preventing

and prompt action are crucial in

mitigating the risks associated with

prolonged exposure to severe cold.

7. Gastrointestinal Infections:
Winter doesn't

risk of gastrointestinal

the

infections.

eliminate
Contaminated water and food can still

lead to conditions like gastroenteritis.
Practicing good hygiene, consuming

iR 2023

safe water and food, and maintaining
sanitation are crucial in preventing

these infections. Awareness of the
potential risks associated with winter-
related food and waterborne illnesses is
vital for maintaining digestive health.
8. Vitamin D Deficiency:
Despite  sunny  days,

contributes to vitamin D deficiency

winter

Health

J?MI

due to reduced sunlight exposure.
This deficiency can lead to various

health including weakened

bones. Combating this requires dietary

issues,

supplements and intentional efforts to
spend time outdoors during daylight
hours. Public awareness campaigns
about the importance of vitamin D
and its sources can play a significant
role in addressing this concern.
Conclusion:

As winter settles across India,
it brings a nuanced set of health
challenges that demand attention and
proactive measures. From respiratory
infections to cold-related conditions
and ongoing risks of vector-borne
diseases, a comprehensive approach to
health is essential. Public awareness,
and medical
intervention collectively form the
pillars  of safeguarding individuals
and communities during this season.
By understanding and addressing the
specific health risks associated with
Indian winters, we can navigate the

education, timely

season with resilience and well-being.
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urpurab, also  known  as
Guru Nanak Jayant, holds
immense significance in Sikhism,

commemorating the birth anniversary
of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder
of Sikhism and the first of the ten
Sikh Gurus. This auspicious occasion
is celebrated with great fervor and
devotion by millions of Sikhs around

the world. The

significance  of

Gurpurab extends beyond religious
boundaries, encompassing spiritual,
cultural, and social dimensions.

Guru Nanak Dev Ji, born in 1469
in the town of Nankana Sahib (now
in Pakistan), was a visionary and a
spiritual leader whose teachings laid
the foundation for Sikhism. His life
and teachings emphasized oneness,
equality, compassion, and devotion

Signicance of Gurpurab

to God. Gurpurab serves as a time
for Sikhs to reflect on Guru Nanak's
profound teachings and to renew their
commitment to living a life guided by
these principles.

One of the central tenets of Guru
Nanak's teachings is the concept of "Ik
Onkar" or "One God." He emphasized
the unity of all humanity, regardless of
caste, creed, or gender. Gurpurab serves
as a reminder of this universal message,
promoting harmony and tolerance
among people of different faiths and
backgrounds.

The celebrations of Gurpurab
typically begin with Akhand DPath,
a continuous reading of the Guru
Granth Sahib, the holy scripture of
Sikhism. This reading is done in the
days leading up to the main celebration
day. Sikhs also engage in kirtan
(devotional singing) and participate
in processions known as Nagar Kirtan,
where the Guru Granth Sahib is carried
in a decorated palanquin through the
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streets, accompanied by singing and
chanting.

The langar, a community kitchen
that provides free meals to all, is an
integral part of Gurpurab celebrations.
This practice underscores the Sikh
principle of seva (selfless service) and
equality, as people from all walks of life,
regardless of their social or economic
status, come together to share a
meal. Gurpurab serves as a poignant
reminder of the importance of selfless
service and compassion towards others.

Beyond its spiritual and cultural
significance, Gurpurab also holds
social relevance. It provides an
opportunity for Sikhs to strengthen
community bonds, fostering a sense of
unity and solidarity. The celebrations
often include charitable activities, such
as blood donation camps, tree planting
drives, and community service projects,
reflecting the Sikh commitment to
social welfare.

Moreover, Gurpurab is a time
for  self-reflection and  spiritual
introspection. Sikhs use this occasion
to assess their own adherence to the
principles laid down by Guru Nanak
and to renew their commitment to
leading a righteous and compassionate
life. The celebrations serve as a spiritual
rejuvenation, inspiring individuals to
strive for personal growth and moral
integrity.

In conclusion, Gurpurab is a
multifaceted celebration that goes
beyond religious observance. Itis a time
to commemorate the life and teachings
of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, embrace the
principles of oneness and equality,
engage in selfless service, strengthen
community bonds, and foster spiritual
growth. The significance of Gurpurab
resonates not only within the Sikh
community but also holds universal
relevance, promoting values that
are essential for a harmonious and
compassionate world.
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A World in Pieces

From the continental drift,
To man's wars and rifts,

We have been drifting apart.
From beginning to start,
Mankind with broken hearts.
Not heeding science or art.

Lost souls torn asunder,
Monumental blunders.
Yet no one surrenders.
Days of dark foreboding,
Storm clouds and thunder.

Where are we headed,

I wonder?

Oh can we not ourselves teach?
To be attached yet detached,
Like the enlightened one told,
In body, yet in soul.

Not a world in pieces,

But united in peace.

Try to emulate Buddha,
In parts, if not whole.

Dr. Deviyani Singh
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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ita Jayanti, the auspicious day that

marks the birth of the Bhagavad
Gita, holds immense significance in
Hinduism and beyond. Comprising
around 700 verses, the Bhagavad Gita
is a sacred scripture that forms part of
the Indian epic, Mahabharata. It is a
conversation between Lord Krishna and
the warrior prince Arjuna, taking place

on the battlefield of Kurukshetra. Gita

calendar, usually in December.

1.

Philosophical Wisdom: The
Bhagavad Gita is a profound
philosophicaland spiritual discourse
that delves into various aspects
of life, duty, and righteousness.
It addresses the moral dilemmas
faced by individuals and provides
guidance on how to navigate
through the complexities of life.

Jayanti is celebrated on the Ekadashi of 2. Universal Relevance: Despite its

the Shukla Paksha (bright fortnight) of
the Margashirsha month in the Hindu

roots in Hinduism, the teachings
of the Bhagavad Gita are universal

and applicable to people of all
faiths and walks of life. The themes
of duty, righteousness, and the path
to self-realization resonate across
cultural and religious boundaries.

Pathways to Liberation: The
Gita outlines different paths to
spiritual realization, emphasizing
the importance of selfless action
(Karma Yoga), devotion (Bhakti
Yoga), and knowledge (Jnana Yoga).
It serves as a comprehensive guide
for individuals seeking a deeper
understanding of their existence
and the ultimate purpose of life.

. Ethical and Moral Guidance:

The Gita imparts ethical and
moral lessons, advocating for
righteousness and justice. Arjuna's
moral dilemma on the battlefield
reflects the internal conflicts
individuals face in upholding
principles while navigating worldly
responsibilities.

. Inner Conflict Resolution: Gita

Jayanti is a reminder of the inner
battles individuals encounter daily.
Arjuna's inner conflict and Lord
Krishna's guidance symbolize the
eternal struggle between right and
wrong, duty and desire, providing
insights into effective conflict
resolution.
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6. Leadership and Decision-Making;:
The Bhagavad Gita is a manual for
leadership and decision-making.
Arjuna, as a leader, faces the
responsibility of leading his army
in a righteous war. The Gita's
teachings guide leaders in making
ethical decisions while balancing
their duties.

7. Devotion to God: Gita Jayanti
encourages devotion to God as a
means of achieving spiritual growth.
The concept of surrendering to the
divine will and performing one's
duties without attachment is a
central theme, emphasizing the
importance of humility and faith.

8. Yoga and Meditation: The Gita lays
the foundation for various forms
of yoga, including meditation. It
teaches the importance of self-
discipline  and  concentration,
leading to a focused mind and a
deeper connection with the divine.

9. Celebration of Wisdom: Gita
Jayanti is a celebration of wisdom,
knowledge, and the timeless
teachings embedded in the
Bhagavad Gita. It serves as an
annual reminder for individuals
to revisit these teachings, reflect
on their own lives, and strive for
personal and spiritual growth.

10. Cultural and Spiritual Heritage:
The celebration of Gita Jayanti
contributes to the preservation and
promotion of India's rich cultural
and spiritual heritage. It reinforces
the importance of passing down
these ancient scriptures to future
generations, ensuring  their
continued relevance.

In conclusion, Gita Jayanti is not just

a religious observance but a celebration

of timeless wisdom that transcends

religious and cultural boundaries.

It provides guidance for leading a

righteous life, resolving inner conflicts,

and achieving spiritual enlightenment,
making it a significant and revered
occasion for millions around the world
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The Echoes of Emptiness

She lay weeping where you had left her,
Her friends watching over her murmured.

But she made no move and didn't reply.
It was like her entire life had left her side.

Like an empty room devoid of life,
No sound, no movement, no strife.
No cries or laughter to be heard,
No love or hate, not even a word.

The deafening silence echoed like a tomb,
A deep void that engulfed all her gloom.

And even though you weren't in the room
She stared from dawn till the shadows loomed.

A badly broken heart and shattered dreams,
Intense pain, tears, but no sound or screams,
Emanated from her dry, parched, empty throat.
Like a ship that's shelled but somehow still afloat.

Empty was the raw void you left within her soul.
A hollow shell, a wound, a gash, a gaping hole.
No joy, hope, or light could ever its way find,
To illuminate the barren wasteland of her mind.

Dr. Deviyani Singh
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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"The Enchanted Pencil"

Once upon a time in the vibrant

town of Chandanpur, nestled
between rolling hills and meandering
rivers, there lived a young girl named
Anaya. Anaya was a bright and curious
student at the local government school,
where she eagerly attended classes each
day. However, there was something
quite extraordinary about Anaya — she
possessed a magical pencil.
This enchanted pencil had been
a gift from her grandmother, who
claimed it had been passed down
through generations in their family.
Anaya's grandmother had told her
that the pencil held the power to bring
drawings to life. At first, Anaya was
skeptical, but one day, as she doodled a
playful elephant something incredible
happened — the elephant jumped off
the page and started dancing around
the room.
From that day forward, Anaya's
enchanted pencil became her most
cherished possession. She kept it a
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secret, sharing the magical world it
created only with her closest friend,
Arjun. The two friends spent their
afternoons exploring the wonders that
Anaya's pencil could create.

One sunny afternoon, as Anaya and
Arjun sat beneath the ancient banyan
tree in the school courtyard, they
decided to draw a magical adventure.
Anaya sketched a door that opened to a

world filled with candy-colored clouds
and talking animals, and together, they
stepped through.

In this enchanting world, they
encountered a wise old owl named
Ojas who spoke in riddles and a
mischievous monkey named Mithun
who loved playing pranks. The friends
laughed, danced, and even helped a

group of friendly sprites organize a




grand celebration.

However, the magical world was not
all fun and games. Anaya and Arjun
soon discovered that a wicked sorceress
named Kamini was spreading darkness
across the land. With the guidance of
Ojas, the wise owl, they learned that
the only way to defeat Kamini was
to find the legendary Crystal of Light
hidden deep within the Enchanted
Forest.

The journey to the Enchanted
Forest was fraught with challenges.
They traversed through dense jungles,
crossed treacherous rivers, and faced
riddles that tested their wit. Along the
way, they met new friends like Tara, a
brave tiger, and Neel, a playful river
spirit. Together, they formed a team to
overcome the obstacles in their path.

As they neared the heart of the
Enchanted Forest, they encountered
magical creatures guarding the Crystal
of Light. The creatures, however, were
not hostile. They explained that only
those with pure hearts and a genuine
desire to protect the world could
access the crystal's power.

Anaya and her friends passed
the test, and the Crystal of Light
bestowed upon them a radiant
energy that filled their beings
with courage and strength.
Armed with this newfound v
power, they set out to
confront Kamini and free
the magical world from her dark

influence.

The final battle against Kamini
was fierce. The sorceress unleashed
dark spells and summoned shadowy
creatures, but Anaya, Arjun, and their
friends stood united. Anaya, with her
magical pencil, drew a shield of light
that protected them from Kamini's
dark magic. Arjun, guided by Tara the
tiger, courageously confronted
Kamini and convinced her to
abandon her wicked ways.

In a surprising twist,
Kamini, touched by the
sincerity of  Arjun's
words, chose to

change her path.
With the Crystal
of Light's healing
energy, Kamini
transformed
guardian of the enchanted

into a

2
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world, using her magical abilities to
undo the darkness she had unleashed.

As a reward for their bravery and
compassion, the magical world gifted
Anaya and Arjun with a special token —
a golden key that could transport them
to the enchanted realm whenever they
desired. With gratitude in their hearts,
they bid farewell to their new friends,
promising to return whenever the need
arose.

Back in the familiar surroundings
of Chandanpur, Anaya and Arjun
continued to attend their school with
a newfound appreciation for the magic
that education could bring to their lives.
Anaya's enchanted pencil remained a
cherished secret, a reminder that even
in the ordinary, there was extraordinary
potential waiting to be discovered.

The tale of Anaya and her magical
adventures spread throughout the
town, inspiring other children to
dream big and find the magic within
themselves. The school courtyard,
once a simple gathering place, became
a hub of creativity and imagination as
children shared stories, drawings, and
dreams.

And so, in the heart of Chandanpur,
where hills whispered stories and
rivers carried the wisdom of ages, the
magic of Anaya's enchanted pencil
continued to thrive, lighting up the
lives of Indian school children with the
boundless possibilities that education
and imagination could unlock.
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1. Gorillas are considered apes, not monkeys. The way to

distinguish between an ape and a monkey is that apes
do not have tails.

2. Influenza caused over twenty-one million deaths in 1918.

3. English sailors were referred to as "limeys" because sailors
added lime juice to their diet to combat scurvy.

4. Ukrainian people celebrate Christmas on January 7th,
which is the Orthodox Christmas Day.
5. Early Romans used to use porcupine quills as toothpicks.
6. The longest human beard on record is 17.5 feet, held by
Hans N. Langseth who was born in Norway in 1846.
7. Honey is used sometimes for antifreeze mixtures and in
the center of golf balls.

8. The size of a raindrop is around 0.5 mm - 2.5 mm, and
they fall from the sky on average 21 feet per second.

9. In the United States, the first cookbook was published
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in 1796 and it contained a recipes for watermelon rind
pickles.

10. The word "walkman" was included in the Oxford English
Dictionary in 1986.

11. A headache and inflammatory pain can be reduced by
eating 20 tart cherries.

12.In 1884, Dr. Hervey D. Thatcher invented the milk
bottle.

13. Some Ribbon worm will eat themselves if they cannot
find food. This type of worm can still survive after eating
up to 95% of its body weight.

14. The only 15 letter word that can be spelled without
repeating a letter is "uncopyrightable."

15. Singer Chaka Khan came out with a line of chocolates
called "Chakalates."

16. The scarlet tanager, a songbird native to Illinois, can eat as
many as 2,100 gypsy-moth caterpillars in one hour.

17. To make one raindrop of water, it takes approximately a
million cloud droplets.

18. At 120 miles per hour, a Formula One car generates so
much downforce that it can drive upside down on the
roof of a tunnel.

19. The smallest bone in the human body is the stapes bone
which is located in the ear.

20. India used to be the richest country in the world until the
British invasion in the early 17th Century.

21. Some African tribes refer to themselves as "motherhoods"
instead of families.

22. Between 1902 and 1907, the same tiger killed 434 people
in India.

23. In Russia, when flowers are given for a romantic occasions,
flowers are given in odds numbers as even number of
flowers is given at funerals only.

24. Next to man, the porpoise is the most intelligent creature
on earth.

25.The hippopotamus has the capability to remain
underwater for as long as twenty-five minutes.

26. The Australian box-jellyfish has eight eyes.

27. A sheep, a duck and a rooster were the first passengers in
a hot air balloon.

28. The liquid inside young coconuts can be used as substitute
for blood plasma.

29. There are more than 2,000 different varieties of cheese in
the world.

https://greatfacts.com
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. What capital city of the Indian state
of Madhya Pradesh became famous
for the 1984 gas poisoning disaster
at Dow Chemicals' Union Carbide
plant? Bhopal

What, according to Forbes
magazine in 2011 "...achieved in
7 years what the CIA could not in
60, i.e., knowing what 800million
people think, read and listen to..." ?
Facebook
The French term ligne (equating to
'line' in English) is used by makers
of watches, buttons and hats as
an expression of: Size; Hardness;
Quality; or Circular perfection?
Size

The international SOLAS treaty,
passed two years after after the
1912 Titanic sinking, stands for
what? Safety Of Life At Sea
The word husband is derived from
the ancient Old Norse meanings of
'house' and what activity: Farming;
Hunting; Fighting; or Child-
rearing? Farming

Who wrote The Stepford Wives,
Rosemary's Baby, and The Boys
from Brazil? Ira Levin

Name the controversial guest
character, subject to European

KNOWLEDGE

extradition proceedings, appearing
in the 500th edition of The
Simpsons TV animation series?
Julian Assange

8. Cymraeg refers to what nation's
language, in its own language?
Wales/Welsh

9. The European/Asian slow worm
(Anguis) is what sort of animal:
Snake; Lizard; Eel; or Earthworm?
Lizard

10. Spell the surname of the notable
German writer and philosopher:
Nietzch; Neitsche; Nietzsche; or
Nietzche; or Neitzche? Nietzsche

11.Piscine Molitor Patel is better
known by what highly abbreviated
name, being the central character
of an eponymously titled novel? Pi

12.SOPA, the 2011/12 USA bill
addressing  internet  copyright
infringement stands for what? Stop
Online Piracy Act

13. Name the

UK  government

GK. e |

minister in the news in 2012 for

bible
distribution and a new royal yache?
Michael Gove

14. The Venetian island of Murano
is noted for its
traditional manufacture of what

his initiatives for schools

centuries-old

material in decorative form? Glass

15. 'Guerilla" street art attributed to
'Banski' became a notable feature of
what capital city in 20122 Moscow

16. The fashionable Belstaff clothing
label was founded in Staffordshire
UK in 1924 initally to produce
protective  waterprooof clothing

Fishermen;
Policemen; or Deep-sea divers?
Motorcyclists

17. 'Data Pool 3' refers to millions
of documents provided to police
investigators by what organization?
News Corporation

18. What mixed drink takes its name
from the Spanish for 'bleeding'?
Sangria

19. What instrument is the basis of the
occupational name for a stringed
instrument maker, notably of
violins and guitars? Lute

20. The printing/publishing term
'vox nihili' referring to a useless or
redundant word, especially from an
error, literally means what? Voice
of nothing

https://www.businessballs.com/quiz/

quiz-423-general-knowledge/

for: Motorcyclists;
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