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What should you

do?

In my view you should explore yourself
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| s Positivity

Turn your

Negatlves into’ Posltlves

Dr. Himanshu Garg o

A_ II of us experience hardships and

ifficult situations at some point
in life. It is an unavoidable part of life.
No matter what negative situation you
are in, it is there for a reason, otherwise
you wouldn't have it in your life.

We all get negative situations and if
we keep punishing ourselves for them,
it becomes a habit and we will find it
very tiresome to let them go and move
on to more positive choices. If you
keep repeating words of hatred like-
I hate my friends....I hate my job...

o
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I hate my illness etc. Definitely these
negative statements cannot attract any
love or good. The love or hatred ex-
pended in our life is created by us only.

Once we realize this, then we can
find positives from our negatives.
Whatever our negatives are, we can
learn to fulfill our needs in more posi-

tive ways to make life happy and peace-
ful. However if we really look within
and are honest with ourselves we will
find positive ways.

I also experienced one serious set-
back some years ago. My mobile was
stolen and I realized that I have lost
thousands of the contact details, pre-
cious documents, pics of memorable
moments with that mobile. I was feel-
ing so helpless. I even wept for all that.
But then I managed that situation only
by positive thoughts. Instead of weep-
ing, I got my old number blocked and
regenerated my same contact number.
Then I analyzed my past situation with
the lost mobile. I really needed a 4G
mobile with better features to work
properly. I thanked God to give me

the chance to purchase a new more
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featured 4G mobile. I again thanked
God for blessing me with the compa-
ny of friends and family members. I
lost those pics but still I can click more
fabulous pics with them. For getting
contact details, I changed my status
on social media about mobile lost and
requested them to send their mobile
numbers with reference. I was able to
get most of the contact details again. I
also sent my lost mobile's IMEI num-
ber for tracking its location. Believe it,
this time I have no regret that I lost my
mobile. Rather I have great excitement
for my new 4G Mobile.

Some other examples are-

*If you lost your job then instead of
getting angry, revengeful, and discour-
aged, you can use the opportunity to
find a better job or to start your own
business.

*If your partner has cheated you
then instead of getting angry and tak-
ing revenge, choose to humiliate your
partner, or find a more compatible
partner, or learn to enjoy being single
and less co-dependent.

*If you experience monetary prob-
lems instead of feeling helpless or
thinking bad you can start to learn to
manage your finances better and you
can solve the problem by thinking of
a good idea.

*If any health problem comes. In-
stead of feeling helpless and negative,
patients should congratulate them-
selves for finding a safe way to have
their needs met.

We have to understand that what-
ever issue or problem we have, we con-
tributed in creating it in order to han-
dle certain situations.

Turn all your negatives into positive
and feel the astonishing change in your
life....

Asstt. Professor
Govt. College for women,

Jind ( Hr.)
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The Raven's Spring Song

Come, death is calling
The sky is blue
She leads you by the hand

There's no time to bid adieu.

There's a strange peace
One you never knew
When you lived the life

You thought would continue.

Strange those interludes
Music to the ears

Now, I hear prayers
I've never heard before

Had they drowned in life's
furore?

Come, death is calling
We cannot participate
We must await patiently
At death's gate.

Come, death is calling

She has buried love and hate
Why is it that you weep
When you hear of a stranger's
fate?

Perhaps, you are born again
A tender, spring bud anew
Perhaps, you did not know
things
Grey skies hid from view.

- Purobi Menon
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t was Holi and as we got off the

bus from Delhi to Kullu we were
mobbed by the local boys.

I warned my pretty friend Diva, -

“Whatever you do, don't run; coolly
allow them to put a tika.”

She panicked and the mob chased
and colored her in horrid green slime.
Thus our trek got an ominous start
with all of us looking like the Hulk. We
reached Naggar, a hamlet full of Ger-
man Bakeries. We gobbled up pretzels
and rested the night there in a seedy
guest house. We were to set off early
in the morning but we woke late. Two
of the boys went and found two young
chaps to guide us to the Chanderkhani
pass and Malana village. Guides were
scarce as everyone was in a holiday

ae
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mood.

We were a total of eleven peo-
ple - two guides, seven boys, and two
girls. We were carrying a small stove
and some rations. After a breakfast of
over-sweetened milky daliya (wheat
porridge) and oodles of tea, we were
handed out two boiled eggs and a small
packet of roasted moong daal each
which was to be our mobile lunch.
Our guides were wearing gum boots.
For that matter none of us had prop-
er mountaineering clothes or equip-
ment. We were at that reckless age as
college fresher’s when nothing seemed
to daunt us. We were just out to have
loads of fun and make the most of a
long weekend; or so we thought.

We passed through a thick forest of
deodars, blue pines, apple, walnut, oak,
and cherry trees. There were vibrant
flowering rhododendron trees. Their
blossoms fell on the path in an invit-
ing red carpet. Then followed a hard-
er ascend. The thick alpine vegetation
turned sparse with small shrubs. Then
the snowline began. At first it was just

ankle deep snow which we happi-
ly trekked through, soon after it was
thigh deep. That’s when the trouble be-
gan. Our so called professional guides
kept stopping to empty their snow
filled gum boots. One of the guides —
Yeshe, a Nepali, was very religious and
superstitious. His family had sent him
off to a monastery to become a monk,
but he had run away. Now he was con-
vinced he was cursed and to ward off
evil spirits he kept muttering mantras.
He stopped to offer prayers at stone
shrines along the way and strung up
Buddhist prayer flags. One of the boys
Rambo claimed to be a great photog-
rapher with lots of trekking experience
but we found out otherwise.

“Wait yarr. I gotta take pics Yarr.” —
Rambo kept stopping to take photos,
which we found was just an excuse for
him to catch his breath. Another boy
Tony was a chain smoker and very fond
of drinking. A few hours into the trek,
he found out exactly what abusing your
lungs and liver can do to your stamina.

"I will not touch cigarettes or booze
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from now on, ‘kasam se’.” Tony vowed
right there, fingers placed on his Ad-
ams apple.

Occasionally someone would give a
loud yelp when they sunk deep in the
snow or caught their feet in the snow
covered roots of trees. It had been
about three hours since we began and
Rambo, Tony and the guides were lag-
ging behind. Even we girls were walk-
ing at a better pace than them. When
we halted for a lunch break they pulled
out a bottle of apple brandy and took
swigs in turn. Tony’s eyes lit up. We
went on walking till evening fell. Ram-
bo imagined something was following
us and one of his photographs showed
a blurry brown object in the bushes but
everyone laughed at him attributing it
to his trembling hands. We reached a
ledge giving us a breathtaking view of
the Dhauladhar ranges. The light be-
gan to fade but we were nowhere near
our destination yet.

“There should have been some ba-
karwals (shepherds) huts, but they may
have been buried in the snow.” - Our
guide declared to our horror that we
were lost! We panicked as we were
not carrying any tents. After scout-
ing around quite a bit for shelter we

22 el 7% =

found only a little overhang of a rock
face with barely enough space to keep
the stove. We cooked some 'khichri',
melted snow and took small sips of the
blackish warm water. We all huddled
together placing our mats and sleeping
bags in a row. None of us managed to
sleep. Rambo imagined he was getting
frostbite. “They will have to cut off my
toes yarr. ‘Main langra ho jaunga’.” He
lamented. The guides and Tony how-
ever were in high spirits; courtesy the

apple brandy.

‘p
Story ;,g" it'
LY
e

In the chill of the moonless night,

Yeshe regaled us with stories of ghosts
and Himalayan myths, including that
of the Big Foot (the abominable snow-
man called Meh-Teh in Tibetian folk-
lore). Mountaineers had reported over
the years seeing his footprints and had
taken photographs. Yeshe exaggerat-
ed gesticulating wildly - "The Yed is
like an ape 10 to 20 feet tall. My Fa-
ther send me to Pangboche monastery
where the Yeti scalp and hand is kept.”
(Sic)




Yeshe was whispering now - “One
night I open locks and touch scalp with
my bare hands. After that every night I
dream Yeti chasing me as he very angry.

I so frightened I run away.”

I drifted off into an exhausted stu-
por and dreamt that there was a warm
cave full of goodies just behind us
and the Yeti was sitting inside eating

candy and blowing bubbles of Hub-

ba Bubba gum. We got up at the first
light of dawn. I went around the rocky
outcrop to relieve myself and was star-
tled by a blur of movement. Thinking
it to be a bear I rushed back but my
teammates dismissed it as effects of
strong winds. Someone got the stove
going and served maggi noodles. It
looked like frozen white worms as it
got stone cold the moment we put it

on our plates. I tried to shove it down
my throat to regain some strength; I
was feeling head-achy and dehydrated.
I spotted Diva washing her face with
melted snow and thereafter lining her
eyes with kajal. The boys all laughed
at her vanity. Thankfully the weather
was stable throughout the night and
the morning was clear and sunny. The
guides had confided that they were
not professionals and wanted to make
some easy money. Yeshe used to keep
something wrapped in a plastic pack-
et. I thought it must have been either
hashish, or money but he wouldn’t let
anyone see it.

After this the group was divided.
Half wanted to turn back and the oth-
ers wanted to go up further. We decid-
ed to leave six people at the makeshift
camp and five of us went ahead to scout
for a path and if possible get help. Tony
gladly volunteered to stay back and
sit sipping apple brandy along with a
guide. So I, three boys and Yeshe went
ahead. We walked for nearly two hours
and still couldn find a path. Higher
up it was all ice and extremely slippery.
We kept walking for another two hours
hoping to reach the village by after-
noon. We came across a huge ridge of
ice and stopped. “The village is in val-
ley beyond the ridge, come, come.” —
Yeshe exclaimed. We were ill equipped
for this kind of climbing. Moving at a
snail’s pace to keep from slipping we
managed to inch across the ridge but
then came upon another very precar-
ious stretch of ice. It looked firm but
there must have been a crevice coated
with a thin layer of ice. Before I knew it
I fell deep inside. That’s the last thing I
remember as I screamed my head off in
excruciating pain and passed out.

I don't know how long I remained
unconscious as I had lost count of
time. When I came to, I was in a dark
cave. My face was covered with ice but
strangely T was still warm. I took off
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my gloves and checked for frostbite.
I could not move my right leg. I real-
ized I had fractured my ankle. I heard
a rustling sound and lay perfectly still.
Another whistling sound — "swoosh."
Something warm brushed against me. I
was unable to see anything in the pitch
dark. I thought it was the fur lining of
my parka that had pressed against my
cheek. T found some frozen berries.
The ice melted in my mouth and I re-
alized how thirsty and hungry I was. I
ate all the berries forgetting the danger
I was in for a while. I crawled on all
fours till the edge of the cave. Outside
it was broad daylight and I squinted
against the rising sun. I was greeted
with the stunning view of the Deo Tib-
ba covered in pristine snow but my joy
was short lived as when I looked down
I froze in terror. The cave was in a steep
rock face and below me was a sheer
drop. How the hell had I landed up
here? My brain wasnt really working
so I crawled back inside. I was startled
to see the outline of what looked like
a huge ape. It was over 7 feet tall and
touched the roof of the cave as it stood
up on two hind legs. I tried to get away
but it growled at me exposing big ca-
nines. I stumbled and hit my head on
a sharp rock and warm blood ran into
my eyes. I could see the hazy outline
of the creature approaching me as I
swooned...

The next thing I knew when I came
to I had reached back near the crevice I
had fallen into. I saw a search party in
the vicinity and shouted. They rushed
to my side, quickly wrapped me in
blankets, and put me on a makeshift
stretcher.

They were about to lift me up
when a member of the search party
exclaimed-

“Come see these footprints. They
are huge and in the shape of human
feet ... but too big to be human.”

“Who would dare to walk barefoot
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in the snow? They can’t be human.”
The leader said.

They followed the footprints and
they ended abruptly over a steep prec-
ipice. So whatever it was that had car-
ried me there had either jumped off or
climbed down that impossible steep
cliff. The next day another search par-
ty was sent. They rappelled over the
cliff face, however no trace of any cave
could be found. But I had gone missing
for two whole days and I possibly could
not have survived lying in the snow
crevice. Some said it was a sort of mir-
acle that I was insulated by the snow
in a sort of ice igloo. Others thought I
was hallucinating because of hypother-
mia. Turns out we had been well and
truly lost and instead of heading to the
village we were headed in the opposite
direction to even higher altitudes. The
rest of my three companions, except
Yeshe who disappeared and then found
his way back were found by some pro-
fessional mountaineers. They had al-
most given up hope that I would still

be alive. No one believed my story but
I knew for sure that I was the only one
in the world that had met the living
legend - the Himalayan Yeti. The myth
was real and the Yeti was not dangerous
but an intelligent mammal that had fed
and kept me warm for two days before
placing me near the rescue team.

Yeshe came and helped me to prop
myself up on my hospital bed. “Yeti
saving Maam is good omen. I think
that now this curse after I touched the
sacred scalp is over.” He held my hand,
touched it to his forehead, bowed and
left. When I opened my palm I found a
bit of what looked like a beast’s brown
hair wrapped in a bit of plastic...

Disclaimer : This story is a work
of fiction and a product of the au-
thor's imagination. Any resemblance
to actual persons or events is purely
coincidental.

Editor, Shiksha Saarthi

deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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MEDIA AND MASS COMMUNICA-
TION JOURNALISM
Introduction

Journalism includes preparation of
written, visual, or audio material en-
visioned for dissemination through
public media with reference to factu-
al, ongoing events of public concern.
It deals with broadcast world such as
TV and Radio, Web journalism, Print
Journalism etc. There are also courses
in particular areas of journalism like
sports, television, photo, press law etc.
Courses
1. B.J (Bachelor of Journalism)
2. B.J.M.C (Bachelor of Journalism
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and Mass Communication)

3. B.A - ].M.C (Bachelor of Arts in
Journalism and Mass Communi-
cation)

4. B.C.J (Bachelor of Communica-

tion and Journalism)

B.M.M (Bachelor of Mass Media)

6. B.J (Hons) (Bachelor of Journal-
ism (Honours))

n

7. B.A - Mass Communication
(Bachelor of Arts in Mass Com-
munication)

Eligibility

» For Post graduate degree courses:
BA in journalism.
» There is also PG diploma in jour-
nalism after graduation.
Institutes/Universities
1. Kamala Nehru College for Wom-
en, Delhi
2. Indian Institute of Journalism and
New Media, Bengaluru
3. Lady Shri Ram College for Wom-
en, Delhi
4. TIMC, New Delhi
5. Xavier Institute of Communica-
tion, Mumbai
6. Film and Television Institute of In-
dia, Pune.
MASS COMMUNICATION
Introduction
Mass communication is the course
related to how individuals and entities
relay information through mass media
to large segments of the population
at the same time. It usually relates to
newspaper, magazine, book publishing,
as well as radio, television and film, as
these mediums are used for disseminat-
ing information, news and advertising.
Mass communication course in a col-
lective term has a series of streams like-
news-reading, reporting, columnist,
Anchoring, radio jockey, public-rela-
tions, advertising, production, acting,
web journalism, social media etc.
Courses
1. B.A. (Mass Communication)
2. B.B.A (Mass Media Management)
3. PG Diploma.(Mass Communica-
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tion & Journalism)

4. M.A. (Communication and Jour-
nalism)

5. M.A.(Mass
Journalism)

6. M.A.(Mass Communication)

7. M. BA. (Mass Media Manage-

Communication &

ment)
8. Ph. D in Mass
Eligibility

The selection process conducted by
various colleges includes interviews,
group discussion, and written tests for
a particular media or mass communi-
cation course at a university, 10 +2 for
undergraduate course.
Institutes/Universities
1. Anna Malai University, Chennai
2. Madurai University,

Chennai

3. Symbiosis Institute of Journalism

Kamraj

& Mass Communication, Pune
4. Department of Communication
& Journalism, University of Poona
5. Film & Television Institute of In-
dia (FTII), Chennai & Kolkata
Assam University, Silchar, Assam.
University of Kolkata
Aligarh Muslim University, U.R.
Banaras Hindu University, U.P.
0 Guru Nanak Dev University
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11. Punjab University
12. Kurukshetra University, Haryana
13. Jawahar Lal Nehru University,
New Delhi
14. Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University, New Delhi
15. Indira Gandhi National Open
University, New Delhi (http://
www.ignou.ac.in/)
16. Sardar Patel University, Gujarat
17. Nagpur University
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Introduction
Public relations is related to corpo-
rate communication and image build-
ing. The field is involved in promot-
ing the organization goals and sustain
a good reputation in public through
communication. It helps to build re-
lationships with stakeholders through
various sources for news/ information
dissemination.
Courses
1. MA (Advertising and Public Rela-
tions)
2. PG Diploma in Advertising and
Public Relations
3. MBA (Advertising and Public Re-
lations)
Eligibility
Graduation in any discipline from
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Institutes/Universities

1. Indian Institute of Mass Commu-
nication, Delhi

2. Madurai  Kamraj
Tamilnadu

3. Makhanlal Chaturvedi National
University of Journalism, Madhya
Pradesh

4. Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, In-

University,

dore

5. Guru Jambeshwar University,
Haryana

6. Kurukshetra University, Haryana

7. Aligarh  Muslim  University,
Aligarh
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8. Punjabi University, Patiala
ART DIRECTION
Introduction
Art Direction includes work such
as creation and management of visual
style and images in magazines, news-
papers, and product packaging, movies
and television productions. Artworks,
illustrations or layouts are created for
various purposes and used in advertis-
ing, newspaper and magazines, theatre,
motion picture and video games indus-
tries.
Eligibility & Courses
1. B.Sc. (Cinema) + Diploma in Di-
rection
2. DPost Graduate Diploma in Art Di-
rection and Production Design
Institutes/Universities
1. Film And Television Institute Of
India, Pune
2. Satyajit Ray Film and Television
Institute, Kolkata
3. Center for Research in Art of Film
and Television, Delhi
4. National School of Drama, Delhi
CHOREOGRAPHY
Introduction
Choreography is an artistic op-
portunity to express one's personality
through the creation of dance. The
course includes designing and direc-
tion of routines used in dances and
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performances. The course gives an op-
portunity to create, edit, and practice
with professionalism and provide en-
tertainment for audiences.
Course
1. B.Ain art and dance
2. B.A.in Dance
3. B.PA. in Dance - Kathak
4. M.A. in Dance
Eligibility

12th or equivalent exam in any
stream
Institutes/Universities

1. Pune University (UNIPUNE) —
SPPU (Savitribai Phule Pune Uni-

versity)
2. University of Mysore

3. Sangeet Natak Academy, New
Delhi
4. Banaras Hindu University, Varana-
si
5. Natya Institute of Kathak and
Choreography, Bangaluru
6. Andhra University Visakhapat-
nam.
DIRECTION
Introduction
Direction deals with creative aspects
of production such as creating, shaping
and controlling artistic and dramatic
facets of a film/drama, visualization of
script or screenplay, selection of setting/
locations and special costume effects. It
comprises guidance for technical crew/
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actors in creation and development of a

concept or visualization.

Courses

1. Bachelor’s degree program in fine
arts, film, or a related field.

2. Three Year DPost Graduate
Diploma in Direction & Screen-
play Writing

3. Three-year full-time Diploma

Courses in Dramatic Arts
4. Three Year Post Graduate Diplo-
ma in Art Direction and Produc-
tion Design
Eligibility
Bachelor’s Degree in any discipline
Institutes/Universities
1. National School of Drama, Delhi

N

-
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2. Film and Television Institute of In-
dia, Pune.

FILM/DRAMA PRODUCTION

Introduction

In Film/Drama production, is a
joint activity of making movies, tele-
vision shows, and sometimes commer-
cials. The work includes camera, light-
ing, editing, sound and set design. This
field deals in identifying design styles
for sets, locations, graphics, props,
lighting, camera angles and costumes,
while working closely with the director
and producer.

Courses

1. PG Diploma in Film, Television
and Digital Video Production

2. One Year Post Graduate Diploma
in Feature Film Screenplay Writ-
ing

3. 3-year (full time), Postgraduate
Programme in Cinema ( special-
ization offered in Direction &
Screenplay Writing)

4. Three Year Post Graduate Diplo-
ma in Direction & Screenplay
Writing

5. Post Graduate Diploma in Art Di-
rection and Production Design

6. One Year Post Graduate Certifi-
cate Course in TV Direction

7. Three-year full-time Diploma
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Courses in Dramatic Arts
Eligibility
One can get a degree (Bachelor’s or
Master’s), or pursue diploma courses,
the duration of which may vary be-
tween 3 months and 1 year.
Institutes/Universities
1. Film And Television Institute Of
India, Pune
2. Satyajit Ray Film and Television
Institute, Kolkata
3. Centre for Research in Art of Film
and Television, Delhi
4. National School of Drama, Delhi
5. Jawaharlal Nehru Architecture and
Fine Arts University, Hyderabad
6. College Of Fine Arts, Hyderabad
FINE ARTS
Introduction
Fine Arts is the study of creative dis-
ciplines like sculpture, painting, and
drawing. This course includes variety
of mediums—paper, metal, clay, photo-
graphic film.
Courses
1. Diploma in Fine Arts
2. Bachelor in Fine Arts
3. Master of Fine Arts
4. PhD in Fine Arts

Eligibility

Pass 10+2 with any subject

Institutions/Universities

1.

College of Art, University of Del-
hi, Delhi

Faculty of Visual Arts - Banaras
Hindu University

Sir J. ]J. Institute of Applied Art
Mumbai

University of Mumbai

Indira Gandhi National Open

University, New Delhi (http://

www.ignou.ac.in/)
PERFORMING ARTS
Introduction

Performing Arts is a form of artis-

tic expression through Acting or Music
performances done live for audiences,
some of these include ballet, puppetry,
mime.
Courses
1. Certificate in Performing Arts

2. BFA (Bachelor of Fine Arts)

3. BVA (Bachelor of Visual Arts)

4. B. Cr.A (Bachelor of Creative Arts)

5. B.RA. (Performing Arts)

6. Ph.D

Eligibility

It is better to visit the web sites for

academic requirements as these vary.

Some institutions base admission on

auditions also.

Institutes/Universities

1. Delhi College of Arts, Delhi

2. Faculty of Visual Arts, Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi

3. Maharaja Sayajirao University Of
Baroda, Vadodara

4. Faculty Of Fine Arts, Jamia Millia
Islamia, New Delhi

5. Indira Gandhi National Open
University, New Delhi (hetp://
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www.ignou.ac.in/)
VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL
Introduction
Music is an integral part of Films,
Art and Theatre. The study of music
includes theoretical understanding of
Music and its history, interpretation of
music, composition, voice instructions
and much more.
Courses
1. BA Honours in Hindustani Mu-
sic- Vocal/ Instrumental (Sitar/
Sarod/ Guitar /Violin/ Santoor) or
Karnataka Music
2. Vocal/Instrumental (Veena/ Vio-
lin) or Percussion Music (Tabla/

Pakhawaj)
3. MA (Music) /MPhil/PhD (Music)
Eligibility

10+2 Examination with Music as

one of the subjects B.A. with Music

/B.A. (Hons.) in Music for PG Course

Institutes/Universities

1. University of Delhi, Delhi

2. Kurukshetra University, Kuruk-
shetra

3. Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra,
New Delhi

4. The Kalakshetra diploma in Car-
natic music (By Kalakshetra Foun-
dation, Autonomous body under
Ministry of Culture, Govt. of In-
dia), Chennai.
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BATTLE WITH THE STORMY SEA

When drifting against the tide,

No longer hope to witness far and wide,

Still sail bravely your boat forward and steadily

Through the rough and tough waves, though not readily.

Havoc is not created by those humongous waves so blue,
But by the mind that is there within you!

Congquer your fear first, for success is what you crave,
Curbing the mind is the only key to defeat the waves.

Don’t look at yourself with self-pity and helplessness,
Face the Stormy Sea as a warrior with fearlessness.
Destiny knows that you alone can fight!

You possess power to face it, about that I am right.

This battle will last just a few more dark hours,

It’s the high tide, yourself you'll have to empower.

You can't just turn back and run away at this moment so last,
Plunge into the storm and pave your way past.

There ahead is the sea shore along the soothing stream
And amidst the palms is the rising sun beam.

Yes, you've finally accomplished your feat

Only because you had not accepted defeat.

Atharv

Class- 10th B

St. Kabir Public School, Sector-26
Chandigarh
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» Education

Ten steps to transform the
quality of education in India

Sridhar Rajagopalan o

n this article, Sridhar Rajagopalan,

Managing Director of Educational
Initiatives, suggests 10 initiatives that
can help transform the quality of edu-
cation in India.

Most of the steps needed to trans-
form the quality of education in India
do not require policy change or a new
educational policy. Yet, these steps are
not getting taken because there is no
visible crisis pushing us to act. Only a
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few points in my list below — like the
creation of a cadre of Indian educa-
tion civil services, replacing the policy
of schools within a kilometre of every
habitation with a free transport to the
nearest school policy — are policy-level
issues.

Below are 10 initiatives that I be-
lieve can transform Indian education, if
undertaken in a concerted way and sus-
tained over at least a five-year period:
Initiative 1: Make the problem vis-
ible

Regular assessments are needed
to measure progress in learning and
make the current levels visible in a way
that can be understood widely. India
should participate regularly in inter-
national assessments like Trends in In-

ternational Mathematics and Science
Study and Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment so as to set
goals and benchmark its performance
and progress. The quality of national
assessments should be improved and
third party assessors like Annual Status
on Education Report and Education-
al Initiatives should be encouraged to
provide periodic feedback. The Dis-
trict Information System for Education
(DISE)1 system should be upgraded to
a ‘Student Progress Tracking Systerm’
which will track learning levels of indi-
vidual children and provide diagnostic
data to serve as a basis for improvement
to schools and teachers.

Initiative 2: Build systemic and in-
stitutional capacity
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The biggest problem in the educa-
tional system today is a severe shortage
of capacity. Consider two initiatives —
the Continuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation (CCE) and the Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET). Few people dis-
agree that these initiatives are based on
sound principles and good ideas. Yet,
many — some may say most — well-in-
tentioned ideas do not achieve their
goals due to people across the system
not having the required skills. In the
case of the TET test, pass percentages
have been between 1% and about 15%
and the initiative has not had the in-
tended impact. It raises questions both
on our teacher training capacity and
also the capacity to understand and ex-
ecute the assessments successfully.

Strengthening research on learning
is the first step and only long-term
solution to this crisis. I recommend
establishing a ‘science of learning’ cen-
tre, either as a part of National Council
of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) or as a separate institute,
with a mission of promoting research
on how children learn. This institute
can undertake research on reading,
elementary mathematics, intelligent
teaching systems and assessments.

However, research needs an eco-
system and we now need to kick-start
such an ecosystem. We recommend the
creation of a research fund (similar to
the American National Science Foun-
dation Fund), which will provide grant
support for innovation to take root and
grow in research institutions non-gov-
ernmental organisations (NGOs) and
private players based on their track re-
cord and quality of research, and direct
research towards areas of national and
state priorities.

Initiative 3: Establish a reading
mission

If we can ensure that 80% of our
children can read and write well in any
one language by the time they are nine
years old, we would have solved 80%
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The resources available in the Na-
tional Repository of Open Education

of our educational problems. Reading
has to become a focus area of both
action and measurement and a move-
ment which involves all. A nation-
al-level centre for reading research is
more important for India than any In-
dian Institute of Technology and is not
so difficult to create. Specialised train-
ing programmes need to be created for
teachers on reading skill development
and measurement. Reading tests need
to be made available on computers,
tablets and mobile phones so that par-
ents can determine the reading levels of
their children.
Initiative 4: Build teacher and head
teacher capacity

Starting with regular assessments
of teacher needs which will deter-
mine individual gaps/needs in teach-
ers, high-quality training programmes
need to be deployed for teacher train-
ing. Information and Communication
Technology should be used as a tool to
provide many of these courses on an
on-demand basis.

Resources (and other open education
resources) should be moderated by
experts to ensure that high-quality re-
sources — including videos, teaching
material and assessment questions - are
available to every teacher. Rather than
depending solely on government or-
ganisations like the NCERT to create
all this material, this work should be
carried out through ‘request for pro-
posals’ that would allow talented indi-
viduals and organisations to participate
and contribute.
Initiative 5: Change the goal post
by reforming board exams to test
understanding, not recall

India’s rote-based Board Exams are
a source of the learning crisis observed
even in primary schools. The focus on
students, parents and teachers is on
maximising exam marks and not on
learning, which needs to be corrected
by having Board Exams that measure
learning. This is not difficult to do be-
R
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cause there are so many exams that can

serve as a benchmark for this change.
Initiative 6: Invest in technology for
education

Hand-in-hand with educational
research inherent in all the initiatives
above, there is a need to research and
develop ways to use technology to drive
the change we desire. The focus should
not be on installing hardware but cre-
ating new, high-quality content such as
intelligent teaching systems and tools
that will help students to hone basic
skills like reading and mathematics,
and developing content in multiple
Indian languages. ICT-based remedi-
ation programmes should be encour-
aged, in which the service provider is
reimbursed based on the measured stu-
dent improvement. ICT should also be
used to track teacher attendance. Free
high-speed internet connections can be
provided to all schools through a sim-
ple scheme by which the government
reimburse internet service providers
directly.
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Initiative 7: Introduce school-
based practices for learning im-
provement

This includes initiatives like month-
ly tests in school with academic support
from State Council of Educational Re-
search and Training (SCERT) or Dis-
trict Institute of Educational Research
and Training (DIET) and quarterly
parent-teacher meeting days which
encourage parents to visit schools and
build a parent-teacher connect focused
on student learning.
Initiative 8: Work on mindsets
through public education cam-
paigns

Public education campaigns should
be aimed at prospective teachers to at-
tract talent to the sector; at parents to
make them aware of what constitutes
a good school, the value of education
beyond marks etc.; and at existing
teachers to make them understand that
every child can learn well if supported
etc.

Initiative 9: Holistic development

Efforts in areas such as sports, arts
and culture should be initiated or ex-
panded in order to enrich holistic de-
velopment.

Initiative 10: Implement legal and
structural changes

A separate Indian education services
cadre at different levels, within the civ-
il services, should be created. Parents
should be bound to send students to
school, and district education officials
should be responsible for the quality of
both private and government schools.
Public Private Partnership (PPP) ar-
rangements should be explored for
areas like strengthening DIETs, pro-
viding teacher training both using tra-
ditional and distance/ICT methods,
providing standardised assessments,
running remedial centres etc. Today,
the pre-school, elementary and second-
ary structures are distinct with different
bodies overseeing their curricula. They
should be combined under a single au-
thority, possibly the SCERT. Fragmen-
tation of schools should be reduced by
combining schools and providing free
transport to children further away rath-
er than building schools close to every
habitat.

Notes:

1. District Information Sys-
tem for Education (DISE) provides
schools-related statistical information
on Sarva Shikhsha Abhiyan (SSA).
SSA is Government of India’s flagship
programme for achievement of univer-
salisation of elementary education in a
time bound manner.

“Reprinted with permission from
‘T4T’ Ideas for India (www.ideasforin-
dia.in)”

https://www.ideasforindia.in/
topics/human-development/ten-
steps-to-transform-the-quality-of-
education-in-india.html

Educational Initiatives
sridhar@ei-india.com
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Drive of f Corona

Keeping the lives aside,

Disastrous, more than tide,

A shaggy monster spread worldwide,
Hard to count how many died?

China, USA, Spain or Rome,
Captivating the world in home,
Trips, tours limited to chrome,
Deserted temples, so are domes.

Asked the covid-19,

Where had you been,

Have you met Satan to conspire,
Signed accord to be his heir?

Planned to spread death despair,

Worries, miseries here and there,

Green eyed monster smiling in the air,
“Doctors chasing everywhere.

' _ g grief striken Earth,
Crying her eyes out,
An epitome of tolerance,

~ Loudly shout.

The originator preserver of the world,
Deliver me as I am hurled,

Come, help the mankind,

Merciful, you are so kind!

Brave fighters in white coats,

Yearn for a vaccine,

Looking into notes,

Sailing the world in ships and boats.

Police, cleaners, bureaucrats,
PM, CM, officials all states,
One and all on duty,

To honour the coat of arms is our duty.

Break O Break the chain,
Don’t dwell Covid in vain,
To defeat the devil is our aim,
Let life be cherished again!

Sonia

PGT English
GSSS Luksar
ajjar, Haryana
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The fastest shark is the "Shortfin Mako," which
can swim as fast as sixty miles per hour.

There are about 6,800 languages in the world.
Studies have shown that by putting on slow back-
ground music it can make a person eat food at a slow-
er rate.

By walking an extra 20 minutes every day, an average
person will burn off seven pounds of body fat in an
year.

Octopus and squid are thought to be the most intelli-
gent of all invertebrates.

On average, a beaver can cut down two hundred trees
a year.

The average four year-old child asks over four hun-
dred questions a day.

Ironically, watermelons, which are 92% water, origi-
nated from the Kalahari Desert in Aftica.

The first tattoo machine was invented by Samuel
O'Reilly. He did this by using equipment that Thom-
as Edison used to engrave hard surfaces.

In a lifetime, an average human produces 10,000 gal-
lons of saliva.

A slug has four noses.

Chili Powder was invented in the 19th century in the
American Southwest.

The sea cucumber spills its internal organs out as a
defense mechanism.

Approximately 25,000 workers died during the build-
ing of the Panama Canal and approximately 20,000 of
them contracted malaria and yellow fever.

Braces were first invented by Pierre Fauchard in 1728.
The braces were made by a flat strip of metal, which
was connected to the teeth by thread.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

Marilyn Monroe had six toes.
There is a town in Texas called Ding Dong. In 1990,
the population was only twenty-two people.
The total volume of mail that went through the Cana-
dian postal system in 1950 was 1,362,310,155 items.
The highest toll paid by a ship to cross the Panama
Canal was by the Crown Princess on May 2, 1993 in
the amount of $141,349.97 U.S. funds.
The name of the famous snack "Twinkies" was invent-
ed by seeing a billboard in St. Louis, that said "Twin-
kle Toe Shoes."
The word "Nazi" is actually an abbreviation for Na-
tionalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, which
refers to the National Socialist German Workers Party.
The unique characteristics of Barbie dolls in Japan are
that they have their lips closed with no teeth showing,.
The Coca Cola company offers more than 300 differ-
ent beverages.
Neptune was the first planet in our solar system to be
discovered by mathematics.
Soldier Field is the oldest field in the NFL.
In the U.S., over one million gallons of cosmetics,
drinks, and lotions are sold that contain aloe in them
per year.
The name Jeep came from the abbreviation used in
the army for the"General Purpose” vehicle, G.P.
Eating eight strawberries will provide you with more
Vitamin C than an orange.
Mosquitoes have teeth.
The citrus soda "7 UP" was created in 1929. The
original name of the popular drink was "Bib-Label
Lithiated Lemon-Lime Soda", but it got changed to
"7 UR"
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. An insect of the order Diptera is
more commonly called a what? Fly
. The Duke of Wellington's sugges-
tion of "Sparrowhawks" to Queen
Victoria was made in connection
with the control of birds at which
London building? Crystal Palace
The Fresnel lens (in which con-
centric steps maximise light focus

General
Knowledge

and Perez Hilton are websites
noted for: Sport; Environmental
campaigning; Holiday bargains;
or Exposing scandals? Exposing
scandals

10. Name the payday loan company
brand which the UK Church of
England both denounced and
funded in 2013? Wonga

11. Which one of these refers to a
summary rather than a verbatim
quote? Abstract, Excerpt, Extract?

and minimise lens weight), popu-
lar in the 1900s in vehicle lights,
was first devised c.1820 for what
application? Lighthouses

Babel Fish is an icon/metaphor/
brand for instantaneous what?
Translation

What legal term refers to the
increasing of guilt or seriousness
of a crime due to attendant cir-

cumstances such as intent, use of
a weapon, severity of injury, etc?

Aggravation

Anaphylaxis is what sort of
life-threatening illness: Allergic
reaction; Virus or Heart attack?
Allergic reaction

The words ephemera/ephemeral
refer to things of a: Wild imagina-
tion; Vast scale; Tiny scale; or Brief
duration? Brief duration

What is the fruit of the Phoenix
genus of plants? Dates

Drudge Report, TMZ, Gawker
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12. What red fruit-juice-based drink
whose name alludes to energy was
first produced by John Noel Nich-
ols in Manchester, 1908? Vimto

13. What colour/color traditionally
are the Smurf cartoon characters?
Blue

14. Which car manufacturer produced
the models Giulietta, Berlina, Bre-
ra and Spider? Alfa Romeo

15. Which vastly shrunken, once
ubiquitous brand urged users to
'Let your fingers do the walking'?
Yellow Pages

16. What popular superhero is also
the largest land-dwelling member
of the Mustelidae (weasel) family?
Wolverine

17. To whom is this quote famously
misattributed: "If I'd asked people
what they wanted, they would
have said faster horses.”? Henry
Ford

18. What gambling game takes its
name from French for toad, sup-
posedly from players' hunched
positions? Craps

19. What vegetable's thinner lighter
variant has an established alterna-
tive name "Tenderstem'? Broccoli

20. What chord is said punningly
to be produced when dropping a
piano down a mine-shaft? A Flat
Minor

https://www.businessballs.com/quiz/
quiz-165-general-knowledge/
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