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Education

It runs in the family :

Parents’ education and child learning

arly life learning is known to in-

fluence later life outcomes like
schooling, employment, and income.
It is thus vital to identify strategies to
enhance child learning in schools. This
article examines the effects of parental
education on child learning outcomes
by leveraging the variation in access to
schooling for parents arising out of the
implementation of a national school
construction policy in India.
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outcomes

Developing countries around the
world have largely succeeded in rais-
ing school enrolment rates. However,
these improvements have not always
led to commensurate improvements
in learning outcomes (Glewwe and
Muralidharan 2016). India has had
near-universal primary school enrol-
ment rates since 2009, but learning
levels remain abysmally low — Annual
Survey of Education Report (ASER)
data for 2016 show that only 43%
(28%) of third graders could read a
vernacular text (solve a two-digit sub-
traction problem). This is also reflected
in the fact that India is ranked 115th
on the Human Capital Index (released
by the World Bank).

A large body of evidence explores
the consequences of early life learning

on later life outcomes such as school-
ing, employment, and income (for
example, see Glewwe 1996, Chetty
et al. 2011 and Kaila et al. 2018). It
is thus vital to identify strategies that
can be used to enhance child learning
in schools.In recent research, I examine
one important input for child learning
— parents’ education (Sunder 2018). I
study the effects of parental education
on child learning outcomes by lever-
aging the exogenous (external) varia-
tion in access to schooling for parents
arising out of the implementation of a
national school construction policy in
India.

India’s District Primary Education
Programme (DPEP)

The DPEP was a school construc-
tion programme rolled out by the
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Government of India, in collaboration
with partners, between 1993 and 2004
across 271 districts in 18 states. The
programme built over 100,000 prima-
ry and upper-primary schools and ben-
efitted more than 50 million children.

DPEP was targeted towards dis-
tricts with female literacy levels below
the national average at the time of
programme initiation (39.2%). This
assignment rule led to a jump (discon-
tinuity) in the probability of receiving
the programme around the threshold
of 39.2% district female literacy — the
likelihood of programme exposure for
districts just below the cut-off being
significantly higher than that of dis-
tricts just above the cut-off. This set-up
lends itself to the use of a Regression
Discontinuity (RD) frameworkl. Us-
ing this empirical strategy, I find that
during the time that DPEP was in
place, a typical DPEP district received
258 more government schools than a
comparable non-DPEP district, which
translated to a relative increase of 0.21
government schools per 1,000 popula-
tion in the DPEP districts.
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Timing of implementation

DPEP was not initiated at the same
time across the country (Azam and
Saing 2017). Thus, ascertaining the
exact date when a district received
DPEP is critical to identify the people
who would have benefitted from this
scheme. I gather and use national-,
state-, and district-level reports on pro-
gramme implementation from govern-
ment archives to understand the exact
start date of DPEP for each of the 271
DPEP districts. I treat the date that a
district first received DPEP funds to
mark the beginning of the programme
in the district.

Impact on direct beneficiaries
Since the majority of the schools
constructed under DPEP were primary
and upper-primary schools, the people
who benefitted directly (the direct ben-
eficiaries) were those who were of pri-
mary school age (5 to 14 years) at the
time. I estimate the direct effects of the
programme by comparing people of
this age group living in districts with-
in a bandwidth of districts on either
side of the RD cutoff2. Using national

household survey data from multiple
rounds of the District Level House-
hold and Facility Survey (DLHS), I
find that the enhanced availability of
schools due to DPEP led to increased
enrolment (8 percentage points (p.p.)),
educational attainment (0.8 years), pri-
mary school completion (7 p.p.) and
literacy (8 p.p.) among direct benefi-
ciaries (similar to Khanna 2018) . Both
male and female beneficiaries benefit-
ted similarly from DPEP.

Intergenerational effects

In order to identify the intergener-
ational (or indirect) effects of DPEDP,
I compare the outcomes of children
whose parents were of school-going age
(5-14 years) during the DPEP years
and resided in districts on either side
of the RD threshold. To isolate the in-
direct effects stemming solely from the
programme (in other words, those that
were channeled through parental edu-
cational attainment), I focus on chil-
dren who started school after DPEP
ended in 2004.

Using child test score data for all
years between 2007 and 2014 (from
the ASER), I find that on average,
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children of female DPEP beneficiaries
perform better on standardised tests
on reading (0.19 standard deviation
(SD))3, math (0.18 S.D.), and English
(0.09 S.D.) than comparable children

of non-beneficiaries. However, the
performance of an average child of a
male DPEP beneficiary is not statisti-
cally significantly different from that of
an average child whose father was in a
non-DPEP district. While my results
indicate that mothers are clearly able
to transmit their human capital to the
next generation, I am unable to reject
the hypothesis of equality between the
effects on the mother and father bene-
ficiary samples.

Potential mechanisms

1. Using school-level information
from a government dataset (District
Information System for Education),
I find that the identified effects are
not driven by the potentially ‘su-
perior’ quality of schools in DPEP
districts, but rather due to their in-
creased numbers.

2. I use information from other house-
hold surveys (Indian Human De-
velopment Survey and DLHS) to
investigate several potential house-
hold- and individual-level mech-
anisms. Results suggested that my
findings could have been driven by:

* Higher bargaining power for wom-
en

¢ Increased educational investments

oo
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in children
* Improved childcare practices
¢ Better health of mothers

Contributions

1. While most previous analyses on
school construction policies have
focused on identifying effects on
direct beneficiaries (Duflo 2001,
Azam and Saing 2017, and Khanna
2018, among others), the current
study is one of the first to explore
intergenerational consequences.

2. By examining performance on stan-
dardised tests, I am able to identify
programme impacts on actual learn-
ing outcomes. This is uncommon
in the school construction literature
(Burde and Linden 2013).

3. I'add to the evidence on the import-
ant role of parents, especially moth-
ers, in shaping child learning.

4. Given that overall education mea-
sures in many countries in Central/
Western Africa and South Asia are
comparable to those that prevailed
in India at the time of DPEP im-
plementation, the results of this
analysis point to long-term learning
improvements that can be attained
through school construction poli-
cies.

Policy implications

The findings from this analysis show
that school infrastructure programmes
have substantial intergenerational im-

pacts, consequences that should be tak-
en into consideration in the cost-bene-
fit analyses that are conducted to guide
policy discussions.

Additionally, my research demon-
strates that parents, particularly moth-
ers, play an important role in shaping
their children’s learning abilities. This
is in line with the findings of other
studies (such as Andrabi et al. 2012,
and Banerji et al. 2017) that show
how improving the skill set of mothers
could go a long way in boosting child
performance on tests. The growing evi-
dence base on maternal contribution to
child learning highlights the need for
policies that target parents as a means
to improve educational outcomes for
children (Glewwe and Muralidharan
2016). These reforms should comple-
ment, and not substitute, the school-
based efforts explored in the education
literature (reviewed in Muralidharan
2013).

Notes:

1. Regression discontinuity design is
a technique used to estimate the ef-
fect of an intervention when the po-
tential beneficiaries can be ordered
along a cut-off point. The beneficia-
ries just above the cut-off point are
very similar to those just below the
cut off. The outcomes are then com-
pared for units just above and below
the cut off to estimate the causal ef-
fect of the intervention.

2. These bandwidths are estimated
with data-driven procedures dis-
cussed in Calonico et al. (2014)and
Calonico et al. (2018).

3. Standard deviation is a measure that
is used to quantify the amount of
variation or dispersion of a set of
values from the mean value (aver-
age) of that set.

https://www.ideasforindia.in//
topics/human-development/it-runs-
in-the-family-parents-education-
and-child-learning-outcomes.html
“Reprinted with permission from
‘I4D’ Ideas for India (www.ideasfo-
rindia.in)”

Cornell University
fn63@cornell.edu
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Aspirations
On a High Note

his is a word which is actually very
important to students. Aspirations
should always be high. It will go a long
way in enabling students to achieve
their goals. They say it all starts with

a dream.
If you aim for the sky, you get the
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mountain top.

Aspirations must always be high,
so that you work harder to achieve it.
When aspiration levels are high, moti-
vation too is at play.

Here imagination is also active as it
can play a great role in motivating stu-
dents. A child having a vivid imagina-
tion can not only be classified as being
creative but can also play in his or her
mind a better life ahead.

It is said that when aspiration levels
are high and locus of control is high,
then the right environment is creat-
ed for the student to perform well in
structured exams as well as achieve

higher levels of learning,.

Ofcourse, daydreaming is not
enough. It has to be followed up with
diligence. A goal has to be worked to-
wards. We have often heard that hard
work is the key to success and it is.

All those with high achievement
levels have always held high aspira-
tion levels. Success rate is also linked
to achievement levels. The higher the
achievement level, the higher will be
the success rate. Of course it is the duty
of teachers and parents to constantly
support the child.Many a times, it is
the teacher who notices a spark in the
child and encourages the child to aim
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high. Parents also can act as aspiration
boosters. This feature has been very well
highlighted in the Indian feature film,
Nil Batte Sannata where the mother
encourages her distracted daughter to
have a high level of aspiration, higher
than their own socio- economic strata.

The real tragedy of the poor is the
poverty of their aspirations.

Adam Smith

The above quote by the famous
economist actually tells you the im-
portance of high aspirational levels.
Yearnings when accompanied by real
efforts leads to achievement. A moti-
vated mindset also helps in this direc-
tion. Aspirations provide a direction to
students, you can say a vision and it is
this vision which drives them towards
their goals. Education is the means to
provide a way to students to reach their

@@
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desired goals. Using academic aspira-
tions to achieve outcomes and goals in
life is motivational for students. In the
process of learning, targets become im-
portant and for this aspirational levels
must always be high.

Students are frequently asked the
question as to what they would like
to be when they grow up. Therein lie
their aspirations. Slowly they can climb
the stairs, one step at a time to reach
their goals. Strong aspirations make for
strong efforts and the resultant product
is a strong willed student.

Aspirations can be shared amongst
individuals. Shared aspirations can be
among all peers to do well in the board
examination. Individual aspirations
can be of each student following their
goals. Both are important as one en-
courages the other.

It is said that a strong willed person
is normally determined to get ahead in
life and has strong aspiration levels. Self
efficacy comes from within and so does
the motivation to excel in the chosen
field. Aspiration may not always be to
get ahead in the field of academics. Just
as intelligence can be in varied fields,
so also the desire to get ahead can be in
different avenues.

They say it is the goals that make
all the difference. So that makes aspi-
ration a very powerful tool in taking a
student closer to their goals. With high
aspirations and clear goals students will
be giving their best shots in their stint
at the learning process.

Aspirations include within its folds
the level of education which a student
wishes to achieve.

Within our dreams and aspira-
tions we find our opportunities.

Sugar Ray Leonard

With clear goals students reach a
level where they are able to take the
onus of their learning process in order
to reach up to the levels of their aspira-
tions. This level comes when students
rise above the level of rewards and
punishments and seek to reach their
desired aspirational levels.

When students keep changing their
mind about their goals, it is an indica-
tion that their aspirations are not clear.
A very good research proposal and
ready reference for school counselors
would be a track record of aspirations
of students and where it has taken
them.

So all those students who are read-
ing this article or not reading it, Just
Aim High! And see where it takes you.

I understand that people have as-
pirations, and everyone wants to play
the lead role. But, I do believe that
one must climb the ladder from the

first step.
Karan Patel

Subject Expert
SCERT Haryana,
Gurugram
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Special Children Need Special
Attention

(Awarevess regarding CWSN studewts)

special needs are usually identified with by GOL.

very low expectations. Parents should (1) Person with benchmark disability

believe in the value of educating chil- "means a person with not less than

dren with special needs. The higher forty percent of a specified disabili-

is the expectations, the higher will be ty where specified disability has not

their acceptance in the family. been defined in measurable terms
and includes a person with disabili-
ty where specified disability has not
been defined in measurable terms,
as certifying authority.

(2) Person with disability "means a

Mrs. Suman o

. . THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH
he society at large is often unaware 5 ¢ o1l I TIES ACT. 2016
0 f the potential of children with According to the chapter No. one of
special needs. In the popular mind, o' o e following provisions made
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CWSN

person with long-term  physical,
mental, intellectual, or sensory
impairment which, in interaction
with barriers, hinders his full and
effective participation in society
equally with others.

Chapter-2

(1) The Government shall ensure that
the persons with disabilities enjoy
the right to equality, life with dig-
nity and respect for his or her integ-
rity equally with others.

2) The Government shall take mea-
sures to protect persons with dis-
abilities from being subjected to
torture, cruel, inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment

Chapter-3
Duties of Educational Institutes

mentioned in the rights of persons with

disability Act 2016
The Government and the local au-

thorities shall Endeavour that all edu-

cational institutions founded or recog-
nized by them provide inclusive educa-
tion to the children with disabilities

(1) Admit them without discrimina-
tion and provide education and
opportunities for sports and recre-
ation activities equally with others.

(2) Make building, campus and various
facilities accessible.

(3) Provide reasonable accommoda-
tion according to the individual's
requirements

(4) Provide necessary support individu-
alized or otherwise in environment
that maximize academic and social
development consistent with the
goal of full inclusion

(5) Ensure that the education to per-
son who are blind or deaf or both
is imparted in the most appropriate
languages and modes and means of
communication

(6) Provide transportation facilities to
the children with disabilities and
also the attendant of the children
with disabilities having high sup-
port needs.

Chapter-6

r &
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Special Provisions for Persons with

Benchmark Disabilities
1) Notwithstanding anything con-

tained in the Rights of Children to Free

and Compulsory Education Act, 2009,

every child with benchmark disability

between the age of six to eighteen years
shall have the right to free education in

a neighborhood school, or in a special

school, of his choice.

(2) The Government and local author-
ities shall ensure that every child
with benchmark disability has ac-
cess to free education in an appro-
priate environment till he attains
the age of eighteen years.

(3) All Government institutions of
higher education and other higher
education institutions receiving aid

from the Government shall reserve

not less than five percent seats for

persons with benchmark disabili-
ties.

CBSE and BSEH ( Board of school
Education Haryana) being sensitive
to the needs of disabled students in
extending several exemptions /conces-
sions to candidates with disabilities as
defined in The Rights of persons with
Disabilities Act - 2016.

Neither the school nor the parents
fully aware about these exemptions and
are also not following correct way of
seeking available exemptions during
their course of studies and examina-
tions.

General Exemptions / Conces-
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sions for CWSN Students :-

» Issuing Authority of Medical Certif-
icate (CMO / Civil Surgeon / Med-
ical Superintendent )

» Facility of Scribe/writer/adult pro-
moter is permissible

» Exemption from third language

» Flexibility in choosing subjects

» Alternate questions/Separate ques-
tion/large font question papers

Adversary to schools as per the

Guidelines of the Inclusive Edu-

cation of Children with Disabilities

(IECD):

» Ensure that no child with special
needs is denied admission in Main-
stream Education
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» Monitor enrolment of disabled chil-
dren in schools

» Schools to provide support through
assistive devices and the availability
of trained teachers
Modify the existing physical infra-

structure and teaching methodologies

to meet the needs of all children in-
cluding Children with Special Needs.

» Ensure that the school premises are
made disabled friendly by 2020 and
all educational institutions includ-
ing hotels, libraries, laboratories and
buildings have barrier free access for
the disabled .

» Ensure availability of Study Ma-
terial for the disabled and Talking
Text Books, Reading Machines and
Computers with speech software .

» Ensure adequate number of sign
language interpreters, transcription
services and a loop induction sys-
tem for the students with speech
Language Disability

» Revisit classroom organization re-
quired for the education of Chil-
dren with Special Needs .

» Ensure regular in-service training of
teachers in Inclusive Education at
the elementary and secondary level.

Facilities/Concessions Given By
The Central And State Government
For The Disabled Under Pro-
grammes :-

1. Postage - Payment of postage, both
inland and foreign, for 'Blind Lit-
erature ' pockets if sent by surface
mail. If packets are to be sent by air,
then prescribed airmail charges are
applicable.

2. Telecommunication - Confessional
Telephone Connection to Blinds:
Rental Rebate - 50% of the normal

rental
Advance Rental - 50% of the annual

advance rental and bi- monthly rental
as applicable to a private subscriber.

This facility is available in Non-OYT

(Special) category only.

3. Travel Concession for the Dis-
abled :-

A) Free travel facilities for disabled
in State transport vehicles with one at-

#___}
CWSN i
tendant

(B) By Rail

Blind person, Person with Ortho-
paedic Disabilities, Deaf & Dumb
Person, Person with Mental Retarda-
tion can get the concession( half) in
Rail Tickets.

(©). By Air

The Indian Airlines Corporation
allows 50% concesional fare to blind
persons, 80% concession to the per-
sons with locomotor disability.
(4). Employment of the Handi-

capped

Assistance to the disabled persons
in getting gainful employment is avail-
able either through the special cells
in normal employment exchanges or
through special employment exchang-

es for physically handicapped.

I believe that school administration
can play an important role in schools,
especially with subjects like this one.
They are very much needed to take the
lead and partner with teachers and the
society to help assure that all children
get a good quality education, including
those with differently abled or any oth-
er challenges. All children are entitled
to get good quality education, despite
their handicaps, gifts or challenges. It
depends on us as well as school ad-
ministration to promote a climate of
acceptance, warmth, and empathy.
This article is only for the awareness
of parents of disabled students as well
as School Administration regarding
concessions/facilities given by central
and state Government for uplifting of
CWSN students as we all have to fight
with evils of the society for their rights.
At last T request to the Government
for proper monitoring and  School
Administration for providing above
mentioned concessions/ facilities for
CWSN students because I personally
observed that the school Administra-
tion are also not aware about the con-
cessions/ facilities provided by GOI for
the special children. Jai Hind

Lecturer Economics

GHS Bohar Rohtak (Haryana)
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Research
@ REAP Cell, SCERT

he SCERT Haryana is a premier

institute of the Department of
School Education, Govt. of Haryana,
enshrined with a responsibility to cater
to the academic needs of teachers and
nurture educational values among the
taught. Its areas of operation include
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research in school education, training
of teachers, development of innovative
pedagogy, designing curricula, popula-
tion education, handling of large scale
assessment of students on regular basis
to track their performance, popularis-
ing Science and Maths, contribution to

new knowledge and providing input to
policy makers at the state and national
level.

Research is a voyage of discovery.
It improves knowledge, practices and
helps in finding solutions to the prob-
lems. Research at SCERT Haryana
aims to improve the educational level
of students, analyse the policy imple-
mentation and provide timely feedback
to the policymakers. Specific projects
in educational research are undertaken
every year. The Centre for Research
and Experiments for Action and Policy
(REAP) is an exquisite cell instituted
with in SCERT in July 2011, that has
facilitated the Education Department
by presenting scientific and evidence
based research reports to bring about
optimistic transformation in the edu-
cation system of the state.

The REAP Cell coordinates and
provides training to the DIET faculty
in conducting Action research studies.
The DIETs further help the school
teachers in conducting action research
in order to improve their pedagogical
practices.

b) Session 2018-19:
i) To Study the Effectiveness of
Learning Enhancement Programme:
The Haryana Government
launched the Learning Enhancement
Programme in 280 selected schools
in the state in November 2014. It was
further scaled up to all primary schools
across the state from the session 2016-
17. The objective of the programme
is to bridge the learning gaps and to
bring every primary school student to
grade level. It focuses on activity-based
learning to develop desired competen-
cies among students. A research study
was conducted in the session 2018-19
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a) Research Projects 2011- 2018
S. Topic of Research Year
No.
1 Analysis of the Mid Day Meal in Haryana 2012
2 Analysis of Monthly Stipend Scheme in Haryana 2012
3 Baseline Report on Learning Outcome Survey 2013
4 SSA Haryana Annual Reports (2001-08) 2013
5 DISE 5% Sample Checking in Ambala and Gurgaon 2013
6 Analysis of Teacher’s Time Utilization in Haryana 2013
7 Evaluation of G-10 Project in Gurgaon, Haryana 2013
8 Analysis of D.Ed Internship Program in Haryana 2013
9 5% Sample Checking of DISE Data 2013-14 2014
10 What do Children Know in Mathematics and Language 2014
A Report of Haryana’s State Level Achievement Survey in Classes 3
and 5
11 The Nett Teacher Training Pilot in Five Districts of Haryana State 2015
12 5% DISE Data 2014-15 2015
13 A Study on Children With Special Needs 2016
14 Problems Related to Out of School Children- 2016
with special reference to Children Belonging to SC Community
15 5% DISE Data 2015-16 2016
16 Sanitation and Hygiene in Primary and Upper Primary Schools 2017
17 Hurdles in Education of Girl Child in Government Co- Educational 2017
Schools
18 To Study the Impact of Innovative Programme of Joyful Activities in 2017
Government Schools of Haryana
19 A Study on Drop in Enrolment in Government Elementary Schools of | 2018
Haryana in the session 2014-15 and 2015-16

to assess the effectiveness of the pro-
gramme. The study was conducted in
118 Government primary schools in
10 sampled districts of the state. The
study was conducted to analyse various
aspects of the programme viz. Planning
and coordination, Implementation at
the state level and the mentoring and
monitoring system. The information
was collected from various stakehold-
ers of the programme at state, district,
block and school level through sep-
arate questionnaires for Programme
Coordinator at state level, DIET IFIC
In charge, Block Elementary Educa-
tion Officers, Block Resource Persons,
School LEP Owner, school teachers
and students to assess their under-
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standing of the programme, imple-
mentation status and problems faced
by them. The study provides valueable
inputs for effective implementation of
the programme.

ii) To Study the Existence and Func-
tioning of Library in Government
Schools of Haryana

The library in a school is a con-
sidered the research and information
arm for its concerned users as it pro-
vides information to students related
to various topics and provides profes-
sional development to teachers. A fully
functional school library with updated,
latest study material and under the su-
pervision of a designated and qualified
librarian can boost student’s achieve-
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ment and cultivate a collaborative spirit
within schools. Libraries in schools are
regarded as an essential instrument for
putting progressive methods into prac-
tice. But it is most unfortunate that in
a large number of government schools
there are at present no libraries worth
the same. So, a need was felt to study
the existing conditions of school librar-
ies in government schools of Haryana
so that an actual picture of existence
and functioning of libraries can be de-
rived from the current field situations.

For the purpose of the study, a total
of 137 schools including 38 of High &
Middle level (each) and 61 of Senior
Secondary level were surveyed among
the 11 sample districts. Information
related to various aspects of library in
terms of availability and functioning,
was collected from School Heads/
Principals, Library in-charges, Class
teachers and the students it selves. This
study is expected to provide valuable
inputs to make libraries in government
schools of Haryana more efficient and
more contributing towards the knowl-
edge pool of its ultimate users which
are students and teachers.

d

c) Session 2019-20- Ongoing
Project:

The widespread use of internet has
changed the life of people significantly.
Internet has transformed the ways of
social interaction, entertainment and
learning methods. Various researches
have revealed that the use of mobile
phone and internet is affecting the
physical and mental health of children.
The Population Cell, SCERT Haryana
is conducting a research project on- Ef-
fect of Mobile phone and Internet on
Physical and Mental Health of Ado-
lescents. The study will be conducted
in selected senior secondary schools of
11 sample districts in the state. A pilot
study for finalisation of the research
tool has been conducted in May, 2019.

Dr. Shiwani Kaushik
Subject Expert
SCERT Haryana, Gurugram
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Activities for Children

Dr. Deviyani Singh

Summer is here and so are the vaca-
tions, welcomed by children dread-
ed by parents sometimes. Parents can't
even ask their kids to go out to play
because of the fear of heat stroke and
the warm dusty winds "loo" blowing
outside which would make them sick.
So we are constantly racking our brains
for new ideas to keep kids gainfully
occupied even though they are forced
to stay indoors. Its not totally a lost
cause though the early mornings and
late evenings can still be utilised to play
outdoor games. The problem is how

=

44

0@
42 | frgramdt 'ﬁ.b‘»

to keep them from being glued to the
TV or PC when they are indoors. The
solution is time management. Children
should be taught to divide their time to
develop their mind, body and intellect.
The morning when their mind is fresh
and rested should be reserved for do-
ing their holiday homework. Children
tend to postpone doing this till the
last days of the vacation. This tenden-
cy should be avoided and they should
be encouraged to make a habit of fin-
ishing their work before or on time at
least. After that kids can be made to do
some general reading. They must read
a newspaper daily. Get your child to
read the headlines to you daily and you
can explain the issues there. They can
also start reading some editorial pag-
es and solving the crossword puzzles
there. If you must watch TV get them
to watch the news channel along with
you till they slowly develop an interest

of their own. Get them to relate these
things they read to the happenings in
real life. You may be surprised to know
how much knowledge your child has or
is actually interested in politics. After
lunch or if kids are feeling a little lazy
or restless they can be allowed to watch
a lictle TV. There are many educative
channels available on TV like Discov-
ery, National Geographic and travel
channels where kids can increase their
general knowledge. They should also
be given early exposure to good reading
material, books and magazines to de-
velop an all around general awareness.
They could be asked to write short
stories, poems or essays on fun topics
are jokes even to develop their imagi-
nation. Old magazine could be used
for making collages to decorate their
rooms. There are many indoor games
also that increase mind and word pow-
er like Chess and Scrabble. You can
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play chess with your kids or they can
play alone against the computer even.
Since kids are so addicted and fond
of electronic media these days and go-
ing further away from nature but fret
not, there is a way to combine the two.
Even small kids these days can operate
smart phones and would love an oppor-
tunity to use yours. Give them nature
assignments. Ask your little one to take
your phone and click five pictures of
something to do with nature for exam-
ple flowers, insects, trees, leaves, stones,
types of soil etc. They could then show
you the photographs and use the net to
identify the names of flowers etc. They
could be asked to make videos also
of some nature activity-birds feeding
on grain, butterflies and bees sipping
nectar from flowers, a spider weaving
a web, ants carrying food, squirrels
climbing trees etc. In this way they will
learn a new hobby- photography which
requires patience, concentration and
imagination and you may be surprised
with the delightful pictures and videos
they come up with! Ask them also to
keep water and grain bowls and feed
the birds. They could also plant a tree
or shrub and be asked to care for it dai-
ly. You could also ask them to join you
in a lictle spring-summer cleaning in
and around the house. This will teach
them to be responsible and keep their
work and living place neat and clean.
In summer months it’s a good idea
to get your kids enrolled in some
swimming pool. This is not only an all-
round exercise but also effectively cools
down the body making kids calm and
tired so they get a good night’s sleep. If
you do not have a pool nearby even in
the house you can make a little splash
pool for kids to sit in. There are plastic
kiddie pools available which are quite
affordable. In the villages kids use the
ponds and canals for swimming which
are often not hygienic and dangerous
even. So it would be good to explore
better options. If you have an airgun or
even a good sling shot at home you can
make a small shooting range at home.
You don't have to wait only for Holi
you can fill small balloons with water
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or air and make kids shoot them down.
Marksmanship makes kids improve
their concentration and posture. Games
can be played in your backyard even - If
you can install a trampoline, hammock
or even a simple swing from a tree kids
would love to play on them. Or make
a tree house which the kids would love
to spend time in. If you hang a rope
on a tree kids love to climb it and it
is an excellent all round exercise. Get
kids to learn to cook, even boys should
be taught the basics of cooking. Or at
least to use the microwave, heat food,
serve it and arrange the table etc. There
are many indoor games available and if
not you can use the old ones from your
childhood - seven stones or pithu, mar-
bles, musical chairs, blind man’s bluff,
hide and seek. You can even organise a
small treasure hunt everyday with clues
which make them think and investigate
around the house itself. Why wait for
a birthday or occasion only? Let your
kids invite their friends for a stay over
pyjama party where they can enjoy
and tell stories to one another. Kids
enjoy ghost stories too. Kids should
be encouraged to take up some hob-
by classes even like painting, dancing,
learning a musical instrument, singing,
flower arrangement etc. You could take

L
ACtiVity ﬁ

them on a small trek or even cycling
and picnics on weekends. If you have a
pet they should be made to participate
in taking care, grooming and feeding
it. This makes kids develop compassion
and caring for all creatures and makes
them responsible. You can also take
kids to the mall with you and teach
them about shopping and accounting
from clothes to vegetables. Kids enjoy
cycling, skating, football and cricket
etc. but if there’s not enough space or
they have to go far outside to find a
park to play in you can even organise
indoor golf putting or croquet in your
backyard which even adults can join in.
Let them go out on the roof or terrace
on a summer night and look at the stars
and try to name and remember all the
constellations. You don’t need to go to
some faraway place it will be fun if kids
can camp or sleep under the stars for a
night using a mosquito net and cooler
installed outside in your backyard, ter-
race or roof top even. These are some
examples to make summer fun, I'm
ruse you can add more innovative ideas
and enjoy the warm season with your

children.

Editor Shiksha Saarthi
deviyanisingh@gmail.com
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NTS

NATIONAL TALENT SEARCH EXAMINATION

(NTSE-2016) STAGE -1
GUJARAT STATE : LCT

¥

Mansiwanted _____ a doctor when she was in Primary Schoaol.
(1) became (2) tobecome (3) becomes (4) had becoms
. (2)
Here the verb want is followed by infinitive
Jaydeep helps his friends but he net by therm,
(1) is + help 2) does + help [3) is + helped (4) does + helped
. (3
Usage of pasive form of simple present tense
The next year, the Government of Gujarat __ business summit at Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar.
(1) omanize (2) omganized (3) will oroganize (4) is organized
. (3)

It is showing a plan to be executed in future through modal verb
Before we reached the cinema hall, the film ‘Bajarangi Bhaijan’

(1) to start (2) started (3) had started (4) was started
(3)
When we want to talk about an action that happened before a pastevent, we often use the past perfect.
| saw a beggar near the temple. He work _ clothes, though it was winter.
(1) tears (£) tearing [:3) tom (4 totear
. (3)

THE WORD TORM DESCRIBES THE NOUN CLOTHES
Meet and [ study in the same school but Meet is cleverer than
(11 (2) my (3) me (4) mine

. (1,3)

Pronoun antecedent agreement rule.

Give the piural from of word ‘'mouse’,

(1) mouses (2) mousies [3] mices (4) mice
4

Plural form of mouse is mice, irregular form of noun.

Dr. A B J. Abdul Kalam was a great scientist, 7

(1) was he (2) ishe (3) wasn't he (4] won't he
(3)

If the question is in positive form the question tag is in negative form

Amit has not a big mobile, ?

(1) has he (2] have he (3] have not he (4] isn't

(1)

If the question is in negative form the question tag is in positive form
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10. Come on India We want a six.
(1) ! 2 . (3 . 4 2
Ans. (1)

Sol. The phrase is showing a strong excitement or cheers, thus 'mark is used to express the emotion
11. Choose the comect inversion question of the following sentence.

Kiran plaved cricket vesterday,
(1) Is Kiran played ericket vesterday 7 2) Was Kiran plaved cricket vesterday ?
[3) Dose Kiran plaved cricket vesterday ? (4} Did Kiran plaved cricket vesterday ?
Ans. (NA)
Sol. The options are all wrong
12, Indiais one of aldest civilization in the world.
(1) a (2] an (3} the 4) at
Ans. (3)
Sol. The determiner "The" shows superdative degree "Oldest”
13, [will stay youl refurn.
(1) either (2) until (3) or (4) after
Ans. (2)

Sol. The conjunction “until” shows a parallel action or time.
Read the passage and give the answer given below it. (1410 17)

Once there was mouse, The mouse always looked worried because it was afraid ol cats. A magician had pity on it
and turned it into cat, Now the cat was afraid of dog. So the magician turned the cat into a deg, The dogbeganto
fear tigers. Now the magician tumed the dog into a tiger. The tiger began to fear hunters. Once day the magician
said, 'Be the mouse, again, you are no better than mouse at heart.'

I4.  What was mouse afraid of?

(1) dog (2] cat (3) car (4 bus
Ans. (2)
Sol. According to reference to context with the given passage
I5. What did the magician turn the cat into ?

(1) rat (2) dog (3) tiger i4) ant
Ans. (2)
Sol. According to reference to context with the given passage
I6.  What did magician do with the dog ?

(1) turned cat (2] mouse (3) tiger (4) hunter
Ans. (3)
Sol. According to reference to context with the given passage
17. Tiger was tumed into 7

(1) cat (2) dog (3) hunter (4) mouse
Ans. (4)
Sol. According to reference to context with the given passage
18. Pick cdd one out.

(1) cat (2) mouse (3) rat {4 hunter
Ans. (4)
Sol. According to reference to context with the given passage http://ntsehelpline.com/wp-content/

uploads/2015/07/NTSE-Sample-Pa-
per-with-Solution-1.pdf

o
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Mother’s love

Drip by drip,

Her empty heart aches.

As she walks along the empty road,
Years long. Along with hardened feet.
A thorn pinches deep inside,

Inside the empty heart. And nebulous soul
Somewhere in distance

A bell tolls.

A star shoots down the fluid space.
Crosses the world to disappear beyond,
Somewhere deep inside.

She looks for a forlorn fruit,

A sweet red berry. A sour green rosella,
Swift wind blew. Making no
muzzle

And she gazed up

With seven plus colors in
her distant eyes,

The sky turned prophetic
With a half-cut moon smil-
ing with,

A half-cut face.

Hanging between the
Azure sky and green conifers
Chirpy birds flying back to
their earthly nests.

Roses swinging from earth
to heaven.

Ethereal music in the ambience
Gold and silver chime.

Two ender feet just traded in the edges of
Her austere life.

Then you came

Smiling. Laughing

Kissing her cheeks with childish innocence,
Pulling her pallu with your strong fists,
Putting dreams in her eyes.

Joy in her soul,

You're the destiny she was searching.

You're the wealth she has earned.

You're the idol she would revere.

You filled the empty space in her heart. And life
With luster of love.

Rakesh Agrawal
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Sonnet 18 : Shall I

. compare theeitola

—c

S,
1 compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,

1. "Optical Phenomenon" in the fringe pattern of CD is BRIt 's lease hath all too short a date:

2. Celsius and Fahrenheit show the same temperature at BT =SNG Lo o of heaven shincs,

3. Exchange particle in Quark-Quark Interaction RSt ethis.his cold complexion dimm'd;

4. The working of a rockets based on the principle of: B it oo foir sometime declines,

5. The pollutants which move downward with percolating PRGN cutc's changing course untrimm'd;
groundwater are called But thy eternal summer shall not fade,

6. Hasdo Valley in Chhattisgarh is famous for Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;

7. Special Theory of Relativity was proposed in Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade,

8. Black hole is an object to be found When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:

9. IRADIAN is

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
10. Fraction of volume of ice seen outside when immersed in

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.
water?
11. The disease " bronchitis " is associated with:
12. Which colour indicate Highest Temperature?
13. Persons sitting in an artificial satellite of the earth has :
14. Light Year is 4
. ’ i\ : - summers-day
15. Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) is mainly a mixture of ] ! it iy (0} =
16. The Ozone layer lies in the g 2K ﬁ
17. Most of the light rays inside a tube -light is in the form of
18. Which is the alkalodid contained in cola drinks?
19. The device used for detecting even feeble current:

20. Anemometer is an instrument used for measuring?

Ans : 1. Interference, 2. 40 3.Gluon 4. Conservation of mo-
mentum 5. Leachates 6. Coal mines 7. 1905 8. in the space 9.
57.3 degree 10. 10.5% 11.Lungs 12. Dull red 13. Zero weight
14. the distance traveled by light in one year 15. propane and
butane 16. Stratosphere 17. ultra -violet light 18. Caffeine 19.
Galvanoscope 20. Wind speed

http://placement.freshersworld.com/general-sci-
ence/33121920
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Smiling releases endorphins in the body, which makes
people feel better.

Kit Kat chocolate bar was introduced to the market in
1935.

The average human head weighs about eight pounds.
Fear of clowns is called coulrophobia.

The average person is about a quarter of an inch taller at
night.

Common pesticides such as roach, termite and flea insec-
ticide can be found in the bodies of majority of Ameri-
cans.

Isaac Asimov is the only author to have a book in every
Dewey-decimal category.

There is no tipping in Iceland.

The founder of JC Penny had the middle name of Cash.
Eating parsley after eating an onion can help in getting
rid of onion breath.

Gorilla gorilla gorilla is the scientific name for the animal
gorilla.

In the U.S. the most common excuse made to get out of
paying a ticket is to say they missed the sign.

A house cat spends 70% of its time sleeping.

The first hair dryer was a vacuum cleaner that was used
for drying hair.

Whale eyes are the size of a grapefruit.

Painting a house yellow or having a yellow trim helps in
selling a house faster.

On August 21st, 1911, someone stole the Mona Lisa, the
most famous painting in the world, from the Louvre Mu-
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seum. It was recovered two years later.

The Great Wall stretches for about 4,500 miles across

North China.

The iron disulfide (Pyrite) is considered "fool's gold" be-

cause it looks very similar to gold.

Nutmeg is extremely poisonous if injected intraveinously.

A dentist from Buffalo New York named Alfred P. South-

wick invented the electric chair.

ABBA got their name by taking the first letter from each

of their names (Agnetha, Bjorn, Benny, Anni-frid.)

The space between your eyebrows is called the Glabella.

Grapes are grown around the world more than any other

fruit.

The best selling game in history for coin-operated ma-

chines is Pac-Man.

The Olympic torch weighs about 3 pounds.

The famous Christmas song "Jingle Bells" was written

for a Thanksgiving program in 1857 by James Pierpont.

At the time, the song was called "The One-Horse Open

Sleigh."

Initially golf balls were made out of wood. After that they

were made out of leather which was stuffed with feathers.

Russian .M. Chisov survived a 21,980 plunge out of a

plane with no parachute. He landed on the steep side of a

snow-covered mountain with only a fractured pelvis and

slight concussion.

The oldest actor to win a Best Actor Oscar is Henry Fon-

da. He was 76 when he won it.
http://www.greatfacts.com/

FS-TF 2019




Haryana GK Questions

1. Who was the first Chief Minister
of Haryana?Ans: Bhagwat Dayal
Sharma(B.D. Sharma)

2. Who was the first Governor of
Haryana?Ans: Dharma Vira

3. Which personality from Haryana
became the Miss World 2017 title

holder?Ans: Manushi Chhillar
from Sonipat

4. Who is the person from Haryana
who served as Chief of Indian
Army Staff from 2010-2012?Ans:
General VK. Singh

5. Who is the Haryanvi person served

as Governor of Karnataka state
from 2009 to 2014?Ans: H.R.
Bhardwaj

6. Which Haryanvi freedom fight-
er took part in Great Revolt of
18572Ans: Ganga Singh Gurjar

7. When was President’s Rule first
imposed in Haryana?Ans: 2 No-
vember 1967

8. What type of legislature exists in
Haryana ?Ans: Unicameral

9. There are how many Rajya Sabha
seats in Haryana?Ans: 5

10. How many Lok Sabha seats

N

o
Quiz ﬁt

tional Congress, Indian National
Lok Dal(INLD), Bharatiya Janata
Party and Bahujan Samaj Party
13. When was Haryana formed
as a partial state of India?Ans: 1
November 1966
14. When was the Battle of Tara-
in(Taraori)fought?Ans: In 1191
and 1192
15. Thanesar(Thaneswar)was
the capital of which Pushyabhuti
king?Ans: Harshavardhana
16. In which year did Firoz Shah
Tughlak build a fort in Hisar dis-
trict?’Ans: 1354
17. When was the first Battle of
Panipat was fought?’Ans: 1526
18. When did the second Battle
M of Panipat take place?Ans: 1556
19. Who was defeated in the sec-
ond Battle of Panipat.Ans: Hemu
20. In which village of Haryana
is the oldest Indus Valley Civiliza-
tion site found?Ans: Rakhigarhi

are there in Haryana?Ans: 10
11. There are how many seats in

Haryana State Legislative Assem-
bly?Ans: 90

12. How many major political
parties are existing in the state of
Haryana?Ans: Four- Indian Na-
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