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fava— Instructions Regarding Court Case filed by Cooks for Minimum Wages.
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D.0. No.10-8/2012-EE.5 (MDM-1-2) 11" September, 2012

Dear Colleagues,

This Ministry is observing that many Cooks and their Unions have moved to various
High Courts either claiming pay under Minimum Wages Act, payment of honorarium for 12
‘months, adoption of norms in engaging cooks and pay at par with class IV employees. Union
of India has to file replies in these cases.

W12 2. The Ministry has recently come across the judgement of Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana
. High Court in the case of Avtar Singh vs State of Punjab and others (CWP No.14796 of

¥ i%gw 2003) delivered November 2011 which has been relied upon by the same High Court

| : in its judgement in CWP 9760 of the Class IV Employees Union of Education
L. Byl

;)/ o4~ 2=~ Department(Cooks) engaged by Punjab governm mment and has decided that in the cases of

T (uom “Cooks who are getting honorarium under Mid Day Meal Scheme, they are employed under a
rp;%
A

contract which is governed by the terms and conditions of service of that contract and ccok-
\cum -helpers cannot claim equal pay on the basis of equal work.

st ) y This is a part time job as only one meal has to be cooked on a school day. Therefore,

the cook-cum-helpers cannot be paid honorarium equivalent to the minimum wages given to

labourers

It is, therefore, advised that in future while dealing with Court cases on the above
2/ / subject the judgements delivered by the Punjab and Haryana High Court as quoted above
may be relied upon in defending such cases.

With regards,
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(Rita Chatterjee)

Ms. Surina Rajan,
Principal Secretary
Government of Haryana
Education Department
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