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EVERY DROP COUNTS

Water body census is a welcome initiative. Increasing reliance
on local sources will make it more informative

NAFIRST-EVER count of its kind, a census has recorded an overwhelming dispar-

ity between rural and urban areas in terms of water bodies. The report highlights

that cities and towns have less than 3 per cent of these reservoirs. Conducted by

theJal Shakti ministry, the survey included natural and human-made water repos-
itories like ponds, tanks, and lakes. With nearly 7,50,00 water bodies, West Bengal tops
the list. The country’s most populous state, Uttar Pradesh, is a distant second with about
2,50,000 repositories. At a time when stressed aquifers pose difficult ecological, eco-
nomicand policy challenges — including for the government’s flagship scheme of provid-
ing drinking water to every household — the significance of this database cannot be over-
stated. With details on the size, encroachment status and storage capacity of the water
bodies, the report could help policymakers arrive at informed decisions on matters as
diverse as urban planning and rural employment generation schemes.

The Centre has been conducting a census of minor irrigation structures every five years
since 1986.Much of the data indirectly compiled from the population Census by government
agencies has also focused on minor irrigation works. The irrigation-centred approach was,
toanextent, a fallout of the inclination of successive governments to view tanks, ponds and
canals as economic utilities, rather than critical resources for human and ecological well-be-
ing. In the past two decades, there have been some attempts at course correction. The UPA
government, for instance, launched the Repair, Renovation and Restoration of Water Bodies
scheme in 2005 and MGNREGA works have focussed on reviving traditional water bodies.
Butthe lack of a comprehensive database has meant that these projects have not done suf-
ficient justice to their objectives. The significance of the current study is underscored by the
fact thatitcounted nearly five times the number of repositories enumerated by the last mi-
nor irrigation survey in 2013-14. The past studies did not have much data on urban centres.
The enumeration of tanks, lakes and other water sources in cities and towns was left, largely,
to civil society outfits and academic institutions. Such endeavours did provide valuable in-
sights into the depletion of lakes in cities such as Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Chennai, Srinagar
and Bengaluru. The government's entry into the field is sure to make the dataricher.

That said, such enumeration initiatives will not do adequate justice to their objec-
tives if they remain top-down affairs. Making panchayats, municipalities and other lo-
cal bodies the nodal points for future water body surveys as well as roping in civil so-
ciety groups in the endeavour could help policymakers arrive at a better picture of the
water crisis, and frame solutions.
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Waterbodies’ census puts
State’s count at 55,734

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala has 55,734 waterbo-
dies out of which 9,184 are
‘not in use’ and 111 are
plagued by encroachment,
indicate the first census re-
port on waterbodies in the
country released by the
Union Jal Shakti Ministry.
Waterbodies in Kerala
include 51,007 ponds, 848
tanks, four lakes, 63 reser-
voirs, 3,349 water conser-
vation schemes/percola-
tion tanks/check-dams and
463 other waterbodies, ac-
cording to the report.

The definition

Kerala ranked 12th overall
in the number of waterbo-
dies, and third in their
number in urban loca-
tions. For the purpose of
the census, ‘waterbodies’
were defined as “all natu-
ral or man-made units
bounded on all sides with
some or no masonry work
used for storing water for
irrigation or other purpos-
es.”

The Union Ministry
launched the first census in
convergence with the Sixth
Minor Irrigation Census. Of

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

National census says
9,184 waterbodies
are ‘not in use’

and 111 have been
encroached upon

the waterbodies in the
State, 49,725 are in rural
areas and 6,009 in urban
locations.

In the number of urban
ones, Kerala stood third af-
ter West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu. In all, 46,550 water-
bodies are in use in Kerala,
while 9,184 have fallen into
disuse owing to a variety of
reasons.

As many as 8,286
ponds, 81 tanks, two reser-
voirs, 721 water conserva-
tion schemes/percolation
tanks/check-dams and 112
other waterbodies are in
the ‘not in use’ category.
Reasons include drying up,
construction, siltation, sa-
linity and being rendered
unusable due to the influx
of industrial effluents. In
the latter category, there
were 43 waterbodies. As
many as 1,326 were also
designated as ‘destroyed
beyond repair.

Of the waterbodies in
use, a little over 20,000
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were being used for irriga-
tion and 10,192 for domes-
tic/drinking water purpos-
es. As many as 2,663 were
put to use for fish farming
and 260 others, for indus-
trial purposes.

Encroachments were re-
ported in 111 waterbodies,
mostly in rural areas. In
the case of seven of these,
the extent of encroach-
ment was found to be more
than 75%.

West Bengal on top
Of the 24.24 lakh waterbo-
dies counted nationwide,
West Bengal had 7.5 lakh,
topping the list. The cen-
sus was carried out with
the objective of creating a
national database for wa-
terbodies. West Bengal has
the highest number of
ponds and reservoirs, And-
hra Pradesh and Tamil Na-
du topped the list for tanks
and lakes respectively and
Maharashtra, that of water
conservation schemes.
The Kerala government
had announced plans to
dig 2,000 ponds as part of
water conservation mea-
sures. The first 1,000 were
inaugurated on March 22,
World Water Day.
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LETTERS

TN ENCROACHMENTS

The union water resources
ministry’s report that Tamil
Nadu stands first in
encroachment of water bod-
ies should make the authori-
ties squirm. It is an undeni-
able fact many water bodies
were encroached upon with
the knowledge of official-
dom and politicians too,
regardless of who was in
power. For example, the
Korattur lake was once cov-
ering 1,300 acres area but
due to encroachments it
has shrunk to hardly 300
acres. The encroachers not
only built houses but also
colleges and huge commer-
cial buildings
courtesy babus and netas
whose palms were greased.
Otherwise the buildings
would not have been pro-
vided TNEB, water and
sewage connections and
pucca bitumen roads laid.
CM Mr.Stalin should emu-
late his UP counterpart CM
Yogi Adithyanath, send bull-
dozers and JCBs to remove
encroachments in the water
bodies without political bias.
A.Seshagiri Rao
Chennai

LOVE BEYOND
BOUNDARIES

In the ongoing IPL we witnessed
MSD’s fans wearing a CSK jersey with
his face on it when he walked in to bat
against RCB. He might have retired
from international cricket but when it
comes to popularity, very few crick-
eters on earth can stake claim to the
kind of love and admiration ‘Captain
Cool’” enjoys in the cricketing arena.
This is a classic example of a great
cricketer and a fine human and the
tribute for MSD from his fans is true
love beyond boundaries which will be
relished forever.

A. P. Thiruvadi, Chennai

HI-TECH TOILETS

The government constructing new hi-
tech toilets keeping in mind needs of
the differently-abled too is praisewor-
thy. Many cities have toilets below fly-
overs with a small garden and bench-
es. But it is also important to keep
existing toilets clean and make them
common man friendly. People are sen-
sitive, apart from cleanliness, good fra-
grance and music too could also be
played. Mahatma Gandhi said "I
learnt from the West 35 years ago that
alavatory must be as clean as a draw-

ing-room.
T.S.Karthik, Chennai

Downloaded from

SAMV:-D

English

Bureau

6



Sicall
PRESS INFORMATION B

Publication Deccan Chronicle Language English
Edition Hyderabad Journalist Bureau
Date 24/04/2023 Page no 1
CCM 14

WATER BODIES
FOR IRRIGATION:
TS IN TOP RANK

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 23

The first census on water
bodies across the country,
released by the Union jal
shakti ministry, listed
Telangana among the Top
five states with regard to
use of water bodies in irri-
gation.

The state was listed along
with Jharkhand, Andhra
Pradesh, West Bengal and
Gujarat in the report that
Union jal shakti minister

Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat released on
Sunday.

The census enumerated
24,24,540 water bodies
nationwide, out of which
97.1 per cent (23,55,055)
were in the rural areas and
2.9 per cent (69,485) in the
urban areas.

The census provided a
comprehensive inventory
of water resources, includ-
ing natural and man-made
water bodies, and collected
data on the encroachment
of water bodies. The cen-
sus highlighted disparities
between rural and urban
areas and varying levels of
encroachment and
revealed crucial insights
into water resources.
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Karnataka has 26,994 water
bodies, finds census

NEWDELH!, DHNS: India has
24.24 lakh water bodies, like
ponds, tanks and lakes, with
West Bengal accounting for
the most (7.47 lakh) and Sik-
kim the least (134), according
to the census of water bodies
released by the Ministry of Jal
Shakdi.

A total of 26,994 water bod-
ies have been enumerated in
Karnataka, out of which 97.1%
(26,205) areinrural areasand
the remaining 2.9% (789) are
in urban areas, said the re-
port. Thefirst-ever census con-
ducted by the ministrysaid that
out of 24.,24,540 water bodies

‘that have been enumerated in

the country, 97.1%(23,55,055)
are in rural areas and 2.9%
(69,485) areinurban areas.

Thetopfive statesintermsof
the number ofwater bodiesare
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha

and Assam, which constitute -

around 63% of the total water
bodies.

The top five states in terms
of the number of water bodies
in urban areas are West Ben-
gal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Uttar
Pradesh and Tripura, where-
as, for rural areas, the top five
are WB, UP, AP, Odisha and
Assam.

Totally, 59.5% of water bod-

iesare ponds, followed by tanks
(15.7%), reservoirs (12.1%),
water conservation schemes/
percolation tanks/check dams
(9.3%),1akes (0.9%) and others
(2.5%). While 55.2% of water
bodies are owned by private en-
tities, the rest 44.8% are inthe
domain of public ownership.

The census showed out of
all publicly owned water bod-
ies, the maximum number are
owned by Panchayats, followed
by state irrigation/state water
resources department.

Out of all privately owned
water bodies, the maximum
are in the hands of individual
owners/farmers, followed bya
group of individuals and other
private bodies.

Out of the total water bod-
iesenumerated, 78% are man-
made, 22% are natural water
bodies and 1.6% (38,496)
water bodies, out of the total
enumerated are reported to
be encroached upon. Of this,
95.4% are in rural areas and
the remaining 4.6% are in ur-
banareas, the reportsaid.

The census covered all im-
portant aspects of the water
bodies including their type,
condition, status of encroach-
ments, use, storage capacity,
status of filling up of storage,
ete.
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Most of 24 lakh water bodies
are in rural areas, says survey

AMIT MUKHERJEE @ New Delhi

Out of over 25 lakh active water
bodies in the country, rural In-
dia accounts for about 97 per
cent and only 3 per cent are ac-
tive in urban areas, according
to India’s first-ever census of
water resources.

FIRST-EVER CENSUS

Total TYPES

ponds 59.5%
24, 24, 5 4 O Tanks 15.7%

Reservoirs 12.1%

97.1%inrural areas

HIGHLIGHTS
West Bengal 7,47,480
UttarPradesh ~ 2,45,087
Andhra Pradesh  1,90,777

According to ‘Irrigation Cen- 2.9% arein Lakes 0.9% Odisha 1,81,837
sus, the first%everlc colr)nlc)lljehegl- urban areas others 2.5% Assam 1,72,492
sive census of water bodies, i ;

" o 78 % man-made Water conservation Gljarat s
iy TR ol SIRlEl o schemes/percolati Delhi 893
evaluate the water security sit- 229%0 natural kSRR dams[BBO/o

uation, India has 24,24,540 wa-
ter bodies, out of which 97.1 per

Maharashtra 97,062
Madhya Pradesh 82,643

cent (23,55,055) are in rural ar- 18K 9765

eas and 2.9 per cent (69,485) are s -

in urban areas. Slkkim o
The survey revealed that 78 Uttarakhand 3,096

per cent water bodies are man- Himachal Pradesh 88,017

made whereas 22 per cent are

natural water bodies and 1.6 L7 ] =il

per cent (38,496) water bodies Telangana 64,055

have been encroached upon.
The census, which was
launched in convergence with
the 6th Minor Irrigation Cen-
sus, provides a comprehensive
inventory of India’s water re-
sources, including natural and
man-made water bodies like
ponds, tanks, lakes, and more.
It was also aimed at o collect-
ing data on the encroachment
of water bodies. The census
also highlighted disparities be-
tween rural and urban areas
and varying levels of encroach-
ment and revealed insights into
the country’s water resources.
According to ministry sourc-
es, the survey was undertaken
with the aim to identify, evalu-

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

ate, conserve and preserve the
water bodies as water is “an im-
portant aspect for development
which is linked with every Sus-
tainable Development Goal”.
With availability of water be-
inglimited and the gap between
the supply and demand widen-
ing over time, concerted efforts
are needed to conserve and pre-
serve these water bodies, a sen-
ior ministry official said.
Water being a critical ele-
ment, the Ministry of Jal Shak-
ti which is the nodal ministry
for laying down policy guide-
lines and programmes for the
development, conservation and
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management of water as a na-
tional resource.

The census has released in-
formation on all important as-
pects of the water bodies, in-
cluding their type, condition,
status of encroachments, use
and storage capacity and status
of filling up was collected.

The survey took into account
all uses of water bodies like ir-
rigation, industry, pisciculture,
domestic and drinking, recrea-
tion, religious, ground water
recharge etc. Census has been
successfully completed and the
pan-India and state-wise re-
ports have been published.
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Most of 24 lakh water bodies
are in rural areas, says survey

AMIT MUKHERIJEE @ New Delhi

Outof over 25 lakh active water
bodies in the country, rural In-
dia accounts for about 97 per
cent and only 3 per cent are ac-
tive in urban areas, according
to India’s first-ever census of
water resources.

According to ‘Irrigation Cen-
sus, the first-ever comprehen-
sive census of water bodies, by
the Ministry of Jal Shakti to
evaluate the water security sit-
uation, India has 24.24,540 wa-
ter bodies, out of which 97.1 per
cent (23,55,055) are in rural ar-
eas and 2.9 per cent (69,485) are
in urban areas.

The survey revealed that 78
per cent water bodies are man-
made whereas 22 per cent are
natural water bodies and 1.6
per cent (38,496) water bodies
have been encroached upon.

The census, which was
launched in convergence with
the 6th Minor Irrigation Cen-
sus, provides a comprehensive
inventory of India’s water re-
sources, including natural and
man-made water bodies like
ponds, tanks, lakes, and more.

It was also aimed at o collect-
ing data on the encroachment
of water bodies. The census
also highlighted disparities be-
tween rural and urban areas
and varying levels of encroach-
ment and revealed insights into
the country’s water resources.

According to ministry sourc-
es, the survey was undertaken
with the aim to identify, evalu-
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ate, conserve and preserve the
water bodies as water is “an im-
portantaspect for development
which is linked with every Sus-
tainable Development Goal”.
With availability of water be-
ing limited and the gap between
the supply and demand widen-
ing over time, concerted efforts
areneeded to conserveand pre-
serve these water bodies, asen-
ior ministry official said.
Water being a critical ele-
ment, the Ministry of Jal Shak-
ti which is the nodal ministry
for laying down policy guide-
lines and programmes for the
development, conservation and
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management of water as a na-
tional resource.

The census has released in-
formation on all important as-
pects of the water bodies, in-
cluding their type, condition,
status of encroachments, use
and storage capacity and status
of filling up was collected.

The survey took into account
all uses of water bodies like ir-
rigation, industry, pisciculture,
domestic and drinking, recrea-
tion, religious, ground water
recharge etc. Census has been
successfully completed and the
pan-India and state-wise re-
ports have been published.
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Centre conducts first-ever census of water bodies across the
country

By AIR News
April 23, 2023
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Ministry of Jal Shakti has conducted the first-ever census of water bodies across the nation. The
census provides a comprehensive inventory of India’s water resources, including natural and
man-made water bodies like ponds and lakes. In the census, over 24.24 lakh water bodies have
been enumerated in the country out of which more than 23 lakh water bodies are in rural areas
and nearly 69,000 are in urban areas. The top five States in terms of number of water bodies are
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Assam which constitute around 63 per
cent of the total water bodies in the country. The Census also highlighted disparities between
rural and urban areas and varying levels of encroachment and revealed crucial insights into the

country’s water resources.



The Times of India

A file photograph of the EKWY

KOLKATA: Bengal emerged as the state with the highest
number of water bodies, and Sikkim, the least, revealed the
country's first census of water bodies carried out by the
ministry of Jal Shakti. Out of 24 2 lakh water bodies, 75 lakh
are in Bengal, the report found.

South 24 Parganas ranked as the top district with the
highest (3.5 lakh) number of water bodies in the country.
Bengal has the highest number of ponds and reservoirs,
whereas Andhra Pradesh has the highest number of tanks;
Tamil Nadu has the most lakes and Maharashtra is the
leading state for water conservation schemes.



State-wise data
State

Bengal 7.5 lakkh

Uttar 2.4 lakh
Pradesh

Andhra 19 lakh
Pradesh

Odisha 1.8 lakh
Assam 1.7 lakh

Delhi 193
Chandigarh 188
Sikkim 134

During this first census, 24 24 540 water bodies were
enumerated in the country, of which 59.5% (14,42 993) are
ponds, 1579 {(3,81,805) are tanks, 1219 (2.92,280) are reservoirs
and the remaining 12.79% (3,07 462) are water conservation
schemes, check dams or percolation tanks, lakes and other
water bodies. Out of all enumerated water bodies in India,
9719% (23.55,055) are in rural areas with only 299 (69,485) in
urban areas.

The study’'s objective was to develop a national database for
all water bodies by collecting information on their size,
condition, status of encroachment, use, storage capacity,
and status of filling up of storage. Until the Sth minor
rrigation census, water body data was only available at the
village level The first water body census included data on all
tvpes of water bodies in both rural and urban areas. For the
first time, data on the encroachment of water bodies was
also gathered, the report said.

The census defines a water body as "all-natural or man-
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Man-rmade water bodies make up 78% (18,90 453) of the total
number listed, and 22% (534077 are natural water bodies.

n terms of storage capacity, 50% (12,12 283) water bodies
have storage capacity between 1,000 cubic metres and
10,000 cubic metres, whereas 12.7% (3,06 960) have storage

e

capacity of more than 10,000 cubic metres

ot all the enumerated water bodies, 1.6% are reported to
hawve been encroached - 95.4% are im rural areas and 4.6% in
urban areas. Out of all encroached water bodies, 62 5% have
ess than 25% area under encroachment, whereas 1.8% have

more than 75% area under encroachment
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EXPRESSOVIEW

The Centre has been conducting a census of minor irlgation structures every five years since 1986.
Much of the data indirectly compiled from the population Census by govemment agencies has also
focused on minor irrigation works.

In a first-ever count of its kind, a census has recorded an overwhelming disparity
between rural and urban areas in terms of water bodies. The report highlights that
cities and towns have less than 3 per cent of these reservoirs. Conducted by the Jal
Shakti ministry, the survey included natural and human-made water repositories
like ponds, tanks, and lakes. With nearly 7,50,00 water bodies, West Bengal tops the
list. The country's most populous state, Uttar Pradesh, is a distant second with about
2,50,000 repositories. At a time when stressed aquifers pose difficult ecological,
economic and policy challenges — including for the government's flagship scheme
of providing drinking water to every household — the significance of this database
cannot be overstated. With details on the size, encroachment status and storage



The Centre has been conducting a census of minor irrigation structures every five
years since 1986. Much of the data indirectly compiled from the population Census
by government agencies has also focused on minor irrigation works. The irrigation-
centred approach was, to an extent, a fallout of the inclination of successive
governments to view tanks, ponds and canals as economic utilities, rather than
critical resources for human and ecological well-being. In the past two decades,
there have been some attempts at course correction. The UPA government, for
instance, launched the Repair, Renovation and Restoration of Water Bodies scheme
in 2005 and MGNREGA works have focussed on reviving traditional water bodies.
But the lack of a comprehensive database has meant that these projects have not
done sufficient justice to their objectives. The significance of the current study is
underscored by the fact that it counted nearly five times the number of repositories
enumerated by the last minor irrigation survey in 2013-14. The past studies did not
have much data on urban centres, The enumeration of tanks, lakes and other water
sources in cities and towns was left, largely, to civil society outfits and academic
institutions. Such endeavours did provide valuable insights into the depletion of
lakes in cities such as Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Chennai, Srinagar and Bengaluru.
The government’s entry into the field is sure to make the data richer.

That said, such enumeration initiatives will not do adequate justice to their
objectives if they remain top-down affairs. Making panchayats, municipalities and
other local bodies the nodal points for future water body surveys as well as roping
in civil society groups in the endeavour could help policymakers arrive at a better
picture of the water crisis, and frame solutions.

it The inecien Express (P) Ltd
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Bengal tops list of States with most ponds
and reservoirs: first-ever waterbody

census

Over 24 lakh waterbodies across India, states census data released by the Ministry of Jal Shaktm
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Amritpal Singh Arrest Live Updates:
After arrest, Amritpal Singh taken to
Dibrugarh jail amid high security
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Delhi News Live Updates: Delhi records
948 new Covid cases, 2 deaths; positivity
rate at 26%
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West Bengal's South 24 Parganas has been ranked as the top district having the highest (3.55 lakh)
number of waterbodies across the country. In addition to West Bengal, six other states have over one
lakh waterbodies, while four states and UTs account for less than 1,000 waterbodies each (see box).

Karnataka Assembly Election 2023 Live
India has 24.24 lakh waterbodies like ponds, tanks and lakes, with West Bengal Updates: As Rahul Gandhi arrives in

accounting for the most (7.47 lakh) and Sikkim the least (134), according to the e
Shettar and others

19 hours ago
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[ndia conducts frst-ever censts of water bodies
Here's some revelations

ETOnline  Last Updated: Apr 23, 2023, 1076 PMIST
SHARE  FONTSZE SAVE DANT - COMMENT

Synopsis

About 2,424 540 water bodies have been enumerated in the country by the Minitry of
Ja Shakti out of which 971 per cent are in rural areasand only 29 per cent are in urban
areas, The top five states in terms of a number of water bodies are West Bengal, Uttar

Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Ocisha and Assam - which constitute around 63 per cent of
the total water bodies in the country

The Indian government conducted it ist-ever censts of water bodies, the
censts will ke & comprebense inventory of [ndia's water resoutce
inchuding natural and man-made water bodies ke ponds,tanks akes, and




WATER BODIES ' more The inventory has collected data

Q=R = € @) FIRST CENSUS REPORT _
on the encroachment of water bodies.

The census also highlighted the
disparities between rural and urban
areas and other issues related with
varying levels of encroachment and

reveals crucial insights into the

India conducts first-ever census of water bodies;

Here's some revelations country's water resources.

About 2,424,540 water bodies have been enumerated in the country by the
Ministry of Jal Shakti, out of which 97.1 per cent are in rural areas and only 2.9

per cent are in urban areas.

Ykid 10 DI

The top five states in terms of a number of water bodies are West Bengal,
Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Assam -- which constitute
around 63 per cent of the total water bodies in the country.

The top five States in terms of the number of water bodies in urban areas are
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and Tripura, whereas in rural




areas, top five States are West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha
and Assam.

West Bengal has highest number of ponds and reservoirs, whereas Andhra
Pradesh has highest number of tanks, Tamil Nadu has highest number of
lakes and Maharashtra is the leading state for water conservation scheme.

59.5 per cent of water bodies are ponds, followed by tanks (15.7 per cent),
reservoirs (12.1 per cent), Water conservation schemes/percolation tanks/check
dams (9.3 per cent), lakes (0.9 per cent) and others (2.5 per cent).

It was found that 55.2 per cent of water bodies are owned by private entities
whereas 44.8 per cent of water bodies are in the domain of public ownership.

According to the report, 9.6% (2,32,637) water bodies are located in tribal areas,
8.8% (2,13,454) in flood prone areas, 7.2% (1,74,592) in the area under “Drought
Prone Areas Programme”, 2% (49,470) water bodies are in the naxal affected
areas, 0.7% (16,018) under Desert Development Programme (DDP) whereas
remaining 71.7% (17,38,369) water bodies are located in other areas.

A major proportion of water bodies i.e., 83.7% (20,30,040) are in use whereas
remaining 16.3% (3,94,500) are not in use on account of drying up,

construction, siltation, destroyed beyond repair, salinity and other reasons.
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First national census on waterbodies puts Kerala’s
count at 55,734

In Kerala, 9,184 are ‘not in use’ and 111 are encroached, says the report. The State is ranked third on the list of
waterbodies in urban areas, after West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, and 12th overall.

April 23,2023 08:15 pm | Updated 08:15 pm IST - THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
TIKIRAJWI
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Kerala has 55,734 waterbodies out of which 9,184 are ‘not in use’ and 111 are plagued by encroachment, indicate the first census report on
waterbodies in the country released by the Union Jal Shakti Ministry.

Waterbodies in Kerala include 51,007 ponds, 848 tanks, four lakes, 63 reservoirs, 3,349 water conservation schemes/percolation
tanks/check-dams and 463 other waterbodies, according to the report.

The definition

Kerala ranked 12th overall in the number of waterbodies, and third in their number in urban locations. For the purpose of the census,
‘waterbodies' were defined as “all natural or man-made units bounded on all sides with some or no masonry work used for storing water
for irrigation or other purposes.”

The Union Ministry launched the first census in convergence with the Sixth Minor Irrigation Census. Of the waterbodies in the State,
49725 are in rural areas and 6,009 in urban locations. In the number of urban ones, Kerala stood third after West Bengal and Tamil Nadu.
[n all, 46,550 waterbodies are in use in Kerala, while 9,184 have fallen into disuse owing to a variety of reasons.

As many as 8,286 ponds, 81 tanks, two reservoirs, 721 water conservation schemes/percolation tanks/check-dams and 112 other
waterbodies are in the ‘not in use’ category. Reasons include drying up, construction, siltation, salinity and being rendered unusable due to
the influx of industrial effluents. In the latter category, there were 43 waterbodies. As many as 1,326 were also designated as ‘destroyed
beyond repair.’

Of the waterbodies in use, a little over 20,000 were being used for irrigation and 10,192 for domestic/drinking water purposes. As many as
2,663 were put to use for fish farming and 260 others, for industrial purposes.

Encroachments were reported in 111 waterbodies, mostly in rural areas. In the case of seven of these, the extent of encroachment was
found to be more than 75%.

West Bengal on top

Of the 24.24 lakh waterbodies counted nationwide, West Bengal had 7.5 lakh, topping the list. The census was carried out with the
objective of creating a national database for waterbodies. West Bengal has the highest number of ponds and reservoirs, Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu topped the list for tanks and lakes respectively and Maharashtra, that of water conservation schemes.
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The Deccan Herald

Over 24 lakh water bodies across India, 26,994 in Karnataka

Top five states in terms of the number of water bodies in urban areas are West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and Tripura

? Ajith Athrady, DHNS, New Delhi, APR 232023, 20:191ST | UPDATED: APR 232023, 20:19 IST

View of Be_nn;gannhalli lake in_B;ngpi;nm. Credlt bH Ph;to/BK.lannrdhan

India has 24.24 lakh water bodies like ponds, tanks and lakes, with West Bengal accounting for the most (7.47 lakh) and Sikkim the least (134), according to the
census of waterbodies released by the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

The first-ever census of water bodies conducted by the Ministry also said that out of 24,24,540 water bodies that have been enumerated in the country, 97.1 per cent
(23,55,055) are in rural areas and only 2.9 per cent (69,485) are in urban areas.



Top fivestates in terms of number of water bodies are West Bengal,Utar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Assam, which constitute around 63 per cent of the
total water bodies nthe country,

Top five states n terms of the number of water bodies in urban areas are West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and Tripura, whereas the samefor rural

areas are West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, and Assam,

59.5 per cent of the total water bodies are ponds, followed by tanks (15.7 per cent], reservoirs {12.1 per cent], water conservation schemes/percolation tanks/check

dams (9.3 per cent], lakes (0.9 per cent) and others (25 per cent)
55.2 per cent of water bodies are owned by private entities whereas 4.8 per cent are inthe domain of public ownership.

The census also revealed that out of all publicly owned water bodies, the maximum are owned by Panchayats, followed by the states' igation/State Water

Resources Departments.

Qut of all privately owned water bodies, the maximum are in the hands of Individual owners/farmers, followed by a group of indviduals and other private bodies,

said the report,

Qut of total water bodies enumerated, 78 per cent water bodies are man-made whereas 22 per cent are natural, L6 per cent (38 496) water bodies out of all the

enumerated water bodies are reported to be encroached out ofwhich 95.4 per cent arein rural areas and remaining 4.6 per cent in urban areas, said the report.

The census covered all mportant aspects of the water bodies including their type, condition, status of encroachments, use, storage capacity, status offiling up of

storage, efc. It covered all the water bodies located in rural as well as urban areas that are in-use or not in-use, said a statement from the Jal Shakti Minisry.



The

The tap five states in termes of number of water bodies are West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Assam which possess around 63 per
cent of the total water bodies in the country, said the frst-ever census of water bodies across the nation conducted by the Ministry of Jal Shakti

A total of 24 24 340 water bodies have been enumerated in ndia, ut ofwhich 57 1 per cent (2335,055) arein rural areas and onfy 29 per cent (69 485)
are in urban areas, the census said

The census provides a comprehensive inventory of India s water resources, including natural and man-made water bodies like ponds, tanks, lakes, and
more, and to collect data on the encroachment of water bodies

The cnstsalsighlhteddisprtie et ol and urban aeas and varying vl of encroachment and reveled ruil nsihts nfo hecountrys
Wale! FESOUTCES

Top v state it o b o water odies i i areas are WestBengl, Tami Nadu, Keral, Utta Pradeshana Tripura whees nruralarezs
0p vestates are West Bengal, Utta Pradech, Andhra Pradesh, Oha and Agsam, sa the ke Aindings ofthe censis

hecees e i 595 e entof vt e pon ol ks 157 e con) s 121 e can] Wt cosnatin




Mint

Jal shakti ministry releases report enumerating over 2.4 million water bodles
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Arownd 55 2% of watcr bodics arc owned by private ontitics, whorcas 44 8% of wator bodics arc in the domain of public owncrship.

Waat Bangal Uttar Pradesi, Andiwra Prodesh, Odisha, and Assas have Tt moat waler bodies with a share of 639 in the conntry

The census of water bodies conducted by the Jal Shakti ministry enumerated 2.4 million water bodies in the country, out of which 2.3 million
water bodies are in rural areas and 69,485 are in urban areas.

About 59.5% of water bodies are pands, followed by tanks (15.7%), reservoirs {12.1%), Water conservation schemes/percolation tanks;chack
dams (9.3%), lakes (0.9%) and others (2.5%), according to Jal Shakti ministry’s census cn water bodies report.

Around 55.2% of water bodies are owned by private entities, whereas 44 3% of water bodies are in the domain of public ownership.

Aiming at providing a comprehensive imventory of India's water resources, including natural and man-made water bodies such as ponds, tanks,
lakes, and more, and collecting daia on the encroachment of water bodies, the Ministry of Jal Shakti has conducted the first-ever census of
water bodies across the nation.



the country’s water resources.

Census to have a comprehensive national database of all water bodies. The information on type, condition, status of encroachments, use,
storage capacity, status of filling up of storage of water bodies was collected. It covered all the water bodies located in rural as well as urban
areas that are in-use or not in-use.

The census also considered all types of uses of water bodies like irrigation, industry, pisciculture, domestic drinking, recreation, religious,
ground water recharge etc.

The IEC division of Jal Shakti ministry is ensuring dissemination of the Census report especially for planners, research scholars, agricultural
and water scientists, policy makers, administrators, and all other stakeholders across the country.
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In A First, Centre Conducts Water Bodies'
ensus

The census highlighted disparities between rural and urban areas and varying levels of encroachment
and revealed crucial insights into the country's water resources.

India Mews | Asian News International | Updated: April 23, 2023 9:33 pm IST

About 2,424,540 water bodies have been enumerated in the country.
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New Delhi: For the first time in India, the government has conducted the first-ever

census of water bodies.

The census provided a comprehensive inventory of India's water resources,
including natural and man-made water bodies like ponds, tanks, lakes, and more,
and to collect data on the encroachment of water bodies.

The census highlighted disparities between rural and urban areas and varying
levels of encroachment and revealed crucial insights into the country's water

resources.

About 2,424,540 water bodies have been enumerated in the country by the
Ministry of Jal Shakti, out of which 97.1 per cent are in rural areas and only 2.9



It was found that 55.2 per cent of water bodies are owned by private entities

whereas 44.8 per cent of water bodies are in the domain of public ownership.

(Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by NDTV
staff and is published from a syndicated feed.)
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First-ever waterbody census: West Bengal tops list among states, Sikkim at the bottom
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Apr 21, 2003 3:57:45 PM IST (Published)

This census is in convergence with the 6th Minor Irrigation (MI) Census under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme "lrrigation

Census" launched by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, It aims to create a national database of all water bodies in the country by
collecting information on their size, condition, encroachment status, storage capacity, and other important aspects. The census

covered both rural and urban areas and captured photographs of water bodies using a mobille app developed for the purpose,

West Bengal has the highest number of water bodles In India whereas Sikkim has the least number of water bodies, the
first Census of Water Bodies by the Minlstry of Jal Shakti revealed, This census Is In convergence with the 6th Minor
Irrigation (MI) Census under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme Irrigation Census' launched by the Ministry of Jal Shakti
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Telangana among top five
states in water body use
for irrigation: Census
report

Telangana state was listed along with Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and
Gujarat in the report that Union Jal Shakti minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat released
on Sunday. {(Representational Image: DC)

Hyderabad: The first census on water bodies across the country,
released by the Union Jal Shakti ministry, listed Telangana among
the top five states with regard to use of water bodies in irrigation.

The state was listed along with Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, West
Bengal and Gujarat in the report that Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat released on Sunday.

The census enumerated 24,24,540 water bodies nationwide, out
of which 27.1 per cent (23,55,055) were in the rural areas and 2.9
per cent (69,485) in the urban areas.

The census provided a comprehensive inventory of water
resources, including natural and man-made water bodies, and
collected data on the encroachment of water bodies. The census
highlighted disparities between rural and urban areas and varying
levels of encroachment and revealed crucial insights into water
resources
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Over 38,000 water bodies encroached in India, reveals first-ever water national
census

/™, Nivedita Khandekar
dp Updated O 19 Apr 2023 1805:PM
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Encroachment, defunct water bodies causes of concemn in the era of climate change, say experts.



India's first-ever census of water bodies has revealed that there are more than 24,00,000 water bodies in the country such as
ponds, tanks and reservoirz. The biggest area of concemn? Experts say more than half of these are under private ownership.
Alzo, of the encroached water bodies, 11.8% have more than 75% area under encroachment.

The 1st Census of Water Bodies, released in March 2023, for the first time, collected information on encroachment of water
bodies. A total of 1.6% water bodies out of all the enumerated water bodies are encroached. As many as 95.4% of them are in
rural areas and the remaining number in cities. *11.8% of encroached water bodies have more than 75% area under
encroachment while 62.8% water bodies have less than 25% area under encroachment,” the Census said, and added: “As
many as 16.3% (3,94, 500) water bodies are not in use owing to drying up, consiruction, sitation, destroyed beyond repair,
salinity and other reasons.”

More than 50%, i.e. 55.2% (13,38,735) of water bodies are owned by private entifies whereas 44 8% (10,85,805) of water
bodies are in the domain of public ownership, the report says. Out of all public owned water bodies, maximum water bodies
are owned by Panchayats, followed by State Imigation / State Water Resources Depariments. Most of the privately owned
water bodies are in the hands of individual owners [ farmers, followed by group of individuals and other private bodies such as
frusts or temples.

These are the findings of the first ever census of various water bodies camied out by the Ministry of Jal Shakti. Earlier, the
Ministry used to camy out only the Minor Imigation Census. A “Water body’ in the document refers to a pond, lake, tank,
reservoir or a water conservation structure. Rivers, oceans, lagoons or even covered tanks are not counted.

The objective of the Census of Water Bodies is fo develop a national database for all water bodies by collecting information on
all important aspects of the subject including their size, condition, status of encroachments, use, storage capacity, status of
filling up of storage etc.

“There are 24,24 540 water bodies have been enumerated in the couniry, out of which 97 1% (23,55,055) are in rural areas
and only 2.9% (69 485) are in urban areas. As many as 59.5% (14,42 593) of water bodies are ponds, followed by tanks
(15.7%, i.e 3,81,803), reservoirs (12.1%, i.e 2,92, 280), water conservation schemes/percolation tanks/check dams (9.3%, i.e
2,26, 217), lakes (0.9%, i.e 22 361) and others (2.5%, i.e 58,884)," the Census showed.
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3032 water bodies in Telangana encroached
upon: Irrigation Census

Telangana has fourth highest number of "Water Conservation Schemes/Check Dams' in the country.

6 K Sherly Sharon | Updated: 11th April 2023 5:19 pm IST

WITN Buncs, CNECK danms 1C., NS LensuUs sNoWws.

Amaong the total types together, West Bengal has the largest number of water bodies (30.8%; number 7,47 4800, followed by
Litar Pradesh (10.1%; number 2,435, 087); &ndhra Pradesh {7.9%; number 1,90,777), Odizha (7.5%; number 1,581,837 and
Bzsam (7.1%; number 1,72 492}, it showsad (S=se table for top 10 statez).

Shashi Shekhar, former Secretary, Ministry of Jal Shakt, said, “A realization has setfled (in the government) that we need fo
protect these water bodies for the zake of groundwater. Because, ultimatehy, it is the groundwater that will help mitigate the
impact of climate change.”

Siating that for better groundwater (levelz), the natural recharge system nesds fo be restored, the floodplains, the catchments,
the forests that provides water, the connecting channels, all need to be restored, Shekhar said, “Unforiunately, we don't yet
have a law to protect water bodies that are under Panchayats or other local bodiesz.”

In the changing climatic conditicns, especially when extreme weather events are becoming the new normal, the encroached
water bodies or even those dying because of various reasons are a cause of worry, experts pointed out. These also include
the water bodies that are privately owned.

VK Madhavan, CEQ, Water Aid India, zaid, with access fo piped water, peoplz in general have lost the incentive to protect or
conserve the water bodies. “The numerous water bodies along the eastern coast, are a natural storage for fresh water / rain
water. That creates a hydrological pressure and prevents salinity ingress. Given the pressures on land, where the water body
awner may find the land for the water body turning into a valuakle real estate — my concem is if there is any co-relation
betwesn saline ingress and the encroachmentz and degradation of water bodies.”

“Mat just in view of the climate change but also in terms of immediate years, thiz iz a cause of concem. The authorities and the
communities, both need to ensure that not just the water body but alzo itz catechment, the channels that bring in water,
everything iz protected,” Madhavan said.

However, not all is lost on the encroachment front. Water Liser Aszsociations (WilAz) have helped o a large extent in
preventing encroachments as they are vigilant and alert. “Out of the 13,64 349 water bhodies that are not owned by individual
awners, WUAs have been formed in case of 3.1% (42,237 water badies,” the report pointed out.

Awareness and community participation in restoration and repair of the watsr bodies will be the key, the expertz opinsd.
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Water Census report: West Bengal tops list with most
reservoirs; Kerala ranks 12

The census's goal is to create a comprehensive national database of all water bodies by gathering data on all

relevant factors, such as their use, size, condition, level of encroachment, and storage capacity.

O First Published Apr 21, 2023, 2:36 PM IST o o

In comparison to the national average, the number of water bodies in urban Telangana is observed to be
substantially lower.

5 leading states with maximum number of water bodies:

* Ponds - West Bengal

¢ Tanks - Andhra Pradesh

» |akes - Tamil Nadu
S voirs - West Bengal

» Water Conservation ScherLeleheck Dams - Maharashtra

Telangana has the fourth highest number of ‘Water Conservation Schemes/Check Dams’ in the country.

Encroachments: This Refugee Sisterhood in Jakarta has No
Borders

Our Better Warld | Sponsared

The census found that 1.6% of all the water bodies in the country are the vic
Read Next Stary »

these encroachments are beirjg done in the urban areas. In Telangana, the n



Thirmuvananthapuram: In accordance with the Sixth Mmer Imgation Censns (the reference year 2017-18), the
Centrally Sponsored Scheme known as the "Imigation Census” was launched by the Union Mimstry of Jal
Shakti. The census's goal is to create a comprehensive national database of all water bodies by gathenng data on
all relevant factors, such as their use, size, condrhion, level of encroachment, and storage capacity.

Also read: Karnataka Election 2023: It's DK Shivakomar vs BJP's R Ashoka as EC accepts Congress
leader's pomination

West Bengal has topped the list of the highest mumber of ponds and reservoirs. Kerala is in the 12th position.
The census also collected data on the encroachment of water bodies for the first tme.

1.6% of water bodies are reported to be encroached, out of whach 95.4% are mn rural areas and the remaiming
4.6% are m urban areas. According to the report, Kerala has also encroached upon 111 water bodies. 87 percent
of these are ponds. Encroachment has taken place in 1.6 percent of the coumtry’s total water bodies. According to
the figures released by the Centre, 95 percent of these are in roral areas.

There are 49725 water bodies in Kerala. Among the 30 distncts with the largest number of water bodies, there 13
not a smgle distnct from Kerala. West Bengal's South 24 Parganas has been ranked as the top distnct having the
highest (3.55 lakh) mumber of water bodies across the coundry.

Tamil Nadu has the highest number of lakes and Maharashira 15 the leading state with water conservation
schemes.

India has 24.24 lakh water bodies hike ponds, tanks and lakes, with West Bengal accountmg for the most (7.47
lakh) and Siklom the least (134), according fo the report of the first censns of waterbodies released by the
Mmustry of Jal Shakti.

According to the research, "24 24 540 waterbodies have been emumerated in the country, out of which 97.1%
{23,55,055) are in rural areas and only 2 9% (69,485) are in urban areas.”

The census defines a waterbody as “all natural or man-made umits bounded on all sides with some or no masonry
work used for stormg water for imigation or other purposes (example mdunstnal pisciculture, domeshc/dnnking,
recreation, religions, ground water recharge eic)™

Last Updated Apr 21, 2023, 2:38 PM IST
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India conducts first-ever census of water bodies

Leave a comment (https://theindianawaaz.com/india-conducts-first-ever-census-of-water-bodies/#respond)

Published On: 23/04/2023 - 10:29 PM (https://theindianawaaz.com/india-conducts-first-ever-census-of-water-bodies/) By
INDIAN AWAAZ (hitps://theindianawaaz.com/author/adminweb,)

By Andalib Akhter

Union Ministry of Jal Shakti has conducted the first-ever census of water bodies across the nation. The census provides a
comprehensive inventory of India’s water resources, including natural and man-made water bodies like ponds and lakes.

In the census, over 24.24 lakh water bodies have been enumerated in the country out of which more than 23 lakh water bodies

are in rural areas and nearly 69,000 are in urban areas. The top five States in terms of number of water bodies are West Bengal,
Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Assam which constitute around 63 per cent of the total water bodies in the country.

The Census also highlighted disparities between rural and urban areas and varying levels of encroachment and revealed crucial
insights into the country’s water resources.

The top five States in terms of the number of water bodies in urban areas are West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh
and Tripura, whereas in rural areas, top five States are West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Assam.

~ A pond in Madhubani District
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Around 55.2% of water bodies are owned by private entities, whereas 44.8% of water bodies are in the domain of public
ownership.

Aiming at providing a comprehensive inventory of India's water resources, including natural and man-made water bodies such as
ponds, tanks, lakes, and more, and collecting data on the encroachment of water bodies, the Ministry of Jal Shakti has conducted
the first-ever census of water bodies across the nation.

78% water bodies are man-made water bodies whereas 22% are natural water bodies. 1.6% (38,496) water bodies
out of all the enumerated water bodies are reported to be encroached out of which 95.4% are in rural areas and
remaining 4.6% in urban areas.

The Census also highlighted disparities between rural and urban areas and varying levels of encroachment and revealed crucial
insights into the country’s water resources.

The census has been launched under the centrally sponsored scheme, the ‘irrigation census’in convergence with the 6th Minor
Irrigation Census to have a comprehensive national database of all water bodies. The information on type, condition, status of
encroachments, use, storage capacity, status of filling up of storage of water bodies was collected. It covered all the water bodies
located in rural as well as urban areas that are in-use or not in-use.

The census also considered all types of uses of water bodies like irrigation, industry, pisciculture, domestic drinking, recreation,
religious, ground water recharge etc.

The IEC division of Jal Shakti ministry is ensuring dissemination of the Census report especially for planners, research scholars,
agricultural and water scientists, policy makers, administrators, and all other stakeholders across the country.
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The census highlighted disparities between rural and urban areas and varying levels of encroachment and revealed crucial
insights into the country's water resources
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For the first time in India, the government has conducted the first-ever census of water bodies. The census provided a
comprehensive inventory of India's water resources, including natural and man-made water bodies like ponds, tanks,
lakes, and more, and to collect data on the encroachment of water bodies.

The census highlighted disparities between rural and urban areas and varying levels of encroachment and revealed cruci
insights into the country's water resources.

About 2,424,540 water bodies have been enumerated in the country by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, out of which 97.1 per
cent are in rural areas and only 2.9 per cent are in urban areas.

The top five states in terms of the number of water bodies are West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and
Assam -- which constitute around 63 per cent of the total water bodies in the country.

The top five States in terms of the number of water bodies in urban areas are West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Uttar
Pradesh and Tripura, whereas in rural areas, the top five States are West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha
and Assam.

59.5 per cent of water bodies are ponds, followed by tanks (15.7 per cent), reservoirs (12.1 per cent), Water conservation
schemes/percolation tanks/check dams (9.3 per cent), lakes (0.9 per cent) and others (2.5 per cent).

It was found that 55.2 per cent of water bodies are owned by private entities whereas 44.8 per cent of water bodies are in
the domain of public ownership. (ANI)
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