TOURISM DEPARTMENT KARGIL, LADAKH

Brief Introduction:

The name Kargil is believed to be derived from ‘Gar khil’, which means ‘meeting place’. Historically,
Kargil was known as Purig and is the westernmost region of the vast Tibetan plateau. Some parts of
Kargil are at relatively lower elevation and receive the moisture that manages to cross the mighty
Himalayan mountain ranges that rings Ladakh in the west and south. These parts of Kargil are more
productive for agriculture, vegetables, fruits and plants than other parts of Ladakh.

Kargil has a long and fascinating history with various dynasties and as a hub for trans-continental Silk
Route trade that linked Central Asia, the Indian subcontinent and the world beyond. Its history is still
evident in the forts and palaces that dot its landscape, ancient rock carvings and petroglyphs, and rich
diversity of linguistic, social, religious and ethnic communities found in Kargil today. In addition to its
cultural and spiritual heritage, Kargil's rugged landscape is ideal for adventure activities such as
mountaineering, trekking, river rafting, rock-climbing, ice hockey, ice skating, speed skating, and snow
skiing. Kargil is located at the threshold of several biogeographic and is home to species native to Central
Asia, Tibet and alpine Himalayan ecosystems. This includes large, charismatic species such as snow
leopards (Panthera uncia), Himalayan brown bear (Ursus arctos),ibex (Capra ibex sibirica) and a rich
diversity of bird and plant-life. Kargil is also an important frontier region that gained international fame
due to the Indo-Pakistan war in 1999 over control of strategic mountain ridges along the Line of Control
that separates them. This war is popularly called the Kargil War and several battle sites such as Tiger
Hill, Drass, Batalik, Tololing are well-known across India. Kargil offers something for everyone, be it
history, culture, nature, adventure or social heritage.

Kargil is made up of a series of valleys, with each having its own unique history, geographical speciality
and distinctive culture.

Drass: This is the westernmost part of Kargil district and borders Kashmir valley. The highway that
connects Kashmir and Ladakh reaches Drass after crossing Zoji-la, which also allows moisture-laden
clouds through. As a result, Drass receives more snowtfall that other parts of Ladakh. Most residents of
Drass belong to the Dardic community. It is famous for horse polo, ice hockey and for the war memorial
dedicated to the martyrs of the 1999 war. Kargil town: Kargil town is located on the banks of the Suru
river, which is an important tributary of the Indus. A number of valleys such as Sodh, Suru, and Drass
meet at Kargil town. In the past, Kargil town served as a meeting place for traders from Kashmir,
Punjab, Baltistan, Zangskar, Leh, Sinkiang (presently Xinjiang) to exchange goods and ideas. This
history is reflected in the diversity of communities that call Kargil home.

Suru valley: Suru valley extends from Kargil town to Zangskar valley. It’s in the rain shadow of the
Great Himalayan Range and receives relatively higher levels of moisture than other regions. It’s one of
the most fertile and productive regions in Ladakh. It has a long history of trade with different regions in
Ladakh as well as Kashmir and Kishtwar located on the other side of the Himalayas.

Zangskar: Zangskar valley is an isolated area south of Suru valley. Zangskar enjoys sub-divisional status
within Kargil district and shares borders with Himachal Pradesh in the south, Kishtwar in the west and
Leh district in the east. Zangskar is primarily Buddhist with a small Muslim population in Padum, the
sub-divisional headquarters. The main access road to Zangskar comes over Penzi-la and connects it with
Kargil town. When this pass gets blocked in the winter, Zangskar becomes isolated till it opens again in
summer. During the winter, this valley can only be accessed by air or by trekking over the frozen
Zangskar river (Chadder trek).



Sodh: Sodh is the area east of Kargil town, which was part of the famous Chiktan dynasty founded by
Tha Tha Khan. The area is dotted by numerous villages and includes several palaces and sites of spiritual
importance.

Darchiks-Garkone-Batalik: These villages are located along the Indus and inhabited by Dardic
communities. These areas are located at lower elevations than other regions in Ladakh and are equally
tamous for the quality of their vegetables, flowers and fruits as they for the unique culture of the Dardic
community.

Shakar-Chiktan: This area is often regarded as the cultural heartland of Purig. Many of Kargil's
traditional songs and dances find their origin in this valley. It is also home to several spectacular palaces
and forts. Another interesting aspect of this region is their time-tested legacy of communal harmony
between their mixed population of Buddhists and Muslims, especially in Kuksho and Dargo villages.

‘Wakha-Mulbekh: The origins of these villages go back several centuries but little is known of its early
history. For instance, the sculptors who carved the Buddhist Chamba in Mulbekh remain shrouded in
mystery and it has several elements that pre-date the influence of Tibetan Buddhism in Ladakh

Shargole-Sapi: Shargole is located on a side valley from the road that connects Wakha-Mulbekh and
Kargil town. This area was an independent kingdom and conducted regular trade with Suru valley,
which is located to its west. The area is famous for its important Buddhist paintings, the alpine lake
called Sapi-T'so and its rich diversity of herbs.

Schemes:

e Homestay policy:
The Ladakh Homestay Policy was designed to boost tourism in the rural and border
areas of Ladakh. It further envisages harnessing the vast untapped rural tourism of
ladakh, so that its benefit reaches out directly to the rural communities. The policy
represents our commitment to preserving the essence of the Union Territory of Ladakh,
while fostering responsible and sustainable tourism practices.
The department of tourism, Kargil has distributed Homestay incentives to 1065 number
of beneficiaries from 2020-2023 till date.

e Projects:
The Government has taken several significant initiatives to diversify and promote new
types of tourism in Kargil, aligning with modern trends and travelers’ preferences. Key
actions include:

* Swadesh Darshan 2.0 Initiatives:

Development of View Deck near the Line of Control(LOC)

To promote Winter Tourism Linkipal Snow Ski slopes will be developed.

Development of Hunderman border village for tourism.

Development of trekking routes and mountaineering circuits, such as in Zanskar valley

to cater to adventure seekers.

ANENRNRN

Restoration Projects:
v" Restoration of heritage sites Chiktan (Razi Khar) at Chiktan.
v" Restoration of heritage sites Pasarkhar (Sodh).



Total List Of Units Registered With Tourism Department, Leh

S.No Unit Total Registration
1. Hotels 49
2. Guest House 115
3. Homestay 1065 ( 2020-23)
4., Restaurant 16
5. Travel Agent 87
6. Pony Wala 1
7. Dealers 0
8. Camel Wala 0
9. Camping Agent 4
10. | Guide 12
List Of RTT’s Application Recived And Disposed Off
Period No of No of Application Remarks
application application pending for
recived disposed off disposal
01-01-2022 to 16 16 Nil
06-12-2024
APIOS
S.No Name of the officials Designation Mobile No Email-Id
1. | Sh.Shrikant Balasaheb District 08275016521 dckgl-jk@nic.in
Suse (IAS) Magistrate/ Deputy
Commissioner/CEO
LAHDC, Kargil
CPIOS
S.No Name of the | Designation | Mobile No Email-Id
officials
1. Shri. Assistant 8716016906 Rehmatullah.Butt@Jk.gov.in
Rehmatullah | Director
Butt( JKAS) Kargiltourism123@gmail.com
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Details of Appellate Authority for RTT Section

S.No | Name of Office | Name of Designation | Contact no | Email-Id
Officer
1. Assistant Shri. Assistant 8716016906 | Rehmatullah.Butt@)J
Director, Office, | Rehmatullah Director k.gov.in
Kargil Butt (JKAS)
Kargiltourism123@g
mail.com
List of Public Information Officers for RTI section
S.No | Name of Officer Designation Contact no | Email-Id
1 Shri. Ghulam Rasool Assistant 9419807087 | Ghulam.rasol@ladakh.gov.in
Tourist Officer
Budget and Expenditure on various schemes
S.No | Head of Account | Name of Work/Scheme | Approved Expenditure
Outlay (2023-24)
(2023-24)
1. 4575 District Capex 37.42 Lacs 37.42 Lacs
2. 5452 SDP 230.00 Lacs 227.00 Lacs
3. 5452 State Sector 25.70 Lacs 23.01 Lacs
Who Is Who:
Name of
S.No. |Officers/officials Designation Remarks
1 Sh. Rehmatullah Butt Assistant Director
2 Ghulam Rasool Assistant Tourist Officer
3 Fida Hussain Sr. Assistant
4 Stanzin Yangdol Accounts Assistant
5 Jigmet Gyalson Receptionist
6 Mohd Hassan Jr. Assistant
7 Sonam T'setan Jr. Assistant
8 Saleem Ahmad Orderly
9 Zahida Parveen Sweeper
10 Leela Bee Orderly
11 Mohd Ali Orderly
12 Syed Abass Chowkidar
13 Al Asgar Chowkidar
14 Habib Ahmad Chowkidar
15 Mohd Hassan Chowkidar
16 Tsering Dorjay Chowkidar
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17 Bashir Ahmad Chowkidar

18 Tashi Dolma Chowkidar

19 Younus Ali Farash-cum-washerman
20 Mansoor-Rul-Elahi Farash-cum-washerman
21 Ali Rahman Jr. Khansaman

22 Tohir Hussain Bearer

23 Mohd Hassan Bearer

24 Mohd Abdullah Bearer

25 Ghulam Mohd Bearer

26 Muneer Ahmad Bearer

27 Zaiba Banoo Sweeper

28 Nissar Hussain Sweeper

29 Mamooda Banoo Sweeper

30 Mohd Hussain Sweeper

Directory of employees:
Department: Tourism, department Kargil

Office Address: Tourist Reception Centre, Changchik, Kargil.

Phone No: Tel. No. Fax No.
Email: kargiltourism123@gmail.com
Name of the Name of the Designatio | Place of Role and Contact Official
S.No. Office Official n posting Responsibility Number Email-
1D
1 Assistant Director Sh. Rehmatullah | Assistant AD Office, Governs and 8716016906 Rehmatul
Tourism,Office, Kargil Butt Director Kargil control the whole lah.Butt
office. @JK.gov.i
n
2 Assistant Director Ghulam Rasool Assistant AD Office, Dev. Section and 9419807087 Ghulam.r
Tourism,Office, Kargil Tourist Kargil matters related to asol@lad
Officer Publicity and akh.gov.i
Promotion. n
3 Assistant Director Fida Hussain Sr.Assistant | AD Office, Accounts clerk, 9469284468 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Kargil maintains records
pertaining to
Accounts section.
4 Assistant Director Stanzin Yangdol Accounts AD Office, Responsible for all 6005730456 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Assistant Kargil the works
pertaining to
Accounts section.
5 Assistant Director Jigmet Gyalson Receptionist | AD Office, Responsible for 6005497909 Jigmet.gy
Tourism,Office, Kargil Kargil Registration alson@la
Section.
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dakh.gov.
in

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Mohd Hassan

Jr.Assistant

AD Office,
Kargil

Handling incoming
and outgoing mails
and draft letters
and handles works
pertaining to
Establishment
Section.

9419781090

Nil

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Sonam T'setan

Jr.Assistant

AD Office,
Kargil

Handling incoming
and outgoing mails
and draft letters
and handles works
pertaining to
Establishment
Section.

9569875990

Nil

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Saleem Ahmad

Orderly

Tourist
Bungalow
,Drass

In charge Tourist
Bungalow and TRC
at Drass and look
after overall
functioning of
these properties.

9419889106

Nil

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Zahida Parveen

Orderly

TRC,Drass

Basic cleaning,
refreshment and
messenger
services. Provides
basic clerical
support.

8082524841

Nil

10

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Leela Bee

Orderly

AD Office,
Kargil

Basic cleaning,
refreshment and
messenger
services. Provides
basic clerical
support.

9469228448

Nil

11

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Mohd Ali

Orderly

Tourist
Bungalow Il

Responsible for
vigilance ,
maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.

8492096817

Nil

12

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Syed Abass

Chowkidar

TRC,Drass

Responsible for
vigilance and
guarding of the
premises.

8082510826

Nil

13

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Ali Asgar

Chowkidar

AD Office,
Kargil

Responsible for
errand works in
office and
refreshments.

9469140596

Nil

14

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Habib Ahmad

Chowkidar

Tourist
Bungalow
,Parkachik

Responsible for
vigilance ,
maintenance and
guarding of the

9469211678

Nil




premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.

15

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Mohd Hassan

Chowkidar

Tourist
Bungalow,
Sankoo

Responsible for
vigilance ,
maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.

6006955014

Nil

16

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Tsering Dorjay

Chowkidar

Tourist
Bungalow
,Rangdum

Responsible for
vigilance ,
maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.

6006955377

Nil

17

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Bashir Ahmad

Chowkidar

Tourist
Bungalow,
Tangole

Responsible for
vigilance ,
maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.

6006172633

Nil

18

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Tashi Dolma

Orderly

Tourist
Bungalow,Mu
Ibeikh

Responsible for
vigilance ,
maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.

6006942316

Nil

19

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Younus Ali

Farash Cum
Washer man

Tourist
Bungalow |

Responsible for
vigilance ,
maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.

9622315278

Nil

20

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Mansoor-Rul-
Elahi

Farash Cum
Washer man

Tourist
Bungalow,
Drass

Responsible for the
laundry and other
cleaning works.

9469244022

Nil

21

Assistant Director
Tourism,Office, Kargil

Ali Rahman

Khansaman

Tourist
Bungalow,
Garkone

Responsible for
vigilance ,
maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and

9906006706

Nil




lodging services to

the guest.
29 Assistant Director Tohir Hussain Bearer Tourist Responsible for 9469383255 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Bungalow, vigilance ,
Purtikchey maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.
23 Assistant Director Mohd Hassan Bearer Purik, Guest Responsible for 9469854555 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil House vigilance and
guarding of the
premises.
24 Assistant Director Mohd Abdullah Bearer Tourist Responsible for 6005224054 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Bungalow, vigilance ,
Chiktan maintenance and
guarding of the
premises and
provides food and
lodging services to
the guest.
25 Assistant Director Ghulam Mohd Bearer Tourist Responsible for 9469169935 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Bungalow | providing food to
the guest at Tourist
Bungalow I.
26 Assistant Director Muneer Ahmad Bearer Tourist Responsible for 9419558031 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Bungalow,Dr | providing food to
ass the guest at Tourist
Bungalow I.
27 Assistant Director Z.aiba Banoo Sweeper Tourist Cleaning and 8082524841 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Bungalow,Dr | overall wellbeing
ass of the premises.
28 Assistant Director Nissar Hussain Sweeper Tourist Cleaning and 9469730692 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Bungalow | overall wellbeing
of the premises.
29 Assistant Director Mamooda Banoo Sweeper H/Q Director | Cleaning and 9469204197 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil office overall wellbeing
of the premises.
30 Assistant Director Mohd Hussain Sweeper AD Office, Works as watch 9596414755 Nil
Tourism,Office, Kargil Kargil and ward and

responsible for
cleaning and
overall wellbeing
of the premises.




Hierarchy of Tourism Department, Kargil

Assistant
Director

Tourist Officer

Assistant
Tourist Officer

Sr. Receptionist Head Assistant

Sr. Assistant

Receptionist

Jr. Assistant

Account Assistant

Jr.Khansaman

Sweeper Farsh-Cum-
Washer man

Assistant Director,
Tourism, Kargil




