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EDITORIAL
Samzod: Store of thoughts

idding adieu to ‘Kargil Nama’

the old title of the magazine of

Department of Information &

Public Relations, Kargil, we are
pleased to inform that a fresh title ‘Kargil
Samzod” has been adopted. We bring to
you, ladies and gentlemen, ‘Kargil Samzod’
a treasure trove of features, articles, reports,
etc. and a variety of fresh content.

Our readers would recall that the
previous editions of our magazine used to
be published under the title ‘Kargil Nama.’
We bring to you a new title as change is
the law of nature. The new title brings with
it a fresh lease of life ushering in renewed
energy and enormous optimism. This one
marks a positive transformation even though
transition is never comfortable and pleasing
but gives us an opportunity to build a new
and unique identity.

Of late, we had been contemplating the
need to give the title of our magazine a
local touch while simultaneously adding a
traditional element. ‘Samzod’ hit the right
cord! With renewed vigour will it help
usexpress our thoughts in a much better
manner with much more lucidity so to speak.
Afterall, it means ‘store of thoughts! ’

We must place on record that our
commitment to our readers is getting stronger
by the day. This edition lays exclusive focus
on election-related activities and information.
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We can imagine the excitement among first
time voters while also gauging the intensity
of nostalgia among the oldest of voters. We
have prominently covered and published the
apricot blossom festival as well as features
on culture, all celebrating our rich cultural
ethos.

Starting with this edition of Kargil
Samzod, we have introduced a section on
learning the alphabet i.e. the ‘igey’ of our
local language. We will carry it in each
subsequent issue of the magazine. It will help
us all learn the script of our language in an
innovative yet easy manner. Happy learning!

Kargil Samzod will help the readers and
contributors come closer. We promise our
readers to make this magazine a store house
of knowledge in the real sense. Likewise,
we look forward to hearing from you with
your feedback and suggestions at our new
email address kargilsamzod@gmail.com
as there is ample scope for improvement. We
would like our readers and contributors to
become our everlasting partners in making
this publication a force to reckon with and a
powerful medium of expression.

Looking forward to a lively and positive
engagement!
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Your Vote, Your Voice

Dear esteemed Voters,
Julley! Aadab !! Namaskar !!!

As the first Chief Electoral Officer of UT Ladakh, it is
my honor and privilege to address you. We are the citizens of
world’s largest democracy. The heart-and-soul of democracy
is the “right to vote”. In the history of our nation, the right to
vote embodies immense significance. It is a privilege earned
through the sacrifices of our freedom fighters. Many of them
had laid down their life to earn this right for us. Today, as we
stand in the 76th year of our independence, let us reaffirm our
commitment to democracy.

The Election Commission of India has announced the dates for General Elections 2024 and Ladakh is
going to vote on the 20th of May 2024. Let us celebrate this festival of democracy with full of enthusiasm and
zeal. Democracy flourishes in active participation not in apathy. It thrives in spirited dialogue not in silence.
So, let us vote. Your vote is your voice- the voice to safeguard the values that define us as citizens of a vibrant
democratic nation.

Democracy, at its heart, is not merely a system of governance but a living tradition of our shared values,
ideals and aspirations. It is a celebration of justice, liberty, equality and diversity, where every voice, regardless
of background or belief, finds resonance and representation. Therefore, each vote cast is our expression of
faith in the democratic traditions.

As you step into the polling booth, remember that you hold in your hands not just the power to press a
button, but the ability to shape the future of a nation. Let us celebrate the privilege of voting with a sense
of responsibility and commitment. Let us never forget that through the act of voting, we assert not just our
right but also discharge our duty to uphold the ideals of democracy. So, let our votes be guided not by fear or
prejudice but by the principles of justice, liberty, equality and fraternity enshrined in our constitution.

In this Lok Sabha Election, 2024, let us come together and take a pledge that Td el UYd  Desh ka
Garv, Nothing like voting, I vote for sure.......

With warm regards,

Yetindra M. Maralkar, IAS
Chief Electoral Officer, Ladakh
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Message from the desk of
District Election Officer, Kargil

My dear voters of Kargil

As the District Election Officer Kargil, it is my honour and privilege
to address you. We are the citizens of the world’s largest democracy.
The heartandsoul of democracy is the “right to vote”. The success

| DISTRICT MAGISTRATE
| KARGIL

of democracy thrives on the free, fair, ethical and inducement-free
participation of each voter. Hence, it is imperative for all to not only
understand the significance of this right but also to have information and
knowledge of the electoral process for easy participation.

The Election Commission of India has announced the dates for
General Elections 2024 and Ladakh is going to vote on the 20th of May,
2024.

Democracy, at its heart, is not merely a system of governance but a living tradition of our shared values,
ideals and aspirations. It is a celebration of justice, liberty, equality and diversity, where every voice, regardless
of background or belief, finds resonance and representation. Therefore, each vote cast is our expression of
faith in the democratic traditions.

Since the Union Territory of Ladakh is also gearing up for the ensuing Lok Sabha Election of 2024 along
with the rest of the country, the District Election Office inaccordance with the guidelines and directives of the
Election Commission of India has already taken up its activities and is reaching out to citizen/voters of Kargil
with door-to-door dissemination of knowledge of the electoral process through all available means and media.

I request the general public of Kargil to participate more in the largest festival of democracy. Your precious
vote not only decides the fate of the country but also ensures keeping the democratic spirit alive.

I am extremely overwhelmed with the record participation of the voters during last Lok Sabha Elections
held in 2019, 1T express hope that the voters in Kargil will surpass that record this time.

The Department of Information& Public Relations, Kargil has published this edition of its magazine
specifically focusing on the election process. I am confident that this will be an effective instrument in
dissemination of all required information and will be beneficial for the voters of District Kargil.

Let us celebrate this festival of democracy with full of enthusiasm and zeal. As you step into the polling
booth, remember that you hold in your hands not just the power to press a button but the ability to shape the
future of a nation.

Iappeal to and request all eligible voters of Kargil District to participate in the biggest festival of democracy
and cast their votes for 1-Ladakh Parliamentary Constituency which is going to be held on 20th May, 2024.

Shrikant Balasaheb Suse ( [AS)
District Election Officer, Kargil.
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Media oversight in
Indian elections:

The

crucial
role of

MCMCs

By Mansoor Peer
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he Election Commission of India (ECI)
initiated framework for establishment
of Media Certification & Monitoring

Committee (MCMC) following Supreme Court
of India order.

The SC order had highlighted that every
registered, National and State, political party/
unregistered political parties/contesting
candidate or other person, proposing to issue
advertisements on television channel or
cable network will have to apply to Election
Commission/Designated Officer, prior to
commencement of telecast of advertisement.

These directions are applicable in the country
not only during the period commencing from the
date of announcement of the election and till the
completion of election process.

This means the pre-certification of political
advertisement is a year around activity. In
compliance with Hon’ble Supreme Court
directions, the Commission has subsequently
issued various guidelines regarding the
Constitution of Media Certification &
Monitoring Committee at District and State
Level and related matters including ambit



of Committees, Timelines,

Application procedures, action to
be taken against violations, etc.

Election Commission of India
considers Media as its invaluable
ally in making the election
process truly participative,
democratic and transparent.Media
can make or break opinions,
which is what makes it so vital in
modern society.

Regardless of whether it is
the dissemination of election
related data or bringing electoral
violations to notice, the media
plays a substantive role.

Media, being an important
stakeholder in the whole process,
contributes in building a well-
informed citizenry which is an
indispensable prerequisite for a
mature democracy.Media also acts
as the Commission’s eyes and ears
on the field during the election
process.

Media plays a key role in
many aspects of Indian elections.
Firstly, to inform the public about
political parties, their candidates
and the issues at stake.

Secondly, for the Commission,
to hold up a mirror that reflects
the Election Commission’s work
in a free and candid manner.

Thirdly, as an important
source of information for the
Commission, in addition to its
internal sources, on what is
happening in the field.

However, there are many
issues that affect media
participation and require
detailed consideration.Indeed,
the Election Commission’s own
Election Observers are urged to
closely follow the media of the
constituencies they are assigned
to monitor, and the Commission
itself gets a 360-degree feedback
of print, TV and Social Media
reportage every day, all 365 days

in a year, from its Media Division.

Over the years, the
Commission has issued various
guidelines and instructions for
State and District Election Offices
to follow on media matters.

Media Certification and
Monitoring Committees (MCMC)
have been set up at District and
State Level for pre-certification
of political advertisements,
curbing the menace of paid news
and monitoring violations. Even
more crucially, instructions for
regulating social media and
managing the counter-narratives
on social media have also been
issued.

A district-level, MCMC
comprises the District Electoral
Officer/Returning Officer (DEO/
RO), Assistant Returning Officer
(ARO), a representative from the
Central Government’s Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting
(if applicable), and one nominee
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from either the Press Council

of India or the District Public
Relations Officer (DPRO) or DIO
serving as the member secretary.

As part of the Lok Sabha
election 2024, MCMC has been
set up in Kargil district and it has
been working with the concerned
stakeholders to follow the given
guidelines.

In this regard, Assistant
Director Information Kargil and
Nodal Officer for MCC, Murtaza
Ali has convened numerous
meetings with stakeholders of
media.

Earlier, an interactive session
was held with private media
representatives from Kargil and
discussed the guidelines of the
MCMC in preparation for the LS
Polls.

It was followed by an
interactive session with printers
and publishers of Kargil district
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with regard to the guidelines of
MCMC ahead of the Lok Sabha
Elections-2024. The MCMC has
been maintaining a close vigil on
the media houses and the work of
journalists.

The MCMC is meant to
certify advertising proposals
of candidates and scan media
for suspected paid news and
examination of complaints
reference by EO. The
infrastructure shall be functional
for the DMCMC and it should
operate 24/7.

The MCMC shall cover print
media including local newspapers,
other newspapers in circulation in
area, magazines, pamphlets, and
posters.

Regarding electronic media,
the MCMC is tasked to monitor
coverage of radio including
private FM, TV channels, cable
network and bulk SMS.

In case of suspected ‘Paid
News’ (any news or analysis
appearing in any media for a price
in cash or kind for consideration),
the candidate to be issued notice
for not accounting the expenses
within 96 hours by RO.Candidate
may reply within 48 hours, which
shall be considered by District
MCMC and shall be final.

In case of non-acceptance of
the decision of District MCMC,
the candidate may appeal to State
level MCMC (CEO, Observer
appointed by ECI, Officer of IIS,
journalist by PCI, One expert co-
opted by committee, additional/
joint CEO) within 48 hours of
receipt.

In case of non-acceptance
of decision of State MCMC, the
candidate may appeal to ECI
within 48 hoursof receiving of
orders and the decision of the ECI
shall be final.




END OF AN ERA

Tribute to the legend of our times,

Master Mohammad Hussain of Silmo

pall of gloom spread in Kargil when Haji Mohammad Hussain (popularly called Master

Hussain), our beloved oral historian, story teller and folk singer par excellence, left for his

eavenly abode on 22nd March this year. The shocking news came as a setback for his

genuine admirers as well as intellectuals. We were literally left stunned beyond words! Ladakh’s
cultural arena will not be the same anymore for sure!

Time and again, Master Hussain demonstrated beyond a modicum of doubt how profoundly
ingrained his knowledge of Ladakh’s history was. Such was his magic that each interaction seemed
short as he would leave a spell-bound listener yearning for more every time.

Born in the year 1949 in Silmo Village of Kargil, Master Hussain had received his early formal
education in his native place from where he completed his middle school education. Simultaneously,
his keen interest in history, folk songs and story-telling appears to have developed at quite an early
age. We know how much, in the formative years, he would love spending most of his time with the
village elders attentively listening to their discourses and learning folklore and folk songs during
enriching sessions.

After superannuation from Government service in 2007, Master Hussain continued with his passion
viz. propagation of the melliflouos Ladakhi folk songs and splendid folklore while simultaneously
performing at various platforms particularly during festivities and celebrations. He would appear as
the prominent personality and attraction in many cultural events and festivals at the District level.
We are aware that he would selflessly disseminate his knowledge and share his experiences during
recordings for the sake of records and documentation for posterity. This apart, he was well known
for having worked as a vital bridge in maintaining communal harmony and brotherhood in Kargil.

Master Hussain has been honoured with a number of prestigious awards and recognitions.
Notably, it was in recognition of his exemplary services towards cultural preservation that the UT
Administration of Ladakh conferred the State Award in Literature, Art & Craft (Music Folk Singer)
on him on the eve of Republic Day in 2023.

I had written an exclusive article on Master Hussain titled ‘Master Hussain:A living legend,
treasure trove of oral history’ which was published in the August-2022 edition of Kargil Nama
(Volume 2, Issue 4) chronicling the life, works, expertise and achievements of the master story
teller and historian while simultaneously referring to a series of unforgettable interactions with him.
Moreover, we had planned to conduct an interview of the legend to publish it in this very edition
(Kargil Samzod) but we were taken aback by the news of his demise. There was still so much to be
heard and learned from him. Alas, it was not to be! He has left an indelible mark on our collective
conscience besides indisputably etching an integral place for himself in the history of Ladakh.

Let us together pray that Master Hussain’s soul rests in peace amid eternal bliss. May his family
get the strength to bear with this irreparable loss!

Imteeaz Kacho, JKAS
Joint Director, Information
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Model Code of

Conduct

By Mansoor Peer

he Model Code of Conduct ensure free and fair elections by
(MCC) in India is aset of  preventing activities that could

guidelines issued by the unduly influence voters or disrupt
Election Commission of India the electoral process.
(ECI) to regulate the conduct of The MCC includes rules

political parties and candidates regarding campaigning, speeches,

during elections. It aims to polling booths, and the use of
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government resources, among
other aspects. It comes into effect
as soon as elections are announced
and remains in force until the
results are declared. Violation of
the MCC can result in penalties
such as fines or disqualification



from elections.

What does it mean?

The Election Commission of
India on March 16 announced the
dates for the LokSabha elections
2024. With this, the Model Code
of Conduct has come into force.
The LS polls would be conducted
in seven phases, spanning from
April 19 to June 1, with the results
scheduled for announcement on
June 4.

The MCC instructs how the
Ministers of the parties in power
must conduct themselves when
the MCC is in force and explains
how parties can lodge complaints
to the Election Commission
observers in case of a dispute.

The code comes into force
immediately when the election
dates are declared and remains

till the results are announced.
The MCC applies to all elections
from the Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies to local bodies.

What is Model Code of
Conduct?

The MCC of ECl is a set
of guidelines issued to regulate
political parties and candidates
prior to elections. The rules range
from issues related to speeches,
polling day, polling booths,
portfolios, the content of election
manifestos, processions, and
general conduct, so that free and
fair elections are conducted.

When does MCC come into
effect?

The MCC comes into force
from the date the election
schedule is announced until the
date that results are out. As a

result, it started on March 16 and
will be in effect until the election
process is concluded.

What restrictions does the
MCC impose?

The MCC contains eight
provisions dealing with general
conduct, meetings, processions,
polling day, polling booths,
observers, the party in power, and
election manifestos.

Once the code of conduct
kicks in, the party in power
whether at the Centre or in the
states should ensure that it does
not use its official position for
campaigning.

Hence, no policy, project
or scheme can be announced
that can influence the voting
behaviour. The party must also
avoid advertising at the cost of the
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public exchequer or using official
mass media for publicity on
achievements to improve chances
of victory in the elections.

The code also says the
ministers must not combine
official visits with election work
or use official machinery for the
same. The ruling party cannot
use government transport or
machinery for campaigning.

It should also ensure that
public places such as maidans etc.,
for holding election meetings, and
facilities like the use of helipads
are provided to the opposition
parties on the same terms and
conditions on which they are used
by the party in power.

Advertising at the expense
of public funds in newspapers
and other media is regarded
as a violation. The incumbent
government is prohibited
from making any impromptu
appointments in government
agencies, public sector enterprises,
etc., that could potentially sway
voters.

Political parties can be
criticised based only on their
work record and no caste and
communal sentiments can be
used to lure voters. Mosques,
Churches, Temples or any other
places of worship should not be
used for election campaigns.

Bribing, intimidating or
impersonation of voters is also
barred. Holding public meetings
during the 48-hour period before
the hour fixed for the closing of
the poll is also prohibited.

The 48-hour period is known
as “election silence”. The idea is
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to allow a voter a campaign-free
environment to reflect on events
before casting her vote.

Is the Model Code of
Conduct legally binding?

The MCC evolved as part
of the ECI’s drive to ensure free
and fair elections and was the
result of a consensus among
major political parties. It has no
statutory backing. Simply put,
this means anybody breaching the
MCC can’t be proceeded against
under any clause of the Code.
Everything is voluntary. The EC
uses moral sanction or censure for
its enforcement.

Lok Sabha elections full
schedule:

* Phase 1- April 19, 2024
* Phase 2- 26 April 2024
* Phase 3-7 May 2024

* Phase 4 - 13 May 2024
* Phase 5 - 20 May 2024
* Phase 6 - 25 May 2024
* Phase 7 - 1 June 2024

* Counting on June 4

Guidance of political parties
and candidates:

No party or candidate shall
include in any activity which may
aggravate existing differences
or create mutual hatred or cause
tension between different castes
and communities, religious or
linguistic.

Criticism of other political
parties, when made, shall be
confined to their policies and
programme, past record and
work. Parties and candidates

shall refrain from criticism

of all aspects of private life,

not connected with the public
activities of the leaders or workers
of other parties. Criticism of other
parties or their workers based on
unverified allegations or distortion
shall be avoided.

There shall be no appeal
to caste or communal feelings
for securing votes. Mosques,
Churches, Temples or other places
of worship shall not be used as
forum for election propaganda.

All parties and candidates
shall avoid scrupulously all
activities which are “corrupt
practices” and offences under
the election law, such as bribing
of voters, intimidation of
voters, impersonation of voters,
canvassing within 100 meters of
polling stations, holding public
meetings during the period of
48 hours ending with the hour
fixed for the close of the poll, and
the transport and conveyance of
voters to and from polling station.

The right of every individual
for peaceful and undisturbed
home-life shall be respected,
however much the political parties
or candidates may resent his
political opinions or activities.
Organizing demonstrations or
picketing before the houses of
individuals by way of protesting
against their opinions or activities
shall not be resorted to under any
circumstances.

No political party or candidate
shall permit its or his followers
to make use of any individual’s
land, building, compound wall
etc., without his permission for
erecting flag-staffs, suspending
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EMPOWERING

DEMOCRACY

SVEEP Kargil ignites
voter participation

By Muzammil Mustafa

ystematic Voters’ Education
and Electoral Participation
program, better known as
SVEEP, is a flagship program
of the Election Commission of

,r
India (ECI) for voter education,

spreading voter awareness and
promoting voter literacy in India.

The multi-intervention
program reaches out through
different modes and media to
educate citizens, electors, and
voters about the electoral process
to increase their awareness
and promote their informed
participation.

SVEEP is designed according
to the socio-economic, cultural,
and demographic profile of the
state as well as the history of
electoral participation in previous
rounds of elections.
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The ECI produces several
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voter awareness materials

and disseminates it through
various mediums/platforms of
communication i.e. print media,
electronic media, social media etc.

District SVEEP, Nodal Officer,
Ghulam Rasool Lal informed that
the inhabitants of Kargil district
experienced several physical and
social constraints to turn out to
vote.

The SVEEP Kargil awareness
on electoral participation resulted
in surge in voter turnout in Kargil,
Ladakh in Lok Sabha elections
held in 2019.

He added that SVEEP is a
multi-intervention program that
reaches out to educate citizens
about the electoral process to
increase their awareness and
participation and is designated to
the socio-economic, cultural and

q ﬁ:l:ﬁ”-f i

demographic profile of the Union
Territory.

Rasool informed that SVEEP
Kargil is conducting various
activities to increase voter turnout

to maximum in upcoming Lok
Sabha elections-2024.

He said the SVEEP team
in collaboration with Tourism
Department Kargilmobilized
awareness regarding registration
in Electoral Roll and importance
of participation in the electoral
process on Mamani, the annual
ethnic food festival at Chiktan
Shagaran.

In addition to this, the
14th National Voters’ Day was
celebrated across Kargil by the
SVEEP team, Kargil with given
theme of the Election Commission
of India “Nothing like Voting, I
Vote for Sure”.
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A Purgi song was released by
District Election Officer, Kargil,
along with training sessions and
awareness campaigns conducted
by District-level Master Trainers
on Electronic Voting Machines.

Nodal Officer SVEEP, Kargil
said that beside this a successful
voter education awareness
programme was organizedin
collaboration with Nehru Yuva
Kendra Kargil under the theme
“Mera Pehla Vote Desh ke Liye”
at Digital Computer Centre
Kargil which was participated by
hundreds of first time voters.

The participants were provided
insights into the simplicity of
voter registration process and
importance of youth participation
in electoral process for a greater
and stronger democracy.

Likewise, SVEEP Kargil also
MARCH - APRIL 2024 | 17



celebrated International Women’s
Day in collaboration with ICDS
Department Kargil with a special
focus on the role of women in
the democracy and highlighting
women’s registration in Electoral
Roll and their active participation
in the election process.

Rasool added that this
awareness camps helped in
motivating people to participate in
elections, leading to higher voter
turnout rates.

By educating voters about
their rights, responsibilities and
the electoral process, SVEEP
enables citizens to make more
informed decisions when casting
their votes and encourages
citizens to actively engage in
civic activities beyond just voting,
such as volunteering, community
involvement and advocacy for
social issues.

Reducing electoral malpractice:

SVEEP helps in reducing
instances of electoral malpractice
like vote-buying, booth
capturing, and voter intimidation
by empowering citizens with
knowledge about fair electoral
practices.

Empowering marginalized
groups:

SVEEP initiatives often
target marginalized and
underrepresented communities,
empowering them to assert
their rights and participate
meaningfully in the democratic
process.

Promoting electoral integrity:

By this a culture of
transparency, accountability
and ethical conduct in elections,

18 | KARGIL SAMZOD

SVEEP contributes to the overall
integrity of the electoral process
and strengthens the democratic
fabric of society by ensuring that
elections are conducted freely,
fairly, and with active citizen
participation.

Rasool recalled that through
strategic partnerships with local
stakeholders, community leaders
and educational institutions,
SVEEP has succeeded in
increasing voter registration rates
and voter turnout.

“We are looking forward
for greater participation in the
upcoming Lok Sabha Election,”
he said.

“SVEEP Kargil is not
just about elections it’s about
empowering communities and
amplifying their voices in the
democratic process. As we look
towards the future, our goal is to
leave no voter behind, ensuring
that every voice is heard and
every vote counts,” he said.

First-time voters keen to vote:

With the Lok Sabha elections
coming near, Kargil Samzod
spoke to some first-time
voters in Kargil feel a sense of
responsibility to make informed
choices as they prepare to exercise
their franchise.

For Zahra Batool, a first
time voter hailing from Poyen
in Kargil, voting is not just a
right but a responsibility also
for building a strong base for a
vibrant democracy.

“Being a new voter, I feel
a sense of responsibility to
make my voice heard and bring
about the change I want to

see. Registering as a voter and
casting my vote gave me a sense
of empowerment and pride in
participating in the democratic
process of the country,” she said.

She said she would like his
representative in the parliament
to be accountable and transparent
and keeping them informed
about progress and address their
concerns.

“As a new voter, I realized
the importance of being informed
about the issues around us and
candidates before casting my
vote,” Batool said.

“Becoming a new voter
has ignited a sense of civic
responsibility in me, driving me to
stay engaged and informed about
the political process,” she added.

Mohd Abass from Changchik
Kargil is a first time voter who is
excited to exercise right to vote
for the first time. “As a first-
time voter, I wantto express my
excitement about participating in
the upcoming election,” he said.

“I believe that every vote
counts and every vote matters.
I ameager to make mine count
too. I would be an eye-opening
experience and I feel a sense of
responsibility to cast my vote
thoughtfully and conscientiously,”
the young voter said.

“I am proud to be part of
a nation where every voice
matters,” Abass said. He requested
all fellow citizens in the district
to exercise their right to vote and
shape the future together.



Lok
sahha

By Murtaza Fazily

uring the election,
Election Control Room
functions as grievance

cell or complaint monitoring
cell, which is divided into three
separate cells. The first one is
the grievances addressing cell or
complaint monitoring cell, where
the grievances of electorates

are addressed through helpline
numbers and online portal of the
Election Commission of India.

The assigned magistrates
are provided with necessary
instructions to address issues
based on the grievances from
specific zones they originate from.

Zakir Hussain, Election Naib
Tehsildar said if any citizen
having any grievance related to
electoral roll, polling station,
election card, he/she can contact
the control room through helpline
numbers and get it updated.

The second cell which is

created is known by Social

Media Monitoring Cell which

is establish to do surveillance
related to any anti-social activities
and violations of moral code of
conduct on social media.

The third cell is known as
Expenditure Monitoring Cell,
which functions to assess the
expenditure of candidates,
during the campaigning through
hoardings, banners and other
media.

A surveillance team assesses it
on field and after the expenditure
is assessed, shadow expenditure
register is maintained.

When the candidates
submittheir expenditure it
is matched with the shadow
expenditure register to assess the
details submitted by the candidate
are correct or not.

Special Summary Revision
(SSR):

Election Control
Room and $pecial
Summary Revision

Special Summary Revision
(SSR) involves reviewing the
voter list and unveiling a draft
electoral roll. It is often held prior
to elections and aims to uphold a
just and transparent voting process
by adding newly eligible voters,
including those who have reached
18 years of age or changed their
constituency. It also involves
the elimination of duplicate and
deceased voters.

Every year, the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
conducts the Special Summary
Revision of electoral roll in order
to revise the electoral roll.

”The purpose is to enrol if
there are possible 18 plus age
electorates, modification of
names, expired electorates and
to check the bogus votes,” the
Election Naib Tehsildar said.

The exercise is done to purify
the electoral roll and to enrol
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eligible electorates and it is the
most important thing in election
process.

One of the programs related
to electoral roll is SVEEP, under
which the concerned Nodal
Officers aware and sensitize the
general public to enrol themselves
in electoral roll.

Besides that age group of 14-
17 years is also targeted before
they achieve their eligibility at the
age of 18 years.

Zakir Hussain explained that
the SSR comprises two phases.
The first involves pre-revision
activities, where all issues related
to polling stations are addressed,
including the assessment of
their feasibility, known as
rationalization. Additionally,
the infrastructure and facilities
of the designated buildings are
evaluated.

After that SSR project is made
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in revision of electorates are
assessed, in this phase electorates
can directly modify their electoral
rolls through web portals and
through the concerned BLOs.

Electoral Roll is updated
every year and from last year
amendments have been made as
the qualifying dates were earlier
was one which has now been
upgraded to four dates in a year.

“Earlier, it was in January
but this year it was extended to
01 April, 2024 and till this date
qualifying ones were enrolled in
the electoral roll,” he said.

The Election Naib Tehsildar
said that on 05 January the final
publication was done which was
earlier started in October 2023.

“After that continuous
updating process continued till
1 April and will continue till the
last date of nomination and after
that electoral roll will be printed

and even after they get printed

the concerned BLOs are asked to
make absent ship and death list of
the electorates,” he said.

Pertinently, the draft electoral
roll before the revision was
92,178, elector to population ratio
was 62 percent, gender ratio 965
and election card were issued to
95 percent electorates.

After the Special Summary
Revision, the number of
electorates was 94,361 electorates,
3,768 addition, deletion 1,854 and
3,393 correction. Over all change
was recorded as net addition was
2,183 with a percentage of 2.36
percent addition till 01 January,
2024.He added it is tentative
data and the updating process
will continue till the date of
nomination.



cVIGIL:
Making
citizens
vigilant for
effective
enforcement

of MCC
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hile empowering
the citizens of the
country to ensure a

free and fair electoral process,
the Election Commission of India
(ECI) has orchestrated to make
the general public eyes and ears
of the ECI. With the help of the
newly launched cVIGIL mobile
application, the commission aims
to ensure proper enforcement

of the Model Code of Conduct
(MCOQ).

The ECI was facing three
major challenges in enforcing
the MCC that were: lack of fast
information channel to transmit
and track complaints on MCC
violations; lack of documented
evidences in the form of image or
video and the absence of a robust
response system to promptly
identify the scene of occurrence.

The three sided trap became

a hurdle in proper enforcement

of the MCC. First, the delay in
reporting of MCC violations

has often resulted in the culprits
escaping detection from the flying
squads of election commission.

Second, the lack of any
documented evidence in the form
of pictures or videos was a major
hurdle in establishing the veracity
of a complaint ex-post facto. The
Commission’s experience has also
shown a significant percentage of
reporting was false or inaccurate,
which led to wastage of precious
time of Field Units.

Third, the absence of a robust
response system to quickly and
accurately identify the scene
of occurrence with the help of
geographical location details
hampered election officers’ ability
to reach the spot on time to
apprehend the violators.

SPOT ANY OF
THESE?

DEFACEMENT

P Caoge play
DOWNLOAD C-Vigil App

The cVIGIL stands for
Vigilant Citizen is a mobile
application launched by the
Election Commission of India
in July 2018. The application
is expected to overcome the
previous challenges faced by the
commission and create a fast-track
complaint reception and redressal
system.

The cVIGIL provides the
citizens a platform to report
Model Code of Conduct and
Expenditure violations during
the elections. The ‘cVIGIL’
emphasizes the proactive and
responsible role citizens can play
in the conduct of free and fair
elections.

With the help of this app,
citizens can immediately report on
incidents of political misconduct
within minutes and they need
not to rush to the office of the
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returning officer.

The cVIGIL app connects
the vigilant citizens with District
Control Room, Returning Officer,
and Field Unit (Flying Squads)/
Static Surveillance Teams,
thereby, creating a rapid and
accurate reporting, action and
monitoring system.

To report an incident of
misconduct, a citizen needs
to capture either a photo or a
two-minute video showing the
activity that violates the MCC.
They should then provide a brief
description of the incident before
registering the complaint.

The Geographic Information
System (GIS) captured with the
complaint automatically flags
it to concerned District Control
Room, permitting flying squads to
be routed to the spot within few
minutes.

To make it easy to operate
by layman, the cVIGIL android
application is designed user-

friendly and easy to operate.
Citizens can use it for reporting
violations from the date of
notifications for bye-election/
assembly/parliamentary elections.

The app allows only Live
Photo/video with auto location
capture from within the app to
ensure digital evidence for flying
squads to act upon promptly in a
time bound manner.

Ensuring its usability to all,
the app could be installed on any
Android (Jellybean and above)
smartphone equipped with a
camera, good internet connection
and GPS access.

The operation of the cVIGIL
application is a simple three
step process. First, the picture or
2-minute video captured on the
phone is uploaded on the app,
along with an automated location
mapping by the GIS.

On successful submission of
the picture/video, the complainant
gets a Unique ID to track and

receive follow up updates on his
mobile. A single person can report
many incidents and for each
incident he/she will get a unique
id for follow up updates.

The complainant has the
option of registering complaints
anonymously through cVIGIL
app. In case of anonymous
complaints, the mobile number
and other profile details are not
sent to the system.

However, in the case of
anonymous complaints, the user
will not be getting further status
messages because the system
will not be capturing the phone
details. Citizens, however, have
the option of following up on such
complaints in person from the
concerned returning officer.

Second, once the complainant
has reported the misconduct, the
information beeps in the District
Control Room from where it
is assigned to a Field Unit that
consists of Flying Squads, Static



Surveillance Team, Reserve team
etc.

Each Field Unit will have a
GIS-based mobile application
called ‘cVIGIL Investigator’,
which allows the field unit to
directly reach the location by
following the GIS cues and
navigation technology and take
action.

Third, the Field Unit after
acting upon the complaint, a
report is sent to the concerned
returning officer online through
the Investigator App for further
decision and disposal. If the
misconduct incident is found
correct, the report is sent to the
National Grievance Portal of the
ECI for further action and the
complainant is also informed
about the status within 100
minutes.

To prevent any misuse, the
application has some inbuilt
features that allow the cVIGIL
application to use only within
geographical boundary of States
where elections are being held.

The cVIGIL user will get
only 5 minutes time to report an
incidence after having clicked
a picture or a video. The app
will not allow uploading of the
pre-recorded images/videos,
neither would it allow users to
save photos/videos clicked from
this app into the phone gallery
directly.

To prevent misuse of the
system and to avoid repetitive
complaints from the same spot,

@2,

Chief Electoral Officer, Ladakh
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C-Vigil APP

SNAP, REPORT, EMPOWER

Reporting electoral violations is now at your fingertips!

4
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* Report Violation of MCC

l] ¢ Click photos and videos of violations
‘ ))) ¢ Record audios of violations

9 o GPS track location of violations

{:9 ¢ Getaresponse within 100 minutes @
P

Steps to use the cVIGIL app:

Create an account.

Submit your complaint.

Select the type of violation you want to report.
Provide details of the incident, including location, time, and image or videos.

The ECI will investigate your complaint and take appropriate action. You can track

the progress of your complaint in the app.

REPORT

W

\

the system forces time delay of

5 minutes between successive
complaints by the same person.
The District Controller also has
the option of dropping duplicate,
frivolous and unrelated cases even
before the cases are assigned to
the field unit.

The application must be used
for lodging MCC violation related
cases only. District Controller

Download the App & Avail Facilities:

Android

Helplines for further support
State : 18001807103
District : 1950

:https://ceo.ladakh.gov.in/ Follow us on:: oo ©]x

could drop a ¢VIGIL complaint
without any further recourse,

in case personal grievances are
registered through cVIGIL app or
the digital attachment of a cVIGIL
complaint is found to be unrelated
to a MCC violation. Citizens are
therefore, encouraged to use the
ECI main website for lodging the
complaints or call at 1950.
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Polling

Stations

set for
Lok Sabha
Election
in Kargil

By Mohd Yousuf

he democratic process in
India is a challenging task,
especially in regions like

Kargil, Ladakh, known for their
rugged terrain and geographical
complexities.

As the nation gears up for
the Lok Sabha elections of 2024,
careful planning and innovative
approaches are underway to
ensure the smooth conduct of
elections and facilitate maximum
voter participation.

The Election Commission
Election’s (ECI) proactive
measures in Kargil are evident in
the establishment of 279 active
polling stations across Kargil.

Scheduled for the 20th of May,
the voting for Ladakh Lok Sabha
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parliamentary seat during the
fifth phase of the polls signifies a
significant democratic exercise in
this challenging constituency.

A recent notification from
the ECI has set the stage for
this electoral process, signalling
the beginning of a series of
preparations aimed at facilitating
a free and fair election.

The Ladakh Lok Sabha
constituency encompasses Leh
and Kargil districts, comprising
more than 1.5 lakh electors, to
accommodate this electorate.

The administration has
designated 578 polling stations,
distributed across Ladakh region.
These polling stations serve as
the cornerstone of the electoral

process, providing voters with

access to exercise their democratic
rights in a conducive manner.

Official statistics reveal that
most polling stations are situated
at altitudes ranging from 8,001 to
13,000 feet, presenting formidable
challenges for election officials
and staff.

The Leh assembly segment
hosts the highest number of high-
altitude stations, totaling 183,
followed by 158 in the Kargil
segment.

This geographical diversion
reflects the need for careful
planning and resource allocation
to overcome such constraints and
ensure the smooth conduct of
elections.



Recognizing the diverse

needs of the electorate, special
provisions have been put in
place to ensure inclusivity

and accessibility. Through the
Saksham App, voters, particularly
those with disabilities or elderly
citizens aged 85 and above, can
avail themselves of services such
as pick-and-drop facilities and
wheelchair assistance, also there
is the SIVIDAH app, and Voter
helpline app and cVIGIL App.
Additionally, eligible voters have
the option to vote from home,
using technology to enhance
participation and convenience.

The significant voter turnout
of 79.43 percent during the last
Lok Sabha election in 2019

underscores the importance of
voter engagement initiatives.

The Chief Electoral Officer,
Ladakh has spearheaded
awareness campaigns targeting
first-time voters, leveraging
programs like Systematic
Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) to educate
and mobilize citizens.

These initiatives conducted
extensively across various places
of the district to instil a sense of
civic responsibility and empower
voters to participate actively in the
electoral process.

Kargil, as part of Ladakh’s
Parliamentary constituency is
largest district in terms of area,
presents unique challenges
in organizing elections.
Approximately 279 active polling
stations are set to be established
in the district, catering to voters
spread across different regions of
the Ladakh constituency.

The categorization of polling
stations into critical and normal
reflects the understanding
of local dynamics, ensuring
adequate security measures. The
administration has deployed
armed forces in place to uphold
the integrity and law and order of
the electoral process.

Election Naib Tehsildar
Kargil provided insights into
the distribution of these polling
stations, highlighting the emphasis
on security and accessibility.

He said of the 279 active
polling stations in Kargil district,
118 are categorized as critical
and the rest are normal. This
strategic allocation aims to
address potential challenges while

ensuring the convenience and
safety of all electorates.

In a significant move

towards enhancing women’s
participation in the electoral
process, the Election Commission
of India (ECI) has mandated

the establishment of Women
Controlled Polling Station for the
Lok Sabha elections.

This initiative entails the
allocation of special polling
stations exclusively managed
by women in every assembly
constituency. In Kargil district
alone, around 13 female polling
stations have been established and
around 3 to 5 women-controlled
or managed polling stations are
proposed such polling stations
will be operated by women.

Ensuring gender parity at
every level, from the stationed
police personnel to the election
officers and staff, all roles at these
polling stations will be filled by
women.

This initiative underscores the
ECI’'s commitment to fostering
equality and facilitating more
active engagement of women in
the democratic process.

Every polling station in Kargil
will be equipped with Assured
Minimum Facilities, underscoring
the Election Department’s
commitment to providing a
smooth voting experience.

These facilities encompass
essential amenities such as
adequate seating arrangements,
drinking water facilities and
proper lighting, essential for
conducting elections in remote
and far-flung areas of district
Kargil.
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To make the entire experience
of voting ‘pleasant and enriching’,
the Election Commission has
directed to setting up model
polling stations for upcoming
parliamentary following the mind
map Ladakh Administration
particularly Kargil district has
established around 10 Model
Polling Stations in the district.

The model polling stations
had good-conditioned buildings
with freshly painted walls and
good-quality furniture for polling
personnel and polling agents.
Other provisions include separate
toilets, drinking water, shades,
ramps, and wheelchairs for
specially-abled voters.

Innovations in technology
have played a pivotal role in
enhancing transparency and
accountability in the electoral
process. In this regard, polling
stations will be equipped with
webcasting technology, employing
CCTV cameras to provide
live streaming of the electoral
proceedings.

Access to this live streaming
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will be restricted to designated
officials, including the Chief
Election Commissioner, Chief
Electoral Officer and Returning
Officers, ensuring the integrity of
the process while safeguarding the
privacy of voters.

Despite the extensive use
of technology, the secrecy of
the voting process remains
paramount. Officials have
reassured that the installation of
cameras will not infringe upon
the privacy of voters, with strict
protocols in place to ensure
that only specific aspects of the
electoral process are recorded.

This balance between
transparency and privacy
underscores the ECI’s
commitment to uphold democratic
principles while embracing
technological advancements to
enhance electoral integrity.

The decision to implement
webcasting technology aligns with
the ECI’s directives, mandating
the coverage of vulnerable polling
booths to enhance transparency
and deter malpractices.

While the number of
vulnerable booths in urban areas
may be relatively low, officials
remain committed to ensuring
that over half of the booths
are covered, adhering to the
commissions’ guidelines and
upholding the sanctity of the
electoral process.

In conclusion, the preparations
for the Lok Sabha elections
of 2024 in Kargil, Ladakh,
exemplify a harmonious blend of
tradition and innovation.

From the establishment of
polling stations to the deployment
of technological solutions, every
aspect of the electoral process
is meticulously planned and
executed to uphold the democratic
ethos.

As the nation awaits the
culmination of this electoral
journey on May 20th, the
resilience and determination of
the election officials and citizens
alike stand as a testament to the
vibrancy of India’s democratic
fabric.




By Tufail Ahmad Lone

lectronic Machine was
introduced in India to
solve the problem of Ballot

Box capturing and false casting
of votes which was a common
scenario in India while using the
ballot paper.

Another constraint of the pre
EVM era was the high proportion
of invalid votes, many people
found it difficult to put stamp in
the allocated space. In addition
the cost of paper ballots and the
prolonged labor of the polling

staff was an additional burden, it
takes a huge amount of time to
count the votes before declaring
the results. The Indian Parliament
decided to use EVM by Election
Commission of India to conduct
state and general elections.

The idea of EVM was first
conceived in 1977 the first
prototype which was designed
by the Electronic Corporation of
India Ltd in Hyderabad a PSU
under the department of Atomic
Energy.

and WUPATS

At present two companies
Bharat Electronic Ltd (Bengaluru)
and Electronic Corporation of
India Itd (Hyderabad) has the
responsibility of manufacturing
EVM Machines in India.

EVMs were used for the first
time in Kerala in 50 booths of the
Paravur Assembly constituency
in Ernakulam in 1982. The
representation of the people Act
was amended in December 1988
and a new section, 61-A was
included in the law empowering
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the Election Commission to use
EVMs. The amendment came into
force on March 15, 1989.

In 1998, the EVMSs were used
in elections in 16 constituencies
acrossMadhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Delhi. Their use was
further expanded in 1999 to 46
parliamentary constituencies. In
Feb2000, the machines were used
in 45 assembly seats in Haryana
Polls and in 2004 Lok Sabha
elections EVMs were used in all
543 constituencies of India.

In 2013, the conduct of
Election rules 1961 were amended
to introduce the use of one voter
verifiable paper audit trail VVPAT
machines. They were first used in
Nagaland by election in Noksen
assembly seat.

At least one ballot unit, one
control unit and one VVPAT
make up one EVM Machine. The
VVPAT machine is attached to
the ballot unit of EVM, provided
a visual verification for the voters
cast by printing a slip of paper
with voters choice on it.

The slip contains the
candidate’s name, serial number
and party symbol and is displayed
in the machine behind the glass
window, giving the voter seven
second to verify their vote.

After this, the slip falls into
a compartment underneath. No
voter can take the slip home. Since
2019, VVPAT slips have been
chosen randomly from five polling
stations of each constituency and
are matched with EVM count.
No discrepancy has been found
according to EC.

Zakir Hussain, Election Naib
Tehsildar Kargil informed that
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one month door-to-door training
for the common people regarding
the usage of EVM machines for
Lok Sabha Election-2024 was
conducted in the district at various
demonstration centres.

He said training was aimed to
familiar people in advance with
EVMs on spot and also spread
awareness about the importance
of voting in election to strengthen
democratic process of the country.

He mentioned that numerous
EVM Demonstrations Vans
(EDVs) were deployed across
the district. These vans were
equipped with IEC materials such
as banners and audio systems to
broadcast election-related jingles,
aiming to raise awareness among
the public throughout the district.

Zakir Hussain informed that
first randomization of EVMs
and VVPTs has been done in
presence of District Election
Officer, Returning Officers,
Assistant Returning Officers and
representative of various Political
Parties for 280 Polling Stations.

He also said that 35 percent
which sums around 378 machines
will be kept in reserved in case of
emergency or some malfunction
can occur in machine.

EVM randomization
procedure is being done as a
precautionary measure to ensure
nobody can know beforehand
about which constituency or
polling station a specific EVM
Machine will be sent or used.

During the first stage of
randomization, serial numbers of
the EVMs will be listed under the
jurisdiction of DEO and then the
EVM will be used in particular

constituency will be randomly
selected through computerized
process. He said that these
machines are kept in Strong Room
under CCTV surveillance with
strong security.

He also informed that second
randomization will be conducted
on May 09 in presence of the
same officers and representatives
of political parties after the
completion of 2nd round of
randomization EVMs and VVPTs
will be dispatched to respective
polling station under security
protocol and GPS tacking device
will be connected to EVM
machine carrying vehicle which
will be monitored in the Control
Room.

The Election Naib Tehsildar
Kargil said people aged above 85
years and persons with 40 percent
disability and more can opt for
postal ballot by submitting form
12-D. The Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) have the responsibility to
identify such voters and inform
them about the form 12-D to cast
their vote.

Adding he also said that
EVMs are additionally quipped
with braille signage features
to facilitate visually imparted
electoral to exercise their
franchise.

Zakir Husain also said that
a mock poll will be conducted
during the voting day before 30
minutes of the commencement of
actual poll.

This exercise is conducted
in the presence of Presiding
Officer and polling agents of
the candidates and a mock poll
certificate will be provided with



the name and signature of the
agent and name of the contesting
candidate.

He said the mock poll is
conducted to evaluate the
functionality of EVMs and
VVPAT machine and also
to establish authenticity and
transparency of EVM and VVPAT
machine. These votes will not be
counted, he added.

Once the polling concludes,
the Presiding Officer will press
the close button, prompting the
machine to cease casting further
votes. Following the completion
of necessary documentation,
the designated vehicle, escorted
by 3-10 police personnel, will
transport the machines to the
strong room at Kurbathang in
Kargil. This process is conducted
under stringent surveillance and
security protocols.

Advantages of Electronic
Voting Machine:

Accuracy: EVMs are designed
to record votes accurately. They
eliminate errors caused by manual
counting and interpretation
of paper ballots, reducing the
chances of mistakes in the vote
tallying process.

Speed: EVMs can speed up
the voting process and provide
faster results compared to manual
counting. The electronic recording
and tabulation of votes are
typically quicker, enabling more
efficient elections.

Reduced invalid votes: EVMs
can help reduce the number of
invalid votes. They have inbuilt

features that guide voters and
prevent them from casting
multiple or invalid votes, such as
over voting or under voting.

Cost-effectiveness: In the long
run, EVMs can be more cost-
effective for conducting elections.
While the initial investment
in purchasing and maintaining
EVMs may be significant,
the reduction in printing,
transportation, and storage costs
associated with paper ballots can
lead to savings over time.

Resource optimization: EVMs
minimize the need for manual
labor in the counting process.
This allows election officials to
optimize their resources, such
as human resources, time, and
physical space, as the electronic
recording and tabulation process
requires a lesser staff and storage
space.

Transparency: EVMs provide
transparency in the voting
process. They typically have a
display screen that shows the
selected candidate or party before
the vote is cast, allowing voters to
verify their choice. This enhances
the confidence of voters in the
accuracy of their votes.

Accessibility: EVMs can
be designed to accommodate
various accessibility needs,
such as providing audio support
for visually impaired voters or
tangible interfaces for those with
limited skills. This helps ensure
that the voting process is inclusive
and accessible to a wider range of
voters.

Environmental Impact: EVMs
have a positive environmental
impact compared to paper ballots.
They reduce the consumption
of paper and ink, leading to a
decrease in deforestation and
waste production associated with
the printing of millions of ballot
papers.

Benefits of VVPAT:

Transparency & verification:
The VVPAT system allows voters
to verify their votes before casting
them, eliminating the chances
of electoral fraud or rigging. It
instils confidence in the electorate
that every vote is being counted
accurately.

Auditing capabilities: The
paper trail provided by VVPAT
enables election officials to
conduct manual audits and
recounts if necessary. This
ensures the integrity of the
voting process and helps resolve
any disputes or allegations of
tampering.

Accessibility: The VVPAT
system is particularly beneficial
for visually impaired, illiterate,
or elderly voters who may have
difficulty reading or operating the
EVM. The physical verification of
their vote through the VVPAT slip
provides them with reassurance.

Cost-Effective: While the
initial implementation of VVPAT
may incur additional costs, it
can potentially save significant
expenses in the long run by
reducing the need for costly re-
elections or legal battles stemming
from electoral disputes.
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Joint Chief Electoral Officer, Ladakh, Mr. Sonam Chosjor (JKAS)

Q.1. Sir, let me begin by
asking you about the scale of
preparedness for the incoming
Lok Sabha election in UT
Ladakh that is scheduled on

20th May, 2024 in the Sth phase.

Sonam: As we know, elections
happen after every 5 years but the
preparations for it is a continuous
process that is conducted
periodically by the Election
Commission of India through
Special Summary Revision
(SSR) to ensure that the Electoral
Rolls are accurate and up to date
reflecting the current eligible
voters in each constituency. This
year’s summary revision has
already been done and submitted
to the Election Commission.

This updated document has been

shared with political parties in the

UT as well.

There are three important
activities in SSR: First is to add
18-years-old citizens in the
voters list; second is deletion of
names in case of deaths; and,
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third is correction of names and FElectoral Roll in advance.

addresses. These three important Apart from this, all the polling

stations are
rationalized

activities are done through filling

up of three forms: Form 6 for
Addition new names; Form | . for the overall
7 for Deletion of names; convenience of
the voters like
the Assured
Minimum
Facility (AMF)
at each and
every polling

station. For

and, Form 8 for Correction
of names and addresses.
Any new voter attaining
age 18 years of age on 1st
January, Ist April, 1st
July and Ist October
of the coming year
can register
themselves
to get
enrolled
in the



example, if the Polling Station
has deteriorated or there are

fresh issues about the access,

the required repair/renovations
are made accordingly. Under the
AMF, special care is always made
of the Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs) like facilitation of ramps,
drinking water, electricity etc. In
short, the entire exercise of SSR is
to keep everything ready and well
arranged for polling to take place
smoothly.

Q.2. So, what is the registration
process for new voters?

Ans. There are different ways to
do it. Today is the age of internet.
Use of mobile phone and smart
phone is common. There is an
app called Voter Helpline App

to be downloaded for a hassle-
free registration at the individual
levels. Secondly, every polling
station has a Booth Level Officer
(BLO). Registration can be done
through him or her as well. In
addition, registration can also be
done through various offices like
the DC offices in Leh and Kargil,
Assistant Electoral Registration
Officer (AERO) at Tehsil level. All
the Tehsildars in Leh and Kargil
districts have been designated as
AEROs. One can also access the
ECT’s web portal for registration.
Hence, there are multiple options
to do it.

Q.3. How much time does it take
for registration and then getting
the voter ID card (EPIC)?

Ans. There is a deadline for
printing the voter ID. And,
normally, all fresh registration
process is completed well before

this deadline. We’re handing

over the printed Electoral Photo
Identity Card (EPIC) to new
voters these days through the
BLOs. Normally it is done
through Speed Posts of India

Post as per instruction of the

ECI. In Ladakh, however, due to
geographical constraints we have
taken special permission to let
BLOs deliver the EPIC. Moreover,
what is important is to have

the new names enrolled in the
electoral roll even if the ID card is
not received.

Q4. Is it, that if someone don’t
have an EPIC he/she cannot cast
their vote? Could you explain a
bit on it please.

Ans. It is important to possess
the EPIC as it is our identity
card of being an Indian citizen.
In case one does not receive the
EPIC in time due to any reason
such as misplacements, delay

in delivery, etc., any card that
proves your identity like Aadhar
Card, Driving License, Ration
Card, Passport, Bank/Post Office
Passbook, Government Service
ID Cards, etc. can be used to
prove the voter’s identity. Even

a written verification by village
Nambardar or Sarpanch will do.
Therefore, I once again reiterate
that registration of your name

in the Electoral Roll is the most
important thing. And if someone
wants to check his/her inclusion
of name in the electoral roll prior
to the election, the updated roll
is available on the ECI website;
CEQ, Ladakh’s website; with
political parties; BLOs; at DC
Office and Tehsil Offices also.

Q5. How a first-time voter like
a college student would come
to know about the location

of their polling station? And
also, in cases of rural to urban
migration how one can vote in
with changed constituency?

Ans. While registering one’s
name in the Electoral Roll, we
fill up our name and address
based on our current location or
residence and accordingly we
get our name registered against
the polling station closest to our
residence and locality. So, it’s
the responsibility of the students
and new voters to register their
names in the electoral roll against
places and polling stations close
to their present address so that
they can cast their votes. Earlier,
in erstwhile Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh had four Assembly
Constituencies namely Leh,
Nubra, Kargil and Zanskar.
After UT, we now have only one
parliamentary constituency for
both Leh and Kargil which is
called 1-Ladakh Parliamentary
Constituency.

Q.6. That being said, do you see
any significant change in the
conduct of ensuing Lok Sabha
election which is going to be

the first parliamentary election
after Ladakh becoming a Union
Territory?

Ans. Election Commission of
India has a common election
process for all the states and UTs
across the country. Any kind

of special provision or facilities
introduced by the ECI is provided
equally to all without any special
provision for a particular state
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or a UT. If there is, at all, a
major difference after Ladakh
becoming a UT is the creation
and establishment of the office of
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) for
Ladakh. Earlier we were under
CEO of erstwhile J&K. It’s now
more than a year that this office
has been made functional. As

a result it would make it more
convenient to run the election
related activities and programmes
in our UT.

Q.7. Are there any special
provisions introduced by ECI
this year that people should get
informed about?

Ans. ECI has come up with the
provision of “Absentee voters’
under which certain categories of
eligible voters including Persons
with Disabilities (over 40%
disability) and senior citizens
above the age of 85 years are
provided with the facility of
voting from home. To avail

this facility, the eligible voters
should apply through Form 12D
within 5 days of notification of
the elections in that particular
constituency. In case of Ladakh,
the notification date is 26th of
April 2024. So, this facility

for the absentee voters hall be
available till 1st of may 2024. For
the Senior citizens (AVSC) or an
elector above 85 years, the age

is mentioned in the electoral roll
database and is not required to
give any additional certificate or
undertaking with Form 12D.The
PwD voters needs to enclose a
copy of the benchmark disability
certificate with Form 12D. I would
like to appeal to all those who fall
in these categories to avail this
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facility to make sure that not a
single vote goes waste.

Then, C-Vigil is a mobile
application developed by ECI to
enable citizens to report violation
of Model Code of Conduct from
any place at any time without
fearing revelation of their identity.

Another technological
intervention is the launch of
Suvidha Portal by ECI. Suvidha
is a portal launched by the
Election Commission of India

to have a single window to
process all the election related
permissions sought by the
contesting candidates and the
political parties. The political
parties or the candidate can
easily create a profile by using
their mobile number and submit
the permission request. All the
digitized permission and online
request for permission will be
sent to the concerned officer

and nodal officer of different
departments for approval through
the ENCORE system. The ECI
has separately provided a Nodal
App to the Nodal officers of the
other departments whose consent
is required before approval of
any permission. The candidate/
political parties can also track
their application status through
the Candidate App. This App is
available on Google Play Store.
Once the permission request gets
approved, copy of the permission
can be downloaded from the
application as well as from the
Suvidha Portal.

Q.8. As and when elections
come, we hear of Model Code
of Conduct come into force. So,

how do you explain the Model
Code of Conduct to common
masses?

Model Code of Conduct comes
into force from the day the
Election Commission of India
announces the date of elections
and it remains in force till the
date of counting of votes and
declaration of results. Model
Code of Conduct is a set rules
and regulations to monitor the
behaviour of political parties,
candidates and government
officials during the MCC period.
MCC has evolved through the
years by way of consensus
between the ECI and political
parties and also with the
intervention of the judiciary from
time to time to conduct free and
fair elections so that all parties
and candidates get a level playing
field.

During the enforcement of
MCC, both the political executive
as well as the administration is not
authorised to make announcement
of any new scheme/policy. It also
prohibits the politicians from
laying any foundation stones or
inauguration of any completed
government project or work. And
even the government officers at
higher posts cannot make any
such announcements or promises.

Q.9. Then we also often hear of
MCMC during elections. How is
it different form MCC?

Ans. MCMC stands for Media
Certification and Monitoring
Committee. It is a committee

to give certify political appeals
and advertisements during
election period. MCMC ensures
enforcement of the MCC.



It ensures strict monitoring

and adherence to guidelines
concerning paid political news
and advertisements so that no

one can induce voters and votes

in an illegal and immoral way.
The committee keeps a check

on the advertisements/ appeals
published or broadcasted in any
print or electronic media including
the social media platforms. All
political advertisements can be
published or broadcasted only
after they are certified by the
MCMC. The MCMC Committee
works at both the district- Leh and
Kargil. At the district level it’s
chaired by the DCs. At UT Level,
the committee is chaired by Joint
CEO.

Q.10. During election, we

hear instances of candidates
persuading or inducting voters
with money, liquor and other
inducements, how and who
should one make complaint or
report to in such cases?

Ans: At district level, a
complainant can directly report to
the District Level Nodal Officer,
MCC about people/politicians

indulging in such unfair practices.
They can also directly report to
the UT Level MCC Nodal Officer.
A complainant need not reveal
his/her identity while lodging any
complaint but the complainant
must ensure that the complaint
should be true with proof or
evidence and it should not be
fabricated.

The simplest and the easiest
way to report any complaint is
through Election Commission
of India’s cVIGIL application.
This user-friendly application
can be downloaded on mobile
devices from Google Play Store
and it allows citizens to upload
pictures or videos related to any
MCC violations in their area and
locality. The concerned officers
shall then take up the matter and
initiate necessary action.

Q.11. As Election is considered
as the biggest festival of
democracy, what message would
you like to convey to the people
of Ladakh to increase maximum
participation in the upcoming
Lok Sabha Election 2024?

Ans: Being a citizen of the world’s

largest democracy (India) is in
itself a major privilege. As a
citizen of a democratic country,

it is s must to register oneself in
the Electoral Roll and hold the
identity card of your citizenship
with proud. And that identity card
is your Electoral Photo Identity
card or EPIC; or in simple terms,
we call it Voter’s Card. Our
freedom fighters had laid down
their life to earn the privilege of
voting right for us. Even in the
older democracies like the USA,
the women had to fight for right to
vote for.

In India, all of us, both men and
women, have got this privilege
right from the day one of our
Independence. Today, as we
stand in the 76th year of our
independence, let us reaffirm our
commitment to democracy and
vote because “Your Vote is Your
Voice”. In our parliamentary
democracy, this right to vote
comes only once in five years.
So, let us vote; and, let us pledge
that our votes will be guided not
by fear or prejudice but by our
conscience and the democratic
principles enshrined in our
constitution.
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Harnessing
technology:

India’s innovative
election management

system

By Delex Namgyal (JKAS)

Assistant Chief Electoral Officer, Ladakh

n India’s democratic system,
Ithe integration of technology
has become an integral
strategy to ensure fair, transparent,
and inclusive electoral processes.
The Election Commission of India
(ECI) has been at the forefront
of leveraging IT applications
to enhance citizen participation
and uphold the principles of
democracy. As we delve into the
intricacies of India’s election
management system, we find a
tapestry of innovative solutions
aimed at empowering citizens,
streamlining administrative
processes, and fostering
accountability.

At the heart of this digital
innovation and transformation is
a suite of meticulously-crafted
IT applications designed to cater
to every facet of the electoral
cycle. From the onset of candidate
nomination to the declaration of
results, each stage is fortified with
technological interventions with
impregnable security that upholds
the sanctity of the electoral
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Process.

One such ground-breaking
initiative is the cVIGIL app,
which is a citizen-centric platform
that allows individuals to report
instances of Model Code of
Conduct violations with ease. By
harnessing the power of geo-
location technology, cVIGIL
ensures timely intervention by
authorities, thereby bolstering
transparency and accountability.

Similarly, the Suvidha Portal
is the cornerstone for candidate
managementas it provides a
seamless online platform that
includes online nomination and
permission processes. Firstly, the
Candidate Online Nomination
feature enables candidates to
fill nomination forms, deposit
security deposits, etc. Once
completed, candidates can print
out their applications, have them
notarised, and then submit them
in person to the Returning Officer.
The online nomination option
aims to simplify the filing process,

Voter Helpline

aarwiasion of India

although the option for offline

submission is also available as
per legal requirements.Secondly,
the Candidate Permissions
module allows candidates and
political parties to apply online
for permissions related to
meetings, rallies, loudspeakers,
and temporary offices through
the Suvidha Portal. Additionally,
candidates can also track the
status of their applications using
the same portal. This digital
ecosystem not only simplifies and
expedites the nomination process
but also provides candidates with
real-time updates on the status of
their application.

In a bid to promote informed
voting, the Know Your Candidate
(KYC) app serves as a beacon of
transparency, allowing citizens to
access the details of the candidates
along with crucial information
such as criminal antecedents,if
any. This democratisation of
information empowers voters to
make informed choices, thereby
strengthening the democratic
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fabric of the nation.

Furthermore, the integration
of technology in the Electoral
Transmitted Postal Ballot
Management System (ETPBMS)
underscores the commitment to
inclusivity, ensuring that service
voters can exercise their franchise
seamlessly. By leveraging
electronic means for ballot
transmission and validation, the
ETPBMS eliminates logistical
barriers, thereby enhancing voter
participation.

TheECI has also developed
the ENCORE portal to provide
comprehensive solutions for
election officials. It offers end-to-
end functionality across various
modules, including candidate
nomination, scrutiny, permission
processing, and election counting.
This centralised platform
streamlines administrative
processes, thereby ensuring
efficient and swift conduct of
elections.

The ECI emphasises real-
time data dissemination through
the Voter Turnout App, which
provides citizens with voter
turnout details. In addition, it
also maintains the Voter Service
Portal and Voter Helpline Mobile
App, which ensure accessibility.
They offer citizens a diversity
of services including voter
registration, updating of voter’s
detailsand polling booth details.
This digital infrastructure
ensures that electoral services are
accessible toeveryone, thereby
promoting inclusivity and
participation.

Moreover, the Persons with
Disability Application (Saksham
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App) ensures inclusivity and
accessibility. A person with
disability (PwD) can use this
application to submit various
requests, including marking
themselves as PwD, applying

for new registration, requesting
migration, seeking corrections

in Election Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) details, and requesting a
wheelchair. This app leverages
the accessibility features available
on mobile phones, ensuring

that voters with blindness and
hearing disabilities can navigate
and use its functions.This
underscores theECI’s commitment
to inclusivity, offering tailored
solutions to cater to the diverse
needs of voters.

The advent of digital vouchers
through the Media Voucher
Online platform for political
parties for broadcast/telecast
exemplifies ECI’s commitment to
environmental sustainability and
efficiency. By embracing digital
solutions, ECI has established an
eco-friendly model for electoral
practices.

Apart from these, ECI has
also introduced additional digital
tools to streamline various aspects
of the electoral process. This
includes the BLO App (formerly
known as GARUDA App), which
assists Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) in performing their
tasks efficiently through features
such as checklist verification
and polling station updates.
Furthermore, the National
Grievance Service Portal (NGSP)
serves as a centralised platform to
address complaints from citizens,
political parties, and officials
at all levels, ensuring prompt

resolution by directing issues

to the appropriate authorities
upon registration. The Election
Seizure Management System
(ESMS) Mobile App enhances
transparency by digitising seized
items and facilitating coordination
among enforcement agencies,
while also automating report
generation. In addition, the
Integrated Election Expenditure
Monitoring System (IEMS)
enables political parties to submit
required documents online,
ensuring real-time compliance
monitoring and timely reporting.
The Election Planning Portal
provides a comprehensive digital
overview of electoral data for
Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs)
and ECI users, employing auto-
alert algorithms to notify CEOs
of pending activities and facilitate
communication with state
officials. Moreover, the Observer
Portal manages data for different
types of election observers,
allowing them to submit reports
and access necessary documents
along with a mobile app providing
parallel functionality for
convenience and accessibility.

These applications can be
accessed and downloaded on
both Google Play and the Apple
App Store.As we navigate the
intricacies of India’s election
management systems, it becomes
evident that technology serves
as a catalyst for progress,
transparency, and inclusivity.
Through a harmonious blend of
innovation and accountability,
ECI continues to uphold the
foundational principles of
democracy, ensuring that every
voice is heard and counts.



blossom festival

A vibrant celebration in
Ladakh's cultural heartland

By Nasir Aziz

pricot blossom festival

is a vibrant celebration

in Ladakh during which
Ladakh Tourism invites people
to join the festivities. It aims to
share the local tradition of apricot
blossoms with outsiders through
food, music, shopping, games, and
dances.

This year also, the festival was
held in Leh and Kargil districts
from April 6 to April 18, 2024.

It featured daylong celebrations
where people gather, trade
products and enjoy cultural shows
highlighting Ladakh’s rich culture
and heritage.

Apricot, also known as Chuli,
takes center stage during this
festival as Ladakhis rejoice in
the beauty of nature. Tourists

visiting Ladakh during this time
can immerse themselves in local
cultural programs, exhibitions
and the enchanting experience of
apricot trees in bloom.

The Department of Tourism
Kargil organized the Apricot
Blossom (Chuli Mendok) Festival

in Kargil. The festival was
organized in Garkone, Darchik,
Chanigound/Shilikchay and
Karkitchu villages in Kargil under
the banner of 3rd Apricot Blossom
Festival.

The Apricot Blossom Festival
involves a series of daylong




celebrations in different parts of
the valley where people enjoy
cultural shows that showcase the
best of Ladakh.

Ladakh is one of the most
popular places for tourist
destinations and tourists can also
celebrate the festival of Apricot
blossom. As a part of the festival,
visitors can enjoy the local
cultural programs and different
exhibitions and experience apricot
trees blossoming. Moreover, they
purchased the products of apricots
as a souvenir.

These apricots are becoming
world-famous and are helping
put Ladakh on the international
tourist map. They are eaten raw or
sundried and a number of native
Ladakhi dishes use this magical
ingredient to give them an extra
kick and flavour that is absent in
artificial sweeteners and sugar.

Haji Hassan, an apricot grower
hailing from Karkit village of
Kargil said they have at least 100
apricot trees. His son and brothers
are associated with the business
for a long time.

He is among hundreds of
farmers in Kargil who are
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dependent on apricots for decades

and make their livelihood out of it.

Annually, Hassan’s family earns
Rs 150,000 which helps him to
manage the family expenses.

While talking about the export
of apricots to the international
market in Dubai, for the first time
in 2021, he said, “More apricots
should be exported to outside
markets. The more it is exported
the more it will be beneficial for
farmers.”

Apricots are found in Kargil
and Leh. There are nearly 40
varieties of apricots in the entire
Ladakh region. The fruits are
plucked when they change the
surface colour from green to
yellow, fully ripe fruits are used
for processing.

Harvesting is done by
collecting apricots from trees
manually in August. Due to the
introduction of harvesting, net
picking of fruits has been made
easy but it is laborious.

Muhammad Ali, a roadside
vendor has been selling apricots
in Kargil’s Lal Chowk market
and has been associated with
the business over the past two

decades.

It is the only source of income
for him. Ali sells different
varieties of apricots and gets
customers throughout the day.
Besides, he sells apricot kernels
and apricot oil.

He is among many vendors
and shopkeepers in Kargil market
who sell apricots for decades and
make their livelihood out of it.
The 45-year-old said their family
also produces apricots as they
have their own apricot trees in
their village at Goma Kargil.

The places which are rich
in apricot production in Kargil
include Darchik, Chulichan,
Battalik, Garkone, Shilikchay,
Hardas, Karkitchu, Gargardo,
Chaunigund etc.

Apricot is the most important
crop grown in lower belt areas of
Ladakh. The crop is intimately
associated with the culture and
traditions. It is one of the major
sources of livelihood for farmers.

As per a research published by
International Journal of Current
Microbiology and Applied
Sciences in 2018 titled Economic
Analysis of Apricot Based
Production System in Trans-
Himalayas Region of Ladakh,
has revealed that use of Apricot
dryer technique improves the
quality of dried apricot and by
improved practices of harvesting
and drying.

“This technique improves the
quality of dried apricot and by
improved practices of harvesting
and drying. After the introduction
of the apricot dryer, the price of
Halman variety of apricot went
triple times than what they sold by



traditional drying methods,” the
research said.

It further notes that more
innovation is needed in solar
dryers to reduce drying period,
protection from rain because
apricots were drying mainly in the
short rainy season of Ladakh.

In India, for decades, the
people of Ladakh have consumed
it. A part of local culture, dry
and fresh apricots are served
as desserts, particularly during
traditional festivals.

Notably, apricot has been
identified as the primary crop for
Kargil under its One District One
Crop Program. Nearly 62 percent
of India’s apricots are produced in
Ladakh.

Dr Faizan Ahmad, Chief
Scientist at Mountain Agriculture
Research and Extension Station
SKUAST, Kargil said the institute
has the major mandate for
research and they preserve the
genetic diversity of apricots.

“We don’t particularly use a
crop. We cover all crops grown
and apricot is one of them. For
increasing the production, we
promote farmers to increase
horizontal expansion of apricot.
Because there are not well laid
orchards in case of apricot as far
as whole Ladakh is concerned,”
he said.

Dr Faizan said for increasing
the production in existing
plantations, it is not possible
because farmers here are very
reluctant to adopt new techniques.

“They don’t follow the
practices required for apricot

production. Whatever they are
getting from plantations is coming
from the existing plantation.

They don’t apply innovative
technologies in existing
technologies,” he said.

SKUAST is trying to increase
the area under apricot production
so that scientific plantations can
be made then it can apply for
innovations, new technologies for
getting better production.

“We don’t have high chilling
varieties. The areas which are
under apricot production are warm
compared to those areas which are
cooler like Drass, Panikhar and
Zanskar,” he said.

“These are the areas where
apricots are not being grown. For
increasing the area under apricot,
we need those varieties which can
withstand cooler temperatures,”
Dr Faizan said.

On the other side, SKUAST
has shifted its focus on processing
and post-harvest handling of
apricot as there are 30 percent
post-harvest losses in apricot and
fruit is of perishable nature.

“The harvest method is also
faulty. They simply shake the
tree or beat the branches and the
surface is hard and the crop gets
damaged. We are improving their
harvesting techniques. We are
giving training on how they can
harvest their fruit,” Dr Faizan
said.

“We are promoting how to
reduce the losses and how they
can best use damaged produce
for jam or juice making. We are
giving training in jam and juice

making,” he said.

The senior scientist said this
way farmers can increase their
income. “These are the aspects
which are covered by our station,”
the Chief Scientist said.

Reacting to the export of
apricot to Dubai in 2021, Dr
Faizan said the fresh fruit went
out of Ladakh after 40 years. For
SKUAST, he said it was good
news that the product went to the
international market despite the
fact that the consignment was
very small.

64 villages under fruit
cultivation:

Kargil district has a total of
129 villages out of which only 64
villages are under fruit cultivation.
Out of the 64, there are 10-15
villages producing a sizable
quantity of apricot.

“Main production comes
from three to four villages. 80-90
percent of apricot is produced in
these villages. Majority of farmers
produce one quintal of dried
apricot,” he said.

Dr Faizan said the price of
dried apricots has increased but
not at the pace which is required.
He added that it is a dry fruit and
quantity is limited so there should
be higher prices.

“They can improve their
drying technique then they fetch
a better price. The process of
drying is not hygienic. We are
emphasizing to improve drying
quality,” he said.
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LET’S LEARN
OUR LANGUAGE

Ancient Script of Tibetan
Languages “Pod eig”

By Mohd Issa Sabiri
Master, PM Shri High School, Lhankore

eaders know very well that Purgi is a branch
Rof the ancient Tibetan language which
belongs to Tibeto-Burmese, a sub-branch of

the Sino-Tibetan linguistic family. Modern Tibetan,
Balti and Ladakhi are the other languages that
evolved from Ancient Tibetan. However, in terms
of pronunciation and vocabulary, Purgi language is
considered the closest successor of ancient Tibetan.

The ancient Tibetan script is called ‘Pod-eig’
which was compile in the 7th century AD by the
Tibetan scholar Thonmi Sambhota from the Pali
and Nagri scripts of the Gupta period. Thirty (30)
consonants and four (4) vowels have been placed in
this script according to the linguistic requirements
of the Tibetan language prevalent in that era.In
principle, this script should have been used for all
the languages that originated from ancient Tibetan.
However, among them, only the modern Tibetan
and Ladakhi languages are currently using this
script while the Persian Arabic script ‘Nastaliq’ is
popularly used in Purgi and Balti. There is a regular
alphabet set for the Persian language in the Nastaliq
script in which the work of authoring and compiling
has been going on for a long time.

Currently, some Purgi linguists advocate using
the classical Tibetan script ‘Pod-eig’ for Purgi.
The advantage of this is that Purgi language will
be closer to its roots. However, there could be
difficulties because in the duration/period of 700
years of Purgi language, many changes have
occurred in terms of vocabulary and pronunciation
which is not beingdelivered in Pod-eig. New
lettersneed to be devised to resolve thisphonetic
problem in the ‘Pod eig’ script. We hope the experts
will take steps to add these to ‘Pod-eig.’

There are thirty (30) letters called ‘salchet’
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(Q]A\I N'ézﬂ) while there are four letters called ‘yangs’
(ﬁgl'\k'\! p.Now we are presenting the consonants

of the Tibetan alphabet (Pod-eig) with their
corresponding consonants of Perso-Arabic (Nastaliq)
in the following table for the readers. Along with
these letters, English and Hindi homophones and
their phonetics are also given in the International
Phonetics Alphabet (IPA) so that you can understand
easily.

- telflyangs)“Fy”

U L(J pg)&f SrF L L(ﬁuj//t?(«.,t
L5 vi(ﬁﬁ )Y f LA Z i/consonants
(«dnmdg/ﬁéd’}uuﬁj b-te s EUE s
Internationaly? (phonetics)e s lusls 7 it T
S TSt dozsU4(Phonetics Alphabet (IPA

QLT

v J g - K, C K

F. 5 'y — = kh

T e e - G g

= o : = - -

5 & & - Ch ch

X z s = - chh

= & e = I j

¥ L - 5 - ngy

Readers may have noticed that there is a dot to
the right of the letters in‘Pod-Eig.” It is called ‘tshig
@‘B'Q” ). This dot appears after each letter and each
syllable. The Tibetan alphabet is written from left
to right like English and Hindi. However, it does
not have groups of words like Hindi and English.

It rather has groups of syllables and a dot is placed
after each syllable. In this way, no space is left
between the words.

In this issue, you are learning four of the thirty
letters, two groups of four letters, starting with di
and srespectively. Each group is called “Zade”
Q'. Thus, the thirty letters are divided into five
groups of which the first four groups (zade) contain
four letters, while the last group (zade) contains only
two letters.We are also learning groups of “Ka Zade”
and “Cha Zade” in this issue.

To be continued.....
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