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KARGILNAMA

EDITORIAL

We at Department of Information
and Public Relations (DIPR) Kargil are
happy to share the third issue of Kar-
gil Nama, bilingual magazine with our
readers.

The bi-monthly news magazine cov-
ers different government policies and
programs initiated over the years and
acts as a bridge between people and
the government.

In the previous two issues, we have
tried to cover the developmental
measures besides other initiatives tak-
en in several departments especially
in Kargil district.

In this issue, we have focused on sev-
eral developmental measures includ-
ing the construction of all weather
Zojila Tunnel, aimed to reduce travel
time and will ensure round the year
road connectivity between Kashmir
and Ladakh.

The tunnel is expected to boost the
economy of Ladakh region which will
also help in upliftement of untapped
tourist potential.

We have also focused on young sports
players who are making a difference
and have shined in national and inter-
national events. These players aim to
represent India and abroad in near fu-
ture.

The magazine also carries interviews
of women who are working and toiling
hard to create their own space and
have become a source of inspiration
for women folk.

Similarly, like others the Labour De-
partment in Kargil district is also striv-
ing hard to provide welfare schemes
to unorganized workers for their bet-
ter conditions.

Though it is just beginning, the small
editorial team at DIPR Kargil including
reporters and photographers are try-
ing their level best to incorporate all
major happenings.

We hope our readers would enjoy
reading Kargil Nama and find it useful.
We would welcome feedback of read-
ers for further improvement in the up-
coming editions.
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GIRL POWER

Kargil's
taekwondo
champs

Meet two young girls from Kargil who
are championing Taekwondo sport and
are shining in national, international
sports

Tufail Ahmad Lone

argil is lucky to have two female

Taekwondo players, who are not only

making a difference but have brought

laurels to the entire Ladakh region by

participating in national and interna-

tional sports events. These girls are
also inspiring many to make way in sports.

Shanaz to participate World University
Games in China

Among them is Shanaz Parveen, of Sankoo, an In-
ternational Taekwondo player, who has created
history in Ladakh and qualified to represent India
in senior-level at World University Games which
are scheduled to be held between 26th June and
7th July in China next year.

She is an inspiration for many young aspiring girls
who want to make career in sports.

Recalling her initial days of opting for Taekwondo
as a practicing sport, Shanaz said she got to know
about Taekwondo sport through an announce-
ment in her school.

‘I had no idea of this game. Out of curiosity. | went
to meet Muhammad Ali sir who is the coach of the
game,” she said. Shanaz learned the game after
putting her all efforts to learn it.

“Initially, the perception of people was quite un-
receptive. | guess being a girl the comments were
negative. | was determined about my choice and
motivated enough to surpass the comments with-
out affecting my determination. Family support
gave me confidence,” she said.

For Shanaz, the motivation from her two coaches
(Mohammed Ali and Zaheer Abass) was outstand-
ing that motivated her through all odds.

‘It takes courage to occupy a space which has
been traditionally held by males. And to prove that
a girl can also shine in this field.” she said.

Shanaz said she receives a lot of messages on
social media from young girls congratulating her
while many of them ask her for guidance in the
game.

‘| feel 1 have contributed a little to the society to
inspire young girls to participate in games which is
satisfying enough,” she said.

Shanaz has participated in various training ses-
sions and won medals at various National and
International platforms including 2nd India Open
International G-1 Taekwondo Championship-2019
organized by the Taekwondo Association of India.
She secured first place in regular POOM/DAN Fe-
male under 30kg at 1st International Poomsae
lover invitational online club, won Bronze medal
in 2nd all India inter SAl-Korea Ambassador Cup
Taekwondo Championship and Bronze Medal in
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KYORGUI Female under 53KG
Federation Cup Taekwondo
Championships 2018 organized
by Jammu and Kashmir Tae-
kwondo Association.

Shanaz has also won Silver
Medal under 30 Female Indi-
vidual category Federation Cup
Taekwondo Championships
2018 organized by J&K Tae-
kwondo Association, Gold Med-
al in junior Female under 52kg
at 21st J&K State Taekwon-
do Championships 2018-19 or-
ganized by J&K Taekwondo As-
sociation.

She secured Gold Medal in junior
under 52 kg at 11th Open J&K
State Taekwondo Championship
organized by J&K Taekwon-
do Association (JKTA) and Gold
Medal in 20th J&K State Tae-
kwondo Championship 2017-18
organized by JKTA

Shanaz participated in 61st Na-
tional School Games 2015-16
Taekwondo Girls Under 17 at
Pune in Maharastra organized
by school games Federation of
India and also earned participa-
tion certificate at 37rd National
Senior Kyorugi and 10th Nation-
al Senior Poomase Taekwondo
Championship 2018.

She has also earned black belt
certificate  after  successfully
completing the KUKKIWON's 1st
Dan Taekwondo Promotion test.

Rabia aims to represent
India in Olympic Games

Like Shanaz, Rabia Bilal, hailing
from Kharboo village is another
National Taekwondo player who
aims to represent India at Olym-
pic Games in future.

Her passions towards Taekwon-
do game wasn't affected when
her family disallowed her to
practice during her initial days
fearing her studies would be af-
fected.

I was quite certain that |
wouldn't compromise with my
game. | continued practice and
I would hide it from my fami-
ly and kept practicing secretly.
Rabia said while recalling her
struggling days.

"Those memories are as fresh as
yesterday. | cherish them in or-
der to compliment myself and
keep myself motivated during
the awful moments. | even
saved my pocket money to pay
monthly fee. | also purchased my
first ever uniform from the sav-
ings which cost around Rs 800,

she said.

While talking about the per-
ception of people towards her
participation in the game, Ra-
bia used to give befitting reply
to them while substantiating her
argument quoting the example
of Iranian girls who are playing
various games globally within
the boundaries of Islam.
‘Gradually my family got to
know about my game. The en-
couraged further to keep prac-
ticing the game. My father used
to purchase sports related ac-
cessories without my knowledge
and made it available every
time,” Rabia said.

"My father is my role model. |
want to make him proud in fu-
ture. | follow his advice,” she said.
Rabia is thankful to her coach-
es (Muhammad Ali and Zaheer
Abass) as they played a crucial
role in her life to help grow skills
and motivated me throughout
my journey.

Rabia was also student of Sports
Authority of India (SAI) Training
Center Kargil where she was
trained under supervision of Mu-
hammad Ali coach Taekwondo.
She also attended various train-
ing sessions and participated at
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various National and State-lev-
el championships including First
Indian Open International Tae-
kwondo Championship 2019 in
Telangana Hyderabad, 9th Dis-
trict Kargil Taekwondo Champi-
onship 2017 under 42kg weight
category.

She secured Gold Medal at 20th
Jammu and Kashmir State Tae-
kwondo Championship 2017 un-
der 44 kg, secured Gold Medal in
10th District Kargil Taekwondo
Championship 2018 cadet girls
under 41 kg and Gold Medal 1st
District Sports Yogasna Cham-
pionship under 14-17 age group.
where she was the runner up.
Rabia has also secured 22nd
J&K-UT Taekwondo Champion-
ship -2020, Junior Female under
42kg secured Gold Medal, 1st
Ladakh UT Taekwondo Champi-
onship-2021 Junior Girls under
42kg.

She has also attended train-
ing sessions and earned certifi-
cate of participation in 2nd India
open International as an athlete
cadet age group in female under
44 kg at Indoor Stadium Hyder -
abad in 2019.

Rabia participated in advanced
Taekwondo Poomsae Education
2018 at Indoor stadium Kargil, 5
day Taekwondo training camp
2021 held at Munshi Habibullah
Mission School Kargil and 7 day
Taekwondo Training camp 2021
held at Indoor Stadium Kargil.
District Youth Services and
Sports Department in Kargil is
playing a pivotal role to facilitate
various Zone Level, interschool,
District and State level cham-
pionships, through which such
players are chosen on merits
basis to play at various National,
International platforms.

No dearth of talent in
Kargil

District Youth Services and
Sports Officer, Muhammad

Ali Rehnuma said there is no
dearth of talent in Kargil and
the department is committed
to upgrade infrastructure.
‘With the support of UT Ad-
ministration, we are com-
mitted to upgrade various
modern sports related infra-
structure in various educa-
tional institutions where the
work is in full swing.,” he said.
The Sports Officer said the
department has also pro-
vided various sports relat-
ed equipments of ice hockey,
archery, gymnastic to various
Higher Secondary Schools
under Special Development
Package (SDP).

Rehnuma said the construc-
tion work of 4 Ice Hockey rings
at Drass, Chiktan, Zanskar
and Panikhar is undergoing
along with development of
15 Ice Hockey practice rings
at various block level is also
going under SDP and almost

50% work is at completion
stage.

‘Construction work of Ice
Hockey rings at Chiktan, Mul-
bekh, Sankoo, TSG and Lalung
is also going under district
Plan. Construction work of Ice
Hockey ring near Khree Sul-
tan Cho stadium under SDP is
also in progress,” he said.
Rehnuma also said that for
Indoor games, the construc-
tion work of 2 indoor stadi-
ums with upgraded modern
sports facilities at district level
at Chiktan and reconstruction
work of indoor sports com-
plex of Kargil under construc-
tion which would be equipped
with modern facilities for
Martial Arts Sport.

‘For our traditional game
(horse polo) a national stan-
dard level ground is also de-
veloping under district plan at
Drass,” he said.

The department has also
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identified 500 kanals of land
near Airport road for Astro
Turf Football ground devel-
opment, he said.

Keeping in view the immense
scope and potential of winter
sports in Kargil including. ice
hockey, snow skiing and snow
scatting, two winter sports
academy one each in Zanskar
and Drass is also under con-
struction.

The DYSSO Kargil said with
the formation of UT Ladakh,
the administration is keenly
taking interest in develop-
ment of sports related infra-
structure with a mission to
train players in various sports
so they can excel in this filed
and represent the region at
various National and Interna-
tional platforms.

In this regard under SDP, Rs
23 lakhs have been allocat-
ed to government schools
including higher secondary,
High school, Middle and pri-
mary Schools of the district to
develop various sports related
infrastructure for volley ball,
table tennis hall and badmin-
ton hall besides other sports
through rural department.

In order to train players in
schools professionally trained
86 physical masters, 176
physical teachers and 70 Re-
hbar-e-Kheal teachers have

been appointed in various
schools of Kargil.
Mohammad Ali Taekwondo

coach said notably, in 2017,
Sports Authority of India (SAI)
established a Training Center
in Kargil aimed to train play-
ers of Boxing and Taekwondo
at Olympic Games.

He said these two games are
registered in Olympics. “In our

training center at present we
are focusing on these two
games,” he said.

Sharing the achievements
of the players of the SAl, he
said, two players from Kargil
namely Sonam Chospel and
Zeeshan Mehdi participated
at the international platform
in junior category at Oman
and Jordan in 2019 in Tae-
kwondo. The two players won
Gold Medals in 2019 Junior
Category at National Level.
Ali sad more than 20 boys
and girls had participated at
National level Games in Box-
ing and 10 Bronze and Sil-
ver Medals were won by the
players.

Similarly, around 30 players
participated in Taekwondo at
National level games includ-
ing boys and girls and around
20 Gold, Silver and Bronze
medals were earned by the
players.

The SAl Training Center in
Kargil has also opened hos-
tel for Players where lodg-
ing and boarding expenses

are exempted along with the
provision of providing free

sports-related equipments,
uniforms besides other basic
necessary amenities are be-
ing provided to the players.
Hailing the huge participation
of girlsin sports at present, Ali
said as a Taekwondo coach it
gives him immense satisfac-
tion and pride that the per-
ception of society towards the
participation of girls in games
has changed drastically.
‘Now parents are more open
towards girls and are allow-
ing them to participate in
various games. It is a positive
step in society,” he said.
Regarding availability — of
sports infrastructure in Kargil,
Ali said LAHDC along with UT
Administration is extending
support to develop modern
sports infrastructure in the
district.

‘In this regard, 500 kanals of
land has been already identi-
fied near airport road for the
construction of Indoor Stadi-
um,” he said.
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GATEWAY TO LADAKH

Asia’s longest
bidirectional

tunnel

The all weather tunnel project will bring
economic development and connect the

two UTs together

Mansoor Peer

housands of work-
ers are toiling hard
to drill tunnels and
construct  bridges
on the all weather
connectivity  Zojila
project which will connect Kash-
mir with Ladakh, a cold desert
region isolated for six months
due to inclement weather.
The 14 km long road tunnel un-
der Zojila pass between Son-
marg and Drass is under con-
struction after commencement
of construction in 2018 and is
aimed to reduce travel time and
will ensure round the year road
connectivity between two Union
Territories
Planned as a smart tunnel, it will
have the latest safety features
such as a fully transverse venti-
lation system, an uninterrupted
power supply. emergency light-
ing, CCTV monitoring, variable
message signs, traffic logging
equipment and tunnel radio sys-
tem.
The safety features will in-
clude emergency telephones,
fire-fighting cabinets every 125

metres, pedestrian cross-pas-
sages every 250 metres, motor-
able cross-passages and lay-
bys every 750 metres.

The project aims at construction
two-lane bi-directional sin-
gle tube tunnels with a parallel
14.2 km-long egress tunnel. The
western portal is at Baltal east
of Sonmarg.

The eastern portal after Zojila
is at Minamarg. The length of
the tunnel doesnt include the
lengths of the approach roads to
both ends of the tunnel from the
existing highway.

In September this year, Union
Minister for Road Transport and
Highways, Nitin Gadkari visited
both sides of the tunnel project
to inspect the construction work.
During his visit, he said con-
struction work on the project is
in full swing despite difficulties
and it is going to be an “eco-
nomic corridor for both Ladakh
and Kashmir.”

"We can win over all the prob-
lems. That is the way in which
our officers NHIDCL, security
personnel, contractors, engi-

neers, workers are working in
difficult time,” he said.

The Gol wants to start the tunnel
24/7 and it is going to start the
socio-economic progress of this
area which will also create em-
ployment opportunities for local
people.

‘I am thankful to the cooperation
extended by the UT administra-
tion of Ladakh which is keen the
development of this area. We
are the facilitator and main cat-
alyst for all this. We are working
in war footing basis for the tun-
nel to give relief to people,” the
minister said.

Pertinent to mention that, once
completed, the Zojila tunnel will
be Indias longest road tunnel
and Asia’s longest bi-direction-
al tunnel, which is part of mega
road communication project to
ensure undisrupted connectivity
between the two UTs.

Notably, in October 2020, Gad-
kari initiated the first blast for
the all weather Zojila tunnel on
NH1 which marked the begin-
ning of the tunnel construction.
After the inspection by Union

9
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Minister, he has set deadline for
the tunnel to be completed by
December 2024, much ahead of
its original deadline of Septem-
ber 2026.

The  tunnel  will  provide
all-weather connectivity be-
tween Ladakh and Kashmir,
which is otherwise hampered
during winters as the Zojila pass
is covered in snow and ava-
lanches.

General Manager  Nation-
al Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation Lim-
ited (NHIDCL) Kargil, Colonel AK
Shiv Kumar, said the work on
the 14 kilometer tunnel is be-
ing executed in two parts, one
in Kashmir side and another in
Kargil side.

‘Kashmir side has got ap-
proached road of about 19 ki-
lometres, some bridges, culvets
and road work which is up to
Baltal,” he said.

Kumar said that the excavation
work is currently under way at
Baltal and Minamarg side.
‘From Baltal side, we have
achieved about 200 metres. The
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progress is slow because the
rock strata are poor there and
safety precautions have to be
taken,” he said.

From Minamarg, NHIDCL has
achieved almost about 580 me-
tres as the rock strata is good
and they take two blasts daily
and achieve a length of about 6
metres per day.

For ventilation purpose and to
ease our work NHIDCL is having
three vertical shafts from Mina-
marg side.

"We are concentrating on central
shaft which will help us to open
two more extraction fronts. Ver-
tical shaft is about 350 metres
and we will be able to achieve
it by end of next year probably,’
Kumar said.

As per the NHIDCL, the progress
will increase from next year by
this time. "We are ensuring that
the tunnel work doesn't stop
during winters,” he said.

He said recently they met with
the Project Vijayak that have
assured them that they will keep
road open up to Minamarg un-
til December end and if possible

beyond that as well.

‘We are also deploying our
equipment from Minamarg side
to clear the road and keep the
axis open so that it eases our
movement of traffic and move-
ment of our stores,” he said.
"Apart from that we have
planned for complete winter
season for five months. What-
ever stores are required for con-
struction work, we have stocked
at Minamarg camp like support
system, cement, aggregate, ex-
plosives for blast and various
other equipments,” he said.
Kumar said that this winter they
will ensure to continue the work
inside the tunnel so that work is
not stopped adding as of now
they have been able to do it.
People in the Union Territory of
Ladakh are eagerly waiting for
the opening of the Zojila tun-
nel which will provide a relief to
people and would remain open
round the year.

He said that the construction of
Zojila Tunnel in continuation of
Z-Morh Tunnel was necessary
in order to establish all weather
connectivity between Kashmir
and Ladakh.

“The road connectivity projects
between Srinagar and Leh will
not only be important for ser-
vicing the strategic interests but
also for the overall socio-eco-
nomic development of Ladakh,
the official said.

The tunnel will pass through Zo-
jila to Sonamarg, which marks
the end of conifer-clad moun-
tains before Ladakh begins
across the rocky Zojila mountain
pass.

Officials say the Zojila tunnel,
expected to cost $932 million
(€815 million), will be India's
longest and highest tunnel, at
11,500 feet (3,485 meters).

The tunnel, at a height of
over 11,500 feet, will provide
all-weather connectivity be-
tween Ladakh and Kashmir,

10
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which is otherwise hampered
during winters due to snow.

The business community in La-
dakh region is very happy for the

all-weather tunnel. They said
that once completed, it would
have a positive impact on trade
and commerce.

Haji Abass Balti, President of All
Traders Union Kargil said pres-
ently they are facing problems in
stocking of essentials and they
are eyeing at the completion of
the tunnel.

‘Once it is made functional it
would develop trade. Essentials
would remain available round
the year which will help in the
socio-economic development of
the region,” he said.

Balti said it is going to benefits
not only traders but also to com-
mon people.

On the other side traders said
that they will also be able to keep
the livestock available round the
year and there would be no price
rise during winters.

Hoteliers in Kargil are also wait-
ing for the tunnel completion
and said that it will uplift the
economy of the region and cre-
ate more and more job opportu-
nities.

Nasir Munshi, who is the pro-

prietor of Hotel Highland Kargil,
said tourism industry in Kargil is
exploring as tourist flow has in-
creased over the years.

‘Once the tunnel opens, tourist
will come round the year espe-
cially in winter months. It will
help in economic upliftment and
create job opportunities. It will
definitely have a positive effect
on the society as whole,” he said.
‘It is a good development espe-
cially for the people of Ladakh
region as the area remains cut-
off for almost six months. The
connectivity will improve econo-
my,” Munshi said.

The tunnel will have positive im-
pact on the education of chil-
dren as students will no longer
face the road closure in winter
months.

Javid Ahmed, who recently got
admission in Central Universi-
ty of Jammu in PG economics,
said his classes were scheduled
in December end but he had to
leave a month before the com-
mencement of classwork.

“The tunnel would be a game
changer for education of Lada-
kh students as they will explore
more opportunities as the con-
nectivity will be there round the
clock,” he said.

Project timelines

Oct 2013: Cabinet approves the
road tunnel project.

May 2017: Four private play-
ers bid for the Rs 10,000 crores
project namely Larsen & Toubro
(L&T). IL&FS, Jaypee Infratech
and Reliance Infrastructure.
Jun 2017: Contract to be
awarded to the bidders by June
end and work to start in August
2017.

Jul 2017: IL&FS Transportation
Networks Ltd, the firm which
developed Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Tunnel emerged

as the lowest cost bidder for
the tunnel. It quoted cost of Rs
4,899 crore (US$651 million), and
a period of 7 years to construct
tunnel.

Jan 2018: Union Cabinet ap-
proves tunnel to be built at a
cost of Rs 6,809 crore (US$904
million) including land acquisi-
tion cost. Tunnel is to be ready
in five years.

May 2018: Foundation stone
laid by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and work was started.
Mar 2019: The project is to be
bid again as earlier developer
IL&FS has gone bankrupt.

Jun 2020: Fresh bids invited for
construction of tunnel.

Aug 2020: MEIL (Megha En-
gineering & Infrastructure Ltd)
emerges as lowest bidder for
the tender with quoted price of
Rs 4509 crores. MEIL will con-
struct the tunnel.

Oct 2020: On 15 October 2020,
Minister of Highways, Nitin
Gadkari initiated the first blast
for the all weather Zojila tunnel
on NH1. The tunnel is expected
to be completed by September
2026.

Sep 2021: After an inspection
by Union Minister Nitin Gadkari,
he sets a deadline for the tunnel
to be completed by December
2023, much ahead of its original
deadline of September 2026.

n
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KACHO AHMAD
ALl KHAN:

The
face of
Kargil
theatre

Murtaza Fazily

‘ ‘ | strongly recommend

that collaboration of
theatre and educa-
tion is necessary. If
only an activity is in-
troduced at school
level can change per-
sonality of students
to a large extent

heatre in  Kargil
witnessed rise in
1980s. Later in the
second decade of
21st century, with
the enthusiasm of
some theatre enthusiasts and
trained artists, Kargil's theatre
is witnessing a new era where
people are expecting a good fu-
ture for theatre. The district has
also witnessed a brief history
of performing arts, particularly
when talked about theatre.

In 1980s, a theatre movement
was started in Kargil in which
artists used to perform theatre
plays and was a vital source of
entertainment when there was
no electronic and digital media.
Retired IAS Officer and author
Kacho Asfandyar Khan said
though theatre had a history in
Kargil and steps taken to reju-
venate it are overwhelming, He
said it is becoming a popular
medium to voice the prevailing
social issues.

About the emergence of the-
atre, he said during 1970s and
80s, few theatre lovers formed a
group and used to perform the-
atrical plays. He said at that time
Bashir Ahmad Wafa and Haji
Abbas Balti were the prominent
faces of theatre.

Theatre, a collaborative form of
performing art, uses live per-
formers, usually actor or actress-
es to present experience of an
event before a live audience in a
specific place or stage.

Khan said at that time, people
in Kargil were not much famil-
iar with Television and Radio and
only few modes of entertain-
ment were available and theatre
was one of them.

‘Society as a whole wasn't much
open to modern means of me-
dia and entertainment and re-
mained isolated from rest of the
world for years,” he said.

Khan believes that one of the
reasons for growth of theatre in

Ladakh can be credited to the
opening of Radio and TV stations
in the region which has provided
platform to the local artists.

‘I have seen few acts and noted
that they are being appreciat-
ed by the audience. The artists
are trying to bring reforms while
touching subjects appealing to
the society.” he said.

The retired IAS Officer said art-
ists should always respect emo-
tions of audiences adding that
if this pace continues a healthy
theatre activity will continue in
future.

The story had a leap period for
around three decades when the-
atre activities were halted.
However, in later half of the last
decade, theatre witnessed a new
movement due to the endeav-
ors of Regional Arts and Theatre
Arts Group (RANThAG), led by
Kacho Ahmad Ali Khan.

Kacho did his bachelor's degree
from Jamia Millia Islamia, New
Delhi later he did post-gradua-
tion in Dramatic Arts from Na-
tional School of Drama (NSD),
New Delhi with specialization in
acting.

Kacho has been leading RAN-
ThAG for 7 years which he start-
ed after completing his course
from the NSD and became the
first student from Kargil to make
it to the school.

For Kacho, the experiences at
Jamia Millia Islamia made him
to apply for the NSD where he
was selected for the prestigious
course.

‘There were 26 students across
the country who got selected. |
was one of them. When you see
your name in it is certainly a mo-
ment of pride,” he said.

The theatre group (RANThAG)
has performed in various state
and national platforms over the
past few years.

During his graduation years in
Delhi, Kacho joined a Universi-
ty Theatre Group with the help

12
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of which he travelled to various
cities where he performed plays
and got an experience of theatre.
The NSD became a right plat-
form for him to enter in the
world of theatre which nurtured
his skills and became a founda-
tion for his acting career in later
years.

"Apart from plays, syllabus is ori-
ented in a way that you under-
stand all forms, styles of theatres
practiced worldwide. The litera-
ture provided makes you a dif-
ferent person and artist,” he said.
Kacho reflects that dramatics
and theatre need commitment,
dedication and sacrifice when
you decide to work in a place like
Kargil where you have to start
from scratch.

The artist did his first play from
his native village at a local Ma-
drassa by engaging villagers and
later in collaboration with sever-
al agencies like Ladakh Acade-
my of Art, Culture and Languag-
es (LAACL) he started his own
endeavors.

Talking about the maturity of
audiences in Kargil. Kacho said
the response of people is very
receptive and when you present
any genre of theatre with subtle -
ty they understand and accept.

"We talk about any social issue
through our medium, people do
like experiments as well but we
have to always keep the public
sentiments in mind while pre-
senting sensitive topics,” he said.
About the growth and future of
theatre, he said more theatre
groups should come forward
which can lead to creative ex-
change and development of
theatre.

‘I strongly recommend that col-
laboration of theatre and educa-
tion is necessary. If only an activ-
ity is introduced at school level, it
can change personality of stu-
dents to a large extent,” he said.
Talking about the role of gov-
ernment, Kacho said the support
has remained consistent since
the beginning. particularly by
the LAACL in conducting plays
and workshops besides provid-
ing moral support throughout
the years.

He said the renovation of Audi-
torium Hall, Kargil was need of
the hour which was done with
the constant efforts of the gov-
ernment.

Talking about the future of the-
atre in Kargil. Kacho said that
individual efforts by artists are
needed to strengthen theatre.

"See financial constraints are
there but we should do individ-
ual efforts apart from govern-
ment grants. Government has
always been supportive to us
at different juncture but artists
have to find ways to survive on
their own and to do service to
art form,” he said.

Kacho said workshops have
been conducted in past but more
initiatives by LAACL is need of
the hour and a theatre festival
could be of great help which can
provide exposure to artists.
Apart from theatrical practices,
preservation of tribal culture and
languages is also taking a mo-
mentum in Kargil theatre and
is being taken very seriously for
identity purpose.

Kacho said that promotion of
vernacular languages is essen-
tial. "For this purpose we in-
troduced Purgi, Balti and Shina
languages in our plays. It was an
experiment and people hailed it
he said.

Over the years, theatre and per-
forming activities have received
a huge response in the soci-
ety regarding social awareness
particularly during the Covid-19
pandemic.

Some plays directed by Kacho in
recent pastinBaltiand Purgilan-
guages are Balthoti Zungs, Sar-
tags. Khongis Chi Samed. Achey
Skyalba Su Tangchin, Hrkunlen,
Gyotluks and Rongkhang.

Apart from this, he has also
written and directed many Ra-
dio plays for All India Radio (AIR)
Kargil station. He has also act-
ed in various popular Bollywood
films and web series.

The 39-year-old theatre artist
was conferred with state award
by the Administration of Union
Territory of Ladakh and has also
been awarded at district level on
several occasions.

‘Receiving state award was a
moment of pride. When | got
the news about the award, | was
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emotional. The UT Administra-
tion acknowledged my efforts.
We have to do more,” he said.
Kacho said theatre has seen an
overwhelming revival but the
growth has to be continued.

He believes that local literature
and art has to be promoted but
with time with an audience ac-
ceptability of national and in-
ternational standards has to be
imbibed.

Deputy Secretary/Special Officer
LAACL, Kargil Nazir Hussain said
art, culture and language are
major areas of the department.
Theatre falls in performing arts,
which has remained a focus for
several years.

"Our objective is to provide plat-
form and assistance but at the
end all efforts have to be tak-
en by artist themselves,” he
said adding Kacho deserves the
credit for promotion and revival
of theatre.

LAACL provides handsome re-
muneration to artists and fee
is categorized as per seniority
of artists. The academy is also
looking to hike the remuneration
given to artists.

Apart from this, the acade-
my offers a yearly fellowship to
budding writers and artists, for
which artists have to apply on
allotted timelines.

LAACL in collaboration with
RANThAG has participated in
many plays and conducted
workshops for aspiring artists
which can inspire them towards
this field and can explore their
passion.

"Considering the economic pros-
pects it can also be a source of
income for them. The movement
has put an impact in youth as
two students from Kargil are
continuing their studies at the
NSD. We have a dream to con-
duct a National Theatre festival
in Kargil," Hussain said.

About the importance of theatre
in education, he said workshops
in collaboration with schools
were organized while a policy
is under consideration regard-
ing introduction of theatre in
schools.

‘It is a promising project. | hope
it matures soon. This can re-
ally enhance teaching skills of
teachers. Students will also

gain new experience apart from
studies,” he said.

Muhammad Ali Tak, District Cul-
tural Officer LAACL Kargil, said
Kacho has immensely contrib-
uted in reviving theatre in Kargil
and LAACL has always support-
ed his contribution.

‘I have personally seen Kacho's
struggle and growth. He reig-
nited a new sparkle in Kargil
theatre and it definitely helps in
bringing social awareness and
transformation in the society.,
Tak said.

“Though at LAACL, it is our pro-
fessional duty to support artists
but we can't deny the role of our
officers and other staff in taking
pains to shape Kacho's vision
into reality,” he said.

The Cultural Officer said Audito-
rium Hall in Kargil was recently
renovated and decorated with
modern facilities to felicitate
theater artists.

"We hope that it will assist art-
ists to deliver their best. At the
Auditorium, which has proper
seating and lighting arrange-
ments, audiences will experience
professional theatre,” he said.
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SUCCESS STORY:

Meet Kargil's
female fashion

designer

Hakima Banoo

arveen Fatima, a
26-year-old wom-
an from Goma Kar-
gil. is now self-em-
ployed because of
Himayat program,
a placement linked skill training
program meant for unemployed
youths of the Union Territory of
Ladakh.
The program is being imple-
mented by the Himayat Mission
Management Unit and Jammu
and Kashmir State Rural Live-
lihood Mission, Government of
India.
The Union Government is tak-
ing several initiatives to enhance
employment opportunities and
conceive job plans that involve
private and public sectors.
Deen Dayal Upadhya Grameen
Koushal Yojna (DDUGKY) sup-
ported by Ministry of Rural De-
velopment, Government of India
is implementing the program
since 2011.
Fatima had a dream to become
a fashion designer since her
school days and she wanted to
choose career in fashion design-
ing course after graduation.
She was in second year of bach-
elor's course when she came to

know about the scheme from a
friend and she opted for fashion
designing course by choice.
Under the fashion designing
course, Fatima learned basics of
apparel making and other relat-
ed knowledge which helped her
in career growth.

She joined the 8 months free
residential course and complet-
ed her training at Himayat Cen-
tre Jammu. The scheme helped
her to make her dream come
true.

After completion of training pro-
gram, she was given options to
choose job placement.

However, she wanted to travel to
other places in the country to get
exposure. Later Fatima opted to
work in Tripur, Tamil Nadu.

She was among 70 women from
Kargil aged between 15 and 35
who were placed in one of the
apparel units of SCM Garments
Private Limited under Himayat
Scheme.

The private company has allo-
cated a section of tailoring ma-
chines exclusively for Ladakhi
women and was the first com-
pany in Tirupur to recruit peo-
ple trained under the Himayat
scheme from Ladakh.

‘| faced many challenges there
like language barrier, away from
home and many more. But, |
continued hard work and never
gave up. | got adjusted there’
Fatima said.

"Other girls from Kargil left one
by one for home but | stayed
there. Within six months, | was
promoted from  coordinator
to supervisor because of hard
work," she said.

‘It felt happy when | gained
skills quickly from trainers in the
company. | was selected to lead
women," said Fatima.

Within six months, SCM Gar-
ments promoted Fatima as su-
pervisor-cum-coordinator  for
the stitching section. They ac-
tively recruit trained tailors and
fashion designers under the
DDUGKY scheme, under which
the Himayat works across the
country.

In 2019, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his 60th edition of Mann
Ki Baat program highlighted
the initiatives taken by Himayat
Program in UT's of Ladakh and
J&K.

The PM said 18,000 youth were
trained in 77 trades and out of
these, around 5,000 people are

15



KARGILNAMA

working and many of them have
moved towards self-employ-
ment under the program.

“The success stories of lives
which have changed under the
aegis of the Himayat Program,
truly touch the heart,” Modi said
in Mann Ki Baat.

The Prime Minister mentioned
Parveen Fatima and said she has
become a supervisor-cum-co-
ordinator following promotion in
a Garment Unit in Tirupur, Tamil
Nadu.

Hailing from a small village in
Kargil, Fatima has undergone a
major change and become con-
fident. She has become self-re-
liant and gave an opportunity to
her family to prosper.

There are many examples of tal-
ented youth who have become
symbols of change in Ladakh
region and had been benefited
from Himayat program.
Himayat invests in skill training
to ensure that youth move from
poverty to prosperity and under
this scheme you have the op-
portunity to change your life.
The PM spoke to Fatima to know
about her progress after be-
ing trained under the Himayat
scheme.

Recalling her talk with the PM
she said ‘I was overwhelmed
that | spoke to PM. My family
members were very happy. Even
the local press poured in and in-
terviewed me.”

“The PM encouraged me to con-
tinue the job,” she said. Later of-
ficials at Kargil Himayat Centre
told her that the PM was pleased
with her progress.

Talking about the challenges,
she said that usually Ladakhi
families are reluctant to allow
women to go out of the region.
‘Even though | had completed
the training for fashion design-
ing but my parents were reluc-
tant to allow me to work at Tir-
upur,” Fatima said.

Her family allowed her to go to

Tirupur only after the Himayat
Center authorities through a
meeting convinced them about
her safety.

"Now my family believes in me
and they allow me to go wher-
ever | wish,” she said.

However, Fatima said the soci-
ety is not that much supportive
when it comes to women be-
cause many people approached
her parents and they were also
against choosing career outside.
"‘But thankfully my parents be-
lieved in me and didn't listen to
any of them,” she said.

‘'Some people suggested me
to go to Tamil Nadu because
they thought that | wouldn't be
able to work there. | believed
in myself and worked hard and
proved them wrong. There is
nothing like one can't do. Every-
thing is possible with hard work,”
she said.

However, due to Covid-19 pan-
demic, she came back to Kar-
gil. Back home, she didnt let
her skill go in vain. Fatima was
contacted by a women welfare
society to train their members in
tailoring and designing.

The young fashion designer
trained them for 3 months. Now
they are running tailoring shops
or helping stitching their own
family clothes.

"Skills never go waste. We have
to develop our skills to excel in
the field. | still take part in train-
ing workshops and programs
to enhance my knowledge and
skill.” she said.

Fatima is now an entrepreneur.
She runs a shop where she sells
her own handmade handicrafts.
‘I am independent now. | don't
seek even a single penny from
my parents. Now my income is a
major source of livelihood for our
family,” she said.

Many fashion designing enthu-
siasts approach her to learn art
and she teaches them at her
shop. Fatima has also employed

a lady who looks after her shop
in her absence.

She has a dream to make a
learning centre at large scale
where she could train women in
order to make them self reliant
and realize their talent.

Fatima said she has observed
that many educated women
keep waiting for government
jobs and in the meantime they
forget to learn skills.

‘In this era of competition, one
should be independent. So our
women should focus on their
skills and strive to be self-suffi-
cient and sustain their own live-
lihood," she said.

"My message to women is when
you know that you are doing
good don't listen to others. Just
believe in yourself, work hard
and make your parents proud,’
she said.
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Welfare
schemes for
labourers

Anwar Ali Tsarpa

ne of the major concerns of Govern-
ment has been the improvement of
labour welfare with increasing pro-
ductivity and provision of a reason-
able level of social security as they
play a key role in infrastructural de-

velopment.

The Government of India has various schemes
meant for welfare of labourers and made watch-
dogs responsible to assist them in need. Many of
initiatives have been taken in the Union Territory
of Ladakh for labour welfare.

The social, economic conditions that existed in the
initial years of planning have changed now. In order
to know about the welfare schemes for labourers,
DIPR Kargil in a chat with Assistant Labour Com-
missioner Kargil (ALC) Raziya Khatoon, who is also
Assistant Director Information Department of In-
formation and Public Relations (DIPR) Kargil talks
about various laws, rights, schemes and benefits
aimed to ensure protection, welfare of labourers.
She said as per the Building and Other Construc-
tion Workers' (Regulation of employment and con-
ditions of service) Act 1996, a State Welfare Board
is constituted under Section 18 (1) of the act which
is common with J&K UT for now as no separate
Welfare Board is established yet for Ladakh UT.
The ALC said that there are around 5,350 regis-
tered workers and the Board provides financial as
well as material relief to workers and their fami-
lies.

Khatoon said the Board under the BOCW Act pro-
vides financial assistance to wards of registered
labours under Financial Assistance for Education
scheme where the amount varies from Rs 2,500 to
Rs 50,000 per year.

Wards from Class 1st to 5th get Rs 2,500, class 6th

to 8th get Rs 3,500, class 9th to 10th gets Rs 4500,
Class 11th to 12th gets Rs 6,000, bachelor degree,
ITl. and paramedical courses gets Rs 10,000, LG
courses gets 15,000, 3 years diploma courses gets
30.000, and professional courses viz: MBBS/BE/B.
tech, BVSC, MS, MD, or other PG medical courses
gets 50,000.

In the current year 2021-22, she said around 2,900
students of registered workers in Kargil availed
scholarship for which the Government released a
total amount of Rs 2.20 crore.

The ALC said for chronic diseases, the board pro-
vides financial assistance up to maximum of Rs 1
lac to the labour or his dependent family member.
"As maternity benefits the board provides Rs 5
thousand to female labourers twice in their life-
time. In case of any disability to the labour himself,
there is the provision to provide a financial assis-
tance up to Rs 75,000 depending upon the case/
degree of disability,” she said.

In case of death of the labour or any of his/her de-
pendent the board provides death assistance of Rs
2 lakah and 5,000 for funeral purpose. In the cur-
rent year 2021-22, till date 11 beneficiaries availed
medical assistance of a total amount of Rs 2.8 lakh.
Khatoon said however, in the same period, six
beneficiaries got death assistance that makes a
total amount of Rs 12.30 lakhs.
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The department also distributes
financial assistances to porters

under the Workmen's Com-
pensation Act 1923. Under this,
heads of departments disbursed
Rs 28 lakh among 13 beneficia-
ries.

Moreover, the department has
the power to adjudicate disputes
related to labours and their
rights through its Labour Court.
Under "The Payment of Wages
Act 1936°, the department also
resolves issues of workers where
they face challenges like delay
or non-payment of wages from
the employer.

The department has successfully
disposed of as many as 15 cases
and an amount of Rs 4 lakhs has
been disbursed to workers.
Under the Employees Compen-
sation Act 1923, an amount of Rs
28.99 lakhs has been disbursed
to the dependents of deceased
workers.

Khatoon said for early and easy
address of issues, it would be
better if labour welfare offices

are established at Sub-Division-
al and Block level also.

The labours faced tremendous
challenges during the Covid-19
pandemic. The Labour Depart-
ment disbursed financial as-
sistance of Rs 2,000 per person
in two instalments to 4,873 la-
bourers this year that makes
total of Rs 97.46 lakh. Similarly,
last year Rs 1.46 crore was dis-
bursed among 3,564 labourers
in four instalments for the same
purpose.

In collaboration with district ad-
ministration, the Labour Depart-
ment has also provided relief to
migrant workers during lock-
down.

The relief package included Rice
5kg. Dal 1.5kg. Nutri/Soya nug-
gets 0.5kg. Sugar 0.5kg. Milk
Powder 0.5kg. Cooking oil 1 li-
ter, face mask 3-piece, Soap
1-piece, Sanitary pads for fe-
male workers to approximately
500.

The relief packages were pro-
vided to 4,500 migrant labour-
ers who were working in Kargil
during lockdown period.

The department also creates
awareness among labourers
regarding their rights, duties,
schemes, benefits, and process
to avail them.

The ALC Kargil said, notably,
in 2019, number of registered
workers in the district was only
2,300. However, after awareness
at sub-divisional and block-lev-
el, number increased to 5,300.

In addition to the above-men-
tioned services, the Department
of Labor also regulates the Shop
and Establishment Act that reg-
ulates premises wherein any
trade, business or profession is
carried out.

The act not only regulates the
working of commercial estab-
lishments but also societies,
charitable trusts, printing estab-
lishments, educational institu-
tions run for gain and premis-

es in which banking, insurance,
stock or share brokerage

This act regulates areas such as
working hours, rest interval for
employees, opening and clos-
ing hours, closed days, national
and religious holidays, overtime
work, rules for employment of
children, annual leave, maternity
leave, sickness and casual leave,
etc.,

Under the same Act, the De-
partment of Labour also issues
‘Form C" which means any shop
or commercial establishment
that commences operation must
apply to the Chief Inspector for
a Shop and Establishment Act
License within the prescribed
time.

Khatoon said on submission of
application and review by Chief
Inspector, the shop or commer-
cial establishment will be regis-
tered and registration certificate
will be issued to occupier.

"The registration certificate must
be prominently displayed at the
shop or commercial establish-
ment and renewed periodically,
as per the act,” she said.

The department also generates
revenue to government through
registration under various acts
like Shop and Establishment Act
1996, BOCW Act 1996 and Con-
tract Labour Act 1970.

Under Shop and Establishment,
the department has collected
Rs 8.21 lakhs till date. Under the
BOCW Act Rs 1083 lakhs has
been collected as cess deposi-
tion.

As labours struggle to get rented
rooms near work sites, the La-
bour Department is developing
Labour Sarai one each in four
sub-divisions and one at the
district headquarter in Kargil.
The project is under execution
and expected to complete by
next year. The department is
also looking forward to develop
child crunches along with the la-
bour sarai.
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Welfare schemes of
Dr Ambedkar Foundation
for STs, SCs

Dr Ambedkar Foundation, an au-

Mansoor Peer tonomous body was set up in 1992
under the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of
India. Minister of Social Justice and
Empowerment is the Chairperson of
the Foundation.

The main objective of the Founda-
tion inter alia include implementa-
tion of programs and activities for
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furthering the ideology and
message of Baba Sahib Dr B.R.
Ambedkar among the masses in
India as well as abroad.

The Foundation has been en-
trusted with the responsibility
of managing, administering and
carrying on the schemes and
programs for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes

Dr. Ambedkar Medical Aid
Scheme:

The scheme is meant to provide
financial assistance to Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes patients suffering from
serious ailments for surgery re-
lated to kidney, heart, cancer,
brain, spinal surgery or any oth-
er life-threatening conditions.
The scheme is meant for fami-
lies whose annual income is not
more than Rs 3 lakhs.

The scheme is implemented in
all hospitals fully funded either
by the Central Government or
the State Governments. It also
applicable in all government
hospitals in districts or major
towns where surgery or treat-
ment facility for kidney., heart,
liver cancer, brain and any other
life threatening disease includ-
ing organ transplant and spinal
surgery is available.

Dr. Ambedkar National Re-
lief for SC/ST victims of
Atrocities:

The scheme is in the nature of
contingency arrangement to
provide instant monetary re-
lief to victims of relatively hei-
nous offences of atrocities under
the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989. The re-
lief amount under this Scheme
would be directly provided to the

victims or their family members
or dependents by the founda-
tion.

The State/UT Government or
the District Administration may,
in the cases of falling under the
categories of atrocities identi-
fied under the scheme, prepare
proposal for financial assistance
to the SC/ST victims of atroci-
ties in a prescribed format and
forward to the Foundation for its
consideration.

The Foundation may also take
suo-motto cognizance of any
case of atrocity and depute an
officer for visiting the place of
atrocity for taking necessary ac-
tion under the scheme.

The victim should belong to ST/
SC who has suffered atrocities
committed by other commu-
nities on the grounds of his/her
caste, community or identity in
the society. The atrocity should
be heinous in nature under the
POA ACT. 1989 like murder, rape,
arson, etc.

The relief amount up to Rs 5
lakhs would be paid to each
victim, with the approval of the
Chairperson of the Foundation
for its consideration. The amount
of relief will be in addition to the
relief amount given by the re-
spective State Governments.
This scheme is meant for pro-
viding financial assistance to
SC victims of atrocities or their
family members or dependents
in order to compensate them fi-
nancially.

The scheme has been formulat-
ed keeping in view the growing
atrocities against the SCs and
with an aim to financially assist
SC/ST victims of atrocities.

Dr. Ambedkar Scheme for
Social integration through
Caste Marriages:

Sociologists have argued that

caste system is a hierarchi-
cal system in which castes are
placed one above another on the
basis of social status and pres-
tige. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar defined
Indian caste system as a system
based on graded inequality.
Under the Centrally Sponsored
Scheme for implementation of
the Protection of Civil Rights ACT
(PCR) and Prevention of Atroci-
ties (POA) Act, Central assis-
tance to State Governments and
Union Territory Administrations
is provided towards incentive
for inter-caste marriages where
one of the spouses belongs to
Scheduled Caste.

Inter-caste marriages can be
one of the significant steps to re-
duce the caste-prejudices, abol-
ish untouchability and spread
the values of liberty, equality.
fraternity etc in the society.

The objective of the scheme is to
appreciate the socially bold step.
of an inter-caste marriage, tak-
en by the newly married couple
and to extend financial incentive
to the couple to enable them to
settle down in the initial phase of
their married life.

It shall be the discretion of the
Minister of Social Justice and
Empowerment and Chairman

of Dr. Ambedkar Foundation
to sanction the incentive to the
couple.

Under the scheme district au-
thorities and State Governments
are persuaded to be more pro-
active in supporting inter-caste
marriage by organizing mass
inter-caste marriages in the
Districts/States.

The proposal to seek incen-
tive under the scheme should
be recommended by the Wel-
fare Department of the State/
UT Government/District Magis-
trate/ District Collector/ Deputy
Commissioner. The incentive of a
legal inter-caste marriage shall
be Rs 2.50 lakhs per marriage.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

SAuGAT Biswas visiTs CHANIGUND, HAR-
DASS, CiviL HELIPAD

Divisional Commissioner Ladakh Saugat Biswas
visited Chanigund, Hardass and Civil Helipad to take
review of many developmental projects of different
departments and directed for early completion of
under-construction projects.

At Chanigund, he interacted with women Self Help
Groups, who are part of the National Rural Livelihood
Mission (NRLM) and are associated with apricot
business and local traditional products.

He also visited the under-construction Handloom
Facility Centre at Chanigund which is aimed to felici-
tate the local artisans.

Biswas was informed that the Handloom Facility
Centre will help artisans of Chanigund, Hardass

and other adjacent areas to carry on the traditional
Handicrafts activities so as to promote, and facilitate
the engaged craftsperson.

He also visited Panchayat Ghar Chanigund where

he directed the concerned officials to complete the
remaining work in time. Biswas also visited Apricot
Oil Processing Unit and Solar Apricot Dryer Units.
The Divisional Commissioner also inspected Pan-
chayat Ghar/CFC Hardass where he interacted with
SHGs of the NRLM and assured them full support in
addressing their demands.

He also visited Civil Helipad at Kurbathang and in-
spected the ongoing development works at the site,
and directed the concerned officers to extend the
helipad site.

Div CoM CHAIRS REVIEW MEETING oF RDD

Divisional Commissioner and Secretary Rural Devel-
opment Department Ladakh Saugat Biswas chaired
a review meeting of RDD at Kargil.

During the meeting, a detailed discussion was held
on various schemes of the department while he
also reviewed status and progress of developmental
works.

He took a detailed review of developmental works
under SDP and State Sector, Integrated Watershed
Management Projects (IWMP), Swachh Bharat
Mission-Grameen (SBM-G) Phase-Il, MGNREGA/
PMAY -G, NRLMand other allied works and schemes.
The Secretary was informed that under SDP, out

of 51 Crores 87 lakhs, the total expenditure in the
district till November ending is 31 crore 49 lakhs
approximately.

Biswas stressed regarding the construction of build-
ings for which a holistic DPR should be framed which
should have provisions of electricity and water
supply.

He further added ways and means to be taken on
priority to avail heating and water facilities round
the year without any hindrance to the government
offices.

During the meeting, Biswas took assessment of
works from concerned engineers and directed that
estimation and DPR should be made as per field
conditions.

JoInT CEO J&K, LADAKH visiTs KARGIL
FOR SPECIAL SUMMARY REViISION

Joint Chief Election Officer for the Union Territories
(UTs) of J&K and Ladakh Anil Salgotra visited Kargil
in order to check the forms filled during Special
Summary Revision of Electoral Roll 2021.

During the visit, the Joint CEO visited various villages
and polling centres of Shakar Chiktan sub-division
including Chulichan, Kukarchey, Gyunkmaspang and
Ningros Hagnis polling stations.

Deputy District Election Officer Nargis Banoo,
Tehsildar and AERO Shakar Chiktan Kacho Asgar

Ali besides concerned officials of District Election
Department Kargil also accompanied the Joint CEO
during the tour.

Anil Salgotra did ground assessment of summary
revision works of the electoral roll in Shakar Chiktan
sub-division, where he also interacted with Booth
Level Officers (BLO's) and other concerned officers.
During the visit at different polling centres, he took
assessment of the electoral forms wherein he ap-
proved the satisfactory filled forms while as disap-
proved forms that didn't fall on the pre-requisites of
the documentation process.

The Joint CEO directed the concerned BLO's to work
with precision in works related to documentation of
electroral rolls and also directed them to use Garuda
Application, of the Election Commission of India (ECI),
for online registration.

The application has been launched for digital map-
ping of all polling stations, to ensure faster, smarter,
transparent and timely completion of election work.



CEC Feroz KHAN REVIEWS PROGRESS OF
WORKS UNDER DisTricT CAPEX BUDGET
2021-22

Chairman and Chief Executive Councillor, LAHDC,
Kargil Feroz Ahmad Khan reviewed the physical and
financial progress of schemes and works of different
sectors under the District Capex Budget 2021-22
during the General Council Meeting of LAHDC Kargil.
During the course of the meeting, which was at-
tended by the senior officials the CEC enquired from
the officers about the status of execution of works
on various ongoing and new projects under the En-
gineering and Non-Engineering sectors. He stressed
the sectoral officers to fast pace the execution of
works in view of the approaching winter season and
emphasized that 70 percent expenditure should be
booked by the end of December, 2021. The CEC also
directed the concerned executing agencies to pro-
cess and submit the remaining land, tree compen-
sation cases with all relevant details to prioritise the
release of compensation in favour of the affected
beneficiaries.

CEC FLAGS OFF VEHICLES WITH GROCERY
KITS DONATED BY AKSHAYA PATRA
FounDATION

Chairman and Chief Executive Councilor, LAHDC,
Kargil Feroz Ahmad Khan flagged off vehicles carry-
ing 500 essential grocery boxes/food kits for all the
sub divisions of Kargil District donated by Akshaya
Patra organization, during an event held at Coun-
cil Secretariat Kurbathang. During the event, Khan
along with other digniatries also distributed grocery
kits among the beneficiaries of the sub divisions in-
cluding Drass, Shakar-Chiktan, Sankoo and Zanskar
in presence of the concerned SDMs. He directed the
concerned officers to ensure proper delivery of the
grocery kits among the most deserving beneficia-
ries, i.e; those falling under the Below Poverty Line
(BPL) and also obtain proper receipt after delivery.
On the occasion, the CEC expressed gratitude to Ak-
shaya Patra Foundation for its philanthropic efforts
in donating the food kits among the deserving ben-
eficiaries. He expressed hope that the organization
will continue its humanitarian works in the district
in future as well, and assured full support from the
LAHDC Kargil for its endeavors.

CEC TAKES STOCK OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED
ON CONSTRUCTION OF KARGIL Boys HosTEL
AT JAMMU

Chairman and Chief Executive Councilor, LAHDC,
Kargil Feroz Ahmad Khan took stock of the progress
achieved on the construction of Kargil Boys Hostel
at Channi Rama Jammu. The concerned officers in-
formed the CEC that construction on the library and
roofing works of the project have been completed
in a short period of time and the setting up of the
library which was a long pending demand of stu-
dents has already been completed, while the roofing
works also stands completed. CEC Khan said that

to equip all major institutions with modern libraries
is the desire of the LG Ladakh, adding he said that
for purchase of required books for the boys hostel
library in consultation with the concerned, provi-
sion of funds shall be kept in next year's budget. He
further said that the library will also be provided
with high-speed internet connection and other allied
facilities. On the occasion, CEC Khan also inquired
from the concerned officers about the ongoing
works of Girls Hostel at Sidhra Jammu about which
he was informed that 90 percent of the works have
been completed. The officers further said that the
remaining works are going on in full swing, and the
project is expected to be completed by March, 2022.

CEC Feroz KHAN INSPECTS DEV PROJECTS
IN KARGIL

Chairman and Chief Executive Councilor, LAHDC,
Kargil Feroz Ahmad Khan inspected various devel-
opment projects in Kargil and stressed on timely
completion of all the ongoing developmental works.
He first visited Circuit House to inspect the ongo-

ing construction works of the additional block and
renovation of the existing building. He inspected

the pace of the construction works and also visited
all different sections of the Circuit House. CEC Khan
also visited Civil Helipad at Kurbathang where he
inspected the ongoing development works at the
site, and directed the concerned officers to dismantle
the old building at the site to extend the helipad. The
CEC along with the concerned officers visited the site
of the Residential Complex for Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council and reviewed the ongo-
ing construction works there. He inquired from the
officers concerned about the status of the ongoing
works of the VIP guest house with 16 rooms and 2
suites being constructed within the residential com-
plex. CEC Khan informed that the LAHDC Adminis-
tration is mulling for landscaping of the whole LAH-
DC Secretariat premises with all modern facilities.
He also inspected the pace of progress achieved on
the under-construction LAHDC Assembly Hall.
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SARHAD KARGIL INTERNATIONAL MARATHON
2021 HELD

On the concluding day of the Iconic Week Celebra-
tions under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, Chairman
and Chief Executive Councillor, LAHDC, Kargil Feroz
Ahmad Khan flagged off Sarhad Kargil International
Marathon, 2021 at Khree Sultan Cho Sports Stadi-
um Biamathang. 300 students both boys and girls
from different educational institutions participated
in the marathon with great enthusiasm which was
held after a gap of two years. The Marathon was
organized by Sarhad NGO, Pune and Ladakh Police
in collaboration with Ladakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Council Kargil and District Administration
Kargil as part of the celebrations of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav. The marathon was held in 5 different
categories including 42 kilometers Full Marathon, 21
kilometers Half Marathon, 10 kilometers Half Mara-
thon, 5 kilometers Half Marathon and Run for Unity.
The CEC appreciated the efforts of organizers and
concerned departments for their pro-active support
in the successful conduct of the Marathon.

CEC Aca ABBAS RAzvI TAKES STOCK OF
oNGOING NH-301 woRrks

Acting Chairman and Chief Executive Councilor,
LAHDC, Kargil Aga Syed Abbas Razvi took stock of
the status of ongoing works on the Kargil Zanskar
National Highway NH-301 during his visit to the

TSG Block and Suru. He also visited the Community
Health Centre Sankoo where he inspected the cen-
tral heating system and visited all the sections of the
hospital. While inquiring about the on-going works
on NH-301 from Ashina to Thangbu Purtikhchey, the
Acting CEC inspected the progress of the blacktop-
ping. construction of parapets and culverts besides
other allied works. Acting CEC Razvi directed that
quality and quantity parameters of the works must
be ensured particularly regarding the black topping
works. He also directed to construct the parapets
along the highway while keeping the construction
works continuing. At Karpokhar, he directed to
complete the culvert works at the earliest possible
and stressed to repair the road while ensuring safety
parameters considering the upcoming winters.

SEcCRETARY MEHB0oOB ALI KHAN CONVENES
REVIEW MEETING

Secretary Tourism, Culture, Labour, Employment and
Food Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment UT Ladakh, Mehboob Ali Khan convened a
meeting of the concerned officers at Tourism Office
Kargil where he reviewed the pace of progress on
various ongoing and new projects under differ-

ent departments. The Secretary inquired from the
concerned officers about the physical and financial
progress of various ongoing and new works and
stressed on the booking of expenditure in respect
of all completed works by the end of December,
2021. He also emphasized that DPRs and AA part

of the projects should be completed by January,
2021 so that proper projection can be made in the
next year's budget. With regard to the dismantling
of the old building of the District Library Kargil, the
Secretary instructed the concerned officers to start
the dismantling works at the earliest besides to
take measures to relocate the library to an alter-
nate location or rented building until the new digital
library is constructed which he said will be equipped
with all modern facilities with a capacity to provide
reading facilities to over 300 students.

CEC Feroz KHAN, SECRETARY RAVINDER
INAUGURATE 'Pick AND CHOOSE SUPER
Bazar AT KARGIL

Chairman and Chief Executive Councilor LAHDC Kar-
gil Feroz Ahmed Khan and Secretary Cooperatives
Ravinder Kumar inaugurated Super Bazar Coopera-
tives "Pick and Choose” at main bazaar Kargil.
Executive Councilor for Cooperatives Agha Syed
Abass Razvi, Deputy Commissioner and CEO LAHDC
Kargil Santosh Sukhadeve, Additional Registrar
Cooperatives Dr Mohammed Raza Abassi, Councilor
Kargil Town Haji Muhammad Abass Adulpa, Chief
Engineer PDD Ladakh (Distribution Wing) Ghulam
Ahmad Mir, Deputy Registrar Cooperatives Dr Zakir
Hussain, Project Director KREDA Kacho Ahmed Khan
besides other concerned officers were also present
during the inaugural ceremony.

Speaking on the occasion CEC Khan congratulated
the cooperative department for successfully render-
ing their services to the people of Kargil and pointed
out that with the opening of this store, the daily
expenses of the people will be eased out.

Deputy Registrar Cooperatives Dr Zakir Hussain
informed that the Super bazar Cooperatives has
been upgraded to ‘pick and choose ‘with an expen-
diture of 18.74 lacs under SDP plan and mentioned
that all necessary daily usage items are available

in the store at a discount price on MRP with quality
products.

He further apprised that similar stores are under
construction at Sankoo and also proposed at Drass
besides seven retail shops are already functional at
different villages of the district.



SECRETARY RAVINDER KUMAR INAUGURATES
VOLLEYBALL, BASKETBALL COURT AT KARGIL

Secretary Youth Services and Sports Ladakh Ravin-
der Kumar inaugurated volleyball and basketball
court at Government Middle school Biathang Shilik-
chey and High School Baroo.

Deputy Commissioner and CEO LAHDC Kargil San-
tosh Sukhadeve, Chief Engineer PDD Ladakh (Dis-
tribution Wing) Ghulam Ahmed Mir, Director Animal
and Sheep Husbandry Ladakh Dr Muhammad Raza,
District Youth Services and Sports Officer Muham-
mad Hussain Rehnuma besides other concerned
officers were also present during the inaugural
session.

Speaking on the occasion, the Secretary informed
that the UT Administration is committed to provide
modern sport facilities, infrastructure, equipment to
students of entire Ladakh region.

He further mentioned that works related to devel-
opment of sports infrastructure has already been
initiated. The Secretary emphasized that students
should opt for Olympic listed games and put their
efforts to turn passion into profession so that they
excel in sports at national and international level
He said keeping in view the geographical and
climatic conditions of Ladakh, winter sports like ice
hockey, ice skating, ice skiing have much potential to
develop in all aspects and he further mentioned that
measures have already been taken for the uplift-
ment of sports infrastructure.

DC KARGIL REVIEWS FUNCTIONING OF
ReVENUE DEPARTMENT

Deputy Commissioner and CEO, LAHDC, Kargil
Santosh Sukhadeve convened a meeting of the
concerned revenue officers to review the functioning
of Revenue Department. During the course of the
meeting, the Deputy Commissioner reviewed the
status of the submission of revenue papers of higher
secondary and high schools for CBSE accredita-
tion, submission of information regarding Nautor
Mutation made in violation of Ailan No: 38, pace of
progress on the issuance of Ladakh Resident Certifi-
cate (LRC), status of the writing of Jamabandies and
Girdawaries, progress achieved on the preparation
of the land acquisition papers of NH-301 (Package 1,
2 and 3), assessment of the flood damages of Sha-
kar Chiktan Sub Division and other related issues. He
directed the concerned officers to ensure submission
of the papers of remaining higher secondary and
high schools within that the same could be uploaded
online.

DC SANTOSH REVIEWS HEATING ARRANGE -
MENT IN SCHOOLS

Deputy Commissioner and CEO, LAHDC, Kargil San-
tosh Sukhadeve chaired a meeting of the concerned
officers to discuss preparations for heating arrange-
ments in government schools in view of the ensuing
winter season. The meeting was attended by the
ACD Kargil Ghulam Mohd, CEO Kargil Nazir Ahmad
Wani, BDO Drass Ghulam Rasool, Accounts Officer
Ajaz Ahmad, representatives of Kargil Renewable
Energy Development Agency (KREDA) besides other
concerned officers. During the meeting, it was in-
formed that the UT Administration is providing pas-
sive solar heating facilities to government schools of
Drass and Zanskar including heating and insulation
of rooms in all schools. The Deputy Commissioner
directed the ACD Kargil to collect parameters for
the procurement of equipment for heating arrange-
ments in schools, and asked him to furnish a report
in this regard by Saturday so that heating arrange-
ments are made in schools in a timely manner. He
instructed officers to ensure all necessary arrange-
ments for heating arrangements on priority.

DC CHAIRS MEETING ON HELIPAD CON-
STRUCTION WORKS IN KARGIL

Deputy Commissioner and CEO, LAHDC, Kargil, San-
tosh Sukhadeve convened a review meeting in order
to take stock of the pace of progress achieved on
the construction of helipads, heliports, hangers and
airport under SDP Civil Aviation. During the course
of the meeting, the Deputy Commissioner Kargil
was informed that 17 helipads were proposed to be
constructed in the district out of which majority of
the helipads have been completed while trial land-
ing has also been conducted on a few of them. The
meeting was informed that the helipads which have
been completed and have gone through trial landing
are Sapi, Silmoo, Drass, Sapi, Namkila, Henaskote
construction works on the remaining helipads is go-
ing on in full swing, adding that upgradation works
of Civil Helipad Kargil has been completed while

the construction works for hangers is underway. DC
Santosh Sukhadeve directed to complete the land
pad works of Sankoo, Barsoo and Tangole helipads
by 25th of November, 2021.He further asked the
concerned engineers to carry out proper inspection
of the continuing works besides pacing them up so
that targets are achieved within the set timelines.
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LABOUR DEPT HOLDS AWARENESS PROGRAM
ON WELFARE SCHEMES FOR LABOURERS

As a part of the series of events being held in the
district under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Depart-
ment of Labour Kargil organized a day long aware-
ness program on labour welfare schemes for public
representatives and PRI members at Shakar Chick-
tan. On the occasion, Assistant Commissioner Labour
(ALC) Kargil Raziya Khatoon briefed the participants
about various labour welfare schemes like scholar-
ships, medical assistance, disability assistance and
other allied schemes. She also enlightened in detail
about the registration of unorganized workers on
the E-Shram Portal, its benefits, documents required
and the process of registration on the portal. The
ALC also spoke about the labour laws and labour
rights under various acts like the Payment of Wages
Act and Equal Remuneration Act.

DisTricT LEVEL MONITORING TEAM OF
HeaLtH DEPT MONITORS NATIONAL
NEewBoRN WEEK

The District Level Monitoring Team of the Depart-
ment of Health Kargil constituted to monitor the
activities as a part of the National Newborn Week
visited Primary Health Centre (PHC) Tai Suru in-
spected the functioning of the Newborn Care Centre
(NBCC) and Labour Room where both the sections
were functioning properly. The team also conducted
a meeting with the PHC staff, and later held a train-
ing session for Staff Nurses, FMPHWs and ASHAs

of the block. The team members stressed the field
functionaries to ensure proper conduct of the rele-
vent activities during the National Newborn Week
and submit the report to the Block Medical Officer
BMO Tai Suru by 21st November, 2021. Pertinently, in
India the National Newborn Week is observed from
15th to 21st November every year, and the main
objective of celebrating the week is to reinforce the
importance of newborn health as a key priority area
of the health sector, and reduce the infant mortality
rate by improving healthcare conditions for babies in
the neo-natal period.

DisTrICT ADMINISTRATION KARGIL, PROJ-
ECT SHOQPA ORGANIZE WORKSHOP
MENSTRUAL HYGIENE

As a part of the series of events being held under
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, a workshop on the theme
Menstrual Health and Hygeine Management- Dis-
trict Level Intervention was organised by Project
Shoqgpa in collaboration with District Administra-
tion Kargil at Council Secretariat. The program was
attended by over 30 participants including the Chief
Planning Officer (CPO) Kargil Abdul Hadi, Chief Edu-
cation officer (CEO) Kargil Nazir Ahmad Wani, Assis-
tant Labour Commissioner (ALC) Kargil Raziya Ba-
noo, In Charge CMO Kargil Dr Fatima Nissa, Incharge
Legal Cell CEO Saira Khatoon, CDPO Taisuru and In
Charge Programme Officer ICDS Parveen Akhtar,
district officers, Panchayat Secretaries, Supervisors
of ICDS, Junior Assistants and Village Level Workers.
Speaking on the occasion, CPO Abdul Hadi hailed the
efforts of Team Project Shoqpa in raising awareness
about menstrual health and hygiene amongst wom-
en folk working in different fields in the district.

SVEEP AwaReNEss PrRoGrRAM FOR SSR
oF PHOTO ELECTORAL ROLL HELD AT
GDC Drass

A SVEEP Awareness Program for Special Summary
Revision (SSR) of Photo Electoral Roll with reference
to 01-01-2022 as the qualifying date was organized
by the District SVEEP Team Kargil at Government
Degree College (GDC) Drass. Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate (SDM)/AERO Drass Anwar Hussain was the
chief guest on the occasion. Young prospective vot-
ers/students of GDC and Government Higher Sec-
ondary School (HSS) Drass were the main partici-
pants, besides religious and political representatives,
Chairperson BDC Drass, Sarpanchs, Panchs, BLOs
and Supervisors attended the awareness program.
SDM/AERO Drass Anwar Hussain in his address while
giving details regarding SSR urged the participants
to disseminate the information to others. He also
stressed all participants for participating in the SSR
process, and further appreciated the District SVEEP
Team for organizing such fruitful awareness pro-
gram in Drass area.



DC KaraiL cHalrs DCC, DLRC MEEING,
STRESSES ON COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS BY BANKS

Deputy Commissioner and CEO LAHDC Kargil,
Santosh Sukhadeva chaired the meeting of District
Consultative Committee, District Level Review Com-
mittee and District Level Review Action Committee.
The meeting was attended by Lead District Manag-
er, General Manager DIC, Chief Agriculture Officer,
Chief Animal Husbandry Officer and representatives
of different banks and line departments of Kargil
District.

The Deputy Commissioner instructed all banks to
clear the pendency of various government-spon-
sored schemes by reconciliation with the line de-
partment and thereby increase the transparency for
sanctioning and disbursement of various loans.

He also instructed various departments to sponsor
more loans and increase the achievement percent-
age of the annual credit plan of the district upto the
end next quarter of the financial end 2021-22.

The DC instructed all banks and line departments
to create more awareness about the govern-
ment-sponsored schemes specially MUDRA, PMEGP
and KCC, BENEFITS OF PMJJBY, PMSBY and APY so
that more people are benefited and avail the social
security schemes.

He also reviewed the status of State Bank of India
Rural Self Employment Training Institute (RSETI)
Kargil and approved the annual action plan for next
Financial Year 2022-23 for conducting of training
programs.

The meeting reviewed the performances of banks
in implementing government schemes and loans
during the financial year 2021-22 up to the quarter
ended September 2021 within Kargil.

The meeting discussed various issues related to
credit linkage under various government schemes
while better achievement and solutions for existing
problems were also discussed.

SUCCESSFUL TRIAL LANDING OF 11 HELIPADS
HELD IN KARGIL

A successful trial landing of Pawan Hans MI-172
helicopter has been held at 11 helipads across
Kargil which include Chiktan, Drass, Sapi, Henaskot,
Wakha, Silmo, Meenamarg, Rangdum, Padum, Kar-
gyaq and Kargil Civil Helipad.

Similarly, in near future, trial landing will also be

done on the helipads at Barsoo, Sankoo and Tangole.

The importance of the helicopter service becomes
crucial for villages especially during winter month
as the region remains cut-off from rest of the world
due to which people particularly patients suffer a
lot.

LAHDC Kargil has extended gratitude to the UT
Administration Ladakh and Department of Civ-

il Aviation Ladakh for taking serious efforts in the
operation of helicopter services in the remote village
of the district.

The villagers expressed their gratitude to the UT
Administration, LAHDC Kargil for taking the initiative
which was their long pending demand to ease up
the aerial transportation.

Winter common service is functioning from Kargil
Civil Helipad and Padum Zanskar helipads besides
other helipads are completely ready for any emer-
gency landing.
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