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Survey covers all institutions of Higher Education in the country, registered with AISHE code in 

AISHE portal www.aishe.gov.in. Institutions are categorized in 3 broad Categories; University, 

College and Stand-Alone Institutions. 

There are 903 Universities, 39050 Colleges and 10011 Stand Alone Institutionslisted on AISHE 

web portaland out of them 882 Universities, 38061 Colleges and 9090 Stand Alone Institutions have 

responded during the survey. 285 Universities are affiliating i.e. having Colleges.

343 Universities are privately managed. 357 Universities are located in rural area. 

15 Universities are exclusively for women, 4 in Rajasthan, 2 in Tamil Nadu & 1 each in Andhra 

Pradesh, Assam, Delhi, Haryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttarakhand and West Bengal.

In addition to 1 Central Open University, 14 State Open Universities and 1State Private Open 

University, there are 110 Dual mode Universities, which offer education through distance mode also 

and the maximum (16) of them are located in Tamil Nadu.

There are 500 General, 126 Technical, 70 Agriculture & Allied, 58 Medical, 22 Law, 13Sanskrit and 

10 Language Universities and rest 83 Universities are of other Categories. 

The top 8 States in terms of highest number of colleges in India are Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

Karnataka, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.

Bangalore Urban district tops in terms of number of colleges with 893 colleges followed by Jaipur 

with 558 colleges. Top 50 districts have about 32.6% of colleges.

College density, i.e. the number of colleges per lakh eligible population (population in the age-group 

18-23 years) varies from 7 in Bihar to 51 in Karnataka and Telangana as compared to All India 

average of 28.

60.48% Colleges are located in Rural Area. 11.04% Colleges are exclusively for Women.

Only 3.6% Colleges run Ph.D. programme and 36.7% Colleges run Post Graduate Level 

programmes.

There are 33.75% Colleges, which run only single programme, out of which 83% are privately 

managed. Among these privately managed colleges, 55.1% colleges run B.Ed. Courses only.

78% Colleges are privately managed; 64.7% Private-unaided and 13.3% Private-aided.Andhra 

Pradesh & Telangana have about 82% Private-unaided colleges and Tamil Nadu has 76.2%Private-

unaided colleges, whereas, Assam has 12.0% and Chandigarh has only 8.0% Private-unaided 

colleges.
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18.5% of the Colleges are having enrolment less than 100 and only 3.6% Colleges have enrolment 

more than 3000.

Total enrolment in higher education has been estimated to be 36.6 million with 19.2 million 

boys and 17.4 million girls. Girls constitute 47.6% of the total enrolment.

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in Higher education in India is 25.8%, which is calculated for 

18-23 years of age group. GER for male population is 26.3% and for females, it is 25.4%.For 

Scheduled Castes, it is 21.8% and for Scheduled Tribes, it is 15.9% as compared to the national 

GER of 25.8%. 

Distance enrolment constitutes about 11.0% of the total enrolment in higher education, of which 

41.9% are female students.

About 79.2% of the students are enrolled in Undergraduate level programme. 1,61,412 students are 

enrolled in Ph.D. that is less than 0.5% of the total student enrolment.

Maximum numbers of Students are enrolled in B.A. programme followed by B.Sc. and B.Com. 

programmes. 10Programmesout of approximately 188 cover 81.2% of the total students enrolled in 

higher education.

At Undergraduate level the highest number (36.4%) of students are enrolled in 

Arts/Humanities/Social Sciences courses followed by Science (17.1%), Engineering and 

Technology (14.1%) and Commerce (14.1%)

At Ph.D. level, maximum number of students are enrolled in Science stream followed by 

Engineering and Technology. On the other hand at Post Graduate level maximum students are 

enrolled in Social Science stream and Management comes at number two.

Uttar Pradesh comes at number one with the highest student enrolment followed by Maharashtra 

and Tamil Nadu.

Scheduled Casts students constitute 14.4% and Scheduled Tribes students 5.2% of the total 

enrolment. 35.0% students belong to Other Backward Classes. 5.0% students belong to Muslim 

Minority and 2.2% from Other Minority Communities.

The total number of foreign students enrolled in higher education is 46,144.

The foreign students come from 166 different countries from across the globe. The top 10 countries 

constitute 63.4% of the total foreign students enrolled. 
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Highest share of foreign students come from the neigh bouring countries of which Nepal is 24.9% of 

the total, followed by, Afghanistan (9.5%), Sudan (4.8%), Bhutan constitutes (4.3%) and Nigeria 

(4.0%). 

There are more than 78.0% colleges running in Private sector; aided and unaided taken together, but 

it caters to only 67.3% of the total enrolment.

The total number of teachers are12,84,755, out of which about 58.0% are male teachers and 42.0% 

are female teachers. At all-India level there are merely 72 female teachers per 100 male teachers.

Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) in Universities and Colleges is 30 if regular mode enrolment is 

considered whereas PTR for Universities and its Constituent Units is 20 for regular mode.

Among non-teaching staff, the share of Group-C is the highest with 40%, followed by Group-D with 

28%. Group-A and Group-B comprise of 15% and 17% non-teaching posts, respectively.

The average number of females per 100 male non-teaching staff is 47. 

34,400 students were awarded Ph.D. level degree during 2017 with 20,179 males and 14,221 

females.

B.A. (23.89 Lakh)degree has been awarded to maximum number of students. B.Sc. (11.52 Lakh)is 

the second highest followed by B.Com. (9.39 Lakh). 

At Post Graduate level M.A. pass number of students is maximum followed by M.Sc. and M.B.A

The highest number of students (23.89 lakh)have graduated in Arts courses.

At Ph.D. level, maximum numbers of students out-turn is in Science stream followed by 

Engineering and Technology. On the other hand at PG level maximum students out-turn is observed 

in Social Science and Management stream comes at number two.

The share of Ph.D. student is highest in State Public University (31.6%) followed by Institute of 

National Importance (20.4%), Central University (15.8%) and Deemed University-Private (13.4%).

Share of female students is lowest in Institutions of National Importance followed by State Private 

Open Universities, Deemed University-Government.
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All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) was initiated in 2011 during which data for the year 

2010-11 was collected. The survey was utmost necessary as none of the source of data on Higher 

education was giving complete picture of higher education in the country. For the first time all the 

major Stakeholders in Higher Education such as University Grants Commissions, All India Council for 

Technical Education, Medical Council of India as well as State Governments participated in the data 

collection exercise. The entire survey was conducted through electronic mode and a dedicated 

portal http://aishe.gov.in was developed for this purpose, thus making the exercise completely 

paperless.  The survey intended to cover all the Institutions in the country engaged in imparting the 

higher education. Data is being collected on several parameters such as teachers, student 

enrolment, programmes, examination results, education finance, infrastructure etc. Indicators of 

educational development such as Institution Density, Gross Enrolment Ratio, Pupil Teacher Ratio, 

Gender Parity Index etc. are calculated from the data collected through AISHE. These are useful in 

making informed policy decisions and research for development of education sector. The survey is 

being conducted on annual basis. It is pertinent to mention that the results published in this report 

are based on number of institutions who have registered and uploaded their information in specially 

designed Data Capture Formats (DCFs). Thus, there is possibility that all Institutions of Higher 

Education may not have registered on AISHE 2017-18. 

 The XII Plan categorically highlighted the need 

for a strong current and comprehensive data for evidence-based policy making and effective 

planning. The Plan document also took note of the All India Survey on Higher Education initiated by 

the Ministry of Human Resource Development and indicated that it can provide useful insights and 

can be the first step towards creating a comprehensive higher education data management system. 

Keeping this in view, a new plan scheme Higher Education Statistics and Public Information System 

(HESPIS) has been approved in XII Five Year Plan. With a view to ensure coordinated approach to all 

these efforts, particularly data collection efforts and benefit from synergy in such efforts, a Steering 

Committee for Higher Education Statistics and Public Information System has also been constituted 

under the chairmanship of Secretary (Higher Education), MHRD and different stake-holders as 

members. The notification on constitution of the Steering Committee and its Terms of Reference is 

given at Annexure-1.

 The scheme of Higher Education statistics and Public 
Information System (HESPIS) under which the survey is being conducted since 12th Five Year Plan has 
been extended for continuation upto 2019-20 by the Standing Finance Committee (SFC) with an out 
lay of Rs. 64.09 crore.

1.1 Steering Committee and Working Group:

1.2 The Central Sector Scheme:

AISHE 2017-18

1

CHAPTER I – INTRODUCTION



AISHE 2017-18

2

1.3 Identification of Institutions for Coverage–

Ÿ University and University Level Institutions

Ÿ Colleges/Institutions

Ÿ Stand-alone Institutions

1.4 Reference Period for AISHE 2017-18.

1.5 Formulation of Concepts and Definition and Instruction Manual:

1.6 List of Higher Education Institutions:

-

-

 The Institutions have been classified in 

following 3 broad categories 

 i.e. the Institutions which are 

empowered to award degree under some Act of Parliament or State Legislature. 

 which are not empowered to provide degree in its own name and 

therefore are affiliated/recognised with Universities.

 (not affiliated with Universities) which are not empowered to 

provide degree and therefore run Diploma Level Programmes. During the survey, following 5 

types of such Institutions have been covered.

1. Technical such as Polytechnics

2. Post Graduate Diploma in Management recognized by AICTE 

3. Teacher Training such as District Institute of Education and Training recognized by 

National Council for Teacher Education

4. Nursing Institutes recognized by Indian Nursing Council/State Nursing Council and 

5. Institutes directly under the control of various Central Ministries.

 Reference date for filling up the Data Capture 

Formats was 30th September 2017. The number of institutions, teachers and students has been 

recorded on the basis of their actual number as on 30th September 2017. Information in respect of 

Examination Result has been collected for the students passed out/awarded degree on or before 

30th September, 2017 for the previous academic year. Financial Information has been recorded for 

the previous financial year i.e. 1st April, 2016 to 31st March, 2017. 

 All the terms 

generally used in higher education such as university, college, programmes, discipline, faculty, 

department have been clearly defined in the  instruction manual, which also includes item-wise 

instructions to fill the forms. Concepts and Definitions used in the survey are given at Annexure 2.

 Earlier lists of all the Universities and Stand-alone 

Institutions were prepared by adopting the following method: 

Consulting the websites of the State Government Departments, Ministries and Institutions.

Consulting all the Central Ministries, Councils and State Governments for providing the list 

of Institutions under their control.

Different colleges are regulated with different regulatory bodies. There are some colleges 
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whose programmes are recognised by more than one regulatory body. To avoid such duplication or 

omission, University was identified as best source to prepare the list of colleges.

  

In addition, the following mechanism was also adopted to update the list of institutions for 

2017-18. 

List of Universities through State Governments, Central Ministries, UGC and self-disclosure 

by the Universities, which is to be verified by the Act of the University. 

List of Colleges through Universities

List of Stand Alone Institutions through respective Councils, State Governments and Central 

Ministries

An online module has been developed to update the list of institutions. Apart from addition and 

deletion, module has been developed to affiliate and de-affiliate colleges which maintain the 

identity of the college even after shifting from one University to other. A provision has also been 

made for those colleges which are upgraded to University so that there is always a backward linkage.

 Statistics Division of MHRD is primarily responsible for formulation and 

design of the survey, which includes preparation of DCF, providing training to nodal officers in 

workshops, engagement with National Informatics Centre (NIC) in software development etc. The 

software support was provided by NIC. Several regulatory authorities such as UGC, AICTE, MCI, etc. 

also took part by instructing their institutions for providing information in the survey.

Nodal officers in each State are expected to coordinate the survey work. Most of the States have 
nominated Higher/ Technical Education department as Nodal department/ agency for coordinating 
the Survey. Along with State nodal officers, 3 more nodal officers, one each from Directorate of 
Technical Education (for Polytechnics), SCERT (for DIETs and Teacher Training diploma level 
institutions) and State Nursing Council have also been designated to co-ordinate with Standalone 
Institutions. The names of these State Nodal officers and University Nodal Officers (Affiliating) are 
shown at Annexure-3 and Annexure-4 respectively. 

A dedicated portal (http://aishe.gov.in) has been developed with the help 

of National Informatics Centre (NIC) for collection and compilation of the data. All the Institutions 

need to register on the portal for accessing the portal and uploading its data. The registrations of the 

Institutions are approved by appropriate level of officers at State/ Central Level and in case of 

colleges, by University nodal Officers. The e-version of DCF has been prepared in such a manner that 

it expands according to the structure/size (Number of Faculties/ Departments, Programmes, etc.) 

of the Institution. The Data Capture Format is downloaded from the portal, filled off-line and then 

filled-in DCF is uploaded, which has made it completely paper-less. DCF has been designed in such a 

†

†

†

1.7 Partner Agencies –

1.8 Mode of Survey - 
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Box  1  : Registered Number of Institutions with their data uploading response  

 University Colleges Standalone 

Listed for AISHE  2017-18  903 39050 10011 

Actual Response in AISHE  2017-18 828 
(91.7%) 

34628 
(88.7%) 

7854 
(78.5%) 

Total number of Institutions after pooling data 
from AISHE  2013-14 to AISHE  2016-17 

882 
(98%) 

38061 
(97.5%) 

9090 
(90.8%) 

 

manner that no manual aggregation is required at any level. No investigator is sent to the Institution 

to collect the data. In fact the nodal officers appointed by the Institutions themselves are the 

Investigator and they are responsible for filling up the DCF and uploading it on portal with an 

undertaking from head of the institutions. This eliminates the duplication of effort in data entry 

once form is uploaded by the Institution. Once data is uploaded by the Institutions, data compilation 

is done automatically in pre-designed formats. Filled-in DCFs are available on the portal, which can 

be seen by the Institutions and higher level authorities and can be modified, if required, till survey is 

open. 

 The survey was launched by Hon'ble Minister of 

Human Resource Development on 5th January, 2018. Data uploading started from that very first day 

of its launching and continued till 20th June 2018. One of its special features is that data, such as 

basic details, name of faculties/departments and list of programmes can be pre-filled in future 

survey DCF from the previously filled-in DCF with an option to edit pre-filled data.

In AISHE 2017-18, 828 Universities, 34,628 

Colleges and 7,854 Stand Alone Institution have uploaded the form on the portal. However, in 

addition to the actual response received during AISHE 2017-18, data has been pooled from the AISHE 

data uploaded during last five years of higher education institutions which existed in 2017-18 but 

could not upload the data in past previous years. So by pooling, the results are actually based on 

response from a larger number of institutions than the actual response of 2017-18 survey which can 

be seen from the following Table.

1.9 Duration of the Survey AISHE 2017-18:

1.10 Institutions Uploaded Data under Survey: 

List of Universities, which did not upload the data during 2017-18 is also shown at Annexure 5.
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2.1 NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS

2.1.1  University

During 2017-18, 903 Universities listed on AISHE portal were expected to upload the data. The 
type-wise details of the 903 Universities are given below.  Out of them 882 Universities uploaded the 
data during 2017-18 and to arrive at better educational indicators, 54 Universities which had 
uploaded the data either during last four years but not during 2017-18, have been pooled. The names 
of Universities, which could not upload the data during 2017-18, are listed in Annexure 5.

*Including 54 universities which have uploaded data for AISHE 2013-14 to 2016-17.

Among 903 Universities, 343 
Universities are privately managed and 
357 Universities are located in rural area. 
15 Universities are exclusively for women 
with 4 in Rajasthan, 2 in Tamil Nadu, 1 
each in Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Delhi, 
Haryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Uttarakhand and West Bengal. 
There are 285 Affiliating Universities. The 
state-wise number of universities by types 
is given in Table 1. The distribution of 
re spond ing  un i ve r s i t i e s  a s  pe r  
specializations is shown in the Figure 1. 
State-wise distribution of Universities as 
per specialization is given in Table-2. 

Type of university Number of
Universities

Number of
Response*

Central University 
Central Open University
Institution of National Importance 
State  Public University 
Institution Under State Legislature Act
State Open University 
State Private University
State Private Open University
Deemed University- Government
Deemed University- Government Aided
Deemed University- Private
Grand Total

Box 2 : Response of Universities during 2017-18

45
1

101
351
5
14
262
1
33
10
80
903

 44
 1
 98
 348
 4
 14
 249
 1
 33
 10
 80
 882

CHAPTER 2 – ANALYSIS
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In addition to 1 Central Open University, 14 
State Open Universities and 1 State Private 
Open University, there are 110 Dual mode 
Universities, which offer education through 
distance mode also. Out of 110 Dual mode 
Universities, 16 are located in Tamil Nadu. In 
Jharkhand, neither there is any Open University 
nor any Dual Mode University. The state-wise 
details are given in the Box 3.

Except 75 universities located in 17 States 
(Box 4) viz., Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Andhra 
Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Punjab, 
Uttarakhand  and Uttar Pradesh all Universities 
in other states have uploaded the data during 
AISHE 2017-18. In 4 Union Territories namely 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli, Daman and Diu and Lakshadweep, there 
are no Universities. 

Only affiliated and constituent institutions 
of Central and State Public Universities have 
been counted as colleges. Constituent units of 
deemed/private universities, Off-campus 
centers and Recognized centers have not been 
counted as Colleges. There are 285 affiliating 
Universities and they have 39050 colleges. 
There are 15 Universities, which have 500 or 
more colleges. The number of Universities 
among different ranges of colleges is shown in 
the Box 5. Chatrapati Sahuji Maharaj Kanpur 
University, Kanpur has the maximum number of 
colleges (931). Evidently, there are wide 
variations in number of colleges per district. 
The top 10 districts and number of colleges in 
those districts are shown below. In these 10 
districts almost 10.9% of colleges are located. 
The top 50 districts have about 32.6% of 
colleges. Distribution of districts according to 
number of Colleges in a range is shown below. 
State-wise distribution of districts in 
accordance with number of colleges in a range 
is given at Table-3.

2.1.2 College 

Box 3: State-wise Dual Mode Universities  
(No. in each State) 

Tamil Nadu 16 
Andhra Pradesh,  Karnataka 8 
Telangana 7 
Rajasthan, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, 
Madhya Pradesh 

6 

Delhi, Maharashtra 5 
Haryana,  Kerala 4 
Uttarakhand, Punjab 3 

J&K,  Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Odisha,  Sikkim 2 
Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Puducherry, Tripura, Arunachal  Pradesh 

1 

Box 5: Number of Universities as per range of Colleges

Range Number of
Colleges

  

Cumulative number
 of University

Number of
University

0-100
100-200
200-300
300-400
400-500
500-1000

161
55
33
14
7
15

161
216
249
263
270
285

Box 4: State-wise details of Non-responding
Universities in 2017-18

4
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College density, i.e. the number of colleges per lakh eligible population (population in the age-
group 18-23 years) varies from 7 in Bihar to 51 in Telangana and Karnataka as ompared to All India 
average of 28. 

Box 6: Top 10 Districts having
Maximum Number of Colleges 

Box 7: Number of District by
College Density 

District Name
Number of
Colleges

Bangalore (Urban)

Jaipur

Hyderabad

Pune

Rangareddy

Nagpur

Allahabad

Mumbai

Guntur

Bhopal

893

558

472

442

343

337

332

313

303

270

Number of
College

Number of
districts

Less than10

10-19

20- 49

50-99

100-199

200-299

300-399

400-499

500-999

157

100

171

132

95

23

5

2

2
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Figure 2: Number of Colleges and Eligible Population (18-23 years) in Top 10 States
(Bubble size indicating the number of Colleges)  
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The top 8 states in terms of highest number of Colleges in India are 
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Andhra 

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh which have 
28 and more Colleges per lakh population. In Uttar Pradesh, 
there are 6922 Colleges and for every one lakh population 
there are 28 Colleges. Similarly Maharashtra comes second 
with 4314 Colleges and 33 Colleges per lakh population. 

Karnataka comes at third position with 3593 Colleges and 51 
Colleges per lakh population whereas Rajasthan is at fourth 

position with 2957 Colleges and 33 Colleges per lakh population. 
Andhra Pradesh comes at fifth position with 2624 Colleges and has College density of 48. Tamil Nadu 
comes at sixth position with 2472 Colleges and 35 Colleges per lakh population whereas Gujarat is at 
seventh position with 2196 Colleges and 30 Colleges per lakh population.  Madhya Pradesh has 2124 
Colleges and 24 Colleges for every one lakh population. State-wise number of colleges and the 
density are shown in Table 4. 

Most of the Colleges run only Under Graduate 
level programmes. Only 3.6% of Colleges run 
Ph.D. level programmes and 36.7% of colleges 
run Post Graduate Level programmes.

Majority of the Colleges (78%), are privately managed, of which 64.7% are private unaided & 
13.3% are Private aided and the remaining 22% are Government Colleges in the Country. There are 
wide variations among states in number of private colleges. State wise, Management wise 
distribution of Colleges is shown in Table 5 and Management wise Enrolment in Private and 
Government colleges is shown in Table 5(a). 

Majority of colleges are smaller in terms of enrolment.  18.5% of the Colleges are having 
enrolment less than 100 and 46.7% of the colleges have student strength 100 to 500 which means 
65.2% of the colleges enroll less than 500 students. Only 3.6% Colleges have enrolment more than 
3000. 

2.1.2 (a) Management-wise number of Colleges

2.1.2(b) Size of Colleges

 

60.48% Colleges are
located in Rural Area

11.04% Colleges are
exclusively for Girls

There are 33.8% Colleges, which run 
only single programme, out of which 
83% are privately managed. Among 
these, 55.1% colleges run B.Ed. Courses 
only.

65%
13%

22%

Figure 3: Management-wise Distribution of 
Colleges

Private Un-Aided Private Aided Government

Among the major States, 
in each of Andhra Pradesh 
& Telangana States, 
Private-unaided colleges 
constitutes about 82%, 
followed by Tamil Nadu 
76.2%.  Assam has 12.0% 
Private-unaided colleges.
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2. 1.3 Stand Alone Institutions

Type I-

Type II-

Type III- 

Type IV-

Type V-

Stand Alone Institutions are categorised into 5 categories as described below:

 Diploma Level Technical Institutes such as Polytechnics, which are generally recognised by 
All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and administered by State Directorate of Technical 
Education. 

 Diploma Level Teacher Training Institutes including District Institute of Education and 
Training (DIETs) recognised by National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) and generally 
administered by State Council for Education Research and Training (SCERT). 

Diploma Level Nursing Institutes recognised by Indian Nursing Council (INC) and generally 
administered by State Nursing Council/Boards.

 PGDM (Post Graduate Diploma in Management) Institutes recognised by AICTE

 Institutes directly under the control of various Central Ministries

Number of institutions varied widely across the States including their degree of response. Out 
of 10011 Stand Alone Institutions, 9090 (including pooled data from 2013-14 to 2016-17) have 
uploaded the data during 2017-18 survey. Type wise details are as under

Box 8 : Cumulative Number Colleges 
in Different Range of Enrolment (Including colleges pooled) 
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Figure 4: Number of Colleges in Different Range of 
Enrolment

Number of Colleges Cumulative %

                  
 

College Enrolment 0-50 50-100 100-200 200-500 500-1000 1000-2000 2000-3000 >3000 

Number of Colleges302340207487102946040438814091400

Cumulative % 7.918.538.265.281.592.696.4100.0

 
Box 9: Type wise registered Standalone Institutions and their response 

 Technical  Teacher 
Training 

Nursing PGDM 
Institutes 

Institutes under 
Ministries 

Total
 

3239
 

3691
 

2676
 

269
 

136
 

Form Uploaded
  

3093
  

3364
  

2343
  

195
  

95
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 The Polytechnics in these 
2 States have been included in the 
Colleges.

Stand Alone Institutions are mainly 
run by Private sector (75.47%); Private 
unaided – 66.04% and Private aided – 
9.43%. Only 24.53% Institutions are in Government sector.  55.9% Institutions are located in Rural 
Area.

In Gujarat and Chhattisgarh 
polytechnics have been affiliated 
wi th  the  Univers i ty  and  
therefore they have not been 
c o u n t e d  a s  S t a n d - A l o n e  
Institutions.

2.2 STUDENT ENROLMENT

2.2.1 Level-wise Enrolment 

Total Student enrolment has been classified in 8 levels viz – Ph.D., M.Phil., Post Graduate, Under 
Graduate, PG Diploma, Diploma, 
Certificate and Integrated. Percentage 
share of student enrolment in these 
levels are shown in Figure 6. State-wise 
and level-wise estimated student 
enrolment is given in Table 6. State-wise 
student enrolment through regular mode 
at various level is given in Table 6(a).    

The highest number of students are 
enrolled at Under Graduate level across 
India. Similar situation could be observed 
in States/UTs. Out of the total enrolment 
of 3,66,42,378 students, a vast majority 
of  2,90,16,350 students are enrolled in Under Graduate that is a sweeping   79.19%. On the other 
hand, second to Under Graduate, 11.23% students are enrolled in Post-Graduation which is 
approximately 41.14 lakh students.  There are 3,110 students enrolled in Integrated Ph.D. in 
addition to 1,61,412 students enrolled at Ph.D. Level. There is a small share of  7.39% students 
enrolled at Diploma level in India that amounts to around  27.0 lakh students and out of this majority 
of students are enrolled in Teacher Training, Nursing and Technical streams. However, a small share 
of 1.77 lakh and 2.35 lakh students are enrolled each at Certificate and PG Diploma levels, 
respectively, constituting approx.  0.48% and 0.53% of the total share at each level. In terms of 
state-share of enrolment, Maharashtra tops in the enrolment of students in Universities (including 
constituent units) with 9,51,642. This is followed by Tamil Nadu with 8,00,516 students and Delhi 
with  7,53,585 students.  State wise enrolment in responding University Teaching Departments along 
with its constituent Units and off campus Centers are given in Table 7. State-wise enrolment in 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Technical Teacher
Training

Nursing PGDM
Institutes

Figure 5: Share of Private sector in different type of 
Stand Alone Institutions 

Private Aided Private Un-Aided Government

0.44%

0.09%

11.23%

79.19%

0.64%

7.39%

0.48%

0.53%

9.58%

Figure 6: Student Enrolment by Levels

Ph.D. M.Phil. Post Graduate Under Graduate

PG Diploma Diploma Certificate Integrated



AISHE 2017-18

11

responding Colleges and Stand Alone institutions are given Table 8 and Table 9, respectively. As 
indicated in Chapter 3, enrolment estimation has been done only for Under Graduate and Post 
Graduate level in Colleges and for which State-wise details is given in Table 10.

As regards to Programmes, out of total, 10 programmes having relatively higher enrolment 
were studied to see the student's concentration. Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) has 95.06 lakh students 

enrolled in it which is the highest enrolment. The percentage of male is 
47.2% and female is 52.8%. Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) has 48.19 lakh 

students enrolled in total and out of them 50.7% are male students 
and 49.3% are female students. There are 40.13 lakh students 
enrolled in B.Com. and out of them  52.46% are male and  47.54% 
are female.  B.Tech. has 21.19 lakh enrolled students out of which 
72.38% are males whereas the percentage of female is 27.62%. 
Bachelor of Engineering (B.E.) has 18.2 lakh students enrolled out 
of which 71.25% students are from male category. Master of Arts 

(M.A.) has 15.79 lakh total number of students enrolled with 58.2% of female students. B.A. (Hons) 
has 14.88 lakh students with 45.2% of male and 54.8% female students. B.Ed. has total number of 
10.41 lakh students and out of them 66.3% are female. M.Sc. has total number of 7.11 lakh students 
with 39.20% of males and 60.80% of females. MBA has total number of 5.78 lakh students with 60.91% 
of male students. B.Sc. (Hons.) has total number of 5.43 lakh students with 55.9% of male students. 
Programme-wise enrolment on the basis of actual response is given in Table 11.

The total enrolment at Undergraduate Level in major discipline/subject based on actual 
response is given in Table 12. The highest number of students are enrolled in Arts courses. The total 
number of students enrolled in Arts courses are 95.06 lakh out of which 47.2 % are males and 52.8% 
are females. Science is second major stream with 48.51 Lakh student out of which 51.3% are male 
and 48.7% are female. Engineering & Technology is third major stream with 40.19 lakh students 
enrolled. The share of male students enrolled in Engineering & Technology is 71.4% whereas female 
enrolment is 28.6%. This stream has 17 sub streams like Electronics Engineering, Computer 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering etc. The top 5 sub stream are 
Mechanical Engineering with  8.8 Lakh students, Computer Engineering with 8.3 Lakh students, 
Electronics Engineering with 6.5 Lakh students, Civil Engineering with  5.9 lakh students and 
Electrical Engineering with  4.18 Lakh students enrolled. In commerce stream the total enrolment is 
40.14 Lakh students out of which 52.5% are male and 47.5% are female. In Information technology/ 
Computer Application stream, there are 7.28 lakh students enrolled. Medical Science stream shows 
a different picture with higher number of female students, where in out of total 10.99 lakh students, 
female students are 6.7 lakh. Management stream has 5.97 lakh students with 3.7 lakh male 
students. The students enrolled in Law stream are 3.7 lakh out of which 2.5 lakh are males. 

At Ph.D. level, maximum number of students are enrolled in Science stream followed by 
Engineering and Technology. On the other hand at Post Graduate (PG) level, maximum students are 
enrolled in Social Science and Management stream comes at number two. As regard to gender 
distribution, it is seen that among major sectors, Agriculture, Engineering, Law and Physical 

2.2.2 Programme-wise Enrolment (Based on Actual Response)

2.2.3 Discipline/Subject-wise Enrolment (Based on Actual Response)

10 Programmes cover
more than 84% of the

total students enrolled
in higher education 
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Education sectors have lowest female 
participation. Enrolment in major 
discipline/ subject at Ph.D., M.Phil. and 
PG level based on actual response is 
given in Table 13.

The percentage of students opting 
for Ph.D. after their PG is also calculated 
to see the trend. In Agriculture and Allied 
courses 21.1% of the students are opting 
for Ph.D. after their Post-Graduation 
followed by Engineering and Technology 
courses where 20.07% of the students are 
opting for Ph.D. after their PG. It is 
followed by Science in which 6.9% of the 
students are opting for Ph.D. and in Medical science 4.9% of the students are opting for Ph.D. In 
Social Science 2.45% of students are opting for Ph.D. after the PG course in the same field.

The total number of Ph.D. students in Agriculture and Allied courses is 5,612 out of which 58.9% 
are male students. The stream is divided into 4 sub-streams which are Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Forestry and Sericulture. At PG level, there are 26,614 students enrolled in Agriculture and Allied 
sector with 64.8% male and 35.2% female students. 

Commerce stream has 4,493 students enrolled in it for Ph.D. with 46.65% male students. At PG 
level, 4.59 lakh students are enrolled with 58.9% female students. IT and Computer Science have 
total number of 2,515 students with 47.8% male students at Ph.D. level and at PG level, total number 
of student enrolled is 2.1 lakh with 51.2% male students. 

Engineering and Technology stream is divided into 19 sub-streams with total number of 38,714 
students enrolled for Ph.D. and 1.92 lakh students at PG level. Mechanical Engineering has highest 
number of 5,349 students enrolled for Ph.D. with 91.1% male students. Computer engineering is the 
second highest having 5,235 students with 59.84% male students. At PG level also, Civil Engineering 
has highest number of 35,967 students with 70.6% male students. 

There are 3,889 students enrolled in Ph.D. in foreign languages. Foreign language stream is 
divided into 5 sub streams and English is at the top of the list. There are 3,110 students enrolled in 
Ph.D. in English with 39.3% male students and 60.7% female students. French language has total 
number of 67 students enrolled in Ph.D., out of which 49.25% from female category. At PG level, 
there are total 2,09,037 students enrolled in  foreign language courses. Out of this 2,03,587 students 
are enrolled in English language with  62.85% female students.

There are 7,850 students enrolled in Ph.D. in Indian languages which is divided into 11 sub-
streams. The highest number of students are enrolled in Hindi language which is 2,270 with 1,174 
male students and 1,096 female students. Sanskrit has the second highest number of students. There 
are 971 students enrolled in Sanskrit for Ph.D. with 529 males and 442 females. Altogether, at PG 
level, there are 3.28 lakh students enrolled in Indian languages out of which 2.02 lakh are females 
and 1.25 lakh are males. Hindi with 1,29,440 students has the highest number of students enrolled at 
PG level. Out of that 63.3% are females and rest are males. Bengali has 35,238 students at PG level 

33.42%

14.13%

17.06%

14.11% 4.40%

3.87%

2.56%2.10%

1.32%

0.82%

0.47%

0.30%

0.25% 0.23%

2.89%

2.08%13.01%

Figure 7: Stream-wise Distribution of Under Graduate 
Enrolment
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with 55.37% female students. Urdu has 23,049 students enrolled at PG level with 59.68% females. 
Sanskrit has total number of 26,886 students with 61.3% females at PG level.

Medical Science has total number of 7,086 Ph.D. students which is divided into 48 sub-streams. 
The highest number of students are enrolled in Pharmacy with 2,523 students having 1,473 males 
and 1,050 females. Ayurveda has total number of 202 students enrolled at Ph.D. level with 105 males 
and 97 females. Dentistry has 371 students, General medicine has 156 students and Nursing has 429 
students enrolled at Ph.D. level. The number of total students at PG level in medical science is 
1,44,694 with  42.9% male students. Pharmacy has the highest number of students at PG level which 
is 55,463 with 40% male students. Other major sub-streams in Medical Science at PG level are 
Dentistry which has 14,185 students, Nursing has 11,462 students and General Medicine has 8,945 
students.

Science stream has 41,844 students enrolled for Ph.D. which is divided into 18 sub-streams such 
as Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, and Zoology etc. Chemistry has the highest number of Ph.D. 
students which is 7,562 with 4,479 males and 3,083 females. Physics has total number of 5,932 
students at Ph.D. level with 3,805 males and 2,127 females. There is total number of 3,894 students 
enrolled in Mathematics for Ph.D. out of which 2,143 are males. Botany has 2,328 students, Zoology 
has 2,037 students, and Bio-Science has 2,373 students enrolled for Ph.D. At PG level there are 6.05 
lakh students enrolled in Science courses which are divided into 18 sub-streams. There are 1,55,239 
students enrolled in Mathematics which is the highest among all the science streams. Out of the 
total, 61.2% are female students. Chemistry has enrolment of 1,25,805 students at PG level with  
42.7% male students. Physics has 75,114 students and Zoology has 51,672 students enrolled at PG 
level with 69.6% females and 30.4% males respectively. Mathematics has higher number of female 
students.

Social Science stream has total number of 18,366 students enrolled for Ph.D. which is divided 
into 13 sub-streams. Out of this, Economics has the highest number of students enrolled in Ph.D. 
which is 2,990 with 1,575 males and 1,415 female students followed by History which has 2,719 
students. Political Science has total number of 1,920 students with 1,186 male students and 734 
female students. Sociology has total number of 1,879 students enrolled in Ph.D. with 869 males and 
1,010 females. Apart from these Philosophy has 1,617 students, Geography has 1,361 students, 
Public Administration has 275 students, Psychology has 1,103 students and Anthropology has 219 
students enrolled for Ph.D. There are 7.47 lakh students enrolled in Social Science stream at PG 
level. The highest number of students are enrolled in Political Science which is 1,48,530 with  51.4% 
male students. History, Sociology and Economics have 1,42,844;  1,43,848 and  97,623 students, 
respectively enrolled at the PG level.

Taking a look at the Male-Female ratio at each level in Figure 
8, it may be seen that ratio of male is higher than female in 
almost every level, except M.Phil. and Post Graduate. Student 
enrolment at Under Graduate level has 51.9% male and 48.1% 
female. Diploma has a skewed distribution with 68% males and 
32% females. Ph.D. level has 57.4% male and 42.6% female. 
Integrated levels have 58.4% male and 41.6% female. PG Diploma 

2.2.4 Gender Distribution
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student enrolment is 54% for male students and 46% for female students. 

The relatively higher share of male 
enrolment than female enrolment of 
students is also seen across the levels in the 
most of the States. The top 6 States are 
highlighted in Figure 9 in terms of highest 
total student enrolment in Uttar Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka West 
Bengal, and Rajasthan. However in terms of 
total number of Institutions the ranking of 
these States is slightly different with Uttar 
Pradesh ( 7849) at the top followed by 
Maharashtra ( 6318), Karnataka ( 4903), 
Rajasthan ( 3483), Tamil Nadu ( 3453) and 
Andhra Pradesh ( 3446). It is interesting to 
note that these 6 States with highest student 
enrolment constitute nearly 53.8% of the total student enrolment in India. Rest of the 30 States 
(including UTs) have only 46.2% of the total student enrolment. So inevitably, the female students in 
these 6 States is almost 45.3% of the total female students enrolled and male students enrolled in 
these 6 States contributes to 45.8% of the total male students across India. 

Uttar Pradesh, with its highest student enrolment in India, has 51.2% male and 48.8% female 
students. Maharashtra has the second highest student enrolment with approx.   55% male and 
approx   45% females. Thereafter, Tamil Nadu has 50.5% male and 49.5% female, West Bengal with 
52.1% male and 47.9% female students. In Karnataka, percentage of females enrolled is 50% whereas 
in Rajasthan more male students are enrolled as compared to female students.

The total estimated student enrolment 
is 3,66,42,378 out of which nearly  52.4% 
are male and rest  47.6% are female 
students. State-wise and Category-wise 
estimated enrolment is given in Table 14. SC 
student enrolment is 14.4% of the total 
enrolment and the male-female ratio is 
more or less similar to the All Category. On 
the other hand, students belonging to ST 
category constitute only 5.2% of the total 
student enrolment and male female ratio is 
similar to All Category. 35% of the total students belong to OBC with 52% of male OBC students.

Among Minority category, data on Muslims have been collected separately. According to the 
response received during the survey, 5% students belong to Muslim Minority and 2.2% are from other 

2.2.5 Social Category - wise Distribution

2.2.6 Representation of Minority Students
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Minority Communities. Muslim Minority has more male students than females where as other 
Minority has more females than males. State-wise number of students from Minority and PWD 
category is shown in Table 15.

There are 74,317 PWD students enrolled in higher 
education. Out of which 42,630 are male and 31,687 
are female students. Category-wise distribution of 
PWD student is shown in Box 10 which indicate that as 
compared to all SC, ST and OBC students, share of 
PWD students of these categories is very low 
particularly in ST category. Female participation 
among PWD students is highest in ST category with 88 
females per 100 males followed by OBC (77). State-
wise number of PWD student's enrolment is given in 
Table 15.

The total number of foreign national students 
enrolled in India is 46,144. Country-wise and level-wise 
foreign students in responding Institutions are given in 
Table 16.  The foreign students come from 166 different 
countries from all across the globe. Highest share of 
students come from the neighboring countries of which 
Nepal is 25.0% of the total, followed by Afghanistan 
9.5%, Sudan 4.8%, Bhutan   4.3%, Nigeria 4.0%, 
Bangladesh and Iran both have 3.4%, Yemen 3.2%, U.S.  
3.1% and Sri Lanka 2.7% of the foreign students. Among 
major contributors, Nepal has more female students 
than males. On the other hand, Sudan (92.5%), Yemen 
(91.5%) and Afghanistan (88.9%) have a considerably higher number of male students. Although 
maximum number of foreign students comes from Nepal, the maximum number (215) enrolled in 
Ph.D. are from Ethiopia followed by Yemen (202). Also there are 14.8% of Foreign Students from 
United States of which 54% are female students.

The highest number of foreign students are enrolled in Undergraduate courses, that is, 77.4% of

2.2.7 Representation of Persons with Disabilities (PWD) students

2.2.8 Representation of Foreign Students

 

 

 

 

 

Box 10: Category-wise Distribution of PWD students 

Category
 

% out 
of Total 

PWD 
Male

 

%  out of  
Total 
PWD 

Female

 

% out 
of Total 

PWD

 

Female 
per 

hundred 
male

 Total

   

74

 SC 9.3

 

9.6

 

9.4

 

76

 ST 2.6

 

3.1

 

2.9

 

88

 
OBC 27.9

 

29.0

 

28.4

 

77

 

11521

4378
2220

1999

1866

1566

1558

1471
1418

1248

Figure 11: Foreign Students' Distribution in Top 10 Countries

NEPAL

AFGHANISTAN

SUDAN

BHUTAN

NIGERIA

BANGLADESH

IRAN, ISLAMIC
REPUBLIC OF
YEMEN

UNITED STATES

SRI LANKA

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Male Female

Figure 13: Gender-wise & Level-wise 
Foreign Students Enrolment

3.29%
0.13%

14.77%
77.42%

0.24%
2.60%

0.42%
1.14%

Ph.D. M.Phil. Post Graduate
Under Graduate PG Diploma Diploma
Certificate Integrated

Figure 12: Foreign Students Enrolment across Levels



AISHE 2017-18

16

 the total foreign students, followed by Post Graduate with about 14.8% enrolment. Enrolment in 
rest of the levels constitutes 7.8% (Figure 12). Foreign male students are higher in almost all the 
levels.

Looking at the State-wise distribution, it can be seen that Karnataka has the highest number of 
students coming from foreign countries which is 12041. Apart from Karnataka,  U.P. (4465), 
Maharashtra (4306),  Punjab (3775), Tamil Nadu (3542), Telangana (2877), Delhi (2266),   Andhra 
Pradesh (2092) and Haryana (2017) reflects more than 2,000 foreign students. State-wise and level-
wise foreign students in responding Institutions are given in Table 17.

There are 15 programmes which have more than 1000 foreign students and accounts for more 
than 78.5% of the foreign Students. Programme-wise number of foreign students in responding 
Institutions is given in Table 18. On the top, we have B.Tech. with 7610 students with  87.5% male 
students, followed  by B.B.A having  3589 students with  69.2% male students, B.A. having  2659 
students with  52.3% female enrolment. B.Sc having 3002 students with 63.9% male enrolment. 
B.Com. has 1992 students with 69.8% male students. B. Pharma has total number of 2629 students 
with 69.3% male students. There are 2667 foreign students enrolled in B.C.A., out of which 88.5% are 
male students. B.E has total number of 2490 students out of which 87% are male. M.B.B.S has total 
number of 1719 students with 59% female students. BSc. (Nursing) has total number of 1414 students 
out of which 82.5% are female. Ph.D. has 1493 students out of which 76.6% are male. MBA has total 
number of 1330 students with 68.8% male students. At the Post Graduation level, 1294 students are 
enrolled at M.A. level with 65.61% male students. M.Sc. has reported enrolment of 1263 students 
with 74% of male students. Bachelor of Dental Surgery (B.D.S) has total number of 957 students with 
61% female students. Diploma programme has reported the enrolment of 1083 foreign students with 
86.6% male students. BBM has total number of 503 students with 67% male students.

Distance education has become a useful mode 
of obtaining degrees for a large number of students 
who are staying in far off and remote areas and for 
whom accessing universities on regular basis is still a 
dream. Distance enrolment constitute 11% of the 
total enrolment in higher education, of which 42% 
are female students. 

Level wise distribution of students under distance 
mode is given in Box 11. At all Levels, share of male 
students is higher than females except Certificate 
course. 

2.2.8 (a)  Programme-wise Foreign Students 

2.2.9 Enrolment in Distance Mode
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Looking at the State-wise variation, out of the total reported enrolled students pursuing studies 
through distance education, 6 States are providing education to around 61.3% of the students. These 
are Maharashtra 17.8%, Delhi 15.8%, Tamil Nadu 11.6%, Kerala 6.2%, West Bengal 5.3% and Uttar 
Pradesh    4.6%. 

Distance Mode is mainly conducted by universities and majority of the students (54.7%) enrolled 
in Universities and their Constituent Units are studying under distance mode which can be seen from 
the Box 12.

At Post Graduate, Under Graduate, PG Diploma, Diploma, Certificate level share of distance 
enrolment in university is 29.6%, 64.3%, 2.3%, 2.5%, and 1.3% respectively. 
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2.2.10 Enrolment in Stand-Alone Institutions

There are total number of 10011 Stand-Alone Institutions in India listed on AISHE portal, 
distributed with high variations among States. Type-wise distribution is shown in the Table 9. Out of   
21, 94, 615 students enrolled in several courses at stand-alone institutions, approximately 67.4% are 
males and 32.6% are female. Stand Alone Institutions are primarily meant for providing Diploma 
programmes. 

There are total number of 3239 Polytechnics in India listed on AISHE portal and out of them 3093 
reported the data during the survey. The highest number of Polytechnics are in Maharashtra which is 
628 and out of them 619 responded. There are 15.52 lakh students enrolled in Polytechnics and out 
of them 82% are male students and the 
remaining females with a very less 
participation of around 18%. There are 
nine States which have total number of 
12.77 lakh students in Polytechnics which 
accounts for 82.3% of the total students 
enrolled in India in Polytechnics. These 
States are Tamil Nadu with  3.39 lakh 
students, Maharashtra with  2.35 lakh 
students,  Uttar Pradesh with  1.44 lakh 
students,  Karnataka with  1.38 lakh 
students Odisha with  93,907 students,  
West Bengal with  89,646 students,  
Telangana with  81,758,  Andhra Pradesh 
with  79,896  and Punjab with 75,653 students. The number of male students is 3.08 lakh which is 
90.8% of the total students enrolled in Polytechnic courses in Tamil Nadu which is highest among 
these top 9 States. The State at the second top is Maharashtra with the enrolment of 2.35 lakh 
students out of which 71.7% are male students. Uttar Pradesh has 85% male students and 15% female 
students from the total number of students enrolled which is 1.44 lakh.  Karnataka has recorded 
1.38 lakh students in Polytechnic courses with 84.9% male students. Odisha has 74.8% male students, 
West Bengal has 84.65% male students, Telangana has 86.3% male students, Andhra Pradesh has 
73.4% male students and Punjab has 78.6% male students in Polytechnic.

The total number of Nursing Institutions listed on AISHE portal is 2676 and out of them 2343 
institution responded with 87.6% response rate. The total enrolment in nursing course is 2.72 lakh 
out of which approximately 86.1% are female students and 13.9% are male students. Top 5 States- 
Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Telangana constitute 56.1% of the 
students out of the total students enrolled in India for nursing. Uttar Pradesh has the highest number 
of students enrolled in nursing course with 49,371 students, followed by Karnataka with 45,660 
students, Andhra Pradesh with 22,791 students, Maharashtra with 18384 and Telangana with 16,412. 
Percentage of female students enrolled in nursing course in Uttar Pradesh is 84.1%, Karnataka 73.5%, 
Andhra Pradesh 95%, Maharashtra 88.7% and Telangana   95.2%. Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry, Sikkim and Assam have approximately 100% female students enrolled in nursing course. 

The total number of Teacher Training institutions as listed on AISHE portal are 3691 and out of 
them only 3364 responded, which makes the response rate of 91.1%. The total number of students 

-Figure 17: Female Participation in Different Type of Stand
Alone Institutions
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enrolled in teacher training course is 2.79 lakh at all India level, out of which approx. 38% are male 
and 62% are female students. The top 5 States covering around  56.5% of the total students enrolled 
for teacher training course are  Uttar Pradesh with  39,421 students followed by  Maharashtra with  
35,938 students, Andhra Pradesh with  35,411 students, West Bengal with  28,885 and  Rajasthan 
with  18,216 students. Most of the States have relatively higher female enrolment share. 
Maharashtra has 77.4% female students, Andhra Pradesh has 63.2% female students,   Uttar Pradesh 
with 52.8% female students and West Bengal has 51.8% female students. The percentage of female 
students at 90.1% in Tamil Nadu is the highest in these top 5 States having highest enrolment of 
students in the teacher training course. 

There are more than 78% colleges running in Private 
sector; aided and unaided taken together, but it caters only 
67.3% of the total enrolment. State-wise enrolment in 
Private and Government Colleges as per response is given in 
Table 5(a).

Estimated Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) 
in Higher education in India is 25.8%, which 
is calculated for 18-23 years of age group. 
For Scheduled Castes it is 21.8% and for 
Scheduled Tribes it is 15.9% State-wise GER 
and GPI are shown in Table 19 and Table 20 
respectively.

GER for male population at all India 
level is 26.3% whereas for SC Males it is 
22.2% and 17% for ST males. Similarly GER 
for female population at all India level is 
25.4% whereas for SC females it is 21.4% and for ST females, it is 14.9%. The GER for females in all 
categories is highest in Chandigarh with 67.7%. Puducherry, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Goa, Himachal 
Pradesh, Kerala, Manipur, Punjab, Sikkim, Haryana, Telangana and Uttarakhand also have GER of 
more than 30% for female. 

For international comparability, GER has also 
been calculated taking 18-22 years Population and 
it comes out to be  30% at All India Level. 

Figure 19 (a) shows Gender Parity Index (GPI) 
for All Categories, SCs and STs.  It may be seen that 
Female participation in Higher Education for All 
Categories is 97 per 100 males and for Scheduled 
Casts (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) it is 96 and 
87 per 100 males respectively.

2.2.11 Representation of Private Sector

2.3. Gross Enrolment Ratio In Higher Education (18-23 Years)
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2.4.TEACHING POSITION

First time detailed information about individual 
teachers have been obtained in a separate Teacher 
Information Format (TIF). Information on new fields such as 
date of joining the institution and profession, qualification, 
mobile No., e-mail ID and Aadhar number were collected in 
the TIF. The total number of teachers giving the information 
through TIFs for the year 2017-18 are 12,84,755, as 
compared to total number of Teachers (12,68,597) for the 
year 2016-17. It is pertinent to mention that, for the year 
2016-17 total number of teachers were estimated at 
13,65,786 by pooling number of teachers from such 
institutions who uploaded data in 2014-15 and 2015-16 but not uploaded the data for the year 2016-

17. However, in the year 2017-18, no such pooling process 
has been done and thus only such teachers have been 
taken into account that have furnished data in TIF along 
with their Aadhar numbers. It is pertinent to mention 
that for collecting authenticated information for 
teachers, furnishing Aadhar number in TIFs, from the 
year 2016-17, for all States/UTs was made compulsory for 
filling the details of individual Teachers, except for 
North-Eastern Region (NER) States and J&K. As a result, 
details of such teachers, who are either not having 
Aadhar numbers or having but declined to share their 

Aadhar number, could not be filled in the TIFs. Therefore, actual number of Teachers, for the year 
2017-18, in the Institutions of Higher Education will be 
certainly more than the number of teachers reported in this 
publication.  

Out of total no. of 12,84,755 teachers, about 58% are 
male teachers and 42% are female teachers. The lowest 
gender proportion is recorded in Bihar where female to 
male teachers' ratio is 1:4 which in percentage terms is 
79.1% for male and only 20.9% for female teachers. 
Jharkhand comes close second with 70.1% male teachers 
and 29.9% female teachers.   Uttar Pradesh has 32.8% 
female teachers of the total teachers in the State. A few 
States like Kerala, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Delhi and Goa on the other 
hand have more female teachers than male teachers. 

At All-India level, teachers belonging to General category are more than half, that is     56.8% of 
the total number of teachers in India; OBC follows with   32.3%; while SC and ST with  8.6% and  
2.27% respectively (Figure 20). Merely 5.3% teachers come from Muslim minority group, and 9.4% are 
from other minorities groups. State-wise number of teachers in various Socio-religious categories is 
given in Table 21 (a) and 21(b). Out of the 10 major States, the leading 3 are Andhra Pradesh with 
13.48% SCs and 1.6% STs, Maharashtra with 11.04% SCs and .41% STs and Telangana with 10.77% SCs 
and 3.4% STs, teachers. 
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As mentioned above, another significant representation in terms of gender distribution is the 
number of female teachers per 100 male teachers. At the all-India level there are 72 female teachers 
per 100 male teachers. Similarly, in SC category there are 56 female teacher per 100 male teacher 
and in case of ST and OBC, it is 66 and 68 females per 100 males teachers, respectively. For Muslim 
minorities, it is 56 female teachers per 100 male whereas for other minorities, there are 149 females 
per 100 male. However, it is to be noted that female representation in teachers belonging to Persons 
with Disabilities (PWD) category is low, that is 39 females per 100 male teachers.

Among various levels of posts, majority of teachers are of the level of Assistant Professor, 
followed by Associate Professor. The distribution is shown in Figure 23 and the number of female 
teachers per 100 male teachers at various levels of post is shown in Figure 24. 

The state-wise number of teachers at various levels are given in Table 22. There are 11,951 
visiting teachers also; among them 55.97% are male.

The number of total teachers at University level is around 
1.58 lakh out of which 63.6% are males and 36.4% are females. At 
college level, the number of teachers are 10 lakh with 57% male 
teachers. In Standalone institutes, total number of teachers is 
1.20 lakh with 59.02% male teachers. Looking at female per 100 
male teachers, there are 57 teachers at University level, 75 and 
69 female teachers per 100 male teachers at college and Stand 
Alone Institutions, respectively.

In different types of Stand Alone Institutions, the 
number of female teachers per 100 male teachers is 
varying significantly as there are only 47 female 
teachers per 100 male teachers in Technical/ 
Polytechnic Institutions, 68 in Teacher Training, 62 in 
PGDM Institutions and 22 in Institutions under 
Ministries which is the lowest. Contrast to this, nursing 
courses has 355 female teachers per 100 male teachers 
which is the highest among all the types as shown in 
figure 26.

Figure 25: Female per 100 Male Teachers in different 
types of Instiutions
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2.4.1 Pupil Teacher Ratio

2.5. NON-TEACHING STAFF

Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) in Universities and Colleges is 30 Taking into account all types of 
Institutions (University, Colleges and Stand-Alone Institution), Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) at All India 
level comes out to be   29 and  25 if only regular enrolment is considered. In case of University and its 
Colleges, PTR is 30 for regular mode. It has been 
observed that, PTR in University along with its 
Constituent Unit is significantly low at 20 in case of 
Regular Mode, which is a good indicator. Looking at the 
State-wise variation, it is seen that there are large 
variations among the States. PTR is more than 50 in Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh and Jharkhand. Among top 6 major States in terms 
of Enrolment  Karnataka has the best PTR of 16 followed by 
Andhra Pradesh  18, in terms of regular mode in all institutions. State-wise details of PTR are given in 
Table 25.

The non-teaching posts in responding Institutions 
are 12,16,434 and are divided into four groups – A, B, C 
and D. The share of Group-C is the highest with 40%, 
while Group-D stands second it with 28%. Group-A and 
Group-B comprise of 15% and 17% non-teaching posts, 
respectively (Figure 27). 

Looking at the male and female distribution among 
non-teaching posts as in Figure 28, we have a picture 
similar to that of teaching staff and student enrolment 

in India as the total male non-teaching staff is more than 
female staff, which is 68.1% as compared to merely 31.9% 
female staff.

In group-wise posts, the non-teaching staff have more 
male members in each group as shown in Figure 28. There 
are 63.9% male and 36.1% female in Group A, while in 
Group B, 61.8% are male staff members and 38.2% female 
staff members. In Group D the highest male share is 72.5% 
as against 27.5% females, while in Group C there are 

69.3% male staff. 

In Bihar the male staff share is the highest with 84.5% 
and only 15.1% females, while West Bengal also have a 
higher share of male staff with 78.9% and 21.1% females. 
Uttar Pradesh comes third in this ratio share with 78.2% 
male and 21.8% female staff. This same picture is reflected 
in the group-wise break up of data.  State-wise number of 
non-teaching staff in different groups in responding 
Institutions is given in Table 23. 
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In regard to Social Category, 54.7% non-
teaching staffs are from General Category, 27.1% 
are from OBC, 14% from Scheduled Caste and 4.2% 
are from Scheduled Tribe. State-wise number of 
non-teaching staff in different categories given in 
Table 24. 

The average number of females per 100 male 
non-teaching staff is approximately 47. The highest 
number of females per 100 male non-teaching staff 
is 78 from Other Minority Group and Muslims have 
the lowest number of females per 100 male non-
teaching staff with 35 females. SC has 52, ST has 54, 
OBC has 46 and PWD has 44 females as compared to 
47 General category females, per 100 male non-teaching staff.

   Percentage share of student Out-Turn in different 
levels are shown in Figure 31. State-wise and Level-
wise Out-Turn is given in Table 33. As per the response 
received in the survey total number of students 
awarded Ph.D. level degree during 2017 is 34,400 with 
20,179 males and 14,221 females. 

    The Ph.D. were awarded to 28779 students during 
2016. Tamil Nadu has maximum number (4,551) of 
Students who were awarded Ph.D. level degree 

followed by Karnataka (3,633) and Assam (3,617).  64.19 lakh Students have been graduated and 
15.04 lakh students passed Post-Graduation level during 2017. 

B.A. degree has been awarded to 23.89 lakh students which is the highest among all 
Programmes with the percentage of male as 42.33%. B.Sc. is the second highest with 11.52 lakh 
students followed by B.Com. (9.39 lakh). B.Ed. and B.Tech. Degree are awarded to 4.44 lakhs and 
4.27 lakhs students, respectively.  38107 students have been awarded with M.B.B.S. degree and out 
of which 20308 are females. At Post Graduate level number of M.A. pass students is maximum (6.04 
lakh) followed by M.Sc. (2.60 lakhs) and M.B.A. (2.06 lakhs). About 61931 and 21208 students have 
been awarded M.Tech. and M.E. degree in which share of male students is more than 59.47% and 
51.15%, respectively.  Programme-wise Out-Turn on the basis of actual response is given in Table 34.

2.6. OUT-TURN/ EXAMINATION RESULT

2.6.1Level-wise Out-Turn (Based on Actual 
Response)

2.6.2 Programme-wise Out-Turn (Based on Actual Response)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

52 54
46 44

35

78

47

Figure 30: Female per 100 Male among Non-
Teaching staff in various categories

0.38%
0.31%

16.77%

71.58%

1.60%

8.22%
0.84%

0.29%
11.65%

Ph.D. M.Phil. Post Graduate

Under Graduate PG Diploma Diploma

Figure 31: Level-wise OutTurn

AISHE 2017-18



24

2.6.3 Discipline-wise Out-Turn (Based on Actual Response)

2.7. ENROLMENT IN DIFFERENT TYPES OF UNIVERSITIES

The total number of pass-outs during 2017-18 at 
Undergraduate Level in major discipline/subject based 
on actual response is given in Table 35. The highest 
number of students have graduated in Arts courses. The 
total number of students passed-out in this are 20.73 
lakh out of which 42.3% are males and 57.7% are females. 

Science is second major stream with 10.53 lakh 
students passed-out followed by Commerce with 9.39 
lakh students.  

8.73 lakh students have graduated in Engineering and 
Technology. In Medical Science stream, there are 2.04 
lakh students who have been awarded Under Graduate 
degree. 

At Ph.D. level, maximum number of students out-turn is 
in Science stream (8880) followed by Engineering & 
Technology 
(4907). On 
t h e  o t h e r  

hand at PG level maximum students out-turn is 
observed in Social Science (2.78 lakh) and Management 
comes at number two with 2.26 lakhs students. In 
Engineering and Technology and Medical Science stream 
out-turn are 84,925 and 42,855 students, respectively.  
It is interesting to note here that at Under Graduate 
level ratio between these two streams is 4:1 whereas at 
PG level it becomes 2:1. Enrolment in major 
discipline/subject at Ph.D., M.Phil. and PG level based on actual response is given in Table 36.

There are 11 types of Universities and the Level-wise enrolment in each type of university, 
teaching departments and constituent universities/off-campus centres are given in Table 26. Total 
numbers of students enrolled are 72.65 lakhs. In State Public Universities number of Ph.D. students 
is largest (43959) followed by Institutes of National Importance (28383). Number of female students 
is lowest for State Private Open Universities (7) followed by Institutes under State Legislature Act 
(2186) whereas the share is highest in State Public Universities. Share of female students is lowest 
for Institute of National Importance (24.06%) followed by State private Open Universities (26.92%) 
and Deemed Universities Government (28.9%), whereas the share of female students for Institutes 
under State Legislative Act is 58.93%. Share of female students in State Public Universities are 
48.80% and Central Universities are 35.65%, respectively.

Level-wise enrolment in affiliated and constituent colleges of Central and State Universities 
are given in Table 26B. Categories wise enrolment in various types of Universities is given in Table 27. 
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In Table 28, enrolment of PWD and minority 
enrolment in various types of Universities are 
given. There are wide variations in 
representations of different categories in 
various types of Universities. There are 1.59 
lakh teachers in various types of 
University/Teaching departments and their 
constituent units/off-campus universities, 
out of them 58 thousand are females. 

Table 39 shows the State-wise 
enrolment in different type of University 
Teaching departments and their constituent 
units/off-campus universities, which is around 72.65 lakh with contribution of male as 42.46 lakh 
(58.45%) and female with 30.18 lakh (41.55%). 

   Box 13 shows the percentage of higher 
education institutions having various type of 
infrastructure such as Playground, Library, 
Laboratory, Conference Hall, etc. available 
with them.  89% of Universities, 85% of 
Colleges and 78% of Standalone Institutions 
are maintaining playground.  95% of 
Universities, 91% Colleges and 84% 
Standalone Institutions having library 
facility. Percentage of University, College 
and Standalone Institutions having 
laboratory are 86%, 76% and 80% 

2.8   INFRASTRUCTURES FOR INSTITUTION
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Figure 36: Gender Distribution in Enrolment in Different Type of 
University

Female

Male

Box 13: Percentage of Institutions having various Infrastructure
Infrastructure University College Stand Alone 

Institutions
Playground 89 85 78
Auditorium

 

79

  

57 57
Theatre

 

45

 

19 17
Library

 

95

  

91 84
Laboratory

 

86

  

76 80
Conference Hall 93

  

72 69
Health Center

 

80

  

42 42
Gymnasium/ Fitness Center

 

76

 

36 26
Indoor Stadium 50 31 26
Common Room 86 84 78
Computer Center 90 81 78
Cafeteria 86 53 51
Guest House 82 38 39
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Figure 35: Level-wise Enrolment in Different Type of University
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Box 14: Enrolment In Professional Courses 

Level
 

Management
 Academic

 
Professional

 

Male
 

Female
 

Total
 

Male
 

Female
 

Total
 

Under 
Graduate

 Government

 

4988767

 

4960893

 

9949660

 

1205134

 

860736

 

2065870

 

Government-Aided

 

2053384

 

2438163

 

4491548

 

440636

 

386137

 

826772

 

Private

 

3112656

 

3218287

 

6330942

 

3802014

 

2435863

 

6237877

 

Post 
Graduate

 
Government

 

749326

 

1051368

 

1800694

 

394595

 

310219

 

707814

 

Government-Aided

 

157126

 

294112

 

451238

 

55465

 

75454

 

130920

 

Private

 

157953

 

255935

 

413888

 

528630

 

452987

 

981616

 

respectively. In addition to this Health Center, Computer Center, Auditorium, Conference Hall etc. 
are also in place with most of the Universities, Colleges and Standalone Institutions.

Professional education is defined as higher educational programmes that are designed for 
learners to acquire the knowledge, skills and competencies specific for a particular occupation or 
grade or class of occupations or trades. Exhaustive lists of Fields of Education are listed in Indian 
Standard Classification of Education (InSCED) published by Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, which are categorized on the basis of academic and professional orientation. 
Management wise distribution of enrolment into academic and professional education at Post 
Graduate and Under Graduate levels are shown in Box 14. Enrolment in courses at integrated level 
have also been included at appropriate levels and is not considered separately. 

2.9       ENROLMENT IN PROFESSIONAL COURSES
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Enrolment in Professional courses is more in Private Institutions than in Government both at 
Under Graduate and Post Graduate levels. At Post Graduate level, the share of enrolment in 
Professional courses is higher than at Under Graduate level; in Private Institutions the share is much 
higher as shown below in the Figure 37 and Figure 38.

Female participation in professional courses is lower in comparison to academic courses at both 
Under Graduate and Post Graduate levels. The gap is higher in enrolment in professional courses in 
Private Institutions as indicated in Figure 39
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Figure 39. Percentage Distribution Enrolment in Male-Female
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The information in AISHE was collected from all institutions of higher education, broadly 
categorised in three categories namely University, College and Stand-Alone Institution that are 
registered on AISHE portal. Actual response was received from 91.7%, 88.7% and 78.5% of these 
categories, respectively. The data so collected are pooled for estimation by including last four years 
(2013-14 to 2016-17) data of Institutions of Higher Education that did not upload data in 2017-18 
survey. While pooling it was ensured that the institutions are existing in 2017-18. After pooling, the 
percentage of data uploading for university, colleges and standalone institutions was arrived at 98%, 
97.5% and 90.8%, respectively for the year 2017-18.

The most important and phenomenal task for the survey is to compile the list of Colleges and 
Standalone Institutions. After launching of the AISHE Survey 2017-18 on 5th January, 2018, the 
existing list of colleges and standalone institutions was used for AISHE 2017-18. During the survey the 
list of institutions was updated based on registration request made by the concerned institutions on 
AISHE portal.  Such updated list was revisited and it was observed that 2026 colleges and 2060 
standalone institutions had never registered on AISHE portal for data uploading purpose.

Accordingly, as a part of data cleaning process, a decision was taken to delete all such 
institutions from the AISHE portal. This reduced the number of colleges and the standalone 
institutions as compared to the last year. The data for universities, colleges and standalone 
institutions are collected online through dynamically generated specially designed software.

All the affiliating Universities except the 75 universities out of 903 have uploaded the data in 
the year 2017-18 and therefore complete list of all colleges of such universities was available. During 
2011-12 and onwards all the affiliating Universities were contacted and comprehensive list of 
colleges was prepared through Institution Management Module of the portal. Presently, in order to 
update the college list, request for addition of colleges are received online through AISHE portal and 
based on approval from UNO/SNO, colleges are added in college list of AISHE. 

CHAPTER 3 – ESTIMATION METHODOLOGY

College means any Institution, whether known as such or by any 
other name which provides for a course of study for obtaining any 
qualification from a university and which, in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of such university, is recognised as competent to provide 
for such course of study and present students undergoing such course of 
study for the examination for the award of such qualification. These are 
the institutions established or maintained by or admitted to the 
privileges of the University. 

Colleges are generally of two types:
(i) University/Constituent College maintained by the University
(ii) Affiliated College
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In addition to the Affiliated and 
Constituent colleges, for Off-Campus 
Centres/ PG Centres and for Recognised 
Centres of Universities, DCF-II (the format 
in which the data was required to be 
submitted) was available to be filled-in. All 
the Constituent Colleges, the Affiliated 
Colleges and the Off-Campus Centres were 
required to fill DCF-II. Constituent units of 
University, primarily of Private and Deemed 
Universities, which are integral part of 
University, have also been listed by these 
Universities as Constituent College. 
However, DCF-II for such units were not 
required to be filled. For Recognised 
Centres, in normal cases, DCF-II have not 
been filled, but in a few cases where these 
are independent institutions, DCF-II have 
been filled.

Thus, there are four types of College/Institution, for which DCF-II have been filled: 

Constituent Colleges are mainly located in Bihar, Jharkhand and Maharashtra under State Public 
Universities and most of them have uploaded the data. 

Enrolment for Graduate and Postgraduate has been estimated only for affiliated colleges based 
on stratified sampling technique. Post-Stratification has been done, after the survey for the year 
2017-18 is closed.

Affiliated Colleges have been divided into two strata; one is Large College and other Small 
college. Large Colleges are those, which have enrolment of 3000 or more and the remaining are 
Small colleges. In absence of a priori information, it has been assumed that all large colleges have 
uploaded the data i.e. in the population the number of large colleges is equal to the number of such 
colleges that have uploaded DCF-II. Thus, we have avoided over estimation of enrolment of colleges. 
Average enrolment at a particular Level for the colleges of a particular University has been taken to 
estimate the enrolment of all colleges of that University. The Estimation formula is given at 
Annexure-6.

1. Affiliated College 
2. Constituent College 
3. PG and off. Campus Centre 
4. Recognised Centre

Off-Campus Centre/ PG Centre is a centre 
of the University established by it, outside 
the main campus (within or outside the 
state) operated and maintained as its 
constituent unit, having the University's 
compliment of facilities, faculty and 
staff. A Recognised Centre is an institution 
attached with the University for the 
purpose of awarding degree in respect of 
programmes being run in these 
institutions. e.g. Army Cadet College 
Wing, Indian Military Academy, Dehradun 
is not affiliated with any University but 
the degree in respect of Programmes run 
in the institute are awarded by Jawaharlal 
Nehru University.

AISHE 2017-18



30

4.1 Growth in Number of Higher Educational Institutions

The number of universities and similar institutions listed on AISHE portal has increased from 723 
in 2013-14 to 903 in 2017-18 by almost 24.9% as shown in the figure 40. Whereas the number of 
colleges has increased from 36634 in 2013-14 to 39,050 in 2017-18 by about 6.6% as shown in the 
figure 41.

Evidently, the increase in State Private and State Public Universities are very high as shown 
below in Box 15 and depicted in figure 42.

CHAPTER 4. TIME SERIES DATA ANALYSIS

AISHE 2017-18

38498



31

In larger states such as Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh, very few 
Universities have come up during the period 2017-18 as shown in figure 43. 

State-wise number of Universities during the last 8 years are shown in Table 40 and by type of 
University in Table 41. 
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The time series, state-wise, data on college density, average enrolment per college and number 
of colleges are given in Table 42. College Density in major States and Average Enrolment per College 
in major states are shown in the figures 44 and 45 below.
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Year  

Student Enrolment 

Ph.D.  M.Phil.  
Post 

Graduate  

Under 
Graduate  

PG 
Diploma 

Diploma Certificate Integrated 
Grand 
Total 

2013-14  107890  31380  3822219  25500325  276502 2285576 187340 125002 32336234 

2014-15  117301  33371  3853438  27172346  215372 2507694 170245 141870 34211637 

2015-16  126451  42523  3917156  27420450  229559 2549160 144060 155422 34584781 

2016-17  141037  43267  4007570  28348197  213051 2612209 166617 173957 35705905 

2017-18  161412  34109  4114310  29016350  235263 2707934 177223 195777 36642378 

CAGR  8.4  1.7  1.5  2.6  -3.2 3.4 -1.1 9.4 2.5 

Box 16: Level-wise Enrolment and its Compound Annual Growth Rate 
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4.2 Growth in Student Enrolment

The enrolment has grown considerably during the last 5 years, which has increased from 
3,23,36,234 in 2013-14 to  3,66,42,378 in  2017-18. The overall growth is 13.3%. The growth in 
enrolment is shown in the figure 46. 

Enrolment at all the levels has increased over the years.  The Compound Annual Growth Rate 
(CAGR) is 2.5 during the last 5 years, but in case of integrated courses, the CAGR is 9.4 as shown in 
Box 16.

State-wise Student Enrolment at various levels during last 8 years are given in detail in Table 43. 
State-wise Student Enrolment through regular mode of education at various levels during last 8 years 
is given in Table 44. The growth in female enrolment is more as compared to male enrolment. 

Per 100 male students, number of female 
students has increased from 85 in 2013-14 to 91 in 
2017-18. Gender-wise enrolment is depicted in 
the figure 47

State-wise Category-wise Student 
Enrolment during last 7 years is given in Table 45, 
and State-wise Enrolment during last 6 years for 
Muslim, Other Minority and PWD is given in Table 
46. Enrolment of Muslim students and student 
from other minority communities like Christians, 
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