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· India’s Cumulative Vaccination Coverage exceeds 13.54 Crores
· More than 31 Lakh Vaccine Doses administered in the last 24 hours
· 5 States account for nearly 60% of India’s total Active Caseload
· More than 1.93 Lakh Recoveries in the last 24 hours
· Additional free-of-cost foodgrains to be distributed to NFSA Beneficiaries under
PradhanMantriGaribKalyan Anna Yojana in May and June 2021
· 5 Kg per person per month to be provided to nearly 80 Crore beneficiaries free of cost

#Unite2FightCorona
#IndiaFightsCorona
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Coverage exceeds 13.54 Crore; More than 31 Lakh Vaccine Doses


The cumulative number of COVID19 vaccine doses administered in the country has crossed 13.54 Cr
today as part of the world’s largest vaccination drive.



Cumulatively, 13,54,78,420vaccine doses have been administered through 19,38,184 sessions, as per the
provisional report till 7 am today.These include 92,42,364HCWs who have taken the 1st dose and
59,04,739HCWs who have taken the 2nd dose,
vaccination doses were administered in the last 24 hours.As on Day-97 of the vaccination
Over 31 lakh
nd
drive (22 April, 2021), 31,47,782vaccine doses were given.19,25,873 beneficiaries were vaccinated
across 28,683 sessions for 1st dose and 12,21,909 beneficiaries received 2nd dose of vaccine.

3,32,730new cases were registered in the last 24 hours.Ten States including Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi, Karnataka,Kerala,Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Rajasthan
report75.01% of the new cases.Maharashtra has reported the highest daily new cases at 67,013. It is
followed by Uttar Pradesh with 34,254 while Kerala reported 26,995 new cases.
India’s total Active Caseload has reached 24,28,616. It now comprises 14.93% of the country's total
Positive Cases. A net incline of 1,37,188 cases recorded from the total active caseload in the last 24
hours.The five States of Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala cumulatively
account for 59.12% of India’s total Active Cases.
India’s cumulative recoveries stand at 1,36,48,159 today. The National Recovery Rate is
83.92%.1,93,279 recoveries were registered in the last 24 hours.
The National Mortality Rate has been falling and currently stands at 1.15%.2,263 deaths were reported
in the last 24 hours.Ten States account for 81.79% of the new deaths. Maharashtra saw the maximum
casualties (568). Delhi follows with 306 daily deaths.
For details: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713506
PM Modi chairs meeting on Covid-19 situation with Chief Ministers of high burden states; Railways and
Airforce being deployed to reduce travel time and oxygen tankers: PM
Prime Minister NarendraModi chaired a high-level meeting on Covid-19 situation with Chief Ministers
of 11 states and Union Territories which have reported maximum number of cases in recently.
Noting that the virus is affecting several states as well as Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities at once, PM Modi called
for working together to fight the pandemic with collective power. He said the biggest basis of India’s
success during the first wave of the pandemic was our united efforts and united strategy and reiterated
that we will have to address this challenge in the same way.
PM Modi assured Centre’s full support to all the states and in this fight. He added that the Ministry of
Health is also in touch with the states and is monitoring the situation closely and issuing necessary
advices to the states from time to time.
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713597

3/14

4/26/2021



https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713597

On oxygen supply, PM Modi took note of the points raised by the states. He said there is a continuous
effort to increase oxygen supply. All the concerned departments and ministries of the government are
also working together. Industrial oxygen has also been diverted to meet immediate requirements.
PM Modi urged all states to work together and coordinate with one-another to fulfil requirements

relating to medicines and oxygen. He urged the states to check hoarding and black marketing of oxygen
and medicines. The PM said that every state should ensure that no oxygen tanker, whether it is meant for
any state, is stopped or gets stranded. The Prime Minister urged the states to set up a high-level coordination committee to carry oxygen to different hospitals of the state. This Coordination Committee
should ensure that as soon as there is allotment of oxygen from the centre, it can deliver oxygen as per
requirement in different hospitals of the state immediately. PM informed the Chief Ministers that
he chaired a meeting on oxygen supply and will be attending one today to discuss all the
yesterday
options for increasing the oxygen supply.
PM Modi stated that the central government is working on all possible options to reduce the travel time
and turnaround time of oxygen tankers. For this, Railways has started Oxygen Express.Empty Oxygen
tankers are also being transported by the Air-Force to reduce one way travel time.
The Prime Minister said that along with upgrading of resources, we have to focus on testing. He
emphasized that widespread testing should be conducted so that people get the facility easily.
The PM remarked that our vaccination programme should not slow down in this situation. PM Modi
mentioned that India is running the world’s largest vaccination programme and so far, more than 15 crore
vaccine doses have been provided free of cost to the states by the Government of India.
For details:https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713553

PM Modi interacts with leading oxygen manufacturers across the country via VC
Prime Minister NarendraModi held a meeting with leading oxygen manufacturers across the country via
video conferencing. PM Modi said this time is not only to deal with the challenges, but also to provide
solutions in a very short time. PM Modi stressed on the need to maintain good co-ordination between the
government and the oxygen producers.
PM appreciated the oxygen producers for increasing their production in the last few weeks. He
acknowledged the several steps taken to increase the production of liquid oxygen. PM Modi also thanked
the industry for diverting industrial oxygen to meet medical requirements in the country.
To improve the situation further, PM Modi spoke about utilising the full potential of the industry to meet
the demand of oxygen in the coming days. PM Modi noted that there is a need to increase the availability
of oxygen cylinders as well as upgrade the logistics facilities for transportation of oxygen. He urged the
industry to utilize tankers meant to transport other gases for oxygen supply.
The Prime Minister said keeping in mind the requirements of states pertaining to oxygen, government is
working on effective use of Railways and Air Force so that the tankers reach the production centre as
soon as possible.
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PM Modi remarked that the government, the states, the industry and the transporters, and all the
hospitals need to come together and work in unison. The better the synergy and coordination, the easier
it will be able to deal with this challenge.
Appreciating the oxygen producers, PM Modi extended government’s full support to them and hoped the

country would be successful in combating the crisis soon.

For details: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713590
PM condoles deaths in Virar Hospital fire, approves ex-gratia
The Prime Minister, ShriNarendraModi has condoled deaths due to fire in COVID-19 hospital in Virar.
He wished early recovery for the injured. The Prime Minister approved an ex-gratia of Rs. 2 lakh each
from PMNRF for the next of kin of those who have lost their lives due to the hospital fire in Virar,
Maharashtra. Rs. 50,000 would be given to those seriously injured.
For details:https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713504

Additional free-of-cost foodgrains to be distributed to NFSA Beneficiaries under
PradhanMantriGaribKalyan Anna Yojana in May and June 2021

In line with Prime Minister NarendraModi’s commitment to the poor, the Government of India has
decided to allocate free-of-cost food grains @ 5 Kg per person per month to nearly 80 Crore
beneficiaries covered under National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) over and above NFSA foodgrains
for next two months i.e. May and June 2021 on the same pattern as the earlier
“PradhanMantriGaribKalyan Anna Yojana (PM-GKAY)” .
Under this special scheme (PMGKAY), around 80 Crore NFSA beneficiaries covered under both
categories of NFSA, namely Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and Priority Householders (PHH), will be
provided with an additional quota of free-of-cost foodgrains (Rice/Wheat) at a scale of 5 Kg per person
per month, over and above their regular monthly entitlements under NFSA.
Government of India will bear full expenditure of over Rs 26,000 Crore on account of cost of food
grains, intrastate transportation etc. as part of Central assistance to States/UTs.
For details: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713561

IAF airlifting oxygen containers, essential medicines & other medical equipment in fight against fresh
surge in COVID-19 cases
Indian Air Force (IAF) has swung into action by carrying out sorties from various parts of the country to
airlift oxygen containers, cylinders, essential medicines, equipment required for setting up and sustaining
COVID hospitals and facilities in the fight against fresh surge in COVID-19 cases. The IAF Transport
aircraft and helicopters have been pressed into service for carrying out these tasks. These include
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713597
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transport aircraft C-17, C-130J, IL-76, An-32 and Avro. Chinook and Mi-17 helicopters are on standby.
Tasks undertaken include airlift of doctors and nursing staff from Kochi, Mumbai, Vizag and Bangalore
for various hospitals at Delhi.
The C-17 and IL-76 aircraft of IAF have started airlifting big empty oxygen tankers from their place of

use to the filling stations across the country to speed up the distribution of much needed oxygen. In

addition to this, the C-17 and IL-76 have transported large quantity of load comprising bio safety
cabinets and autoclave machines for setting up of an additional COVID test facility at Leh. The IAF
transport and helicopter assets are on standby to be deployed at short notice.

It may be recalled that in the initial days of COVID-19 outbreak in 2020, the IAF ran several sorties to
deliver medicines, medical and other essential supplies required to combat the coronavirus pandemic as
well as brought back stranded Indian nationals from abroad. For details:
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713580

AFMS to import oxygen generation plants from Germany to tide over current surge in COVID-19 cases
Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS) has decided to import oxygen generation plants and containers
from Germany, amid shortage of oxygen in the hospitals during the second wave of Covid-19 across the
country. Twenty-three mobile oxygen generation plants are being airlifted from Germany that will be
deployed in AFMS hospitals catering to the COVID patients.
Each plant has a capacity to produce 40 litres of oxygen per minute and 2,400 litres an hour. At this rate,
it can cater to 20-25 patients round the clock. The advantage of these plants is that they are easily
portable.These oxygen generating plants are expected to arrive in India within a week.
In another important decision, Ministry of Defence is giving extension to Short Service Commissioned
Doctors in AFMS till December 31, 2021 to tide over the current surge in medical services. This will
augment the strength of AFMS by 238 more doctors.
For details: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713573

Drone use permission to ICMR for conducting feasibility study of Covid-19 vaccine delivery
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) yesterday granted
conditional exemption to the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) for conducting feasibility
study of Covid-19 vaccine delivery using drones in collaboration with IIT Kanpur. The permission
exemption is valid for a period of one year or until further orders.
Furthermore, conditional drone use exemption has been granted to the below entities for said purposes
for a period of one year or until further orders:
Nagar Nigam of Dehradun, Haldwani, Haridwar&Rudrapur for preparation of GIS based property
database & electronic tax register.
West Central Railway, (WCR) Kota for train accident site & maintaining safety & security of the railway
assets for a period of one year from the date of issue of the letter.
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713597
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West Central Railway, (WCR) Katni for train accident site & maintaining safety & security of the
railway assets for a period of one year from the date of issue of the letter.
In addition to these, Vedanta Ltd. (Cairn Oil & Gas) also received the conditional drone usage exemption
for data acquisition for asset inspecting & mapping till 08/04/2022.



For details: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1713449


INPUTS FROM PIB FIELD OFFICES

Maharashtra: 13 patients lost their lives in a fire at a private COVID hospital in Virar near Mumbai.
The Maharashtra Government has ordered an inquiry into the incident. Maharashtra Government has
announced ex-gratia of 5 lakh rupee to the kin of those who lost their life in Virar incident. Financial Aid
of rupee 1 lakh will be given to seriously injured patients. PM has approved an ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh
each from PMNRF for the next of kin of those who have lost their lives due to it. Rs 50,000 would be
given to those seriously injured. For the last few days, new covid cases are either steady or slightly
declining in Mumbai and Maharashtra. Experts say, in a few weeks more decline could be observed. Two
weeks ago more than 10 thousand patients of COVID-19 were registered in Mumbai. In the last few days
around 7 thousand new patients have tested positive in Mumbai. More number of patients are being
discharged as compared to new patients.

Gujarat: The number of COVID beds in Gujarat has increased from 42,000 as on March 15th to 90,000
as on date, informed CM Vijay Rupani to PM Modi over video conferencing today, while stating the
steps taken for combating COVID in the state.13105 new cases of corona and 137 deaths were reported
in Gujarat on Thursday. The active cases are 92,084. So far 5,877 have died from Corona. Total
immunization has been 1,08,59,073. New cases of corona are coming up in many districts of the state.
Madhya Pradesh: Street vendors in MP will get an assistance of Rs 1000 each in their bank accounts,
declared the CM in a video conference with urban local bodies. He also made it clear that action under
NSA will be be taken against those indulging in black marketing of ‘Remdesivir’. State government will
also provide access to online ‘Yoga Classes’ for the 55,506 patients who are in Home Isolation. One
yoga teacher will be appointed for every 50 patients. These classes will start from Friday. The State
Health Commissioner's Office has issued necessary guidelines in this respect. MP reported 13107 new
cases and 75 deaths; Bhopal had 1753 new infected patients on Thursday.
Chhattisgarh: CM BhupeshBaghel said to PM Modi in a video conference that producers of redmisivir
and other life-saving medicines should make them available to other states with priority, after fulfillinng
the requirements of the manufacturing state, in a method similar to the way oxygen producing states are
providing their post-need additional oxygen to other states. For this, a guideline should be issued by the
Government of India, he urged. 18 percent population of the state has been given its first dose of
vaccination. 90 percent of health workers, 84 percent of frontline workers and 69 percent of people over
45 years of age have been given the first vaccination of corona prevention.
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Rajasthan: The State Government is now requesting the Centre for increased supplies as active cases
are rising sharply over the past seven days. While the state had anticipated 1 lakh active cases on April
 25, the grim figure was breached on April 22, three days before the health department's projection. As
than on Thursday, active cases stood at 1,07,157, riding on a sharp increase in daily new infections.Chief
minister Ashok Gehlot on Thursday spoke to Union Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gauba about the shortage of
oxygen supply in the state and urged him to ensure uninterrupted flow.


Goa: The Goa government has issued an order today reducing the capped rates which were prescribed
for private hospitals with ICU facilities in September 2020 for treating covid patients by 20 %. The state
government will purchase over 15 lakh doses of ‘Covishield’ vaccine at the cost of over Rs 60 crore for
vaccinating people in the age group of 18 to 45 against coronavirus.The government has granted
approval to initially purchase five lakh doses of Covishield from the Serum Institute of India, Pune, at
the price declared by the Centre. Govt of India has yesterday included Goa in its revised allocation plan
for certain level of daily oxygen supply from the plant at Kolhapur that manufactures liquid medical
oxygen.

Kerala: Kerala is all set to start weekend lockdown from tomorrow to further tighten curbs on civic life
as Covid-19 cases spiral day-by-day. All public and private offices and commercial establishments,
barring those providing essential services, will remain closed on Saturday and Sunday. The night curfew
will continue. Arrangements will be made to ensure food for those observing the Ramadan fast. Another
six and a half lakh doses of vaccine have reached the state. Vaccination camps have resumed today.
Finance Minister Thomas Isaac said that state government will provide Covid vaccine for free. Chief
Minister PinarayiVijayan in the video conference with PM this noon demanded more vaccines for the
state and urged for giving vaccine free of cost to states. Meanwhile, 38,318 more people today received
their first dose of vaccine and 31,607 people second dose. Kerala recorded its highest daily tally of
26,995 Covid-19 cases on Thursday, pushing the caseload to 13,22,054. The active cases touched
1,56,226 with TPR 19.97 %.

Tamil Nadu:TN CM Edappadi K Palaniswami urged Prime Minister NarendraModi to supply 20 lakh
doses of covid vaccines to ensure assured stock for the next ten days, besides fast tracking the
commissioning of Integrated Vaccination complex at Chengalpattu near Chennai. The Tamil Nadu
government on Thursday said it will provide free Covid-19 vaccination for all from May 1, when the
next phase of inoculation drive covering all above 18 years would start. Of the 61.85 lakh vaccine doses
received by the state till April 20, 49.23 lakh doses have been administered till Wednesday.
Karnataka:New Cases Reported: 25795; Total Active Cases: 196236; New Covid Deaths: 123; Total
Covid Deaths: 13885. Around 88,363 were vaccinated yesterday with a total of 76,41,817 have been
vaccinated in the state till now. The state government made an sudden lockdown on Thursday in the
wake of corona infection. Health and Family Welfare Minister, Dr K Sudhakar has raised concerns that
corona 2nd wave has accelerated the spread of infection and there is a health emergency in the city.
Additional 25 thousand vials Remdisivir has been supplied to Karnataka and it will be used for the
treatment of infected people in the state upto April 30, Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers, DV
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1713597
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SadanandaGowda shared information in a tweet on Thursday. Chief Minister BS Yeddyurappa has said
that the central government has approved vaccine for people over the age of 18 years from May 1, In this
background the purchase of one crore vaccine has been approved.



Andhra Pradesh: AP reported 10,759 new cases after testing 41,871 samples with 31 deaths, while
3992 got discharged during the last 24 hours. Total cases: 9,97,462; Active cases: 66,944; Discharges:
9,22,977; Deaths: 7541. A total of 53,30,080 doses of Covid vaccine have been administered in the state
as on Thursday. The state health administration had dispatched a total of six lakh doses of vaccines to
the districts. Meanwhile, State Industries Minister M. Goutham Reddy on Thursday said there is no
shortage of oxygen in the State. According to the Minister, the State produces 510 metric tonnes of
medical oxygen in 40 companies, and that the special officers have been entrusted with the responsibility
of oxygen supply.

Telangana: A total of 1,86,457 people of all categories in the state received first dose of Covid vaccine
and 24,787 second dose yesterday. Meanwhile, a record number of 6,206 new daily Covid cases and 29
fatalities have been reported in the state yesterday taking the cumulative number of positive cases in the
state to 3,79,494 and deaths to 1928. As of April 22, there are as many as 495 active micro containment
zones across the state, a maximum of them (63) are in Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation area.
A greater number of younger people are contracting the Corona virus in the state and 56 percent of the
Covid positive reported since 1st of this month are below 40 years.

Assam: Chief Minister SarbanandaSonowal on Thursday held an all party meeting to discuss the
COVID-19 situation in the state and urged the political parties to put up a united fight against the
pandemic.Health Minister ShriHimantaBiswaSarma said, that Double-mutant COVID-19 variant has
been detected in an air passenger at Dibrugarh airport.
Manipur: Manipur's COVID-19 tally surpassed the 30000-mark with 86 new COVID-19 positive cases
recorded in Manipur on Thursday. The number of people vaccinated against COVID-19 in Manipur
reached 1,18,215.26 more areas in Imphalvalley declared COVID-19 containment zones. Five areas in
Imphal East and 21 areas in Imphal West have been declared COVID-19 containment zones.
Meghalaya:The state recorded 180 fresh COVID-19 cases on Thursday, taking the total number of
active cases to 1,131. The state also recorded 68 recoveries on Wednesday.
Health Minister, AL Hek on Thursday said that the state has enough stock of vaccine to see through the
next 15 to 20 days and asserted that the central government would make vaccines available in case of
any shortage.
Nagaland:Nagaland reported 53 new COVID-19 cases on Thursday. Active cases are 385 and total
cases rose to 12,800. Nagaland has reactivated COVID-19 War Room. Chief Secretary J Alam will head
the war room as chairman
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Tripura: 31 COVID-19 positive patients escaped from COVID Care centre in Agartala. According to
police they had come from outside the State and tested positive here in Agartala.76 more tested positive
in last 24 hours which makes total positive cases to 554 .

Sikkim: Sikkim recorded its 137th COVID-related death. 124 cases were detected in the State in the
preceding 24 hours. 1,213 people received COVID-19 vaccines in Sikkim . Of these, 802 were given the
first dose while 411 completed their vaccine schedule. The Chief Minister chaired a high level meeting
on COVID-19.

Punjab: The total number of patients tested Positive is 319719. Number of active cases is 40584. Total

Deaths reported is 8189. Total COVID-19 Vaccinated with 1st dose (Healthcare + Frontline Workers) is
Total COVID-19 Vaccinated with 2nd dose (Healthcare + Frontline Workers) is 158330. Total
533999.
above 45 Vaccinated with 1st dose is 1900685. Total above 45 Vaccinated with 2nd dose is 100963.
Haryana: Total Number of Samples found positive till date is 390989. Total active COVID-19 patients
is 58597. Number of deaths is 3583. Cumulative coverage of vaccination is 3433443.
Chandigarh: Total Lab confirmed COVID-19 cases is 36404. Total number of Active Cases is 4273.
Total number of COVID-19 deaths till date is 427.
Himachal Pradesh: Total number of patients tested Covid positive till date is 82876. Total number of
Active Cases is 11859. Total deaths reported till date is 1241.

FACT CHECK#
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