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NIC Telangana: Safer Internet Day- 2026: “Smart Tech, Safe Choices, Exploring the Safe and
Responsible Use of Al“ on February 10, 2026

Safer Internet Day 2026 was observed on 10t February 2026 with the theme “Smart Tech, Safe Choices:
Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of Al”. Workshops and seminars were conducted by

NIC Telangana in the State Centre and across districts, in collaboration with the state government and
district administration.
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SAFER INTERNET DAY

Smart tech, safe choices, exploring the safe and responsible use of Al

Date : 10th February 2026

Safer Internet Day 2026 was celebrated across NIC Telangana State Unit and its districts with workshops, interactive

sessions, and real-life examples, providing participants with valuable insights into cybersecurity and safe online
practices.

Event Details: NIC State Centre, Hyderabad

At the NIC State Centre, a seminar was organized under the aegis of NIC Telangana, attended by officers and staff

from various state government departments. Banners promoting safe internet use were prominently displayed at the
NIC Hyderabad building.
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Under the guidance of Sri Guntuku Prasad, DDG and State Informatics Officer (SI0), NIC Telangana
organised an informative session on Safer Internet and Responsible Al.

The program began with a welcome address by Ms Achuta Venu N, DDG & ASIO(State), and
Ms V. Anuragamai, DDG & HOD - Sarathi (eTransport)

Sri Kasi Viswanath Kethineni, Scientist-D, delivered a presentation covering cyber hygiene, safe online
practices, common online frauds such as KYC scams and digital arrest frauds, and the importance of
reporting incidents via Helpline 1930 and the official cybercrime portal.

The session also emphasized responsible Al use, highlighting risks from Al-driven scams,
social engineering, fake verification calls, phishing messages, and suspicious URLs that can deceive
users. NIC’s technical expertise ensured participants gained practical knowledge to address evolving
cybersecurity challenges, with many commending the initiative and expressing interest in continued
awareness programs.

A thematic skit was presented during the workshop to demonstrate real-world cyber threats such as Al-
enabled scams, KYC frauds, and malware spread through malicious links. The performance, featuring
Sri Raynil John (Scientist-F), Sri Arjun Kumar Balla (Scientist-D), Sri Kasi Viswanath Kethineni
(Scientist-D), and Sri Amgoth Swaminath (Scientist-C), illustrated how these threats occur and
emphasized the importance of vigilance and protective measures.
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Participants from various departments engaged with NIC experts to discuss challenges related to cyber
threats and explored Al-driven safeqguards and cyber hygiene practices to mitigate them.
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Ms Kavitha Mruthunjaya Rao, Scientist-F and Head of Cybersecurity, delivered a comprehensive session
on Al and security, sharing practical tips and guidance to enhance cyber safety.

Special thanks were extended to Sri Raynil John, Scientist-F & HOD, Telangana, for skillfully steering the

presentation and anchoring the session.

The workshop concluded under the guidance of the SIO, reaffirming NIC Telangana’s commitment to

cyber awareness, responsible Al use, and safe digital practices.
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Event Details: At State Government Departments

SAFER INTERNET DAY

Smaort tech, safe cholces, eaploring the safe ond responsible use of Al

Date:10th February 2026

Department: The Mines and Geology Department, Telangana, in collaboration with NIC Telangana,
organized a workshop on February 10, 2026, to mark Safer Internet Day. This event was aligned with the
nationwide initiative led by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY) under the

national theme “Smart Tech, Safe Choices: Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of Al.”

Participants: The event was attended by officials from the department and district offices.
Speakers: Key sessions led by Sri. P. Madhusudhan Reddy (Joint Director, IT), Sri. Ravi Bandi (Deputy

Director, IT, eMining Division, NIC Telangana), and Sri. Kasi Viswanath Kethineni (Joint Director, IT,
Cybersecurity Group, NIC Hyderabad).

P00 ORN



https://tg.nic.in
https://www.instagram.com/nicmeity
https://www.facebook.com/NICIndia
https://www.youtube.com/nationalinformaticscentre
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-informatics-centre
https://x.com/NICMeity

e D DT ape Qi wend @ 0. IC

— < e
He1a scrace [Gaa
e i s
21d 3R SeERr 3ad

Smart tech, safe choices, exploring
the safe and responsible use of Al

Department: The Prohibition and Excise Department, Telangana, in collaboration with NIC Telangana,
organized a workshop on February 10, 2026, to mark Safer Internet Day under the national theme “Smart

Tech, Safe Choices: Exploring the Safe and Responsible Use of Al.”

Participants: The event was attended by officials from the department and district offices

Speakers: Key sessions led by Sh. S.Y. Qureshi (Additional Commissioner), Sh. R. Suresh Rathod
(Joint Commissioner), Sh. G. Srinivas (Assistant Commissioner), Sh. P. Sreedhar (Assistant
Commissioner), along with Ms Kavitha Mruthunjaya Rao (Sr. Director & HOD, Cloud and Cybersecurity),
Ms Swarnalatha Gunti (Director, IT), and Ms Srilatha Gorla (Joint Director, IT, Cybersecurity Group, NIC
Hyderabad).

Event Details: At District Centres

District: Hyderabad Urban

Location:
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Hyderabad Urban, Hyderabad.
Participants: 104
Speakers:

Ms Deepika Alamuri, i 3 HiDrwiLep 11 FEB 208

Scientist-D EIHET imww

Sri Sampath Kumar, Scientist-D
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District: Adilabad

Location:

ITI college, krk colony road,balaji
nagar, adilabad.504001

.
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Participants: 116 10 Feb 2028 11:06:2 : 10:6eb 2026, 10,68 05 MR T+ 0530

Speaker:
Sri. Tirunagari Abhinav

Scientific Officer/Engineer S.B
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District: Medak

Location:

Siddarth Adarsha Junior College
Participants: 127

Speaker:

Ms P Chandana Priya
Scientific/Technical Assistant-A

DIA, NIC Medak
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District: Mahbubnagar
Location:

NIC Conference Hall, Mahbubnagar,
Telangana

Participants: 118
Speaker:
Sri. Rupesh Govind Gujrathi

Scientist-D

l Yenugonda Rural, Telanga na, Indla -

Collector Office Mahabut

District: Hanumakonda

Location:

Kendriya Vidyalaya Hanumakonda
Participants: 85

Speaker:

Sri. Kompelli Suraj Kumar
Scientific/Technical Assistant-B

DIA Hanumakonda
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District: Nizamabad
Location:

IDOC, COLLECTORATE,
NIZAMABAD, Telangana

B , P63 N 78°549,299°E

i ‘ Nizamabad

L. £ ~ " 1  Telangana:
Participants: 95 1er ln[:e ) '

Speaker:
Sri S. Madhu
Scientific/Technical Assistant-B

DIA, NIC Nizamabad

District: Karimnagar

Location:

Zilla Parishad High School
(ZPHS), Nagunur, Karimnagar,
Telangana

Participants: 208

Speaker:

Sri Dhonthula Naveen Kumar

Scientific Officer/Engineer SB
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District : Nalgonda

Location:

MG University Science block
Seminar Hall,Yellareddy guda,
Nalgonda.

Participants:

144 students

Speaker:

Sri. Pedinti Vamshidhar Reddy

Scientific/Technical Assistant-B

District: Khammam
Location:

Ricob Bazar, Govt High School,
Khammam

Participants:

200 staff members from various
departments attended.

Speakers:

Sri. TVVKRPrasad
Scientist-D

and

Sri. Boda Bichu

Scientific Officer/Engineer S.B
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| Yellareddy Guda
Talanaar

‘ sion of the District
3 Collector, was or-
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Safer Internet Day celebrated at MGU

(Capital Information) Similarly, he explained how
Naigonda : The Safer Internet  cyber frauds are happening and
Day, organized by the Mnistry of  how 10 protect ourselves from
Electronics and Information Tech-  them. He said that we become
nology. Natonal
Informatics Center
with the permis-

ganzed  across

at Mahasyna
Gandhi University
in our Nalgonda
district.  Science
College Principal
Vasunchara, Dis-

professors paric- .
pated as chiel R
guests in this pro- §

NIC DIO Vamsi ex- * .
plained how 10 make good use of
the Internet and Al, what kind of
evils we have 1o face if we do not
use it propery, and the precay-
tions %0 be taken in &

victims of cyber crimes only be-
cause of the small mistakes we
make, and we can protect our-
solves by taking small precau-
tons
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Outcomes of Safer Internet Day 2026 across districts and departments:

e Enhanced Awareness: Government officials, employees, and students gained practical
knowledge on identifying cyber threats, fraud, and safe online practices.

e Positive Engagement: Participants actively discussed challenges, shared experiences, and
appreciated the program’s relevance, with strong support from transport teams.

e Proactive Cybersecurity Culture: Sessions encouraged early threat detection, timely reporting,
and integration of cybersecurity practices into daily operations.

e  Future Commitment: Participants recommended reqular workshops with updates to strengthen
awareness and keep pace with emerging threats and best practices.

Glimpses of Events, Speakers, Contributors, and Delegates during Safer Internet Day 2026:

Shri Guntuku Prasad, DDG and SIO (middle), Ms. Achuta Venu Nattay, DDG and ASIO and Ms. V. Anuragamai, DDG and HOD,
Shri. Raynil John (STD), HOD , Shri. Kasi Viswanath Kethineni (Scientist D)
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Sh. Kompelli Suraj Kumar, Sh. Tirunagari Abhinav, Sh. P. Rajshekar,
Scientific/Technical Assistant-B, Scientific Officer/Engineer S.B, Scientist-B,
DIA, Hanumakonda DIO, Adilabad DIO, Ran,

L S

Sh. Dhonthula Naveen Kumar, Sh. TV VK R Prasad, Scientist-D, DIO;  Ms. Poreddy Chandana Priya,

Scientific Officer/Engineer S.B, Sh. Boda Bichu, Scientific Scientific/Technical Assistant-A,
th dele

DIO Wi

Officer/Engineer S.B, DIA DIA Medak and students
g ‘ 47 %) = — >

|

Sh. Pedinti Vamshidhar Reddy, Sh. S. Médhu, Scientific/Technical Assistant-B, DIA
Scientific/Technical Assistant-B, and delegates S. Kiran kumar, ADDITIONAL COLLECTOR(REVENUE)
DIA
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District-Level Newspaper Coverage:
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