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CHAPTER-I
LEGISLATIVEDEPARTMENT

L egidative Department is primarily mandated to provide ass stance to the Union Government in drafting of
itslegidationsand processing the legid ative businessto be placed before the Parliament as per the priority
of various administrative Departmentsand Ministries.

1 FUNCTIONS
1.1  Thelegisative Department isconcer ned with thefollowing matters, namely:-

0] Scrutiny of Notesfor the Cabinet pertainingto al legidative proposalsfrom drafting angle;

(i) Drafting and scrutiny of all Government Billsincluding Constitution (Amendment) Bills,
trandation of dl theBillsinto Hindi and forwarding of both the English and the Hindi versions
of the Billsto the Lok Sabhaor Rajya Sabha Secretariat asthe case may befor introduction
in Parliament; drafting of official anendmentsto theBills; scrutiny of non-official amendments
and rendering assi stanceto administrative Ministries/Departments to deci de the acceptability
or otherwise of non-official amendments;

(i) Rendering assistance to Parliament and its Joint/ Select Committeesat all stagesthrough
which aBill passes before enactment. Thisincludes scrutiny of, and assistance in preparation
of reportsand revision of Billsfor the Committees;

(iv)  Drafting of Ordinancesto be promulgated by the President;

V) Drafting of legidation to be enacted as President’ sActsin respect of Statesunder President’s
rule

(vi)  Drafting of Regulationsto be made by the President;
(vii)  Drafting of Constitution Orders, i.e. Ordersrequired to be issued under the Constitution;

(wviii)  Scrutiny and vetting of all statutory rules, regulations, orders, notifications, resolutions,
schemes, etc., and their trandation into Hindi;

(ix)  Scrutiny of Statelegidation inthe concurrent field, which requires assent of the President
under article 254 of the Constitution;

(9] Scrutiny of legidation to be enacted by the Union territory Legidatures,

(xi)  Electionsto Parliament, the Legislatures of States and Union territories and Offices of the
President and Vice-President;

(xii))  Determination of expenditure on e ections between the Union and the States/Union territories
having Legidatures,

(xiil)  Election Commission of Indiaand electoral reforms;

(xiv)  Administration of the Representation of the People Act, 1950; the Representation of the
PeopleAct, 1951,

— )



’ Annual Report 2023-2024

(xv)  Mattersrelating to The Chief Election Commissioner And Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of ServiceAnd Term of Office) Act, 2023

(xvi)  Mattersrelating to the Delimitation of Parliamentary and LegidativeAssembly Congtituencies,

(xvii) Legidation on mattersrelating to personal laws, transfer of property, contracts, evidence,
civil procedure, etc., inthe Concurrent List of the Seventh Scheduleto the Constitution;

(xviii) Imparting training inlegidative drafting to the officersof theUnion/State Governments, €tc;

(xix)  Publication of Central Acts, Ordinancesand Regulationsand their authorised trandationsin
Hindi and other languages specified in the Eighth Schedul e to the Constitution and also
trandation of legal and statutory documents.

(xx) Publication of Hindi trandation of selected judgments of the Supreme Court and High Courts
on cases pertaining to constitutional, civil and criminal lawsin theform of law Journals
(Patrikas).

1.2  Legidative Department doesnot haveany statutory or autonomousbody under itscontrol.
It hastwo other wingsunder it, namely, the Official LanguagesWing (OLW) and Vidhi
Sahitya Prakashan (V SP), which areresponsiblefor propagation of Hindi and other Official
Languagesin thefield of law.

()] Official LanguagesWing of the L egidative Department isresponsible for preparing and
publishing standard legal terminology and also for trandating into Hindi, all the Billsto be
introduced in Parliament, all Central Acts, Ordinances, Subordinate legislations, etc., as
required under the Official LanguagesAct, 1963. ThisWingisalso responsiblefor arranging
trandation of the Central Acts, Ordinances, etc., into the Official Languagesas specifiedin
the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution and a so as required under the Authoritative Texts
(Central Laws) Act, 1973.

(i) Vidhi Sahitya Prakashan ismainly concerned with bringing out authoritative Hindi versons
of reportable judgements of the Supreme Court and the High Courtswith the objective of
promoting the progressive use of Hindi inthelegal field. Vidhi Sahitya Prakashan brings out
variouspublicationsof legd literaturein Hindi. It aso holdsexhibitionsin various Statesfor
giving wide publicity to legal literaturesavailablein Hindi and to promotetheir sales.

2. ORGANISATIONAL SET UP

The organisational set-up of the L egidative Department includesthe Secretary, Additional Secretary, Joint
Secretary and Legidative Counsdl, Additional Legidative Counsel, Deputy L egidative Counsdl and Ass stant
Legislative Counsel and other supporting staff. The works relating to legislative drafting in the case of
principal legidation and to scrutinizing and vetting of subordinate |egidation have been distributed among
variousLegidative Groups. Each Legidative Group isheaded by a Joint Secretary and L egidative Counsel
or Additional Secretary, asthe case may be, who in turn are assisted by anumber of Legidative Counselsat
different levels. The Secretary of the Legidative Department acts asthe Chief Parliamentary Counsel and
theAdditional Secretary isin chargeof al subordinatelegidation. The Organisationa Chart of the Legidative
Department isat Annexure-V1.
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3. LEGISLATIVE-lI SECTION

Legidationisone of the mgor instruments of articulating the policy of the Government. In thiscontext, the
L egidative Department playsan important roleto secure the policy objectives, which the Government may
wish to achievethrough legidation.

(@) L egislative Department not only performs functions asthe primary Department for drafting the
legidationinitiated by the administrative Ministries and Departments but also initiateslegislative
proposalsin respect of the matterswith whichit isadministratively concerned.

2 L egidative Department draftsthe Finance Bill to give effect to the financial proposasof the Central
Government every year. Thisexerciseisundertaken in the Legidative Department on the budget
proposals being brought beforeit by the Ministry of Finance. For the purpose of convenience, the
varioussubjectsonwhich Billsaredrafted inthe L egid ative Department at the behest of administrative
Ministries/ Departments can be broadly categorised as under:-
€) Condgtitutional amendments;

(b) Economic and corporate laws,

(© Civil Procedure and other social welfarelegidation;
(d) Crimind laws,

(e Repeal of obsolete laws; and

® Miscellaneous|aws.

3 During the period from 1st January, 2023 to 31st March, 2024, this Department has examined 140
Notesfor the Cabinet/new legid ative proposal sin consultation with different Ministries/Departments
for drafting Bill or Ordinances promulgated by the President for introduction in the Houses of the

Parliament. L egidative Billswhich are 56 in number were forwarded to Parliament for introduction
during thisperiod. Thelist of Billsforwarded to Parliament during thisperiodisasfollows:-

Billsforwar ded to Parliament for introduction during 01.01.2023 to 31.03.2024

S. |Titles

No.

1. |TheFinanceBill, 2023

2. | TheConstitution (Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Castes Order (Amendment) Bill, 2023
3. |Thelnter-Services Organisations (Command, Control and Discipline) Bill, 2023

4. |TheAppropriation Bill, 2023

5. |TheAppropriation (No.2) Bill, 2023

6. |TheJammu and Kashmir Appropriation Bill, 2023

7. | The Jammu and Kashmir Appropriation (No.2) Bill, 2023

8. |TheForest (Conservation) Amendment Bill, 2023

E— )
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9. [TheCoastal AquacultureAuthority (Amendment) Bill, 2023

10. |TheNational Dental Commission Bill, 2023

11. |(TheNational Nursing and Midwifery Commission Bill, 2023

12. | The Cinematograph (Amendment) Bill, 2023

13. | The Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Amendment) Bill, 2023

14. | The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2023

15. | TheRegistration of Birth and Deaths (Amendment) Bill, 2023

16. | The Constitution (Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Tribes Order (Amendment) Bill, 2023
17. |TheOffshoreAreasMinera (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2023
18. |TheMinesand Mineras (Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2023

19. | The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2023

20. |Thelndian Institute of Management (Amendment) Bill, 2023

21. |TheAdvocates (Amendment) Bill, 2023

22. |ThePressand Registration of PeriodicalsBill, 2023

23. | The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2023
24. |TheDigital Persona DataProtection Bill, 2023

25. [ThePharmacy (Amendment) Bill, 2023

26. | TheAnusandhan National Research Foundation Bill, 2023

27. |TheChief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (A ppointment, Condition of
Servicesand Term of Office) Bill, 2023

28. | ThePost OfficeBill, 2023

29. [The Central Goodsand Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2023

30. |Thelntegrated Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2023

31. |TheBharatiyaNyaya Sanhita, 2023

32. |TheBharatiyaNagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

33. |TheBharatiya SakshyaBill, 2023

34. | The Congtitution (One Hundred and Twenty Eighth) Amendment Bill, 2023
35. [TheCentra Universities(Amendment) Bill, 2023

36. |TheAppropriation (No.3) Bill, 2023

37. |TheAppropriation (No.4) Bill, 2023
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38. | TheProvisiona Collection of TaxesBill, 2023
39. |The Central Goods and Services Tax (Second) Amendment Bill, 2023

40. | The Government of Union Territories (Amendment) Bill, 2023

41. [TheJammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Second Amendment) Bill, 2023

42. |TheBharatiyaNyaya (Second) Sanhita, 2023

43. | TheBharatiyaNagarik Suraksha (Second) Sanhita, 2023

44. |TheBharatiya Sakshya(Second) Bill, 2023

45. |TheNationa Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) (Second) Amendment Bill, 2023
46. | TheTelecommunicationsBill, 2023

47. | ThePublic Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Bill, 2024

48. | TheFinanceBill, 2024

49. | TheWater (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024

50. [The Constitution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Orders (Amendment) Bill, 2024
51. |The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Orders (Amendment) Bill, 2024

52. |TheAppropriation Bill, 2024

53. [The Jammu and Kashmir Appropriation Bill, 2024

54. |TheAppropriation (Vote on Account) Bill, 2024

55. | The Jammu and Kashmir Appropriation (No. 2) Bill, 2024

56. [TheJammu and Kashmir Local BodiesLaw (Amendment) Bill, 2024

5) Out of the Billswhich were pending before Parliament and those introduced, 63 Bills have been
enacted into Actsaong with one Congtitutional Amendment Act. Thelist of theActsenacted during
thisperiodisasfollow:-

Actsenacted

Titleof theAct

_O -

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Second Amendment) Act, 2022 (Act No. 1 of 2023)
The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Fourth Amendment) Act, 2022 (Act No. 2 of 2023)
The MaritimeAnti-Piracy Act, 2022 (Act No. 3 of 2023)

TheAppropriation Act, 2023 (Act No. 4 of 2023)

TheAppropriation (No.2) Act, 2023 (Act No. 5 of 2023)

The Jammu and Kashmir Appropriation (No.2) Act, 2023 (Act No. 6 of 2023)

E—— )
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7. |The Jammu and Kashmir Appropriation Act, 2023 (Act No. 7 of 2023)

8. [TheFinanceAct, 2023 (Act No. 8 of 2023)

9. |TheCompetition (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.9 of 2023)

10. |TheBiological Diversity (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.10 of 2023)

11. | TheMulti-State Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.11 of 2023)

12. |The Cinematograph (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.12 of 2023)

13. |The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.13 of 2023)

14. | The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Second Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.14 of 2023)
15. |Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act, 2023 (Act No.15 of 2023)

16. |TheMinesand Mineras(Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023 (Act No.16 of 2023)
17. | TheOffshoreAreasMinerd (Deve opment and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023 (Act No.17 of 2023)
18. |Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023 (Act No.18 of 2023)

19. | TheGovernment of Nationa Capita Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.19 of 2023)
20. [TheRegistration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.20 of 2023)

21. |TheNational Dental Commission Act, 2023 (Act No.21 of 2023)

22. |TheDigital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 (Act No.22 of 2023)

23. [Thelndian Institute of Management (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.23 of 2023)

24. | The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.24 of 2023)

25. |[TheAnusandhan National Research Foundation Act, 2023 (Act No.25 of 2023)

26. |TheNational Nursing and Midwifery Commission Act, 2023 (Act No.26 of 2023)

27. |The Coastal AquacultureAuthority (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.27 of 2023)

28. |[Thelnter-Services Organisations (Command, Control and Discipline) Act, 2023 (Act No.28 of 2023)
29. [The Pharmacy (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.29 of 2023)

30. | The Central Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.30 of 2023)

31. [ThelIntegrated Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.31 of 2023)

32. [TheMediationAct, 2023 (Act N0.32 of 2023)

33. |TheAdvocates (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.33 of 2023)

34. [The Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act N0.34 of 2023)

35. [The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.35 of 2023)

36. |The Central Universities (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act N0.36 of 2023)
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37. |The Repealing and Amending Act, 2023 (Act N0.37 of 2023)

38. [ The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Second Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.38 of 2023)
39. [The Government of Union Territories (Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.39 of 2023)

40. [TheAppropriation (No. 3) Act, 2023 (Act N0.40 of 2023)

41. [TheAppropriation (No. 4) Act, 2023 (Act No.41 of 2023)

42. | The National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Specia Provisions) Second (Amendment) Act,
2023 (Act No.42 of 2023)

43. | The Post OfficeAct, 2023 (Act No.43 of 2023)

44. | The TelecommunicationsAct, 2023 (Act No.44 of 2023)

45. |The BharatiyaNyaya Sanhita, 2023 (Act No.45 of 2023)

46. | The BharatiyaNagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (Act No.46 of 2023)

47. | The Bharatiya SakshyaAdhiniyam, 2023 (Act No.47 of 2023)

48. [The Central Goods and Services Tax (Second Amendment) Act, 2023 (Act No.48 of 2023)

49. | The Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Condition of
Servicesand Term of Office) Act, 2023 (Act N0.49 of 2023)

50. [TheProvisional Collection of TaxesAct, 2023 (Act No.50 of 2023)

51. |The Pressand Registration of PeriodicalsAct, 2023 (Act No.51 of 2023)

52. |ThePublic Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 (Act No.1 of 2024)

53. |The Jammu and Kashmir Local BodiesLaw (Amendment) Act, 2024 (Act No.2 of 2024)

54. | The Constitution (Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Tribes Order (Amendment) Act, 2024 (Act
No.3 of 2024)

55. [The Constitution (Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Castes Order (Amendment) Act, 2024 (Act
No.4 of 2024)

56. [TheWater (Prevention and Control of Pollution) (Amendment) Act, 2024 (Act No.5 of 2024)

57. | The Constitution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Orders (Amendment) Act, 2024 (Act
No.6 of 2024)

58. |The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Orders (Amendment) Act, 2024 (Act No.7 of 2024)
59. |[TheFinanceAct, 2024 (Act No.8 of 2024)

60. [TheAppropriation (Vote on Account) Act, 2024 (Act No.9 of 2024)

61. |TheAppropriation Act, 2024 (Act No.10 of 2024)

62. | The Jammu and Kashmir Appropriation Act, 2024 (Act No.11 of 2024)

63. | The Jammu and Kashmir Appropriation (No. 2) Act, 2024 (Act No.12 of 2024)

E—— )
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Constitution Amendment Act

Sl. |Titleof theAct
No.
1. |TheConstitution (One Hundred and Sixth) Amendment Act, 2023

(6) One Ordinance has been promul gated by the President under article 123 of the Constitution:-

Ordinancespromulgated

dl. |Titleof the Ordinance
No.

1. |TheGovernment of Nationa Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Ordinance, 2023

(7 Four regulations have been issued under article 240 of the Constitution:-

Regulationsissued

S. [Titleof the Regulation
No.

1. |TheLaccadive, Minicoy and Aminidivi Idand Land Revenueand Tenancy (Amendment) Regulation,
2023

2. |TheAndaman and Nicobar Island Tenancy Regulation, 2023

3. |TheDadraand Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu Tenancy Regulation, 2023
4. [TheLakshadweep Tenancy Regulation, 2023

8) SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION

During the period from 1st January, 2023to 31st March, 2024, thetotal number of 3089 subordinate
legidationsincluding statutory rules, regulations, orders and notifications scrutinized and vetted by this
Department.

9) REPEAL OFOBSOLETELAWS

The Repealing and Amending Bill, 2023 for repeal of 76 Actswas considered and passed by the
Lok Sabhaon 27.07.2023 and the Rajya Sabhaon 13.12.2023. After assent of the Hon’ ble President on
17.12.2023, the said Bill has been enacted as the Repealing and Amending Act, 2023 (Act No. 37 of
2023).

4, LEGISLATIVEII SECTION
(@) ELECTIONLAWSAND ELECTORAL REFORMS

TheLegidativell Section of the Department isadministratively concerned withthefollowing Actsin
connection with the conduct of electionsto Parliament, State L egidatures and to the offices of the President
and the Vice-President, reform of laws/rules made thereunder and matters pertaining/incidental thereto:
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()] The Representation of the People Act, 1950,

()] The Representation of the PeopleAct, 1951,

(i) The Presidential and Vice-Presidentia ElectionsAct, 1952,
@iy  TheDeimitationAct, 2002,

(iv)  TheAndhraPradesh Legidative Council Act, 2005,

V) TheTamil Nadu Legidative Council Act, 2010.

()] Theelectora system of our country, whichisalso called the first-past-the-post system of elections,
has completed seventy five years. We have covered the journey of these seventy five years after India
became Republic with glory and exemplary successesin dl thefields. Thishasbeen theresult of thereentless
toil and continuous struggle of the millionswho have shaped the present and future of thisgreat country with
their sweat and blood. Undoubtedly, thisjourney has not been an easy sail and we have witnessed much
turbulence and turmoil during this period. During this period, the political scenario and the electoral process
of the country have undergone continuous epoch-making changes. With each el ection, the complexities of
the electoral process and the el ection management have been increasing. Every single ballot has proved
extremely valuable.

3 The aforesaid scenario, which has been continuoudly changing, has necessitated reformsof electord
lawson several occasions. Inthelight of the experience gained during el ections, recommendations of the
Election Commission, the proposalsfrom different sourcesincluding political parties, eminent personaities
in publiclife, the deliberationsin the Legislatures and various public bodies, the successive Governments
have taken anumber of measures, from timeto time, to bring about electoral reforms.

4 The Constitution (One-Hundred and Sixth Amendment) Act, 2023 (Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam)

The Parliament has enacted the Constitution (One-Hundred and Sixth Amendment) Act, 2023 on 28th
September, 2024 to enhance women'’s participation in the governance of the country by providing reservation
of seatsas nearly asmay be one-third of thetotal seatsfor women in the House of the People (Lok Sabha)
and State L egidativeAssembliesand the Legidative Assembly of the Nationa Capita Territory and ushering
the country towardstheglorious* Amritkal’. Thereservation of seatsfor women shall ceaseto have effect
on the expiration of fifteen yearsfrom such commencement. However, Parliament may extend this period
through further legislation. Rotation of seats reserved for women shall take effect after each subsequent
exercise of delimitation asthe Parliament may by law determine. The reservation of seatsfor womenin
Puducherry Legidative Assembly has a so been enacted by the Parliament.

5) ONE NATION ONE ELECTION

A synchronousel ections of the House of the People and State L egid ative Assemblies (including bye-election)
result in prolonged enforcement of Model Code of Conduct with its concomitant adverse impact on
developmental and welfare programmes. ThusaHigh Level Committee (HL C) was constituted on 02nd
September, 2023, vide resolution No. 11019/03/2023 under the Chairmanship of Shri Ram Nath Kovind,
former President of Indiato examinethe possibility of holding synchronized elections, which may resultin

E—— )
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huge saving to the public exchequer and avoidance of replication of effort on part of administration. The
recommendations of the High Level Committeeare asfollows:

€) The Committee recommendsthat in thefirst step, smultaneous el ectionsto the House of the
People and the State L egid ative Assembliesbe held. In the second step, the dectionsto Municipdities
and Panchayatswill be synchronized with House of People and State L egidativeAssembliesin such
away that Municipalities and Panchayat elections are held within hundred days of the holding of
elections of the House of the People and the State L egidlative Assemblies.

(b) Totakethefirst step, that is, for the purpose of synchronisation of el ectionsto the House of
the People and State L egid ative A ssemblies, the Committee recommendsthat the President of India
may, by notification. issued on the date of thefirst sitting of the House of the People after a General
election, bring into force the provision of thisArticle, and that date of the notification shall be called
the‘ Appointed Date' .

(© Thetenureof al State L egidativeAssemblies, congtituted by el ectionsto the State L egidative
Assemblies after the A ppointed Date and before the expiry of the full term of the House of the
People, shall be only for the period ending up to the subsequent General el ectionsto the House of
the People.

(d) Thereefter, all Generd eectionsto the House of the Peopleand dl State LegidativeAssemblies
shall beheld together smultaneoudly.

(e To takethe second step, the Committee recommendsintroduction of Article 324A for enabling
simultaneous el ectionsin Panchayats and Municipalitieswith the General elections of the House of
the People and the State L egidative Assemblies and amendment in Article 325 for enabling Single
Electoral Roll and Single Elector's Photo | dentity Card, which shall be prepared by the Election
Commission of Indiain consultation with the State El ection Commission(s) and the samewill subgtitute
any other electord roll prepared by Election Commission of Indiaunder Article 325 or State Election
Commission(s) under Articles 243K and 243ZA of the Constitution of India.

® Since the second step requires the amendmentsto touch upon State subjects (Entry 5) of
Schedule VI, Part X, and Part | X A of the Constitution of India, ratification by the Stateswill be
required under Article 368(2) of the Constitution of India. However, implementing thefirst step, that
is, smultaneousdectionsto House of the Peopleand State L egidativeA ssemblies, doesnot necessitate
ratification by the States.

(9 For the purpose of conducting s multaneous €l ections, the Committee a so recommendsthat
an Implementation Group may be constituted which shall look into the execution of the
recommendations given by the Committee.

(h) The Committee recommendsthat in the event of ahung House, no- confidence motion, or
any such event, fresh elections may be held to congtitute the new House. Where fresh electionsare
held for the House of the Peopl e, the tenure of the House of the Peoplewill beonly for the unexpired
term of theimmediately preceding full term of the House of the People and the expiration of this
period shall operate as adissolution of the House

0] Wherefresh dectionsareheld for the State L egidative Assemblies. then such new Legidative
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Assembly unless sooner dissolved, shall continue upto the end of thefull term of the House of the
People.

0) The Committee recommendsthat a Constitution Amendment Bill will haveto beintroduced
inthe Parliament amending Article 83 (Duration of Houses of Parliament) and Article 172 (Duration
of State L egidatures). This Constitutional Amendment will not need ratification by the States.

(k) The Committee recommendsthat for making logistical arrangementsfor the conduct of
simultaneous el ections to the House of the People and State L egislative Assemblies, the Election
Commission of Indiamay draw aplan and estimate in advance for the procurement of equi pment,
suchasEVMsand V'V PATS, deployment of polling personnel and security forces, and make other
necessary arrangements.

()] Similarly, for the electionsto Municipalities and Panchayats, the Committee recommends
that the State Election Commission(s), in consultation with the Election Commission of India, may
draw aplan and estimate in advance for the procurement of equipment, suchasEVMsand VVPATS,
deployment of polling personnel and security forces, and make other necessary arrangements.

The Committee has since submitted its report to the Hon' ble President on 14th March, 2024.

(6) DELIMITATION of PARLIAMENTARY AND ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCIES IN
ASSAM

Thedelimitation of Parliamentary Constituencies and Assembly Constituenciesin the State of Assam has
been carried out by the Election Commission of Indiain terms of section 8A of the Representation of the
PeopleAct, 1950 videits order dated 20th June, 2023 and final order dated 11th August, 2023. The same
hastaken effect vide this Department’s notification S.O. 3661(E) dated 16th August, 2023.

(7 AMENDMENT OFELECTION LAWS

Rules 18A, 24, 27A and Form 13D of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 have been amended by the
Conduct of Elections (Amendment) Rules, 2023. Now, voters on an election duty can cast their vote at a
facilitation center. Any Group A or Group B officer can attest the declaration made by avoter on election

duty.

8 On recommendeation of the ECI, the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 has been amended by the
Conduct of Elections (Amendment) Rules, 2024 and the same has been published in the Gazette of India
(Extra-ordinary)vide notification S.O.(E) 995, dated O1st March, 2024. Now, the agelimit for senior citizen
to beeligiblefor postal ballot has been increased from 80 to 85 years.

©) COURT CASESINVOLVINGELECTION LAWS

L egidative Department, being administratively in-charge of various el ection lawshasaso to handle various
court casesinvolving validity of election laws. Inthe beginning of theyear 2023, there were 141 cases
pending in the Supreme Court and different High Courts on election related matters. During the said year,
45 fresh cases were received, in which appropriate actions have been taken. During the period (from
January 2023 to March 2024), 31 cases have been disposed of. Ason 01st April, 2024, there are about
155 cases pending before the Supreme Court and various High Courts. All cases are being effectively
monitored.
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(100 CONDUCT OF PARLIAMENTARY WORK

During the year 2023-24, the L egidative Department, which has been all ocated the work of coordination/
conduct of parliamentary businessof the Ministry of Law and Justice, handled thefollowing:-

S. No.[ Item of Business Figuresfor the
Ministry of Law and Justice.

1. Lok Sabha Questions 299

2. Rajya Sabha Questions. 223

3. Private Members Bill in Lok Sabha. 14

4, Private Members Billsin RgyaSabha 20

5. Private Members Resolutions 03

6. Matter raised during Zero Hour (L ok Sabha) 06

7. Matter raised under Rule 377 in Lok Sabha. 15

8. Special Mention in Rajya Sabha. 06

Election Commission of India

(11) Election Commission of India(ECI), Snceitsestablishment in 1950, hasbeen instrumental inensuring
free, fair, and transparent electionsin India. Articles 324 to 329 of the Constitution of Indiadefinethe
functions, responsibilities, structure and, powers of the ECI. TheseArticles, mandate the Commission to
conduct electionsto the Lower and Upper Houses of Parliament and State L egislative Assembliesand to
the High offices of the President and Vice-President of Indiaat regular intervals.

Election Commission isapermanent constitutional body. It consistsof Chief Election Commissioner and
two Election Commissioners. Over the past 75 years, the ECI has conducted 17 General Electionsto the
Lok Sabhaand morethan 400 electionsto State L egislative Assemblies, in addition to 17 electionsto the
High office of the President and Vice-President. Asaresult of the sustained reform, India' selectoral democracy
has been adefining benchmark of electoral integrity at global level.

Sincethefirst General Electionsin 1951-52, the ECI has meticulously managed the entire el ection process,
including planning, preparation, conducting, counting, and result declaration. The Commissioninthelast 75
yearsof itsjourney has achieved many milestones. Every e ection provided an opportunity and an occasion
for theingtitution to enhanceits servicesin ensuring afree, fair, trangparent, inclusive, ble, participative
and an inducement free el ection. Akin to science laboratory, where experiments and research never cease,
the Commission is constantly on the quest for innovations and improvement in el ectoral management.

The Commissionin past few years, has adopted many initiatives and innovative measuresto extend specid
facilitation to women, PwD and senior citizens such asAMF, ramps, wheelchair and volunteer assistance,
priority voting, all women managed polling stations, all PwD managed polling stations, and the more recent
amendments by which - home voting facility has been made available to senior citizens 80+, and PwD
electors so they can vote from the comfort of their homes. All this, with onegoal in mind, “No Voter to be
left behind”.

)
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There has been asilent and adeep change in the manner in which elections are conducted and supervised.
These changes play and bring efficiency to the structural, technol ogical, administrative, communication,
enforcement effectiveness and, capacity building reforms. Cumulatively, theseindividual reformswere
implemented and tested during the 16 [9in 2023 and 7 in 2022] State Assembly electionsin 2022 and
2023. The successin these elections, augurswell for the preparation of the Genera Electionsin 2024 (since
held).

A healthy and inclusive Electora roll formsthe foundation of electoral integrity. Inthe past two yearsandin
preparation to General Election 2024, the Commission hastaken initiativesto update the el ectoral rollsand
include al segments of vulnerable voters such aswomen, third gender, PwDs and tribals. Special efforts
were undertaken for enrollment of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) inall StatesUTsand,
alsoto bring them to the booths. It isan exemplary commitment of ECI’s*Roll to Poll” initiative.

The paradigm shiftsin planning, dispersal and deployment of security forces, selection of right blend of
machinery, regular reviews, and close monitoring has aso led to reduction of violencein elections. The
rigoroustraining of election staff ensures reduced procedural errorsthus ensuring reduction in number of

repolls.

The Commission’s special thrust on inducement free electionsis asub-work against the abuse of money
power inthedectionsand for ensuring alevel playing fied. With increasing number of enforcement agencies
roped in the last two years and, integration of tech platform like Election Seizure Management System
(ESMYS), the Commission has ensured record seizuresin the recently held State electionsin 2023.

E— )
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The Commission hasbeen at theforefront of integrating technology in € ection management for dl stakeholders.
Anecosystem of IT applicationslikecVIGIL for citizensto report MCC violations, Suvidhafor candidates,
KY C to know candidate details, Saksham App for PwDs are designed to empower them and ensure
trangparency and level playing field. The ECI website and a so resultswebsite has been compl etely redesigned
and revamped for better experience and easy accessto information with afocuson all stakeholders. The
results website provided detailed A C/PC wise results and margin of victory amongst winning and losing
candidates along with charts and graphics which were in aform of ready to use format for different
stakeholdersincluding mediaand political analysts.

Political partiesare registered with the Election Commission under section 29A of the Representation of the
PeopleAct, 1951.The Election Commission ensuresinner party democracy intheir functioning by insisting
upon them to hold organizational elections at periodic intervals. Political partiesregistered with the
Commission are granted recognition at the State and National levelson the basis of their poll performance
at general elections according to criteriaspecified by it. Political Partiesare an important institution and
stakeholder in the electoral space asthey act as bridge for voters and the contesting candidates in the
elections. The Commission hasalso taken initiativesto streamline political party financesand cleaning up of
political space by utilising the available statutory spaceinthe RPAct, 1951. ECI since May 2022 has
delisted 284 defaulting and non-compliant Registered Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPPs) and over
253 Registered Unrecognised Palitical Parties (RUPPs) were declared inactive, thereby barring them from
availing benefits of the Symbol Order, 1968. The Commission also introduced an Integrated Election
Expenditure Management System (IEMS) for compliance of filing of financia disclosuresonline.

The quality of the electionisindicated by the quality of election campaigning. There has been a special
emphasisby the Commission, to addressthe concern of plummeting level of campaign discourseby navigating
through the complex dynamics of keeping a balance between level playing field and freedom of election
campaigning.

(12) Assembly Electionsin 2023: ECI handled abusy elector al year

Astheyear 2023 ended, Election Commission of Indiaemerged fromitsbusiest electora year sincethelast
Parliamentary electionsin 2019. It conducted the electionsin nine of the States. The aggregate el ectorate
size covered was more than 222 million. It may be considered asthe grand rehearsal prior to the 18th Lok
Sabha el ections of 2024.

(12.1) Northeast State Assembly Elections, 2023

The electoral year began on 18 January 2023 with Election Commission announcing electionsin three
Statesviz. Meghalaya, Nagaland and Tripura. Each of them haslegidative assembly strength of 60 members.
In Meghalaya, 55 seats out of 60, in Nagaland as many as 59 seats out of 60 arereserved for Scheduled
Tribe (ST) candidates, which reflects the demographic profile of these States. In Tripura, 20 seats are
reserved for ST candidates, 10 are reserved for Scheduled Caste candidates.

All these States have international boundaries. A stronger and wider coordination among law enforcement
agenciesresulted inimprovement in seizuresin cash and kind. Right from the preparatory phase, law and
order wasgiven priority as much asimplementation of model code of conduct.

In Tripura, 100% webcasting was carried out at all Polling Stationsfor astrict vigil and transparency.
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Electionswere largely violencefree aslocal newspapers headlinesin Tripuraproudly flashed as‘ people
voted out violence'. With rigorous training and strict monitoring, it was ensured no repoll happen during
assembly elections as compared to 168 repollsin 2019 Lok Sabha Elections.

For thefirst timein Tripura, special effortswere undertaken to enroll votersfrom Bru Community with
consent formsfor settlement at a particular location received from about 6,300 Bru families, out of which
5,645 familiesreported at the settlement sites and about 14,000 adult memberswere enrolled in the State
in12 locations.

E— )



’ Annua Report 2023-2024

Polling SatisticsOver view:

State Polling Date No. of Polling Stations Polling Per centage
Meghaaya 27 February 3,482 86.8%
Nagaland 27 February 2,291 88.1%
Tripura 16 February 3,337 89.8%

[Source : Satistical Reports of GE to SLA, ECI Website]

The counting of voteswasheld on 2 March, 2024 in all three states. Traditionally, thesethree Statesare high
voting States, areputation which they retained in these el ections. ECI mounted a steady campaign for
making electionsinclusive, participatory, ethical and voter friendly with utmost focus on ease of voting.
Homevoting facility for PwD category and octogenarian el ectorswas exercised by the eligible votersfor
thefirst timein these States.

(12.2) Karnataka Election:
The polling was held in the State of Karnatakain single phase on 10 May, and counting was held on 13 May.

Polling StatisticsOver view:

Sate Polling Date No. of Polling Sations Polling Per centage
Karnataka 10 May 58,534 73.8%

[ Source: Satistical Reports of GE to SLA, ECI Website]

Voter turnout was 73.8%with enthusi asti c participation of voters observed as newlyweds, group of PwDs,
transgenders, tribals, etc. participated in the el ections. Voting waslargely peaceful and no repoll wasrequired.
Sustained efforts of monitoring of election expenditurein Karnatakaled to seizure of Rs. 385 Crore by
different enforcement agencies, which isabout 5 timesincrease from previous el ections.

(12.3) Ending 2023 with five Sate Elections:

Towards the end of the year, elections were held in another five States, as on 9th October, 2023, ECI
announced the schedul e for e ectionsto thelegid ative assembliesin Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram,
Rajasthan and Telangana.

| it :
Madhya Pradesh elections
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Telangana elections
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Voter turnout in SateAssembly elections:

Sate Poll Date No. of Polling Polling
Sations Per centage
Chhattisgarh 7 November & 17 November 24,137 76.8%
Mizoram 7 November 1,276 82.3%
Madhya Pradesh 17 November 64,626 77.7%
Rajasthan 25 November 52,139 75.3%
Telangana 30 November 35,655 72.0%

[Source: Satistical Reports of GE to SL_A, ECI Website]

A very innovative and massive voter outreach and education programme was launched involving multiple
stakeholders and the CEO teams of these States planned meticuloudly to address voter apathy for identified
segmentsthrough “Turnout Implementation Plan” by making targeted interventions. Homevoting facility for
PwD category and octogenarian electorswas exercised for thefirst timein these States. Technological App
like C-Vigil, KY C, Suvidha, Saksham, etc. werewidely popularized through various means.

(13) ECI Initiativesfor General Elections, 2024

Sincethefirst Genera Elections, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has successfully conducted 18
free, fair and inclusive elections. ECI has continuously undertaken path-breaking initiativesto enhancethe
voting experience and transparency. In recent years, voter engagement initiatives and electoral reforms
resulted in asteady increasein the level of voter participation in the largest democracy of theworld. The
cumulative learnings from there mammoth exercises, have been crucial towards developing astrategy to
ensures no voter isleft behind in the upcoming Genera Elections,2024.

Eachinitiativeisan endeavour to make the el ection process moreinclusive and robust, and make elections
friendly for various stakeholders and enhance electoral participation on day of poll. At the cusp of the
Genera Elections, 2024, ECI strivesto makethe electoral process even more seamless, voter-friendly, and
participative for each and every voter of India.

Following initiatives encapsul ate the spirit of democracy, and will proveto be agiant leap towards robust
electionsin India

(13.1) Pureand Healthy Electoral Roll

1. Pre-registration at 17 years. Now, 17-year olds can pre-register for voter ID using Form-6,
becoming eligible oncethey turn 18 on specified dates, enhancing voter readiness and democratic
engagement.

2. Multiple Qualifying Dates: Young adultsturning 18 now have four annual chances—January 1,

April 1, July 1, and October 1 to register asvoters, with quarterly updatesto the electoral roll
facilitating ther inclusion.

3. I ntroduction of New Forms. New formshave beenintroduced for multiple updatesand corrections,
and adjustments have been madefor PwD votersand legal guardians.
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4, Appointment of Dedicated AERO: Dedicated AEROs have been appointed in each Assembly
Constituency to boost voter registration among 18-19 year-olds by focusing on educational
ingtitutions.

(13.2) Election M anagement

1. Consolidation of ECI instructionsfor ease of refer ence: Morethan 300 instructions on several
topicslike Law & Order, poll day monitoring, remuneration, honorarium, ex-gratia, counting of
votes, etc. have been consolidated into 27 instructions to ensure ease of referencefor the e ection
machinery and officials on the ground.

2. Revision of manuals, handbooksand checklist: Inview of theforthcoming Lok Sabhaelections,
various important documents issued by the ECI such as the Handbook of Returning Officer,
Handbook of Presiding Officer, Handbook for Polling Agent, Handbook for Counting Agent, Manual
on Risk Management, Manua on Force Deployment, Manual on Vulnerability Mapping, Manual on
Didtrict Election Management Plan, SVEEP Manual, various checklists, etc. updated in accordance
with latest instructions on each subject matter.

3. Police Officers Handbook: With increasing role of policein the context of elections, therewas
need to compiletheir role and responsibilitiesin the form of ahandbook, to act asaguidefor the
entire police hierarchy in performing their duties pertaining to electora activities. For thefirst time,
the Handbook for Police Officerswas prepared to help the force to streamline their activitiesand
equipping them with tools and strategiesto address any issuethat arisesin the process of conducting
electionsinthelr jurisdiction.

4, Gender Neutral Provision for Serviceand Special Electors. The Electora Laws (Amendment)
Act, 2021 ensures gender equality by allowing both spouses of service votersto register asservice
voters.

5. Standard Operating Procedure (SoP): Enforcement Agencies developed SoP to enhance
coordination and enforcement to combat money and muscle power in elections, leading to improved
resultsin recently held Assembly elections.

6. Srict Vigilanceat Inter-Sate Border Checkposts: ECI isensuring more emphasis on rigorous
checksat Inter-State Border Checkpoststo prevent the smuggling of illicit goods and ensure fair
elections, with enhanced scrutiny by relevant enforcement agencies.

7. | dentification Of Expenditure Sensitive Constituency (ESCS): Expenditure Sensitive
Constituencies (ESCs) areidentified by State CEOs based on past dataand sensitivity, with findings
reviewed by Digtrict Intelligence Committees and monitored by Flying Squadsand Static Survelllance
Teamsto ensurefair elections.

8. I ntroduction of a Standar dised Disclosure Proforma: ECI introduced a standardized disclosure
proformafor political partiesto detail the financial implicationsand funding sources of their election
promises, enhancing transparency and adherence to the Model Code of Conduct.

0. Advisory On Plummeting L evel of Public Discour se: The Commission, taking serious note of
plummeting level of campaign discourse during Karnataka L egidative Assembly elections 2023
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issued advisory to all National and State political parties, contesting candidatesto exercise caution
and restraint in thelir utterances during campaigning and not to vitiate the poll atmosphere.

(13.3) Knowledge Sharing: Asthe el ectoral management body that conductstheworlds’ largest democratic
exercise, ECl isuniquely poised to share learnings and insightswith the world through training and capacity
building programmes. Following important activities provideaglimpse of initiativesundertaken for thegigantic
exercisefor the upcoming Lok Sabhaelections 2024.

Conferenceof CEOsfor experience sharing and knowledgetransfer: In preparation for the 2024
General Elections, ECI organized a conference with Chief Electoral Officerson January 11-12, 2024, at
IIIDEM, New Delhi. The conference focused on experiences from recent State el ections and discussed
topicslikeelection planning, EVM-VV PAT, electoral roll, expenditure monitoring, I T applications, SVEEP
strategy, and mediastrategy. Thisevent followed regional conferences of CEOs SPNOsheld in Chandigarh,
Chennai, Guwahati, L ucknow and Ahmedabad.

Thisconference was preceded by two very important Conferencesheld during 2-4 April, 2023 at LBSNAA,
Mussoorie and 19-20 April, 2023 at [l IDEM. Seven groups/ verticalswere created covering the whole
gamut of activitiesfor pursuing efficient, inclusive and voter friendly elections. Various presentations and
interactions based on insights on these subject matterstook placein the conferences. A number of action
pointsfor each vertical wereidentified for follow up action at ECI and CEO/ DEO level with utmost
seriousness. These conferences proved highly beneficia for the whole election machinery.

Themain objectives of the CEO Conference are:
(0] Toinitiate preparationsfor the General Electionsto the House of People, 2024,

(i) Toreview the organisational structure of the CEO offices and aligning them with various
verticals of election process,; and
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(i)  Setting up of acommon minimum agendaand goal sfor each functional vertical of election
process.

Training of eection machinery: The guiding principle behind Indialnternational Institute of Democracy and
Election Management (I11DEM)’s Capacity Building programmeisto ensurethat all election personnel,
acrossthe country, adhere and follow the set procedures, practices, and rules and regulations across all
stages of the el ection process and respond to emergent situations as per well-defined protocols. Theexercise
commenced inApril 2023, with the inventorization of [lIDEM’straining components - Target Groups,
Training Materias, and Resource Persons (RPs).

()] Training Materials — theme based statutory and non-statutory PPTs, audio-visuals,
Handbooks, Manualsand circulars, etc.

(i) Resource Persons— National Level Master Trainers (NLMTs) and State Level Master
Trainers(SLMTs)

(i)  Target Groups—Officiasand Staff under direct mandate of [1IDEM (CEOs, DEOs, ROs/
AROs, EROS/AEROSs, Police Nodal Officersand Training Nodal Officers) and request
based training of Target Groupsthat arein the domain of CEO Offices

Theinventorization exercise wasfollowed by gap andysisof each of thetraining componentsand aframework
was devel oped to bridge the gap and their execution as per timelines.

Over 800 DEOS/ ROs across the country were trained on various thematic areas related to Election
Management at [IIDEM, New Delhi and 3,100 EROsfrom all the States/UTs participated through online
training. The Commission took thelead by example especially the Chief Election Commissioner providing
insghtsaswell asmotivating the DEOsin every single batch of training.

Based on the request by the State CEQOs, atraining for al 75 DEOs of Uttar Pradesh on ERONet was
conducted at Il IDEM between 28 — 30 Nov 2023. Similarly, an Onlinetraining on I T Applicationswas
conducted for 96 officersfrom CEOs Office of Assam on 16 December, 2023. Indl, I DEM has completed
Capacity Building of 23,028 personnel, including 4,732 Resource Persons and 18,296 Polling Personnel
for the General Electionsto Lok Sabha 2024 and for the four States having simultaneous el ectionsto Lok
Sabhaand State L egidlative Assembly 2024.

International Training M odulesfor Election M anagement: [1IDEM in partnership with International
Foundationfor Electoral System (IFES), has created ten internationd training modul es on e ection management
to share best practices covering topics such as voter education, election administration, and social media.
These modules am to enhance understanding of electoral management, technology, and legal frameworks.

Master’sin inter national Electoral Management and Practices (M1 EM P) Programme: ECI through
[1IDEM and in collaboration with the Tata I nstitute of Social Sciences(TISS), offersaMaster’sininternational
Electoral Management and Practices (MIEMP). Thistwo-year program, spanning four ssmestersand totaling
80 credits, includes two semesters of online learning and two semesters of blended |learning in the second
year. Theinaugural classfor 2022-24 began in December 2022, including participantsfrom ECI, internationa
electoral bodies, and T1SS-selected students. Theinitial two semesterswere online, followed by offline
classesfor thethird semester at TISS, Mumbai, and thefourth at [IIDEM, New Delhi.
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Inauguration of I DEM Hostel Block

On June 6, 2023, ECI inaugurated a hostel block at I11DEM, Dwarka. Thisfacility supportsIIIDEM’s
missiontotrain nationa and international election professionalsby providing aconducivelearning and living
environmen.

I nter national ProgrammesConducted by [11DEM (2023)

[1IDEM has hosted international training programmesfor 2,701 participantsfrom 138 countriessince 2011.
Highlightsfor 2023-24 includeisasfollows:

[I1DEM International Training Satisticssinceinception

Programme No of Programme No of No of participants
training
Offline | Online Tota days Offline Online Tota 91
| nternational 112 17 129 700 2271 430 2701

Thesummary of theInternational Programsconducted in 2023 isasfollows:
Delegation Visits:
€) Training for 27 Bangladeshi civil servantsat PRIDE on July 19, 2023.
(b) 82 Bangladeshi civil servantsvisited on August 10, 2023.

(© Know India Programme for diaspora youth on August 4 and 18, 2023, with 56 and 58
participants, respectively.

I TEC Programme:
(@ A 5-day voter registration training from November 20-24, 2023, attended by 9 participants.

(b) A 2-week basic election administration course from December 18-29, 2023, with 15
participants.
(13.4) Easeof voting for Inclusive and Accessible Elections

()] HomeVoting: The Election Commission’shome voting facility which isoptional & not
mandatory, allows absentee voters, including the disabled, octogenarian, essential workers,
and COVID-19 affected individuals, to vote from home by applying through Form 12-D,
ensuring they can participate without visiting polling stations.

(i) Inclusive Enrolment: ECI has undertaken several initiativesto enhance the electoral
participation of marginalized groupsviz. transgenders, sex workers, women in difficult
circumstances, Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PV TGs), Homeless and Nomadic
Groups.

@)y  Assured Minimum Facilities(AMF) at Polling Sations: ECI through CEOsof dl States/
UTsensuresAssured Minimum Fecilities(AMF) at polling stations. Theseincluded apolling

)
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station on the ground floor, aramp with an appropriate gradient, drinking water, adequate
furniture, proper lighting, signage for voter guidance, toilet facilities, shade, acrechefor
children, Voter Facilitation Posters, and Voter Assistance Booths.

(iv)  Other facilitiesat Polling Sations. Beyond AMF, polling stations provide medical/ first-
aid kits, wheelchairsfor PwDs and senior citizensviathe Saksham-ECI app, transport for
senior citizens and those with disabilities, and separate queues for men, women, senior
citizens, and PwDs.

) Facilitation for Women: To encouragewomen'sparticipation, " All-WWomen Managed Polling
Stations' are established, staffed entirely by women, including security personnd. Initiatives
such as separate queues for women, priority voting for pregnant women, and targeted
interventions have increased femal e voter turnout.

(vi)  Advisory For Political Partiesfor Respectful Discour sefor PWDs. ECI hasissued
guiddinesfor palitical partiesto ensure respectful discoursetowards Personswith Disabilities
(PwDs), prohibiting derogatory or offensive language and requiring internal reviews of
campaign material sto prevent ableism and discrimination.

(vii)  Facilitation for Personswith Disabilities (PwDs) and Senior Citizens: Polling stations
are on the ground floor with sturdy ramps. PwDs and senior citizensareidentified and
tagged to polling stationsfor necessary arrangements. VVolunteers assist them, and transport
facilitiesare provided. Freepublic transport passesare offered on polling day where possible.

Additiona stepstakeninclude:

@ Postal Ballot Facility: Thisfacility isimplemented for PwDswith benchmark disabilities
and senior citizensover 85, allowing them to vote viapostal ballot through Form 12D.

(b) Accessible Communications: A two-day workshop was conducted for technol ogical
accessbility toimprovedigital accessibility and content devel opment for PwDs.

(© NACAE Meeting: National Advisory Committee on Accessible Elections reviewed
challengesfaced by PwDs and recommended improvementsfor accessible el ections.

(14) Useof IT in election management: ECI hassignificantly enhanced theuseof I T applicationsto
promote citizen participation and ensure transparency in elections. Here's an overview of these
applications, focusing on benefitsfor citizens, political parties, and contestants:

(14.1) Citizen’'sPerspective: Easing the processof getting enrolled asavoter and participatingin
the country’sdemocr atic process

(14.1.1) Voter Services:

Through (voters.eci.gov.in] (https://voters.eci.gov.in) and the Voter Helpline App, citizens can accessthe
electord roll, gpply for voter ID cards, correct voter details, and find polling booth information. Electronically
Transmitted Postal Ballot Management System (ETPBMS) allows service votersto receive and submit
ballotselectronically, integrating with the postal servicefor freereturn of ballots.

N C)
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(14.1.2) Accessibility for Personswith Disabilities:

The Saksham-ECI app enables voterswith disabilitiesto request assistance, such aswheelchairsat polling
stations, and managetheir voter registration details.

(14.1.3) BLO and Candidate I nfor mation:

TheBLOAppfacilitatesdigital tasksfor Booth Level Officers, including house-to-house verification. The
Candidate Affidavit Portal and Know Your Candidate (K'Y C) Mobile App provide access to candidate
profilesand their criminal antecedents.

(14.1.4) Grievance Redressal:

Nationa Grievance Service Portal ([NGSP)(https.//eci-citizenservices.eci.nic.in)) addresses complaintsfrom
citizens, political parties, and e ection officials, ensuring timely resolution and transparency.

(14.1.5) Election TrendsTV

Election Trends TV, launched by the ECI, providesreal-time el ection results and trends, with data displayed
viaauto-scrolling panels outside counting hallsand public places, enhancing transparency and accessihility.

(14.2) Political Party & Contestant’s Per spective—Ensuring Total Transparency in conducting
and monitoring elections

(14.2.1) EVM Management and Monitoring:

EVM Management System (EM S) ensurestransparent allocation of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMSs)
through randomized deployment, witnessed by party representatives and observers.

(14.2.2) Reportingand Compliance:

The C-Vigil app allows citizensto report Model Code of Conduct violations during e ections, with prompt
action taken by authorities. The Voter Turnout App provides real-time approx. voter turnout estimates.

(14.2.3) Nomination and Permissions:

The SUVIDHA portal ([suvidha.eci.gov.in](https.//suvidha.eci.gov.in)) facilitates online submission of
nominationsand applicationsfor eection-rel ated permissions, streamlining processesfor contesting candidates
and political parties.

(14.2.4) ExpenditureMonitoring:

TheIntegrated Election Expenditure Monitoring System (IEMS) enables political partiesto submit financial
documents online, improving compliance through featureslike Aadhaar-based e-Sign and real-time status
updates.

(14.2.5) TimeVoucher Digitalisation:

The Election Commission has digitized the distribution of air time vouchers, allowing political partiesto
receive QR-coded vouchers online through the SUVIDHA portal, streamlining and improving the efficiency
of the process.
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(14.3) Enhanced Security and M anagement
(14.3.1) ERONet 2.0

Thisrobust infrastructure centralizes el ection management, providing serviceslike e-EPIC download, NRI
registration, and electoral roll updates.

(14.3.2) Observer Portal

Anonline platform for managing observer activities, including report submissionsand notificationsfrom the
commission.

(14.3.3) ESM S Portal

Election Seizure Management System (ESM S) Mobile App digitizes data on seized items, enhancing
coordination and intelligence sharing among central/ State enforcement agenciesto ensureinducement-free
elections.

(14.3.4) Security Features

Multiple authentication factors protect the I T systemsfrom breaches, ensuring dataintegrity and accuracy.
These I T advancements by ECI aim to makethe electora process more efficient, transparent, and accessible
for al stakeholders.

(15) ElectronicVoting Machine(EVM) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)
Following summary capturesthe key developments and updatesrelated to EVMsand VVPATsin India

€) Evolution of Voting Systemsin India: Initially, separate ball ot boxes with symbolswere
used inthe 1952 and 1957 L ok Sabhaelections, raising concerns about tampering. A marking
system on ballot papers replaced thisin 1960-61 and was used until the 1999 el ections.

(b) L egal Sanction for EVMs: Following the Supreme Court's judgment in“A.C. JoseVv.
Sivan PFillai”, 1984, ECI recommended legislative amendments to legalize EVMs.
Consequently, Section 61A was added to the Representation of the PeopleAct, 1951, in
1989.

In 1977, ECI explored electronic voting. By 1979, a prototype was developed and
demonstrated to political parties. EVMsfirst appeared in a1982 Keralabye-election, but
their usewasnullified by the Supreme Court dueto thelack of legal provisions. Thelaw was
amended in December 1988 to include Section 61A, effectivefrom March 15, 1989.

EVMswere used nationwide in the 2004 L ok Sabha el ections, replacing paper ballots.
Since 2000, EVMs have been used in 148 State Assembly Elections and four General
Elections (2004, 2009, 2014, and 2019).

(© Manufacturing: EVMs are produced by Bharat Electronics Limited and Electronics
Corporation of IndiaLimited, under the guidance of the Technical Expert Committee.
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(15.1) Procurement of EVMsand VVPATsfor the General Election to L ok Sabha,2024.

@

(b)

Procurement: For 2024 Lok Sabha elections, ECI procured 10.42 lakh Ballot Units, 6.97
lakh Control Units, and 6.46 lakh VVPATSs (as of June 21, 2021), and an additional 2.84
lakh Ballot Units, 2.12 lakh Control Units, and 2.46 lakh VV PATs (asof February 1, 2023)

Deployment in 2023 Elections: EVMsand V'V PATsweredeployedin al the polling stations
of various State L egidative Assembly electionsin 2023 asfollowing: -

S. No. Name of Sate Total Polling Stations
1 Chhattisgarh 24,137

2 Karnataka 58,534

3 Madhya Pradesh 64,626

4 Meghdaya 3,482

5 Mizoram 1,276

6 Nagaland 2,291

7 Raasthan 52,139

8 Telangana 35,655

9 Tripura 3,337

[Source: Satistical Reports of GE to SLA, ECI Website]

(15.2) Milestonesof EVMs: In 2004, EVMswere used for all 543 PCsin the Lok Sabha elections.
Technological upgradesto EVMsoccurred in 2001, in 2006 and again in 2013-14. EV M s manufactured
before 2006 are referred to as'M1 EVMs," while those made between 2006 and 2010 are called ‘M2
EVMs.' Thelatest'M3 EVMSs," produced since 2013, incorporate the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) to enhance more transparency and verifiability. VV PATswerefirst used in the 2013 by-election
for the 51-Noksen Assembly Constituency in Nagaland and in all polling stations throughout the country
during General Electionsto Lok Sabha 2019.

(15.3) Technical Featuresof EVMsand VVPATs

@ EVMs:

Stand-alone operation: No wired or wireless connectionsto prevent external access.
One-Time Programmable (OTP) Chip: Ensures security and integrity.

Dynamic and Encrypted Signal Coding: Enhances communi cation security among units.
Unauthorized Access Detection Module (UADM): Preventstampering attempts.
Real-Time Clock: Provides event time-stamping.

Mutual Authentication: Verifiesunitswithinthe system.

Internal Power Supply: Operatesindependently from external power sources.
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() VVPATs
. Visua Confirmation: Displaysapaper dip for 7 secondsfor voter verification.
. Inbuilt Security Features. Similar tothosein EVMSs.
. Internal Power Supply: Operateswithout external power.

. Contrast and Length Sensors: Maintains print quality and monitors paper dip length.
. Depletion and Fall Sensors. Warns of low paper and ensurestimely dlip cutting.

Additionally, ECI hasintroduced water and shock-proof ergonomically efficient backpacksfor
EVM-VVPAT machinesand polling materials, improving safety and mobility for polling partiesin
chalengingterrans.

(16) Engaging Votersthrough voter education and awarenessfor Gener al Elections, 2024:

Systematic Voters' Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) isECI'sflagship programme designed
to inform, motivate, facilitate, educate, engage, and empower votersfor informed and ethical electoral
participation. Following initiatives have been taken in the year 2023-24, to engage with awider audience
for the General Election 2024:

1 ECI Song‘Main Bharat Hoon, Hum Bharat Ke MatdataHain': This song released on the
13th National Voters Day in 2023, and sung by forty leading singers, celebrates | ndian democracy's
strength and diversity through voter participation. Itisavailablein Hindi and multilingua versonson
the YouTube channels.

2. National Icons: Cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar and actor Rajkummar Rao have been appointed
asNational |consto enhance voter awareness and participation, especially targeting the youth.

3. National Level SSR-2024 L aunch Desh Ka Form: A national awareness campaign, “Desh Ka
Form,” was launched to promote enrolment and remove duplicate entriesin the el ectoral roll. It ran
from November 30 to December 9, 2023.

4, Chacha Chowdhury Comic Book: "Chacha Chaudhary aur Chunavi Dangal" is acomic book
using popular charactersto encourage young votersto participatein elections.

5. MoU with Ministry of Education: An MoU signed with the Ministry of Education aims to
incorporate electoral literacy into school and college curricula, fostering responsible citizenship and
electoral participation.

6. Turnout Implementation Plan: ECI’sTurnout Implementation Plan (T1P) targetsincreased voter
participation by focusing on specific Assembly Constituencieswith low turnout and encouraging
higher engagement nationwide.

7. Democracy Rooms. All CEOshave been asked to establish* Democracy Rooms' in senior secondary
schoolsto foster civic education and voter awareness among studentsthrough year-round SVEEP
activitiesand resources.

N C)
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8. Matdata Junction: The Election Commission’s Matdata Junction, ayear-long radio serieslaunched
on October 7, 2022, broadcasts across 230 AIR channelsin 23 languages to boost voter awareness
and combat apathy, with anew version, Matdata Junction 2.0, planned for the 2024 General Elections.

9. Bloe-Patrika: TheBLO e-Patrikaisadigital periodical that enhances communication with Booth
Level Officers(BLOs) by sharing updates, challenges, and success stories, and isdistributed via
WhatsApp and the BLO Appin local languages.

10. ECI isnow on WhatsApp! ECI isnow on WhatsA pp to provide accurate updates and information,
leveraging the platform for extensive outreach and encouraging BLOs to use it for voter
communication.

11. Pocket Voter Guide: ECI’s pocket-sized Voter Guide provides essential election information,
including contact details, polling station locations, and i dentification requirements, making it easy for
votersto accesskey details.

(17) International engagementsof ECI during 2023

() ECI hosted the 2" I nter national Conference on ‘Use of Technology and Elections
Integrity’ asthelead for the Cohort on ‘Election Integrity’ during 23 - 24 January,
2023 at New Delhi, ECI hosted two significant international Conferences as part of its
|eadership rolein the Cohort on Election I ntegrity, which followed the Summit for Democracy’
held in December 2021.
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2nd International Conference on *Use of Technology and Elections I ntegrity’ : Held
during January 23-24, 2023, at New Delhi, this conference was the second in a series of
three conferences organized by ECI. It wasinaugurated by Chief Election Commissioner
Shri Rajiv Kumar and the then Election Commissioners Shri Anup Chandra Pandey and
Shri Arun Goel. The Conference focused on theimpact of new media, particularly social
media, on Election Management Bodies (EMBS). Participantsincluded delegatesfrom 16
countries, including heads or deputy heads of nine EMBSs, aswell asrepresentativesfrom
International IDEA and IFES, and diplomatsfrom eight foreign missionsin New Delhi.
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(i) ECI hosted the 3" I nter national Conferencein virtual modeon ‘I nclusive Elections
and Elections I ntegrity’ asthe lead for the Cohort on ‘Election Integrity’ on Sth
March, 2023in Bangalore.

3rd International Conference on ‘Inclusive Elections and Elections I ntegrity’:
Conducted virtually on March 9, 2023, from Bangal ore, this Conference was part of the
Cohort'seffortsto enhance el ection integrity. It followed thefirst Conference held on October
31 - November 1, 2022, in New Delhi, which focused on the role and capacity of EMBs
andincluded nearly 50 representativesfrom 11 countries. 3 conference continued discussions
on ensuring inclusivity and integrity in elections, furthering international collaboration and
best practicesin election management.

usive Elections an €ctions
lections Integrity

Under the wegis of "d}‘.ﬁ'ﬁ
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(i)  Commission’s|nternational Visitsand MoUs

° Kazakhstan: Shri Arun Goel, the then Election Commissioner, visited Kazakhstan asan
international observer for the elections of deputies of the Mazhilisand Madlikhatson March
19, 2023.

° Bhutan: Shri Ragjiv Kumar, CEC, visited for bilateral discussions with the Election
Commission of Bhutan and interacted with the NRI community and embassy officia s about
voter enrollment and ETPBS.
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° Netherlands: Shri Rgjiv Kumar, CEC, interacted with the NRI community and embassy
officialsinthe Hague on July 13, 2023.

° CogtaRica: An ECI delegation led by Shri Rgjiv Kumar, CEC, visited San Josefor bilateral
meetingswith Costa Rica's Supreme Electoral Court (TSE) during July 7-8, 2023.

° Colombia: Thedelegation led by the CEC participated in the 11" Executive Board meeting
of A-WEB on July 12, 2023.
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° Uzbekistan: Shri Anup Chandra Pandey, the then EC, participated as an international
observer during the early Presidential Electionson July 9, 2023.

" % 5 L & i _— Ly
° Brazil: Shri Arun Godl, thethen EC, attended an event on “ Preserving Information I ntegrity
and Public Trust in Elections’ from August 14-15, 2023.

° Maldives: Shri Arun Goel, thethen EC, observed the Presidential Elections on September
9, 2023.

° Mauritius: Shri Rajiv Kumar, CEC led delegation visited Mauritius to strengthen
collaboration between ECI and EC-Mauritius.
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° Republic of Korea: Shri Anup Chandra Pandey, EC and Shri Dharmendra Sharma, Sr
DEC attended an international Conference on A-WEB'’s 10" Anniversary and interacted
with embassy officialsand NRI representatives on October 12, 2023.

N C)
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Seychelles: Shri Rajiv Kumar, CEC signed an MoU on Electoral Cooperation with Mr.
Danny Lucas, Chairman of the Electoral Commission of Seychelles, on September 26, 2023.

Panama: An MoU on Electora Cooperation wassigned with Panamaby Shri Rgjiv Kumar,
CEC and Mr. Alfredo JuncaWendehak, President, during avisit on July 5-6, 2023.

5. LEGISLATIVEIII SECTION

(1) LEGISLATION IN CONCURRENT LIST

As per the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961, the following subjectswhich fall
under List 111 - Concurrent List of the Seventh Schedul e to the Constitution have been allocated to this
Department asregardslegidation only: —

@

@

()
©
©
©
()
W)

marriage and divorce, infants and minors, adoption, wills, intestate and succession, joint
family and partition;

transfer of property other than agricultural land (excluding benami transactions, registration
of deeds and documents);

contracts, but not including thoserelating to agricultural land;
actionablewrongs,

trustsand trustees, administrators - General and Official Trustees;
evidence and oaths;

civil procedureincluding limitation and arbitration;

charitable and religious endowments and religiousingtitutions.

)
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2 REPORTSOFTHE LAW COMMISSION OF INDIA

Reportsof the Law Commission of India(LCI) on certain subjectsmentioned in List [11-Concurrent List of
the Seventh Scheduleto the Congtitution, with which this Department is concerned are being examined and
proposed for L egid ation/Amendment after consultation with the concerned Ministries'Departments of Central
Government, State Governments/ Union territories are accordingly mooted.

3 JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE ON OFFICESOF PROFIT

The Joint Committee on Offices of Profit (JCOP), whichis constituted during the tenure of each Lok Sabha
(sincethe Second L ok Sabha), undertakesthe work of continuous scrutiny in respect of nature, character
and composition of Officesof Profit, statutory and non-statutory bodies under the Government of Indiaor
any State Government with aview to recommend to the Government of Indiafor amending the Scheduleto
the Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) Act, 1959. The L egidative Department examinesreferences
for the Secretariat of JCOP asto whether certain offices come within the premises of “ Office of Profit”.
During the period from 1st January, 2023, to 31st March, 2024, we examined 2 such references and
tendered evidence before JCOP in such matters based on which JCOP finalised their reports.

4 PETITIONSAND OTHER COURT CASES RELATING TO PERSONAL LAWS AND
OTHER SUBJECTS

The Legidative Department, being in-charge of personal laws (asregards|egidation) and mattersrelating to
List I11- Concurrent List of the Seventh Schedul e to the Constitution, such as, the Contract Act, 1872, the
EvidenceAct, 1872, the Indian Trust Act, 1882, the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, the Partition Act,
1893, the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, the Limitation Act, 1963, the Parliament (Prevention of
Disgualification) Act, 1959 etc.; and handled various petitions and other court casesin the Supreme Court
and various High Courts. During the period from 1st January, 2023, to 31st March, 2024, 62 fresh cases
have been received. Parawise comments, counter affidavits and appropriate instructions, asthe case may
be, have been prepared and conveyed to the Government Counsel.

5) STATELEGISLATIVEPROPOSALS

L egidative proposals enacted by the State L egid aturesrelating to the subjects all ocated to this Department
which require assent of the President by virtue of the provisionsof clause (2) of article 254 of the Constitution,
arescrutinised in the Department.

During the period from 1st January, 2023 to 31st March, 2024, fifty seven referencesrelating to State Bills/
Ordinances have been scrutinised.

6. INSTITUTEOFLEGISLATIVEDRAFTINGAND REASEARCH (ILDR)

Thelngtitute of Legidative Drafting and Research (ILDR) was setup in January, 1989 under the aegisof the
L egidative Department, Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of Indiato scale up the capabilitiesand
availability of trained Legidative Counsel to deal with legislative proposals. Sinceitsinception, ILDR has
beenimparting theoretica, clinical, practical knowledgeaswell asoffsitetraining in Legidative Drafting and
Researchto officersof Centra Government Departments, State Government/Union territory Administrations,
publicinstitutionsand government bodies.

N C)
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TheInstitute of Legislative Drafting and Research has been awarded Certificate of Registration for their
Quality Management System that compliesto the requirement of the standard | SO 9001:2015.

ILDR Courselnitiatives/functions:
A. Training programmeand Capacity Building:

()] Appreciation Course: - The Appreciation Coursein Legislative Drafting isof fifteen days
duration for middlelevd officersof Central Government Ministries'Departments/Attached/
Subordinate Officesand Central Public Sector Undertakings. So far 25 A ppreciation Courses
in Legislative Drafting have been completed and 444 officers of different Ministries/
Departments have been benefitted.

24th Appreciation Course was held from 21.02.2023 to 07.03.2023 wherein 20 officers
attended the said programme. Whereas, 25th Appreciation Course was conducted from
12.02.2024 to 23.02.2024, wherein 38 officers attended the programme.

(i) Basic Course: - The Basic Coursein Legidlative Drafting is of three months duration and
meant for themiddlelevel officersof the State Governments/Union territory Administrations.
So far 33 Basic Coursesin Legidlative Drafting have been completed and 418 officers of
different State Governments/Union territory Administrations have been benefitted.

33rd Basic Course was held from 03.07.2023 to 27.09.2023 wherein 11 officers attended
the said programme.

(i) Structured Course: - A course on Legidative Drafting is structured specifically for officers
on request from Central Government Departments, State Government/Union territory
Administrations, Public Institutions and Government bodies. The venue, duration, faculty
and course modul e for such structured courseisdrawn up and finalised separately on each
such Course.

L ectureswereddlivered by Dr. Manoj Kumar, Additional Secretary and Shri Diwakar Singh,
thethen Joint Secretary & Legidative Counsel at La Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration, Mussoorie on 19th March, 2024.

Dr. K.V. Kumar, Additional Legislative Counsel and Smt. Akali V. Konghay, Additional
Legidlative Counsel imparted 3 daystraining programme from 19.03.2024 to 21.03.2024
on‘LegidativeDrafting’ a Thiruvananthapuram for the officers of Government of Kerala.

(iv)  Lecture, Workshop or Training Session: - A Lecture, Workshop or Training Session on
Legidative Drafting isstructured specifically for officerson request from Central Government
Departments, State Government/Union territory Administrations, Public Institutions and
Government bodies. The venue, duration, faculty and topic for a L ecture, Workshop or
Training Session isdrawn up and finalised separately on each such Session. ILDR may
undertake a L ecture, Workshop or Training Session a ongwith any other institution or law
schools.

V) Conference, Seminars and Webinarsfor Legisative Department:- ILDR concelvesand
executes conferences, seminarsand webinarson varioustopicsfor the L egidative Department
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alongwith the concerned section(s) and administrative support teams of the Legislative
Department, Ministry of Law & Justice of the Government of India. The venue, duration,
resource persons and topic for each conference, seminar or webinar isdrawn up and finalised
separately on each such conferences, seminars and webinars.

B. I nter nship/Fellowships & Resear ch Initiatives:

0] Internship/Fellowship: - The ILDR offers Internship/Fellowship to deserving candidatesto
motivate, createinterest inlegidative drafting skills and secure knowledge about the nature
and working of the Legislative Department. ILDR selects candidates for internships/
fellowships on need based basis. The candidates selected for Internship/Fellowship shall
not be entitled for any remuneration and will be subject to code of conduct and confidentiality
of Legidative Department.

Sofar 437 studentsfrom different law colleges have been benefitted by the Internship Scheme.

(i) Research Initiatives: - ILDR undertakes Research Initiatives for Central Government
Departments, State Government/Union territory Administrations, public institutions and
government bodies. For this purpose, ILDR also undertakes Research Initiative alongwith
any other ingtitution or law schools on need based basisin the areas of :

a sociolegal study and field research;
b) publication of papers, journals and research reports;
C) application of lawsin the various phases of social economic and political life;

d) methods and methodol ogy of research in the context of legal science, legal system
and law reforms;

€) creating resource pools, research labs and sharing of resources on aneed to need
basis.
C. L egal literacy and awar enessinitiatives:

ILDR supportsand undertakes L egal awarenessinitiatives aongwith institutions, bar associations
and law schoolsincluding workshops, symposiums, lecture series, nukkad natak’s, stageplay, training
programs, workshops, seminars, community haltsand other social servicesinitiatives, etc.

(6.1) E-GOVERNANCEINITIATIVES
Secur e, Scalable and Sugamya (Accessible) website:

The Legidative Department haslaunched its official website which ispowered by S3WaaS, acloud service
developed for Government entitiesto generate Secure, Scalable and Sugamya (Accessible) websites. The
Standardisation Testing and Quality Certification Directorate, Ministry of Electronicsand Information
Technology hasverified and provided Website Quality Certificate, certifying that this Department’ swebsite
fulfilsthe Website Quality Certification Scheme Quality Level 1. Thesaid websiteis Guidelinesfor Indian
Government Webstes (GIGW) compliant, visually impaired friendly and would enable usersto easily navigate
and search for the content they arelooking for.

I C)
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I mplementation of e-OfficeLite:

Implementation of e-Office(Lite), aspart of good governance and being animportant Mission Mode Projects
of the Government, has been made operationa inthe L egidative Department in coordination with the National
Informatics Centre (NIC).

Cyber Security Instructionstothwart any possible cyber attack in the L egislative Department:

Compliance of E-Governance Policy under Information Technology in coordination with National Informatics
Centreto counter cyber threats are done periodically. The Cyber Security Instructions as provided by the
Government from timeto timeto senstizethe officersand staff of the L egidative Department on the continuing
threst of datapilferage, hacking and similar cyber attacks by non-State entities have a so been circul ated for
strict adherencein order to thwart any possible cyber attack and secure the Department'swebsiteaswell as
any datapilferage.

1. RIGHT TO INFORMATION (RTI)APPLICATIONS

Consequent upon the enactment of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (22 of 2005), the Legislative
Department constituted aRight to Information Cell with effect from the 12th August, 2005 with oneAppdllate
Officer, one Central Public Information Officer and one Central Assistant Public Information Officer. At
present Shri Udaya Kumara, Additional Secretary, Shri P.C. Meena, Director and Shri Navneet Kumar,
Section Officer arefunctioning asthe Appellate Authority, Central Public Information Officer and the Central
Assistant Public Information Officer respectively. This Department haslaunched a separate webpage under
the caption “Right to Information” on the Department’ s officia website and maximum information pertaining
to this Department have been disseminated thereinin consonance with the provisonsof the Right to Information
Act, 2005 so asto ensure the object of proactive disclosure of information envisaged under the saild Act.
Further, contact E-mail addresses have been created in coordination with the NIC Cell for Appellate Authority
and Centra Public Information Officer of this Department, so asto makethis Department’ s official website
more user friendly for the public to utilize the provisions of the said Act. The contact e-mail address of the
Appellate Authority isaa-rti-legis@nic.in and that of the Central Public Information Officer iscpio-rti-
legis@nic.in.

Keeping inview, thevarious provisionsof RTI Act, 2005, the applicationsreceived from the applicantsare
thoroughly examined and the available information collected from the concerned administrative units of the
Legislative Department is provided to the applicants. Also, the applicationswhich contain the subject
matter pertaining to other Ministries/Departments of the center Government are promptly transferred to the
concerned Ministries/Departmentsin the center consonance with the relevant provision of the said Act.
Further, in case of First appeal's, the same are independently examined by the Appellate Authority and
disposed of within the prescribed timelimit. During theyear (1st January, 2023 to 31st March, 2024) One
thousand six hundred and six (1606) applications seeking information under the said Act werereceived,
which were promptly attended as per the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005 and the rules
made thereunder. Eighty-five (85) first appealswere preferred before the Appel late Authority out of which
58 (fifty-eight) cases were duly disposed off on merits during the period of 1st January, 2023 to 31st
March, 2024.
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8. CORRECTION SECTIONAND INDIA CODE UPDATION UNIT
MAINTENANCE OF CENTRALAND STATEACTS

The Correction Section is responsible for maintenance and updation of the Central legislations, Orders
issued under the Constitution of India, Central Ordinances, Regulations promulgated by the President’s
under article 240 of the Constitution, Acts and compilation of State Actsfor the use of officersin the
Ministry of Law and Justice. This Section maintains master copiesof the IndiaCode, which containsunreped ed
Central Actsand actsasareferencefor the Minister-in-charge, officersinthe Ministry of Law and Justice
(Legidative Department and Department of Lega Affairs) and the Law Officersof the Government of India.

These are valuable reference books and are al so used for publishing the revised editions of Acts by the
Central Government. Thework of updating of Central Actsisan ongoing process and the enforced Central

Actsof year 2024 have been updated in the master copy of the IndiaCode. A List of Central Acts, arranged
both al phabetically and chronologically, has a so been updated on the official website of the Legisative
Department at www.legidative.gov.in under the heading *“ Documents” , after each Session of Parliament.

Inthe year 2023-2024, this Section has downloaded Gazette copies of sixty-three Acts of Parliament
(including Two FinanceActs and ten Appropriation Acts), one Constitution Amendment Act, namely the
Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth Amendment) Act, 2023 and one Central Ordinance and four
Regulationsfrom the official website of the Directorate of Printing, Department of Publication at http://
www.egazette.nic.in. This Section has prepared afolder of Central Acts passed by the Parliament in the
year 2023-2024 and incorporated amendments of 28 amending Actsin the master copies of the principal
Acts. The details of Acts, Ordinances and Regulations downloaded are asfollows:

Central Acts:
A. Principal Actsdownloaded in theyear 2023 (excluding Appropriation Actsand Finance
Act):
1 The MaritimeAnti-Piracy Act, 2022 (3 of 2023)
2. The National Dental Commission Act, 2023 (21 of 2023)
3. The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 (22 of 2023)
4, The Anusandhan National Research Foundation Act, 2023 (25 of 2023)
5. The National Nursing and Midwifery CommissionAct, 2023 (26 of 2023)
6. The Inter-Services Organisations (Command, Control and Discipline) Act, 2023 (28 of
2023)
7. The Mediation Act, 2023 (32 of 2023)

8. The Repealing and Amending Act, 2023 (37 of 2023)
9. The Post Office Act,2023(43 of 2023)

10.  TheTelecommunicationsAct, 2023 (44 of 2023)

1. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023)
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12. The BharatiyaNagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023)

13. The Bharatiya SakshyaAdhiniyam, 2023 (47 of 2023)

14.  TheProvisiona Collection of TaxesAct, 2023 (50 of 2023)

15.  ThePressand Registration of PeriodicalsAct, 2023 (51 of 2023)
*The Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth Amendment) Act, 2023.

B. Amendment Actsdownloaded in theyear 2023:

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Second Amendment) Act, 2022 (1 of 2023)
The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Fourth Amendment) Act, 2022 (2 of 2023)
The Competition (Amendment) Act, 2023 (9 of 2023)

The Biological Diversity (Amendment) Act, 2023 (10 of 2023)

The Multi-Sate Co-operative Societies (Amendment) Act, 2023 (11 of 2023)

The Cinematograph (Amendment) Act, 2023 (12 of 2023)

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Orders (Amendment) Act, 2023 (13 of 2023)

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Orders (Second Amendment) Act, 2023 (14 of
2023)

0. The Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act, 2023 (15 of 2023)
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10.  The Minesand Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023 (16 of
2023)

1. The Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023 (17
of 2023)

12.  The Jan Vishwas (Amendment and Provisions) Act, 2023 (18 of 2023)

13.  The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Act, 2023 (19
of 2023)

14.  The Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Act, 2023 (20 of 2023)

15.  Thelndian Institutes of Management (Amendment) Act, 2023 (23 of 2023)

16.  The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Orders (Amendment) Act, 2023 (24 of 2023)
17.  The Coastal Aquaculture Authority (Amendment) Act, 2023 (27 of 2023)

18.  The Pharmacy (Amendment) Act, 2023(29 of 2023)

19.  The Central Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Act, 2023 (30 of 2023)

20.  The Integrated Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Act, 2023 (31 of 2023)

21.  The Advocates (Amendment) Act, 2023 (33 of 2023)
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22.  The Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Amendment) Act, 2023 (34 of 2023)

23. The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Act, 2023 (35 of 2023)

24.  The Central Universities (Amendment) Act, 2023 (36 of 2023)

25.  TheJammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Second Amendment) Act, 2023 (38 of 2023)
26.  TheGovernment of Union Territories (Amendment) Act, 2023 (39 of 2023)

27.  TheNationa Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Specia Provisions) Second Amendment Act,
2023 (42 of 2023)

28.  TheCentral Goodsand Services Tax (Second Amendment) Act, 2023 (48 of 2023)
Ordinancedownloaded in theyear 2023:

1. The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Ordinance, 2023 (1
of 2023)

Regulationsdownloaded in year 2023:

1 TheLaccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi |19 and Revenue and Tenancy (Amendment) Regulation,
2023 (1 of 2023)

2. TheAndaman and Nicobar |slands Tenancy Regulation, 2023(2 of 2023)
3. The Dadraand Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu Tenancy Regulation, 2023(3 of 2023)
4, The Lakshadweep Tenancy Regulation, 2023(4 of 2023)

A. Principal Actsdownloaded in theyear 2024 (excluding Appropriation Actsand Finance
Act):

1 The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 (1 of 2024)
B. Amendment Actsdownloaded in theyear 2024

1 The Jammu and Kashmir Local Bodies Laws (Amendment) Act, 2024 (2 of 2024)

2. The Constitution (Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Tribes Order (Amendment) Act, 2024
(3 of 2024)

3. The Constitution (Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Castes Order (Amendment) Act, 2024(4
of 2024)

4, TheWater (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Act, 2024 (5 of 2024)

5. The Constitution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Act, 2024
(6 of 2024)

6. The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Act, 2024 (7 of 2024)

Consequent to publication of the Gazette notification of the enforcement of theamending Actsof Parliament,
the amendments have been carried out in the master copies of 28 principal Acts. During the year 2023-
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2024, the Acts which have been brought into force by the respective administrative Ministries, the date of
enforcement and their notification numbers have been entered at the rel evant places of master copiesof the
Acts.

SateActs:

During theyear 2023-2024, this Section hasreceived atotal of 60 State Actsfrom 7 States, namely Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, and 5
Ordinancesfrom 2 States, namely Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. All StateActsand Ordinances have
been kept in foldersand entriesmadein theregisters.

IndiaCodeUpdation Unit

Each year number of |legidations (both principal Actsand amending Acts) are passed by thelegidatureand
itisdifficult for judges, lawyersaswaell ascitizensto refer relevant and up- to-date Actswhen required. This
can be solved by building up an exclusiverepository of all theActsand amendmentsin oneplacewhichis
opento al. A need has been felt for the devel opment of building up Central repository of all the Actsand
their subordinate legislations (made from time to time) at one place which are easily accessibleto all
stakeholderswith aview to make such laws available in up-to-date form when required by public, lavyers,
judges, etc., and to avoid private publishers from exploiting the general public with enormous prices by
claiming published updated laws astheir copyrighted work. Infact, thisisthe most vital reason why India
Code has been made available over Internet. Keeping all these aspectsin view, India Code Information
System (ICI1S), aone stop digital repository of all the Central and State L egidlations

including their respective subordinate | egid ations has been devel oped with the hel p of NIC under the guidance
of Ministry of Law and Justice (L egidative Department). It isanimportant step in ensuring legal empowerment
of al citizensaswell asrealising the objective of ONE NATION —-ONE PLATFORM.

SALIENT FEATURES:

Themain object of this Systemisto provide aone stop repository of al theActsand LegidationsinIndiain
the latest and updated format as and when required by the general public, lawyers, judges and all other
interested parties. With the help of this System, not only the procedures of |ocating the rel evant precedents
and amendments has been highly smplified but retrieval of any Central or State Act of one'sinterestinan
up-to-date form has been made user-friendly and accessible. A mobile application has a so been devel oped
through which such information is accessi ble on mobile from anywhere. This System has promoted public
knowledge on al laws madein Indiaand has hel ped as effective information management to support the
work of the administrative authoritiesand provision of ready accesstoit by the publicindigital form.

Thisrepository consistsof all the Central Acts (existing and repealed) and State Acts. Itisacentral database
repository which containsall lawvsmadein India. Asand when any new Acts, anendmentsto existingActs
are passed by Parliament and State L egidative Assembly and subordinate | egidations are made, respective
authority has been provided with thefacility to upload on central repository.

Under ICIS, indiacode.nic.in website has been devel oped which consists of al Central aswell as State Acts
along with their Subordinate Legidations. All Central Actsand State Actsare providing the detailsrelating
to Sections, Schedules, Short titles, Enactment Dates and also very significant Foot-Notesin every Act.
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Sear ch facility hasbeen made available on thefollowing fields:
ActYear
Act Number

Enactment Date

1

2.

3.

4. Short Title
5. Ministry
6.

Department
Afree‘ Text Search’ isalso available.

MAJOR e-GOVERNANCE INITIATIVES

Asan ongoing process of updating and uploading of Central Actson the IndiaCode website, 885 Central
Acts have been updated and uploaded; 8 spent Acts and 4058 repealed Acts were also uploaded. On the
directionsof the Hon' ble High Court of Delhi, the Hindi version of 654 Central Acts have been updated and
uploaded on the portal. The Registration of Electors Rules, 1960 and the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961
of TheManual of Election LawsVoal-I1 have been updated and uploaded on the portd . The State amendments
inthe Central Acts have also been updated and uploaded on the portal . Asfar as updating and upl oading of
subordinate | egidations are concerned, al the administrative Ministries and Departmentsin the Government
of Indiahave been requested to make availabl e the updated versions and many Ministries/Departments
have compl eted the upl oading of their subordinate legidations.

ThelClSisamagor e-Governanceinitiative containing al existing Central and State Actsof country having
largest democracy at one place. Therefore, availableActsarereferred nationally aswell asinternationally
by Law makers, Judiciary, Academicians, Law Students, etc. Thus, web portal isaccessed globally. The
| CIS preventsthe monopoly of private publisherswho may claim copyrightsof their publication.

10. PRINTING SECTION

ThePrinting Sectionsof the Legidative Department, namely, Printing | and Printing 11, undertakethe processing
of legidation for printing at various stages. These two Sections handle thework relating to the editing of
manuscriptsof the Bills[including preparation of Arrangement of Clauses (A.O.C) and Annexures, wherever
required], Ordinances, Regulations, Adaptation Orders, Ordersissued under the Constitution of India,
Delimitation Orders and other statutory instruments before sending them to Press. The Printing Sections
check the proofs of the Bills, etc., at multiple stages and after approval, the same are sent to the Legidative
| Section, which forwards them to L ok Sabha/Rajya Sabha Secretariat for printing of * To beintroduced in
Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha' stage copies. TheBills, which are required to be introduced at a short notice are
also got printed by the Printing Sections on behalf of the Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha Secretariat. Subsequently,
the printed copies of the Billsare examined at various stages, namely, ‘ To beintroduced’ stage, ‘ As passed
by the Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha' stage, ‘ As passed by the Houses of Parliament’ stage, ‘ Assent copy’ stage,
‘Signature copy’ stage and at last, after assent of the President, the Act is prepared and processed for
publicationin the Official Gazette. Immediately, after the publication of the Act in the Gazette of India,
Printing Sections scrutinisethe Act and publish corrigenda, if required.
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2. Besidesthe aforesaid works, Printing Sections al so perform the work relating to proof reading of
the Constitution of Indiaand vetting of the other Central Actswith the updated official recordsfor uploading
on India Code website and other publication purposes.

3. New process of preparing CameraReady Copy (CRC) of all Government Billsby Printing Section
has been implemented in this Department since Budget Session-2024 of Parliament. Inthis, Printing Sections
had to prepare the draft Government Bills as provided by draftsperson into afinal standardized and ready
to print format. Earlier, CRC of Government Billswere used to be prepared by Government of IndiaPress
(Minto Road) at every stage of Parliamentary L egislative process. After thorough research and training,
Printing Sections have successfully implemented the process which reduced the steps of getting the proofs
of Bills printed multiple timeswhich resultsinto less paper usage, less movement and handling of Bills
between Press and Printing Sections diminishing chances of error, providing moretime for scrutiny and
proof reading of Bill in section itself, and enabling this Department of more efficient use of human and
machineresources.

4, During the period from 1st January, 2023 to 31st March, 2024 the Printing | and Printing 11 Sections
have performed the following tasks, namely: —

@ edited manuscripts, checked the proofs and scrutinized copies of 104 Bills, 1 Ordinance and 4
Presidential Regulations, and published -——-64 -Acts, 1 Ordinance and 4 Presidential Regulations
inthe Gazette of Indig;

(b) vetted of 109 Acts consisting of 2253 pageswith official recordsfor uploading on the IndiaCode
website and 39 Acts consisting of 1996 pagesfor other publication purposes; and

(© prepared CRC copiesfor 49 Government Billsand processed for onward transmission to Parliament.
11. GENERAL STATUTORY RULESAND ORDERS(GSRO) SECTION

@ G.S.R.O Sectionisareference Section which maintainsrules, regul ations, orders etc. made under
theActs enacted by the Parliament and al so uploaded on the website of IndiaCode portal. The subordinate
legislations, namely, general statutory rules, regulations, orders, notifications etc. under an enactment is
prepared and issued by the Ministry or Department which isadministratively concerned with the respective
Act, after getting them gpproved and vetted by the L egidative Department. Pursuant to the recommendations
of the Parliamentary Committee on Subordinate L egislation, the administrative Ministriesare required to
upload all statutory rules, regulations, orders, notifications etc. framed by them in their website and India
Code portal and update the status on e-Samiksha Portal .

2 Further, this Section has been collecting and compiling reports on rules, regulations, statutes and
ordinancesframed under the Acts of Parliament from the administering MinistriesDepartmentsfor the Acts
administered by them and submitting aQuarterly Report to the Cabinet Secretariat.

3 This Section providesinformation on Gazette notificationsto all the officers of this Department as
well as other Departments/Ministries, as and when necessary. Also, the Section has been maintaining
registerswith datarelating to Part-11, Section 3, Sub-sections (i) and (ii) of various Ordinary and Extraordinary
Gazette notifications.

4 Apart from dealing with various recei pts pertaining to Parliament Questions and related Reports,
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this Section has also been dealing with correspondences on fulfilment of Parliament Assurances such as
seeking necessary inputs/requisiteinformation from various Ministries Departments of the Government of
India, compiling Reports based on availableinformation, seeking extension of time from Committee on
Government Assurances of Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha Secretariat towardsfulfilment of these Assurancesand
submission of Implementation Report thereof. Also, timely monitoring of the OAMS (Online Assurance
Monitoring System) portal regarding transfer of Assurances and CPGRAM S portal isundertaken.

12. INTEGRATED FINANCE AND BUDGET ANDACCOUNTSSECTION (IFD)

The Integrated Finance and Budget & Accounts Section isresponsiblefor thework relating to preparation
of Budget Estimatesand Revised Estimatesfor al the three Departments of the Ministry of Law and Justice,
namely, Department of Lega Affairs, Legidative Department and Department of Justice. Further, thework
relating to finalisation of Budget, Pre-Budget Discussion and seeking supplementary/ additional fundsare
also looked after by this Section. The preparation of the Detailed Demandsfor Grants of thewhole Ministry
and compiling of Demandsfor Grantsin respect of Election Commission of Indiaand Supreme Court of
India, isalso done by Budget & Accounts Section. Apart from this, the Section isalso dealing with the
proposalswhichinvolvefinancial implicationsfor concurrence of Financial Advisor and wherever specific
opinionisrequired to betaken from the Ministry of Finance, the sameisalso processed before forwarding
to Ministry of Finance. Thework relating to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Demandsfor Grantsfor
the Ministry of Law and Justiceisalso co-ordinated by this Section.

2 IFand B& A Sectionisalso responsiblefor thework relating to release of fundsto the States/Union
territories (having Legidatures) on account of Election related expenditure.

13. PUBLICATION SECTION

Publication Section brings out, from time-to-time, latest editions of the Central Actsand other important
publicationslike Constitution of India, Manual of Election Law, Ordersissued under the Constitution of
India, Index to Statutory Definitionsand Annua Volume of theActsof Parliament, etc. for dissemination of
genera public.

2 During the year 2023-2024, the Publications Section compiled and scrutinized the Constitution of
India (English version) incorporating the latest amendmentsincluding the Constitution (One Hundred and
Sixth Amendment) Act, 2023, along with the footnotes. The updated version has been made available on
theofficid webste https://legidative.gov.in/congtitution-of-indial of thisDepartment. Further, the manuscript
for the latest edition 2024 of the Constitution of Indiawas prepared and forwarded to the Official Language
Wing for publicationindiglot edition (English and Hindh).

3 Thelatest edition of the Manual of Election Law, 2024 duly incorporating the latest amendments
was published in diglot form by this Department in March, 2024.

4 The Publications Section prepares the manuscripts (English version) of the Central Actsduly
incorporating the latest amendmentswhich arethen forwarded to the Officia Language Wing for publication
inbilingual version. During the year 2023-2024, manuscripts of thefollowing Central Actswere prepared,
namely :-

1. The Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (49 of 1988).
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The Protection of Children from Sexual OffencesAct, 2012 (32 of 2012).
Indian Contract Act, 1872 (9 of 1872)

ThelIndian EvidenceAct, 1872 (1 of 1872).

The Fatal AccidentsAct, 1855 (13 of 1855).

The Official LanguagesAct, 1963 (19 of 1963).
The General ClausesAct, 1897 (10 of 1897).

1

2

3

5

5. The Societies Registration Act, 1860 (21 of 1860).

6

7

8 The Press and Registration of BooksAct, 1867 (25 of 1867).
9

Thelndian TrustsAct, 1882 (2 of 1882).
10. TheDivorceAct, 1869 (4 of 1869).
11. The Special MarriageAct, 1954 (43 of 1954).
12. The Right to Information Act, 2005 (22 of 2005).
14. THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE SECTION

The Official Language Section of the L egislative Department is administratively responsible for the
implementation of the Official Language Policy of the Union of India; the Official LanguageAct, 1963 and
the Official Language Rules, 1976. This Section isalso responsiblefor increasing the progressive use of
Hindi for official purposes of the Union of Indiain addition to trand ation work from English to Hindi and
vice-versa

(@) I mplementation of the Constitutional and other provisionsof the Official L anguage Policy.

During the period from 01st January, 2023 to 31st March, 2024 the L egislative Department has taken the
following stepsto implement the Official Language Policy indl itsmanifestations:-

As per the provisions of the Official Language Rules 1976, at present, more than 90.80%, 82.18% and
68.23% letterstoregions‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘' C’ are being sent in Hindi respectively. Constant effortsare being
made to achieve the targets stipulated in the Annual Programme issued by the Department of Official
Language, Ministry of HomeAffairs. Therepliesto theletters, applications, representations etc. receivedin
Hindi are being sent invariably in Hindi. The samereceived in English are also being answered in Hindi as
per the Officia Language Policy. All the Resolutions, Genera Orders, Rules, Notifications, Administrative
Reports, other Reports, Contracts, Notices and the Documentsto be laid before the Parliament are prepared
and issued bilingually as per sub-section(3) of section 3 of the Official LanguageAct, 1963 .

L egidative Department wasnotified on 29thApril, 1979 under sub-rule (4) of rule 10 of the Official Language
Rules, 1976 for conducting the official businessin Hindi. The officers and employeeswho are proficient in
Hindi have been directed to submit the draftsetc. only in Hindi. For this purpose, 17 sectionsout of 31 have
been specified to transact the official work in Hindi under sub-rule (4) of rule 8 of the Official Language
Rules, 1976.
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()] TheQuarterly ProgressReportsfor the Progressive Use of Official Language Hindi:

The Quarterly Progress Reportsof Hindi areregularly sent to the Department of Official Language, Ministry
of HomeAffairs. Through these Reports, position of employeesregarding Hindi training and their overall
work in Hindi isreflected and it is ensured that the percentage of correspondence aswell as noting and
drafting in Hindi increases as per the Annual Programmeissued by the Department of Official Language,
Ministry of HomeAffairs.

3 M eetings of the Official Language | mplementation Committee:

An Official Language | mplementation Committee has been constituted in this Department under the
Chairmanship of Joint Secretary and L egislative Counsel. The meeting of this Committeeisheld oncein
every three monthsregularly to assessthe progressive use of Hindi for official purposes. The agendaand
minutes of these meetings are sent to the Department of Official Language, Ministry of HomeAffairs. The
minutes are also circulated to all the officers and Sections of the Department for compliance. Thefirst,
second and third meetings of this committee were held on 31.03.2023, 23.06.2023 and 29.09.2023
respectively. This Committee provides effective meansto identify problems and suggeststhe solutionswith
regard to the progressive use of Hindi. In the meetings of this Committee, the Annual Programmeissued by
the Department of Official Language, Ministry of HomeAffairsfor transacting the official work of the Union
inHindi, isalso discussed and every effort is made to achieve the prescribed targetstherein. The orders,
circulars, directives, notifications, resol utions, recommendations etc. regarding theimplementation of Officia
Language Policy of the Union of Indiaare also discussed in these meetings.

4 TheHindi Advisory Committee of theMinistry.

Asper the guidelinesissued by the Department of Official Language, Ministry of HomeAffairs, the Hindi
Advisory Committee of the Ministry was constituted on 4thAugust, 1967 under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble
Minister for Law and Justice. This Committee hasjointly been constituted for Department of Legal Affairs
and L egid ative Department. The Committee comprises Hon' ble Members of Parliament, nominated by
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairsand the Committee of Parliament on Official Language, the nominees of
KendriyaSachivaayaHindi Parished, nomineesof prominent All IndiaHindi Voluntary Organizations, nominees
of theMinistry of Law and Justice and those of Department of Official Language asnon-official members.
The Secretaries, Additional Secretaries and the concerned Joint Secretaries of the Department of Legal
Affairs, Legislative Department and Department of Official Language are the official members of this
Committee.

5) Hindi Training:

This Department nominatesits officersemployeesfor the varioustraining courses of Hindi conducted by
Hindi Teaching Scheme, Department of Officia Language, Ministry of HomeAffairs. These Hindi Language
Coursesare Prabodh, Praveen and Pragya. Therearetraining coursesfor Hindi typing and Hindi Shorthand
also. The nomination to these Hindi coursesisacontinuous process asthe officers/employees get recruited,
promoted and transferred on regular basis.

(6) Hindi Pakhwada:

A ‘Hindi Pakhwada from 14th September to 29th September, 2023 was organized in this Department.
Various Hindi competitions were held during this period and alarge number of officers and employees



’ Annual Report 2023-2024

participated in these competitions. Out of these, two competitions were organized exclusively for non-
Hindi speaking personnel. A total amount of Rs.88,300/- has been sanctioned as prize money for thewinners
of the competitions.

15. I nter national Co-oper ation Section

To carry forward the Vision, Mission and Objective of the L egidative Department at international level, the
following key areas have been identified for deliberation, research and training with several countries.—

I Legidative Drafting-emerging chalenges,

I Legidative DraftingandArtificial Intelligence (Al);
ii. Legidative Drafting and Accessto Law;

iii. Legidative Drafting and Rule of Law;

V. Simplification of Laws,

V. Useof smplelanguagein Legidative Drafting.

Various Memorandum of Understandings, Protocols and Agreementswere entered by the Ministry of Law
and Justice, with the Governments of Russian Federation, Turkey, Qatar, Uzbekistan and United Kingdom,
inter alia, on mutual assistancein the drafting of legid ations, exchange of information on drafting of laws,
law-making process and to promote meetings, holding and organising symposiums, conferences and joint
courses, etc.

It isthe endeavor of the Legidative Department to continue deliberations, research and training jointly by
the Indiaand other countriesfor mutual benefit in dispensation of justice and rule of law in addition to
capacity building in respective countries.

16. SOCIAL MEDIAUNIT

The Legidative Department isaservice-oriented Department to cater the needs of Ministries/Departments
inthe Government of Indiain drafting L egidation and examinations of subordinatelegidation. All proposals
areconfidential in nature and all policiesbelong to the concerned Ministry/ Department. This Department
does not administer any citizen-centric schemes or programs. However, important events, policiesand
programswere disseminated on Social Media. The Social MediaUnit of the Legidative Department plays
apivotal role in enhancing outreach, engagement, and communication with the general public and other
stakeholders. The Unit undertakes the work related to posting of important events, days of national and
international importance and other relevant festivalsand events on various social mediaplatformsviz. X,
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, etc. of the Ministry on behalf of the Legidative Department. The Unitis
involved in content creation, platform management and engagement strategiesfor social media.

During the said period, the Social MediaUnit has made significant stridesin improving the Department's
online presence, engagement, and communication effectiveness. The Unit created three new posts and
reposted five posts of dignitaries. The Unit also prepared a Social MediaCalendar on ayearly basisand
updated the same on amonthly basis.
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17. OFFICIAL LANGUAGESWING

Introduction —Official LanguagesWing of Legid ative Department cameinto existenceintheyear 1976 as
asuccessor Organisation of the Official Languages (L egislative) Commission asapart of Legislative
Department. Functionswhich were being discharged by the Official Languages (L egidlative) Commission,
entrusted to thisWing with effect from the 1st October, 1976.

@ Functions
It has been entrusted with the following functions :-

() Preparation and publication of astandard legal terminology for use, asfar aspossible, inall
Officid Languages,

(i) Preparation of authoritativetextsin Hindi of al Central Actsand Ordinancesand Regulations
promulgated by the President;

(i) Preparation of authoritativetextsin Hindi of al Rules, Regulations and Orders made by the
Central Government under any Central Act or any Ordinance or Regulation promulgated by
the President;

(iv)  Preparation of authoritative texts of all Central Acts and Ordinances and Regulations
promulgated by the President in the respective Official Languagesof the Statesand to arrange
for thetrandation of all Acts passed and Ordinances promulgated in any Stateinto Hindi, if
thetextsof such Actsor Ordinancesarein alanguage other than Hindi; and

) Preparation of Hindi texts of deeds, legal documents like contracts, agreements, |eases,
bonds, mortgagesetc. of different Departments;

(vi)  Preparation of Hindi texts of statutory Rulesissued by Governments of States under
Presdential Rule;

(vii)  Preparation of Hindi textsof al the Parliament Questions/Answers, Assurances etc, relating
tothe Ministry of Law and Justice;

(viii)  Trainingin Legidative Draftingin Hindi to Officersfrom Hindi speaking States,

(ixX)  Work relating to Coordination Committee of Hindi speaking Statesfor ensuring  effective
coordination in the evolution of uniform legal phraseology and mode! of standard clausesin
Hindi and publication thereof;

(9] Work relating to Hindi Salahkar Samiti of the Ministry of Law and Justice;

(xi)  Work relating to providing Grants-in-Aid to voluntary organisationsfor promotion of Officia
Languagesinthefield of law;

(xi))  Publication of diglot editions of Central Acts (with legidative history) and popularisation
thereof;

(xiit)  Preparation and maintenance of IndiaCodein Hindi (Bharat Sanhita) and also in diglot
form; and
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(xiv)  Publication of regional language versions of the Constitution of Indiaand their release.

(xv)  Toperform such other dutiesasmay beassigned to it by the Government of Indiafromtime
totime.

(2) LEGAL GLOSSARY

Sincetheinception of Officid Languages (Legidative) Commissonin 1961, seven editionsof Legal Glossary
have been brought out and every successive editionislarger in size. Whilethefirst edition (1970) contained
20,000 entries, the sixth edition (2001) of Legal Glossary contained approximately 63,000 entries spread
over in eight parts. Latest 7th Edition of Legal Glossary has been published in the year 2015 and contained
approximately 65,000 entries spread over in seven parts. The Legal Glossary brought out by the Official
LanguagesWing, whichisone of themost important and prestigious publications, hasreceived wide acclaim
by discerning men of law and letters. The publication of 8th version of Legal Glossary isunder process.

3 CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

The authoritative text of the Constitution of Indiahave been brought out in 17 other regional languages,
namely, Assamese, Bengali, Dogri, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Manipuri, Odia, Punjabi,
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Sindhi, Nepali and Konkani, in addition to Hindi (the Officia Language of the
Union).

4 BHARAT SANHITA

All the Central Actshave been compiled and brought out in the form of IndiaCodein handy volumes. The
last edition of India Code was published in 1959. Action has already been initiated for bringing out Bharat
Sanhita (Revised Edition of IndiaCode) in diglot form in chronological order.

Oneof the salient features of the Codeisthat the statement of objects and reasons appended to the principal
Billshave a so been added at the end of each Act and included in therevised edition of IndiaCode. Volume
| to XXXI of therevised edition of IndiaCode have aready been published and manuscripts of the India
Code Volume XX XI1 and XX XI11 have been sent to Press.

5) PREPARATIONAND PUBLICATION OFAUTHORITATIVETEXTSOFCENTRALACTS

During the period under report, authoritative texts of 31 Central Acts have been published in the Official
Gazette under section 5 (1)(a) of the Official LanguagesActs, 1963.

(6) PUBLICATION OFDIGLOT EDITIONSOFCENTRALACTS

Central Acts, for which thereislikelihood of public demand, are published by the Official LanguagesWing
indiglot form. When thereisapublic demand for aparticular Act, the sameispublished in diglot form (Hindi
& English) for saleto genera public.

(7 AUTHORISED HINDI TEXT OF BILLS, ORDINANCES, ETC.

Asper Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961 gpart from several other works, thework
related to Preparation of authoritative textsin Hindi of all Central Actsand of Ordinances promulgated and
Regulations made by the President and of al rules, regulations and orders made by the Central Government
under suchActs, Ordinances and Regulationsisalso allocated to legidative Department. Thiswork isbeing
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handled by Official LanguagesWing. During the period under report —

()] Bills/ Cabinet Notes/ Acts - 83 Bills were handled by this Wing and prepared Hindi
version of the Billsto belaid before the Houses of Parliament. In addition, Hindi version of
7 Notesfor Cabinet, 57 Actsand 1 Ordinance, were also prepared by thisWing.

(i) Notifications/ Recruitment Rules/ Regulations/ Parliament Questions/ Statutory
Rules Etc.- References are received in thisWing for preparation of General Statutory
Rules, Notifications, Recruitment Rules etc from various Ministries/Departments for
subordinate legislation. During the period under report following work was accomplished
by thisWing in different Sections-

@ 1126 proposa srelating to preparation of Hindi verson of statutory rules/notifications
etc. werereceived from different Ministries/Departments of the Central Government.

(b) 495 proposalsrelating to preparation of Hindi version of Recruitment Ruleswere
recelved from different Ministries/Departments of the Central Government.

(© During the period under report, Hindi versions of various Parliament Questions
answersg/Assurances of thisMinistry were also prepared on priority basis.

8) MAINTENANCE OF CENTRALACTS, Etc.

The Correction Section of the Officia LanguagesWingisprimarily concerned with maintaining and updating
the Hindi text of the Central Legidations passed by the Parliament and inforce. It also kegps Constitution of
Indiaand Manual of Election Lawsup-to-date. The Sectionisresponsiblefor carrying out the amendments
made by the amending Acts passed by the Parliament in the Master Folders of Central Acts.

Besides, it a so prepares the manuscripts of Hindi text of the Central Acts proposed to be published in diglot
form. During theyear the Hindi text the manuscript of Manual of Election Lawswas prepared in conformity
with the manuscript of English text thereof in the wake of General Election-2024. Hindi Manuscript of
Congtitution of Indiain conformity with the manuscript of English text thereof has a so been prepared and
finalized for publication.

During the year, since August, 2023, the Correction Section has started to upload the Hindi texts of un-
repealed Central Actsin the India Code portal maintained by the L egislative Department alongside the
Englishtextsof repective Central Act. Thisprocessisbeing donein coordination withtheNationd Informatics
Centre. At present, Hindi texts of about 654 Central Acts have been uploaded in said India Code portal.
Thisisan on-going and continuous process and the A cts uploaded therein are al so made up-to-date by
incorporating the amendmentsin the respectiveAct(s), if any.

©) EDITING OF MANUSCRIPTSOFBILLS ACTS, ORDINANCES, DIGLOT EDITIONS,
ETC.AND PUBLICATION THEREOF

The Printing Section of the Official LanguagesWing isprimarily concerned with the editing of manuscripts
and checking of proofsof Bills, Ordinances, Regulations, President'sActs etc; issued under the Constitution
of India, Delimitation of Council Constituenciesorders, etc; Bills, which arerequired to beintroducedina
short time, are also printed on behalf of the Houses of People or the Council of States. Editing and Proof-
checking of the publication in diglot form of the Constitution of India, Manual of Election Law, revised
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Edition of IndiaCode, modified diglot edition of Central Acts, statutory Rulesand Orders, Annual Reports
etc. arealso doneinthis Section. This Sectionisal so responsiblefor the printing and publication of Central
Acts, Ordinances, Regulations, President'sAct, etc; and their subsequent reprintsin diglot form as publication
for sale. This Section discharged all itsresponsibilities during the year under review. The Printing Section of
the Official LanguagesWing isa so performing the duties of the publication Section. During the period under
report, 31 Actswere authenticated.

(100 PREPARATIONAND PUBLICATION OF STANDARD LEGAL DOCUMENTS

Section 3 (3)(iii) of the Official LanguagesAct, 1963 requiresthat both Hindi and English Languagesare
to be used for agreements, contracts, | eases, bonds, tenders etc., issued by or on behalf of the Central
Government. or any Ministry, Department or office thereof. In order to comply with the requirement of the
said Act, the Official LanguagesWing has prepared Hindi version of the documentsin eight volumesfor
various Ministries and Departments of the Central Government with aview to achieve uniformity intheir
trandation.

(11) PROMOTINGTHEINDIANLANGUAGESINTHE SPHERE OF LAW

TheOfficia LanguagesWing, Regiona Languages Unit isconstantly doing thework of trand ation of Central
Actsinto Hindi as enshrined in the Eighth Schedul e to the Constitution of India. So far asthe regional
languages are concerned, thiswork is being done with the co-operation of respective State Governments.

The Official Languages Wing has a so published the authoritative texts of Central Actsin regional languages
asenvisaged under section 2 of the Authoritative Texts (Central Laws) Act, 1973 (50 of 1973). During the
period under report, translation of 47 Central Acts have been approved by the Working Group (Regional
Languages) and 83 Central Actsin Regional Languages including Hindi have been authenticated as
authoritative texts by the President of India. Besidesthe A uthoritative texts of the Constitution of Indiain
addition to Hindi, it has been brought out in 17 regional languages, namely, Assamese, Bengali, Dogri,
Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Manipuri, Odiya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Sindhi,
Nepali and Konkani.

Further, it may be mentioned that during the period under report 73 Central Actsfrom various Regional
Languagesand also thefirst Edition of the Constitution of Indiain Dogri language and the Constitution 106th
Amendment Act, 2023 in Malayalam and Marathi languages have a so uploaded in our officia website.

(12) WIDEDISTRIBUTION OFCENTRALACTS,LEGAL GLOSSARY ETC.

Theinformation regarding publication of e-gazette copies of Central Acts have been supplied to various
State Governmentsfor trand ation into their respective regional languages. The Constitution of Indiaand
Lega Glossary aso have been distributed into the L ok Sabhaand Rajya Sabhaand all the Ministriesto the
Government of India.

(13) WORK RELATINGTOTHEHINDI SALAHKAR SAMITI

TheHindi Salahkar Samiti of thisMinistry isconstituted vide Resolution No. E.4(1)/2019-O.L.(L.D.) dated
11th May, 2023 for three years. The functions of the Samiti are normally to advise the Central Government
on matter relating to :-
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()] preparation of Hindi version of Central Actsand statutory rules;
()] the evolution of common legal terminology ;

(i) the production of standard law booksin Hindi for imparting legal educationinHindi inlaw
collegesand Universities;

(i) publication of law journalsand reportsin Hindi ;
(iv)  mattersancillary and incidental to any of the aboveitems; and

) suggest ways and meansfor the propagation and development of Hindi inthefield of law for
officid use.

(14) GRANTSINAID TOVOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS

Thereisaschemefor the promotion of Official Languages of the Union and Statesfor propagation and
development of Hindi and other Indian languagesinthefied of law. Under the scheme, Voluntary Organisations
andinditutionsare provided with financia aid. Since 1985, the Officia L anguages\Wing hasbeenimplementing
thisschemeto givefinancia assistanceto those voluntary organisationswhich are engaged in the activities
for development and propagation of literaturein thefield of law and other regional languageswhich could be
intheform of proposed commentaries, treatises, books on legal subjects, law journals, law compendium
and other publications as are conducive to enrichment, propagation and devel opment of Hindi and other
regional languages of the State. A High Powered Committee has been constituted w.e.f. 23rd November,
2022 for three years under the Chairmanship of Justice Dr. Satish Chandra (Retd.) Judge of High Court of
Allahabad. Other members of the Committee are Dr. Vaibhav Goel, Prof., Sardar Patel Subharti Institute of
Law (Faculty of Law), Meerut, Uttar Pradesh and Shri K.G Aggarwal, Advocate, Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi.

(15) SPECIAL STEPSADOPTED FOR THE PROGRESSIVE USE OF OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

The material and information pertaining to Official Languages Wing has been hosted on the website with
http://legidative.gov.inasURL. Apart fromthis, theimportant Actsof Parliament in variousregiona languages
have also been hosted under the respective languages on the website of this Department. In order to
facilitate printing of various Bills, Notifications, Orders, Recruitment Rulesetc. the O.L. Wing has started
using the Unicode fonts and provides soft copies of the Hindi Textsto the concerned Ministries/Departments
etc.

The Constitution of India, the Manual of Election Lawsand Incometax Act have already been hosted on
website of this Department. Thiswebsite has been further enriched by listing central enactmentsfrom the
Year 18380 2018, Principal aswell asamending Acts along with someimportant legislations have also
been uploaded on the web site of this Department in O.L.Wing Home page in PDF format for the benefit of
legal fraternity and general public aswell asthelaw students.

During the period under report, Bill Section, Translation-1 Section, Trandation-11 Section, Legidative- I,
Legidative-1 Section, Printing Section, Correction Section, Administration Section, Cash Section and Library
of O.L. Wingwerefully computerized. The Camera Ready copiesof al the Billswere prepared during the
period under report. For ease of working, the O.L. Wing has started using Mangal font which hasuniversal
functiondity inHindi Language.

—C)



’ Annual Report 2023-2024

The E-Officeisbeing implementedin O.L. Wing for files pertaining to Administration and Cash Sections.

The Legal Glossary which has been hosted on the home page has been replaced with searchable PDF
format for itswide spread and user friendly use.

An updated list of Names, Addresses, e-mail address and Contact Numbersof all the Group ‘A’ officers of
the O.L. Wingin English and Hindi has also been hosted on the home page of this Department’swebsite.

The Schemefor Assistance to Voluntary Organisations for promotion of Official Languages of the Union
and the Statesin thefield of Law has also been hosted on this Department’ swebsite.

All the sections of O.L. Wing have been computerized and equipped to use Hindi aswell asEnglishfor data
processing. O.L. Wingismaking effortsto digitalize all itsrecord to reduce carbon foot printsand reduce
dependency on physical files.

18.  VIDHI SAHITYAPRAKASHAN

Intheyear 1958, the Committee of Parliament on Officia Languagesrecommended that arrangementsbe
made to bring out authorised trand ation of the judgements of Supreme Court of Indiaand High Courtsand
thiswork be entrusted to a Central Office under the supervision of Law Department. Thereafter, on the
recommendationsof theHindi Advisory Committee, a“ Journa Wing” wasset up inthe L egidative Department
in the year 1968 with the object of promoting use of Hindi in thelegal field. This*Journal Wing” was
subsequently named as“VIDHI SAHITYA PRAKASHAN".

Initially, trandation of judgements of Supreme Court from English to Hindi and making of short summary
and headnotes thereof was started and the same was published in amonthly Hindi publication of reportable
judgements of the Supreme Court in April, 1968 and was named “ Uchchatama Nyayalaya Nirnaya Petrika’ .
Another monthly publication containing judgements of the High Courtswas started in January, 1969 and
was named “ UchchaNayayalayaNirnayaPatrika” . Intheyear 1987 “UchchaNyayalaya NirnayaPatrika’

was bifurcated into two Nirnaya Patrikasi.e. “UchchaNyayalaya Civil NirnayaPatrika” and “Uchcha
NyayaayaDandik NirnayaPatrika’.

Apart fromthe publication of the abovesaid three NirnayaPatrikas, Vidhi SahityaPrakashanisalsoresponsble
for following works, namely:—

@ Publication of law text booksin Hindi asreference booksfor the benefit of lawyers, jurists,
law students, litigantsand publicin generd;

(b) Sale of Hindi Law Text Books and diglot edition of Central Acts, Election Manual,
Congtitution of Indiaand Legal Glossary etc.; and

(© Holding conferences, seminars and book exhibitions and sale countersin District Courts,
High Courtsand Law Collagesall over Indiafor promotion and propagation of Hindi inthe
legd fidd.

Digitization: Vidhi Sahitya Prakashan has made available NirnayaPatrikasin PDF format (since 2012) at
http://legidative.gov.in/vidhi-sahityafor the benefit of lawyers, jurists, law students, litigantsand publicin
general. Nirnaya Patrikas have al so been standardized with international Standard Serial number (ISSN).

)
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Saleand Online sae of Law Publications and Payment Gateway: Aspart of ease of doing businessinitiative,
Hindi Law Journals, Hindi Law Text Books, Diglot Edition of Central Acts, Constitution of India, Election
Manual and Legal Glossary etc. have been made availablefor online sale on https://bharatkosh.gov.in/
Product/Product/ on digital payment basis. These publications are a so availablefor sale at the sale counter
of Vidhi Sahitya Prakashan, situate at IL1 Building, First Floor, Bhagwan Das Road, New Delhi-110001.
Exhibition-cum-sale counters are a so organized for sale of these publicationsall over Indiain the campuses
of Districts Courts, High Courtsand Law Collages. During the period from 1st Aril, 2023 to 31th March,
2024, total sale of these publicationsisRs. 8,13,390/-.

Achievements:

0] As per recommendations of Parliamentary Committee on Officia Language and orders of
Hon’ ble President of Indiaand vision of Hon' ble Prime Minister, Vidhi Sahitya Prakashan
hasmade available Hindi Version of about 10,000 judgements (originally passed by Hon' ble
Supreme Court in English) to Hon' ble Supreme Court alongwith head notes, short summary
and Index of Cases and consented for uploading the same on their e-SCR Portal (https.//
main.sci.gov.in) and made the same available to the Lawyers, Jurists, Law Studentsand
Litigants etc. Vidhi Sahitya Prakashan has a so consented to provide Hindi Version of the
judgements, passed by Hon' ble Supreme Court of Indiain English, in future for uploading
ontheir e-SCR Portal for the benefit of Lawyers, Jurists, Law Studentsand Litigants.

(in) Vidhi Sahitya Prakashan has achieved its core objective of providing judgements of Hon'ble
Supreme Court and various High Courtsto thelitigantsand publicin their own languagei.e.
Officid Language Hindi under theofficia language policy of the Union, mandate of Condtitution
of India, recommendations of Parliamentary Committee on Official Language, Orders of
Hon'’ ble President of Indiaand vision of Hon’ ble Prime Minister.

19.  TheChief Election Commissoner and Other Election Commissoner s(Appointment, Conditions
of Serviceand Term of Office) Act, 2023

TheAct has been brought into the force with effect from 2nd January, 2024 to regul ate the A ppointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office of the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners, the procedure for transaction of business by the Election Commission and for matters
connected herewith or incidental thereto.

Asper theAct, appointment of thefollowing Election Commissioners have been made with effect from 15th
March, 2024.-

@ Shri Gyanesh Kumar
()] Shri Sukhbir Singh Sandhu

20. RESERVATION FOR THE SCHEDULED CASTES, SCHEDULED TRIBES, OTHER
BACKWARD CLASSES, EX-SERVICEMENAND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PERSONSIN
SERVICE POSTS.

Officers of the level of Deputy Secretary/Director are functioning as Liaison Officers for the three
AdminisgtrativeWingsof the Legidative Department, viz., Legidative Department (Main), Officia Languages

—C)
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Wing and Vidhi SahityaPrakashan to oversee theimplementation of Orders/Instructions of the Government
on reservation for the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, Ex-servicemen and
Physically Handicapped personsin service/postsin respective units.

A Statement showing thetotal number of employeesin the Department (Main), Official Languages
Wing and Vidhi SahityaPrakashan and number of employees bel onging to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, Other Backward Classes, Ex-servicemen and Physically handicapped persons and thefemale
employees amongst them ason 31.03.2024 isenclosed as Annexure-VI1 and Annexure-VI11.

21. CELEBRATION OF SWACHHATA PAKHAWADAAND OTHERACTIVITIES:

This Department has organi sed cel ebration of Swachhata Pakhawda, 2023 as per Swachhata Calendar,
Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, International YogaDay, International
Women's Day, celebration of Run for Unity/Rashtriya Ektadivas under the Azadi KaAmrit Mahotsav from
time to time. The Department has also celebrated Special Campaign 3.0 as per DAPARG guidelines.
(Annexure-1X)

22. PUBLIC GRIEVANCES

During the period from 1st January, 2023 to 31st March, 2024, L egislative Department received 1574
public grievances on CPGRAM S portal. Further 67 public grievances were pending before 1st January,
2023. During the said period 1614 grievances have been disposed of and action isbeing taken for disposal
of remaining grievanceson priority basis.
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[ ORGANISATION CHART OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT- V5P & OL WING ]
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ANNEXURE-VII
(See Chapter- 1, Para 20)

STATEMENT SHOWING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF GOVERNMENT SERVANTSAND THE
NUMBER OF SCHEDULED CASTES, SCHEDULED TRIBES, OTHER BACKWARD
CLASSES, EX-SERVICEMEN AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED AMONGST THEM AS
ON 31*MARCH, 2024.

Group [No.of SC | % ST | % OBC % Bx % Physically [ %
Employees Service- Handi-
men capped
A |8 o7 [875% | B 10% 19 2375% |- - 4 5%
B |0 17 |1888% | (B 333% |19 2065% |- - 1 1.11%
C [1o07 5 [2336% | O7 654% |20 1869% |1 0.93% -
Total [277 49 |17.68% | 18 | 6.49% | 58 20.93% |1 0.36% 5 1.80%
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ANNEXURE-VIII
(See Chapter- 1, Para 20)

REPRESENTATION OF FEMALE EMPLOYEESIN THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT AS
ON 31*MARCH, 2024.

GROUP Total No. of No. of Female Per centage(%)
Employees Employees
Group ‘A’ 80 21 26.25%
Group ‘B’ 90 21 23.33%
Group‘'C’ 107 18 16.82%
Total:- 277 60 21.66%
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ANNEXURE-I X
(SeeChapter- 11, Para21)

TECURE E11E |
< FSMERT OF Mk
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CHAPTER-II
DEPARTMENT OFJUSTICE

1. ORGANISATIONAND FUNCTIONS:

The Department of Justice forms part of the Ministry of Law and Justice. It isheaded by the
Minister of State (Independent Charge), Law and Justice. The Secretariat is headed by
Secretary (Justice). The organizational setup includes4 Joint Secretaries, 8 Deputy Secretaries/Directors
and 11 Under Secretaries. The sanctioned strength of the Department of Justiceis 102, out of which, 44
postsarelying vacant. Out of 58 in-position incumbents, 09 women officers/officialsareworkinginthis
Department. The Organizational Chart of the Department of Justiceisat Annexure-l.

1.1 Asperthe Government of India(Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961, (as amended from timeto
time), the subjects handled by the Department of Justice, inter-alia, include thefollowing:

I. Appointment, resignation and removal of the Chief Justice of Indiaand Judges of the Supreme
Court of Indig; their sdlaries, rightsin respect of leave of absence (including leave dlowance),
pensionsand travelling allowances.

. Appointment, resignation and removal etc. of Chief Justice and Judges of High Courtsin
States; their salaries, rightsin respect of |eave of absence (including leave allowances),
pensionsand travelling allowances,

iii. Appointment of Judicia Commissionersand Judicia Officersin Union Territories,

(VA Constitution and organization (excluding jurisdiction and powers) of the Supreme Court
(but including contempt of such Court) and the feestaken therein;

V. Constitution and organi zation of the High Courts and the Courts of Judicial Commissioners
except provisions asto officers and servants of these courts;

Vi. Adminigtration of justice and constitution and organi zation of courtsin the Union Territories
and feestaken in such courts,;

Vii. Courtsfeesand Stamp dutiesin the Union Territories;
viii. ~ Creation of All IndiaJudicia Service;

iX. Conditions of service of District Judges and other Members of Higher Judicial Service of
Union Territories,

X. Extension of the Jurisdiction of aHigh Court to aUnion Territory or exclusion of aUnion
Territory from the Jurisdiction of aHigh Court;

Xi. Legal Aidto the poor;
Xil. Administration of Justice; and
xiii.  Accessto Justice, Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms;
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2. APPOINTMENTSAND TRANSFER OF JUDGES
21 SUPREME COURT OFINDIA:

Ason 31.03.2024, the Supreme Court wasworking at itsfull strength of 34 Judgesincluding 03 women
Judges. During the period 01.01.2023 to 31.03.2024, 15 Judges were appointed to the Supreme Court.

2.2 HIGH COURTS:

()] Ason 31.03.2024, the Sanctioned Strength of Judgesin the High Courtswas 1114 against
which 787 Judgeswereworking with 327 vacancies. 115 recommendationsfor appointment
of Judges received from various High Court Collegiums were under process with the
Government and the Supreme Court Collegium. Recommendations against remaining 212
postswere yet to be received from High Court Collegiums.

(i) During the period 01.01.2023 to 31.03.2024, 120 fresh appointments of Judgeswere made
inthe High Courtsand 111 Additional Judges were appointed as Permanent Judges. 03
Additional Judgeswere given afresh term. Further, appointment of 30 Chief Justices of
High Courtswere also made. 37 Judges of High Courtsweretransferred from one High
Court to another.

@iy  TheJudgestrength of Gauhati High Court was enhanced by 06 thusincreasing the approved
Judge Strength in the Gauhati High Court from 24 to 30 Judges.

3.  FAMILY COURTS:

0] The Family Court Act, 1984 provides for establishment of Family Courts by the State
Governments in consultation with the High Courts concerned with aview to promote
conciliation and secure speedy settlement of disputesrelating to marriage and family affairs
and for matters connected therewith. Under section 3(1)(a) of the Family CourtsAct, itis
mandatory for the State Governmentsto set up aFamily Court for every areain the state
comprising acity or atown whose popul ation exceeds one million. In other areas of the
State, Family Courts may be set up if the State Government deemsit necessary.

() Themain objectivesfor setting up of Family Courtsareto create a Specialized Court to dedl
with family mattersexclusively through ingtituting amechanism for conciliation of thedisputes
relating to family expeditioudly, to provide an inexpensiveremedy and to haveflexibility and
aninformal atmospherein the conduct of proceedings.

(i) A schemeof central financial assistance was started in the year 2002-03 for setting up of
Family Courts. As per the Scheme, Central Government provided 50 percent of the cost of
construction of the building of the Family Court and residential accommaodation of the Judge
subject toaceiling of Rs. 10 lac asaone-time grant as Plan support and Rs. 5 lac annually
astherecurring cost under Non-Plan. The State Government isrequired to provide the
matching share. A grant of Rs. 11.50 Cr. wasreleased to the State Governmentstill the year
2012-13. The component provided for grant for construction of building of Family Courts
and residential accommaodeations of the Judges, has since been subsumed in the Centrally
Sponsored Schemefor Development of Infrastructure Facilitiesfor Judiciary. 826 Family
Courtswerefunctional in 28 States/UTs (ason 31.03.2024).
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4. FAST TRACK COURTS:

Fast Track Courts (FTCs) are set up by the State Governments as per their need and resourcesin consultation
with the High Courts concerned. The 14" Finance Commission recommended 1800 FTCsfor dealing
cases of heinous nature, casesrelated to women, children, senior citizen etc. and urged State Governments
to utilize enhanced fund made avail able through tax devol ution. Ason 31.03.2024, 850 FT Cswer efunctional
in 20 States.

5. SPECIAL COURTSFORTRIAL OF CRIMINAL CASESINVOLVINGELECTED MPSMLAs:

In compliance to Hon’ ble Supreme Court Judgment in Ashwini Kumar VsUol [WP(C) 699 of 2016], 10
Specia courts (02 Specid Courtsin Delhi and 01 each in the State of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal) are functional for expeditious
trial and disposal of criminal casesinvolving elected MPS/MLAS.

6. FAST TRACK SPECIAL COURTS:

6.1  Pursuant tothe Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2018, the Central Government isimplementing a
Centrally Sponsored Schemefor setting up of Fast Track Specid Courts (FTSCs) including exclusive
POCSO (e-POCSO0) Courts since October, 2019 for expeditious trial and disposal of pending
cases pertaining to Rape and Prevention of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Actinatime-
bound manner.

6.2  TheSchemewasinitially implemented for one year, which was extended upto March, 2023. The
Scheme has now been extended till 31.03.2026, at an outlay of Rs. 1952.23 cr. with Rs. 1207.24
cr. as Central Shareto beincurred from Nirbhaya Fund.

6.3  Aspertheinformation received from the High Courts, 754 FT SCsincluding 409 exclusve POCSO
Courtswerefunctional in 30 States/UTs. These courts had disposed off over 2,35,000 casesason
31.03.2024.

6.4  For operationalization of these FTSCs, during the period January-March, 2023, an amount of
Rs.12.9908 cr. and during the FY 2023-24, an amount of Rs.200.00 cr. had been released by this
Department.

7. NATIONAL JUDICIALACADEMY:

7.1  TheNational Judicial Academy (NJA), Bhopal isan autonomous body established in 1993 under
the Societies Registration Act, 1860. Thisindependent body functionswith its office at the Supreme
Court of Indiaand its campus at Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. Thisisan Apex body which imparts
judicial training to Judges/ Judicial Officersof the country and providesfacilitiesfor training of
ministerial officersworking inthe Supreme Court, study of court management and administration of
justicein the State/ Union Territories, organizing conferences, seminars, lecturesand research in
mattersrelating to court management and administration. The core objectives of the said Academy
have been to foster devel opment of nationa judiciary in the country and strengthen administration of
justice, judicial education, research and policy formulation.

7.2  TheHon ble Chief Justice of India(CJl) isthe Chairman of the General Body of the NJA aswell as
of the Governing Council of the Executive Committee and the Academic Council of NJA. The
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affairsof the Academy are managed by a Governing Council. The Academy isfully funded by the
Government of India. It hasaDirector asthe Principal Executive Officer. During the period January-
March, 2023, an amount of Rs.7.00 cr. and during the FY 2023-24 an amount of Rs.24.50 cr. had
been released to National Judicial Academy. NJA, Bhopal had conducted 22 programs during the
period January-March, 2023 and 85 programs during the FY 2023-24.

8. eCOURTSMISSION MODE PROJECT:

Aspart of the National e Governance Plan, the eCourt project isan integrated Mission Mode Project under
implementation since 2007 for the ICT development of the Indian Judiciary based on the* National Policy
and Action Plan for Implementation of Information and Communication Technology intheIndian Judiciary”.
The e-Court Integrated Mission Mode Project was launched with the objective of improving accessto
justice using technology. The Phase | of eCourtswas concluded in 2015 inwhich 14,249 Court siteswere
computerized. Phasell of the project started in 2015 with an outlay of Rs. 1,670 crores out of which asum
of Rs. 1668.43 crore has been released by the Government. Under thisambitious project, 18,735 District
& Subordinate courts have been computerised so far.

@ WideAreaNetwor k (WAN) Connectivity:

The WideAreaNetwork (WAN) Project under eCourts project isaimed at connecting all
District and Subordinate court complexes, spread across the country using various
technologieslike OFC (Optical Fiber Cable), RF (Radio Frequency), VSAT (Very Small
Aperture Terminal). So far, 2977 sites have been commissioned out of 2992 siteswith 10
Mbpsto 100 Mbps bandwidth speed (compl eting 99.4% sites). Thisformsthe backbone
for the eCourts project ensuring data connectivity in courts acrossthe length and breadth of
the country.

Many courts under the eCourts project arelocated in far flung areas, termed as Technically
Not Feasible (TNF) sitesare being connected using every possible alternative meanslike
OFC (Optical Fiber Cable), RF (Radio Frequency), VSAT (Very Small Aperture Terminal),
Submarine cabl e etc.

(b) Caselnformation System:

Case Information Software (C1S) which formsthe basisfor the eCourt servicesisbased on
customized Free and Open-Source Software (FOSS) which has been developed by NIC.
Currently, CIS National CoreVersion 3.2 isbeing implemented in District Courts and the
CISNational Core Version 1.0 isbeing implemented for the High Courts.

Every single case has been provided a Unique Identification codewhichiscalled CNR
number and QR Code. This hasled to the development of National Judicial Data Grid
(NJDG) asanew communication pipelinefor judicial datatransmission.

(© e-Court Services:

Aspart of eCourt project, 7 platforms have been created to provide real timeinformation
on case status, cause lists, judgements etc. to lawyerg/Litigantsthrough SM S Push and Pulll
(4,74,371 SMS sent daily), Email (6,06,818 sent daily as on 31% December 2023),
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multilingual and tactile eCourts services Portal (35 lakh hitsdaily), JSC (Judicial Service
centres) and Info Kiosks. In addition, Electronic Case Management Tools (ECMT) have
been created with eCourts Services Mobile App for litigant &lawyers (total 2.42 cr.
downloads as of 31st May 2024) and Justl S app for judges (19,893 downloads till 31st
May 2024). The JustlS MobileApp 2.0 isatool that judges can useto effectively manage
their courts and cases by keeping track of the casesthat are pending beforetheir court as
well asthe judgeswho work under them. Judges of the High Court and Supreme Court can
now monitor the status of every State and District that fallsunder their purview by using this
app, whichisalso made availableto them.

(d) National Serviceand Tracking of Electronic Processes:

National Service and Tracking of Electronic Processes (NSTEP) has been launched for
technol ogy enabled process serving and issuing of summons. A GPS enabled deviceisgiven
tothe Balliff for the service of summonsleading to greater transparency and speedy ddivery
of processes. It providesreal time status update of service of summons besidestracking of
geographical coordinates of the process server at thetime of serving. It has currently been
implemented in 28 High Courts.

(e National Judicial Data Grid:

Using NJDG devel oped under the eCourts Project, with el astic search technology, lawyers
and litigants can today access case statusinformation of 26.044 crore cases and more than
26.047 crore orders/judgments. Access has now been provided to data of al High Courts
and District Courtsin the country aswell asHon' ble Supreme Court of India. Thisisan
important tool to identify, manage and reduce case pendency. Recently afeaturefor showing
thereason for delay in disposal of the case has been added. In consonance with the National
Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy (NDSAP) announced by the Government of India,
Open Application Programming Interface (API) has been provided to the Central & State
Government to allow easy accessto the NJDG data using adepartmental 1D and access
key. Thiswill allow theingtitutional litigantsto accessthe NJDG datafor their evaluation and
monitoring purposes. To track casesrelated to land disputes, Land Records data of 26
States have been linked with NJDG.

)] Virtual Courts:

28 Virtual Courts have been set upin 21 States/ UTsviz. Delhi (2), Haryana, Chandigarh,
Gujarat (2), Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala (2), Maharashtra (2), Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Jammu and Kashmir (2), Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Megha aya, Himacha Pradesh, Uttarakhand
(2), Madhya Pradesh, Tripura, West Bengal and Rajasthan and Manipur (2) to try traffic
offences. Theconcept isaimed at reducing thefootfalsin the court by eiminating the presence
of theviolator or advocatein the court. Virtual court can be managed by avirtual judge
(whichisnot aperson but an algorithm) whose jurisdiction can be extended to the entire
state and working hours can be 24X7. Over 5.08 crore cases (5,08,99,608) have been
handled by 28 virtual courtsand in morethan 54 lakhs (54,72,772) cases online fine of
Rs.561.09 crores has been realised till 31.05.2024. In November 2020, Delhi High Court
hasissued “Digital NI Act Courts-Project Implementation Guidelines’ and set up 34 Digital
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Courtsdeding with Negotiable InstrumentsAct cases. Besides being paperless, such Courts
areenvironmentally friendly and have also led to saving of judicial manpower and added to
the convenience of the citizens.

(9@  VideoConferencing:

Video conferencing emerged as the mainstay of the Courts during the Covid lockdown
period as physical hearingsand normal court proceedingsin the congregational modewere
not possible. Since Covid lockdown started, the District & Subordinate courts heard
2,33,67,497 caseswhilethe High Courts heard 86,35, 710 cases (totalling 3.20 crores) till
31.05.2024 using video conferencing. only. The Supreme Court had nearly 7,54,443 hearings
from 23.03.2020 to 04.06.2024. Funds have been sanctioned for additional V C equipment
for 14,443 court rooms. Fundsfor setting up 2506 V C Cabins have been made available.
Additiona 1500V C Licenseshave been acquired. V C facilitiesare already enabled between
3240 court complexes and corresponding 1272 jails.

Live Streaming of court proceedings has been started in High Courts of Gujarat, Gauhati,
Orissa, Karnataka, Jharkhand, Patna, Madhya Pradesh, Uttrakhand & Congtitutional Bench
of Hon' ble Supreme Court of Indiathusallowing mediaand other interested personstojoin
the proceedings.

(h) e- Filing:

Anefiling system hasbeen rolled out for the e ectronic filing of legal papers. Thisallowsthe
lawyersto access and upload documentsrel ated to the casesfrom any location 24X 7 which
makes coming to the court for filing of papers unnecessary. Further the details of the case
entered in the e-Filing application are consumed in the CI S software and hence chances of
mistakes are minimized. Upgraded version 2.0 ismore user friendly and have upgraded
featureslike Advocates portfolio, Advocate clerk entry module, calendar and integration
with social mediaplatformsetc.

The new e-filing 3.0 Portal has been launched and can be accessed on https://
filing.ecourts.gov.in. Inthe new version, new tab is provided which alowsAdvocates and
litigantsto record their oath with in-system video recording while upl oading documents. The
new version has also provided new dashboard including the options of my partners, Case
Filing, Vakal atnama, pleading, e-payments, applicationsand portfolio. Help section provided
inthe new version providestutorial videos, FAQ and user manual. It aso provided optionto
litigant to send offer to the Advocates. The new portal a so providesthe option of indexing
of the documentsfor the Advocates. To promote e-Filing, all Central & State Government
departmentsincluding the PSUs have been requested to use efilingin all courts.

() eSewaKendras:

To makejustice ddlivery inclusive and to mitigate handicaps caused by digital divide, 1057
eSawaKendras have beenrolled out to provide citizen centric servicesto lawyersand litigants.

()] e-Payments:

e-Filing of casesrequiresfacilitiesfor e-Payments of Court Feeswhich includes court fees,
finesand penaltieswhich are directly payabl e to the Consolidated Fund. e-Filing of cases
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requiresfacilitiesfor e-Payments of court fees. Online payment of court fees, finesand
penalties has been initiated through https://pay.ecourts.gov.in. Introduction of electronic
collection of court feesand other civil payments requires appropriate amendmentsin the
existing Court FeesAct.

(k)  Judgment & Order Search Portal:

A “Judgment & Order Search’ portal has been inaugurated for the convenience of
stakeholdersin searching judgments easily. The new portal for judgments search isset to
provide arepository for Judgments and Final Orders of the High Courts. The * Judgment
Search’ segment could be reached at https://judgments.ecourts.gov.in, which encapsul ates
thefeatures such as search by Bench, Case Type, Case Number, Year, Petitioner/ Respondent
Name, Judge Name, Act, Section, Decision: From Date, To Date and Full Text Search.

()] Justice Clocks:

To make effective use of database created through National Judicial DataGrid (NJDG) and
to make the information available to public, LED Display Message Sign Board System
called Justice Clocks have been installed. The purpose of Justice Clock isto bring awareness
to the public about justice sector, advertising the various schemes of the department and to
give status of variousfieldsto the public, thereby providing information about disposal by
courts, various schemes and services offered in the court complexes and to give status of
variousfieldsto the public and other information through which the citizens can benefit.

Atotal of 39 Justice Clocksin 25 High Courts (Allahabad (Allahabad and L ucknow), Andhra
Pradesh, Bombay (4 benches), Calcutta, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Gauhati (4 benches- Arunachal

Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland, Assam), Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court (2 benches), Jharkhand, Karnataka (3 benches), Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh (3 benches), Madras (2 benches), Manipur, Meghaaya, Orissa, Patna, Punjab &

Haryana, Rgjasthan (2 benches), Sikkim, Telangana, Tripura, and Uttarakhand has already
beeningtalled. One Justice Clock isalsoinstalled at Department of Justice, Jaisalmer House.
Virtual Justice Clock isalso hosted on the portal of High Court, Hon’ ble Supreme Court of
Indiaand Department of Justice.

Virtua Justice Clock isan initiativeto exhibit vital statisticsof thejustice delivery system at
the Court level giving the details of the casesinstituted, cases disposed and pendency of
cases on day/week/month basis at the Court level. The effort isto make the functioning of
the courts accountabl e and transparent by sharing with the public the status of case disposals
by the court.

(m  1EC Campaign and eCourtsOutreach Activities:

A divyang friendly website devel oped on S3WaaS platform has been launched exclusively
for thee-Committee in 14 languages. Thiswebsite disseminatesthe e-Courts Project related
information to all stakeholders. Provision has been madefor the High Courtsto upload their
achievements and their best practices. The e committee website has also been linked to the
website of the DoJ.
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A Manual on e-Filing entitled as“ Step by Step Guidefor e-Filing” has been prepared and
made available on the e-Filing portal, in both English and Hindi, for use of advocatesand
litigants. It has also been released in 11 regional languages. The e-Committee, Supreme
Court of Indiahasissued user manual for e-Courts Services M obileApplication and upl oaded
it onthe official website of e-Committeein 14 languages namely English, Hindi, Bengali,

Assamese, Gujarati, Kannada, Khasi, Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil

and Telugu. A Brochurein English and Hindi on “How to register for e-Filing” hasbeen
made available on the e-Filing portal for the use of lawyersin 12 regiona languages. Aspart
of awareness campaign, a YouTube Channel has been created in the name of eCourts
Serviceswhere video tutorials on e-Filing have been made available for larger outreach to
stakeholders. To conduct awareness programmefor advocates on eFiling and ECMT tools
under eCourt Services, training of trainers has already been undertaken by eCommittee of
the Supreme Court at the National and Statelevel. 25 Master Trainershave beentrainedin
each High Court who in turn have aready trained 5409 Master Trainers acrossthe country.

These, 5409 Master Trainershavein turn imparted training programme on eCourt Services
and eFiling in each district of the country for advocatesin their regional languagesand also
identified Master Trainer Advocates.

The eCommittee of the Supreme Court of Indiahas conducted 392 trainings and awareness
programmes on the ICT services provided under the eCourts project, from May 2020 to
December 2023. These programmes have covered nearly 6,14,124 stakeholders.

(n) eCourtsPhaselll:

The Cabinet on 13.09.2023 has approved eCourts Phase-111 with abudgetary outlay of
Rs.7,210. Taking the gains of Phase-l and Phase-11 to the next level, the main objective of
the Phase-111 isto create aunified technol ogy platform for thejudiciary, which will provide
aseamless and paperlessinterface between the courts, the litigants and other stakehol ders.
The proposed timeframefor the Project isfour yearsstarting from 2023 onwards. It envisages
digitization of the court records, both legacy records and pending cases, state of theart and
latest Cloud based datarepository for easy retrieval; eSewaKendrasat al court complexes
across India; paperless courts; video conferencing facilitiesto be expanded to also cover
district hospitals; Live Streaming of court proceedings and expansion of the scope of Virtual
Courts. The project will help provide a smoother user experience by building a“smart”
ecosystem. Registrieswill have less dataentry and minimal file scrutiny facilitating better
decision-making and policy planning. The eCourts Phase-111 will thus proveto beagame
changer in ensuring ease of justice by making the Court experience convenient, inexpensive
and hasslefreeto al the citizens of the country.

Under eCourts Phase |11, out of Rs. 825 croresallotted in FY 23-24, highest ever funds
amounting to 805.57 Crorewerereleased in one singlefinancia year under the Project. The
fundswerereceived in the month of October’ 23 and expenditure of Rs 768.25 Cr (93.11%)
was made in the space of five months, which isthe highest under eCourts Project till date.

(0) Awar dsand Recognition:

o eCourts Project has been awarded the National e-Governance Award 2021-2022
in*Gold Category’ under the patronage of Department of Administrative Reforms
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and Public Grievances for its “Judgement and Search portal” ( https://
judgments.ecourts.gov.in).

. eCourts Project has been awarded Digital IndiaAward 2022 in Category- Digital
Empowerment of Citizens by Hon' ble President of Indiaunder the patronage of
Ministry of Electronicsand Information Technology, Government of Indiafor
Judgment Search Portal.

o eCommittee, Supreme Court of Indiahasbeen avarded nationa award for ingtitutions
engaged in empowering personswith disabilities, 2021 (Sarvshrestha Sugamya
Yatayatke Sadahan/ Soochana Evam Sanchar Prodyogiki) for making legal space
moreaccessible& inclusive.

. e-Courts Project has been awarded the National Award 2020-2021 in ‘Gold
Category | — Excellence in Government Process Re-engineering for Digital
Transformation’, under the patronage of Department of Administrative Reformsand
Public Grievancesfor exemplary implementation of e-governanceinitiatives.

o e-Courts services has been awarded the prestigious Digital India Award 2020
instituted under the aegis of the National Portal of Indiafor Excellencein Digital
governance.

o Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, Government of Indiahas

awarded the eCourts Project with the Gems of Digital IndiaAward 2018 (Jury’s
Choice) for excellencein e-Governance

o As per data published on Electronic Transaction Aggregation & AnalysisLayer
(eTaal) portal, eCourtsis one of theleading projectsamong top 5 MMPsin India
with total 446.41 Cr e-transactionsin last oneyear.

9. NATIONAL MISSION FOR JUSTICE DELIVERY AND LEGAL REFORMS:

9.1 Objectives: National Missionfor Justice Delivery and Legal reformswas set up in August, 2011
with the twin objectives of increasing access by reducing delays and arrearsin the system and
enhancing accountability through structural changes and by setting performance standards and
capacities. The Mission has been pursuing acoordinated approach for phased liquidation of arrears
and pendency injudicia administration, which, inter-alia, involves better infrastructure for courts
including computerization, increasein strength of subordinatejudiciary, policy and legidative measures
inthe areas proneto excessive litigation, re-engineering of court procedure for quick disposal of
cases and emphasi s on human resource devel opment.

9.2  Advisory Council

To adviseonthe goals, objectives and strategies of the National Mission and theAction Planand its
implementation, an Advisory Council has been constituted under the Chairmanship of Minister of
Law and Justice with wide ranging membership which include Minister of Statein the Ministry of
Home Affairs; Chairperson of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Personnel, Public Grievance, Law and Justice; Minister of Law & Courts, Andhra Pradesh; Minister
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of Law, Justice& Parliamentary Affairs, Jammu & Kashmir; Attorney Generd of India; Chairperson,
Law Commission of India; Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Secretary, Legidative Department;
Salicitor General of India; Secretary-General, Supreme Court of India; Director, National Judicial
Academy; and Chairman, Bar Council of India. Secretary, Department of Justiceisthe Convener of
theAdvisory Council. AnAction Plan of the National Mission wasformulated covering 5 strategic
initiativeswhich are reviewed by the Advisory Council of the National Mission from timeto time.
TheAdvisory Council meetsoncein six months. Eleven meetingsof theAdvisory Council havebeen
held sofar.

9.3 SubordinateJudiciary

As per the Congtitutional framework, the sel ection and appointment of judgesin subordinate courts
istheresponsibility of the High Courtsand State Governments concerned. As per information made
available by the High Courts on Department of Justice M1S portal, as on 31.03.2024, the sanctioned
strength of Judicia Officersin District and Subordinate Courtswas 25,504 as against the working
strength of 20,439 judicia officerswith 5,065 vacant posts. The sanctioned and working strength of
judicid officersin District and Subordinate Courts hasincreased by 5,986 and 5,324 judicial officers
respectively sinceyear 2014.

9.4 Pendencyin Courts

In pursuance of a Resolution passed in Chief Justices Conference held in April, 2015, Arrears
Committeeshave been set upinall 25 High Courtsto clear cases pending for morethan five years.
Arrears Committees have been set up under District courtsaswell.

The status of pendency of casesin various courtsin the country (ason 31.03.2024) isgiven below:

Supreme Court 80,194
High Courts 61,83,070
Digtrict and Subordinate Courts 4,42,76,365

Source : NJDG portal

The National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG), provides data on cases pending in the District Courts &
Subordinate Courts, High Courts and Supreme Court. NJDG has been appreciated and
acknowledged by the World Bank in the Ease of Doing Business Report, 2020 as an effective tool
for generation of Case Management Reports. Sincetheyear 2023, dataregarding the pendency of
casesin Supreme Court on real-timebasisisalso availableon NJDG.

9.5 Reformsunder Enforcing Contractslndicator of World Bank’sDoing Business Report:

The Doing Business Report (now discontinued and being replaced with the new B-Ready Framework)
wasthe flagship publication of the World Bank Group that benchmarked businessregulationsin 191
economies. The Doing Business Report measured regul ations that enhanced business activity and
thosethat constrained it. Department of Justice (DoJ) wasthe nodal department for the Enforcing
Contract indicator. The performance of any country on the “Enforcing Contracts’ indicator was
measured against the time taken for disposal of acommercial dispute; costsinvolved in resolving a
commercia dispute; thequality of judicial processesand good practicesfollowed by the commercial

courts.

)
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This Department had created a Task force under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Department of
Justice, with membersfrom the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
Department of Legal Affairs(DoLA), the High Courts of Delhi, Bombay, Karnatakaand Calcutta
and the Law Departments of Delhi, Maharashtra, Karnataka and West Bengal and the e-Committee
of the Supreme Court. The concerted efforts of the Government and the Indian judiciary in
implementing reforms under the“ Enforcing Contracts’ Indicator had led to India srank improving
to 163 rank in 2020 from 186" in 2014. Thisjump of 23 ranksisaresult of the game-changing
reforms undertaken by the government over the past 6 years.

Enforcing Contractsindicator measured thefollowing parameters:

a Timeestimatesfor commercial cases. Thisincluded timetaken during filing and service phase,
trial and judgment phase, and enforcement of judgment phase.

b. Cost estimatesfor commercia cases. Thisincluded attorney fees, court fees (upto judgment
only) and expert fees, and enforcement fees.

C. Quality of Judicial Process Index: Thisincluded court structure and proceedings, case
management, court automation, and alternative dispute resol ution.

9.5.1. Followingaresomeof thekey reformsundertaken for the Enforcing Contractsindicator:

The Department has spearheaded following steps for exclusive and focused attention to resolve
commercial disputes expeditiously and strengthen the “Enforcing Contracts’ regime and
institutionalized these stepsin collaboration with judiciary, asfollows:

I For speedy resolution of commercial cases, the government introduced the Commercial
Courts Act, 2015 (as amended in 2018) which led to establishment of “ Dedicated
Commercial Courts a digtrict level in Delhi, Mumbal, Bengd uru and Kolkata. The specified
value of commercial casesto beresolved in these commercial courtsisstarting from Rs 3
lakhs. These courtshave exclusivejurisdiction aswell asexclusive manpower. Thereare 46
Dedicated Commercia Courtsin Delhi including 2 paperlessdigital commercial courts; 6
Dedicated Commercial Courtsin Mumbai; 8 Dedicated Commercia Courtsin Bengaluru
city and 2 Dedicated Commercial Courtsin Bengaluru Rural; 2 Dedicated Commercial
Courts in Kolkata and 2 more to be set up. This structural reform introduced by the
government isaimed at facilitating settlement of commercia disputesexpeditioudy for litigants
and lawyersand at the sametimeinstill confidence in the corporate investors.

ii. To promote fair and unbiased adjudication of commercial matters, the government in
collaboration with the judiciary isimplementing eCourts project. Under this project, for
enhancingjudicial trangparency and court automation, “ Random and AutomaticAllocation”
of commercial cases has been made operational. All newly filed commercial casesinthe
Dedicated Commercia Courtsare automatically and randomly allocated to thejudgesusing
the latest Case Information System (CI S 3.2) software.

iii. “CaseManagement Hearing or pre-trial conferencefacility” under CPC Order XV-
A of the Commercial Courts Act, 2015 introduced by the government has been made
operational by the government for all commercial casesin Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru and
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Kolkata. Itisheld beforethetria and narrows down contentiousissues/evidentiary questions,
expeditestrial process and discourages any delay tactics. The aim isto speed up case
disposal by streamlining thetrial process, thus benefitting thelitigantsaswell aslawyers.

V. Toreinforcethe PrimeMinigter’sflagship Digitd Indiaprogram, theinitiativesunder Enforcing
Contractsindicator have galvanized efforts such as* E-Filing Facility”. E-filing hasmade
filing of casesreal time and online which meansthat cases can befiled by alawyer from
home or any location, any time 24x7. E-filing system isaimed at promoting paperlessfiling
and create time and cost saving efficiencies by adopting technol ogy-driven solution tofile
cases before courtsin India.

V. “E-Summons’: The process of issuing and serving the summons el ectronically through
email followed by SM S alert which is generated through eCourt Services Portal isfully
operational in Delhi and Mumbai Courts. This pioneering initiative of the government in
consonance with the Digital Indiavision will save time and resources by automatically
delivering the summonsto partiesin dispute. A Software patch for consuming database of
companies registered with the Registrar of companies, Ministry of Corporate Affairs has
been devel oped to facilitate sending of online summonsin commercial disputesandis
operational inthecommercia courtsof Bengauru, Mumbai and Delhi.

Vi. The government introduced the Commercial Courts (Amendment) Act, 2018 that ushered
in agame-changing policy initiative of “ Pre-institution mediation and settlement” of
commercial caseswhere no urgent interim relief is contemplated through subject expert
mediators empaneled by the District Legal ServicesAuthorities.

Vii. Thevision of Digital Indiaand the eCourts project isto transform thejudicia system of the
country by ICT enablement of courts. In order to enhance judicial productivity, both
qualitatively & quantitatively, making thejustice delivery system accessible, cost effective,
reliable and transparent, “ Electronic Case M anagement Tools (ECMTS)” have been
introduced for both Judges and lawyers. Integration of Electronic Case Management Tools
inonedigital platform hasbeen donewhichisakey reform under Enforcing Contractsin
World Bank’sRanking.

viii.  JustISappisanessentia tool for Judicial Officersand hasbeen made available exclusively
for India' sjudicia officersto empower them. It givesaquick glance of the number of listed
cases on the present day, undated cases, received by the Institution and by transfer in the
last month, current pending and disposed commercial mattersin the current month. The
eCourts app aims to enhance judicial productivity and workflows by providing case
information with speed and accuracy to lawyersand litigants.

IX. The government has recognized that an effective and faster system of resolution of high
value commercial disputes needs specialized forumsfor expeditious adjudication. Special
Commercial Benchesin various High Courts have been set up to hear high value
commercial cases above Rs. 500 crores.

X. Various High Courts have established Designated Special Courtsfor infrastructure
projects. High Court(s) of Calcutta, Karnataka, Allahabad and M adhya Pradesh have
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allocated specific daysin aweek for hearing of such matters, so that these courtsfunction as
dedicated courtsfor infrastructure contracts on such days.

Xi. e-Committee, Supreme Court has enabled compliance of three adjournment Rule by
creating thefacility of colour banding. The colours provideinformation regarding the number
of adjournmentsinacase.

Xil. Dedicated Websites for Commercial Courts have been devel oped for the High Courts of
Bombay, Calcutta, Karnatakaand Delhi.

xiv.  Easeof Doing Business Portal- DOJhas a so launched the Enforcement of Contracts Portal
which provides acomprehensive source of information on reformsbeing undertaken onthe
“Enforcing Contracts’ parameters.

9.6. Ruleof Law Index (ROLI):

The Rule of Law Index isdeveloped and published by World Justice Project (WJP). ROLI 2023
covers 142 countries and ranks them based on the country-specific data collected across 8 factors
and 44 sub-factors based on the four principles of “ Accountable Government, Good L aws, Good
Processand Accessto Justice.” Asper thelatest report released in October 2023, India srank in
ROL I stood at 79 out of 142 countries assessed by the WJP. Department of Justice, asthe nodal
department, has been working with 22 stakeholder Ministry(s)/Department(s) to improve India's
performance on the 8 key indicators/factors and 44 sub-factorsidentified for the purpose under the
GIRG (Global Indicesfor Reforms and Growth) exerciselaunched by NITI Aayog.

9.7  DataGovernanceQuality Index(DGQI):

The DGQI Evaluation Exercise is undertaken by DMEO and NITI Aayog to assess the data
preparedness of different Central Ministries/Departments as part of its Data Governance Quality
Index (DGQI) to monitor data preparedness and use of information technology. The DGQI
assessment isconducted periodically for each quarter of thefinancial year. Thelast such exercise
concluded on March, 2024. Department of Justice secured a score of 4.74 out of 5in Quarter 3,
2023-24, DGQI 2.0 assessment improving upon itslast performance in Quarter 4, 2022-23 score
of 4.57 out of 5.0. To achieve the frontier score of 5.0, a Data Strategy Unit (DSU) has been
constituted by the Department to steer the implementation of the action plan/roadmap for DGQI.
The Department has also formulated and issued Data M anagement Guidelineswith the aim of
developing policies, programs and practices that would control protect and enhance the value of
datasets and information reported/collected by the Department of Justice.

10. SCHEME FORACTION RESEARCHAND STUDIESON JUDICIAL REFORMS:

A Schemefor Action Research and Studies on Judicial Reformswasinitiated by the Department of Justice
inyear 2013 with necessary approval of Standing Finance Committee. From thefinancial year 2021-22
onwards, the Scheme wasincorporated under the “non-scheme” component of Department of Justice. The
objective of theAction Research isto promote research and studiesin thefield of justice delivery, legal
research and judicial reforms. Ason 31.03.2024, 51 projects have been sanctioned under the Scheme out
of which 44 projects have been completed.
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1n. CENTRALLY SPONSORED SCHEME (CSS) FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITIESFOR THE JUDICIARY:

11.1  Objective and Scope: Development of Infrastructural Facilitiesfor Judiciary inthe Statesisthe
prime responsibility of the State Governments concerned. However, to augment the resources of
the State Governments, a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) for development of infrastructure
facilitiesfor thejudiciary waslaunched by the Central Government intheyear 1993-94. The scheme
used to cover construction of court buildingsand residential quartersfor Judges/Judicia Officersof
District and Subordinate Courts. The Scheme has been extended for afurther period of five years
from 01.04.2021 to 31.03.2026. The scheme now al so coversthe construction of toilets, digital
computer roomsand lawyers hall inthe district and subordinate courts.

11.2  Sinceinception of the Scheme, the Central Government has provided financia assistance amounting
to Rs. 10927.215 crore to State Governments/ Union Territories. Out of this, an amount of Rs.
7482.95 crore has been provided since 2014-15 till 31 March 2024 (68.47%), which includes
Rs. 857.20 crorein 2022-23 and Rs. 1061 crore released during 2023-24 (ason 31.03.2024). As
per information collected from High Courts as of 31 March, 2024, therewere 21,572 court halls
/ court roomsavailablefor District and Subordinate Courtsin the country. In addition, 3,084 court
halls/ court roomswere under construction as per Nyaya Vikas Portal. Comparing thesefigures
with the working strength of 20,308 judges/ judicial officersreported by High Courts as of 31
March 2024, adequate court rooms/court halls are available for the current working strength of
judicial manpower. 5,290 Court Hallsand 3,409 Residential Accommodation were constructed /
completed from 2014-15 till 31.03.2024; out of this 320 court hallsand 160 residential units have
been constructed in the year 2023-24 till 31.03.2024. Thefocusisnow to match the availability of
court rooms/ court hallswith the sanctioned strength of 25,485 judicial officers/judgesin District
and Subordinate Courts. Considerabl e progress has also been made with regard to availability of
residentia unitsfor judicia officersin District and Subordinate Courts. Asof 31% March 2024, total
number of 18,975 resdential unitswere availableand 3,011 residential unitswere under construction.

11.3 After extension of the scheme and incorporation of new featurestherein, the Guidelines of the
Scheme have been revised on 19 August 2021 for smooth and effective implementation of the
Scheme. Therevised guidelinesinclude weightage criteria, ascientific formula, adopted from the
year 2018-19 for inter-state distribution of funds under the Scheme. The criteriaisbased on 4
parameters, namely, (i) number of court hallsleft for construction with reference to sanctioned/
working strength of judicid officersinthe State/UT (ii) number of residentid unitsleft for construction
with referenceto sanctioned/working strength of judicia officersinthe State/UT (iii) working strength
of judicia officerswith reference to sanctioned strength of judicia officersinthe State/UT, and (iv)
pendency of 10 years and more old casesin subordinate judiciary. Based on such criteria, the
tentative allocation of funds to States/UTs is informed to the State Governments and UT
Administrations at the beginning of the financial year to enable them to submit their proposals
accordingly. Theguidelinesasoinclude provision of Flexi Fund scheme, as per which States/UTSs, if
they desire, can set asidethe fundsto meet |ocal needsand requirementse.g. customization required
with respect tolocal conditions of weather, climate etc. or meet specific local demands.

11.4 NyayaVikasWeb Portal and MobileApp Version 2.0:  An on-line monitoring system has been
devel oped with thetechnical assistance of National Remote Sensing Centre of 1SRO. For the purpose,
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theweb portal and mobile app named “Nyaya Vikas’ was devel oped for monitoring of construction
projectsin 2018. The State Governments have nominated aNodal Officer at Statelevel and Surveyors
& Moderatorsfor each project to enter and upload datalinformation relating to ongoing and completed
projects. Based on the experience and observations of the Users at the Central and State level,
NyayaVikasweb portal and Mobile App has been upgraded and version 2.0 has been launched
andislivefrom 01.04.2020. The Usersin all Statesand Union Territories are entering datathrough
web portal and uploading photographs through mobile app with geo-tagging. Total number of projects
entered inthe portal is 3,088, including 1,674 completed, 948 under construction and 466 proposed.
2,608 projects have been geo-tagged.

Civil Court Building, Gujarat Residential Quarter, Bhagalpur

12. GRAM NYAYALAYAS:

12.1 The Gram NyayalayasAct, 2008 came into force with effect from 2" October, 2009. The Act
providesfor establishment of Gram Nyayalayas at intermediate Panchayat |evel for the purpose of
providing accesstojusticeto the citizensat their doorstep. A copy of theAct has been placed onthe
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website of Department of Justice. Interms of Section 3(1) of the Gram NyayalayasAct, State
Governments, after consultation with the High Court concerned, may, by notification, establish one
or two more Gram Nyayalayasfor every Panchayat at intermediate level or agroup of contiguous
Panchayats at intermediatelevel in adistrict or wherethereisno Panchayat at intermediatelevel in
any State, for agroup of contiguous group Panchayats. Establishment of Gram Nyayalayasis,
therefore, not mandatory on the part of State Governments as per the Act. However, State
Governments are requested from timeto time to establish Gram Nyayalayas.

12.2 Total number of 477 Gram Nyayalayas have been notified by 15 States, out of which 300 Gram
Nyayalayas are functional. To encourage the states, the financial assistanceis provided for non-
recurring expensesfor setting up of Gram Nyayaayas, and for meeting the cost of recurring expenditure
towards running these Gram Nyayal ayasfor thefirst three years. Therecurring and non-recurring
assistanceis subject tofinancia ceilings, as provided in the guidelines of the scheme. The Central
Government is providing assistance to statesfor Gram Nyayalayas which include Rs. 18.00 lakh
per Gram Nyaya ayatowardsthe cost of establishing the Gram NyayaayaasaMinistry of Law and
Justice one-time assistance (Rs. 10 lakh for office building, Rs. 5 lakh for vehicleand Rs. 3 1akh for
furnishing the office) and Rs. 3.20 |akh per Gram Nyayaaya per annum asrecurring expenditurefor
aninitia period of threeyears.

12.3 The Gram Nyayalaya Scheme has been extended for five moreyears beyond 31.03.2021 i.e. upto
31.03.2026 with financial assistance of Rs.50.00 crores. The fundsfor the Gram Nyayalayaswill
henceforth be released only after they have been notified aswell asmade operational alongwith the
appointment of Nyayadhikaris and reported on the Gram Nyayalayas Portal of the Department of
Justice. A review of the performance of Gram Nyayalayaswasto be done after one year to assess
itsefficacy asaningtitutionin providing speedy and affordablejustice to the rural marginalised and
decideonitsfuture. The sameisunder process.

12.4 Ason 31st March, 2024, asum of Rs. 83.40 crore has been sanctioned to States so far which
includeRs. 0.80 crorein 2022-23. Details are given below:

3. | Nameof the Gram Nyayalyas | Gram Nyayalayas| Fundssanctioned
No | Sate/UT Notified operational sofar (in Rs. lakh)
1 | MadhyaPradesh 89 89 2456.40

2 Raasthan 45 45 1240.98

3 | Kerda 30 30 828.00

4 Maharashtra 36 24 660.80

5 Odisha 24 20 524.40

6 Uttar Pradesh 113 85 1323.20

7 Karnataka 2 2 25.20

8 Haryana 2 2 25.20

9 | Punjab 9 2 25.20
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10 | Jharkhand 6 1 75.60
11 | Goa 2 0 25.20
12 | AndhraPradesh 42 0 436.82
13 | Telangana 55 0 693.00
14 | Jammu & Kashmir 20 0 0.00
15 | Ladakh 2 0 0.00
Total 477 300 8340.00

13. DESIGNING INNOVATVE SOLUTIONSFORHOLISTICACCESSTO JUSTICE (DISHA)

The Preambleto the Indian Constitution recognizes Justice as one of theforemost deliverablesto be secured
for the people of India. Article 39A, enunciated in the Constitution of India, obligatesthe Stateto ensure
Accessto Justiceand freelegal aid to those deprived due to economic, geographical disparitiesetc. Access
to Justiceisrecognized asaFundamental Right under Article 14 and 21 of the Indian Constitution.

Building upon thismandate, Department of Justice (DoJ) has created anew scheme Designing Innovative
Solutionsand Holistic Accessto Justice (DISHA) for aperiod of fiveyear 2021-2026. To prioritize citizen-
centricjustice delivery system by integrating accessto justice with technology, DISHA hasthe objective: -

o To strengthen pre-litigation mechanism through Tele-L aw;
o To devel op an effective dispensation of pro bono legal servicesthrough Nyaya Bandhu
programme;

o To empower citizensthrough pan IndiaL egal Literacy and L egal Awar eness programme.
14. TELE-LAW: REACHING THE UNREACHED
14.1 Tele-Law: ‘Designing Innovative Solutionsfor HolisticAccessto Justicein India (DISHA)
Department of Justice (DoJ), Ministry Ly

. FHE
of Law and Justice has been 'IELIE-HIW m_'i-l PHLHF s
implementing a unified Pan-India e A P
Central Sector Scheme namely
‘Designing Innovative Solutionson
Holistic Access to Justice India
(DISHA) that endeavoursto provide
comprehensive, integrated,
technology-based citizen-centric
solutionson Accessto Justice. Under
the Schemevarious programmeslike
Tele-Law, NyayaBandhu, and Legal
Literacy & Legal Awareness are
being mainstreamed in the country.




’ Annual Report 2023-2024

DISHA aimsto supplement and complement the mandate given by the Congtitution of Indiaunder
Articles 14, 21 and 39A, to provide equal justice and freelegal aid. DISHA also aimsto abide by
the statutory requirements of the Legal ServicesAct, 1987, by giving impetusto theimplementation
of the United Nations Sustainable Devel opment Goal 16, especially the aspect of providing access
tojusticefor al.

Tele-Law: Reaching the Unreached

With thewider goal to mainstream legal aid in the society, Department of Justicelaunched in 2017,
Tele-Law: Reaching the Unreached which aimsto digitally empower peopleto seek pre-litigation
advicefor rightfully claiming their entitlementsand for timely redressal of their difficulties. Itisane-
interface platform that aimsto connect Panel Lawyers stationed at the state/district level with the
needy and disadvantaged sections of society seeking legal advice and consultation viavideo/tele
conferencing facilitiesavailable at CSCssituated in Gram Panchayats.

Initially piloted in 1800 CSCsin 11 States namely Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 8 North-East States and
Jammu & Kashmir (now aUnion Territory), Tele-Law serviceswere further expanded to cover
1,00,000 CSCs/Gram Panchayat in 2022-2023. Presently, Tele-Law isoperational in 2,50,000
CSCg/Gram Panchayatsin 783 Districts (including 112 Aspirational districts) across 36 StatesUTs
of the country. A dedicated web portal on Tele-Law (http://www.tele-law.in/) isavailablein 22
regional languages, ensuring itsreach to people of variousand diversified ethnicitiesacrossIndia.
To enable seamless penetration in remote areas, a Tele-Law Mobile application has also been
launched to connect beneficiaries seeking legal advice and consultation directly with Panel Lawyers,
for availing lega advice and consultation.

Features:

o Advice offered, through Tele-Law, ranges from purely legal mattersto casesrelated to
benefits under schemes and other day-to-day matters.

o Ason 31% March 2024, there are total 80, 04,749 cases registered, of which advice has
been enabled to 79, 08,682 beneficiaries. In the FY-2023-2024 43.51 |akh advice was
enabled to the beneficiaries across the country.

Drivesto expand Outreach: -

o Sdlfie Drive Campaign - Thisinitiative aimsto promote awareness on social mediasites,
where beneficiariesand field functionaries(VLE & Pand Lawyers) will sharetheir experiences
through selfievideoson Tele-Law service. Asof 31st October, 2023, total 206 selfies
videos were uploaded on Tele Law social media.

o Tele-Law service expanded to cover 2,50,000 CSCs in 765 districts (including 112
Aspirational District) across 36 States/UT in the country.

o Radio jingle campaign was launched on 28th February 2023, thisawareness drive aimed to
create awareness and sensitize the common masses about Tele-Law Program. Campaign
was aired for 30 days (120 spots) and Tele-Law jingle was played in both primetime &
non-primetimefrom 193 radio stations covering al districtsin 36 States/UTSs.
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o Didtrict Level Workshop - 100 district level workshopswere organized acrossthe country
by Tele-Law state team, these workshops were attended by 5500+ participantsincluding
Village Level Entrepreneur (VLE), ParaLega Volunteer (PLV), government officialsand
membersfrom SLSAS/DL SAs. Sessionswere conducted on Tele-Law implementation,
awarenesson the Tele-Law scheme and Tele-Law Citizen’smobile application.

o Special Awarenessdriveby VLEs: Initiatives were undertaken by Tele-Law VLESsto
conduct special awareness campsin pockets of their region where awarenesson Tele-Law
islimited or zero awareness. VL Es made specia efforts by using various mode of transport
such as e-rickshaw, mobile vans, auto-rickshaw, motorcycle, bicycle etc. to spread
awarenesson Tele-Law. 12000+ citizens participated in the awareness camps.

o Special backlog clearance drive was launched to reach out to 1.5 lakh unattended and
pending cases registered under Tele-Law on the Tele-Law Portal from 26th Juneto 2nd
July 2023 where morethan 1,05,771 provided by Tele-Law Panel Lawyers.

o New Radio Jingle campaign launched (1st August 2023 till 31st August 2023: New Radio
Jinglereleased and aired on All Indiaradio (201 stations), Vivid Bharti (42 station) and FIM
radioin (29 station).

o Launch of Tele-Law 2.0 (Integration of Tele-Law and Nyaya Bandhu (Pro Bono) L egal
Services programme) and milestone achievement of 50 lakh legal advicesevent washeld on
25th August 2023 at Siri fort Auditorium in the presence of Hon’ ble Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Law & Justice. During the event theintegration of Tele-Law and
NyayaBandhu serviceswaslaunched (Tele-Law 2.0), Voices of Beneficiaries (4th edition)
and Awardee' s Catal ogue were released. 12 Frontline functionaries from 6 regions across
the country werefdlicitated by the Hon’ ble Minister.

o Nyaya Sahayak Program wasrolled out in January 2024, where 500 Nyaya Sahayaks
were engaged to provide door-to-door legal services across 500 Aspirational blocksin
328 districtsin 27 Statesand 4 UTs.

14.2 Campaign on ‘Hamara Samvidhan, Hamara Samman’ -Commemorating 75" Year of Indiaas
aRepublic and adoption of India s constitution, Department of Justice launched apan-Indiayear—
long campaign 'Hamara Samvidhan, Hamara Samman’ on 24" January,2024, at Dr B.R
Ambedkar International Centre. The campaign wasinaugurated by the Hon' ble Vice-President of
India, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar. The campaign ‘ Hamar a Samvidhan, Hamara Samman’ aimsto
resffirm our collective commitment to the principlesenshrined in the Congtitution of Indiaand celebrate
the shared vauesthat bind our nation. Thisnationwideinitiative envisaged to instil asense of pride
and responsihility to uphold theideal s outlined in the constitutional framework. It will also give
opportunity to every citizen to participatein variousways, empower them to contributein meaningful
way in our democratic journey.
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14.2.i Key themesof the campaign wereintroduced included Sabko Nyay-Har Ghar Nyaya, Nav Bharat
Nav Sankalp, and Vidhi Jagriti Abhiyaan. The Sabko Nyaya-Har Gahr Nyaya sub-campaign aims
to cover 2.5 lakh+ Gram Panchayatsthrough Village Leve Entrepreneurs (VLES) of Common Service
Centers, encouraging citizensto read Panch Pran Pledgein regiona languages. It washighlighted to
organi ze citizen centric-servicemelas called “ Jan SewaJantake Dwar” and conducted workshop on
legal servicesacross States UTs. Nav Bharat Nav Sankal p involves citizens participating in online
activities, such asreading Panch Pran Pledge, quiz on Constitution, poster-making and reel-making
competitions. Vidhi Jagriti Abhiyaan focuses on ensuring asteady flow of lega information to citizens
through various modesincluding law students empowering citizensthrough engaging activities.

14.2.ii. The event also witnessed the release of the DISHA achievement booklet for 2021-2023 and the
formalization of collaborationswith Bhashini to build multi modal interfaceto addressthe legal
queriesof thecitizensin their own language. In addition to the campaign inauguration, this premier

event witnessed release of citizen-centric serviceslike Nyaya Setu and partnerships between DoJ
with IGNOU and Bhashini.




Annual Report 2023-2024 ‘

14.2.iii. 650+ students and faculty of the Pro Bono Law colleges, Tele-Law functionariesfrom Common
Service Centers acrossthe country cametogether in this event among others.

14.3. First Regional Event at Bikaner, State of
Rajasthan- In continuation of the nation-wide
launch of Hamara Samman, first regiona event of
the Campaign was held at Bikaner Rgjasthan. The
event was graced by the presence of Hon'ble

(CJN), Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon’ ble Union | §
Minister of State (I/C) for Law & Justice, Hon'ble [l
Justice Shri ManindraMohan Shrivastava, Hon'ble
Chief Justice of Rgasthan High Court and Hon' ble
Shri JogaRam Patel, Law Minister, Government
of Rajasthan and other high level dignitariesfrom the State Government of Rgjasthan. The event
focused on therolling out of Nyaya Sahyak programme across 500 aspirational blocksin the country.
Broacher presenting therole and responsibility of Nyaya Sahayak were a so rel eased. Specia women
edition on voices of beneficiaries under the Tele-Law programme was rel eased by the dignitaries.
Awardswere distributed to 08 Frontline Functionaries of Tele-Law, who made exemplary effortsin
under Nav Bharat Nav Sankalp sub-theme. It also showcased the * Jan sewa janta ke dwar mela’ -
an endeavour to bring thelega and welfare schemes of the District, State and Central administration
for the citizens under one-roof. 900 participants attended the event including representativesfrom
Bar Association, Judicial officers, Advocates, field level functionaries of Tele-Law program under
DISHA scheme, District Administration, Police Officials, Law studentsand faculties.

14.4 Satelevel Workshopscum Melaunder Hamara Samvidhan Hamara Samman campaign: State
level workshop cum melaswere organized from 21st February 2024 to 28th March 2024 in 25
Statesand UTsunder the sub theme* Sabko Nyay Har Ghar Nyaya' campaign where citizen centric
service stallswere set up by different state department. Tele-Law state booklet and Voices of
Beneficiaries4th edition waslaunched in theregiona languagesand Tele-Law avardeewerefdicitated
during the event. More than 15000+ citizensincluding eminent dignitaries of the concerned state
government attended these regional events. The eventswere followed by awide promotion on
socia mediaand news channelswhich include both print and digital mediawhich can be estimated
to have areach of more than 65,56,858. Overall, it can be estimated that the campaign reached
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morethan 84,65,651 peopl e through promotion online and offline. Thisregional event wasan extenson
of thenational year-long campaign titled * Hamara Samvidhan HamaraSamman” launched by Hon' ble
Vice- President on 24th January, 2024 at New Delhi.

R EWE supn o 1
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15. NYAYA BANDHU (PRO BONO LEGAL SERVICEYS):

Department of Justice aimsto inculcate culture for pro bono legal
services and built an effective dispensation framework to deliver pro
bono legal services. With the aim to create an ecosystem on Pro Bono
DoJhasunderlined four strategies. -

15.1 Leveraging Technology: MobileApplicationinAndroid, iOS
version has been developed and has been integrated with
UMANG platformof MeTY. Virtua training was provided on
the use of NyayaBandhu App.

15.2 ProBono Panelsin High Courts have been created with
support from Registrar Generasof High Courtsto provide state
specific decentralized pool of Pro Bono Advocates. 22 High Courts created Pro Bono panels at
High Courtsadvocates enrolled through these panels.

15.3 ProBono Club Schemehasbeenrolled out to instill in the young minds an understanding and
philosophy on Pro bono and to assist the registered Pro Bono advocatesin researching and legal
drafting. 89 L aw Schools have agreed to be the part of the scheme. 19 law schoolswere added in
the FY 2023-2024.
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15.4 FosteringAllianceswith Start-Ups, CSOsetc.: In association with Pro Bono I ndia-an NGO
to provide anintegrated platform for legal aid and awarenessinitiatives, DoJ undertook Students
Volunteer Engagement Programme. 43 law students (from different law colleges/ universities)
designated as Pro Bono Associates provided assistance in research to compile schemes (Central/
State); different amendments/orders/judgments on welfare laws since 2016 onwards; updated
directory of important helplines, details of District/ State Lega Service Authoritiesand vetted DoJ's
developed IEC onlegdl literacy & awareness programme.

15.5 Growth: Total of 10922 advocatesfrom 24 Bar councils have joined the Nyaya Bandhu Programme
ason 31 March 2024. 1095 were added in the FY 2023-2024.

16. PAN INDIALEGAL LITERACY AND LEGAL AWARENESS

16.1 Department of Justice has strategized following approachesto address Legal Literacy and Legal
Awarenessin the country:

. Forging partnerships across Ministries and allied Departments, I nstitutions, Schoolsetc.;
o Facilitating capacity building of existing Grassroot/frontlineworkers/ volunteers;
. Leveraging technology for Pan IndiaLegal Literacy and Legal Awareness

16.2 Under DISHA scheme, Legal Literacy and Legal Awareness Programmeisnow expanded at Pan
Indialevel. During 2021-24 DoJ has signed MoAswith following 16 agencies and reached out to
15,30,661 beneficiaries. In the FY 2023-2024, the programme had an outreach to 7,35,731
beneficiaries. Two new agencieswere onboarded in the year 2023-2024 Dr Ambedkar Government
Law College, Puducherry for implementation of Legal Literacy & Lega Awareness Programme
with School s/Colleges and Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi for strengthening
Paralegal practiceinIndia

16.2.1 Department of Psychiatry, Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of Medical Sciences (JNIMS),
Manipur implemented a project proposal on “ Training and Sensitization of Stakeholderson Child
Sexua Abuse” (Outreach 2,605)

16.2.2 Sikkim State Commission for Women (SSCW) implemented project on “ Workshop/Training and
Sengitization Programme on Sexual Harassment of WWomen at WorkplaceAct, 2013, Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 and Anti-Human Trafficking’ (Outreach: 1,55,606).

16.2.3Arunachal Pradesh Sate L egal ServicesAuthority implemented aproject on ‘ Synergy between
Customary Practicesof the Traditiona Village Council System and Formal Lawsof India (Outreach:
6,666).

16.2.4 Centrefor Community Economicsand Development Consultants Society, Jaipur, Rajasthan
implemented lega awareness Project to ensure dignity of women, children and eldersin5 aspirational
districts of Rajasthan — Jaisalmer, Baran, Karauli, Dholpur and Sirohi. (Outreach: 58,990)

16.2.5 TheL aw Resear ch I nstitute, Easter n Region, Gauhati High Court, Guwahati isimplementing
aresearch project titled * Documentation of Customary Laws of the North Eastern Region, Indi&
(Outreach: 304)
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16.2.6 National Law | nstitute Univer sity, Bhopal isimplementing anationa level ‘ Digital Legal Literacy
—Design, Development, Management and Testing — e NyayagangaProject.” (Outreach: 6,173)

16.2.7 National Law School of India University, Bengaluru isimplementing anational level project
titled * Digital Legal Literacy-Dissemination and Assessment’. (Outreach: 4,33,804)

16.2.8 National Law University, New Delhi isimplementing aproject titled * Adhikaron Ka Gyan Unnati
Ki Pahchaan’ in Uttar Pradesh. (Outreach: 1,613)

16.2.9 Shadow Advertisingand CommunicationsPvt. Ltd., Bhubaneshwar isimplementing aproject
on‘Innovative Legal Literacy and Legal Awareness Programmein Odisha . (Outreach: 3,61,702)

16.2.10 Abdul Nazir Sab State Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, Mysuru,
K arnatakaisimplementing aproject on capacity building of Panchayati Rgj Functionaries of
Karnataka. (Outreach: 33,836)

16.2.11State Institute for Rural Development, Pune, M ahar ashtra is implementing a project on
promotion of VIDHI Dootsin Maharashtra's 100 Gram Panchayats. (Outreach: 2,365)

16.2.12 Bihar Institute of Public Administration and Rural Development (BIPARD), Patna is
promoting 700 VIDHI Mitrasin Gram Panchayats of Bihar. (Outreach: 1,024)

16.2.13 M eghalaya Sate L egal ServicesAuthorities, Shillong, M eghalaya isworking on Community
Mediationin Meghaaya. (Outreach: 1,599)

16.2.14 Indian I nstitute of PublicAdministration, New Delhi isimplementing anational level project
on ‘Monitoring and Evaluation of Legal Literacy and Legal Awareness Projects

16.2.15 DoJsigned MoA with Dr Ambedkar Gover nment L aw College, Puducherry for implementation
of Legal Literacy & Lega Awareness Programme with Schools/Colleges. (Outreach: 900)

16.2.16 DoJsigned MoU with I ndira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi for strengthening
Paralegal practicein India (Outreach: 630)

16.3 Waebinar Series:

COVID-19 Pandemic and lockdowns emerged as big challenge in conducting community level
legal awareness and outreach activities. Hence, virtual medium and social mediaplatformswere
used in reaching out to front line functionaries through series of Legal Awareness\Webinars. From
September 2021 to October, 2023, twenty thematic legal awareness webinars were organized on
national level socio-legal issuesand reached out to 4.62 |akh beneficiaries. Intheyear FY 2023-
2024 atotal of 4 webinars were organized which reached out to 75,700+ viewers Thetopicson
which the webinars were conducted include Child labour in India, Rehabilitation of Acid Attack
Survivors, Labour Lawsand Child Sexua Abuse.
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17.  Azadi KaAmrit Mahotsav: | ntensive People-Centric Outreach

Joining the celebration on Azadi kaAmrit Mahotsav, intens ve peopl e-centric outreach has been undertaken.
Details of thevariousinitiativesare asunder: -

17.1 Celebration of International Day of Yoga (IDY), 2023

Thethemefor thisyear IDY 2023 was*“Yoga For Vasudhaiva K utumbakam” asit depictsYogafor
thewelfareof all intheform of * OneWorld-One Family’ . Yogahas brought people together through
compassion, kindness, fostered asense of unity and built resilience among people world over. The
Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of Indiacelebrated the International
Day of Yoga(IDY) at its premisesin Jaisalmer House on the 21.06.2023. All the senior Officers/
staff of the Department participated in the event.

IDY, 2023 was also observed in close coordination with Judiciary at an unprecedented scale
throughout the country at iconic buildings with unique architecture. Over 30,000 membersfrom
Judiciary including Hon’ ble Judges of SC, HCsand District and Subordinate Courts with staff
members and members of the Bar at various|ocations participated in the event.

17.2 Har Ghar TirangaAbhiyan, 2023

The Department of Justice participated in the Har Ghar TirangaAbhiyan observed from 13"-15"
August, 2023 to incul cate the values of equity, justice, peace and paystribute to the martyrsin
honour of the Azadi KaAmrit Mahotsav. The Abhiyan was also observed by Judiciary at an
unprecedented scal e throughout the country with participation of Hon’ ble Judges of Supreme Court,
High Courtsand District and Subordinate Courtswith staff members by unfurling the National Flag
at their residences and respective office buildings.

17.3 Vigilance Awareness Week, 2023 (30.10.2023 to 05.11.2023)

Vigilance Awareness\Week, 2023 was cel ebrated in the Department from 30.10.2023 to 05.11.2023.
The Integrity Pledge wastaken by all the Officerg/staff of the Department of Justiceincluding its
grantee bodiesi.e. Nationa Legal ServicesAuthority and National Judicial Academy on 30.10.2023.
Immediately after the Pledge taking ceremony on 30.10.2023, the Secretary, Department of Justice
addressed the gathering about the necessity of Vigilance awareness activities. An essay competition
on the subject of ‘ Corruption Free Indiafor a Developed Nation' has been conducted by the
Department of Justice on 03.11.2023.
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18. NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICESAUTHORITY:

18.1 Article39A of theIndian Constitution providesfor freelega aidin order to ensurethat opportunities
for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other disabilities. Articles
14 and 22 (1) mandatesthe state to ensure equality beforelaw. Intheyear 1987, the Legal Services
Authorities Act was enacted by the Parliament which cameinto force on 9" November, 1995 to
establish anationwide uniform network for providing free and competent legal servicesto thewesker
sections of the society on the basis of equal opportunity. The National Legal ServicesAuthority
(NALSA) has been constituted under the Legal ServicesAuthoritiesAct, 1987 to monitor and
evaluate implementation of lega aid programmesand to lay down policiesand principlesfor making
legal servicesavailable under the Act.

The organogram of the Legal ServicesAuthoritiesisshown below:
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NALSA convened aseries of four Regional Conferences spread zone-wise acrossIndiaasacrucial
step in ensuring equal accessto justicefor all. The Conference’s central theme, “ Enhancing Access
to Justice,” emphasized NAL SA'sdedication to makelega aid effective and blefor al facets
of society.

DATE ZONE VENUE

21% January, 2023 North Zone Varanas (Uttar Pradesh)
4" Mar ch, 2023 West Zone Udaipur (Rajasthan)

18" Mar ch, 2023 East Zone Shillong (Meghaaya)

8" April, 2023 South Zone Mysore (Karnataka)

These Regional Conferences marked acollective effort to foster dialogue and cooperation among
legd luminaries, policymakers, and stakeholders. The centra discussionsrevolved around five pivotal
agendas.

1 Evolving Legd Aid Serviceswithinthe Judicial Framework

2 Fostering Alternative Dispute Resol ution and the Essence of LokAdalats
3 Seamless Integration of Digital Technology for Enhanced Justice Access
4, Amplifying NALSA Schemes, Lega Awareness, and Outreach

5 Discovering Chalenges and Exchanging Best Practices
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18.3 19" All IndiaLegal ServicesAuthorities M eet:

Every Year NALSA organizesAll IndiaMeet of SLSAsto deliberate upon and finalize the future
course of action and also to evaluate theimplementation of variouslegal aid schemes/ programmes
launchedin previousyears. Thisyear the 19" All IndiaM eet was organi zed by the Jammu & Kashmir
Legal ServicesAuthority under the aegis of NALSA on 30" June and 1% July, 2023 in Srinagar,
Jammu & Kashmir.

m—

un'ble Mr. Justice Sanjay Kisha
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During the Mest, discussionsfocused on the future course of actionfor Legal ServicesAuthorities,
setting targets, addressing various challenges, and implementing stepsto strengthen and streamline
legal aid programsin the country. The meeting included sessions on, strengthening the National
Lega AidHelpline- 15100 & NALSA'sdigital platform, Legal Aid for under tria prisoners, court-
based legal aidincluding the Legd Aid Defense Counsel System (LADCS), lega empowerment and
Eco-Justice.

18.4 Conferenceof Member Secretaries, SL SAs

NAL SAorganised the conference of Member Secretaries of State Legal ServicesAuthoritieson
15" September, 2023 at New Delhi. The sessions of the conference were on the following topics:

o Treasury Single Account Module (TSA) of the PFM S and to addresstheissues—Issuesin
theworking and itsredressal.

o LADCS- Statusof Implementation, Challengesand finding solutions

° Audit of Statement of Accountsin terms of Rule 237 of GFR 2017, and submission of
Utilization Certificate.

o Follow-up action on the resol ution passed in 19" All IndiaMeet of Lega Services|Ingtitution
held on 30" June & 1% July 2023 at Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir.

18.5 Under Trial Review Committee Special Campaign - 2023

NAL SA under the guidance of Hon' ble Mr. Justice Sanjay KishanKaul, Judge, Supreme Court of
India& Executive Chairperson, NALSA, launched the‘Under Trial Review Committee Special
Campaign 2023’ from 18" September, 2023 to 20" November, 2023. The Campaign aimed to
acceleratetheregular functioning of the Under Trial Review Committees (UTRCs) and review of al
eligibleUnder Tria Prisoners (UTPs). Thiswould expeditetheidentification and review of prisoners
who are eligibleto be considered for release as per the NAL SA’s Standing Operating Procedure
(SOP) for UTRCs.

18.6 Commemoration of L egal ServicesDay - 2023

The Legal Services Day was celebrated by NALSA on 9" November, 2023. On thisoccasion,
Hon' blethe Chief Justice of Indiaand Patron-in-Chief, NAL SA launched the upgraded “ National
Toll-Free Helpline Number 15100 of NAL SA through IVRS Technology”, and NCW’s Mobile
Application“Her Legal Guide’.

18.7 The 1% Regional Conference on Accessto Legal Aid: Strengthening Accessto Justicein
the Global South

NALSA, with the support of Department of Justice, Government of India, aong with International
Legal Foundation (ILF), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) organized the 1% Regional Conference on “Accessto Legal Aid:
Strengthening Accessto Justicein the Global South” at New Delhi, Indiaon November 27 & 28,
2023. The participants of the Conference comprised of representativesfrom 40 Africa-AsiaPacific
countriesof the Global South. Thisincluded Hon' ble Chief Justices, Hon' ble Law Ministers, Heads
of the national legal aid institutions/ authorities/ services; and expertsfrom academialCivil society.
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Over the course of two days, atotal of 16 sessionswere conducted on various themesto enable
focused and strategic deliberations on specific needs of the participating countries on accessto
justiceand accessto Lega Aid. A Ministerial Roundtable and Chief Justices Roundtable on Access
to Justice asa Sustainable Devel opment Goal were also held during the conference and an Outcome
Document wasthereafter released. The Conference showcased India's‘ Accessto Justice' framework
asamodel in providing universal accessto legal aid and for advancing ‘ Ease of Justice’ for the
Globa South Countries.
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18.8 Satel evel Conferenceof District Legal ServicesAuthorities (DL SAs) of Madhya Pradesh,
Karnatakaand Rajasthan

Hon' bleMr. Justice Sanjiv Khanna, Judge, Supreme Court of India& Executive Chairman, NALSA
chaired thefirst ever State Level Conference of DL SAs of Madhya Pradesh on 13.01.2024 at
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. This conference was attended by the Member Secretary, M.P. SLSA,
Chairman, and Secretaries of DLSASs. The Conference agendawas to discuss the ground level
challenges, concerns, solutions, and feedback.

Karnataka State Legal ServicesAuthority (KSLSA) organized a State Conference of DL SAsunder
the aegisof NAL SA on 24.03.2024. The Conference provided aplatform for theintegration of the
knowledgetrianglei.e. integration of inputsand perspectives of District Legal ServicesAuthorities,
KSLSA and NALSA.

High Court of Rgasthan in collaboration with the Rgasthan State Legd ServicesAuthority (RSLSA)
organized aOne Day Colloguium on“Legal Aid & Social Justice, Challenges & Opportunitiesin
Accessto Justice” on 30" March, 2024, at Jai pur, asapart of the Platinum Jubilee Cel ebrations of
High Court of Rajasthan. The programme witnessed the launch of 2 books and a Chat Bot of
RSLSA. This Colloguium was followed by the Ragjasthan State Conference of DL SAS, organised
by RSL SA under theaegisof NALSA.

18.9 RESTORINGTHEYOUTH : Pan-India Campaign for identifying Juvenilesin Prisonsand
rendering L egal Assistance— 2024

Hon’ ble Mr. Justice Sanjiv Khanna, Judge, Supreme Court of India& Executive Chairman, NALSA
on the eve of 75" Republic Day i.e. on 25" January, 2024 launched a Pan-India Campaign —
“Restoring the'Youth: Pan-IndiaCampaign for Identifying Juvenilesin Prisonsand Rendering Legal
Assistance—2024" conducted from 251 January, 2024 to 27" February, 2024.

Thevirtual launch event was attended by Executive Chairpersons, Member Secretaries and other
officialsfrom al State Legal ServicesAuthorities. This Campaign aimed to identify prisonerswho
were potentially minorsat the time of the offence, assisting themin filing necessary applicationsfor
claming juvenility beforethe concerned court and facilitating their transfer to Child Care Ingtitutions
inidentified cases.

18.10 National Lok Adalats

Legal ServicesInstitutions under the aegis of NAL SA organizefour National Lok Adalats every
year. These Lok Adalats are organized to further the objective of * Speedy and Effective Justice'. In
Lok Adalats, various cases such as Criminal Compoundabl e Cases, Revenue Cases and Bank
Recovery Cases, Motor Accident Claims, Matrimonial Disputes, Cheque Bounce Cases under the
Negotiable Instrument Act, Labour Disputes, and other Civil Casesare taken up.

A brief overview of the National Lok Adalats organized during 01.01.2023 t0 31.03.2024 is provided
below:
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18.11 Personsbenefitted through Legal Services

FreeLega Aid Servicesare provided by the Legal ServicesAuthoritiesto poor and marginalised sections
of the society covered under Section 12 of the Legal ServicesAuthoritiesAct 1987. Following isthe data
relating to the number of beneficiariesbelonging to different strata of the society availingthefree Legal Aid
Servicesduring April 2023 to March 2024:
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19. SECOND NATIONAL JUDICIAL PAY COMMISSION (SNJPC):

In complianceto the order of Hon' ble Supreme Court of India, afresh National Judicial Pay Commission,
to be known as Second National Judicial Pay Commission (SNJPC), headed by Shri Justice (Retd.)
P.Venkatrama Reddi, former Judge of Supreme Court of Indiawas appointed vide Notification dated
16.11.2017 to review the pay scales, emolumentsand service conditionsof the Judicia Officersof Subordinate
Judiciary inIndia

2. Thereport submitted by the SNJPC, the Hon’ ble Court vide order dated 27.07.2022 accepted all
the recommendations of SNJPC on the revised pay structure. ThisHon’ ble Court ordered that the pay
structure as recommended by SNJPC shall be accepted and the revised pay scaleswould be effectivefrom
01.01.2016. It wasfurther directed by thisHon’ ble Court that in so far asarrears are concerned, 25% of
arrearswould be payablein cash within aperiod of 3 months. Another 25% to be paid in cash within 3
monthsthereafter and the balance 50% was to be paid on or before the end of June, 2023. Hon' ble Court
vide order dated 19.05.2023 a so accepted the recommendations of SNJPC on pension and other retirement
benefits of Judicial Officersand directed that all arrears of pay be cleared by 30.06.2023. It wasfurther
directed that the payment of arrears of pension, additional pension, gratuity and other retiral benefitsbe paid
by 31.08.2023, another 25% by 31.10.2023, and the remaining 50% by 31.12.2023.

3. Department of Justiceimplemented the recommendations of the SNJPC in respect of Judicial Officers
of the Union Territories, in consultation with Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance and convey
the sanction of the Central Government to the Union Territories of J& K, Delhi and Puducherry for fixation
of pay and pension of serving and retired Judicial Officersintherevised pay scalesasdirected by Hon' ble
Supreme Court of India’'s order dated 27.7.2022 and 19.05.2023 vide order dated 08.08.2023. The
remaining Union Territories have no cadre of Judicial Officersof their own and all the Judicial Officers
posted in these Union Territories are taken on deputation from the respective neighboring state.

4.  Supreme Court of Indiavide order dated 23.11.2023 stated that based on the outer limit of 31
January 2024, al High Courts shall ensure compliance with the directions contained in the judgment dated
19 May 2023, as noted above by 31 December 2023, the High Courts shall, within the aforesaid time
frame, communicate the proposed amendmentsto the rulesto the State GovernmentsUTs, and the State
GovernmentsUTs shall notify therulesby 31 January 2024.

5. Department of Justice conveyed the sanction of the Central Government to the Union Territories of
J& K, Delhi and Puducherry for fixation of pay and pension of serving and retired Judicial Officersinthe
revised pay scalesasdirected by Hon' ble Supreme Court of India sorder dated 27.7.2022 and 19.05.2023
vide order dated 08.08.2023. Department of Justice has requested Government of UT of J& K, Delhi and
Puducherry to take necessary action in compliance of Hon’ ble Supreme Court’s order dated 23.11.2023.

6. Supreme Court of Indiavide order dated 04.01.2024 directed to implement various allowances of
Judicia Officersof statesand UTs. The matter isunder consideration in consultation with Department of
Expenditure, Ministry of Finance.

20. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MoUs) SSGNEDWITH OTHER COUNTRIES
INTHE FIELD OF JUDICIAL CO-OPERATION

Department of Justice has signed Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) with nine countriesinthefield
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of Judicial Co-operation aswell astraining and capacity building programmesfor Judicial Officers. The
latest MoU hasbeen signed with Government of Singaporeinthefield of Judicial Co-operation on 07.09.2023.

21. REDRESSAL OF GRIEVANCES:

Department of Justice (DoJ) receiveslarge number of Citizen'sgrievancesfrom citizensdirectly and through
online CPGRAMS Portal. 18077 grievances were received from 1.1.2023 to 31.03.2024, out of which
17866 grievances were disposed off till date.

22.  Vison @2047 ontheJudicial System of India—National StakeholdersConsultation

In order to mark the centenary of India sindependence, efforts are being undertaken by the Sectoral Group
of Secretaries (SGoS), Government of Indiato develop “Vision India@2047” for various sectorslike
infrastructure, resources, socia & welfare, defence, governanceetc. to provide avision document on reforms
for the next 25 yearswhich would project Indiaasaworld |eader in the respective spheres.

Under the SGoS-09 on Governance, Department of Justiceis preparing the Vision India@2047 for the
legal and judicial system of India. A seriesof consultationswere chaired by Secretary (Justice), with Law
Students, Advocates, membersfrom various Bar councils, and representatives of Civil Society Organization
(CSOs), legal start-upsetc. to brainstorm innovative and transformative i deas and from the parti cipantsfor
incorporation in the Vision@2047 document. Consequently, Department of Justice has selected core areas
such asdriving legal reformsfor Ease of Doing Businessfor expediting commercial dispute resolution,
leveraging technology for Ease of Justice through e-Courts and universalising A ccess to Justice through
strengthening of preand post litigation legal aid and advice servicesfor smooth and effectivejustice delivery
and legal servicestocitizens.

23. MISCELLANEOUSACTIVITIESOFTHE DEPARTMENT:
23.1 RIGHT TOINFORMATION ACT, 2005:

Under the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005, Department of Justice hasinitiated the
following actions:

@ An Section Officer of the Department has been designated as CAPIO to collect and transfer
the applications under the RT1 Act, 2005 to the Central Public Information Officers/ Public
Authorities concerned and to submit the quarterly returns, regarding receipt and disposal of
the RTI applications/ appedls, to the Centra Information Commission.

(b) Details of the Department’ s functions aong with itsfunctionaries have been placed on the
RTI portal of the Department’s official website (http://doj.gov.in) asrequired under section
5(i) of RTI Act, 2005 in respect of subjects being handled by them.

(© The Under Secretaries/ Section Officers, in accordance with subjects all ocated, have been
designed as Central Public Information Officers (CPIOs) under section 5 (i) of RTI Act,
2005.

(d) Directors/ Deputy Secretary / Under Secretary Level Officers have been designated as
AppelateAuthoritiesintermsof section 19 (i) of RTI Act, 2005 in respect of Under Secretaries
/ Section Officersworking for the all ocated subjects.
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23.2

€
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During theyear 2023-24 (01.01.2023) to (31.03.2024), 444 RT| applicationsand 11 Appeals
werereceived manually and 5312 RTI Applications and 149 appealswere received online
inthe Department and forwarded to the concerned CPIOs/ Public Authoritiesfor providing
information requested for.

As per para 1.4.1 of the DOPTs guidelines issued vide their O.M. No. 1/5/2011 - IR
Dated 15.04.2013, the Department isuploading all RTI’sand Apped’srepliesonthewebsite

regularly.
The detailsof total number of RTI applicationsreceived during 2023 are asfollows:-

Matter Online Offline
RTI 5312 444
Apped 149 1n

EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN:

Redressal of Complaints pertaining to Sexual Harassment at Workplace: In compliance of Section
4(1) of Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013, an Internal Complaints Committee has been re-constituted for redressal of complaints by
aggrieved women employees of the Department on 20.09.2023. The Committee consists of three
women employees, (including one Member from an NGO) and two male employees.

23.3 SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN:
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Asper policy guiddinesof Government of India, Svachh Bharat programme has beenimplemented
inthe Department. During theyear 2023-24, * Svachhta Pakhwada' was observed from 01.04.2023
t0 15.04.2023 and another programme namely ‘ SwachhtaHi Sewa was observed and activities
like beautification of lawn, plantation of treesinside campus, extensive cleaning drive, weeding out
of old records, disposal of old and obsol ete items and voluntary Shramdaan by officers/officials of
Department of Justice etc. were undertaken. During the FY 2023-24, Rs. 61.30 lakh was earmarked
for works under Swachhta Action Plan for maintenance of the office premises. An expenditure of
Rs. 60.87 lakh wasincurred on this (upto 31.03.2024).

234 IMPLEMENTATION OF E-OFFICE:

In keeping with the policies of the Government for moving towards paperl ess office, this Department
hastaken theinitiative to operationalize eOffice. Special steps have been taken with the help of
NIC to impart training to all officerg/officials on eOffice for smooth implementation and optimal
utilization of eOfficesystem. Asaresult, Department of Justiceisone of thetop performing Ministries
Departments of Government of Indiawho have moved into compl ete eOffice platform. For seamless
flow of databetween the al the Ministries/Departments of the Government of India, Department of
Justice has already migrated to version 7.0 of efile (eOffice).

24. IMPLEMENTATION OF OFFICIAL LANGUAGE POLICY:

Officia Language Section has been set up in the Department. It assistsin discharging the responsibilities of
implementation of Official Language policy of Union of India, the Official LanguagesAct, 1963, the Official
Language Rules, 1976 and the compliance of directions/instructionsissued by Department of Official
Languagesfromtimetotime. Itisalso entrusted with thework of promoting the progressive use of Hindi in
the Department in addition to the transl ation work. The progress made in the implementation of official
language is monitored through Quarterly Meetings. In the year 2023, the meetings of Departmental Official
Language I mplementation Committee (OLIC) were held in every quarter to review theimplementation of
progressive use of Hindi in the Department. For promoting the use of Hindi in the Department, ascheme
related to noting and drafting is being implemented. Under the scheme of Noting and Drafting, a 05-day
workshop was organized for officials of Department of Justicein collaboration with Central Translation
Bureau (CTB), inwhich certificates were given to the participants. One Hindi workshop was organizedin
every quarter during the year.

Apart from organizing workshops and quarterly meetings, aDesk training on newly developed Trandation
Software, “ Kanthasth 2.0” wasgiven to 30 Officers/Staff of Department of Justiceto enable and encourage
them to trand ate the documents using thistool.

241 HINDI FORTNIGHT AND HINDI DIWAS:

In order to promote and encourage the implementation of Official Language in the Department,
Hindi Diwaswas organized on 30" September, 2023. On the occasion of Hindi Diwas, message of
Hon' ble Minister of HomeAffairswasread out in the presence of Secretary (Justice). In hisaddress,
Secretary (Justice) urged the officersand officials of the Department to do their maximum work in
Hindi. In additionto this, Hindi Fortnight was organized in the Department from 14" September,
2023 to 29" September, 2023. During observance of Hindi Fortnight, six competitionsi.e. Hindi
Essay, Hindi Trandation, Reciting Hindi Poems, Hindi Typing, Hindi Dictation and Hindi Extempore
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were organized. A total of 89 officers/officials participated in these competitions. Cash
prizes (First: Rs. 3,000/-, Second: Rs. 2,500/- and Third: Rs.1500/- and fiveincentive prizes
Rs. 1,000/- aong with certificates were given away to the winners of each competition.

- I

\ >

25. ASPECIAL CAMPAIGN 2.0

A Special Campaign for reduction of pendency and efficient management of space was conducted from 2™
October, 2023 to 31 October, 2023. National Legal ServicesAuthority of Indiaand National Judicial
Academy were a so brought under the Campaign for Space management purpose. In pendency clearance
silo of the Campaign, inrespect of al pendency under the categories of Referencesfrom MPs, Parliamentary
Assurances, Public Grievances and referencesfrom State Governmentswere cleared.

206. STATUSOF CAG PARA

Thereisno CAG/PAC parapending in Department of Justice.

*kkk*
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CHAPTER-111
DEPARTMENT OFLEGAL AFFAIRS

1 FUNCTIONSAND ORGANISATIONAL SET UP

1.1  TheDepartment hasbeen alocated the following subject as per the Government of India (Allocation
of Business) Rules, 1961.-

1. Adviceto Ministrieson legal mattersincluding interpretation of the Constitution and the
laws, conveyancing and engagement of counsel to appear on behalf of the Union of Indiain
the High Courts and subordinate courtswhere the Union of Indiaisaparty.

2. Attorney General of India, Solicitor General of India, and other Central Government law
officers of the States whose services are shared by the Ministries of the Government of
India

3. Conduct of cases in the Supreme Court and the High Courts on behalf of the Central
Government and on behalf of the Governments of States participating in the Central Agency
Scheme.

4, Reciprocal arrangementswith foreign countriesfor the service of summonsin civil suitsfor
the execution of decrees of Civil Courts, for the enforcement of maintenance orders, and for
the administration of the estates of foreignersdying in Indiaintestate.

5. Authorization of officersto execute contracts and assurances of property on behalf of the
President under Article 299(1) of the Constitution, and authorization of officersto signand
verify plaintsor written statementsin suits by or against the Central Government.

Indian Legal Service.
Treatiesand agreementswith foreign countriesin mattersof civil law.

Law Commission.

© © N o

Legal Professionincluding the AdvocatesAct, 1961 (25 of 1961) and persons entitled to
practice before High Courts.

10. Enlargement of thejurisdiction of Supreme Court and the conferring thereon of further powers;
persons entitled to practice before the Supreme Court, references to the Supreme Court
under Article 143 of the Congtitution of India

11.  Administration of the NotariesAct, 1952 (53 of 1952)
12. Income-tax Appellate Tribunal .
The Department has also been allocated administration of thefollowing Acts:-

€) TheAdvocatesAct, 1961
(b) The NotariesAct, 1952
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(© TheAdvocates Welfare Fund Act, 2001

(d) TheArbitration and Conciliaiton Act, 1996

(e The Commercial CourtsAct, 2015 and

() TheIndialnternational Arbitration CentreAct, 2019.

1.2  TheDepartment isa so administratively in-charge of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal, the Law
Commission of Indiaand the India International Arbitration Centre. The Department is also
administratively concerned with all the mattersrelating to the Indian Legal Service. Itisfurther
connected with the gppointment of Law Officers namely the Attorney General of India, the Solicitor
Genera of Indiaand theAdditional Solicitor Generalsof India. With aview to promote studiesand
researchinlaw and for improvement inlegal profession, the Department sanctionsgrant-in-aid to
certainingtitutionsengaged in thesefieldslike Indian Law Institute.

2. ORGANISATIONAL SET-UP

The Department of Legal Affairshasatwo-tier set up, namely, the Main Secretariat at New Delhi and the
Branch Secretariats at Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai and Bengaluru. The nature of dutiesdischarged by the
Department can be broadly classified into two areas- Advicework and Litigation work. The Organisationd
Chart of the Department of Legal Affairsisat ANNEXURE-I.

2.1 Main Secretariat:

I. The set up at the Main Secretariat includes Law Secretary, Additional Secretaries, Joint
Secretariesand Legal Advisersand other Legal Advisersat variouslevels. Thework relating
to tendering of legal advice and conveyancing has been distributed amongst groups of officers.
Each group isnormally headed by an Additional Secretary or a Joint Secretary & Legal
Adviser, who, inturn, isassisted by anumber of other Legal Advisersat different levels.

. Thelitigation work in the Supreme Court on behalf of al the Ministries/Departments of the
Government of Indiaand some adminigtrationsof the Union Territoriesishandled by the Central
Agency Section, presently headed by an officer of therank of Additional Secretary whois
assisted by Officers of Government Advocates cadre of the L S and other supporting staff.

iii. Thelitigationwork inthe High Court of Delhi and CAT (Principa Bench) on behdf of al the
Ministries/Departments of the Government of Indiais processed by the Litigation (High
Court) Section, presently headed by a Deputy Legal Adviser.

V. Thelitigation work in the Subordinate Courtsin Delhi ishandled by the Litigation (Lower
Court) Section, presently headed by an Assistant Legal Adviser.

V. The Department has a special cell, namely, Implementation Cell for dealing with the
implementation of the recommendations of the Law Commission of India and the
administration of theAdvocatesAct, 1961 and the Advocates Welfare Fund Act, 2015. It
also dealswiththelegal profession.

Vi. Thereisonepost of Joint Secretary & Legal Adviser eachin Railway Board and Department
of Telecommunications respectively. However, presently the work relating to these two
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organisationsisbeing handled at Additional Secretary level. Apart from these, the Officers
of thelndian Legal Serviceare also posted inthe Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Labour,
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, SFIO, Department of Space, Staff Selection
Commission, Enforcement Directorate, Narcotics Control Bureau, Delhi Police, Department
of Personnel and Training, Intelligence Bureau, NATGRID, NTRO and CBI.

2.2 Creationof ILS:

With the devel opment of the society the legal profession underwent ametamorphosisand several

attempts have been made for proper dispensation of justice and to cater to the legal needs of the
society. One such attempt made in 1956 to cater to the needs of the Government qualitatively is
creation of Central Legal Service (the forerunner of the present Indian Legal Service). The
Government of Indiainthe Ministry of Law and Justice established the Indian Legal Service under
the Indian Legal Service Rules, 1957, which came into force on the 1 October 1957. Since
inception, the officers of the Indian Legal Service have been rendering dedicated serviceto the
nation by giving legdl adviceinimportant mettersto various Minisiries/Departments of the Government
of Indiaand drafting billsand ordinances which areintroduced in the Parliament. Thisservice has
given Governors to States, Secretary General to the Houses of Parliament, Chief Election
Commissioner and Election Commissioners, Judgesto High Courtsand Judicial Membersto various
Tribunaslike CAT, ITAT, DRT etc. and an Information Commissioner.

2.3 Roleof ILS:

Theofficersof thelndian Legd Service (ILS) manning the Department of Legal Affairsand Legidative
Department which are the principal legal organs of the Government of India, haverisen to the
challenges and performed at optimum levels. Thedigital revolution has changed the dynamics of
information sharing and the economy has provided for new areas of wealth creation. Law and
justice delivery systems are not untouched by such changes. This necessitatesthe IL S officersto
update the legal skill and acumen to cater to emerging legal needs. They being the Principal Legal
Advisersto the Government have responded effectively and speedily to the demands made upon
them by the various organs of the Government and play apivota rolein both advisory aswell asin
drafting work.

3. ADVICE SECTIONS

3.1 Therearethree Advice Sectionsin the Department of Legal Affairs, namely, AdviceA, Advice B
and Advice C. TheAdviceA and Advice B Sectionsfacilitate the movement of filesrelating to the
requestsfor advicereceived from various Ministries/Departmentsfor legal opinion. Therequests
received for legal advice are placed before the concerned group headsto whom aparticular Ministry/
Department has been alocated to. To make the functioning more convenient, thevariousMinistries
Departments of the Government of Indiaare distributed between Advice A and Advice B Sections:

(A)  Thefollowing Ministries'Departments/Or ganisationsaredealt by Advice*A’ Section:

Ministry of HomeAffairs
Ministry of Externd Affairs
3. Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
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Ministry of Defence
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

4

5.

6. Ministry of Labour and Employment

7 Ministry of Chemicals& Fertilizers

8 Ministry of Stedl

9 Ministry of Mines

10. Department of Justice

1. Ministry of Socia Justice & Empowerment

12. Ministry of Cod

13.  Minigry of Communications

14. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

15. Development of North Eastern Region

16. Union Public Service Commission

17.  Staff Selection Commission

18. Central Information Commission

19. Ministry of Shipping

20. Ministry of Civil Aviation

21. Ministry of Tribal Affairs

22. Ministry of Minority Affairs

23.  Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

24.  Minigtry of Tourism

25. Election Commission of India

26. Centrd Vigilance Commission

27. Conveyancing matters including house building advance cases of all the Ministriesand
Departments.

(B)  Thefollowing Ministries/Departments/Or ganisationsaredealt by Advice‘B’ Section:

Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Ministry of Heavy Industry & Public Enterprises
Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises
Ministry of Railways

Ministry of Housing & UrbanAffairs

Ministry of Commerce & Industry

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs

Lok Sabha Secretariat

© O N oo ks~ w DR
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10. Rajya Sabha Secretariat
1. President Secretariat
12. PrimeMinister Office
13.  Cabinet Secretariat
14. Ministry of Science & Technology
15. Ministry of Jal Shakti
16. Ministry of Textiles
17.  Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
18.  Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
19.  Department of Atomic Energy
20. Ministry of Power
21. Comptroller and Auditor General for India
22. Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
23.  Ministry of Environment, Forestsand Climate Change
24.  Ministry of Agriculture
25.  Ministry of Rural Development
26. Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution
27. Ministry of Education
28. Ministry of Culture
29.  Ministry of YouthAffairs& Sports
30.  Ministry of Food Processing Industries
31 Ministry of Statistics& Programme Implementation
32. Department of Space
33. Ministry of Panchayati Rg
34. Ministry of Women & Child Development
35.  Ministry of Earth Sciences
36.  Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying
37.  Ministry of Cooperation
38. Ministry of AY USH
39. Department of Lega Affairs
40. Legidative Department
41. Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology
3.2  TheAdviceA & B Sections(including officers posted in various Ministries/Departments) received a
total of 10328 references from various Ministries/Departments of Government of Indiafor legal

advice on litigation matters, cabinet notes, private member bills, state bills, conveyancing matters,
vetting of counter affidavitsand legal advice on genera mattersduring the FY. 2023-2024.



’ Annual Report 2023-2024

3.3 2441 SLPs, 1431 court cases, 2558 referencesfor legal advice on general matters, 2264 vetting of
counter affidavits, 313 Cabinet Notes, 41 Private Members Bills, 68 State Bills/Ordinances and
206 conveyancing mattersrelating which include |ease agreement/MoUs. etc. were examined.

3.4  TheOifficialsof thisDepartment took part in 315 nationa and international conferencesand meetings
during the period.

3.5  81RTI applicationsand 8 public grievances pertaining to the Advice Sectionswere dealt with.
3.6 40 Parliament Questiong/inputsfor questionswere processed.
4, NOTARY CELL

4.1  Theadministration of the NotariesAct, 1952 and the Notaries Rules, 1956 comes under the purview
of theNotary Cell. The Notary Cell processesthe online gpplicationsreceived fromlega practitioners
or other personswho possess prescribed qualificationsfor appointment as Notaries. Thisincludes
examination and scrutiny of these applications; holding of interviews, appointment of selected persons
asnotaries, etc. TheNotary Cel dso conductsinquiriesinto thealegationsof professona misconduct
on the part of the notaries. It also handlesthe requestsfor verification of the Central Notaries
received from police authorities.

4.2  TheNotary Cell also processesthe applicationsfor renewal of certificates of practice asnotaries
issued by the Central Government. Applicationsfor changein the areaof practice of the notariesare
also processed by the Notary Cell. .

4.3  Sofar, approximately 22742 persons have been granted Certificate of Practice for practicing as
Notaries by the Central Government in various States/ Union Territories of the country.

4.4  Sreamlining the Process of Appointment of Notaries: -

In order to streamline the process of appointment of Central notaries, the Notary Cell hastaken the
following steps.

(@  Theprocessof appointment through physical interviews has been discontinued. Interviews
for appointment of notariesarenow heldin onlinemode. Thishasallowed ease of accessto
the applicants, who have gpplied for appointment as Central notaries, and has brought greater
transparency intheentire process. Onlineinterview isa so economical to the applicantsas
it savestravel cost and timefor them. The applicants can now appear inthe onlineinterview
fromtheir homeor office.

(b)  Towardscreating apaper-less system, the requirement of submission of physical applications
has been replaced by the online system of applications.

45 Ease of Accessto the Citizens: -

In order to provide ease of accessto the citizens so far as notarial services are concerned, the
Central Government has amended the Notaries Rules, 1956 vide notification dated 24™ February,
2024, increasing the number of notariesto be appointed by the Central Government in various
Statesand UTsto 1,04,925.
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46  Appointment of Notaries: -

During the period 2023-24, Certificate of Practice wereissued to 185 new Notaries. Further, after
following the due process, as prescribed in the NotariesAct, 1952 and the Notaries Rules, 1956,
the Central Government provisionaly approved appointment of 32350 lega practitionersasNotaries
in 13 Statesand UTs as detailed bel ow:

Sl. No. Name of the State/ UT No. of legal practitionersprovisionally
approved for appointment asNotaries
1 Maharashtra 14648
2. Gujarat 8086
3. Rajasthan 4538
4, Haryana 1357
5. Ddhi 975
6. Himachal Pradesh 578
7. Odisha 531
8. Assam 420
0. Goa 296
10. Bihar 331
11. Jharkhand 320
12. Uttarakhand 170
13. Chandigarh 100
Total 32350

4.7 Other activities: -

During the year 2023-24, Certificates of Practice of about 3000 Central Notarieswere renewed.
The Notary Cell processed and disposed of 700 applicationsfiled under the Right to Information
Act (RTI) Act; disposed of 350 complaints|odged against notary public; and handled 67 requests
from police authoritiesfor verification of notary public. Responding to public concernsand queries,
the Notary Cell resolved 263 requestsrel ated to grievances and inquiriesfrom citizensand concluded
17 court cases.

S. JUDICIAL SECTION

5.1  TheJudicia Sectionisresponsiblefor the conduct of litigation of the Government of Indiaand
Union Territoriesbeforethe Supreme Court, various High Courts, the Central Administrative Tribunals
and the District Courts. Itsfunctionsinclude processing the appointments of the Attorney General
for India, the Solicitor General and the Additional Solicitors Genera of India, Central Government
Counselsin the Supreme Court, High Courts, the Central Administrative Tribunals, the District
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Courtsand the Consumer Forumsin various States for conducting litigation work on behalf of the
Central Government, engaging Law Officers and other Counsels on behalf of the Ministries/
Departmentsfor conducting cases before the Supreme Court, the High Courts, the Tribunals, the
Commissionsof Inquiry, the District Courts, the Quasi-Judicial Authoritiesetc. Itsfunctionsalso
include formulation and settlement of their termsand conditionsfor conducting cases. The Judicid
Sectionisaso respons blefor nomination of Arbitratorsin disputes between the various Departments
of the Government of Indiaand private parties.

The Sectionisresponsiblefor issuing statutory orders authorizing various Officersto sign and verify
plaintsand written statementsin suitsbefore any Court with civil jurisdiction or inwrit proceedings
by or against Central Government under Order XX V11, Rule 1 of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908.
This Section authorizes Officersto sign contracts and agreements on behal f of the President of India
under Article 299(1) of the Constitution of India.

This Section dealswith the work of reciprocal arrangementswith foreign countriesfor service of
summonsin civil suits, execution of decrees of Civil Courts, enforcement of maintenance ordersand
administration of the estates of foreignersdying intestatein India.

India assented to the Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial
Documentsin Civil or Commercia Mattersand a so to the Hague Convention on Taking of Evidence
Abroadin Civil and Commercial Mattersintheyear 2007. The Ministry of Law and Justiceisthe
Centra Authority for both the Conventions. The Judicial Section dealswith the processing of service
of summons/noticesreceived through Judicial Authoritiesfrom foreign countries under the said
Conventionto Indian nationals. It also deal swith forwarding of summons/notices originating from
Judicial Authorities of our country to the Central Authorities of foreign countries.

5.2  Theactivitiesundertaken by the Judicial Section areasfollows:

(A)  Conduct of Central Govt. litigation beforedifferent courtsof law through L aw Officers/
Panel Counsels:

a). During the period from 01.01.2023 to 31.03.2024, the L d. Solicitor General of India(SGI)
Shri Tushar Mehtawas reappointed. Additional SGI for High Courts of Karnataka and
Telangana have been appointed afresh. Besides, six Addl. SGIsfor Supreme Court and
High Courts of Punjab & Haryana, Gujarat, Delhi, Patna have been reappointed.

b). Theterm of the sixteen Deputy Solicitor General of Indiafor different High Courtshave
been extended. Besides, new Deputy Solicitors General have been engaged for the High
Court of Madras, Madurai Bench and High Court of Calcuttaat Kolkata.

C). Theresignationsof oneAdditional Solicitor General Indiaand one Deputy Solicitor Genera
of Indiahave been processed.

d). A total of 2017 Advocates were empanelled or their terms as panel counsel have been
extended for the various courts/ tribunalsin the country.

e). Theresignations of 22 panel counsel have been processed.
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f). Proposals are received from some of the Ministries/Department, dealing with special
functions, regarding separate panels of advocatestor their specific representation in different
courts. Besides this, requests / proposals are also received from various Ministries/
Departments of the Government of Indiafor the engagement of Law Officers, Pane Counsdls
and of private Advocatesto represent them in various courts in the country on normal or
special terms and conditions. During the period, about 458 of such proposals have been
processed.

(B) Clarification and variousissuesviz. termsof engagement of panel counsel, issuesrelated
tofeescheduleetc.: Whilerefernces for clarification on variousissues are received from timeto
time regarding the terms and conditions of engagement of Panel Counsel, their fee schedul e etc.
during the period, about 230 such clarifications have been issued.

(©)  Nomination of Arbitration panel counsel in domestic as well Inter national commercial
disputes, involving Government / CPSE on the one hand and CPSE/private party on the
other: Reguestsarereceived regarding engagement of Arbitration Panel Counsel to represent various
Ministries/ Departmentsin Arbitration cases. During the period, in response to such requests,
Arbitration panel counsel have been engaged in about 262 Arbitration cases.

(D) EnteringintoTreatiesand Agreementswith foreign countriesin mattersof civil law: The
Ministry of Law & Justice, Department of Legal Affairs, isthe nodal Ministry for reciprocal
arrangement with foreign countries. In addition to this, Ministry of Law & Justice, Department of
Lega Affairsentersinto various agreementson legal co-operation under civil law with other countries.
Under thisobligation, during the period, theMutua Legal Assistance Treatiesin civil and commercia
matterswith the Sociaist Republic of Vietnam isbeing finalised.

(E) Examination and processing of requestsarising out of bilateral treatiesin respect of service
of summons etc. (Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties / Reciprocal Arrangements) and
multilateral treaties (the Hague convention of 1965/1971): The Ministry of Law & Justice,
Department of Legal Affairsisdesignated asthe Central Authority under Hague Convention, 1965
for service abroad of judicial and extrajudicial documentsin civil and commercial matters. Under
thisobligation, during the said period, about 3829 requests have been processed.

(3] RTI / Public Grievance/ Par liamentary Questionsrelated wor k: During the period about 352
RTI applicationsand other rel ated matters have been disposed of and as on date no public grievance
ispending on part of Judicial Section on PG Portal / CPGRAMS. Also, during the said periodin
total 46 parliamentary questions have been replied to.

6. ADRCELL

6.1  Thetraditiona mode of disputeresolution, i.e. litigation, isalengthy processleading to delaysin
dispensation of justiceaswell asoverburdening of Judiciary. In such ascenario, Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR) mechanismslikearbitration, conciliation and mediation assumesignificance. These
ADR mechanismsarelessadversarial, informal and are capable of providing abetter substituteto
the conventional methods of resolving disputes.

6.2  TheGovernment has also taken various steps and measures towards revitalizing and strengthening
the contract enforcement and commercia dispute resol ution regimesincluding Alternative Dispute

T
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Resolution (ADR) mechanisms, to enable ease of doing business and boost investor confidence.
Thelegidativeinterventionsand policy initiativesin thefield have gonealong way in strengthening
the position of Indiaasarobust jurisdiction for resolution of disputes.

6.3  TheDepartment isconcerned inter-alia with the administration of the MediationAct, 2023, the
Indialnternationa Arbitration Centre Act, 2019, theArbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 and the
Commercia CourtsAct, 2015.

6.4 TheMediation Act, 2023:

6.4.1 A successful settlement not only helpsin preserving the rel ationship amongst the parties, offering
easeof living but alsoin great savingsof timeand resourceswhich in turn contribute in the growth
of the nation’s economy. In furtherance of enabling a statutory ecosystem for mediation and to have
aconsolidated law on mediation, the Mediation Act, 2023 was enacted. Mediation law will prove
to beapivotal reform towards providing comprehensive recognition to mediation and enabling the
culture of amicable settlement of disputes outside of courts to takeroot.

6.4.2 TheMediation Bill, 2021 wasintroduced in the Parliament on 20.12.2021. Subsequently, the Bill
was referred to the Department-rel ated Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public
Grievances, Law and Justice. The Committee presented its One hundred and seventeenth (117th)
Report on the Mediation Bill, 2021 to the Hon’ ble Chairman, Ragjya Sabhaon 13th July, 2022.

6.4.3 Basad ontherecommendationsof the Parliamentary Standing Committee and consultation undertaken
by the Department, the officia amendmentsto the Mediation Bill, 2021 were moved in the Monsoon
session of the Parliament in July 2023 and the Bill was passed by the Rajya Sabha on 01.08.2023
and by Lok Sabhaon 07.08.2023. Thereafter, the Bill as passed by both the Houses of Parliament
received the assent of the Hon’ ble President of India on 14.09.2023 and was published in the
officia gazette on 15.09.2023.

6.4.4 Keepinginview certain administrative and legal pre-conditionswhich arerequired to befulfilled
before al the provisions of the Act can be enforced, it was decided that the provisions of the Act
may be brought into force in aphased manner. Accordingly, several provisions of the Act were
brought into force vide gazette notification dated 09.10.2023.

6.4.5 TheMediationAct, 2023, laysdown the legislative framework for mediation to be adopted by
disputing parties, especially institutiona mediation where various stakehol ders have been identified
to establish arobust and efficacious mediation ecosystem in India. The salient provisions of the
Mediation Act, 2023 inter-aliainclude:

() provisionsrelating to voluntary pre-litigation mediation in mattersof civil or commercial
dispute before parties approach a court or tribunal

(i) mattersor disputesnot fit for mediation
(i) process of mediation to be completed within amaximum period of 180 days
(iv)  procedurefor appointment of mediator and conduct of mediation

V) functions of Mediation Service Providersand Mediation Institutes

O
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(vi)  Mediated Settlement Agreement resulting from mediation being final, binding and enforceable
in accordance with the provisions of Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in the same manner as
if it wereajudgment or decree of aCourt;

(vit)  challengeto Mediated Settlement Agreement to lie on limited grounds of fraud, corruption,
impersonation etc.

(viii)  community mediation for reference of disputeswith consent of partieswhich arelikely to
affect peace, harmony and tranquillity amongst theresidentsor familiesof any areaor locdlity;

(ix)  provisonof onlinemediation;

(9] establishment of the Mediation Council of India.

(xi)  Power to makerulesand regulationsinter-aliafor conduct of mediation.
6.5 Indialnternational Arbitration CentreAct, 2019:

The Indialnternational Arbitration Centre Act, 2019 (earlier known as New Delhi International
Arbitration Centre Act, 2019) was enacted in 2019 to provide for the establishment of thellAC as
an institute of national importance for the purpose of creating an independent and autonomous
regimefor institutionalised arbitration and to devel op Indiaasahub of arbitration.

TheAct providesfor the appointment of persons of repute and having knowledge and expertisein
ingtitutional arbitration as Chairperson and Membersof thellAC.

The Centre was established on 13" June, 2022 and is envisaged to compete with leading arbitral
institutes such as Singapore I nternational Arbitration Centre (SIAC), Hong Kong International
Arbitration Centre (HKIAC), London Court of Internationa Arbitration (LCIA), Dubai Internationa
Arbitration Centre and so on.

6.6 TheArbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 and Ar bitration Council of India:

6.6.1 TheArbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 consolidatesthe law relating to domestic arbitration,
international commercial arbitration, enforcement of foreign arbitral awardsand conciliation. The
Actisbased onthe Model Law adopted by the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law (UNCITRAL) in 1985.

6.6.2 TheArbitrationActisdividedinfiveparts. Part | dealswith arbitrationswherethe seat isin India
and has no application to aforeign-seated arbitration. It is, therefore, acomplete codein dealing
with appointment of arbitrators, commencement of arbitration, making of an award and challenges
to the aforesaid award aswell as execution of such awards. Part-I1 A providesfor the establishment
of Arbitration Council of India- anational level body for grading of arbitral instituteswith aview to
promoteingtitutiona arbitrationin the country and to develop Indiaasahub of internationa arbitration.
Part 11 dealswith the enforcement of aforeign award, asdefined, inIndia. Part [11 dealswith the
Conciliation and Part IV deal swith miscellaneous provisions.

6.6.3 To keep pacewith current developmentsin the arbitration landscape and to enable arbitration asa
viable dispute resolution mechanism, the Indian arbitration law has undergone significant changesin

— )
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theyears 2015, 2019 and 2021. The changes are enabled to signal a paradigm shift for ensuring
timely conclusion of arbitration proceedings, minimizing judicial interventioninthearbitral process
and enforcement of arbitral awards. The amendments are further aimed at promoting institutional
arbitration, updating the law to reflect best global practices and resolve ambiguities thereby
establishing an arbitration ecosystem where arbitral institutions can flourish.

6.6.4 TheArhbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Act, 2019 providesfor establishment of the Arbitration
Council of India(Council) for the purpose of inter-alia framing policies governing the grading of
arbitral institutions and recognizing professiona institutes providing accreditation of arbitrators.

6.6.5 Theestablishment of the Council isaimed to minimizetherolesof courtsin arbitration matters, by
providing that parties may approach arbitral institutions which are graded by the Council and
designated by the Supreme Court and High Courts, asthe case may be, for the purpose of appointment
of arbitrators under section 11 of the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996.

6.6.6 Withaview to expedite the establishment of the Council, thefollowing Rules have been notified
according to the provisions of theAmendment Act:

()] TheArbitration Council of India(Terms and Conditions and the Salary and Allowances
payableto Chairperson and Members) Rules, 2022.

(i) TheArbitration Council of India(Qualifications, Appointment and other Termsand Conditions
of the Service of Chief Executive Officer) Rules, 2022.

@iy  TheArbitration Council of India (Travelling and other Allowances Payableto Part-time
Members) Rules, 2022.

(iv)  TheArhbitration Council of India(Number of Officersand other Employees, their qualifications,
appointment and other Terms and Conditions) Rules, 2022.

Further, Section 10 of theArbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Act, 2019 which dealswith
various aspects of the Council have been brought into force vide notification dated 12.10.2023.

Presently, other stepsfor the establishment of Arbitration Council of Indiaare underway.
6.7 TheCommercial CourtsAct, 2015:

6.7.1 Commercial andfinancia markets have abig roleto promote acountry’seconomic standing inthe
comity of nations. For such economic activitiesto prosper, smpleframework of rulesthat encourage
investors and promote business activitiesisapre-requisite. Therefore, the Government hasgiven
high priority to frame businessfacilitating lawsand rulesinter-aliawith aview to make Indiaone of
the preferred destinations for investment and business. In this context, the Parliament enacted the
Commercia CourtsAct, 2015 which providesfor establishment of Commercia Courtsat district
level, Commercia Divisonand Commercia Appellate DivisonintheHigh Courts.

6.7.2 Carrying the agendaforward and to continue with the economic reformsin the country, the Central
Government hastaken severd stepsto boost the investment and businessfriendly atmosphereinthe
country and facilitate quick resolution of disputeswith least interference of the courts. Inthis
endeavour, the Commercial Courts, Act, 2015 was amended in 2018. The Amendments have
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facilitated the fast tracking of Commercia disputes by reducing the specified value of acommercia
disputeto Rs. 3 lakhsfrom the earlier Rs. 1.00 Crore and establishment of Commercia Courtsat
Digtrict Judge leve inthejurisdiction of High Courtsenjoying Ordinary Origina Civil Jurisdiction.

6.7.3 Also, to ease the load on the judicial system, mandatory “ Pre-Institution Mediation and
Settlement” (PIM S) mechanism has been introduced wherein plaintiff isrequired to undertake
mediation before approaching the Court for settlement of dispute except where any urgent interim
relief iscontemplated. On failure to resolve dispute through PIM S mechanism, the claimant can
approach the courtsfor resolution of their commercial dispute. The amended Act also providesfor
establishment of Commercia Appellate Court at District level and Commercia Court below District
Judgelevd insuch territorieswherein the High Courtsdo not enjoy ordinary origina civil jurisdiction.

6.7.4 Theestablishmentsof Commercia Courtsinthe Country have positively impacted the resol ution of
commercia disputesin atime bound manner.

6.8  Guideon Alternative Dispute Resolution:

On the occasion of Constitution Day on 26.11.2023, ahandbook titled * A Guide to Alternative
Dispute Resolution’ was released by the Hon' ble Vice President of India. The Guide provides
overview and insights on the brief history of different Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
mechanisms, broad contours of these mechanismsincluding statutory provisions, the advantages of
these mechanisms and the various steps and | egid ative interventions carried out by the Government
relating thereto.

6.9  Signing of India-Singapore Memorandum of Understanding in the Sphere of Law and
Dispute Resolution:

6.9.1 InMarch 2024, Indiaand Singapore have signed aMemorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
cooperation between thetwo countriesin the sphere of Law & Dispute Resolution. The Memorandum
of Understanding was signed in avirtual meeting of the Minister of Statefor Law and Justice (1/C),
Government of India, Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal for the Indian side and the Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth and Second Minister for Law, Government of Singapore, Mr. Edwin Tong
for the Singapore side.

6.9.2 TheMoU ison further cooperation between the two countriesin the areas of common interest such
asinternational commercia dispute resol ution and mattersrel ating to promotion of robust aternative
dispute resol ution mechanismsin respective countries etc.

6.9.3 TheMoU inter-alia providesfor the establishment of Joint Consultative Committeeto overseeits
implementation.

1. DIGITALISATIONAND CYBER SECURITY

7.1  Indiasdigita landscape has seen remarkable growth empowering its people by encompassing over
half of its population within just adecade. Inthe midst of thisdigital revolution, the Department of
Legal Affairs, once overwhelmed with paperwork, has made considerable progressin transitioning
to apaperless environment. This shift underscores the continuous commitment to digital adoption
and improving government operationd efficiency. A notableinitiativeistheintroduction of the Legal
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Information Management and Briefing System (LIMBS), adigital platform designed to track court
casesinvolving the Union of India. LIMBS enablesreal-time case tracking and streamlinesfee
management for Law Officers, Panel Counsels, and Advocates. Officials, who once had to be
physically present in court to ascertain the status of orders, can now instantly obtain thisinformation
online. The Department is continually working to enhance the platform, aiming to improve ease of
use. Moreover, the digitization of the Notary application process marks a substantial progression,
allowing citizensto apply for notarization online, aiming to shift the entire notarization processto a
digital platform for easy accessfrom home. Aligned with the Government’ sfocus on services centred
around citizens and supporting the Vision 2047 objectives, these efforts also foster aconducive
environment for businesses. The Department of Legal Affairs has notably upgraded itswebsite to
improve the user experience by offering comprehensiveinformation through an intuitive design,
clear text, and detailed content with hyperlinksto related organizations. This ensures seamless
navigation acrossdifferent web browsers, operating systems, and internet speeds, including mobile
devices. The Department of Legal Affairs haslaunched anew website dedicated to the * One
Nation, OneElection’ initiative. Thisplatformisacrucia tool for spreading awarenessand collecting
public opinionson the policy. It also provides accessto the High-Level Committee’sreport.

7.2  Inaddition, the Department has al so transitioned to a paperless office by digitizing numerous
documents and processes, enhancing transparency and expediting the decision-making workflow.
Operationssuch asfile creation, notation, decis on-making at various|evels, and issuing notifications
are now managed online through the e-Office 7.0 platform. Theimplementation of e-Office has
revolutionized government functions, enabling efficient onlinefile handling, tracking, and swift
decision-making with continuous online monitoring. Moreover, the Department of Lega Affairshas
fully embraced the Government e-Marketplace (GeM), a paperless and cashless procurement
platform for commonly used goods and services, which minimizes human intervention and streamlines
procurement processes.

7.3  AstheDepartment of Legal Affairsexpandsitsdigital footprint, it hassimultaneously enhanced its
effortsto strengthen cybersecurity. Theseinitiativesaim to protect crucial digita infrastructure and
itsdatafrom emerging threats. InadherencetotheMinistry of Electronicsand Information Technology
(MeitY) directives, the Department of Legal Affairs has launched action plans to reinforce
cybersecurity. Theformulation of a Cyber Security Crisis Management Plan (CCMP) marksthe
initial phase, appointing a Chief Information Security Officer (C1SO), Deputy CISO aong with an
expert team to overseethe plan’sformulation and implementation. The CCM Pserves asamethodical
policy framework for the Department, particularly in crisis situations, incorporating steps such as
software updates to enhance network and equipment security and the replacement of outdated I T
hardware with more secure alternatives. The strategy extendsto the Department’ sremote sitesto
guarantee uniform network security measures. A dedicated team undertakes ongoing cybersecurity
surveillance, regular audit concentrating on identifying any intrusions or security shortcomings. The
replacement of outdated | CT devices, the upgrade of network devices, and theinstallation of security
tools have been significant accomplishmentsthisyear in maintaining cybersecurity initiatives. Financia
provisions have been allocated for theimplementation of the CCM P, guaranteeing the availability of
necessary resourcesto address potential cyber threats. The CCM P strategy takes acomprehensive
approach to safeguard all facets of the Department’s IT infrastructure, striving for a robust
cybersecurity defence.
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74  In line with a comprehensive strategy to spread knowledge and elevate awareness about
cybersecurity and associated threats amongst the officersand officia's, the Department has conducted
awareness programmes viasessions, circulars, and social media campaigns throughout the year.
These communications have covered crucial topics such as cybersecurity best practices, the
complexitiesof cyber threats, and their countermeasures. The year 2023 marked a significant
achievement for the Department in cybersecurity, with the execution of strategic initiatives, the
designation of nodal officers, and the allocation of targeted financial resources to strengthen
cybersecurity measures.

7.5  Theoverarching goal isto ensurethat the Department’s public services, including notarization and
mediation among others, areeasly bleto Indian citizen, aligning with the Government’sVison
2047.

8. IMPLEMENTATION CELL
81  Administration of Satutes:
The Cdll isconcerned with the administration of thefollowingActs: -
()] TheAdvocatesAct, 1961
(i) TheAdvocates Welfare Fund Act, 2001.

TheBar Council of Indiaisastatutory body established under section 4 of the AdvocatesAct, 1961
that regulatesthelegal practiceand legal education in India. Itsmembers are el ected from amongst
thelawyersin Indiaand as such representsthe Indian bar. It prescribes standards of professional
conduct, etiquettes and exercises disciplinary jurisdiction over the bar. It also sets standardsfor
legal education and grantsrecognition to universitieswhose degreeinlaw will serveasaquadlification
for studentsto enrol themselves as advocates upon graduation. Rules framed by Bar Council of
Indiaunder the AdvocatesAct, 1961 and The Advocates Welfare Fund Act, 2001 are available on
the official website of the Bar Council of Indiai.e. www.barcouncilofindia.org.

8.2  TheAdvocates Welfare Fund Act, 2001: Social security intheform of financial assistanceto
junior lawyersand welfare schemesfor indigent or disabled advocates has always been amatter of
concern for thelegal fraternity. Certain States enacted their own legislation on the subject. The
Parliament enacted “ Advocates Welfare Fund Act, 2001" applicableto the Union Territoriesand
the States which do not have their own enactments enabling them to create “ Advocates Welfare
Fund’. ThisAct makesit compulsory for every advocate to affix stamps of the requisite valueon
every Vakalatnamafiled in any Court, Tribunal or other Authority. Sums collected by way of sale of
“Advocates Welfare Fund Stamps’ constitute an important source of the Fund. Any practicing
Advocate may become member of the Fund on payment of an application fee and annual subscription.
The Fund shdl vest in and be held and applied by the Trustee Committee established by the gppropriate
Government. The Fund shall, inter alia, be used for making ex-gratia grant to amember of the
fund in case of aserious health problem, payment of afixed amount on cessation of practiceandin
case of death of amember, to hisnominee or legal heir, medical and educational facilitiesfor the
members and their dependents, purchase of books and for common facilitiesfor advocates.
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8.3 Law Commission Reports: The Implementation Cell isresponsiblefor processing of reports of
the Law Commissionof India, laying them before the Parliament and forward reportsto the concerned
Ministries/Departmentsfor their examination /implementation aswell as pursuethem for expeditious
action. The Law Commission of Indiahas submitted 1-287 & 289 reports out of which 277 reports
have been laid before both the Houses of the Parliament. All the reportsreceived till 19.03.2024
have been forwarded to the concerned Ministries'Departmentsfor their examination/ implementation
or further action at their end. Remaining 11 Reportswill belaid before both the Houses of the
Parliament soon. The Implementation Cell, in pursuance of the recommendations of the Department
Related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievance, Law & Justice, since
2005 has been continuoudly laying Annua statement showing the status of pending Law Commission
Reports before both the Houses of the Parliament. Thelast of such Statement (15th Statement) was
laid on the Table of both the Houses of Parliament (in Lok Sabhaon 01.04.2022 and Rajya Sabha
on 31.03.2022). The Commission also makes its reports available through its website
i.e. www.lawcommissionofindianic. in.

84  Legal Education: Under the AdvocatesAct, 1961, Bar Council of Indiaisastatutory body to
regulate the legal education in India. Necessary steps have been taken by this Department as per
the observations made by Hon' ble Prime Minister in his speech delivered at the Joint Conference of
Chief Minister and Chief Justice of High Courtson 30" April, 2022. In thisregard, this Department
had sought comments on the subject of revamping the Legal Education Systemin Indiain thelight of
New Education Policy- 2020 from National Law Universities(NLUS).

85  TheAdvocates (Amendment) Act, 2023 (33 of 2023):

Repeal of ‘The Legal PractitionersAct, 1879 (18 of 1879), amendment of the Advocates
Act, 1961 (25 of 1961) by incor por ating provisions of Section 36 of theL egal Practitioners
Act of 1879 in theAdvocatesAct.

The proposal for repeal isintunewith the policy of the Central Government to repeal all obsolete
lawswhich havelost their utility. It helpsin reducing the number of lawsin the statute book. The
Legal Practitioner Act, 1879isanAct to deal with legal practitionersin the country. It wasaBritish
EraAct. After independence, Parliament has enacted anew law, namely, the AdvocatesAct, 1961
(25 of 1961) to deal with legal practitioners. All the aspects which are dealt with in the Legal
Practitioner Act, 1879 are already covered under the AdvocatesAct, 1961 except the matter relating
to‘touts .

Inview of section 50 of theAdvocatesAct, 1961, all sectionsof the Legal PractitionersAct, 1879,
except sections 1, 3, and 36 have been repealed. The proposal for the repeal of the remaining three
sectionsi.e. 1, 3, and 36 would hel p in reducing the number of superfluous enactmentsin the statute
book.

The Department of Legal Affairs had taken up the matter to repeal the applicable provisionsof the
Lega PractitionersAct, 1879 with the L egid ative Department, the Law Commission of Indiaand
the Bar Council of India. The Department of Legal Affairshad also constituted acommittee to
review the Actsand rules administered by the Department. The Committee had recommended to
repeal ‘ TheLegal PractitionersAct, 1879 (18 of 1879), aBritish eralegidation, with consequential
amendmentsin theAdvocatesAct, 1961.
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Therepealing of the Legal PractitionersAct, 1879 from the statutes book, will be acontribution to
achievethe goal of repealing the obsolete laws specifically that pertain to British era. It will aso be
astep towards ease of doing businessand ease of living for citizens. It would aso helpin regulating
thelegal profession by asingleActi.e., the AdvocatesAct, 1961.

Currently, the Legal PractitionersAct, 1879 has been repeal ed and the Advocates (Amendment)
Act, 2023 has been passed by the Parliament and the assent of the Hon’ ble President of Indiahas
also been received on 8" December, 2023.

0. EVENTSAND SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE

9.1 SOCIAL MEDIA CELL: Department of Lega Affairshasadedicated Social MediaCell whichis
responsible for disseminating information and creating public awareness regarding the objectives
and various activities of the Department through an effective outreach on different Social Media
Platforms. Besides the social media platforms, the department also on aregular basis uses other
traditional modes of communication and dissemination like press, radio and television. Pressreleases
areissued through the PIB from time-to-time regarding new initiatives and achievements of the
department and also on various event organized by it. The Social Media Cell coordinatesthese and
other outreach activitieswith different mediaunitsof Ministry of | & B like PIB, CBC, Directorate
of Field Publicity, All IndiaRadio and Doordarshan. The cell isalso required to collaborate with
other Ministriesand Departments of the Government of Indiafromtime-to-timefor pooling resources
and collating activities. Some of the highlights of the activities of the socia mediaCell during theyear
aredetailed below:

9.2 ACTIVITIESCONDUCTED/ COORDINATED BY THE SOCIAL MEDIA CELL:

. Lifestylefor Environment Campaign (LiFE) | 1st-5th June 2023
o M eeting with Vietnam Delegation | 13th June 2023

o Mission LiFE Environment Quiz | 15th-21st June 2023

o International YogaDay | 21st June 2023

. Adobe Software Training | 19th-20th June 2023

. Chintan Shivir | 25th June 2023

. Goodsand Services Tax Day | 1st July 2023

o Minister of State (I/C) for Law and Justice and officials met with Vietnamese Delegation |
2nd July 2023

o Seminar on Engagements between Indiaand UNIDROIT | 11th July 2023
. 164th Income Tax Day | 24th July 2023

o Postcard M aking Competition on Angdaan Mahotsav | 31st July 2023

o Angdaan Mahotsav (Indian Organ Donation Day) | 3rd August 2023

. Independence Day | 15th August 2023

. National Sports Day Quiz | 26th-8th September 2023

. National Sports Day | 29th August 2023
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o 10th Meeting of Ministersof Justice of member statesof Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
| 5th September 2023

o Hindi Diwas| 14th September 2023

o Garbage Free India Special Campaign 2.0 | 15th September-2nd October 2023
o Law Secretary met with Singapore Delegation | 18th September 2023

. Hindi Anuvaad Pratiyogita | 20th September 2023

. National Cyber Security Awareness Month | October 2023

. Swachhta Diwas | 2nd October 2023

o Garbage Free India Special Campaign 3.0 | 2nd-31st October

o BrahmhaKumaris Training Session | 27th October 2023

o Pledge Ceremony for Rastriya Ekta Diwas | 26th October 2023

. Run for Unity | 28th October 2023

. National Unity Day | 31st October 2023

. Vigilance Awareness Week | 30th October-5th November 2023

o Congtitution Day | 26th November 2023

o BrahmaKumaris Session on Stress Management | 10th November 2023

o AdvocatesAmendment Bill 2023 passed by Lok Sabha | 4th December 2023

. Brahma Kumaris Session on Stress Management | 8th December 2023
o Prevention of Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Campaign | 12th-19th December
2023

o BrahmaKumaris Digital Detox Session | 22nd December 2023

o Empowering Tribals Transforming India(PM-JANMAN) | 16th-23rd January 2024
o BrahmaKumaris Session on Emational Engineering | 5th January 2024

o World Hindi Day | 10th January 2024

o National Girl Child Day | 24th January 2024

o National Voters' Day | 25th January 2024

o Republic Day | 26th January 2024

o BrahmaKumaris Session on Enhancing Communication Skills| 2nd February 2024
. Safer Internet Day | 6™ February 2024

. Awareness Workshop on POSH Act | 13th February 2024

o BrahmaKumaris Session on Work Life Integration | 16th February 2024

o Capacity Building Workshop for Legal Advisors | 20th March 2024

9.3  Socid MediaCell raisesawareness about the Department of Legal Affairsby utilizing socia media
platformsi.e. Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, Koo, Facebook and YouTube. The cell made atotal of
2,298 postson their official social mediahandlesthat ranged from posts covering international and
national days of importance, highlighting achievementsand ongoing successful activities conducted
by DoL A, inaddition to running informative campaignsfor wider outreach.
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9.4  Photographsof Important Events

(Chintan Shivir held on 25" June, 2023)
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(10th Meeting of Ministersof Justice of member statesof Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
held on 5th September, 2023)

srirtining at ihie Winiviees of sipblas of Thi kMgt 3reiss of hanghal
ConzHimd lom Onge tedrssn
B Boperbor, 10323

§ A= N TITE BT L TP 1w L w b s T R

T LA AT T

B caivralpa BOTE 1,

I mErHEC NSRRI R
MITESASH =

ITHA
T

s =y --:‘:"—"-_—"'"i
- V :




Annua Report 2023-2024 ‘

(Run for Unity held on 28" October, 2023)
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(Prevention of Sexual Har assment of Women at Wor kplace Campaign held from 12th-13"
February, 2024)
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(Constitution Day held on 26" November, 2023)
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(9™ International Yoga Day held on 21% June, 2023)
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(Minister of State(1/C) for Law and Justice and officials met with Vietnamese Delegation held
on| 2" July 2023)

FO m®

L .
B o wmsE Wenern

MINISTRY O LAV & 547 e

Ty -

=

‘ F'A—

firfily e wrTe afeTEE
MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE

SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

Honble Minister of State (I/C), Law & Justice, Minister of State, Parliamer
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10. TRAININGDIVISION

10.1 Intherapidly evolving landscape of the professional world, organizationsare continual ly challenged
to adapt to new technol ogies, methodol ogies, and market trends. One crucial aspect that playsa
pivota rolein ensuring the sustained growth and success of any department isthe establishment of
adedicated Training Division. Given theimportance of Training and Capacity Building, aTraining
Division has been created in the department in the year 2022 and tasked with the responsibility of
devisngamechanismto providetraining to IL S Officersand other OfficergdOfficidsof the Department.
Sinceitsinception, the Training Divisonisbeing headed by Dr. Anju Rathi Rana, Additional Secretary.
Under her supervision, the department has signed MoUswith Training I nstitutes/Organi sations such
asIndian Institute of Public Administration (11PA) and NLU-Delhi for imparting customised need
basstraining to IL S officersand other officersof the Department. Training Division hasa so developed
anAnnual Capacity Building Plan in consultation with the Capacity Building Commission. Also, as
per directions, workshops, webinars, short trainings etc. are also being organised by the Training
Divisiononregular basis.

10.2 Approved TrainingPlans:  Further specialized training plans are developed for holistic
development of Human Resourcesincluding:

I Training Planfor ILS Officers
I Training Plan for feeder Cadre (Supdt. and Assistant Legal)
ii. Training Planfor Young Professionas
iii. Training Planfor Law Interns
V. Training planfor SOYASOs
V. Specialized Training on Law of Seas
10.3 ActivitiesConducted duringtheF.Y 2023-24 for Capacity Building:

I Development of Annua Capacity Building Plan (ACBP) in consultation with Capacity Building
Commission.

. Implementation of Training Calendar developed under ACBP
. Conduct of Trainings/'Workshops/Webinarsetc. for the Officerg/Officia s of the department.

. Onboarding of employees of the department on the centralized onlinetraining platformi.e. i-
GoT Karmayogi Platform and monitoring of training courses consumed by the employees.

V. MoU on training have been signed with Indial nstitute of Public Administration.

— )



’ Annual Report 2023-2024

10.4 Trainingsand Wor kshops Organised:

Trainings under Annual Capacity Building Plan

QUARTER COURSES

Quarter —1(April-dune) | i. DakshtaCourse

ii.  Introduction to Emerging Technologies

iii. StressManagement

iv. Prevention of Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
Quarter —2(July-Sept) i. Preparation of Cabinet Notes

ii. Microsoft Excel for Beginners

iii. Microsoft PowerPoint Beginners
iv. Microsoft Word Beginners

Quarter —3(Oct - Dec) | i. Excel Advance

ii. Power point Advance

iii. WordAdvance

iv. Self Leadership— Stress Management
Other recommended e Dakshataprogramme - For al ASO and SO
Courses e Vikascourse-All USor equivaent Officers

e Introduction to Emerging Technologiesby WITP
e Stay Safein Cyber Spaceby i4c

e Prevention of Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
by ISTM

e Stressmanagement - Increasing your Emotional Quotient by
Artof Living

e Digital literacy —M S Suite
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10.5 Detailsof OfflineTrainingsconducted by the Department :

S. | CourseName Date Platform | Recipients
No.
I. Training on Behaviour Skills 29.05.2023 | Offline | All Employeesof Department
(Artof Living) 30.05.2023 of Legd Affairs
ii. | TrainingonAdobeapplication 19.06.2023 | Offline | ILSNon-ILS
20.06.2023
ii. | Stress Management Series
Overcoming Stress 27.10.2023 | Offline | USand above
Securing Happiness 24* 7 10.11.2023 | Offline | SO and Below
Password for ahealthy life 24.11.2023 | Offline | USand above
Overcoming fear of uncertainties 08.12.2023 | Offline | SO and Below
Digita Detox 22.12.2023 | Offline | All Employeesof Department
of Legal Affairs
Emotiona Engineering 05.01.2024 | Offline
Enhancing Communication SkillsPart-1 | 19.01.2024 | Offline
Enhancing Communication SkillsPart-11 | 02.02.2024 | Offline
Work Lifelntegration 16.02.2024 | Cffline
Menta Empowerment 01.03.2024 | Offline
iv. | AwarenessWorkshop on Preventionof |[13.02.2024 | Offline | All Employeesof Department
Sexual Harassment of Women at of Legd Affars
workplace
V. | Capacity BuildingWorkshopforLega |20.03.2024 | Offline | Legal Advisersand
Advisersand Subordinate Legal Cadre Subordinate Legal Cadre
(Guest Speaker Shri Suresh Chandra,
Former Law Secretary)




Annual Report 2023-2024

- .'.
M
Ly

LTI

LR LT
LR [TRE
|

Photo 1: Capacity Building Sessions on Behavioural Aspects : Stress Management Session in association with Brahma
Kumaris Organisation

Photo 2: Capacity Building Sessions on Behavioural Aspects : Stress Management Session in association with Brahma

Kumaris Organisation
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Photo 3: Capacity Building Sessions on Behavioural Aspects: Stress Management Session in association with Brahma
Kumaris Organisation
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Photo 4: Capacity Building Sessions on Behavioural Aspects : Stress Management Session in association with Brahma
Kumaris Organisation
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Photo 5: Capacity Building Sessions on Behavioural Aspects : Stress Management Session in association with Brahma
Kumaris Organisation
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Photo 6: Capacity Building Sessions on Behavioural Aspects : Stress Management Session in association with Brahma
Kumaris Organisation
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Photo 7: Capacity Building Sessions on Behavioural Aspects: Stress Management Session in association with Brahma
Kumaris Organisation

1. HINDI SECTION
11.1 Progressiveuseof Hindi in Official work in the Department of L egal Affairs:-

(@) The Department of Legal Affairs hastaken following stepsto implement variousinstructionsissued
by the Department of Official Language on the progressive use of Hindi for official purposesof the
Union ascontained in the Official LanguagesAct, 1963 and the Official Languages (Usefor Official
Purposes of the Union) Rules 1976: -

@ Notification under the Rule 10(4) of the Official L anguages (Usefor Official Purposes
of theUnion) Rules 1976:

This Department was notified under Rule 10(4) of the Official Languages Rules, 1976 on
21-3-1980. All officers and employees proficient in Hindi submit drafts etc. of all
communications addressed to State Governments/Union Territoriesand to privateindividuals
and also to Central Government offices located in Region’s “A” and “B” and of
communicationsinreply tolettersetc., received in Hindi or sgnedin Hindi, including appedls,
representations etc., (from the employees) only in Hindi.

(b) Sepstaken for implementation of ordersrelating to the Official L anguage and
progressive use of Hindi:

(@) Ordersfor individualsunder rule 8(4):

Under the provisionsof Official Language (Usefor officia purpose of the Union) rule 8(4)
of rule, 1976 (Asamended 1987) latest ordersin the name of officers/femployeeswho are
proficientin Hindi wereissued on 13.12.2023 to do their complete official work in Hindi.

— )
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()] Check Points:

A review of the check pointsfor implementation of ordersrelating to the Official Language
was made and ordersfor creation of adequate number of check pointsin accordance with
Rule 12 of the Officia Languages Rules, 1976 wereissued on 13.12.2023. The effectiveness
of check pointsisbeing regularly monitored through the quarterly progressreportsreceived
from sectiong/offices.

3 In Sections/ Unitswherethe staff are proficient in Hindi, the use of Hindi intheir day-to-day
work is being encouraged. Work relating to grant of varioustypesof leaveisbeing donein
Hindi. AlImost all casesrelating to House Building Advances, GPF Advancesand Withdrawals
etc. are also being processed in Hindi and ordersare also being issued in Hindi.

4 All general orders, notifications, resolutions and administrative reports etc. areinvariably
issued in bilingual form. All lettersreceived in Hindi areinvariably replied toin Hindi only. It
isgtrictly ensured that thereisno violation of therelevant rulesin thisregard. Englishto Hindi
dictionaries have been provided to al sections of the Department for encouraging the use of
Hindi in day-to-day official work.

(5) Hindi specimen of standard draft of al |ettersbeing used frequently by various sectionshave
been provided. All standard forms have been prepared in Hindi and English so that employees
can usethem without facing any difficulty. All forms used in the Department have a so been
tranglated into Hindi. Entriesin service books are al so being made in Hindi. All rubber
stamps, name plates, sign boards etc., areinvariably prepared in bilingual form.

(6) All computersin the Department are bilingual . Facility to work in Hindi isavailable onthe
computers provided to the officers and sections of the Department.

@) Hindi Teaching Scheme:

A time bound programme has been prepared for imparting Hindi/ Hindi Stenography/ Hindi
Typing Training to theemployeesof the Department and its offices under the Hindi Teaching
Scheme. Employees are awarded personal pay/ Advanceincrements/ Cash Awardsetc. as
per theinstructions of the Ministry of HomeAffairs, Department of Official Language.

(8) OLI1C Meetings:

Themeetings of Official Language |mplementation Committee of the Department are held
regularly. Additional Secretary (RajbhashaAdhikari) of the Department isthe Chairman of
this Committee and Director (Admn.), al Deputy Secretariesand Under Secretariesand all
Section Incharges and Branch Officers are members of this Committee whereas Assistant
Director (O.L.) isthe Member Secretary. In these meetings, compliance status of Quarterly
progressive report and implementation of ordersrelated to Official Language arereviewed.
Minutes of the meetings are circulated to all concerned for follow-up action.

9) Hindi Wor kshop:

In compliance of the officia language policy of the union and instructionsissued by Depitt. of
Official Language, MHA with the objective of removing the difficulties being faced by the
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employees of Branch Secretariat Kolkata, Deptt. of Lega Affairsand ITAT, KolkataBench
intheir day-to-day official work in Hindi, Hindi workshopswere organized on 19.04.2023
and 20.04.2023 respectively. Lecture/Training was given in these workshopsto officers/
AssistantsUDC,g/and Court Clerks by Shri Shamsher Singh Asst. Director (OL) Deptt. of

Legal Affairs.

I TAT, Kolkata Bench

In continuation of removing difficultiesintheuseof Hindi being faced by employees, Hindi workshops
were organized at Branch Secretariat, Bengaluru, Deptt. of Lega Affairsand I TAT, Bengauru Bench
on 21.02.2024 and 23.02.2024 respectively aswell.

— )
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Branch Secretariat, Bengaluru,

I TAT, Bengaluru Bench

A Hindi Workshop was also organized on 15.03.2024 in the Deptt. of Legal Affairs, Shastri Bhawan.
Atalk was given by Shri Shamsher Singh, Asst. Director, Deptt. of Lega Affairsto employees of
Deptt. Of Legal Affairs.
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Deptt. of Legal Affairs, Shastri Bhawan

(10) Official Languagelnspection

In consonancewith the provisonsmadeintheAnnua Programmeof Deptt. of Officia Language,
MHA an inspection regarding review of the progressmadein use of Hindi in official work of
Branch Secretariat Kolkataand I TAT, Kolkata Bench was carried out on 18.04.2023 and
20.04.2023 respectively by Shri Shamsher Singh, Assistant Director (OL), Deptt. of Legal
Affars

AnOfficial Language Inspectionwascarried out inAdvice‘ A’ Sectionand Advice' B’ Section,
on 10.01.2024 by Officiasof Official Language Unit, Deptt. Of Legd Affairs.

Inthe continuation of Officia Language I nspection drive, an Inspection of Branch Secretariat,
Bengduru, Depitt. Of Legd Affairsand I TAT, Bengd uru Bench wascarried out by Shri Shamsher
Singh, Asst. Director and Ms. Khushboo Nidhi, Jr. Trand ation Officer., Deptt. Of Legd Affairs
on 20.02.2024 and 22.02.2024 respectively.

(11) Organisation of Hindi Day/Hindi Fortnight:

With aview to accel erate the use of Official Language and to increase the awarenessamong
the employeesasregardsto the Officid Language policy and the variousincentive schemesfor
using Hindi in officid work, Hindi Diwas (Day) was cel ebrated in the Department on 14.09.2023.
Hon’ ble Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Law and Justice and Law Secretary in
their messages appeal ed to the officers and empl oyees of the Department to adopt Hindi in
their day-to-day official work. Message received from Hon' ble Home Minister on the eve of
‘Hindi Day’ wasa so circulated in the Department and its offices. In order to makethevarious
programmes organised in this connection effective, the* Hindi Pakhwada’ (Fortnight) was
organised in the Department from 14.09.2023 t0 29.09.2023. Thiswasdonewith the objective
of giving wider publicity to the various schemes and generating maximum output in terms of

—— )
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work donein Hindi. Thisyear, during the* Hindi Pakhwada’, 5 competitionsviz, ‘ Hindi Essay
Compstition’, ‘Hindi Typing Competition’, ‘ Trand ation Competition’ and ‘ Hindi Noting and
Drafting Competition’, ‘ Hindi Dictation’ (for group ‘C’, employees) were organised inthe
Department. Nearly 102 officers/'employees participated in these competitions. Out of these
69 successful participantswere awarded cash prizes. ‘Hindi Diwas (Day)’ wasa so celebrated
inthe Branch Secretariats of the Department and Benchesof thelncome Tax Appd late Tribund

at various placesin the Country. Various competitions were organi sed on this occasion and
successful participantswere awarded cash prizes.

Hindi Pakhwada Competition

12. LIMBS(L egal Information and Management Briefing System)

12.1 ThelLegal Information Management and Briefing System (LIMBS) isaweb-based application for
monitoring all court caseswhere Union of Indiaisaparty. LIMBS cameinto operation in February
2016 and since then, the application has been working under the supervision of the Department of
Lega Affairs, Ministry of Law and Justice. It isan innovative and easy to accessonlinetool that is
available 24x7 to al the stakeholders, viz., senior Government officers/officials, nodal officersand
usersof the MinistriesDepartments.

12.2 LIMBS Version 2.0 is an upgraded version of LIMBS and was launched in the year 2020 in
collaboration with NIC. It isadashboard-based system for the user Ministries/Departments on
which they can monitor their casesat aglance. Thisversion uses Open-Source technologiesusing
the coordinator framework of PHP to enhance the security and improvethe efficiency of the system.

12.3 LIMBSaso capturesarbitration casesright from internal processing of the dispute at the ministry/
department level followed by nomination of arbitrators, and the proceedings. The Department of
Legal Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat, Niti Aayog, and PM O can access court case detailson LIMBS.
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Central Agency Section (CAYS) of the Department of Legal Affairsalso identifiesand entersthe
details of important casesfiled by the Union of India(Uol) before the Supreme Court. EAC-PM
(EconomicAdvisory Council to the Prime Minister) was a so given accessto the LIMBS Portal for
the preparation of awhite paper on Union of India, litigation.

12.4 LIMBSporta offersapowerful solution for Ministries/Departments users seeking to modernize
and optimize case management processes, improve transparency and efficiency, and enhance the
delivery of justiceto all stakeholdersinvolved inthelegal system.

12.5 Leaningtowardsamore automated system minimizing the manual dataentry process, effortsare
being madetointegrate LIMBSwith various Courtsand Tribunal databasesthrough APIsfor seamless
datatransfer and update. Inthisregard, Supreme Court, High Court, District Courts, and 17 Tribunals
were approached. Department of Legal Affairsin cooperation with NIC and respective Court/
Tribunal Authoritieshad successfully integrated LIMBSwith thefollowing Courtsand Tribunals:

Courts/Tribunalsintegrated with LIMBSviaAPI i.e.

° Supreme Court

° High Courts

. District & Session Courts

Tribunals(9):

. Centra Administrative Tribuna (CAT)

° Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT)
. Appdlate Tribunal for Electricity (APTEL)

° Customs Excise and Service Tax Appellate Tribuna (CESTAT)
. Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT)

° National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)

. National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)

° National Green Tribuna (NGT)

° Railway ClaimsTribuna (RCT)

12.6 Integration of LIMBSwiththeremaining 4 Tribunals (AFT, NCDRC, CGIT, and Appellate Tribunas
under SAFEMA) isin progress.

12.7 Asondate 31 March 2024, LIMBSwasimplemented in all Ministries of the Government of
India, its departments, and attached offices and it brought all the stakeholdersviz. users, Nodal
Officersof thevarious Ministry/Departments, advocates etc. on asingle platform. With the concerted
efforts of Ministries/Departments, the application has captured 11.31 lakh court cases (including
disposed of cases) through 14049 registered users, thereby creating aunified database of litigations
pertaining to the Union of India. The application has captured details of 3291 courtsand 21778
advocates.
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Figure 1: Outreach of LIMBS Portal
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12.8 MAINFEATURESOFLIMBSLIMBSIsequipped with advanced dataanal ytics capabilities.
These features support the monitoring of cases and the uploading of fee billsby law officers, panel

counsels, and advocates. Thekey featuresof LIMBSinclude:

0] My court cases: Users havethe ability to input new casesviathe‘New Entry’ tab on the
dashboard. They can update the most recent hearing dates and upload pertinent documents
for acasethrough the ‘ Compliance Entry’ section. Additionally, users may edit or input
basic case details like the CNR number, advocate names, mobile numbers, and a brief
higtory.

(i) Updation: Users can update/edit thelast date of hearing, update the CNR number inwhich
casesthe CNR number is not updated while on new entry, automatic updation of case status
in bulk cases, Update exception cases and Tribunal s cases al so.

@iii)  Important Cases—A Nodal Officer hasthefacility to mark cases as‘ Important’ after
getting approval from the concerned Secretary. Users can also view important cases of the
concerned Ministry/Department under the Important Cases tab on the dashboard.

(iv)  MISReports: Userscan view statistical reportsor summary reports, viz. case status-wise
summary, case category-wise summary, financial implication-wise summary, court wise
summary, decided cases summary, total arbitration cases, tota raised bills, total nodd officers
list, total user list, etc.

On MIS reports, users can view the litigation status of the concerned Ministry, viz. total
number of cases entered, pending cases, disposed of cases, cases pending for compliance,
important cases, contempt cases, counsel wisetop 10 cases, subject wise pending cases, etc.

(V) Advanced Sear ch: Through thispowerful utility, users can search court casesthrough various
fields- Ministry/Department, court details, case category, financial implication, case status,
party name, advocate, system date, case date, next date of hearing/judgment date and brief
history.
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(vi)  Nodal Officersand Local Admins can activate newly registered users of concerned
Ministry/ Departments/Autonomous organizations/ CPSEs, etc. They can changetheprofile
of userswho haveretired or transferred and can del ete wrongly entered or duplicate cases.

(vii)  Add Progress. Userscan add day to day progress of the cases and display itsdetailson
theweb page.

(vili) Transfer of Cases: Usersof one Ministry/Department can transfer casesto other users of
the same Ministry/Department or to nodal officers of other Ministries.

(ix)  Arbitration Cases. Userscan enter detailsusing the‘ Case Entry’ tab and can view entered
casesusing thelist under the* Arbitration’ tab.

(x) AMRCD/AMRD Module: It has a separate domain to enter and monitor cases pertaining
to the Administrative M echanism for Resolution of Commercial DisputesAMRCD and
AMRD. Reports can also be generated under the‘MIS Report’ tab.

(xi)  FAB Module-FAB Module (Form for Appearance Bill) to enablelaw officerstoraisebills
online. Thisdigita initiative not only savestime but a so hel psthe smooth processing of hills.

(xii)  AdvocateL ogin: Presently, advocates can log into their accounts and can enter new cases.
Advocates can update the last hearing dates, next hearing dates, transfer cases by marking
the status‘ Thisisnot my case’' to the concerned user, send message to arespective user
whoisdealing with the case, and raise abill online.

(xiti) Raised Bill: Userscan view the bills uploaded by the Advocate on concerned cases and
generate sanction order copy also.

(xiv) AdviceModule/ (SLP): The SLP module was devel oped to capture timelines of physical
processesto curb delaysin thetimely filing of SLP/Appeals.

(xv)  Exception Cases: The exception cases are those cases contai ning exceptions/errorsrel ated
to courts, advocate details, case category, case status, financial implication, case date, and
last date of hearing. To update the exceptions/errors, asub- module was a so devel oped.

129 UPGRADATIONOFLIMBS

I. LIMBS Homepage: LIMBS homepage has been transformed to showcase live statistics
fromtheLIMBSporta. Thedesign will featureamodern, user-friendly layout with dynamic
visualsthat effortlessly direct usersto important features and motivate engagement with
strategically positioned callsto action.

ii. User regigtration page: The user registration pagefor LIMBS has been redesigned to include
Local/Nodal Officer detailsand add an option for usersto fill intheir email. Usersmay now
createthelr usernameidentical to their email address.

iii. Case Priority: Users now have the option to select the case priority (High, Medium, Low)
on the new entry page and can also generate reports based on case priority using the
Advanced Search feature.
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V. Training materials: Training materialsfor LIMBS are created under the framework of the
Capacity Building Commission.

V. DGQI Guidelines: LIMBS datais being updated on the Data Governance Quality Index
(DGQI) portal by Niti Aayog.

Vi. Emall Functionality: The LIMBS platform features an email tool that enablesthe Ministry/
Department Secretary to send notifications regarding upcoming hearingsfor relevant cases.

vil. New Codificationfor LIMBS Ministries/Departments: Following the directivesfrom NIC
and the e-Courts committee, new codification of all Ministries, Departments, Attached
Offices, PSUs, and Subordinate Offices have been created.

vii.  Theauto-updation feature of High Court casesin LIMBS now recordsthe case stage, next
hearing date, |ast hearing date, and order detailsdaily through the CNR number eachtimea
user logsinto the LIMBS portal.

iX. Integration of LIMBSwith the Supreme Court allows usersto retrieve case details and
orders by entering the Diary Number on the new entry page of the LIMBS portal.

X. LIMBSregigtration on NAPIX platform for new API server for High Court and District and
Session court cases with e-Court server has been created.

Xi. Exception Cases: A new SM S alert feature has been introduced for exceptional scenarios.

Xil. New Financial Implication: The LIMBS portal now allows usersto select financial slabson
the new entry pageto record the actual amount involved in the cases.

xiii.  CauseList: Usershavetheability to accessfacilitiesfor High Court casesand review case
details by selecting aspecific date from the causelist.

xiv.  LIMBS portal design has been updated to enhance user experience, functionality, and
accessibility. Thisupdate offers avaluable and user-friendly platform for accessing court
case information, with improved navigation and streamlined tabsfor amore efficient user
experience.

XV. Module 8A: A new moduleisbeing developed for the Ministry of Financeonthe LIMBS
portal to tackle the backlog of pending appeals.

xvi.  Training and Support Module: Thismodul e enables usersto submit requestsfor training or
report any issuesor queriesthey encounter whileusingthe LIMBS portal.

xvii.  TheLIMBSporta providesuser-friendly step-by-step instructions and demonstrationsvia
screenshots, along with interactive video tutorial s to enhance the user experience.

xviii. LIMBSFAQs. TheLIMBSFAQs have been updated to addressthe most common questions
and problemsusersface onthe LIMBS portal. These FAQshelp usersquickly find answers
to their queries and make effective use of the LIMBS platform.



Annual Report 2023-2024 ‘

xiX.  Toenhancethe monitoring of court cases, thefollowing new reports have been added under
the M1S Reportstab:

° Affidavit Report

° Ministry Wise User Progress Report

° Periodic Report

° Sub-Category report of Casetype of cases
° Contempt/NDOH report

° Year-wisereport (Last 10 years)

° HC state-wise report

° FAB Module—Advocate wise report

° FAB Module- Ministry-wise report

° LIMBS progressreport under DoLA Login

12.10 IMPACT OFLIMBS

I LIMBSisaninitiativelaunched at an opportunetime, serving asacatayst for improvements
inthe monitoring of court casesfrom the perspective of Ministries/Departments of Union of
India. It aimsto integrate with the e-Court gpplication, providing acomprehensive solution
for the effective oversight of UQI litigation. LIMBS employsaunified database, standard
templates, and acommon nomenclature to remove confusion and ambiguity in handling court
cases. SMS alerts to advocates, users, and concerned officers ensure vigilant case
management. Additionally, M IS reports have enhanced the functioning of legal cellsacross
different Ministries/Departments.

. LIMBS hasthus revol utionized the litigation monitoring system of the Union of Indiaby
introduci ng accountability, ownership, and cohes venessamong the usersacrossthe Ministries
and improving transparency by entering the necessary information on thisweb application.

. LIMBS offers affordable web technology accessto all stakeholdersinthe UOI involvedin
acourt case, coordinating inputsthat are seamlessy available 24/7 according to predefined
access rules. This enables continuous monitoring of a case’s various stages through a
comprehensive suite of user-friendly reports.

V. LIMBSamsto reducefinancial burden, conservetime, and bring efficiency intheworking
of various Departments of a Ministry. It fosters transparency and instils a sense of
responsibility among all stakeholdersthroughout the duration of acourt case.

V. Itwill assist authoritiesin making data-driven decisions, evaluating the performance of various
stakeholders, and conducting legal audits.

12.11 For thegovernment to function in amore coordinated manner and to achieve theintended outcomes,
itisessentid that various departments submit their datapromptly within aspecified timeframeandin
anintegrated fashion.
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12.12 TRAINING/MEETING CONDUCTED BY LIMBSTEAM

Department of Legal Affairs, keepingin view the huge user base, LIMBS had extended its support
for the smooth adoption of application by all concerned MinistriesDepartments. Over 191 training/
meeting sessions (both through Online and offline modes) were conducted by the LIMBS team
which covered officerg/officials of various Ministries/Departmentslike M/o Finance (Revenue
CBDT), M/o Home Affairs (NCB), M/o Defence (Ex-serviceman Welfares and Defence
Estates), D/o Space, M/o Labour and Employment, M/o Corporate affairs, M/o
Communications (NI CF), M/o Women child and Development, CAG etc to ensure effective
dissemination of itsfeatures.

P
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Figure2: Training at CAG, HQ New Delhi

13.  Statement showing the number of ILS and GCS (excluding Accountant and Jr. Accountant) Cadre
employees in the Department and the number of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other
Backward Classes, Ex-Servicemen and Physically Handicapped amongst them as on 31.03.2024
isat ANNEXURE-II.

14.  Statement showing the number of employeesof CSS, CSSS, CSCS, CSOL Sand GCS (A ccountant
and Jr. Accountant only) Cadre and the number of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other
Backward Classes, Ex-Servicemen and Physically Handicapped amongst them ason 31.03.2024
isat ANNEXURE-I11.

15. SWACHHATAMISSION:

15.1 Under the“ Special Campaign 3.0”, cleanliness drive was conducted in the Department of Legal
Affairsduring 2023-24. Under the said campaign, old and obsoleteitemsincluding those which
were unserviceable, e-waste, worn out furniture and fittings, outdated air conditioners, etc. were
auctioned. Thishelpedin creating acleaner environment in the Department.
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15.2 Inorder to encourage cleanlinessin the office area, the Department of Legal Affairshasbeen keenly
monitoring variousinitiatives and organi sed several awareness campaigns amongst employeesfor
maintaining cleanliness, not only in officesbut also intheir homes. Various steps were taken to
sanitizethe rooms/ open areas, etc. keeping in view the aftermath of Covid 19 and routine mopping/
sweeping/cleaning of thefloors, toilets, open area, stair cases and corridors of this Department
were undertaken.

15.3 Thiscampaign aso included weeding out of old records/ files, disposal of old newspapers, e-waste
etc., apart from digitization and scanning of old records to optimize office space. The practice of
single-use plastic was discouraged and, in their place, only folders/files made out of paper/e-waste
paper are being emphasized.

15.4 Someof maininitiatives undertaken by this Department include deep cleaning of toilets, corridors
and other common areasand all Sections by removing extrawires, furniture, whitewash in certain
rooms, etc. pest control activity covering an areaof about 3700 square metreshasa so been initiated
and currently under process.

15.5 Modernization: This Department aways strivestowards a strategi ¢ approach towards modernization.
During the period, renovation work was carried out in four to five roomswhich, inter-alia, include
VisitorsMeeting Room for dignitaries covering an areaof 225 sg. ft, asmall Conference Hall with
an areaof 441 sg. Ft., anew Cyber Cell covering an area of about 414 sg. Ft and office spacefor
ADR Cell was created/renovated. Theseroomswere renovated with wooden/PV C flooring with
4-5 feet skirting and teak wood cornish with white and warm white light, Further work includes
replacing window glasseswith singleglass, proper lighting and €l ectrification, customized tablesand
chairsfor proper seating, provision of blinds/curtains, provision of new air conditioners, etc.

15.6 Apart fromthe above, aGymwasbuilt at Garage No.15 of Shastri Bhawan and also renovation
and shifting of R& I Section to Garage N0.50 was undertaken. Work related to Internet wiring/
electrical wiring as per requirementswith necessary curtainswasa so undertaken. TheNIC Cdll of
this Department was renovated with two modern cubicles and 06 running working stations with
proper lighting, air-conditioning, etc. Most of the computerswhich were outdated or have become
obsol ete have been replaced by new oneswith thelatest configurations based on the security guidelines
issued by MeitY fromtimetotime.

16. BRANCH SECRETARIAT, MUMBAI

16.1 TheBranch Secretariat, Mumbai is presently being headed by the Additional Government Advocate,
Shri Madhab Charan Prusty as the In-charge (w.e.f. 26.6.2023 till 31.3.2024). The Branch
Secretariat, Mumbai hasjurisdiction over States of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Goaand Union Territory of Dadraand Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu for
rendering legal adviceand handling of litigation of various Central Government Ministries/ Departments
located intheregion.

16.2 Advice: The Branch Secretariat renderslegal adviceto al the Ministries and Departments of
Government of Indialocated in the States within itsjurisdiction. The Ministries/Departments of
Central Government al so approach Branch Secretariat for advicein matters pertaining to cases
conducted withinitsjurisdiction. During 01.01.2023 to 31.03.2024 the Branch Secretariat received
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1341 referencesfor advices. All the advices are being disposed of promptly.

16.3 Supervision of Litigation: The Branch Secretariat, Mumbai conducts litigation pertaining to
Union of India, Ministries Departments on behalf of Government of Indiabeforethe Hon' ble High
Court of Bombay Central Administrative Tribunal, Mumbai bench, NCLT, and other Tribunals
functioning within Mumbai, District Courtsand State & District Commission etc. Further the Branch
Secretariat also monitors cases pending before the Benches of Hon' ble High Court of Bombay and
also other High Courts within its jurisdiction whenever any Ministries/Departments or other
Autonomous/Statutory Bodies approach Branch Secretariat for the purpose. The Branch Secretariat
also conducts litigation pertaining to the Indian Railway pending before the Hon’ ble High Court,
CAT, RCT, District Courtsand Commission etc.

16.4 About 1980 cases werereceived by the Branch Secretariat, Mumbai pertainingto High
Court at Bombay of which 709 have been disposed of. Further 1951 cases werereceived
from other High Courtsand Tribunalsincluding Railways.

16.5 FeeBillsof Counsds. The Mumbai Branch Secretariat makes payment of professional feetowards
appearance/ consultation to the Ld. Addl. Solicitor General of Mumbai High Court and Counsel
appearing before Hon' ble High Court of Mumbai and further makes payment to the Central
Government Standing Counsel for the District Courtswithin the State of Maharashtrafrom funds
allocated for the same. An amount of Rs.1.69 crore (approx.) up to 31.03.2024 has been disbursed
to Counselsincluding Standing Counsel as professiona fee.

16.6 RTI Matters: During thisyear 29 applicationswere received for information under RT1 Act. The
same have been disposed of within the prescribed period of time as provided under the Act. Further,
4 numbers of First Appeals have been disposed of by the Branch Secretariat within the stipulated
period.

16.7 Budget and Accounts: The budget and accountswork in this Branch Secretariat isdone online
usingthe“PFMS’ portal. All paymentsare done through PFM S Portal. GeM isused for procurement
of goods, stationeries and other services. Pension cases are a so processed through “ Bhavishya”
onlineportal.
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16.8 Libraryand Research: TheMumbai Branch Secretariat hasalibrary containing morethan 14000
books. Thislibrary isvery useful for the Officersand staff whiletendering adviceand alsoinlitigation
matters. Thelibrary isrichin bookson various subjectsi.e. journals, law books, Swamy’s Handbook,
MoP etc. These areregularly purchased for the use of officers and staff. Online Journal * SCC
Online' has been subscribed by the Branch Secretariat.

16.9 Progressiveuseof Hindi and Hindi Pakhwada: A ‘Rabhasha Samiti’ isfunctioning inthe
Branch Secretariat which submits periodic reports as and when required by the authority. Various
statements and formsviz. leave forms, joining report, rubber stamps, communications etc. have
been made bi-lingual. Hindi Pakhwadaand Hindi Diwaswas organized in the month of September,
2023. Number of events and competitions were conducted for promotion of Hindi language.

16.10 HIGHLIGHTS:

16.10.1 Technological Advancement: E-office hasbeenimplemented in Branch Secretariat and officers
have been encouraged to use E-office for handling the Filework. The budget and accountswork in
thisBranch Secretariat isdone online using various softwar eand the“PFM S’ portal. GeM isused
for procurement of goods, stationeries and other services. Pension cases are also processed through
“Bhavishya” online portal. Focus has been kept on using online journals and accordingly SCC
Online hasbeen subscribed for referencing in advicesrendered by the Branch Secretariat. Digitisation
of therecordsisunder process. Datarelating to litigation matters entered in excel format.

16.10.2 Swachhata Campaign: During the month of September 2023, Special Campaign 3.0 was been
initiated in BS-Mumbai. Under this, various activities were undertaken, viz., weeding out of old
records, commencement of digitization of records, identification of old and unserviceablefurniture,
cleanlinessdriveinthe officeincluding library, beautification of the office premises. Obsolete records
were weeded out and arevenue of approx. Rs.84,000/- was generated. Moreover, cleanliness
drive has been an ongoing process since, under which segregation of disposable recordsetc. is
being carried out regularly.

16.10.3 Events: Various eventswere observed in BS-Mumbai in the year 2023. Pledge wastaken by all
the officerd/ officialson the occasion of Vigilance Awareness Week, Organ Donation Day, National
Unity Day. Nationa Sports Day was celebrated on 29.08.2023, wherein various sporting competitions
were organized. On the occasion of Constitution Day, reading of Preamble was organized in the
office. YogaDay was celebrated on 21.06.2023, wherein all the officers/ officials of the office
participated in the exercise as per the Common Yoga Protocol.
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17. BRANCH SECRETARIAT, KOLKATA

17.1 During 2023-2024, the Branch Secretariat, Kolkatawas headed by the Additional Government
Advocate up to 16" June, 2023 and thereafter by the Senior Government Advocate/l n-charge who
wag/isfunctioning asIn-charge. The Branch Secretariat, Kolkataisfunctioning from 2™ & 3 Foor,
MiddleBuilding, 11, Strand Road, Kolkata-700001. It hasninewingsviz. Advice, Litigation
(High Court at Calcutta), CAT including Circuit Benches& Other High Courts, Tribunals
and L ower Courtsetc. within thejurisdiction of Branch Secretariat, Kolkata, Administration,
Cash & Accounts, Hindi, Bill, R & | Section and Library.

Group photo of theemployees of the Branch Secretariat, Kolkata
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17.2 TheLitigation Wing of the Branch Secretariat, Kolkatalooks after the entirelitigation matterspertaining
to different Ministries/Departments of Union of Indiapending beforethe Hon’' ble High Court at
Calcutta, Circuit Benchesat Port Blair and Jalpaiguri and also various Tribunals, District Forums,
State Commission and Lower Courts covering West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Orissaand States of North Eastern Region comprising of Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim,
Nagaland, Manipur, Tripuraand Arunachal Pradesh.

17.3 Branch Secretariat, Kolkataalso (i) conducts litigation matter in the Calcutta High Court by the
Officerswho are notified to act as Government Pleader within the meaning of Order XXVII, Rule
8B(a) of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908; ii) acts as Office of Advocate-on-Record in Original
Side of the CalcuttaHigh Court; iii) engagesAdditional Solicitor General of Indiaand/or counsel in
different cases as per requirement in the Cal cutta High Court matters; iv) engages counsel inthe
Central Administrative Tribunal, Cal cutta Bench, other Tribunalsin Calcutta, Consumer Redress
Forum at State level and other Forums of alternative remedy; v) looks after thelitigation work inthe
CalcuttaHigh Court on Original Side and Appellate Side and Arbitration Case on behalf of the
Central Government and vi) Branch Secretariat, Kolkataal so conducts itigation pertaining to the
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Indian Railways pending beforethe Hon’ ble High Court, CAT, RCT, Digtrict Courtsand Commission
etc.

17.4 Inaddition to thelitigation work of the Hon’ ble High Court at Calcutta, this Branch Secretariat
exercisesgenerd supervision and engagement of counsalsover thelitigation of the Centra Government
in Subordinate Courtsin West Bengal such as City Civil Courts, Small Causes Court, Metropolitan
Magistrate’s Courts as well as different District Courts in West Bengal in which the Central
Government iseither aparty or otherwiseinterested.

17.5 TheBranch Secretariat, Kolkata also exercises general supervision over litigation of the Central
Government in various High Courtsin the Eastern Region like PatnaHigh Court, OrissaHigh Court,
Sikkim High Court and Gauhati High Court, drafting and vetting of instruments of conveyance,
agreements, contracts and other different types of documents, to which the Central Government is
aparty.

17.6 TheBranch Secretariat, Kolkata scrutinizesfee billsreceived from the Panel Counsels, to obtain
sanction for engagement of Special Counselsat special ratesto appear on behalf of Government
Departmentsin the Hon' ble High Court at Cal cutta, subordinate courtsin West Bengal and in the
other High Courtsunder itsjurisdiction, prepares Paper Book for appealsin Original Side matters
and all ancillary work related to litigation likeissuance of back-sheets, making correspondences,
having conferences etc. and al so establishment and other alternative work in connection with the
personnel of this Branch Secretariat.

17.7 TheAdviceWing of thisBranch Secretariat isresponsibleto render legal advice upon thereferences
received from various Ministries'Departments functioning within thejurisdiction of Branch Secretariat,
Kolkata. Apart from the same, other Ministries/Departments whose Headquarters are outside the
jurisdiction of Branch Secretariat, Kolkata, also approach this Branch Secretariat for adviceinthe
matter pertaining to interpretation of statutes and Court Cases.

17.8 Duringthe period from 1% January, 2023 to 31 March, 2024, the Advice Wing received references
totalling 1248 numbersfor advice.

17.9 During the aforesaid period, 5979 number of casesreceived by the Branch Secretariat, Kolkata
relating to Hon’ ble High Court at Cal cuttafrom the petitioners and from different Ministries/
Departments and Autonomous bodies etc.

17.10 Atotal 994 numbers of referencesreceived during 1% January, 2023 to 31 March, 2024 by this
Branch Secretariat regarding Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code and company matters before the
National Company Law Tribunal, Kolkata Bench.

17.11 Duringthe aforesaid period, 1446 numbers of casesreceived in the Branch Secretariat, Kolkatafor
engagement of Counselsfor the matters pertaining to Hon’ ble CAT, Kolkata Bench and Circuit
Benchesat Port Blair and Ja paiguri. 1552 numbers of casesreceived for engagement of Counsel in
various Tribunals, RCT, Industrial Tribunal, CESTAT, Consumer Commission and Lower Courts
including arbitration cases during 1% January, 2023 to 31¢ March, 2024.

17.12 Duringtheaforesaid period, Additiona Government Advocate/In-chargewasdesignated asAppdl late
Authority upto 16" June, 2023 and thereafter Senior Government Advocate/l n-charge has been

— T
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designated as Appellate Authority, Assistant Legal Adviser was designated as CPIO upto 13™
November, 2023 and thereafter Deputy L egal Adviser has been designated as CPI O with effect
from 14" November, 2023 to deal with the RTI matters. During 1% January, 2023 to 31 March,
2024 total 32 RTI references and 02 (two) First Appeals were received and disposed of within
stipulated time.

17.13 TheBranch Secretariat, K olkatamakes payment of professiona feetowards appearance/ consultation
totheLd. Additional Solicitor General of Hon' ble High Court at Calcuttaand Panel Counsels
appearing before Hon' ble High Court at Cal cuttaand further makes payment of Retainership Feeto
the Central Government Standing Counselsfor the District Courtswithin the State of West Bengal
from the budget allocated for the same. The claims submitted by the panel counsels have been
Speedily processed proportionately out of the sanctioned budget for 2023-2024 an amount of Rs.2.83
crores hasbeenincurred for payment towards Professional Feesto Panel Advocatesand Retainership
Feefor Standing Counsel for the State of West Bengal up to 31 March, 2024.

17.14 TheHindi Section of thisBranch Secretariat isworking hard for effective use of Hindi asofficial
language. During 1% January, 2023 to 31% March, 2024 quarterly meetings of Rajbhasha
Coordination Committee has been organized and Hindi workshopswere also organized. Reference
matters have been prepared and distributed among Sectionsfor doing work of regular naturein
Hindi intermsof Section 3(3) of Official LanguagesAct, 1963. One employee of thisoffice has
been nominated for Hindi training “Praveen” conducted by Central Hindi Training Ingtitute, Department
of Official Language. ‘HINDI PAKHWADA' was also observed in this Branch Secretariat with
great enthusiasm during 14-29 September 2023. The Hindi Diwas was attended on 14" September,
2023 by one Section Officer and Junior Trand ation Officer of this Office at Pune. The Conference
on Joint Regional Official Language conferencefor East and North-East Regions, 2024 at Siliguri
and Hindi Kavi Sammelan in Kolkatawere attended by one Assistant Section Officer and Junior
Hindi Tranglator of this office. Required reports were being forwarded on regular basisin the
prescribed proformato the Main Secretariat at New Delhi aswell.

Photogr aph of Employeesduring Hindi Pakhwada, 2023
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17.15 The Budget and Accountsrelated work in the Branch Secretariat, Kolkataare being done online

using the portal-based payment system i.e. ‘ Public Financial Management System’ (PFMS)
developed by NIC. All paymentsto employees, Government Counsel and other service providers

O
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are being made online through PFM S portal. Periodical reportsare directly submitted to Pay &
Accounts Office and other Public Authoritiesonline. For procurement of Goods, Stationeries and
other Services, Government e-procurement website https.//gem.gov.in isbeing used extensively for
direct procurement aswell as procurement through Bids. Pension cases are being processed through
‘Bhavishya onlineportal.

17.16 TheLibrary of thisBranch Secretariat, Kolkata, containing more than 10000 booksand journals, is
proving itsworthinessand isvery helpful for usein Litigation and also adhering advice aswell to
Government Ministries/Departments. OnlineJournals‘LiveLaw’, ‘Manupatra and‘SCC Online
have also been subscribed by this Branch Secretariat.

17.17 TheLegd Information Management & Briefing System (LIMBS) portal isfunctiona inthe Branch
Secretariat, Kolkataw.e.f. 1% January, 2022. The Panel Counsel registered their namesin the
LIMBS portal to enable them to upload the Orders of the Court and claim fee. Instructions have
also beenissued to different Ministries/Departmentsto upload the casesinthe LIMBS portal and to
providethe LIMBSID inthe references made to the Branch Secretariat, Kolkata. A total of 5,819
numbers of billshave been received during 1% January, 2023 to 31 March, 2024 through LIMBS
portal from Panel Counsels.

17.18 TheOfficersand employeesof Branch Secretariat, Kolkatastrive to provide the best serviceto all
the stakeholdersincluding Panel Counsd, Ministries/ Departments, other Government organization
and general public at large being litigant as and when approached by them, wellbeing & welfare
measuresfor itsemployees. We have facilitated panel counselsand litigant Departmentsthrough
digitization expedited the process of dispensation of Justiceto public at large.

17.19 International Yoga Day has been observed by the Branch Secretariat, Kolkataon 21% June, 2023.

Photographsduring thelnternational Yoga Day on 21.06.2023
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17.20 ThisBranch Secretariat has celebrated National Sports Day, 2023 on 25.08.2023 by playing
Badminton and on 29.08.2023 by playing cricket.

Photograph of employeesplaying Badminton

Grievances atotal of 4414 files have been reviewed for weeding out. Also, 5900 kgs of old and
discarded papers have been sold for an amount of Rs.81088/-. Furthermore, 600 sg. Ft of space
have been freed by removing scrap materials.

A photograph of employees perfor ming cleanlinesswor k
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17.22 Vigilance Awareness Week’ has been observed during the period 31% October, 2023 to 6"

November, 2023. Integrity Pledge on‘Vigilance AwarenessWeek’ was administered by In-charge,
Branch Secretariat, Kolkata on said occasion on 30" October, 2023.

A photograph taken during reading of I ntegrity Pledge

17.23 Constitution Day was observed in this Branch Secretariat wherein the employeesread the Preamble
of the Congtitution.
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18. BRANCH SECRETARIAT BENGALURU

18.1 TheBranch Secretariat, Bengaluru hasjurisdiction over the States of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Telangana, and UT of Puducherry in handling litigation and advice of various Central Government
Departments/ Ministries. The Branch Secretariat isheaded by an Additional Government Advocate
who functionsas|n-Charge.

18.2 AdviceWork: The Branch Secretariat renders legal advice to all the Central Government
Departments and offices|ocated in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana, and UT of
Puducherry. During the period from 01.01.2023 to 31.03.2024, 835 references were received for
legd advice. The advicework includes scrutiny and vetting of pleadingsi.e., statements of objections,
counter affidavitsto befiled before the High Courtsi.e., The High Court of Andhra Pradesh at
Amaravathi, High Court of Karnatakaat Bengal uru, Benches of High Court of Karnatakaat Dharwad
and Kalburagi and the High Court for the State of Telangana at Hyderabad, respectively, reply
statement filed before Central Administrative Tribunals (CAT) at Bengal uru and Hyderabad benches,
respectively, written statement, counter affidavits, counter statements, filed before District Courts,
Subordinate Courtsand various other Tribunals.

They also provide guidance on examining the feasibility of filing SLP, Appeals, review, etc.
interpretation of laws by guiding Departments on thelega sustainability of their action, and holding
discussionswith the Administrative Departments, whenever necessary.

18.3 Supervising Litigation: The Branch Secretariat supervisesthe entire litigation of the Central
Government Departments and officesin the High Court of Andhra Pradesh at Amaravathi, High
Court of Karnataka, Bengaluru, Benches of High Court of Karnatakaat Dharwad & Kalburagi and
High Court for the State of Telanganaat Hyderabad, Subordinate Courtslocated at Bengaluru City
and most of the districts of Karnataka, Telanganaand Andhra Pradesh, CAT inthese Statesand UT
of Puducherry. This Branch Secretariat also |ooks after the work of Government litigation in the
District Consumer Dispute Redressal Fora, the State Consumer Redressal Commissions of the
respective Sates, Central Govt. Industrid Tribuna and Debt Recovery Tribuna . About 6308 litigation
references, which include nomination of counsel, counsel fee bills, and general correspondence
relating to litigation, were received during the period from 01.01.2023 to 31.03.2024. The function
of the Branch Secretariat in thisregard includes engagement/nomination of the Counsdl and distribution
of casesamong the Central Government Counsels.

18.4 FeeBillsof Counsels: This Branch Secretariat processes counsel fee bills and pays the fees
directly fromitscentralized fundsto the Deputy Solicitor General of Indiaand Central Government
Counsel inthe High Court of Karnataka, Bengaluru. About 548 fee billswerereceived by the
Branch Secretariat during the period from 01.01.2023 to 31.03.2024. So far asthe Benches of the
High Court of Karnatakaat Dharwad and Kalburagi are concerned, the counsel feehill isborne by
the Departments/ Ministries concerned on whose behalf the Counsel conductsthe cases and not by
the Branch Secretariat, Bengaluru. The Departments/ Ministries concerned pay thefeefor Central
Government panel Counsdl in CAT, District, and Subordinate Courts. Hence this Branch Secretariat
isnot certifying counsdl feebills. However, thisBranch Secretariat, Bengaluru clarifiesasand when
requests arereceived inthisregard.



Annual Report 2023-2024 ‘

18.5 EVENTSAT BRANCH SECRETARIAT,BENGALURU:

18.5.1 International YogaDay: Internationa YogaDay was celebrated by the employees of the Branch
Secretariat, Bengal uru by performing Yogacollectively. The significance of performing Yogawas
discussed along with the benefits associated withit. All the employeeswere encouraged to incorporate
the samein their respectivedaily routines.

18.5.2 Observanceof Hindi Fortnight: The Branch Secretariat, Department of Legal Affairs, Bengaluru
celebrated the Hindi Fortnight by conducting various competitions for the officers and staff. All
participants actively participated with enthusiasmin 5 competitions. The competitionswere organised
with the assistance of theAssistant Director of the Hindi Teaching Scheme, Ministry of HomeAffairs,
Bengal uru who judged the competitions and delivered a speech on the val edictory function, and
distributed prizesto thewinners.

18.5.3 Vigilance AwarenessWeek: The Branch Secretariat observed Vigilance Awareness Week,
2023. The Integrity Pledge was administered by Shri K. Sudarshana, Additional Government
Advocate & In-Charge on 26" October, 2023. All the officials attended the event and took the
oath of Integrity Pledge.

18.5.4 RashtriyaEktaDiwas. The Rashtriya EktaDiwas Pledge was administered by Shri K. Sudarshana,
Additional Government Advocate & In-Chargein hischamber on 31.10.2023. All the officials
attended the event and took the oath of the National Unity Pledge.

18,6 RIGHT TOINFORMATIONACT, 2005: All the RTI Applications received in the Branch
Secretariat, Bengaluru are handled and disposed of within the time frame stipul ated under the RTI
Act. AnAssistant Legal Adviser isdesignated asthe CPIO and the Additional Government Advocate
& In-Chargeisdesignated asthe First Appellate Authority.

18.7 SPECIAL CAMPAIGN 3.0: With reference to the directions of the Cabinet Secretariat and
Department of Legal Affairs Order No.A-60011/70/21-Admn.lV dated 11.09.2023, more than 1300
oldfilesinthisBranch Secretariat wereidentified and weeded out during the Special Campaign 3.0.

19. BRANCH SECRETARIAT, CHENNAI
19.1 TheBranch Secretariat, Chennai isheaded by an Assistant Legal Adviser / Deputy Legal Adviser.

19.2 ADVICE: TheBranch Secretariat renderslegal adviceto all Central Government Officeslocated in
the States of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and the Union Territory of Puducherry.

19.3 Around 1117 references have been received for advice and disposed of .

19.4 LITIGATION: TheBranch Secretariat, Chennai looks after the entirelitigation work of the Central
Government (except casesrelating to Railways, Income-Tax, Central Excise and Customs, etc.) in
the High Court of Madras, Madurai Bench of Madras High Court and High Court of Kerdla. It aso
looks after the Central Government litigation work in the City Civil Courts, Presidency Courts of
Small Causes, Subordinate Courts, Tribunals, Consumer Fora, etc. in Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
Besides, the Branch Secretariat, Chennai has al so been entrusted with thework of Central Government
litigation beforethe M adras Bench of the Centrd Administrative Tribuna at Chennai and the Ernakulam
Bench of the Central Administrative Tribunal in Kerala.

— )
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19.5 During thegiven period about 9793 litigation matters were received and disposed of accordingly
whichincludelitigation receipts, fee billsand files opened for cases of High Court/CAT/LC etc.

19.6 TheBranch Secretariat keepsthe Ministries and Departments of the Central Government informed
about theimportant developments of their casesaswell astheresults of thelitigation with suitable
advicefor further action, if required. Pleadings, affidavits, etc., to befiled in the Courts/ Tribunals/
Consumer Fora/ Arbitration mattersin Tamil Nadu and Kerala are scrutinized and vetted at the
draft stage. Functionsof the Branch Secretariat, Chennai also include engagement/nomination of the
Counsal and collection of materialsfrom the Central Government Departmentsinvolved in the cases
for being passed on to the Counsel after necessary scrutiny of the documentsfrom thelegal angle.

19.7 LIMBS: Branch Secretariat, Chennai isutilizing the LIMBSweb-based application created by the
Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law & Justice, whichisasingle- point accessto streamline
the procedure of conducting Central Govt. litigation matters. At present details of various Court
Caseslisted inthe Principal Bench of Madras High Court & itsMadural Bench that are handled by
the Branch Secretariat, Chennai are being updated periodically inthe LIMBS portal for use by
various stakeholders.

19.8 COUNSEL FEE BILLS: The Branch Secretariat makes payment of professional feesfrom the
fundsallocated for thispurpose, directly to the Additional Solicitor Genera of India, Deputy Solicitor
General, Senior Panel Counsel, and the Central Government Standing Counsel in respect of cases
pertaining to the Principal Bench of MadrasHigh Court & itsMadurai Bench.

19.9 Duringtherelevant period, around 3040 fee bills pertaining to central government litigation in the
High Court of Madras and Madurai Bench were processed and an amount to the tune of Rs. 5.95
Crorewaspaid to Central Govt. Panel Counsel. The above amount includes payment towards
Retainer Feesto the Standing Government Counsdl of District & Subordinate Courtsin Tamil Nadu
& Puducherry for handling central government litigation.

19.10 Fee Bills preferred by the Central Government Counsel for appearance before the Central
Administrative Tribunal and Subordinate Courts were dealt with and sent to the Departments
concerned for payment, as per OM issued by the Department of Legal Affairs, New Delhi.

19.11 Observation of ‘International Day of Yoga’ on 21% June, 2023: As per the directions of the
Main Secretariat, ademonstration session of about one hour was conducted on 21.06.2023 in
connection with the'YogaDay celebrationsto avail multiple physical and mental health benefits.

19.12 Observanceof ‘Hindi Pakhwada’' in September 2023:  Inaccordance with directives of the
Department of Official Language, Main Secretariat, Hindi Pakhwadawas observed inthisofficein
September 2023. In order to encourage usage of Hindi in day-to-day official work, various
competitionswere conducted under the guidance of the Deputy Director, Hindi Teaching Scheme,
Chennai. All officers/officials of the Branch Secretariat participated with enthusiasm in these
competitionsand other related activities. During the prize distribution function, thethenALA & In-
Charge and the Deputy Director, of Hindi Teaching Scheme provided va uable suggestionsto improve
usage of Hindi in day-to-day official work.
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19.13. Celebration of 13" Indian Organ Donation Day: To commemorate the celebration of the 13"
Indian Organ Donation Day, a‘ Pledge’ taking ceremony was organized in this Branch Secretariat,
Chennai to spread awareness about organ donation, and the prescribed ‘ Pledge’ was administered
by ALA & In-charge at the premises of thisofficeto all the officers & officialsat 11.30 am on
03.08.2023.

19.14 Observanceof ‘VIGILANCE AWARENESSWEEK': Asper CVCguiddines, ‘VIGILANCE
AWARNESSWEEK " with thetheme* Corruption-freeIndiafor a developed Nation” was
observed in this Branch Secretariat as per the guidelines of the Central Vigilance Commission from
30" October to 5" November, 2023.

19.15 ‘Integrity pledge’ wasadministered to al officialsof thisBranch Secretariat on 30" October, 2023
at 11.00A.M and mail inthisregard has been sent to the Main Secretariat.

19.16 Special Cleanliness Campaign 3.0 conducted in October 2023: Asdirected by the Dept. of
Lega Affairsa Special/Cleanliness Campaign 3.0 was organized in this Branch Secretariat and the
cleanlinesscampaign wascarried out in full swing during the month of October 2023. A consolidated
report of the activities undertaken and implemented by this office during the Special Campaign 3.0
in the month of October 2023 along with photographstaken in thisregard were submitted to the
Co-ordination Cell of theMain Secretariat for consideration and inclusion in the consolidated report
of theMinistry.

19.17 ‘SwacchaBharath’ Mission: The In-charge of this Branch Secretariat has been periodically
monitoring and ingpecting the cleanliness activities of the office. Given the aftermath of the Covid-
19 pandemic situation, top priority has been accorded to cleanliness of office premises, hand
sanitization, wearing of face masks, social distancing, etc.

19.18 Retainer Fees: Out of its allotted funds, the Branch Secretariat has been entrusted with the
mandate of paying Retainer Feesto the Standing Government Counsel of District & Subordinate
Courtsin Tamil Nadu & Puducherry. During the relevant period, an amount of Rs.22.32 L akh was
paid towards payment of Retainer Feesto Standing Government Counsel. The above amount has
been included in thetotal Counsel Fee paymentsreferredtoin ParalV above.

19.19 Implementation of e-office: Thisoffice hasaready implemented an e-Office asper thedirections
of theMain Secretariat. Since April 2023, most of the new files of theAdministration Division have
been opened and processed in the e-Office module. The remaining physical files opened after
01.04.2023 including Counsdl Fee payment files have been convertedinto e-Files. All billsincluding
Counsel Feebillsand claimsof officials of this Branch Secretariat are processed through PFMS
and payments are directly credited to the bank accounts of the concerned vendors/beneficiaries.
Necessary modifications have been incorporated inthe LITCASE’ software under the guidance of
concerned NIC personnel, so that information/datarelated to Fee Bill receipts and their disposal
are duly updated.

19.20 RTI receipts. During the above period, 48 RTI applicationswerereceived which included online,
physical, and casestransferred from Other Public Authorities. 6 RT1 appealswerereceived during
the period from 1.1.2023 to 31.03.2024.
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19.21 Femaleemployees: 3femaleemployeesareworkinginthisoffice, viz., 1 Section Officer (CSS),
1 Private Secretary (CSSS), and 1 Assistant Section Officer (CSS).

19.22 Satisticsof Employeeswor king under thefollowing categories: 5 employeesarefalling under
various categories other than General Category employees, i.e., SC-1; ST-1; OBC-3[includes
Ex-Servicemen - 1]; PH-0

20. LITIGATION (LOWER COURT) SECTION, TISHAZARI, DELHI

20.1 ThelLitigation work inthevariousDistrict Courtsaswell as Consumer Forum/Tribunalsin Delhi/
New Delhi on behaf of all Ministries'Departments of the Government of Indiaexcept the lncome-
tax Department is handled by the Litigation (L C) Section. The Litigation work, in the above-said
Courtg/Tribunalsislooked after by an Assistant Legal Adviser & In-Charge, whoisAssisted by a
Superintendent (Legal)/ Assistant (Legal).

20.2 Thereisapanel of Senior Panel Counselsand Additional Central Government Counsels (i.e. 94
Senior Panel Counsels& 233 A.C.G.C) nominated to contest the Cases on behalf of the Union
of India, i.e. Government of India. On receipt of arequest from the Administrative Ministry/
Department, action istaken to engage a suitable Govt. Counsel to appear on their behalf inthe
Courts. During the period (April 2023 —March 2024) under report, this Section engaged Counsels
in 1242 Cases. Closeliaison is maintained with the various departments aswell as Govt. Counsels
at all timesto safeguard the interest of the Government (Union of India) in the District Courts/
Consumer Forums/Tribunals.

20.3 When Cases are decided by the Hon’ ble Courts, the Govt. Counsels submit their fee billsina
prescribed format. Thefeebillsare scrutinized very carefully, having regard to thetermsand conditions
of their appointment before certifying and making payment at the prescribed rates. The period
(April 2023- March 2024) under report, this Section r eceived 332 fee billsfrom Government
Counsel/Senior panel Counsels. For financeyear 2023-24, this Section has allocated a budget of
Rs. 1,30,00,000/- (One Crore and Thirty Lakh Rupeesonly). Out of thisamount Rs. 57,52,550/-
(Fifty-Seven Lakh Fifty-Two Thousand Five hundred fifty only) hasbeen paid to 106 Pand Counsels
for their 436 Professional FeeBillsfor the period of 01.04.2023 to 31.03.2024.

20.4 TheAssistant Lega Adviser who isthe Branch Officer of this Section. He has been designated as
Centra Public Information Officer under the Right to Information Act. 2005.The Superintendent
(Legal) who supervisesthe Litigation (L C) Section.

21. CENTRAL AGENCY SECTION:

21.1 Central Agency Section (CAS) wasset up intheyear 1950. Thisofficeisresponsiblefor conducting
litigation before the Hon' ble Supreme Court of Indiaon behalf of all Ministries/ Departments of the
Central Government and also on behalf of the National Capital Territory of Delhi, Union Territories
(excluding Pondicherry), the office of the Comptroller & Auditor General of Indiaand all field
officesunder CAG. Special Leave Petitionsand Appealsin certain matters on behalf of Union of
Indiaarefiled after obtaining the opinion of Law Officerson thefeasibility of filing Special Leave
Petitions/Appeal sin the Supreme Court through the Central Agency Section. During the Financial
Year 2023-24, the Law Secretary functioned asin charge of, the Central Agency Section. Hewas
assisted by 01 Senior Government Advocate, 02 Addl. Government Advocates, 03 Deputy
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Government Advocates, and 02 Consultants (out of these 7 are Advocates-on-Record). Thereare
07 Law Officersand 1029 Lega Government Pandl Counsels. The Central Agency Section functions
from the Supreme Court Compound, New Delhi.

21.2 Thefunctionsof the Central Agency Section areasunder:

o References of the Ministries/ Departments of Government of Indiareceived through the
Department of Lega Affairs, Ministry of Law and Justiceto obtain the opinion of Ld. Attorney
General, Ld. Salicitor General and Ld. Additional Solicitor Generals.

. Engagement of Law Officers/ approved Panel Counselsfor various cases.

o Conduct and supervise litigation on behalf of the Union of India/ NCT of Delhi, C & AG,
and Union Territoriesin the Supreme Court of India.

o Supervision of Record and payment of feebillsof Law Officers, Panel Counsels, Computer
Typists, and Photocopy Machine Operators.

21.3 Government Advocatesin the Central Agency Section require the qualification of Advocate-on-
Record of the Supreme Court. They act, plead and appear before the Supreme Court in matters
pertaining to the Union of India, NCT of Delhi, C& AG and Union Territories as per the Supreme
Court Rules.

21.4 Asper the computerized record of Central Agency Section during the period from 01.03.2023 to
31.03.2024, the Central Agency Section hasreceived 4136 references for advice/opinion from
various Ministries'Departments of Government of India, NCT of Delhi, CAG and Union Territories
inwhich the Union of Indiaor Union Territories are either petitioner or respondent and 5798 new
cases have been filed during this period.

S. No. | Description Number of Cases

1 Number of referencesreceived in CASfor seeking | 4136 (917 through physical
Lega opinionfor filing SLP during theyear 2023-24 | filesand 3219 through e-files)

2. Number of casesfiledintheyear 2023-24 5798

3. Number of cases decided in the year 2023-24 101

* Datacollected from Legal Information Management and Briefing System (LIMBS).

21.5 Someof theimportant decisionsin favour of Govt. of Indiain theyear 2023-24 are:

Sl. |Case Details Issue Involved Judgement
No.

1. |Diary No. 23592/2023 — | Installation of safety systems, | We have perused the status report filed by
Vishal Tiwari Vs UOI  [improving quality of tracks, |the learned Attorney Genera for India. We
training, and sensitization of | find that multiple stepstowards install ation of
staff, reforms in maintenance |safety systems, improving the quality of
practices, and devel opment tracks, training and sensitization of staff,
of Kavach systeminIndian |reforms in maintenance practices and
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Railways.

development of the Kavach System, whichis
a highly technology-intensive system, have
been initiated. We appreciate the above-
mentioned stepstaken by the Indian Railways.
That being so, we are satisfied that the
initiation of these proceedings in the public
interest has achieved the purpose and the
issues have been adequately addressed by the
Union of Indiaand the Railways. We have no
reason to doubt that the Union of India/Indian
Railways will continue to take the desired
steps for the modernization of the Indian
Railways and for the implementation of the
Kavach system in amanner as may be found
appropriate by the experts. With these
observations, the instant writ petition stands
disposed of at this stage.

SLP (Crl.) Nos. 12779
12781 of 2022

Y. Balgji vs Karthik
Desari and Another

SLP (Crl.) no. 8847/
2023 Saumya Chaurasia
vs Directorate of
Enforcement

Whether Directorate of
Enforcement has power to issue
summons to the accused persons
and investigate the matters u/s
50 of PML Act isthere men's
reaand incriminating evidence
available against the Accused
persons?

Whether the fundamental
rights of the Petitioner under
Article 21 of the Constitution
of India, 1950 have been
serioudly prejudiced by the High
Court delaying the disposal

of the Bail Application and the
Petitioner being forced to stay
injudicial custody for more
than 7 months?

The appeals arising out of the order of the
Division Bench of the High Court are liable
to be allowed. Accordingly, these appealsare
allowed and the order of the Division Bench
of the Madras High Court dated 01.09.2022
isset aside. ED will now be entitled to proceed
further from the stage at which their hands
weretied by the impugned order.

In the instant case, there is neither discharge
nor acquittal nor quashing of the criminal case
by the court of competent jurisdiction against
Suryakant Tiwari in the predicate/ scheduled
offence. Since the Court has found that there
was an attempt made by and on behalf of the
Appellant to misrepresent the facts by making
incorrect statementsin the appeal for assailing
the impugned order passed by the High Court,
the appeal deserves to be dismissed.

CIVIL APPEAL NO(S).
11128 OF 2016 C.I.T,,
DELHIVS. BHARTI
HEXACOM LTD
ETCDATED16.10.2023

Issue-The controversy in
thesecases revolve around
variable license fees paid by
the respondent- assesses to
the Department of Tele-
communications (hereinafter
referred to as “DoT”, for short)

Held: The payment post 31 July, 1999 is a
continuation of the payment pre-31 July, 1999
abeit in an altered format which does not take
away the essence of the payment. It is a
mandatory payment traceable to the
foundational document i.e., the license
agreement as modified post migration to the
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under the New Telecom Policy | 1999 policy. A Conseguence of non-payment
of 1999 (Policy of 1999) is would result in the ouster of the licensee from
revenue expenditure in nature | the trade. Thus, this is a payment which is
and isto be alowed adeduction |intrinsic to the existence of the license aswell
under Section 37 of theAct, or, |as trade itself. Such a payment has to be
whether the same is capital in |treated or characterized as capital only.
nature, Section 35ABB of the
Act.

21.6 PAYMENT OF PANEL COUNSEL FEE: Withimplementation Legal Information Management
and Briefing System (LIMBS) in CAS, payment of the panel counsel fee has becomeonline. The
dockets/work ordersare now issued through LIMBS. Law Officers/Panel Counsels, Panel Typists/
Photocopiers submit their bills online and subsequently, the bills are processed on the PFM S portal .
The panel counselsare paid their feesas per therates prescribed by the Government. An amount of
Rs. 39,99,47,657/- hasbeen paid to Law Officersand Panel Counsalsinthe Financia Year 2023-24.

21.7 COURT FEE: In case where large amounts of court fee are required to be paid the concerned
Ministries'Departmentsare making arrangementsfor payment of court feethrough M/s Stock Holding
Corporation of IndiaLimited (SHCIL). However, for smaller amounts of court fees, the Central
Agency Section has entered into an arrangement for e-payment of court feeswith Stock Holding
Corporation of IndiaLimited (SHCIL). Thetotal payment of Court Feeinthe Financia Year 2023-
241sRs.59000/- (approx.).

21.8 PAYMENT OF COMPUTER TYPIST/PHOTOSTAT OPERATORS:

A panel of Computer Typists/ Photostat M achine Operators has been constituted for discharging
thework relating to litigation. Thebillsare submitted through LIMBS and the payment of their bills
ismade after scrutiny from all aspects. Total payment madeto Typist & Photostat Operatorsduring
the Financial Year 2023-24 isRs.1,90,52,343/-.

21.9 BUDGET FORTHE FINANCIAL YEAR 2023-24: Thebudget allocation for thefinancia year
2023-24isRs.51.50 Croreswhich includes Rs.41.9 Croresfor Professional Head.

21.10 Library, Central Agency Section: Central Agency Section maintainsaLibrary which maintains
variouskinds of bookse.g. Law Books, Bare Acts, Newspapers, Magazines, etc. Central Agency
Section also procures many updated law books/Bare Acts as per the demand of the officers. SCC
onlinefor 5 usersistimely renewed. Routinework like theissue of books, payment of varioushills,
an order placed for law books, clipping of news on the Supreme Court and legal research from
online software, etc. are also done accordingly

2111 ACHIEVEMENTSOF CASDURING THE YEAR 2023-24

l. Central Agency Section (CAS) has shifted to E-Office Regime. Further, al the Officers/
Officidsin Litigation Unitsof CAS have beeninstructed to send all thefilesrelating to Court
Casesto all the concerned Law Officers/Panel Counselsthrough E-Office or as soft copy
through email only instead of physical files.
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I. CA S hasundertaken thetask of disposal (through auction) of all digitized physical filesand
stedl racksinwhich they were stored; to clear the space (1200 sg. ft areagpproximately) these
filesare consuming in the record rooms of the Central Agency Section. For this purpose,
CAS has engaged the auctioneer and sel ected the highest bidder, and isin the process of
disposal of thesefilesand racks.

1. A Unified Software Legal Information Management and Briefing System (LIMBS) hasbeen
implemented in CAS. With theimplementation of thisweb-based application (i.e. LIMBS),
CA S has done away with manual acceptance of bills and related documents from Law
Officersand Panel Advocates and processing these billsmanually and has shifted to adigitized
form of working. Now the dockets/work ordersare being issued mandatorily through LIMBS,
bills and rel ated documents are being submitted by Law Officers/Panel Counsels/Panel
Typists/Photocopiersthrough LIMBS and paymentsto the concerned are al so being made
through LIMBSonly.

V. In addition, eHRM S (Human Resource Management System) has a so been implemented
in CASfor digitizing HR processesin thisoffice.

21.12 EVENTSAND SOCIAL MEDIAACTIVITY IN CAS:
1 Inauguration of Gymnasium in the basement of 1SIL building in the Central Agency Section by the

2. Celebration of International YogaDay, 2023 in the Basement of 1SIL Building, the Central Agency
Section.
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3. 100 Indoor plants have been placed in the Central Agency Section for the purpose of Beautification
of CASunder the SwacchtaAction Plan 2023.

-1

(A picture of the Gallery of the Central Agency Section).

4, A Pledge Taking Ceremony was organized by the Central Agency Section on the occasion of Rashtriya
EktaDiwas (31% October 2023) to reinforce and reaffirm our commitment towards unity, integrity,

and security of our country.

".-"-'

I

et

(A picture of Secretary& In- Charge CAStakmg pledgealong W|th the Offlcers& staff of CAS)
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(A pictureof Shri M K Maroria, Sr. Govt. Advocate taking pledge with his staff.)
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INCOME-TAXAPPELLATE TRIBUNAL

Origin

Section 252 of the Income-tax Act, 1961 providesthat the Central Government shall constitute an Appellate
Tribunal consisting of asmany Judicial Members and Accountant Membersasit thinksfit, to exercisethe
powers and discharge the functions conferred on the Appel late Tribunal by the said Act. The Income-tax
Appellate Tribunal was established on 25" January, 1941, in pursuance of asimilar provision contained in
the erstwhile Indian Income-tax Act, 1922.

Congtitution

Asper the Tribunal ReformsAct, 2021 and the Rules framed thereunder, vide notification GS.R. 635(E)
dated 15th September 2021 issued by the Ministry of Finance (Department of Revenue), New Delhi; a
person shall not be qualified for appointment as,

@ President unlessheisasditting or retired Judge of aHigh Court and who has completed not lessthan
seven yearsof serviceasaJdudgeinaHigh Court or aVice-President of the Income-tax Appellate
Tribund,

(b) Vice-President, unless he has been amember; and
(© Judicial Member, unless,

()] he has, for acombined period of ten years, been aDistrict Judge and Additional District
Judge; or

(i)  hehasbeen amember of the Indian Legal Servicewith ten yearsof experienceinlitigation
and has held the post of Additional Secretary or any equivalent or higher post for two years;
or

(i)  hehasbeen an advocatefor ten yearswith substantial experiencein litigation under Income-
tax lawsin Income-tax Appellate Tribunal, High Court, or Supreme Court;

(d) Accountant Member, unless,
()] he hasfor twenty-five years been in the practice of accountancy,

(A)  asachartered accountant under the Chartered AccountantsAct, 1949 (38 of 1949);
or

(B) asaregistered accountant under any law formerly in force; or partly as such
registered accountant and partly as a chartered accountant; or

(i) he has been amember of the Indian Revenue Service (Income-tax Service Group ‘A’) and
hasheld the post of Principal Commissioner of Income-tax or any equivalent or higher post
and has performed judicial, quasi-judicia or adjudicating functionsfor threeyears.
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Bench Srength

As constituted presently, the Tribunal consists of 63 Benches. For 63 Benches spread over 30 stations
(including 02 Circuit Benches) throughout the country, the present sanctioned strength of Membersis 126
including one (01) President and ten (10) Zonal Vice-Presidents. The present position of sanctioned, filled
up, and vacant post as of 31.03.2024 isas under: -

S.No. Posts Sanctioned Filled up Vacant

1 President 01 01 00

2 Vice-President 10 07 03

3 Accountant Member 63 55 08

4 Judicial Member 63 60 03
TOTAL 126* 115** 11***

* Including 01 President and 10 Vice-Presidents.
** including 01 President and 07 Vice-Presidents.
*** including 03 Vice-Presidents.

Power sand Functions

Thelncome-tax Appellate Tribunal, constituted under the Income-tax Act, dealswith second appealsin all
mattersof direct taxes, including appeal sagainst therevisionary orders of Administrative Commissionersas
well asorders denying registration under Section 12A or Section 80G of the Income-tax Act 1961, etc.
TheAppellate Tribunal also dealswith second appealsin all matters of the Black Money (Undisclosed
foreign income and assets) and imposition of Tax Act, 2015 including any revisionary order passed by the
Principal Commissioner/Commissioner under the Black Money (Undisclosed Foreign Income and A ssets)
and Imposition of Tax Act, 2015.

Thepowersand functionsof the Appellate Tribunal are exercised and discharged by the Benches constituted
by the President of the Tribunal from amongst the Membersthereof. Generally, aBench consists of one
Judicial Member and one Accountant Member. However, in appropriate cases, at the discretion of the
President, a Bench may consist of more than two Members. The President or any other Member of
Tribunal authorized inthisbehalf by the Central Government may, sitting singly, dispose of any casewhich
has been all otted to the Bench of which heisaMember and which pertains to an assesses whose total
income as computed by the A ssessing Officer in that case does not exceed fifty (50) lakhs rupees and the
President may, for the disposal of any particular case, constitute a Special Bench consisting of three or more
Members, one of whom shall necessarily be aJudicial Member and one Accountant Member, subject to
the provisions of the Income-tax Act, 1961.

Procedureand Rules

TheAppellate Tribunal hasthe power to regulateits procedure and the procedure of its Benchesin all
matters arising out of the exercise of its powersor in the discharge of itsfunctions, including the places at
whichthe Benchesshall hold their sittings.
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TheAppellate Tribunal has, accordingly, framed itsown rules called the Income-tax (Appellate Tribunal)
Rules, 1963. The said Rulesare best suited for the expeditious disposal of all matters pending beforethe
Appellate Tribunal .

TheAppdlate Tribuna functionsasthefina fact-finding authority not only in matters concerning incometax
but also in all matters of taxation such aswealth tax, gift tax, etc. The Appellate Tribunal is manned by
efficient personnel discharging their functionsto the best of their ability and balancing the scale of justice
evenly between the taxpayer and the Revenue, without fear or Favor.

The matters, that the Appellate Tribunal disposes, are of vital importance involving revenue to the tune of
severd crores. TheTribunal isentrusted with the responsibletask of deciding intricate questionsof law and
fact. The presence of both the Judicial and Accountant Members ensuresthat Questions of Law and facts,
which arisefor consideration are properly enquired into and that the accountancy point, aswell asthelegal
angle, areweighed properly. TheAppellate Tribunal allowsthe representatives of both partiesto appear
beforeit and invariably hearsthem before passing any order. The Members hear the parties, peruse the
evidence on record, maketheir notes, refer to the authorities cited at the Bar, confer among themselves,
and then passfinal orders. The procedure, which ensuresthat Questions of fact and law are properly and
judicialy decided, isby itself asuccour to the parties, and inferences drawn by the Tribunalsarefound to be
beyond reproach.

Pendency of Appeals

At thebeginning of year 2023 i.e. 01.01.2023, the Pendency of the appeal swas 38311 and up to 31.03.2024
the number of appeals pending in the Income-tax Appellate Tribunal standsat 38759.

It may be seen from the following table that the commitment to reduce pendency is showing encouraging

results:
Year Ingtitution | Disposal | Pendency at the
end of theyear

2019 50991 53160 89412
2020 14617 24256 79754
2021 15046 40473 54315
2022 21364 39096 38311
2023 29126 33008 34429
2024 (Jan., 24 to 10904 6574 38759
Mar.,24)

Effortsfor reduction of pendency

Necessary instructions have already been issuedtoall the Benchesto scrutinize and identify casesthat are
covered by decisionsof I.T.A.T., High Courts, and the Supreme Court and post them on apriority basis.
Thisincludes group and small matters. The members of the Bar have also been requested to bring all such
covered casestothenoticeof [.T.A.T., for out-of-turn posting. Besides, appealsdealing with Search &
Seizure matters and appeal s against orders passed under Section 263 by the administrative Commissioners
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arealso given priority at their disposal. Similarly, appeals against the denial of registration to charitable
institutions under Section 12A and denia of recognition under Section 80 G are also given priority. Appeals
of Senior Citizensare aso taken up for priority hearing, wherever the Tribunal isso approached. Further,
as per theamendment madein the Income Tax Act 1961 by the FinanceAct 2015, now the appeal involving
assessed income up to Rs. 50 lakhs can be heard by Single Member Bench. The said amendment has
further in the speedy disposal of cases. The pendency figure of Single Member Casesisasunder: -

Month Total Pendency
January, 2023 3009
February, 2023 2960
March, 2023 2941
April, 2023 3006
May, 2023 3034
June, 2023 2892
July, 2023 2935
August, 2023 2976
September, 2023 2857
October, 2023 2852
November, 2023 3074
December, 2023 3430
January, 2024 3834
February, 2024 4359
March, 2024 4830
The pendency figure of Wealth Tax Casesisasunder: -
Month Total Pendency
January, 2023 89
February, 2023 68
March, 2023 64
April, 2023 69
May, 2023 80
June, 2023 77
July, 2023 72
August, 2023 50
September, 2023 51
October, 2023 51
November, 2023 65
December, 2023 63
January, 2024 63
February, 2024 51
March, 2024 56

)
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Out of 126 sanctioned posts of Members, required for running 63 Benches of the ITAT, 115 posts of
Membersarefilled up, 37 (Judicial and Accountant) Member hasjoined in the month of March, 2024 &
April, 2024. Despite all the constraintsimposed by Covid-19 pandemic, the Tribunal made serious and
honest attemptsto continue with dispensing impartial, easy and speedy justiceto thetax litigants. For this
purpose, the Tribunal started hearing of casesthrough Video Conferencing. The Court Room hearing by
way of Video Conferencing were devised and carried out by the existing staff of the I TAT and no outside
expert agency was utilized. The system of virtual court hearing hasyielded satisfactory results.

COMPUTERIZATION

The process of computerization started in the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal in early 2000 and in recent
years, this process has gained great momentum with several innovative projects being implemented in the
day-to-day activitiesof the Tribunal. Over theyears, various projects have been undertaken and implemented
by the Tribunal to live up to itsmotto “ Nishpaksh Sulabh Satvar Nyay” . Thedetailsof such projectsare
asunder: -

(@ I TAT OnlineProject: Thisproject wasthefirst initiative to automate the process of judicial
adminigtrationinthe Tribuna starting from receipt and registration of appeal sand gpplications
up to the disposal and uploading of Tribunal orders. This project was commissioned and
implemented in all Benches of the Tribunal in aphased manner. ITAT Onlineisaweb-based
application that can be accessed from anywhere and anytime. Now all Benches of ITAT
have been connected to the ITAT Online database and activities like registration, data
Updation, Tribunal order uploading, etc., are carried out through the web application. Web-
cum-Database Server of this project has been set up in the National Informatics Centre
Cloud Server.

(@ I TAT Official Website: Asan extension of the ITAT Online Project, the official website of
thelncome Tax Appellate Tribuna wasredevel oped in 2016 and equipped to deliver judicial
and genera information to the public. The official website wasredesigned to makeit more
user-friendly, informative, responsive, updated, and compliant with the Government of India's
Guidelinesfor Websites. Dynamic information like Cause Lists, Constitution, Case Status,
Order Search, and Pronouncement Search have been provided to cater to the judicial
information needs of thelitigants. Besides, staticinformation like Holiday Lists, Tendersand
Auctions, Notice Boards, and Right to |nformation are accessibleto thelitigantsin particular,
and to the publicin general. Thiswebsiteiswidely used and appreciated.

(b) Digital Display Boards: Asaninnovative and eco-friendly step, physical notice boards
have been replaced by digital notice boards at I TAT, Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, and Raipur
Benches. Cause Lists, Constitutions, Friday lists, etc. are being digitally displayed on the
digital notice boards.

(© L aunching of M obileApplication: TheAndroid version of the TAT Judicial Information
Portal has been devel oped and released for the benefit of appellants, respondentsaswell as
their counsels. Owing toitssimplicity and ease of use, the app has been very useful.

(d) JudiSISApplication: JudiSISisaninternal desktop application devel oped in-house for
managing various day-to-day judicia activities. Judi SIS enablestheinternal usersto manage

D
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causelists, hearings, preparation of notices, send email communications, Updation of case
statusand publication of daily order sheet on thewebsite, generation of periodical statements,
etc.

(e Budget and ExpenditureM onitoring System: For monitoring and consolidating the budget
availability and expenditure position efficiently and accurately on ared-timebass, ITAT has
implemented an online application namely Budget Man, developed by in-housetalent. This
application has enabled the Head Office to generate periodical budgetary statementswitha
click of abutton.

)] CCTV Cameras: CCTV Cameraswith audio and video recording facilities have been
installed in courtrooms and other important entry pointsat all Benches of the Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal.

(9 InfrastructureUp-gradation: I TAT hasaways been consciousthat better computerization
needs better infrastructure. Accordingly, ITAT has been replacing the old and obsol ete
Compuiters, printers, and other equipment with thelatest onesin aphased manner. All members
of ITAT have aready been provided with laptopsfor their official use. The Members of
ITAT have a so been equipped with dictation Softwareto assist in dictation of orders. Optic
fibre-based high-speed internet connectivity isbeing provided at every bench to meet the
bandwidth requirements of various projects and applications.

(h) Centralization: It has been decided to Centralize the non-judicial function of subordinate
Benchesat the Zonal Headquartersfor optimal utilization of human resourcesof ITAT. This
arrangement of Centrdization wasinitidly started at Delhi and Bangaore Zona Headquarters
by taking over the work of Agraand Cochin Benchesrespectively w.e.f. 1 November,
2022.

@) E-Filing Portal: ITAT haslaunched the e-Filing Portal for facilitating electronic filing of
appealsand applications, and petitions and documentstherein, by the stakeholders. Sofar,
over 7300 appeal s by assesses and over 2700 appeal s by the department have been filed
through thee-Filing Portal.

) Publishing of Daily Orders: As a major step in promoting transparency in judicial
administration, I TAT has started publishing the daily orders passed by various Benches of
the Tribunal on the official website. All the Members have started signing the daily order
sheets generated by the Judi SIS software (an in-house interna judicial application). These
daily orders appear in the case detail s page on I TAT Judicia Information Portal.

(k) ITAT Members e-Library Portal: ITAT Members e-Library Portal waslaunched on
12th August 2022. This portal providesaccessto digital libraries of the Hon' ble Supreme
Court, and various High Courtsto the Members of the ITAT. Thisportal also provides
seamless accessto several tax portals.

()] RTI OnlinePortal: All Public Authoritiesof ITAT have been on-boarded onthe RTI Online
Portal (https://rtionline.gov.in) enabling the applicantsto filetheir request for information
and receivetheresponse online.

— )
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(m)  Electronic Communication of Hearing Notices, etc.. ITAT commenced electronic
Communication of Acknowledgement of Filing of Appeals, Hearing Notices, Defect Notices,
etc. to the parties.

(n) I mplementation of e-Office: With the co-operation of the Department of Legal Affairs,
E-Office software has been implemented in the I TAT for forwarding various proposalsto
the Department of Lega Affairselectronically. ITAT isaso contemplating implementing e-
Officeand SPARROW for intra-organizational use.

(0) API linkagewith LIMBS: For the purpose of minimizing manual dataentry, theLIMBS
portal has beenintegrated through APIswith various Courts/Tribunals. Recently, theLIMBS
portal has been linked with ITAT which shall facilitate seamless data transfer between the
applicationsand shall help in auto Updation of recordson the LIMBS portal pertaining to
casesin I TAT.

RECENT ACHIEVEMENTSINTHE YEAR 2023-24

@ Mandatory e-filing of RevenueAppeals. In compliancewith thedirectionsof the Hon' ble
Supreme Court, ITAT hasimplemented the mandatory e-filing of appedls, etc. by the Income
Tax Department w.e.f. 30.06.2023. Between July and December 2023 more than 2,400
appeal sand applicationswerefiled by the Department through the e-Filing Portal .

(b) Paperless Courtrooms. Consequent to the implementation of e-filing in the ITAT, the
appeasand applicationsarefiled in electronic form. Thisled to the setting up of Paperless
Courtrooms. The essential software interface has been devel oped to allow membersto
accessfiles seamlessly before, during, and after hearings. The courtroom infrastructureis
being upgraded to meet the requirements of Paperless Courtrooms.

(© Virtual / Hybrid Hearings: In compliance with the directions of the Hon’ ble Supreme
Court, ITAT hasenabled hybrid/ virtual hearings at all Benches of the Tribunal. Freeand
high-speed wirelessinternet isbeing provided at al Benchesfor the use of stakeholders.

d) Cyber Security: ITAT isfully cognizant of the growing cyber security threatsand the need
to protect the I T infrastructure from the threats by implementing strong cybersecurity
measures and following best practices. Guidelinesissued by the Ministry of Electronicsand
Information Technology and National Informatics Centre, ITAT have been circulated to all
stakeholdersfor strict adherence. I TAT hasal so taken up the security audit of thewebsite
and web application to ensure that Digital Nagriks experience asafe and trusted online
experience with the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal.

Other Important Eventsand Activitiesin Year 2023-24

E)) INTERACTIVEMEETINGWITH THE STAKEHOLDERSOF ITAT: Aninteractive
meeting with the stakeholders of ITAT was conducted in Mumbai on 15.01.2023. Shri
KirenRijiju, Hon' ble Union Minister of Law & Justice chaired the meeting. Shri G.S. Pannu,
President, ITAT, Vice President, ITAT, Pune zone, Members of the Bar Association, and
officersof the Income Tax Department attended the meeting.
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(b) WOMEN’SDAY CELEBRATION: TheWomen’s Day Celebration was conducted at
various Benches on 08" March, 2023 and 08" March, 2024.

(©) RASHTRIYA EKTA DIWAS(NATIONAL UNITY DAY): All Benchesof Income Tax
Appdlate Tribuna observed 31% October, 2023 as“ RashtriyaEktaDiwas’ (Nationa Unity
Day) and all Officerg/Officialstook the pledge on the occasion.

(d) YOGADAY CELEBRATION: International Day of Yogawas celebrated on 21% June,
2023inall Benchesof ITAT.

(e HINDI DIWAS & HINDI PAKHWADA: Inauguration of the Hindi Pakhwada at Pune
under the Chairmanship of Shri. Amit Shah, Hon’ bleHome Minister of India. All the Benches
of the ITAT organized Hindi Diwas on 14.09.2023 and Hindi Pakhwada successfully in
September, 2023.

(f) ITAT FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATION: ITAT's Foundation Day was celebrated
on 25.01.2024 at various Benches of I TAT inthe year 2023-24.

The Premises of Benchesof ITAT

At thefollowing stationsthel TAT isfunctioning from itsown building:

Jaipur

Bangdore

Cuttack

Lucknow

At thefollowing stations, par cels of land have been purchased by the | TAT for the
construction of office-cum-residential buildings: -

Ahmedabad

Kolkata

Guwahéti
Pune

Detailsof thestatusof Land & Buildings

@) Delhi: The construction of the office building of the ITAT, Delhi Benches, Delhi by the
NBCC IndiaLtd. in Tower-B at World Trade Center, Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi isinfull
swing. Payment of Rs.16,44,96,891/- madeto NBCC ServicesLimited asinitial deposit
for the execution of Interior fit-out worksfor office space. An amount of Rs.16,55,85,869/
- and Rs.12,42,56,429/- have been paid to the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairsfor
already allotted new office premisesin respect of I TAT, Delhi Benchesat Tower-B World
Trade Centre, New Delhi in F.Y. 2023-24 asan 11" Installment & 12" Installment. An
amount of Rs.19,56,68,821/- has been paid to NBCC Services Ltd. for the execution of
Interior fit-out worksin F.Y. 2023-24.

— )
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(i) Ahmedabad: A land admeasuring 11,559 sq Mtrshasbeen alotted for the construction of
an office building/Staff Quartersfor ITAT, Ahmedabad Benches, Ahmedabad land at FP
No. 60, TPNo. 694 of Joje Sola, Tal. Ghatlodiyafor Rs. 76,46,16,869/- allotted by the
state Government of Gujarat and transferred/entered in Govt. land recordsin the name of
ITAT, Ahmedabad, vide U.O. dtd. 12.10.2021. The Preliminary Estimate received from
CPWD, Ahmedabad for Rs.77.82 crores has been concurred by Ministry videits|etter
dated 09.07.2022. Authorization issued for Rs.11,00,00,000/- (Rs.10,00,00,000 for Civil
Work and Rs.1,00,00,000 for Electrical Work) against the concurrence of Rs.24,00,00,000/
- towards construction of office building of ITAT, Ahmedabad for F.Y.2023-24. Out of that,
an amount of Rs.5,06,05,446/- (Rs.4,09,27,716/- for Civil work and Rs.96,77,730/- for
electrical work) has been surrendered inthelast F.Y. 2023-24.

(i)  Kolkata TheWBHIDCO Ltd. hasallotted 1.25Acres of leasehold |land vide | etter dated
19.09.2019 at thefinancial & legal Hub devel oped by West Bengal Housing Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd. (WBHIDCO). The entire consideration amount of Rs.16
Crores has been paid to the West Bengal Housing Infrastructure Development Corporation
Ltd. (WBHIDCO) inthe FY 2019-20. A Preliminary Estimate received from CPWD,
Kolkatafor Rs. 66.39 crores has been concurred by the Ministry videitsletter dated
09.07.2022. Authorization issued for Rs.10,00,00,000/- with instructions to make the
immediate payment required by CPWD, Kolkata against the concurrence of
Rs.35,00,00,000/- towards the construction of office building of ITAT, Kolkata for
F.Y.2023-24. Out of that, an amount of Rs.3,00,00,000 has been surrendered in the last
F.Y. 2023-24.

(iv)  Guwahati Thel. T.A.T., purchased 1 Bigha, 3Katha, and 1 L essaat Fancy Bazar, Uzanbazar,
Guwahati from Central Inland Water Transport Corporation (CIWTC), A Govt. of India
Undertaking Organization, under Ministry of Shipping for a consideration amount of
Rs.4,03,00,000/-. Even morethan 5 years after the execution of the sale deed theland has
not been transferred in the name of I TAT.

TheDirector (NER) of Inland WaterwaysAuthority of India, Ministry of Shipping, Govt. of
India, Noida, Uttar Pradesh informed by letter dated. 28.01.2020 that the Inland Waterways
Authority of Indiahas advised the Regional Office, Inland WaterwaysA uthority of India
(TWAI) at Guwahati to take appropriate action regarding handing over of possession of
Land at Fancy Bazar of Guwahati to ITAT and also conveyed to DC, Kamrup that the
objection raised earlier onissue of NOC betreated aswithdrawn and the regiond office has
no objection on issue of NOC to transfer the parcel of land to ITAT, Ministry of Law &
Justice.

In October 2021 Ministry of Shipping requested I TAT through MoL Jto consider returning
theland, which has been objected to. Thethen Hon' ble Law Minister vide D.O. |etter dated
04.02.2022 addressed to the Hon’ ble Minister for Ports, has requested for handing over
theland to ITAT Bench at Guwahati.

(V) PuneThelTAT had acquired 4000 Sg. Mtrs. Land at Akrudi from Pimpri Chinchwad New
Township Development Authority at acost for Rs. 1.20 Croresin 1998 for construction of
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Office-cum-Residential complex. Land being outside the city limits and logistically
inconvenient, objectionswereraised by the Bar Associations and other stakeholders. I TAT
has proposed the Ministry of Law & JusticevideD.O. letter dated 01.02.2022 of the then
President, I TAT to consider utilization of land for setting up auseful Resource Centrefor
instance, aresidential legal Academy/training Centrefor IndiaLegal Service Officers, etc.
to enable optimum utilization of theland, including the use of such facility by ITAT alsofor
training its Officersand Staff.

Facilitiesfor Members. The Hon’ ble Supreme Court vide order dated 19.9.2003in SLP (L) Nos.6905/
1998 & TP(C) Nos. 659 and 672-673 of 1998 in the case of Union of Indiaand othersVs. All Gujarat
Federation of Tax Consultants had directed the Government to provide certain facilitiesto the Members of
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal and every effort hasbeen made by the I TAT to provide such facilitiesto the
Members.

Benevolent Fund: A Benevolent Fund, the corpus of which hasbeen built out of voluntary contributions by
the officersand staff, a so existsin the Income-tax Appellate Tribunal. The President, Income-tax Appellate
Tribunal, isthe patron. Officersand staff contribute voluntarily to thisfund and disbursementsare madeto
officialsin need of medical or other emergent situations on the recommendation of acommittee formed
under the Rules.

Right to I nformation Act, 2005: RTI Act 2005 hasaready been implemented by the Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal. All the 28 stations (63 Benches) of ITAT areregistered on thewebsite of CIC, Delhi. Tofacilitate
quicker accessto information for RTI applicantsin keeping with the letter and spirit of the RTI Act, all 28
Public Authoritiesof ITAT have been brought under the RTI Online Portd (rtionline.gov.in).

I mplementation of Official Language Policy: In accordance with the provisions of the Official Language
Act, 1963, every endeavour is being made to ensure the progressive use of Hindi in the Benches of the
ITAT.

Withaview of kegping constant monitoring on theimplementation of the officia language policy prescribed
by the Department of official language, Government of Indiaand to provide guidance, asand when required,
Official Language Implementation Committees (OL I Cs) have been congtituted at al the Benchesof Income-
tax Appellate Tribunal

Progressin achieving the targets set for Hindi correspondence and implementation of Official Language
Policiesismonitored by the Officia Language |mplementation Committee (OLIC) of the concerned Bench
and periodical reports, forwarded by the Benchesregarding progressive useof Hindi, areregularly scrutinized
by Head Officeat Mumbai. Training in Hindi/Hindi Typing/Hindi Stenography isoffered by nominating a
sufficient number of officials under the Hindi Teaching Scheme, of the Department of Official Language,
Government of India.

Hindi workshopsareaso held in all the Benchesfor proper implementation of the Officia Language policy
to encouragethe use of Hindi and to removethe hesitation of officers/employeestowork in Hindi. Thisyear
sufficient funds are provided to purchase Hindi Books at all the Benches. All Benches of Income Tax
Appelate Tribuna wereinstructed to make expenditurestowardsthe purchase of Hindi Books (i.e. 50% of
thetotal library grant) as per the Official Language policy and in accordance with the targetsfixed by the
Department of Official Language, Government of India

)
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To create awareness about theuse of Hindi in officia work aswell asto accelerate the pace of itsprogressive
use, Hindi Diwas and Hindi Pakhwada have been organized at al| benches.

AnAnnual Magazine*“ Srijan” ispublished at the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal, Mumbai. It contains
articles, stories, poemsand travel ogues etc. written by Members, Officersand employeesof various Benches
of ITAT, besides photos of the Hindi Pakhwada Programmes, and Hindi Workshops.

I mplementation of instructionsregarding representativesin services of Handicapped, Scheduled
Castes& Scheduled Tribesand Ex-Servicemen etc.: The Government of India sinstructionsregarding
the concessionsin appointments to the Handicapped, Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes and Ex-
Serviceman etc., were duly implemented during the period under consideration. The Statisticsrelating to the
representation of these categories in services of the Income-tax Appellate Tribunal are enclosed at
ANNEXURE I V.

Number of female employeesworking inthe I TAT and facilities provided to them in addition to those given
to male employeesisasunder:

Group A 11
Group B 42
Group C 63
Multi-Tasking Staff 12
TOTAL 128

PHOTOGRAPHSOF IMPORTANT EVENTSHELD INTHE ITAT INTHE YEAR 2023-24

JUSTICE (RETD.) C.V. BHADANG TAKING OVER CHARGE ASHON’BLE PRESIDENT,
I TAT ON 23.10.2023
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BOOK RELEASE OF DEPARTMENTAL MAGAZINE “SRIJAN-2023" AT ITAT MUMBAI,
COURT-NO.-1
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ORGANIZING OF HINDI PAKHWADA 2023 AT ITAT, MUMBAI BENCHES, MUMBAI

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY HELD ON 21.06.2023 AT I TAT, MUM BAI




Annua Report 2023-2024 ‘




’ Annual Report 2023-2024

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY HELD ON 21.06.2023 AT ITAT, CHENNAI
) — -
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INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY HELD ON 21.06.2023 AT I TAT, BANGALORE

PLEDGE TAKEN ON THE OCCASION OF NATIONAL UNITY DAY ON 31.10.2023 AT I TAT
CHENNAI
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PLEDGE TAKEN ON THE OCCASION OF NATIONAL UNITY DAY ON 31.10.2023AT I TAT
LUCKNOW

PLEDGE TAKEN ON THE OCCASION OF NATIONAL UNITY DAY ON 31.10.2023AT I TAT
AHMEDABAD
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83" FOUNDATION DAY OF ITAT HELD AT ITAT MUMBAI BENCHES, MUMBAI

Government of inclla, Mits=iry of Law & Justics
INCOME TAX APPELLATE TRIBUN2

Government of India, Ministry of Law & Justice
INCOME TAX APPELLATE TRIBUNAL

Foundation Day Ce!-lrations - 2024
25" Janug . 024
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INDIAINTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CENTRE (*11AC”): -

ABOUT I1AC:

TheIndialnternational Arbitration Centre (11AC) was established by the IndiaInternational Arbitration
CentreAct, 2019. The purpose of this enactment isto create an independent and autonomous regime for
institutional arbitration. 11 AC has been declared as an ingtitution of national importance.

Thedispute resol ution processesthat arein place have ahugeimpact on the Indian economy and the global
perception of doing businessin India. To thisend, the [|AC aimsto inspire confidence amongst parties
(both domestic and international) by providing aneutral dispute resolution platform for the resol ution of
commercia disputesthrough aseamlessarbitral process.

OBJECTSOFIIAC:

€) to bring targeted reformsto devel op itself asaflagship institution for conducting international
and domestic arbitration;

(b) to promote research and study, providing teaching and training, and organizing conferences
and seminarsin arbitration, conciliation, mediation, and other alternative dispute resol ution
meatters;

(© to providefacilities and administrative assistance for conciliation, mediation, and arbitral
proceedings;

(d) to maintain panels of accredited arbitrators, conciliators, and mediators both at national and
international levelsor specialists such as surveyorsand investigators,

(e to collaborate with other national and international institutions and organizationsto ensure
the credibility of the Centre asaspecialised institution in arbitration and conciliation;

® to set up facilitiesin Indiaand abroad to promote the activities of the Centre;

(9 to lay down parametersfor different modes of alternative dispute resol ution mechanisms
being adopted by the Centre; and

(h) such other objectivesasit may deem fit with the approval of the Central Government.
FUNCTIONSOFI1AC:

€) to facilitate the conduct of arbitration and other forms of alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms, both international and domestic, in the manner as may be specified by the

regulations;

(b) to provide cost effective and timely servicesfor the conduct of arbitration and conciliation at
nationa and internationd levels,

(© to promote studiesin thefield of alternative dispute resolution and related matters, and to
promote reformsin the system of settlement of disputes;
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(d) to undertake teaching and to providefor diffusion of knowledge of law and procedureson
aternative dispute resol ution and related matters and to award certificatesand other academic
or professional distinctions;

()] to impart training in alternative dispute resol ution and rel ated mattersto those who are
handling arbitration, conciliation, and mediation;

® to co-operate with other societies, institutionsand organizations, national or international for
promoting alternative dispute resolution; and

9 to perform such other functions as may be entrusted to it by the Central Government for
promoting aternative dispute resolution.

CONFERENCESORGANIZED/REPRESENTED BY IIAC

1 Delhi Discourse 2023 organized by Federation of Indian Corporate Lawyers. Chairperson, [IAC
wasinvited to aconferencetitled “ Delhi Discourse 2023” with thetheme* Navigating India’sLegal
Terrain in the Era of Amrit Kaal”, organized by Federation of Indian Corporate Lawyers, on
26.05.2023 at Hotel Taj Palace, New Delhi, to deliver the special addressin the session Dispute
Resolution - “Resolving Disputesin India: Trendsand Strategiesfor Success”.

2. I1AC organized “Indian Arbitration L eadership Roundtable” with practitionersfrom leading law
firmson 27.05.2023, at Tg Palace, New Delhi: 11 AC organized aRoundtableviz., “ Indian Arbitration
L eadership Roundtable” to discussthe Indialnternationa Arbitration Centre (Criteriafor Admission
to the panel of arbitrators) Regulations, 2023, Draft Indialnternational Arbitration Centre (Conduct
of Arbitration Proceedings) Regulations, 2023; way forward asto what isrequired to be done by
the Il AC to promote I nstitutional Arbitration for Domestic and International Commercia Disputes;
and establishment of Users' Council.

3. Conference onArbitrating INDO-UK Commercia Disputes- 2ND EDITION organized by the
Indian Council of Arbitration with the support of FICCI: Chairperson, I|AC wasinvited as aspesker
and moderator at aTechnical Session, viz., “Navigating the Enforcement Processfor International
Arbitral Awardsinthe UK & India’ at the conference organized by the Indian Council of Arbitration
with the support of FICCI on Arbitrating INDO-UK Commercial Disputes- 2N° EDITION on
05.06.2023.

4. India Dispute Resolution Forum at St. James Court, Taj Hotel, London: Chairperson, I11AC was
invited as Speaker and Moderator at India Dispute Resolution Forum 2023, organized by
ThoughtL eaders4Disputes on 08.06.2023 at St. James Court, Taj Hotel, London, to share his
viewson thetopic“ Debate: Can Indiabecome ahub of International Arbitration?’

5. I1AC organized Indian Arbitration L eadership Roundtable on thetopic “ Institutional Arbitration
— expectations and way forward” for Legal Heads of |eading Corporate Houses on 04.08.2023
at Hotel-Sofitel, BKC Mumbai: Deliberationsincluded expectationsfrom an arbitral institution and
stepstaken/to betaken by HAC in thisregard.

6. Collaboration with the Chambers of Shashank Garg: Pursuant to approval of the Members of the
[1AC, the Il AC has collaborated with the Chambers of Shashank Garg, asan institutional partner
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for aseriesof fireside chatswith leading international arbitrators.

7. I1AC organized a Conference on “Institutional Arbitration and Way Forward”: 11AC organized a
Conference for legal heads of Central Public Sector Undertakings (CPSES) on 25" September
2023 at Jacaranda Hall, IndiaHabitat Centre, New Delhi-110003.

8. [1AC hosted aWebinar on“ Ad-hoc to Institutional Arbitration: The necessity for aparadigm shiftin
approach”, on 11™ October 2023 (during the IndiaADR Week 2023 organised by the Mumbai
Centrefor International Arbitration). On behalf of 11AC, thewebinar was moderated by Mr. Ganesh
Chandru, Part Time Member, I1AC.

0. Globa MaritimeIndiaSummit (GMIS) 2023: Chairperson, IIAC wasinvited asa speaker at Global
Maritime IndiaSummit (GMI1S) 2023, organized by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
in association with Indian PortsAssociation & FICCI at MMRDA Ground BandraKurlaComplex
on 19" October 2023, to share hisviews on thetopic “Maritime Financing, Insurance & Arbitration”.

10. Chairperson, IIAC wasinvited asapanel speaker at theinaugural Webinar “ Africa-India Dispute
Resolution Dialogues’ of the Webinar Series organized by WEBNYAY & ODRAFRICA on 30"
October 2023, to share hisviewson thetopic “ODR inAfricaand India=Where are we?’

11. Chairperson, IIAC wasinvited to inaugurate the launch of ADRAAS- aRedl-time environment for
dispute resolution, during the “ Arbitration in the new age” Conclave on 25" November 2023.
Chairperson, IIAC was also invited as a panel speaker at the above said Conclave organized by
Adraas (Realtime Environment for Dispute Resol ution) to share hisviews on thetopic * Arbitration
Reforms- What to Expect?

12. Chairperson, IIAC wasinvited asaspeaker at a Conference onAlternate Dispute Resolution with
aspecia focuson International Arbitration organized by Indian Railways Ingtitute of Logisticsand
Materials Management (IRILMM) on 30" November 2023, to share hisviewson thetopic ‘ India
asaninternational arbitration hub: isit anideawhosetime hascome?

13. Chairperson, IlACwasinvited to giveaspecia addressat theinaugura ceremony of the 4™ Edition
of Biennia Conference 2023 “ SCL Internationa Conference on Construction Law and Arbitration:
Reshaping Construction Dispute Resolution” organized by Society of Construction Law on 8"
December 2023 at New Delhi.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDINGS (MoU’s)

Memorandum of Under standing between 11 AC and Indian I nstitute of Management Rohtak (11 M
Rohtak): ThellAC and Indian Institute of Management Rohtak (IIM Rohtak) have entered aMOU on
30.04.2023. The purpose of the MOU isto undertake activities to devel op an awareness campaign and
promotion campaign that will align the goasof the llAC in making Indiaaninternationa hub for arbitration.

Memor andum of Under standing between I AC and Royal | nstitute of Chartered Surveyors(RICYS):
RICSfounded in Londonin 1868, aglobal professional body for those working in the Built Environment,
Construction, Land, Property, and Real Estate have entered into aMemorandum of Understanding (M OU)
on 17" October 2023 at New Delhi. Through the MOU, the parties aim to work together and leverage
[IAC’sposition asan institution of national importance, which istasked to provide seamlessarbitration and
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ADR servicesinIndia, and RICS s 150 years of history and international reputation in administering dispute
resolution, especially arbitration, in the built environment sector.

Memorandum of Under standing between I AC and Rashtriya Raksha University (“RRU”): RRU,
an Ingtitution of National Importance under the Ministry of HomeAffairs have entered intoan MOU on
05" December 2023 at Gujarat during 2" RRU Investment Arbitration Academy. Among others, MoU
aimsto synergize the expertise of the RRU and |1 AC by accrediting academic programme, undertaking up-
skilling and training programmes, encouraging research and study in thefields of arbitration and other forms
of alternative dispute resol ution mechanisms, both domestic and international and online education through
the various entities created under the aegisof RRU.

EMPANELMENT OFARBITRATORSWITH ITAC

[1AC hasinitiated the process of empanel ment of Arbitrators pursuant to Criteriafor Admission to the panel
of Arbitrators Regulations. To that effect, the 1 AC hasreceived many applicationson itsonline portal from
various experts seeking empanelment as an Arbitrator with [l AC under categoriesviz former Judges,
Advocates, Architects, Chartered A ccountants, Company Secretaries, Cost & Work Accountants, Engineers,
and Public Service, etc. Thell AC has devel oped asoftware application having adashboard for the Chamber
of Arbitration to scrutinize the applicationsfor admission to the panel of arbitrators and thereafter to empanel
thearbitrators. Based on instructionsfrom the Chairperson of 11AC, the Registrar forwardsthe profiles of
the applicantsto the Chamber of Arbitration (International and Domestic) for scrutiny and consideration as
per the [IAC (Criteriafor Admission to the Panel of Arbitrators) Regulations, 2023, from timeto time.

NOTIFICATION OF REGULATIONS:

Thelndialnternational Arbitration Centre (Conduct of Arbitration) Regulations, 2023 have been published
in the Gazette of Indiaon 01.09.2023.

Thelndialnternational Arbitration Centre (Manner of Appointment and Powersand Functions of the Chief
Executive Officer) Regulations, 2023 have been published in the Gazette of Indiaon 05.10.2023.

NOTIFICATION OF RULES

Indialnternational Arbitration Centre (Composition and Functions of the Committees) Rules, 2023 have
been published in the Gazette of Indiaon 04.10.2023.

RECRUITMENT OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO) ON DIRECT RECRUITMENT
BASIS

[TAC initiated the process of recruitment of the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) on adirect recruitment
basis, as per the Indialnternational Arbitration Centre (Manner of Appointment and Powers and Functions
of the Chief Executive Officer) Regulations, 2023.

ESTABLISHMENT OF [TAC’'SUSERS COUNCIL

ThellAC hasestablished the Users' Council to promote and develop Indiaas asignificant arbitration hub
by facilitating aquick and efficient dispute resolution mechanism. Through the Users’ Council, thellAC
amsto create and maintain acohesivealiance between diverseusersof Arbitrationin Indiaand Internationally
coming from variousjurisdictionsand industries.
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ITACMODEL ARBITRATION CLAUSE

I1AC has approved [IAC Model Arbitration Clause and the same has been uploaded at its website
www.indiaiac.org.

Thelndian Law | nstitute, New Delhi
ABOUT THEINSTITUTE

Thelndian Law Ingtitute (ILI) isapremier legal research Institute founded on 27" December 1956. The
first Presdent of IndiaDr. Rgjendra Prasad formally inaugurated the opening of Institute on December 12,
1957 inthe Central Hall of Parliament, New Delhi which waswitnessed by thefirst Prime Minister of India
Pt. Jawahar La Nehru and Hon' ble Mr. Justice S.R. Dave, thethen Chief Justice of India.

Hon'’ ble Chief Justice of Indiaisthe ex-officio President and the Hon’ ble Law Minister of Government of
Indiaisthe ex-officio Vice-President of the Ingtitute. The Ingtitute’sregular administration iscontrolled by
various committees headed by Senior Judges of the Supreme Court of Indiaand other membersare chosen
fromthelega fraternity including Judgesfrom various High Courtsand prominent academicians.

The prime objective of the Instituteisto promote advanced studies and research in law and to contribute
substantially in reforming the administration of Justice, so asto meet the socio-economic aspirations of the
peoplethrough law and itsinstrumentalities.

Thelngtitute got the status of Deemed University intheyear 2004. Thelnstitute got itsfirst ever accreditation
with * A’ grade by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) in March 2017 with a
CGPA of 3.35 on a4.00-point scale through a vigorous assessment process by the peer team.

TheInstituteis conducting Master in Law and Doctoral coursesaswell asafew PG Diploma Coursesin
variousareas of law, i.e., Alternative Dispute Resolution, Corporate Laws and Management, Cyber Law,
and Intellectua Property RightsLaws.

TheLibrary of the Instituteisone of theleading law librariesin Asiaand attracts scholarsfrom all over the
world for legal research and contains around 82,000 volumes and about 190 current legal periodicals
including seria publications. Digitisation of rare documents and the Institute’ s publicationsare doneon a
regular basisand placed in therepository for access by the public at large. Thelibrary of the Institute has
recently shared itsIngtitutional repository at the coveted National Digital Library platform (NDL) whichis
the brainchild of the MHRD-NME-ICT.
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ACTIVITIESOFTHEINSTITUTE
ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES

After the declaration of Deemed University inthe year 2004, theingtitute launched research-oriented LL.M.
programme. Admission to the LLM programme s strictly on merit in Common Admission Test (CAT)
conducted every year and Interview. Presently the following programmes are conducted by the Institute:

Programme(s) StudentsEnrolled in
academic session 2023-24
LL.M.- 1Year (Full Time) 46
P G Diploma Courses (Alternative Dispute Resolution, Corporate 266
Lawsand Management, Cyber Law and Intellectual Property
RightsLaws)
No. of seatsinPh.D. inLaw 05
Total No. of Students 317
° Thelnstitute hasaPh.D. programme. There are 26 scholars enrolled as of date.
° E-L earning courses of three months duration on“ Cyber Law” (44'" batch) and “Intellectual

Property Rightsand I T in thelnternet Age” (55" batch) were started on May 8, 2023.
Common Admission Test-2023 for LL.M. 1-year programme

CommonAdmission Test (CAT) —2023 for admissionsin LL.M. 1 Year Programmewas held on 7" May,
2023 at MahargjaAgrasen College, Delhi and the result was declared on 25.5.2023.

Theviva-vocefor admissiontoLL.M. 1-year programme (2023-24) was held on 29.5.2023 and 30.5.2023.
Theresult as per merit was declared on 5.06.2023.

Ph.D. Entrance-2023

The Admission Test — 2023 for admissionsin Ph.D. Programme was held on 07.05.2023 at Maharaja
Agrasen College, Delhi and the result was declared on 22.6.2022.

PG DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

The admission processfor PG Diploma Programmes started on 15" March, 2023. TheInstitute received
586 applicationsfor 458 seats.

LL.M.1YEAR (1°" SEMESTER) EXAMINATIONS

The examination for LL.M. Semester End Examinations (1% Semester) was held during 15" — 23"May,
2023.

TRAINING PROGRAMMES SEMINAR/ CONFERENCE/BOOK RELEASE
I TRAINING PROGRAMMES
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A. INDIAN LAW INSTITUTE (ILI) — NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
(NHRC)

TRAINING PROGRAMMES

One-Day Programmefor M edia Per sonnel and Gover nment Public Relations Officerson Media
and Human Rights: Issuesand Challengeson January 21, 2023

Thelndian Law Ingtitute in collaboration with the National Human Rights Commission, organized aone-day
training program for media personnel and government public relations officers. In the program, severa

challengesand issuesthat arise during reporting were discussed. Severa eminent speakerslike Dr. P Puneeth,

Ms. AnjuMangla, Mr. Sudhanshu Ranjan, and Mr. Vikram Srivastavagraced the occasion asguest speakers.

The speakers examined the nuances of reporting for different settingslike courtrooms, prison conditions,
children’srights, etc. They flagged theimportance of sensitivity and empathy for mediapersonnel especialy
when reporting on the marginalized and victimized section of the society. The discussionsalso dedlt with the
manner inwhichlaw and legal regulation can help the mediabusiness create amore ethical and principled
structure of governance. However, several participants pointed out that self-regulation can be the only way
forward if the mediahasto continue serving asthefourth pillar of democracy. Thetraining program offered

new insightsto the attendees and was concluded through adistribution of certificates.

Snippets from the training programme

Two-Days- Programmefor Prison Officialson Human Rights: I ssuesand Challengeson February
11-12, 2023

Thelndian Law Institute and the National Human Rights Commission jointly organized atwo-day training
programme for Prison Officials on Human Rights: Issues and Challenges. The event was graced with the
presence of prison officials from acrossthe country. The Inaugural address was given by Smt. Jyotika
Kalra, Member NHRC. She focused on the Role of NHRC in the Promotion and Protection of Human
Rights. She started the session by quoting Nel son Mandela, who is hailed asthe champion of Human rights.
She spoke about the enforcement of Human Rightsin Indiaand therole played by the NHRC in ensuring
the same Ms. Karastressed the importance of prison officialsand how relevant their roleisinthe crimind
justice administration system. She al so talked about her personal experienceswhen shevisited the prisons
to assessthe capacity of prisonswhen shewasamember of the Human Rights Commission. She a so spoke
on theimportance of maintaining proper health records of the prison inmatesfor the smooth functioning of
the prisonsand asameasureto control any vulnerable and seriousdiseasesamong jail inmates. Mr. Shashank



’ Annua Report 2023-2024

Shekhar, apracticing Supreme Court Advocate, Former member of the Delhi Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (DCPCR), and known Child RightsActivist camefor thelecture. Histopic of discussionwas
“Protection of Human Rights of Juvenilesin Remand Home, Correctional Home with specific referenceto
the new Juvenile JusticeAct”. Heddliberated on the definition of child in conflict with the law and Juvenile
offendersand discussed various categorization of child offendersunder thelaw.
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Snippets from the Programme

Two-Day Programmefor First ClassJudicial Magistrateson Human Rights: I ssuesand Challenges
on March 25-26, 2023

TheIndian Law Institute and the National Human Rights Commission jointly organized atwo-day training
programmefor first-classjudicia magistrates on human rightsissues and challenges. The event began with
theinaugural function on March 25, 2023, with the lighting of thelamp by the Chief Guest, Hon' ble Mr.
Justice Dipak Misra, former Chief Justice of India, the Guest of Honor Shri DevendraKumar Singh, IAS
Secretary General and CEO of the National Human Rights Commission. Hon’ ble Justice Misra said that
justiceisthe mother of all virtue and isthe greatest courageous act of the man doing justice. Hereferred to
hisown coined definition of justice as* No personisan unperson”. He a so emphasized the close connection
between magistrates, the constitution, and human rights. Hefurther stated that liberty isablessing that must
be earned before enjoying it. He advised that the conditionswhile granting bail should not be erroneousand
sentencing should neither betoo liberal nor disproportionate.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Dipak Misra lighting the lamp Participants of thetrammg programme
at theinaugural session of the training programme.
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One-day training program for Officialsworking in Juvenile Homes, Old AgeHomes & Health
Sector on Human Rights: Issuesand Challengeson May 27, 2023

A day training programme jointly organized by the Indian Law Institute and National Human Rights
Commission for officialsworking in Juvenile Homes, Old Age homes and the Health Sector on “Human
Rights: Issuesand Challenges’ washeld on May 27, 2023. The programme was inaugurated by the Chief
guest, Hon’bleMr. Justice Rajendra M enon, Chair per son, Armed ForcesTribunal, Principa Bench,
New Delhi, and former, Chief Justice of Delhi High Court and PatnaHigh Court with thelightening of Lamp
along with other dignitaries.
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Shippets from the Programme

Two days training program for First Class Judicial Magistrate on Human Rights: Issues and
Challengeson July 1-2, 2023

Thelndian Law Ingtitutein collaboration with the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) organized
atwo-days Training Programme for the First-Class Judicial Magistrate on “Human Rights: I ssues and
Challenges’. The programmewasinaugurated with thelightening of Lamp.

Thiswasfollowed by awelcome addressby Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Kumar Sinha, Director, Indian Law Institute,
New Delhi. Prof. Sinhawarmly wel comed the Chief guest, guest of honour, and all the participantsfor the
two daystraining programme. Prof. Sinha, briefly deliberated on human rightsand its definition and highlighted
variousissuesand challengesin contemporary times.

Thiswasfollowed by the address by the guest of honour, Prof (Dr.) Ranbir Singh, former Vice Chancellor,
NLU Delhi. Prof. Singh discussed some important aspects of the human rights and remedial measures
provided by the courts. He discussed therole of thejudicia system in the betterment and promotion of the
humanrights.

Two daystraining program for Police Per sonnel on Policeand Human Rights: I ssuesand Challenges
on July 29-30, 2023

Thelndian Law Ingtitutein Collaboration with the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) organized
atwo days Training Programmefor police Personnel on * Police and Human Rights: Issuesand Challenges’
on July 29-30, 2023 at the IL1. The programme was inaugurated with the lightening of Lamp. Thiswas
followed by the Address by the guest of honour, Sh. DevendraKumar Nim, Joint Secretary, Establishment
and General Adminigtration, IP& TAFS, NHRC. He motivated the young trainee officers asthefirst line of
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defense of the Human Rights of the Common Man. Hetold police officersto show sensitivity and due
concern when anyone approacheswith acomplaint. It isthe police officer who setsthewheel of the criminal
justice system in motion. He said that it isthe police where apersonin distress or vulnerablewill gofirst and
seek protection for his human rights. In many cases, the Supreme Court and High Court are approached

Views of thetraining programme

Two daystraining program for Prison Officialson Policeand Human Rights: | ssuesand Challenges
on October 07-08, 2023

Thelndian Law Ingtitutein Collaboration with the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) organized
atwo-days Training Programmefor Prison Officialson * Police and Human Rights: I ssuesand Challenges’

on October 7-8, 2023 at the IL 1. The programme was inaugurated with the lightening of Lamp. Thiswas
followed by the Address by the Guest of honor, Prof. (Dr.) Ranbir Singh, former Vice Chancellor, National

Law University, Delhi. Ms. JyotikaKalra, Former Member, NHRC wasthe Chief Guest of the Inaugural

Session. Sheraised various concerns prevailing in the prisonsin Indiathat need to be worked upon. The
issues regarding overcrowding, mental health, and correctional measuresfor drug addicts' problems of
femal e prisoners must be worked upon, especially in a society where prison laws are archaic and prisons
arenot the priority of the state.
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Two Daysprogrammefor Judicial Officialson Human Rights:. | ssuesand Challenges on November
04-05, 2023

TheIndian Law Institute in Collaboration with the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) organized
two days Training Programmefor Judicia Officialson Human Rights: Issuesand Challenges on November
4-5, 2023. The programme wasinaugurated with the lightening of lamp by the Chief Guest, Ms. Jyotika
Kalra, Former Member, NHRC. Shediscussed the role of NHRC in promoting human rights acrossthe
country.

OneDay programmefor M edia Per sonnel and Gover nment Public Relations Officerson M edia
and Human Rights: I ssuesand Challenges on December 10, 2023

Thelndian Law Institutein Collaboration with the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
organized aone-day Training Programmefor Media :
Personnel and Government Public Relation Officers L

on “Police and Human Rights: Issues and .
Challenges’” on December 10, 2023, at the ILI.
Theprogrammewasinaugurated with thelightening
of Lamp and inaugural address by Prof. (Dr.) §
Manoj Kumar Sinha, Director, ILI, this was
followed by Specid Addressby Mr. PK. Mahotra,
former Law Secretary in his speech hefocused on
the relevance of Media being the fourth pillar of
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democracy and the contemporary challenges. The keynote address was given by Mr. Sanjay Parikh,
Senior Advocate. Thiswasfollowed by the Inaugural Address by the Guest of Honor, Hon’ ble Mr. Justice
Sudhir Agarwal, Judicial Member, NGT.

B. INDIAN LAW INSTITUTE (IL1) — NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DEFENSE ESTATE
MANAGEMENT (NIDEM) - TRAINING PROGRAMMES

Five DaysTraining Programmeon Law for ‘Group A, Officers of “ National Institute of Defence
Estate Management (NIDEM)” on June 05-09, 2023

A Five Days Training Programme on Law for ‘ Group A, Officers’ of “Indian Defense Estate Services’ was
organized from June 05-09, 2023 at ILI. Thisprogrammewasjointly organized by the Indian Law Institute,
New Delhi, and the Nationa Institute of Defense Estate Management (NIDEM). Thisprogrammeaimed to
enhancethe officer’sunderstanding of the practical aswell astheoretical aspectson law whichwould help
themintheir services. The course wastailor-made to cater to the needs of officers serving in the Indian
Defense Estate Services.

The programmewasinaugurated by the Chief Guest, Prof. (Dr.) Ranbir Singh, Founding Vice Chancellor
of National Law University, Delhi, and NALSAR, Hyderabad, presently Pro-Vice Chancellor, [ILM
University with the lightning of lamp aong with other dignitaries, and the Va edictory addresswas given by
the Chief Guest, Hon’ ble Justice Navin Sinha, For mer Judge, Supreme Court of India and Former
Chief Justice, Chhattisgarh High Court and Rajasthan High Court. He shared hisval uablelearning experience
asajudgeand Advocatein various Congtitutional Courtswith the participant officers. He discussed how the
government iscoming asthe biggest litigant in the country and what can be best done by the officersto meet
the ends of justice. He motivated the participant officersto work with utmost honesty and sincerity.

i~

Snippets from the Programme
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Five DaysTraining Programmeon Law for ‘Group A, Officers’ of “ National I nstitute of Defence
Estate Management (NIDEM)” on 28 August — 1 September 2023

A Five-Day Training Programme on Law for Officersand Officials of Defence Estates and Cantt. Board
was organized from 28 August -1 September 2023. This programme wasjointly organized by the Indian
Law Institute, New Delhi, and the National Institute of Defense Estate Management (NIDEM).

This programme aimed to enhance the officer’s understanding of the practical aswell astheoretical aspects
onlaw which would help theminther services officers serving in the Indian Defense Estate Services. The
programme was inaugurated by the Hon’ ble Mr. Justice Swatanter Kumar, Former Judge, the Supreme
Court of India& Former Chairperson, the National Green Tribunal New Delhi with thelightning of lamp
along with other dignitaries. The Chief Guest and Guest of Honour were welcomed by Prof. Dr. Manoj
Kumar Sinha, Director, Indian Law Institutewith bouquets of flowerswhich wasfollowed by the\Welcome
address delivered by Prof. Sinha, Director, ILI

Five Days Training Programmeon Law for IDES Officersand SDOsfrom December 11, 2023 to
December 15, 2023

Fiveday training programme on Law for IDES Officers and SDOs organised from December 11-15, 2023
was organized. Thisprogrammewasjointly organized by the Indian Law Institute, New Delhi, and National
Institute of Defence Estate Management (NIDEM). This programme aimed to enhance the officer’s
understanding on the practical aswell astheoretical aspects of the law which would help themin their
servicesto officers serving in the Indian Defense Estate Services. Hon' ble Ms. Justice Indira Banerjee,
former Judge, Supreme Court of India addressed the participants as Chief Guest. Dr. Reeta Vasishta,
Secretary, the Department of Legal Affairswasthe guest of honour.

F
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CONFERENCE/SEMINAR/BOOK RELEASE

Inter national Webinar on Disaster Management Lawsin Asia: A Retrospect on January 27-28,
2023

International Webinar on Disaster Management Lawsin Asia: A Retrospect was organized by the
Commonwealth Institute of Justice Education & Research (CIJER) and the Indian Law Institute, New
Delhi. Thisevent washeld on 27" & 28" of January 2023. Hon’ ble Mr. Justice Swatanter Kumar, Former
Judge, Supreme Court of India/ Former Chairperson, the National Green Tribunal graced the occasion asa
Chief Guest. In hiswelcome address Prof. (Dr.) Manoj] Kumar Sinhacommended the effort and initiative of
Prof. (Dr.) S. Sivakumar for conceptualizing and the organi zation of thisevent. Prof. Sinhahighlighted the
importance of disaster management and emphasi zed that the theme of disaster management should become
an essential part of the mainstream discourse. He believed that the international webinar should be ableto
bring forth many new perspectives and help in augmenting knowledge sharing. He hoped that thiswebinar
would provide an important platform for understanding different legal regimesacrossAsia. Prof. (Dr.) S.
Sivakumar explained about the project i.e., Joint Resear ch on Disaster Management Lawsin Asia.

CLEA Golden Jubileelnternational Conference, 2023 on Augmenting L egal Education through
Technology: Issuesand Challengesfrom March 2-4, 2023

ThelIndian Law Institutein Collaboration with the Commonwealth Legal Education Association, London,
andtheLloyd Law College Greater Noida(U.P) organized The Commonwedl th Legal Education Association
Golden Jubilee International Conference, 2023 On Augmenting Legal Education through Technology: 1ssues
and Challenges, 2023 held from 2" March 2023 to 4th March 2023. The Conference started with Pre-
Conference Workshops on: i) Street Law, ii) Combating Corruption and Money Laundering, and iii)
Comparative Constitution & Public Law. TheInaugura ceremony had the presence of Hon’ ble Mr. Justice
V. Ramasubramanian asthe Chief Guest and Mr. R. Venkataramani, Ld. Attorney General for Indiaaong
with Mr. AM Amin Uddin, Mr. Attorney General of Bangladesh asthe Guest of honour. The valedictory
ceremony had the presence of Hon' ble Mr. Justice SuryaKant, Judge Supreme Court of Indiaasthe Chief
Guest along with the presence of Prof. (Dr.) David McQuoid Mason Professor Emeritus, University of
Kwazulu Natal, Durban, South Africaand Prof. John Hatchard Vice President, CLEA/Emeritus Professor,
School of Law, University of Buckingham.
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Thelndian Law I nstitutein collabor ation with Delhi High Court Mediation & Conciliation Centre,
SAARC Law India, and SAMADHAN will organize 40 Hour s Training Program in M ediation on
March 28toApril 1, 2023

Indian Law Institutein collaboration with SAARC Indiaand Samadhan, Delhi High Court Mediation and
Conciliation Centre, conducted a40 Hours' Training Program in Mediation in the month of March-April,
2023 spread over 5 days. Thetraining wasimparted by thetrainers of Samadhan, Ms. VeenaRalli, Mediator/
Trainer, Organizing Secretary, Samadhan, Mr. J.P Sengh, Mediator/ Trainer along with their team of young
mediators Mr. Sumit Chander, Ms. Swati Setia, and Ms. Mitali Gupta. The training was attended by
professionalsfrom varied backgroundslike Lawyers, Teachers, Researchers, and even students. Thetraining
was curated to explain thetheory through Role Plays. To be accurate, it was ablend of theory and practice.

TN o o]

National Conference on theWorking of thelndian Judicial System on April 22-23, 2023

Thelndian Law Institute organized aNational Conference on the Working of the Indian Judicial System on
April 22-23, 2023 at ILI. The Conference was inaugurated by Hon’ ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Judge,
Supreme Court of India. In session 1, an interesting presentation involved alive demo of amachinelearning
tool to assist judgesin their judgement. While the a gorithm was promising, the presenters acknowledged
much work was needed beforeit could be used in real-time. Neverthel ess, this prompted ahealthy discussion
on how Al can be used to assist judgesin their work, shifting the focus from replacing judgeswith Al to
helping themintheir work

Several existing Al solutionswere discussed by the chairswho gave examples from their professional
experience and highlighted how they have found these solutionsto be lacking from alegal perspective.
Morework isrequired to makeAl toolsthat are helpful inlegal issues. Emphasiswasalso laid ontherole
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of international conventionsin regulatingAl, acknowledging the ongoing efforts of the EU in thisregard.
These conventions are necessary to address concerns of data privacy and to bring some standardizationin
implementetion.

National Conference on 50 year s of the basic structuredoctrine: I n retrospect and prospect on
April 24,2023

TheIndian Law Institutein collaboration with the Centre for Law and Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru
University conducted aNational Conference on 50 years of the basic structure doctrine: In retrospect and
prospect. The conference commenced with awelcome address by the Director of the Indian Law Ingtitute,
Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Kumar Sinha. He flagged the importance of the rel ationship between globalization and
the basic structure. Through areading of Article 28 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, he
stressed the significance of being acitizen of theworld.

|.~:I :. = .| | I”I

Snippetsfrom the National Conference
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Thelndian Law Institutein collaboration with the Univer sity of Portsmouth, United Kingdom,
organized a workshop on “Constitutional Governance in India: Assessing | mplementation,
Measuring Impact” from July 20-21, 2023

Thelndian Law Institute, New Delhi, and the University of Portsmouth, United Kingdom, collaboratively
orchestrated a groundbreaking workshop titled “Constitutional Governance in India: Assessing
Implementation, Measuring Impact”. Thevisionary minds behind thisintellectual congregation were Prof.
Shubhankar Dam, University of Portsmouth, and Prof. Anurag Deep, the Indian Law Ingtitute. Theworkshop
was themed around the functioning of congtitutional institutions, acknowledging the Constitution’slimited
guidance on their operation. It recognized theintricateinterplay of law and politics shaping theseinstitutions
and emphasized the norm-guiding role of court decisions. Out of many Abstractsreceived, only fivewere
selected to devel op into paper and presentation. The distinguished Director of the Indian Law Institute,
Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Kumar Sinha, inaugurated the program, setting the stage for two days of scholarly
exploration and collaborative discourse.

Thelndian Law Ingtitutein collabor ation with the Kamkus College of L aw, Ghaziabad will or ganise
aWorkshop on “Useof Artificial Intelligencein L egal Teaching and Research” on July 26, 2023

ThelIndian Law Institute in collaboration with the Kamkus College of Law, Ghaziabad will organisea
Workshop on*“Useof Artificid Intelligencein Legal Teaching and Research” on duly 26, 2023. TheWorkshop
seeksto acquaint Law Teachers and Researchers from diverseinstitutions with the concept of Al and its
applicationinlega academia The primary objectiveisto exploreand deliberate on the potential utilization
of Al toolsinlegal teaching and research.

Four DaysInteractive Programmefor Presiding Officersof Debt Recovery Tribunal from August
10, 2023 to August 13, 2023

ThelIndian Law Institute organised four day interactive programme on law for Presiding Officers (POs) of
Debt Recovery Tribunal from August 10 to 13, 2023. This programme wasjointly organized by the Indian
Law Institute, New Delhi, and the Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance.

Books Release Function
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“lslamic Law of Divorce: Remedying the Malady and Misconceptions’ by Dr. Furqgan Ahmad and “ An
Appraisal of Environmental Law: Evolution and Development” by Dr. Furgan Ahmad & PriyaSingh on
September 29, 2023.

‘Financial Literacy Awareness Wor kshop

The Indian Law Institutein collaboration with the Association of Mutual Fundsin Indiaisorganising a
workshop on ‘Financial Literacy Awareness’ on 18" October, 2023 at 4.00 p.m. in ILI for the purpose of
protection of interest of investors and the common man so that they can taketheir financial decisionsina
more prudent and meaningful manner and al so to make them aware about the intricacies of the market and
therisksinvolved in different financia products.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Gold Medal Distribution Ceremony for IL1 Convocation —2023 - Mar ch 15, 2023

The Gold Medal s distribution ceremony was organised on March 15, 2013, at IL1 wherein gold medals
were distributed among the Toppers of various courses (LL.M. & PG DiplomaProgrammes, Session 2017-
18, 2018-19, 2019-20 & 2020-21) by Hon' ble Mr. Justice Ravindra Bhat, Chairman, Academic Council,
IL1/Judge, Supreme Court of India. The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Degreeswere also awarded to
seven scholars and eight merit certificates to the meritorious students of PG Diplomacourses.
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International Yoga Day Celebration —June 21, 2023

The 9" International Yoga Day was celebrated on June 21, 2023, at the Indian Law I nstitute to spread the
awareness about health benefits of yogaand meditation worldwide. Thisyear YogaDay was celebrated on
thetheme“Yogafor VasudhaivaKutumbakam” i.e. Yogafor the Welfare of all inthe form of * One World
OneFamily’.

\® e ,?i‘ .Jﬂ}?{; s 7
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Celebration of Independence Day —August 14, 2023

ThelIndian Law Institute (1L1) celebrated and commemorated the I ndependence Day in collaboration with
Union Ministry of Law and Justice.

Ontheeveof India's 76th Independence Day, the Indian Law Institute, in collaboration with the Union
Ministry of Law and Justice, orchestrated agrand and patriotic celebration on August 14, 2023, under the
banner of “Meri Maati, MeraDesh” at thelLI Campus.

The celebrations witnessed the I nstitute's students, faculty, and administrative staff organising a series of
captivating and meaningful eventsto commemorate thisauspicious occasion. It commenced with asolemn
pledgetaken by al attendees, reaffirming their commitment to safeguarding the sovereignty and integrity of
the nation and uphol ding the spirit of unity and patriotism. Following this, the national flag was hoisted with
utmost pride, symbolising the spirit of India sfreedom to the tune of the National Anthem.
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Constitution Day Celebrations— November 26, 2023

TheIndian Law Institute in collaboration with the Ministry of Law & Justice, Government of Indiahas
organized adebate competition on“The Limitsof Liberty: Rightsand Dutiesin the Indian Constitution” on
25" November, 2023. Fifteen teamsof variouslaw Universities participated in the debate. The event was
inaugurated by Hon’ ble Mr. Justice Amreshwar Pratap Sahi, President, the National Consumer Dispute
Redressal Commission (NCDRC). Dr Niten Chandra, Law Secretary, Ministry of Law and Justice also
graced the event. Theinauguration ceremony commenced with the traditional lighting of the lamp and a
ceremonial honor to the distinguished guests. Prof. Dr. Manoj Kumar Sinha, Director, the Indian Law
I nstitute welcomed the gathering. During hiswel come address, he stressed the relevance of the topic and
how it'simportant to have constant discussionson Liberty, Rights, and Dutieswhich serve asthe cornerstone
of the Indian Constitution. Prof. Dr. Jyoti Dogra proposed the vote of thanks. The debate also had five
technical sessionson different aspects of the Constitution. 20 teamsfrom acrossthe country participated in
the competition.
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CLEA- COMMONWEALTH ATTORNEY GENERAL SAND SOLICITORS CONFERENCE
(CASGC ' 24) February 2-4, 2024.

CLEA- Commonwesdlth Attorney Generalsand Solicitors Conference (CASGC' 24) washeld in Delhi from
2" February to 4" February 2024 at the Plenary Hall, Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. The theme of the
conferencewas*” Cross-Border Challengesin Justice Delivery” . The CLEA- Commonwealth Attorney
Generasand Solicitors Conference (CASGC'’ 24) was organized by the Government of India (Department
of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law & Justice) Office of the Attorney and Solicitor General of India,
Commonwealth L egal Education Association with technical support from the Indian Law Institute, New
Delhi. The conference began with agrand Inaugural Ceremony on 3" February 2024 with theHon'’ ble
Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, as the Chief Guest and the presence of the Chief
Justiceof IndiaHon’bleDr. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud asthe Guest of honor. Prof. (Dr.) S. Sivakumar,
Conference Chair and President of the Commonwealth L egal Education Association and Senior
Professor of Indian Law I nstitute, New Delhi, set thetonefor the conferencewith his“WelcomeAddress'.
Ld. Hon’ble Shri. Tushar Mehta, Solicitor General of Indiaand Co-chairman of theorganizing
committee, in hisintroductory remarks, asserted that the conference would specifically addressthe most
relevant issue faced by theworld, cross-border challengesin justice administration. Dr. R Venkataramani,
Ld. Attorney General for I ndia, addressed the conference by welcoming all the guests and students. He
stressed that it istime for acommonwealth legal exchange platform and commonwealth legal exchanges
convention to transform the fundamentalsof legal education Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon’ bleMinister
of State(1/C), Law & Justice, in hisaddress, stated that this conference isamoment to reflect upon the
evolved role of Attorney Generalsand Solicitor Generalsin thelarger arenaof good governance architecture
and their purposeful role upcomi ng future.

o e

Hon’ble Prime Minister addressing the gathering

Round Tablewith AGSand SGSof Commonwealth NationsFebruary 3, 2024, 05:00 P.M.—-06:45P.M.

Motto: Harnessing Collective Expertise, Sharing Experiences, and Developing Effective
Strategies: Justicefor all

A pivotal highlight of the conference wasthe Round Table sessions, both with the Attorney Generals (AGs)
and Solicitors Generals (SGs) of Commonweal th Nations and with the Advocate Generals (A Gs) and
Additional Advocate Generalsof Indian States and Additional Solicitor Generalsof India.
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Round table session with the Attorneys General and Solicitors General of Commonwealth nations
Valedictory Ceremony of the conference
The conference culminated with anotable val edictory ceremony with the august presence of Smt. Draupadi

Murmu, Hon' ble President of I ndia, and Shri Amit Shah, Hon’ble Minister for Home Affairs,
Government of India.

Smt. Draupadi Murmu, The President of I ndia at the function
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Thevaledictory ceremony ended with an addressby Smt. Draupadi Murmu, The President of Indiadiscussed
how thelegal profession and judiciary help maintain social order. The President of Indiaasserted therole of
young minds who participated in the conference can modify the current legal system. She concluded by
congratul ating the organizing committee for organizing such asuccessful conference.

TheMinistry of Law and Justice, in collaboration with the Indian Law Institute celebrated Congtitution Day
on November 26, 2023, at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi in animpressive ceremony befitting the occasion.

Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, the Vice President of Indiagraced the occasion asthe Chief Guest and delivered
the keynote address. The other distinguished guestswere Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Minister of State (1/C)
for Law, Justice Ritu Rg) Awasthi, Chairperson Law Commission, Mr. Tushar Mehta, Solicitor General of
India, Justice Shri Arun Kumar Mishra, Chairperson NHRC, Justice MsIndiraBanerjee, Former Judge
Supreme Court of India, and Dr. Niten Chandra, Secretary, Dept. of Legal Affairs, Govt of India.

Theevent began with thetraditional lighting of the lamp by the dignitarieson the stage. Thiswasfollowed by
the release of two books published by the Ministry of Law and Justice and Indian Law Institutetitled* A
GuidetoAlternative Dispute Resolution’ and ‘ Perspectives on Constitution and Development’ respectively.

Aspart of the celebrationsthisyear, anationa leve transformative Colloquium was al so organi zed featuring
fivetechnical sessionsfrom 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The objective of the Colloguium wasto explorethecrucial link
between constitutional values, and global aspirations, with thewell-being of the planet and itsinhabitants. A
book exhibition was also organized at Vigyan Bhawan.

Inauguration of thelL| E-library —29.01.2024

The E-Library of the Indian Law Institute was inaugurated by Hon’ ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Judge,
Supreme Court of Indiaand Chairman, Library Committee, ILI, inthe presence of Dr. Rgiv Mani, Secretary,
Legidlative Department, Ministry of Law & Justice, New Delhi, Prof. (Dr.) Ranbir Singh, former Vice
Chancellor, NLU Delhi, and Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Kumar Sinha, Director, ILI.

Participantsin the programme Director ILI, Hon' ble Mr. Justice
Surya Kant, Prof. (Dr.) Ranbir Singh

Indian Law Ingtitute Library provides comprehensive resources and servicesin support of theresearch and
learning needs of the users. Thelibrary hasarich collection of print resources and E-Resourcesto cater the
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varied information needs of users. The Print collection includes 85000 bound volumes and 80+subscribed
periodicals. The E-Resourcesincludesof Library include-12 valuablelegal databasesthat covers national
and international caselaws, peer-reviewed articles, acts, newsinformation, and E-Booksetc and ILI Digital
Repository of ILI publicationsthat includesrare documentsfreely accessible.

ILI Law Review (ILILR) Legal Research Workshop on “How to Review an Article for Law
Journal” held on January 20, 2024

ThelLl Law Review (ILILR) Legal Research Workshop themed “How to Review anArticlefor Law
Journa” took place on January 20, 2024, as part of the ILILR-LRW Initiativeinitiated by the Indian Law
Institute (ILI) and ILILR. Thisinaugural event, led by Workshop Chairperson Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Kumar
Sinha, Director ILI, and Editor, ILILR, marked the commencement of aseriesaimed at e evating the standards
of legal research. The workshop committee, consisting of esteemed members such as Prof. (Dr.) Manoj
Kumar Sinha, Prof. (Dr.) Anurag Deep, IL1, and Mr. Avinash Kumar Paswan, Ph.D. Scholar, ILI played a
pivota rolein orchestrating onsthat provided participantswith comprehensiveingghtsinto theintricacies
of the peer-review processfor esteemed law journals.
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PUBLICATIONS

Resear ch Publications Released
Thefollowing research publications have been released by the I L1 during the period of report:

o Journal of thelndian Law I nstitute (JIL 1) — Published quarterly containing research articleson
contemporary legal issuesof National/International |mportance.

o ILI Newsletter — Published quarterly referring to various activities undertaken by the Institute
during the year and forthcoming activities.

o I ndex to Legal Periodicals—Published yearly and containsindexes, periodica s (including yearbooks
and other annual publications) pertaining to law and rel ated fields being received (either by subscription
or exchange or complementary) by the LI Library.

o Annual Survey of Indian Law —Published yearly and isavery prestigious publication of the
Institute and containsthe Annual Survey of Indian Law including thelatest trendsin every branch of
thelaw of importance.

o Perspectiveson | ndian Constitution and Development — Published by Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Kumar
Snha

. ILI Law Review (Summer) & (Winter)
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ANNEXURE-IV
Total number of Employeesof |.T.A.T. including SCs, STs, OBCs, ExS, PH ason 31.03.2024
GROUP A No of GEN | SC ST | OBC Ex-service PH
employees men
President 1 1 - - - - -
VicePresident 7 5 - - 2 - -
Accountant Member 53 39 3 1 10 - -
Judicial Member 54 38 7 0 9 - -
Registrar 0 0 - - - - -
Deputy Registrar 1 1 - - - - -
Assstant Registrar 11 6 2 1 2 - -
Hindi Officer - - - - - . -
TOTAL 127 90 12 2 23 - -
GROUP B No of GEN| SC | ST [OBC Ex-servicemen PH
employees SC | ST|OBC|GEN |SC | ST (OBC|GEN
Senior PS. 81 49 | 13 | 2 | 17 - | - - - - -] - -
Private Secretary 7 1 3 0 3 - | - - - -l - - -
Superintendent 4 3 1 - - - - - - - -] - -
Office Suptd. 44 27 | 6 2 8 - | - - - -1 1] - -
Hindi Trandator - - - - - - |- - - S N -
Senior Accountani 0 0 - - - - | - - - S -
Librarian 2 2 - - - - | - - - - -] - -
TOTAL 138 82 | 23 | 4 | 28 o(o| O O (01|l 0]O

Note: 07 post of Sr. Hindi Trandlator filled on Ad-hoc basis
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GROUP C Noof |GEN | SC [ ST |OBC Ex-servicemen PH
employees SC | ST|OBC|GEN |SC | ST|OBC|GEN

Upper Division 116 49 24 | 8 | 32 - | - - - -1-111f2

Clerk

Steno Grade'D’ 01 1 - - - - | - - - -l -] - -

Lower Division 116 46 23 | 8 | 36 - | - - - -1-12 11

Clerk

Staff Car Driver 22 5 9 1 6 - 10| - 1 (-|-1] - -

TOTAL 255 101 | 56 |17 | 74 O[O0 O 1 (0[0] 3|3

Noof |GEN | SC | ST [OBC Ex-servicemen PH

employees SC | ST|OBC|GEN |SC | ST|OBC|GEN

Multi-Tasking 159 45 51 (14 | 37 1] - 1 4 14| -(1]1

Staff

TOTAL 159 45 51 |14 | 37 1] - 1 4 14| -1 ]1
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