
F.No.H-11019(8)/2010-Leg.1I
Government of India

Ministry of Law and Justice
Legislative Department

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi;
22nd January, 2011

To,

The Secretary,
Election Commission,
Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road,
New Delhi.

Subject: Notification declaring 25thJanuary, every year, as the National Voters' Day-
regarding.

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith the following relating to the observance of the National
Voters' Day on the 25thJanuary, every year, namely:-

(i) copy of the notification issued by the Government of India in the Ministry of Law
and Justice, Legislative Department vide No.H-11019/12/2010-Leg.lI, dated the 21st
January, 2011;

(ii) copy of the letter of the Hon'ble Chief Election Commissioner, dated the 10th

September, 2010;

(iii) copy of the letter of the Election Commission No.491/IEC/2010(NRV)/113, dated
the 11thJanuary, 2011;

Yours sincerely,

Encl. As above.
Jtp,. .J~t.

~~ Q»'~"III
(Dr. SanJay Singh) ,I'

Joint Secretary and Legislative Counsel
Te1.No.23384405

Copy forwarded for information to:-

1. President Secretariat.
2. Prime Minister's Office.
3. Cabinet Secretariat.
4. Secretaries of all the MinistrieslDepartments of the Government of India.
5. The Chief Ministers/Administrators of all States/Union territories/Chief Secretaries.
6. P.S. to Hon'ble Minister of Law and Justice.
7. Election Commission of India.
8. State Chief Electoral Officers.
9. Nationallnformatics Centre (NIC) with a request for putting the same on website of the

Ministry of Law and Justice.
10. P.S. to Secretary (Department of Legal Affairs).
11. P.S. to Secretary (Legislative Department).
12. P.S. to Additional Secretary.
13. P.S. to all Joint Secretaries in Department of Legal Affairs/Legislative Department.
14. Guard file/spare copies. ~~. ~ .

\Dr. sa~ Sing ~II

JOint Secretary and Legislative Counsel
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T-i. ~-11019/12/2010-'fcf. 2.-~ (~CfHidqi ~) ~. 1988Cl?[~. TR!<'<R

et) ~ ~-~ ~ ~~~ ~ cf; ~ ~ cf; ~ 326 Cl?[ ~ ~ cf;
~ fcm.rr Tfm ~ ~ f<n ~ cf; tR <JCl1on cm. ~ ~ ~ ~ t. ~ 'mCA1W cm CllCffi

~ cm 3TCffR >rGr'f fcm.rr VfT ~cf; ~ xl\1l~R'lCf) >@;<n cm 'lWT m~~ ~ ctT VfT ~ ;

31'R ~ mct>R, ~ ctt f.1crtT.R >@;<n ~ ~ qrif cf; ~. ~ rr t'j Cf)x ~ .,ctqrillon m%c1
~W~. \jC;1~1ctl ~{ {ifUlf<;rd ., m cf; ~ ~ cf; ~tT ~ ~ ~ ~ 11'1RCfi) ctt ~
~'$<fR~~~;

31'R ~ ~ ~ Tfm ~ fcp ~ ~ Cf1T P,P41~fti.'1 ~ <RA cf> ~ ~ ~
~ >rm<fi ~. cf> wm ~ ~W ~ \1l(lliQCf)ClI ~ ~ 31'R ~ ~ &RT ~ '$ wft
TR!<'<R ~ ~ ~ ~ crt 1 ~ Cf1T ~ ~ ctt ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~31T ctt
~ ~ 31'R ~p:m lR ~ 11'1 if$<;i ~ cm,t4tor~ffi fcm.rr ~ ;

31'R ~ Fc1~ ~'t:f<1 fcmn Tfm ~ fcp ~ ~ lfCfCmITW cm 25 \iP1cRf cm ~ ~ ~ ~ TR!<'<R

~ ~ ~ ~Cf ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1l'>1ir ~-~ }Tc;R ~ ~.
~ "¥Ton ~ 11'IRCf)ctl mT Ri1~c;I~. {i~If(@Cf)XUT. ~ 31'R ~ qft 'mCA1 ~ qft VfT ~

31'R ~ ~ 3TCffR tli. ~ ~ ~ +Rl~ Cl?[ mIT<T ~ '$ ~ ~ fcmn VfT ~ ;

31'R ~q''t:fq) ~ cm ~1Cf)1]<1 <RA 3fR lfCfCmIT ftrlffi cf> "ficrtR cf; ~ ~ xft1«J<pd

~31T cm ~ ~ 25 ~ cm ~ ~. &RT 'i1·'lh"11l'l1l(1 ~ ~ ~ ~ xl\1l~R'lCf)

234 GII20l1 (I)
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~, ~'~, ~ ~;a:ft, .~ffiX11&~ ~' ~ ~ r5 ~ \9- ~ ~ ~
~ ~. -q ~ ftnm '~, fGm+1 ~ lfa<mIT tn1cT ~-cp,f ~ ~ ~ ;

3l'R <ffi ~ ~ m'~ ~ ~oIT cm, ~ >ffit<rr -q 'lWT ~ r5 ~ \3'd'<~IR1~ et
. ~ 1{ ~ ~ 3l'R ~ '1"f -q C1l Clidlf;1 Cb ~ >ffit<rr et fuq ~ >t~EI<iidl ~ CfR<fi uIT
~~···~.wT.~; .

31cf:,\Wf, ~'~ ~ <r5 fclf.)~il~~ t ftp ~ qtf \9- 3TWT ~ ~' ~ CT1f 25

~ Cf5)', vU :~~_ c:p:f ~ ~ t, \'ffi ~T ~ t.rWm ~ ftr9T, ~.~ 1{

"~ lffiGffiT ~" ~ ~ .-q ~ ~ 3l'R ~ ~ et; fuq ~ 3m:trT 'am ~ ~ -q
~ ~ ~ '~ -'C% ~ WjRffi ~ on; ~3TI cm ~ ll~ 1f>1cT ~-~ 31'R
'~ m cm -1lCt '.~~ ~ et fuq ~ ~' -;ffi" -crrR ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I

-=c'!:"',-:=-;::;;:::'-::-::":"-' _.,' ---::,:,~'_'-'---:-.-'

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE

(Legislative Department)

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 21st January, 2011

N():_ ~-1l019/12/2010-Leg. 11.- WHEREAS the Constitution (Sixty-first
Amendmenir Acf;-~-988~was~-enactea to amend article 326 of the Constitution
lowering the voting age from twenty-one years to eighteen years so as to provide the
unrepresented youth of the country an opportunity to give vent to their feelings and
help them to become a part of the political process;

AND, WHEREAS, the Central Government is concerned about greater
participation of citizens in the country's electoral process as against the present level
of apathy and non-involvement among certain sections, especially the youth
including the new voters in the electoral process;

AND, WHEREAS, it has been resolved to spread awareness among all sections
of voters regarding effective participation in the electoral process to make our
democracy a vibrant democracy; and to take up a vigorous exercise to identify all
eligible voters attaining the age of eighteen years as on the 15t day of January every
year, in all the polling station areas of the country and to enroll them on time by the
Election Commission;

AND, WHEREAS, it has been decided to hand over to all new voters, Elector
Photo Identity Cards on the 25th day of January every year at a felicitation to be
organised in each polling station area all over the country so as to give the youth a

. sense of responsible citizenship, empowerment, pride and participation and to inspire
them to exercise their newly acquired franchise, when occasion arises;
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AND, WHEREAS, the newly registered voters shall be felicitated on the zs"
January every year in a ceremony arranged by the Election Commission in
association with recognised National and State level political parties, Panchayat
organisations, academic institutions, civil society groups, media, etc., to popularise
electoral participation and advance voters' education, wherein' Elector Photo Identity
Cards shall be distributed to them;

AND, WHEREAS, this initiative will serve as a reminder to all eligible voters in
the country towards their responsibility to participate in the electoral process and to
inculcate in them a commitment to democratic electoral process that leads to greater
participation;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Central Government has decided to observe the 25th

day of January, every year, being the Election Commission's foundation day, as the
'N:rtional Voters' Day' beginning from this year, throughout the country without
declaring it as a holiday; and to provide to the new voters with Elector Photo Identity
Cards and badges with a logo depicting the slogan"Proud to be a voter-Ready to vote'
in a brief ceremony in a befitting manner to be organised by the Election
Commission for the purpose.

Dr. SANJAY SINGH, Jt. Secy. and Legislative Counsel

Printed by the Manager, Government of India Press, Ring Road. Mayapuri, New Delhi-I 10064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-I I 0054.



\

\

W«f Plctfi11 Jf7Zi?r
r \tIfn Commission of India

(;' ~ .'
~. '. ::>. Y. Quraishi
Chief Election Commissioner of India

10902010

Dear Shri Chandrasekh

~. As you are aware, me t.H::cUlifi coffifrl1ssi6ji or mail'!. IS cOl1c'trneJ about greater

.• .v-:: ~~rticipation of citizens in the country's electoral process ~s against the present level of

'j apathy and non-involvement among certain sections, especially the youth. Concern about \

this has also been voiced by the hon'ble President and Prime Minister of India on variou~c

occasions. The Commission is making serious efforts to enroll all eligible electors of the

country at the earliest.

2. In particular, the Commission hr,:: :, '.H1 t:mt the new voters (I H+) are missing

from the electoral roll in a big way year after year. In certain cases, the level of their

enrolment is as low as 20 to 25%, In order to effectively deal with this problem, the

Commission has decided to take up a vigorous exercise to identify all the eligible voters

attaining the age of J 8 years as on Ist of January every year, in each of the 8.5 lakh

polling station areas of the country. These youth shall be enrolled on time and handed

over their Elector Photo Identity Cards (EPICs) on the 251h January 31 a brief felicitation

to be organized in each polling station area, This is expected to give the youth a sense of

citizenship, empowerment, pride and participation and inspire them to exercise their

newly acquired franchise, when the occasion comes.

'3. In the light of the "Dove, Commission has decided to celebrate 251h January,

which is its Foundation Day, as the "National VotC1S' Day". The purpose ot such
,/

i--c:ommemoralion is to mobilize all stakeholders 10 complete the enrolment task by a clear

deadline. Through this exercise, the Commission seeks to make universal adult franchise

a complete reality and thereby enhance the quality of Indian democracy. Commissio»

will organize programmes on this day to spread awareness among voters regarding

effective participation in the electoral process. As such, 2510 January, 2011 shall h('

celebrated as the first "National Voters' Day"
v/

t-.-_~--""--

We have already instructed Chicf'

------_._--- .------.--.~-------------.-~.-----



Electoral Officers and District Election Office of all States / UTs about the scheme of

the "National Voters' bay", a copy of whic is
><Jc-----

4. Considering the significance of this initiative, I would request you to suitably

intimate the MinistrieslDepartments/Agencies of the Government of India as well as the

State Governments about the Commission's aforesaid decision so that they take

necessary action to fully meet the objectives behind the "Nati~nal Voters' Day".

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

-------- ?.~- ~~

(S.Y. Quraishi)

Shri K.M. Chandrasekhar,
Cabinet Secretary,
Cabinet Secretariat,
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi - 110004



ELECTION COMMISSiON OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan. Ashoka Road, New Delhi - 110001

\/YJ r _Lh.C::--
491I1EC/2010(NRV) ~l ~-- Dated: zs" August, 2010

To

The Chief Electoral Officers of all States & UTs

Sub:- Declaration of zs'" January as the N~tional Voters' o'ay - regarding.

Sir/ Madam,

~
1\3 a measure to. enhance participation of citizens in the democratic electoral

process, the Commission has decided to celebrate 25th January, its Foundation Day, as

the National Voters Day every year, starting from zs" January 2011, the concluding day

of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of ECI. The Commission's objective is to increase

enrolment of voters, by using this occasion so as to make universal adult franchise a

complete reality and thereby enhance the quality of Indian democracy. The day will also

be utilized to spread awareness among voters regarding effective participation in the

electoral process.

In this regard, the Commission has directed that newly registered voters in each

polling booth in the latest revision should be felicitated on zs" January every year in a

brief ceremony. This is expected to inculcate in the new voters a commitment to

democratic electoral process and should lead to greater participation. This \j~il! also

serve as a reminder to all other eligible electors in the polling booth area towards their

responsibility to participate in the electoral process.

The following will be the scheme of activities on the National Voters Oay which

shall be ensured by the DEOs, under the overall supervision of the CEO:

1. The Booth Level Officers (BLOs) in each polling station area shall felicitate the

newly registered voters cn 25th January every year in a brief ceremony/ public function

to be arranged by DEO/ ERO. The Eel will prescribe the design and colour scheme of

a badge with its logo with the slogan "Proud to be a voter - Ready to vote" which
c: --

shall also be provided by the SLOs to the new electors during the felicitation ceremony

. :



along with their EPIC. The. DEOs would arrange for the venue and logistics required

for the brief ceremony! public function, in each polling station area.

2. The AEROs and EROs of the constituency shall participate in the ceremony!

public function of those Part(s) under their jurisdiction where largest number of newly

registered electors would be felicitated.

3. The DEO shall organize appropriate events at the District headquarters, in

association will: Panchayat organisations, academic institutions, civil society groups,

media etc. to popularise electoral participation and advance voters' education. in this

event, EPIC shall be distributed among new volers of the local polling station areas.

4. The CEO of the State/UT concerned would organize events in the State capital

in association with Media, Civil Society, Opinion Groups, State Administration, State

Ejection Commission etc. in order to popularise electoral participation and disseminate

information about electoral processes. in this event also, EP,':; ,:;r.ail be distributed

among new voters of the local polling station area.

5. ECI will organise a suitable event in the country's capital to highlight the values

of electoral democracy and the issues relating to popular participation in elections.

f
Expenditure relating to the distribution of badges and holding of function at

various levels will be borne by the respective State/UT Governments! Administration.

Report of compliance alonq with details of events held and photographs/ videos

may be sent to the Commission by the 15th of February every year.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully.JJ2-
(Tapas Kumar)

Principal Secretary



Most Immediate
By Special Messengerl Fax

Election- Commission of India
Nirvachan Sadan. Ashoka Road. New Delhi-11 0001

No. 491/IEC/2010(NRV) /!./~
To,

Dated: 11thJanuary, 2011

TheSecretary to Govt. of India,
Ministry of Lawanc Justice,
(Legislative Department),
Shastri Bhawan,
New Delhi, 110115.

(Kind attention Shri Sanjay Singh; Joint Secretary)

Subject: Declaration of 25th January every year as National Voters' Day- reg

Sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter no. H-11019/8/20tO- Leg 1/, dated ih
January, 2011 and 11th January, 2011 respectively on the subject cited and to

furnish the information sought as under:

National Voters' Day has been declared_ by the Commission as part of its

Constitutional duty of preparation and maintenance of Electoral Rolls. This work

includes annual revision of Electoral Rolls and preparation and distribution of Elector

Photo Identity Cards. The Commission has decided to observe National Voters' Day

to focus on accurate preparation and maintenance of Electoral Rolls and ensure

participation of voters, particularly young voters, in this exercise. Since National

Voters' Day is part of the regular Electoral Roll management exercise, any

expenditure on it should be met with from the budget provision for maintenance and

management of Electoral Rolls, which is a normal process. No separate head of

expenditure is either envisaged or necessary for meeting the nominal expenditure on

celebration of National Voters' Day.

',- (~
secretary

.:


