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10 the Brave

who laid down their lives
ta defend the Motherland




Preface

The Anmed Forces of independent Indla haye fought four major wars,
Many saldiers have shed their blood to defend the honour of the Motheland.
Same even laid down their Hives in forddgn lands in UN peaciekesping
operations. The Histocy [Jivision undsrtook the wriling of thiy bk 10
immortalise e deeds of bravery. It is hoped that these stories would
serye s an mspiring force for future generations.

I am grateful o the three Services Headguarlers, Regimental Centres,
awardess and their relatives for providing us the necossary information
about the brave soldiers coversd in this book: Regretfully, in some cases
it has not been possthle-to use all the information supplied to us for lack
of space. Ttis requested that inaccuracien, If any, found in the storles by
the readers may kindly be brought ho the notice al the Dinector, History
Division, for cormection. '

The compilativn of this book was first undertaken by Dr. B.C. Chakravorty,
Searrator. Subsequently, in the light of additional information collected
Fromn various sources (L was revised and updated by D D.C, Verma, Ty
Director snd myself. Shri Y.C Bhargava, RA, rendercd valuable assistance
by way of collecting necesssry Information. Two maore sections viz. The
Glirious Saga of the Idian Army! and “Medals and Decureations of Indiz’
have been-added to the volume to make it more useful,

Shird G-R. Singh, Dy Blirechur, Shri fasvinder Sirgll, SRO, Skl T.R. Ciilald,
SRO), Shrl Om Shankar, Asstt Dirpetse (Heraldry) arud Shei TR, Tandon.
RA ulso belped me in vitions measures. Shri Sudhir Sharma, She N3O
Sapar, and Smt. Chitra Santhanam, typed the manuscript. 1 am indebted
ta these colleagues fur Lheir valuable cooperation

| am indsed grateful 1o the Ministry of Defence for the help and
encotrageinont extenced o me in completing this task. However, for
statement of facts and expression of views the Editon alone is responsible.

In the end [ would like o record my grateful thanks o M/s. Allied
Publishess whi undartook the challenging task of publishing this book
They have done a marvellous jub indeed.

Dr. ULF. Thaplival
T reckor
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The Glorious Saga of the Indian Army

O AT T S Bl
atiid ﬂ#évm"g q SR
i i iy o7 e By
e o &gt W

The wiirld reats on [he-arms @F heross 1T 6 sdn o ATobe o Wi st
He, thmelire. that lsa bero, deverves respectunidir every cirtummtance
Thirrw |s neithing higher in this werld e hendism. The Bero prolects
iwrnd eherihes all, and gl Bl depend upon the bero,
iMahabharsia, Sanill Parva, 9, 17-18)

Anciont Indisn seers considersd the act of gallantry as the easiest way 1o
heaven, the abode of gods According to the Mahabharata the comforts
af the palace of frddem, the Lurd of Heaven, are reserved for those who seek
death In battle. In the great war Sel Krishna exhiorted Arjuna o fight, since
m the event of success e will enjoy the earth and in the event of death
he will ascend to heaven. For an Indian warrior there was no thisd apion.
The maxim continued to insplre the Indian wartiors through the ages.

When India became independent on 15 August 1947, she chose the
motts "Satyameva Jayate'. The Indian soldietd have since fought raty
wars in the dofence of truth and justice. This introductory chapter is
miended to serve as a backdrop to many a great deed of gallantry par-
formed by them on the battle-fHeld.

OFERATIONS IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Right froun the day of her crestion Pakisian had set het beart an Kashmis
She applmd varloua meakures Including economic P:nﬁqm o force the
Dogra ruler to joirt Pakistan, When these maeasures failed atribal invasion
Wis mgmmad to ‘liberate’ Kaghmir. The 7 Infantry Division ofthe Pakistan

was concentrated at Murree and Abbottabad to back up the tribals.
A stani Inf.mtr_l, Brigade was stationed at Sialkot to moeve on o Jammu
at short notice. The' Pak Operation was code-pamed “‘Culmarg’,

Blunting ot Atack

On the maming of 22 October, the raiders crossad the Kashmie frontier.
They captured MusaHarabed, Dol and U in quick suscsssion. The




State trogps at Urd kept the meiders at bay for four days: Their tough
resistance eventually soved the valley from plunder. The miders enternd
Bararmulp atsunset on 26 October, The dty was subjicted to Indiscriminate
killing, Joot and rape. But the burden of the booty acguired af Raramula
slowed down their pace ol march.

This was alse the time when Indian troops were preparing to move to
Kashmir as the Maharsis had signed the Instrument of Accession. 1 Sikh
deplpyed in Gurgaon was flown lo Srinagar an 27 October. Calonel DR
Kal, the Battaliom Commander made guick arrangenents for the protection
ol the airfield and raced towards Baramula, Unfortunately, the enemy was
already there in good strength, While retreating, he was coughtin the fire
and penshe.

Thi miost important hatile for the defence of Srinagar was feught at
Hadgam, 2 ke short of the Srinogar aivfield; on 3 November 1942, The *A!
company of 4 Kumaon best back repeated enemy attacks on the airfield
and kept him at bay for alx hpus, In this action Majpr Somnath Sharma
displayed outstanding bravery and leadership.

Indizn Army on the Offensive

On 5 Noveniber M Gen Kalwant Singhassumed the command of Indian
{orces i Jammuy and Kashanir. T was now tme to take on the enemy. An
ciftenstyirwrs lnunched by 161 Bde which bid been inducted into the valley
an 7 November. A grim baitle folldwed and the enmny was defeated at
Shalaleng, dbuat & kem From Srinagar. Chasing the snemy the Indiac troups
advanced o Baramula on Sth moening and reached Ui on 10th morming,.
Tnv thie Later half of the month the Bde successfully sent a battalion fur the
retief pf the Punch garrison, RIAF detachments at Srinagar and Amritsar
extended useful support to the Bl in its nperations in Uri-Funch sector.
It Beld em fe Ui during the winlers.

Meanwhile, things were warmming, up in [amome-Funch sector also. The
Jammu column of the 50 Pars Bde set out dn 16 November to pefieve the
State Force garrisons st Mitpur, Kotli, Punich, Jhangat, Natshahra, Bhimber
snd Rajourt from Pak encirelement. The columiz succeeded in its mission
in spite of ditlicult communication thh:m. But the reiders also did not
remainguiet; On thenight of 23-24 December 6000 raidersatticked [hangar
garrison compelling Indians 1o fall back on Nanshiahra, Their allack on
Mavshahry was, howover, beaten buck, [n this battle the RIAF fighters
cffectively supported the atmy effort

Fud




The security of Naushahra wos in pertl as long as Kot, a vital hill feature
leils north, leyin enemy hands. Therefore, 50 Para Bdé launched an attack
on Kot on | February with artillery and air support. The talders fought
bravely but the feature fell to Indians by 1000 hes. The ensmy retallated
by fnnching o messive attack on Indinn pickets 1 Tain Dhiar and Kot Kills
on & Febnuary. Naik Jadunath Singh of 1 Rajput, who was holding a picket
al Tain Dha, displayed extraordinary gallatitry during this battle. Indians
beat buck the atsck and moved Torward to capture Thangar om 18 March,
T8,

During April, two Impartant actions were fought by the Indian Army,
In Jamemu seclor, Dugras edplured the Barwall ridge 2nd advaneed on o
thet Chingas. T thelr advance Second Llsulunant R.R. Rane of the Carps
ol Engimeers and his fisld company contributed sibstantally by clearing
the formidable road blocks. Jats and Kumuonis selioved Rajourt on 12
eviming and saved many lives, In the porth 3 Garhwal advancing from
Baramula evicked the enemy from the area butween [imber Nala and
Kopra by 16 March,

The Summer Offensive

In early May the Indian forces in | & K were reorganived. The northern
sector stretching fram Usd to Leh was placed undes the command of Usl
Division (later 19 Division) led by Maf Gen Thimayys. The western seckor
steetehing from Rajoun to Jhamgar wiik siirustid 10 2 Airborpe Divisicn
(litor 26 Division) hul by Maj Gen Atma Sirigh, Lt Gen K.M. Carisppa,
LOC-in © Westermn Command became aver-ull insharge of these ‘opern-
tions'. 77 Farn Bde was inducked to relieve 161 Bde;

The Success in the West

Thiz summer offensive started on 200 May vith 161 Brigade advanding on
Lri-Damel road. As a diversionary mave 163 Brigade advanced from
Hindwara to Tithwal, The offensive wasn great suceess: It so unnerved
the Pakistanis that they now overtly brought in their regular army units
Inwupport of the ralders. The divect involvement of Pakistanis denied some
gt to 161 Brigade. 163 Brigads, howaver, achisved remarkable suoosss
m Fithwal sectar,

At the western seclor a link-up wis affected with Punch on 22 June. Fus
It il it add b the security of the garrison as the roops atfecting link-
W had to fall back on Rajour for lack of sufficient strength. In the memy




attack on fhangar, which had fallen to Indians in March, Brigadier Usman
wits killed on the might of 3 July 1948.

Containing the Narthern Thrust

While the Indiane wene pragressing wull In the west, the raiders were
approsching the valley from th Gilgit side on the north. They passed
ihetugh Curais and ceached Wular Lake by the end of April 1048 [t

ired great sirand engincering effort toevict the ralders from this ares,
Gurais fall o Ihdians on 28 June 1948,

This sitiiation wae risze critical further eastin Leh area, On 11 July, ahout
onie: thowsand raiders attackad the Tk out-posts. The attack was beaten
back by the griat effarts of Lt Col Thakur Prithi Chand and Majur Harl
Chand. Subsequently, the Skardic garrisan which had held on for tmany
munths under Lhe abie leadieship of Lt Col shor Tung Thaph fudd 1o the
raiders on 14 August This sdded 10 the pressure on Leh, The raidors
occtipied Zoji La and mfiltrated: into Sonmarg. ¥7 Para Bele vpened the
road to Leh with the help of tanks. The capture of Dras further comanldnted
tndian position. The theeat to Leh was Hnally renwved. '

The Last Hound

Pakistan Had never reconciled to thie set-back suffered in Tithwal sevtar
andd thisy launchisd repeated counber-attacks to dislodge the Indians. Taey
pecupied sorme vital features in the area and kept on Farassing the Indians.
Cormpany Havildar Major Piru Singh of Rajputana [fles sacri ficed himself
b protect his pasiton, The next seslous (hreat came an 13 Octolier when
a 2000 strong e ﬁuppumt& 1;33.- artillery, attarked Indians from the wiesl
and south, Alter lntrnse fighting for two days, the enemy way funced 1o
abondan the dffort. During fhis sttsck Lanice Naik Karam Singh of 1 Sikh
jatihe galiantiy to beat back the enemy attack eight Hmos

The Last great achivvement of the Indian Army on the Western. seciur
was the link Up with Punch. Munch had been encircled by the Pakistani
taiders and efforts 10 reliove if had faled earlier. It involved clearing of
some 1440 5q km of the enemy pccupied terrilary between Rajourd anl
Funch, The Jammu Division was launched on the mission of 19-20 Sep-
tember. 1t finally succesded in relieving Punch 'on 25 November. Many
fierce hatties were fought in theprocess inand arourd Munidhar, The battie
ended with the dedaration of cease-fire af 2359 hrs gn 1 January 1949,
withnight. Tithwal remained with the Indians after the ceuse-fire.




The Role of RIAF

RTAF played sn impockant role i &K operations 194748 1= delachments
ab Srimagrar, Amrizar, and Jammu conducted offensive reconmaissance of
enemy held areas and carrivd smmunition and supplies for the beleaguered
state parrisons The dres covered by the air strikes strefched from Domel

o Mirpus.

During thi sttack on Kot the BIAF detachiment achieved several direct
hits-on enemy steongholids. In the battles of Nanshahra, Tithwal and
[hangar close air support was provided by RIAF, It was the RIAF which
caved Puncl from falling lelo enemy hands fn early 1948, Continuous
supply of fopd and ammundtion and evaouation of castiaftisy bt Ty
keop the morale of the entrappsd people high. A daring act was the
tranzport of two Ee-poander guns at the LI:‘:pt'uviin.l atratrip of Punch on
21 March 1948, Some offensive sorties were carried out in Punch aren to
cafton tha enemy positions.

RIAF Blunted the encmy advance sl Zoji Laby sccurste struring in endy
Tuly. 1948, Italso maintained supphes 0 Skardy and thos delpyed its fall
by many months, In Gurals sector Afr, Force Tnlrx:fmh rocketted and
strafed the engmy positions to pave the wity for Indian advance. When
the situation became eritical in Ladakh it was Afr Commodote Mehas Singh
who piloted o Dakets to Leh. Alr Faraport of merl and meterial 1o Leh
besame o regular feature hereafter. 1614 rightly sald that the Dakotas of
RIAT did not win the battle of Ladakh but they cittainly saved it from
br-_’cng st

Jamnd arid Kashmir sperations lasted for about 14 months. The dndians
sufered six thousand casualbes-1500 killed, 3500 wounded and 1000
missing. 5 Men received Param Vie Chalan, 83 Maha Vir Chakra and 323
Vir Chalkra awards for.gallantry in these operations.

OFERATION I"OLO, 1948

The State of Hyderabad was established in 18th centiary by Nizam-ul-mulk
Asaf fah. [t come ander British protection in 1798 under the Sobwsidiaty
Alliance of Wellesley. In view of the impending lapse of paramountey on
15 Augnst 1947, Mir Usman Ali, the Nizam of Hydoralad, issued & firmmy
declaring hiz independence from that date. Finepuraged by the turn ol
sveitils fanatic Razakars started attacking Indian territory outside the State
Baundary,




This indersed the Indian public gpirion, On 12 Sepomber 1948, Indian
Army Headquarters sent o go-ahead signal to Southern Command.
‘Uperation Folo’ was under way. Within five days it was to be all aver
for the Nizam and his State

The Westein Thrust

The main thrast of Operution Polowas carmed out by | ﬂﬂp_ntrred'ﬁiviﬁicrn
{1 Armu Bde., 7 Infide and 9 Inf Bde) along the Shalapar-Hyderabad axis.
The 7 Inf Bade callid the 'Kill Foree' wis the first to move out to attack
Naldutg from the southern dirdction while the Smash Force of 1 Aol
Bele marched pust the main rozd 1o Naldurg. By 0900 hra on 13 September
Naldurg:and Jalkot were reduced, oyerconing the resistance offered by
the Hyderabad armw and the Razakars.

Whille the two Biigades were concentrating on the main axis the Vir
Foree (9 Inf Bde) pushed narth to Tuljapur, Osmanabad, and further north
atild north-isl 1o Lalur to destroy the enemy strong points. The Vir Force
dividad itself in many columng to mop up the enemy. Fremy had dug
ot pewitions at Tuljapur and it took some time to clear them But al
Osmianabad serious opposition was encountersd, The town could be cleared
anly on 15th moming. In this encounter 75 Razakiars were killed snd 154
caphuried. '

I 1t rsrch pastward the Smagh Force met stiff resistance an 16th at
Zzhirabnd, about 150 km short of Hyderabad, 1t was held by byo companies
ol Hydrabad Infantry and {arge bodies of Razakars and lereguiars. It took
Indian tank gnns some time to finish them. Bidar Garrisun o the-norih
ul Zahirabed was another irritant for advancing Indians. The Strike Force
which was s0 far leading the advance was, therefore, diverted to Bldar.
It weas occupied an 17th without meeting any apposition, AL 17N hrs on
thi same day, when the Smash Force was still away, the Hyderabad Raidio
arnouneed the surtmder of the State army. It took the Indisn Army
anuther 24 hours to resch Hyderpbad, The official surrender ceremony
took place at 1600 ks on 18 September. Maj Gen [N Chaudhuri acoepled
e surrender from Maj Gen 5 A T Tidroos, the Commander of the State
Horces

The Eastern Thrust

Angther thrust was made on Vijayawada-ITyderabad nxs by the Fagtern
Striking Force (2/5 RGR, ane Tank Squadoon and ancillary troops) The




Forpe made quick advance il it met resistance near Suriapet at 0830 hrs
om 14th. Thia position was held by 5 Hyderabad Infantry and 1 Hyderabad
Lancers. The Indlian Foree eould reduc it emly by 1600 houirs. Enemy
suffered 35 killed ard 30 capturad in ' this adllan '-uriujn-l wits Attacked
noxt moriing after an air strlle [n o ferce attack on Markatpalll on the
16th about 45 Razskars were kdlled. Chifyal, the majur obisctive of this
Foree was captured by (2400 hours on the 17th. It was now only 63 km
short of Hyderabad. While the Force maved an the main road the 3 Sikh
Light Infsntry with a lank syuadrin in support branched off in the
directin of Khammamett to the north, No mnjor resistance was ericiun-
tered in this area.

The Southern Thrust

The Mycol Force (575 BGR. Mysore Lanceérs snd 1 Mysore Infantry)
ndvanced intn Hyderabad from the south. The task of this Force wee to
protect the raftway biddges at Kumool, Tungebhadea and Hespet. Kurnool
was eadly mpuund whereas [ungnbhado was ocongied affer minge
opposition on the 13th moming. But the enemy resistance was stff ot
Hospel arad he batlle wenl on herg upio tee 17th ivening. Mesmwhils,
Gadag Column (4 Kaj Kif) threatened the enemy v the rear and forced
lrimn to surrender. In this opeeation e Myool Force sutfored 16 killich and
34 wounded. The hostiles sulfered many hundreds killed

Taiforee [3/5 RGR, bvo coya of 17 S1kh, a tank spuadron efc) lavnched
a two-pronged attack on Aurangabad on 13 September., The eolumn maved
on Nandgaon—Aurangabad axis while a 2mall force advanced on
Challsgaon—Aurangabad axis For the matin enlunm it was smoath sailivg
till it reached Yerul hill occupiad by the hostiles in company strength. At
least 60 hostiles wore killed in this encounter, The diversiomary calumn
dlicd not encounter npposition and it met the main colimn at Daulatabad
on the Ldth, On the 15th the Foree entered Aurangabad and then fanned
oul to eliminate the Ravakars.

The Northern Thrust

I the noethern ssctir, [abalpur Independent Sub-Ar=a, opened operstions
it Jnles wrea in suppart-of the Jaiforce, Tt also conducted two minor thirosts
at Hingoli and Chanda 1o eliminate the hostiles. Some minor operations
were also conducted in ditferent parte of Hyderabhad to end the Razakar
menace The Indian Alc Fore extended waeful help to the Armypin E}p:mlinn
Pole’. Enemy positions were attacked and close support was given in the
ground battles on many occasivns,

i




OPERATION VIJAY, 1961

Pottuguese refissal to transfer her Indian settiements of Gos, Diman, Dy
aruel Anjidiv Isionds o the Indlan Republic lod to 'Operation Vijay' in 1961,
They bad mathlessly suppressed a peaceful Satyagraha launched to Hberate
these ferritaries m 1955, In 1963, they even fired on some Indian cozdtal
steamery andd fiehing bodts near Anjidiv lsland. India, therefore, decided
to uge force to liberate the Portuguese pockets on her soil.

Guoa Operation

Cin 11 December 1961, 17 Inf Div and attached troops wene ardired o
advanie into Goa to capture Panjim and Marmagan, The main theust on
Punjim was in be made by 50 Indep Para Bde Grogp fromi the north.
Another thrust was to be carried by 63 Ini Bde [rom the east. A decoplive
thrus!, in company strength; was to:be made from the south along the
axts Majali-Canncona-Margano,

The Northemn Thrust

(O the 18th marning, 50 Pada Bde Group moved inlo Goo in threa aolumna.

Ihe western column (2 Sikh LT Group) marched oo Dodamangg-Tivim-
Petim-Panjim axis, the eentral column (1 FPara Punjab) on Benostarimn-
Manjim axis and the eastetn column {2 Para Marathz) on Dodamarg: Usgae-
Fomda axis. The first two compefed in the sace o Panjin,

The western column led by armour moved out at 0630 hrs. Thearmsur
reached Betim shoctly afer 1700 fes without encourdering any opposition:
2 Sikh Light Infantry joined it by 2100l crossing over mines and
demolishid bridges enmmale. Panjim nowe Ly anly 549 metres away. But
irs the abyence ol orders fram abave the unit stayed at Betmm for the night,
The aame night Major Sidlwi of 7 Cavilry was killed when Portuguiese
paards opered e anan ensuspecting Indinn resoue party st Aguacds Fork:
Oin thie 19th moming 2 Sikh 1] mooeived permission to cress over to Panjim
amid twa rifle companies landed there at 0733 hrs. The race to Pinjim was
WO

The certral column of 1 Para Punjab eroszad the border st 0600 hes. Upio
Bicholim it moved as the sastern golumn but from there |t tyrned on
Banasturim-Panjim wds, It reached Banastarim at 1730 hes bul was Heelel
up there on acoount of the broken bridge. On the 18t morming the water
ohataele wis negotiated and the column reached Panjim by 0830 hes, 55
inutes after the Sikhs.



The easten niest column (2 Para Maritha) moved on the nofthern rotbi
vy the axls Sanquelim=Usgac-Ponda. 1t reached Fonda at 145 his and
brought arder o the town, The colimn conducted patrolling n Ponda-
Ranastarim sector ard established gontact with the rear elements of | Pars
on the Wt momning

The Eastern Thrust

63 Indian Infantry Bde moved into Goa from Anmond in two columng.
The right column {2 Bihar) moved through a track wheras the left coluirn
(3 Sikh) moved down the existing road. Both columns linked up al Molizm
and then maved on th Penda baking separate routes 3 Sikh could not go
beyond Darbanidska on 18th, 2 Bihar went further to setlle at Candeapar
fest the night. Meumwhile 4 Sikh, the rear battalion, reached Candeapar
river crossing at midnight.

At 0600 hirs 1 191h, the 4 Sikh crosséd Candespar by widing throogh
chest high waterand by mid-day rolled into Margao. It then marched oo
ko Dabotim thraugh Verna whers a number of Porfuguese sarrencered
at 1530 hrs. Finally it moved to Vasco di Gama where the Portugoese
formally surretidered at 2030 hes.

With 4 Sikh In the lead 2 Bihar alst pressec un iy the drechon of Margao.
But fintding, the Sikhs wyll set on the outskirts of the town it advanced
an Verna, The enemy stronghold was allacked en both flanks and his

resistance mﬁnmed, The swift 2ction of 2 Bihar at Verna eonbisd 4 Sikh
o press on to Dabiolim and Marmagab unhindsred.

The 3 Sikh was put on yeserve on l'}tE. From here it manched on to
Margan and beyond in two columns. Some 400 Portuguene soldiers
surrendered before it on 20th murming,

A diversionary move was made from the south along the axis Majali
Canacona-Margac incompary (4 Rajput) strength. It was mean! to mislead
the Portuguese about the direction of the main Indian thrusl The southem
column marched upto Margae evercaming soad blocks, mines and broken
bridges and helpied in restoring order there: 17 Division ended more than
four centuries of Porloguess rile over Goa in just 40 bours.

TAF aluo played a useful role and its Canberra aintraft bwice bombed
Dabolim airfield whereas Hunters bombed Dombolim Wintless Station.




Daman Operation

Operations in Deman were conducted by 1 Maratha LL Tt laumched an
attack o Nunl Diman from the north afler neutralising the Flying Control
Tower and Past-175in o predavn sweep. By 1700 hrs, the two companis
had reathed the Garden area south of the airfisld. Thie battalion setded
in this ares for the night. At 1100 hrs.on 19th the Partuguese made a
wurrencler in Daman without wovingg wey fight in this push forward artillory
and alr support played an elfective role.

Indian Army captured 60 soldiers and somo guns and mortars in
Dlaman. Indians suffeced 1 JCO and 3 ORs killed and 1 JCO and 13 0Rs
wounded it Daman operation. Pertuguese suffercd 10 killed and 2
wiounded,

Diu Operation

iw was the smallest Portaguese ti:e opseasion in Indie. A two-promged
attack was made on [Hu-one from the north-west and the ather from e
narth-cdst. The north-svestern thrust an Kob-Forte-Da Prsso-De Covo sxis
was made by bve companies of 20 Rajput, 1o establish o bridee-head and
lo-capture the nirfietd. But the Hajput effort was frustrated by thewell sredd
MM and EMG bre aomoss the crpike

The Rajputs (B Cov) were, however, suceessful in their thrust on
Ahsmadpiir-Gogla axis. They replaced the 4 Madras Company and sue-
cessfully attacked Gogla at 1600 hs. The enemy resistance was avenming

with heavy pounding of guns. Portuguese garrison showed o white flog
and surrendered.

In Diu operations the IAF gaye very useful support to the Rajputs
Toofani sircraft gave much needed support by bombarding the citadelancd
the cantral boweratihe nirfield on 16th. On 19th 4 Madras (C Coy) occupied
the Island of Panikots and captured 13 Portuguese soldiers.

Anjidiv Island

Anjidiv livss: (o the south of Goa. The ek of captaring this Ieland was
entrusted W INS Mysore and INS Trshol. While Mysory was to provide
covering fire, Triskal was to land a party an the Island. The assault party
called “Rustum’ landed thore successtully al 0713 hrs on 18th. Another
party followed al 0746 hes, Al this stage the Portigoese hobsted o while
fag neoar beach Lima. Bol this was a deceplive mive and the Portuguese
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soon started firing on the seeond Indian party nearing the Beach. Indians
suffered some casualties in this treacherous attncke Trishud and Misore
thoroughly shelled the enemy strong pomits tn break the resistanie. As,
a result of this pressure many Portuguese surmendercd on 16th. Miwe
prisoners were talen over on 19th. At 1425 tos on 19th the Indjan Nag
was hoisted: at Anjidiv.

SINO-INDIAN CONTLICT, 1962

Inclia had to face g Chinese attack some. umths alter the operations
Caa, After consolidating her position in Tibet, China laid cam aver larse
chunks of Indian territory in WEFA (Arunachal Pradesh) and Ladakh. To
viforce these claims China established militzry posis all along thie Sino-
Indian border. When India teok measures to stop these intrusions a clash
followed in Octaber 1962

Ching had been preparing for this confrantation for some years, it had
bualt rosds, constructed airfields, conducted military evercizes and had
orgamsed Tibet intoa military district India on the other hand was liftle.
prepared to face the Chinese attack. The Chinese invasion came along three
directions—Thag La and Walong in NEFA and Chushul in Ladakh.

Attack an K:mung

A-omnpor offensiye in Division strongth came in Kameng Sector, south of
Thag La ridge in Namkha Cha valley, on 23 Ootober 1962, Incidents had
taken place in the area In Seplember and early Oclober. The 7 Hrigece,
espeicially 2 Rajputs and 1,9 Gorkhas, fought 2 grim battle bere. But the
overwhebming superionty of the Chinese in men and fire power won the
day for them. The other two battalinng of 7 Brigade |.2. 9 Punjab pnd £
Grenadiers wimre pulled back from the forwand positions as thelr rearnow
became exposed, owing o encmy mflbations,

MNext, the Chinese advaneed mn fawang frome e north and the wes!
It was defendod by two Indion battalions 1 Sikh and $Garhwal guarding
the northern and westérn approaches respectively. The Chinese atiacked
Tawang with a brigade group on 23 Ocjober From the novth and foroed
1 Sikh to fall back. During ﬁm sttack Subddar Joginder Singh who was

:mnmﬂndlrl.gﬂ.plﬁtnmmuﬂ‘nmﬂum[adﬁ fnyed extraordinary gallantry.
Indians evacuated Tawang on 23 October to settle in Nuranang valloy.

e weis an dnterude of sorme e weelks Pelars Lhe Chlneds i led
a fresdh aftalck on Sela-Bomdla Sector. Thi arca wal' now hidld & better
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strength by three Urigades of the 4 Division—42 Bde ot Sela, 65 Boe at
DHrang Drong and 48 Bde ot Bomilile 62 Bide (1 Garliwal, 2 kb 1.1, 4 Sikk
LI, 1 Sikh wnd 13 Dogra) eommunidid by Bdg Hoshlar Singh was well
placed at Sela to fight ke Chiriese attack. Chinede made a thrrepronied
attack, arming at Sela, Dang Dzong, anid Bomdila, on 1819 Nosember,
1962 This led to total outllanking of Intfian positions, spread between Sela
and Bomidila and further south, The autflanking move af the Chinese Jed
ths Indtian. Commander to order a retroat, which proved disastrous. Chasing
the Inddizns, the Chinese came down 10 Rupa, Foothills and Bomdils st
@ very iast pace. The threat to Tezpur was looming large. On 2181 it was
deserted by the people. The same day the Chinese declarsd umnilateral
cease-fire effective from aiid-night on 21-22 November,

But i thit drama of defeat many scenes of gallantty ware énactsd by
Tilian soldiers. 2 Kajputs and 1/9 Gorkhas fought braviedy in the bl
nf Namkdhia Chis. 4 Garhwal did very well in the battle of Nuranang. My
lirave soldlers including ‘Brigadicer Hoshiar Singh gave their lives in
negntiating the Chinese road-blncks, Many others were logt in the dense
jungles of Himalayas,

The Attack on Walong

[ ther was), the Chinese attacked Walong area of Luhit Division on 22
October. This are: was held by & Kumaeon, 4 Sikh and Assam Rifles
persanie], & Kumaon fought bravely and inflicted hoavy casualties on the
ey, But this mounting enemy pressurs ioreed |hem o retreat to Walong
whore 4 Sikh wore holding deforisive positions. The 'Chinese attack on
Walong on 27 October was beaten back with, heavy losses to fhiem A Tull
fllowed and some anganisational changes took place, 11 Brigade led by
Brig Rawlley took over the rsponsibility of the Sevlor un 31 Cictober. In
early Novembar 3/3 Gorkha Rifles was flown to the area by air.

Meanwhile Chinese had acoupled two lmportant positicons callad Gresn
Pimple and Yellow Munple, near Tri<unction in the northewest of Walong.
On 14 Newember the Indian Bde launched an attack on these paositions
lo previent Chinese outllanking move from the Trl-junclion side. & Kumaon
could not evict the dittinehed ememy and foll back 6 Lhe Teljunition. On
I6th thw Chinese lsunched a massive sttack in Divigion strenith, with
neavy artllery ) support. The Indian Bde could not stand this atteck and
feell back. As the Chinese threalencd to cut the Indian withdrawnl, moonted
Indian units withdrew Io Haylliang: suffedng heavy casualties in (he
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process: 11 Bde suffered about one thonsand caswalbies in killal, wounded
and captured, It eartied one Miha Vir Chakra, mine Vir Chakes and ome
Mentioa-in-Despatchies for the Batihe of Waling,

The Attack on Ladakh

Anuthur rujne batile was fought in Ladakh The Chinese had pocupaed
the -Aksai Chin and pepetmatod g Galwan and Chip Chap valleys of
Lackakh by 1959, When Iradia took measures o stop further meursions into
her territory, the Chinese launched an invasion.

O 20 Oicrobier 1962, the Chinesie aftacked the Indian posts on Chip Chap
river and threatened Taalad Bey Old] They forced &K Milita, which was
halding the area, to fall back, Thizy made another thrust in Sinjap area,
nerth nE‘Fﬁngung, lake, This ares, considersd vital for the defende of
Chushul, ts helid by 178 Giirkha Rifles in compiny strength. The company
beal Back the Chinese attack repeatedly but had (o cave in befere the
monnting pressure: Major Uhan Singh Thapa, the Company Commander,
distinguished himself in this action. Th the October offensive in Ladakh,
the Chinese overwhglmed almost afl Indlan posts stretching from Daulat
Peg Oldi In the north to Demchok in the south.

Meznwhile, Indians continoed their build-up in Ladakh. In November
1962, when fresh Chinese attink vaine, two Indian brigades (114 and 70)
were well positioned ahead of Chushiul to take on (he attackers, As the
enerny was Hkely to approsch Chushul through the Spangur gap, 114 Bde
wis deployed tocover it as best as possible. One-batiation (1/8 Gorkha)
held the Gurung-Hill to the north of the gzp and anpther battalion (L3
Kumann) the Mager Fill to the south of the gap. 1 st was posiboned north
of the Chushul airfield in Thakung, area, Some tank and gun support was
also provided for.

Whim it came to actoal battle the Chingse chose Curong Hill and Mager
Hill for atiack on 1Bth morning. The attack was preceded by heavy firing
on Indian posithons. The Guriig Hill was attncked il wives in battalion
strongth. But in the face of sUMf reslstanoe from 1/8 Gatkhas they could
capture only part of #. The Chinese had o momnt another attack on 19th
to capture the remaining part of Fill. Razang La was held by Rumacnis
in company strength, The enemy made a three-pronged attack on the
podition and in spite of the lravery displayed by the Farmnomih i wis lost
ty the erieny. Majdr Shaitan Singh distinguished himszelfin this battle. This
was the end of Tndian resislance in Ladakh




The [AF did airfifting af men and materinl to the Sinc-Indian border.
Diuring the period 20 Ovtuber to 20 November, troaps and supplies were
Hown to the suppiet of the border posts virtually round fhe elock tryall
weathors and at extreme altitudes.

The war ended al midnight on 21 November 1962, with [l urillateral
cease-fire By the Chineme The Government of India set up an Enguiry
Committes onder Lt Gen T. B! Henderdon-Brools o Investigate into the
reasons for this defeat of the Indian Ariny, He submitted his repart on 12
May 1963, and this led fo far reaching changes it the Indian Army.

INDO-PAK WAIR, 1955

The result of Sino-India Conflict of 1962 encouraged Pakistan to seok i
military solution of Ihe Kashmis problens A modemiapd Army, o which
USA had contribited substmtially, added to her oimfidence. By 1665,
she had Been aldle 1o ieqguire an edge over Indly in' armaur, artillery and
sit-power. This smse af supenority promprod her te pla AEEressign an
Kashmir in 1965, It wasa three-phaserd programme; In (ie first phase the
Indian capacity to resct was tested o the Ramm of Kutch, In the second
phase trouble was fomentid in Kashimlre to weaken the Indian hald. n the
third phase an attenpt was made to bottle up the Indian Army i Kashmir
by sealing the supply linein Chhamb-Jaurian sector of Jamem

The First Phase

The Rann of Kutch is an 80 km wide and 515 ko lemg streteh' of land
buedering on Sind in Pakistan and Gujarat in India. The aron was better
defended from the Pakistan side. On the Indian side police posts guarded
the border. Déspite Paklstani mischlef In Kanfarkat in Tamuary 1965, India
expectid no mnjor intrusion in this area

On 7 April 1965, Fakistan allucked the Indian border at Serdar st
Kanjarkal, Vigukot, Biar Bel, Chhad Ret, oli,, [ Brigade strength and over-
ran the first two posts. [hdis moved o Bde (30 Para) to chack the Palkistani
merusion. Pakistan strengthencd ker Brigade with a tank ragment. On 23
April, Fakistan again struck on four border posts and captured Vigokot
and Uiar Hel. The hostilities ended on | Tuly 1955, at the intervention of
the British Prime Minister. Though no major gains accrued to either side,
Vakastan fedl wlated by this adventin
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The Second Mhase

Altir this suppased suceess mi the Rann of Kutch, Takistan pur into acsion
her plan to grab the valley of iKashmir by infilnation and sabotage, The
COnspiracy wn.ﬂ-rndﬂ-rmm:l:}_ 'Operation Gibraltar”. 30,000 Ratders (Mujahids)
divided into “Task Forees” infiltrated into Kashmir between 1 and 5 Angust
with this mtent. The indian XV Corps toak some quick messures and was
able to contaln the inflltrators within fifteen days.

But to remove the threat completely It was necessary to seal the entry
of the nfilrators. Indian Army attacked Kargil (in' Leh séctor),
Tangdhar (Tithwal sector] and Faji Bir (in Liel ssctor) with this inlent. To
further seal the entry points of the mfiltrators o link with Punch was
effpctod by 23 Brgade. In the progess two smoig, featores of Kaja and
Chand Tekrt, held in strength by the enemy, were reducisd on 56 Sephember
1965, Mirpur area on river Kinhanganga wis likey care of by 108 Bde, The
pperstion opened [n this sector on 24 August and losted HIL 21 September.
The brigade fought many ficree batiles to acquirs complebe domimation
in this area. In short, the Hmely action of the Ihdian Army (19 Dhvision)
turmed "Gibraltar’ into & total disaster.
The Third Phase
Pakistan finalty launched theoporstion 'Grand Slam’ o retrieve the situation,
The aimowas todefeat Indian foreesin Chhamb area to facilitate the capture

ol Akhmur bridge and Tamimu, This in turn would have cut the Indian line
uf communieatinn o Kashmir,

Thie Pak oflensive in Divisiorrstreng th came at {1345 hrs on 1 September
1965, Comparative superintity in artillery, armour and infantry almost
enaured {ts siocess. The [ndian 10 Division was still in the making. ke
191 Ade responalble for the defence of the area could not stop the Pak three-
pronged advence and retroated o Alhnur on A September, With Paldstan
resusng ndvance oncAkhnur onthe Sth, the situstion becamy very critical
Imdia took recourse to divorsionary attacks on Pakistan in Lahore, Sialkpt
ancl Rajasthan sectors. This shattered the Pak dream to bettle up Indian
forces in Kashimir,

Lahore Sector

Inv Lahore sector the three Thvisions (15, 7. 4) f Indisn X] Corps mounted
attack an an area extending from Pathankot in the north fo Suratgarh iy
(He south, The ares wos dividid into theee soctors. The northern sector

in




alooyg the €11 oo d axis was assigned to 15 Division, the central sector along:
the Khalra-Bark axs to 7 Division and the southemn m:mralungthe Khim
Karmn-Kazur axla to 4 Mountmn Division. Necessary armour and artitlery
support was provided to each dhvizton. The corps aimed to caplhare all
Pakistani lermfory east of Ichkogl Canal. The Indian attack commenced
at (400 hrs on f Septembor 1965, In the beginning the operatipns of 15
(Chvisten in the novlfem sector went well s advanes brigads saptured
Ehoizeai in bhe finst sweep and eslablished 2 bridgeh ead acroes the Ich hegil
and reacked Hniapmr-nn ke ouiskiria of Labore. Butit could not captialise
on these initial gaing and foll back when the Pak broops retaliated with
gooid armour suppor The secomd attempt of the division to caphure the
Pak territory, imtiated di 10 Seprember, braught only & Bmited success.
The highliphl of this throst was the capture of Dogral by the 3 Jat at
midnlght on 21 Septembor, In this action Pak suffered 150 men dead and
100 wiliers made prisomers.

The aperations went on well in the contral sector. Here the 7 Infantry
Piwisivn advanded on Khalra-Barld axis with great dash and completed
il acaigrunent by 11 Septomber 1965 The npst difficult action during the
ndvanu: was Fnugh.t by the Diision at Barkl, which was protected by
stropy; bunkers. £ 5ikh broke all enemy resistance and captunied Barki by
2130 hrs on 10 September. Hoth sides suifered heavy casualtiss in this
baltlie.

Thed PNvistan, howsear, found thegoineg diffioultin the southern sector

It shouldered e twe-fold responsibility —capture Pak territory east af Ichhogil

atvl contatn possible enemy attack e Kasur-Khwem Karan axis. The Division

pained pome Initial suocess but the Pak counter offensive blunted the

Indian advancir. In fact, Pakhad planned & powerful offensive in this sector
as an enveloping move to destroy X1 Corps,

Thie Inclian 4 [Nvision, umable to cheek the powerful attack, fell back
on Asal Uttar, It now comprised only thoee and a half batimlions a5 the
7 Bde hud been rendered ineffectve in the first Pak attacle Buk the Div
was now oceupving 3 well defended posiion with well sttec artillery-and
armuur in suppert. The Pak effort to run theough the Indian position was,
theretare, folled. O the Bth night Pakistanis tried to oulflank the position
an the dght with an aenwiured bee, but here ngain 4 Grenadiers siood like
& rock ti beat (hé Patttn attadke Havildar Abdul Hamiil alone dmitroved
baro tanksand domuped one i this battle. Ansther outflanking move by
a-Mak armoured bee from the lol sido on Mahmoodpura-Dibbipurn axis
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aleo failed as the well sited Indlan armour reglments trapped them on e
sides, Pakistan lost 97 tanks including 72 Patbons in thebattle of Asal Thiar,
Indtans made some attempts to recapture the 1ost territory, but Paldstanis
Tl an to the area 8l the lest. 1'he cenar-fire dended the Indians another
oppothamty to beat back the Pakdstanis,

Thie right Aank of X1 Corps was protectzd by 29 Idanbtry Bde Grougr
It lminchod an attsck on Ders Baba MNavak and captured it on 7 September.,
Indian X1 Corps gererally succeeded in ity mission o caphure areds east
of Ighhogll Canal except in the Klem Karan sector

Sialkol Seclor

Toerse pressure.on Chhamb annther front wes opuend by Lhe Indian Army
m Sinlkot seetor by laumehing | Corps pn § September 1945, 26 Infaniry
Division carried diversionary meve in the north fowars Slalkal. 6 Mountsm
Divisivin atfacked Charwas-Mahurajuke ares dnd caphired it after some
fighting. 14 Infertry Division established = bridipelead in Tkhnal urea
further 1 the easl, This set the stage for the advanere of 1 Armourcd
Diivision. It moved out oo § Septernbier but Bad weather hindered 1ts
progress. The commander thes chose another asis 10 mounl atiack on
Phillara on 11 September. While the Armoured Brigadeo was angaging the
Pak armonr, 43 Lotried Bde captursid Phillocs in 0 spirited action. Tak army
lust searly A1 fanks n ths batile

1 Armotres! Dvizion then proceeded 1o/ eaptaie Chasvindw on the14th.
Thi Pak armotr had aleeady concentratresd e the area and, therefore the
Division could rrake litle progress. Hypwover, i§ mcceded in capturing:
fnssnran and Batur Dograndi on the 1ath, THwis in one of the Pak counter
attucks on Batur Dograndi that 11 Col Tarapare of Peens Forse was killed
liphting. Another efforl by 1 Corps to capitire Chawinda an the 158 nigh
met with linited suceess Thi corps, however, succkeded in caphuring
about 466 5 kilometres of Pak termitory. It destroyed and caphured about
180 Tak tapks

Rajasthan Sector

India epened & third front In Rajasthan ssétor to tie down the enemy foroos
i Sind, 11 Infantry Division cartied operations on Barmes-Hyderahad axis
bf this seckor. Gadra was oceupicd in the first sweep on § September and

*ak Rangers were driven gut from many more areas of the desert. Ling
dung bottle eomtimuaed in the desert tll the end of the war and Indian macde
some more gains. In all, India capturesl 388 s lon of Pak territury In this
suclorn,
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Ald Support

The IAF gave substential suppert to the Army m bghting the cnemy on
many fronts. On the first day of war Indian Vampires and Mysteres struck
hoavy blows on Fak armmiour, advancng on the Chhomb-Jaurian axis.
Sulea vently, IAF Canberrag raided majior Pakistan Air Force bases at

and Chaklala at night. Pakistani bases at Akwal, Peshswar,
hn]:uf.. Chak [hamra and Risalwaln were also raldad. The Mysletes wire
imployed primarily In the ground attack role whiereas the Tunters were
ulllisetl for counter air nterdiction and close support misslons, as woll 4s
flying connbatair pateols: The Chatsquadrinzsvere the air defence mainstay.
Fhe astounding success of the Gral agams! the Palk F-86 earmed it the
eppellation “Sabre Slayer”. Durng this conflict India lost 35 aireraft as
against 70 by Pakistan.

The Indian Navy ensuresd the sabety of our ports and cosst=line, Pakistan
Navy managed a sneak raid on Dwarka port but it caused no damage of
military conssquence.

In the 1965 War, Pakistan suffered heavily in men and miatérial in spite
ot her guperiority in arme and equipimernt. Tt 12 wstirmated that Pak Army
It 5988 killed and many more wounded. india suffered 2735 men in
glnﬂ and K225 in wounded, Indian tank losses were 80 as agalnst 475 of

kisian.

Finally, a coasa-firpwas agraed upon with efipet from 23 September 1665
with UN efforte. The Tashkent Declarstion and the subseguent agreemint
hustwenin (b b cowmiteies led Lo the disengagement of forces and their
withdrawal ho pl.lsltl'unh pcoupicd by therm betare 5 August 1965, Thik
viistored pesce in the subv-continent for some Higie

INDO-FAK WAHR, 1971

After securing an absolute majority in the elechions in 1971, the Awami
League meoisted upen autonemy for East Pakistan. The military rulers of
West Pakigtan responded with 2 military crack-down and repression.
‘Conwequently, abitntten million East Fakidtnis fled to India, This advarsely
affected the Indian ecimomy. India asked Pakistan to crosti conditions far
the return of the refugees to their homes m East Tengal. Palkistan sought
by internationalise the issue by attacking India on 3 Bocomber 1971, The
wiar was fought both on the eastern and the western frants. India adgpted
agyressive stratepy on the czatern front and & defensive strategy an the
westemn front.
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The Eastern Front

O the Eastern front the Indian Army defeated four divisions snd 50,000
parasmilitary forces of the Pak Army in the thirteon days’ war. Three corps
and 101 Communication Zone Area of the Indian Asmy participated in
this war

The Inctian X001 Corps {20 Min Div, 71 Min Bde) conducted operations
between the Jamuna and Padma sivers in the-north-western, sector of East
Pakistan, The soctor was defended by 16 Pak Div and 3000 para-military
forces. While the Brigsde advanced on Pachagarh-Thakurgnon nxls, the
Div ittacked the waistling of the sector Lé. il area. It was finally reduced
on 11 December 1971, The corps 2l80 cuptured enemy strongholds of
Rangpurand Bogea onthe 16th, During the war it inflicted heavy easualbes
on the enemy and' captord some seventeen thougand of its foopa. I
suffered 471 killed and 1450 wounded in the war.

Th 1T Corps (9 Tnf Div, & Mt Div) cartied out oparations in the south.
westarn sector of 2t Paldstan. The sector was bounded by Padma river
im the north, Jamuna Hver i the east and the Bay of Bengal in the south,
(e Fak infantry divislon with elght batlalicng wae defending this seclor,

Thio 4 Nitn Div carried out sperations In the northern part of this sector,
It fonght 1ts way through Jibantrages; Kotchandpur, Suadih, Thenida and
Magura. It also overcame tough enemy resistance at Kughta, The Division
fought a crucial battle on 15 Decombef Gn the western hanks of the
Madhtrmati. '

9 Infantry Division carried out operstions in the southern part of the
Carps sector on Gar{bpur-Jesspre-Khulna axis, It captured Bunnds and
lespore and then moved on o Khilos. The Pak Brigade commander
surrendered here an the 17th with 3700 &roopd.

- t tlirast into East Pakistan was made by 101 Communication

Zane Area (95 Bde and F) Sector with one battalion) Frem the north. 1t
covered the area bounded by the Meghna in the east. Jamuna in the west
and Padma in the south-west The Zone lsuncheid its sttack om fwo axes
45 Bde advanced on Karmalpur-Jamalpur-Madhupur aas. The Brigade
encouniesed tough opposition st Kamalpur and Jamalpur. Heavy use of
air and artillery power finally broke the enemy resistance at (hese
strongholds. The enemy brake out from Jamalpur on 10th night and
‘suffered heavy casualties during the retreat.




Meanwhile, T] Force made rapid progress on Haluaghat-Mymensingh
axes. The Pak pmil:mn at Flaluaghat was uittlanked and the defending
battalion totaily destrbved. The Foece captured Myménsingh on the 11th
and Mnd’h’upur om the 12th. This wes the tirne when Indiag & Corps was
lenocking at the eastern gate of Droca: The Pak Commander panicked and
wrth.l.i:l.w the small force, which was defending this sector, to meet the
threat fram the cast. This enabled the 101 CZA to adviance unchallengd.
The 2 Para landing at Tongail and its securinip thy Poongll bridge wlso
fnciltatiod Uy advarice of CZA Force Tt was FJ Sector (strengthened by
two battalions) which finally made it to. Dacca on the 16th.

But the must impartant theugl into Fast Pakistan was carried by 1V Corps
(8, 57, 23 Diws, Kilo Force, East Bengal Hattalion). 1t covered the area
stretching from Sylhet in e north to Chiftagong in the south, The sector
was defended by two Pak divisions,

e 8 Mountain Division opersted in Sythet area. It encountered the
major part of the Iak 14 Division in this sector. Its 8] Bde advaned on
Kalaura-Bylhet aas ancd 39 Bde on Kalapes-Trenchgani-Syihetaxis. it fought
its way to Sythet destroving all opposition smroute. O 7 December a
Lattallon was airlifbed to Syibet to unnerve the ensmy and brealk his will
to fight. The Div captured Sylhet on' 14 December, On 17 Decembet, 107
afficers and 6500 roldiors of the Fak sroy surrenderad to 8 Division

The 57 Dhivision (71,311 Bdes) operated rm Agartala-Akbaura-Ashigan]-
Thacca axis, In ome of the nitial sttacks on Gangasagar near Akhaura on
3 Pecember, Lance Naik Alhert Ekka of 14 Guards displayed extraordinary
gallaniry. On 5 December, the Division attacked Akhaura with twis Brigades
and fflieted a erushing defeal on the defending 27 Puk Fde It then
advariced ‘on 1o Ashugan| and beat a sharp counter-attacx from the Mak
Bde. Meamwhile, 51 Bde of the Division advancng on Commilla-hMynamati-
Daudkandi axis In & wide outflanking move captured Davdkandi an
10 Pecember, This move by 51 Bdo forded the 117 T'ak Bde tovacate well
prepared defences at Lolmal snd Corndily and fall beak on Mynamati. This
in hrn facilitated the advarice bF Tndian 23 DHvision

The southern thrust in the 1V Corps sector was carried by 27 Diyision
(43, 181, 301 Bdes) on Himatnagar-Lakshmme-Chandpur axis. [t completely
encircled and emascolated 53 Pak Bde at Lakiham. By 9 December he
division had captured Chandpur. It crassed the Maghna on 14 Dicember
and then pressed on (o Pacea, where It reached an the Lith, just after the
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0 CZA aren. Forthite south o two-pronged aitsck was made an Chittagon.
Phir norfhern hook wak led by 83 Bde and the southern Hook by the Kilo
Force.-The enemy surrendered on the [6th after fechle resistance, 1t is sald
that precision roket attack by IAF fighters on the Covernor's Secretarizt
in Pacca hastened the Pak decision: to surrender,

T 16 Desemnber at 1630 hirs Lt Gen Niaz surrenderad 1o Lt Cen Aurora
with 93,000 regular and pars-military men. War o the Bastern front ended
i & complute victory for Indfs.

The Western Front

Cin the Western froml thee main battles were fought m Jammu & Kashmir,
Prnchand Rajasthan, On J&K front Paklstan had deployed two divisions,
each four to five brignide strung, and about 20,000 para-military men. In
Rajasthan. It had ome division plus ane brigade, ane regiment of afmiour
and p few thowsand puri-military mien.

lammu-Kashmir Sector

In Jammu & Kashmir Dalastar lavnched offvnsive on 3 December, with
an attack by 12 Division on Funch hiebd by [ndian 93 Brigade. Pak forces
succeedind in vocupying Thanpis and Mandi heights on & December. But
ther sttack an Shahpur, Guterian and Bhnnn was roprlsad with beavy
loanes. Renewed T'alc atismpl 1o captune these positions on the 4th night
was alsodleteated. India than wont on the offensive nnd recaptused Thanpir
and Mancdi positions. Within three diavs thie Pak offensivein Parich fizzled
out.

I Kargil pector the Pak nuLEts leemted at high altitudes posed a threat
te Srinagar-Leh road. 121 In Infpniey Brigaule captured thess posty
after a flerve Dastis,

The must herce Pak attack came in Chihamb Sector. 10 Indian Diviston,
with four brigades and ancillary troops under command, was holding this
area. 73 Pak Dhvision lsunched the affénsive in Chhamb on 3 December
with four brigades 1t succeeded in captisring Mandiala Helghts which was
weakiy held by the Indians The Pak attack on Kachrial Height tn the 4th
right was, repulsed, but the indisn counter-atiack on Mandiala Heights
failed. Pakistan aftor o major attack on the Sth night forced 191 Brigade
oy withilraw fram Chhamb




Tmboldened by 1k success tn Chbamb, Pak decided to carry war soross
Hie Munsawae Towd tiver. On 10 December, using tanks in assault role,
111 Pak Inf Brigade oveman the Indian company positions at Darh and
Ratpur crossing,. Pak Brigade made some more palns but owing to heavy
Iness guffersil in the promess, {t decided to pull back 10 Indian Division,
{Ters{ e, :Egajnﬂl e lonl p-miﬂurﬁ bv 1700 hrs, That was the ond of the
Pak misadventure in Chlamb sestor.

Punjab Sector

An important battle of this sschor was fought in the Shakargarh arca.
Pakistun was holding the aren with more than three divisions, I Indian
Carpe (54, A6, 39 Dive) launched an offensive between Basantar and Kavi
rivers to break the-snemy concentration fn this azea. The corps moved into
Shakargarh bulge dirmg the night on 5 Desember.

Tl Indian corps made o double thrust into the bulge—bnu fram the
neteth and the other from the east, The northern thrust was carried by 54
and 39 Divigions Between Basantar and Ben rivers. This thrust had to
nepetiate deep mine-fields well covered by tanks, anti-tank guns and
mmchine puns. I view of thise hurdles, 35 Division could not make much
progress in its arca of responsibility. Bul the 54 Divislon succerded in
establishing a bridge-head across tiver Hasantar on 16th morning, after
defeating the ey i many battles. Repeated counter-attacks by Fak
forcics failed o dislodge e hridge-head. In the day-long battle Pakistan
ot about 46 jenks: Second-Livttenant Arun Khetarpal distinguished hinmself
in the batile of Dasantar. By thie Hme the ccase-fire came into effect the
Dhivision had penckzated 21 Km Inside Pakistan.

The eastern theust was cartked by 36 Division Its main task was to
alvarce arross Ravi river In Gurdispur area and capture Nainakot and
Narkot, The Division inched forward in the face of tough resistance and
reached Bein fiver on 12 December, 11 could not, however, make much
progress due t heavy mining of Bein river,

The IX Corps, operating between Dera Baba Nensk arul Gangs Nagar,
lat made sorme giing The capture of Dera Baba Nanak by 15 Thvision
was tndesd o notabile achisvement.

Rajasthan Sector

fn Hajasthar sector 11 and 12 Indion Infantry Divisions were deployed.
Puk forces m this sector included 18 Infaniry Division plus ane Brigade




ahl some pars-military farces, Indian forces hud planned o double thrust
it ths Rajasthan sector—12 Division on Longewal=Rihim Yar Khan' axzis
and 11 Division on Barmer-Naya Chor axis- The thrustof 12 Division gould
not materialise because of the Puk attnck on Longewala on 3 Dacember,
‘I'his Pak attack was blunted with the tactical air support. The Pak army
lost about 24 tanks, and 150 vehitles |1 this alr allack.

In thessouth, 11 Indian Infantry Bivision gverman Pak border posts on
the 4th. Advancng 45 km into Pak tersitoey it contacted Maya Chor
defences on |1 December. A cammando battalion niso nssisied the division
in its advance. Bl the attack dn Naya Chor could not materidlise because
of the cirme=Flir

Further soith in the Kutch sector Indian pars-military forass made zome
effictive thruels, Cansequently, Vingoor and Chhad Bal complix wiire
caplured by ovicting the Indus Rangers. Indinns suffered 90 killed, 252
wounded and 17 missing in these operations. Pak suttered many mone
cazialhwes.

Role of Indian Navy

The Fndian Naval offetsive started on the mimdng of 4 December, whin
Vikram! based aircrafl and ships of the Esstern Fleel siruck military targets
in Bast Makistan, Cox’s Bazar airficld was daniaged and six Pk ships were
destroved at Chilagong harbour, The Pak submarine Ghazi was sunk off
the coast of Vishakhapatnam. Round the clock attack by the naval dircrall,
caused extensive damage to Pak milltary installations anid Harboues. By
scaling all the escape roules o Pakdstan Vikrant forded many Pakistaris
to surrender.

A Naval Task Force of the Western Fleel altacked Karachi harbour o
4-5 Decmmber and destroyed 3 ships. Tt cassed extensive damage to oll
tnstallations at the harbtur. Abolher attsck on Karschi husbour was mads
on 8 December. Simultaneously, another Task Force carried a diversionary
raid pn Makran Cosstand captured a Pak merchant ship, By these daring
acts thel Inulian Navy bottled up the I'ak swarships in harbours, Indian Navy
lost anti-submarine frigate Khkyt during the Naval gperations i the
Arabian Sea

The Effort of LAF

IAF alsa gave a gond account of itsell. 1t fought a major asrial Baltle with
four Pakistsni Sabres an & strafiog mission on 22 November, and shot
dowi throe Ssbres: Sume more encounters took place on the following
days.
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Ont 3 December. the PAF laanched pre-émptive strikes againg major
[AT bases in western Indie- Italso attacked Indion railway stitions, armour
concentrations and other targets. In rosponse, the 1AF sarried ot 4,000
sorties (n the west and 1,978 sorties tn the east against Pak targets, In the
west the IAF's primary task was disruption of the Fak communication
system, the destructon of ber fuel and ammuniHon eserves and the
preventon of heeground ioree eoncentretion. Flg Offr Nirmal Jit Singh
sekhen distingushed himself in an air batlle agaimst Fak Sabres om 14
Blecember. Oin the eastern front the TAF finishitd the PAFn a quick action.
In 1971 War the [AF gave cudsl suppart Lo the ground forces on bath
fromts and mamtamed (s saperiority over PAF. '

The war lnsted for fourteen: dava. ok forres in East Paldstan (now
Bangladegh) were convincingly defeated and about 93,000 of them were
miade prisoners. In the west, a large area of Pakastani lerritory was ocou-
pied by Indian troops. Aboul 600 officers and men of the Indian Army
were decorated with gallantry awards. 0f these 4 earned Parsin Vir Chiakra,
76 Maha Vir Chakre and 513 Vir Chakra. In this war India suftered more
than LLODD casualties. OF these 2,908 laid down thelr Hves for the conntry.

Thzwar on the sastsm fronl endled sl unconiditl cnal surrender o Palk
forces at 1631 hrs on 16 December. Thereafter, the Tndian Prime Ministor
announond.a uniltster | ceasetine effective from 2000 brs on 17th. The Simla
Agreement signed by the Prime Minigter of India and the President
of Pakislan &l midnight of 2 July sorted out the residual problerms of

WaT-

TNDIAN ARMY—TIE GUARDIAN OF PEACE

The concept of Visndaron Kitumbakdin (the ontire world, a family)
propounded by the ancient sages of Tndia found sxpression in the foreign
policy pruclaimed and practised by independent India. jt was no more
coincidence, thesefose, that when the need arose for the Lonilnd Nations
b find w furce b keep peace between warring gronps of hamanity, it
loleed fo Indin

Korea, 19533

Korea was the Hrst counbry where thi liniddian soldier was asked to fight
thie battle of peaco. The and of World War 11 saw Korea divided Into two
parts along the Bthparallel, On 25 June 1950, o wir sharted in Korea, which
ended an 27 July 1953, with the signing of the Armistice Agreement. The
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Agreement provided for the oeation of Neutral Nations Repatrintion
Commission (NNRC) and (he Cuslodian Force [ndia (CFT) for the SUper-
vision of the Armistice and the disposal of the prisonets of war,

I'he CFI wap mede up of 5 Raj Rif, 6 Jar-3 Dogra and 3 Garbowal and
ancillary services grouped under the 190 Inf Bde. Maj Gen STT. Thorat,
D50, was neminated GOC of e Farce, Subseyuently, one mate battalion
was added 1o the Brigade. Altogether 5,230 Indians of all fanks wenl to
Korea. The Force left India in five botches in AugustSeptember 1953

O arrival in Kurea the CTY toak over some 25,000 prisonurs under
protection. Its main task way to enable the patent natfons o “offer explar
nation” to their men. It wag o ticklish taak indead, Prisnners aflen refused
0 coopstare and on occasions the CFL had to make a show of lrce. In
the circumstances within the stipulated period of 90 deys, ending on 23
December 1953, only 3,222 l:rris.cln-er:- could be given explanatinna. 1y the
nbsenee of any ﬂhrtfﬂm'h'\"t‘. the CFT handid over 21,815 prisomers Tinck to
LN Command and 347 prisoners to Chirese «.nd"ﬁ'.nre_m Hed Criass rep-
resentittives. Theother prisorers were repatmated according to thefr choiee.
5B M'risoners were brought to India and fmally 11 of them chose o seitle
i1 Inclia.

Indochina, 1954

Soon after her disengagement in Korea; the Indian Army was asked to
serve the cause of peace in Indochina. India had played a vital role in the
Geneva Conference which broughl about an énd to the war in lidochina
Therafore, she was r:-quﬂled tey asslst in supervizing the nplementation
of the Agresment. For the pu.rpm:t: ol supervision, three separate
Commissions were set up, one each for Vietnam, Cambodia and Taos:
Rach Commission had India as Chalrman and Canada and Poland as
Members.

1 Lirenadiers Kegiment was gent to Inkloching o provide security to
various hopdguarters and teams created under (he Agreement As the
work of the Commission lasted for misny vears, 2 turnover palicy, under
which afficers ard personmel were replaced svery year with im-.h staff from
Indla was followed. Gradually, there was o decresse in e number of
teams and propadionate decresse in the aumber of troops. Indian tecops
wearn pullid nutin 1968, 196% and 1570, Teaving onty four officers and thres
Other Ranks with the Commissions in Vietnam and Laos Subsequently,
thee Commissivn in Vietnam wis also woumd up.
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Egypt, 19546

The United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) was created in 1956 to recure
th cossation of houtilities betwsen Fgypt on the one hand and [srael, UK
and France on the other, India contributed one infantry battalion and some
antdllary units to this Force. India‘s participation in the peass-keeping
itirsion was code-named “Operation Shant.”

The first batch of Indian troops left by air on 16 November 1956. But
thetr actual participation i the peace-keoping started In early December
whin 2 Pasa {Kumason) vitered [hebuffer zone which suparated the Anglo-
French and Egyptian forces Subsoguently, it followed the Taraeli with-
drawal along Suez Road:

Later the battalion concentrated at Bl Adsh, to take over its area of
respansibility in the Gaza Strip. On 6 March despite rain stormes, 236 Indian
sodeliess entered the Steip at 2000 hed, At 0400 hes, the et day the [staclis
pulled out and the Indians took aver the area:

Thie main task of he UNEF was fo guard the Armastice Demarcation
Line (ATILY) and to protect UN establishments. With this end in view, the
Indian battalion established 27 observation posts in its seqtor, extonding
over an zrea of 13 ko, UNEF Commander Maj Gen ELM. B, spdke
highly of the Indisn Bathilion's performance.

Tndiats served in Gazs untl 1967, On 18 May 1967, Rgypt served quit
orders. pn UNFFE. On 5 June, war erupted between krael and Egspt,
Thik cisrupted the evacuation plan of Indian froops. Caught in the war,
they suffered 14 killed and 25 wounded. Indiane finally returned via
Cyprus

Tabanon, 1958

Lebanon was caught in internal strife in the fifties and this led to US
military ntervention. This was reséntéd by the Arabs and they demanded
an ' early withdrawal of US troops. The UN Genesal Assembly passed a
resolulion fo this effect unanimousty.

The Security Council dectded o station an Obmerver Gronp in Lebianon
to prevent the snlry of fomigners and smugsled arms, and to ensure froe
and fair elections. The Observar Group comprised 71 alficers drawm from
Trclis, Norway-and Equadeor- Col Renbir Singh of the Indian Armiy lod
the Group. Itarrived in Labanon on 19 fune 1958, The elections were hald,
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i o peaceful manmer and the President took office on 28 September. The
Last batch of the LN troops’ wias withdrawn from Lebanon. on 25 October
1958.

Congo, 1961

In 1960, Beligum terminated her 78 years’ rule in the Corgo and Patrice
Lumurmba formed the first nobanal government. Soon tribal vieolence
erupted i the Congo and the provinces of Katanga and Kasal suceded.
T saye the Congo from a disastrous civil war, the Security Councll by
its resmlution of 21 February 1561, decided upir military mtervention in
that coutitry. India conserited to conttibute o Brigade to the UN force.

To end the secession of Katanga the UN forees launched two important
pperatioms-code-named ‘Rumpunch’ and "Marthor® in August-September
1961, The Indian Independent Brigade made substantial contribution in
e operations. It was durng "Marthir” that the UN Secretary-General
Dy Hammarskjold died on 16 Septembaer, in & plane erash while on a
migsion bo Congo. In a subssquent operstion Captain Salarta of 371 Corkha
Rithes was killod on 5 December while cloaring an enemy toad-block, The
lsst and most impertant act of Indian independent Bde Group in Katanpa
was the lunching of 'Oporation Grand Sam’ on 28 Plecember 1962, Tt
airned at freeing Elirabethville and Jadotville from gindarmerie (Katanga
proups] menace. uring ‘Operation Grand Stam’ the Indian Bde Group
suffered 7 dead and 49 wnlr_nded IAF also conmibuted substantially
towards thrﬂm'-n:a-:- of UN troops in the Cango. The repatriation of Indian
Brighde Group which started an 1 March 1903, was completed on 30 June
1964, In all, 39 uniis of the Indian Army participated in the Conge
operatioms during 1960.64 During the two vear service with the TN, 142
indian Army cificors and men won awards for gallantry or distinguished
sETVice.

Wesl Asia. 1988

A war between Tron and raq stattod in Soptember 1980, over the control
of Shatt-al-Arab water charmel, Subsequently, it assumed territonal and
relipions overlones. 'As o vesult af UN cfforts a cease-fine bacams sffective
there on 20 Avgust 1988,

The Security Council Resplution provided for a UN International Mil-
ftary Observation Group {UNIMOG) to supervise the CeasesTlire Agree-
ment (CFA), 350 Military ol feets [rom 26 countries including India formed
the Group, India eontributed 15 officers (uhe Brigadier, one Colonel, and
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thirteen Malors] to the Growp. The Indian contingent contribubed subskan-
#ally/in peace-keeping on the coase-hire line.

Angola

Angola, o Portiigiese colony, became independent in 1975, Tribul leuds
erigrulfed the new borm conntry seon. This brought in the invalverment ol
some foreign countries Including Cuba i Angolan affairs,

To bring peace in sirife-taen Angola, the Sacurity Councll provided for
the créaton of United Mations Angola Verification Mission (UNAVEM)
in December 1988, Tts min task was o supervise the redeployment of
troops and withdrawal of Cibim foreea. | e Misslon comprised 71 Military
Ubservers and some 20 dvilians, Ten countries inchuding Indis were
represented an the Mission. India had coniributed 7 officers to the Mission.

Maldives

Cin 3 November 1985, at 0415 hirs, Makdives, s amall country in the Indian
Ooean, wilnszed a coup attempl The President of Maldives roquested
India, UK and USA for help. India responded promptly and the first batch
of Indlan troops landad at Fuduls airport near Mhale ab 22000 hes the same
day. More troops followed in subsequent fights.

The Indfan troops accomplished thelr lagk with wimest speed and
efficiency and foiledd the coup attempt. Many mercenaries were captured.
Indian Navy and Air Forme cimtribuled to the success of the operation
substzntially.

IPKF in Sri Lanka

Indin's efforts at helping to find 2 solutint to the ethriic eriss in S Lank
culminmted i (he lndo-Sni Lanka Agreement signed in Colombo on 29 July
1987, The Agreement was a balancing act betwesn legitirate aspleations
of the S Lankas Tamils om the one hand and the integrity sned unity of
Sri Lanka on the other. The Indian Peace Keeping Furce (II'KF) landed in
strifeturtt Sri Lanka lo restore peace and normalcy.

Linfertunately, one of the Tamil proups; the Libernbon Tigers of Tamil
Eelam {LTTE) refused tn4hed milituncy, necessary to restore the democratic
process in the Tsland and stavied allacking the IPKF. The IPKF was,
therefare, forced to start operations to disarm thom in early Ogtober 1557,
In those search amd sid operations it suffered heavy casualties.




TheIPKF achivved remarkable success in confaining LTTE errorism in
the northerr arid sastern provinees of Sei Larikn It also ensured suocessful
completion of the provincial, presdential and parliamentary eloctiom,
dispite serious threats from the TVE and 1ITE

The IPKF was the résult of 5 peace acoord. When the Sri Lankan
government expressed 2 desire for it pull out, India sgreed to do 5o in
phazes. The last batch of the ITPEF left 56 Lanka on 24 March 1990, More
tham 1000 Indian soldiers shed thoir blood to brins peace 0 the Island.
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Medals and Decorations of India

The hero protects and cherishes all and ol fhings
depend upon the here.

THE ANCIENT I'ERTOD

The custom of rewarding the brave is as old 28mian. Inearly tribul socictios
the mantle of leadership fll on (he most valiant. Amaong the Indo-Aryans
thee birave [ndra becaeie the commander and the king, The soldiers wore
entliled to & shate in the spuils of war commensurale with their confri-
byBon, The charioteers were entitied to ane-daurth of the bobty captuned
i war, Subsequently, it was urdained that spoils such as chaziols, ele-
phants, parasols, women anil vessels would go to the brave who win them
Tha lure of carthly rebvards continued o inspine the brave for cenbarices

to come,

It the epic age the reward of heavenly tliss motivated the soldler to
fizht resolutely, In the Ge, Knoshra eshorts Arjuns lo join the: hattle
because in thi: event of viclary the pleasures of earth will accrue to him
and im thie event of death he will sscend to heayen,

i thie Mahabharata thiere is & relerence that Janika, the ruléer of
Videhs; through his vogic powess, wnabled his soldiers to see the glory
of the martyss in hgsven and the [gnominy af the viwards i hell, Fe
adiressed | “ Hehdld there aretegions endowed with great splendour
for thase that fight feariessly; full of Gandharva gitls, these regiona
are eternal and capabli of granting every wish, There on the othir side
are the mgions of hell intended for those that fly away from the battle
They would have to ot there for eternity in everlasting inglorious-
ness.... The laying down af liie {in battie] consbibutes in respect of
heroes, thdir haspy door to heaven™. 'The fallon hezoes went to heaven
in the eszort pi celestlal nymphs.

Thie cancept af gillantry found sxipression in the institution of Virnkala
(emarials of the gallant) in seutheen India, Such memaorials are referred
to fn Sapgant liersnire, When & soldier fell fighting his mmﬂmn
mnrked the spot by mising there p stone bearing the fiame. and of
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the fiallen hero. Soon d litersry convention standardised the procedure for
erécting such memaorials, Oftent these became thiy abject of wership with
paople.

Thie custom of hanovzmyg gallentry by glving cash awards also prevailed
in wncient ndia. The Arthasistor of Kauslya even specifies the awardy for
variousadts of gallantry. “A hunded thousand (Panas) for slaying the king
(the eneny); fifty thousand for slaying the Commander-in-Chief orthe heir
apparent; ten thousand for destroying an elephant ora chariot, thousanil
for killing a horse; & htmadrad for slaying the chief of the fnfantry, tvonty
for brlnglng o head: and twice the pay in wddition to whatever 18 seizetl”
‘Bimllar views on cash awards are met in the Puranss and Nib works

Entwnced pay and promotions weere granted for distinguished perfor-
mance i the battleficld, A warmor who broke the ensmy array or saved
his pwn fronl received roval treatment and doubled emiluments. He was
aleo ranted promivtion and gifts such 28 Jewellery and sandal-wond. The
kings wiis expected ko promote soldiers for extmondinary bravery. Tloysaln
rulers promoted brave soldiers a¢ Garuds e life guard of the king

The brave were honoured with land grants anid relief i thxation. The-

famlly of the soldier who died fighting ywas given rent free langd. Chivalric
tthes waere con ferred on distinguished spldiers. Selected fow were hanoured
with & Prossdapatia i.0. 2 band or fillet of gold, In this comnection Todir
sl Gurnd Peviriart, tweo Tloysala awands, are of unusyal inlorsst. Todar was
a golden budge with earvings confernéd on soldiers pramoted o serveas
life gu.u.rda o the kings. It was wism on the left ook Gand Patdarg was
bastowad on reputed soldiers and was wormn fike an ankiet on the right
leg:

MEDIEVAL TERIOD

Iy thie mmiedieval period Indis was ruléd by Turks, Afghank and Mujghala.
Sultanate kings honoured thair soldiers with $itles, deprees and roles of
horiotir, cash snd privileges. The Mughals conferred high sounding titles
such as Arnir Khan {Lord of Riches), Zafar Bhin Lond ol Vietory}, Sarbuland
Khan {Lurd ot Bxalted Position), Safjst Khan (Lard of firavery), Amir-ul-
Urmnars, Khan-=Khanan, Khan Jahan, ste

Thi ERilal o robe of Honour was bestowed thascordange with the status

of Uhe rectpiont. The seven piece Kitiad, the highest category, comvprised
& cap, a long gown, a clese filing oo, two paits of trousats, two shirls,
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B glrdles and a sarl, Peaple in profession other than the amy wers
dlso entitled o this hitwnr.

Ciher honours mcluded the nght to display the battle-drom and M-
sangratil (fish symbel), The latter could be granted anly to nobles who
commanded at lezst 6000 soroars. Vassal kings were bestowes! with Tugh,
Aiam and Aftebgir. Cosh awards were also given. Oroamenty, palanquin,
horse, chariob, poarts and jowets were also granfed fo men of distincton.
Amomg the medeval swards there Is nolhing which vould compare with

the modern medal,

MODEERN PERIOD

The ingtitution of madals was introduced In India by the East Inidia Com-
pany in the sighteenth cenbiry, Earlier, in England medals for militacy
service had been mstituted by Queen Elizabeth in late 16th century, A&
campaign medal had been instituted for the Battle of Dunbar in 1650, A
war sarvice medal was instituted by Charles 1m 1643 1o be deliversd o
wear on the breast by every man who shall be certified tnder the hands
of their commander-mechied to have done us faithful service in the
furlorn hope™. Thus began the history of the British war medals and
decorations.

When the East Indiz Company assumad 2 ﬁuﬂﬂxnl sfatus In India in
the later hnlf of the sighteenth century, the British institution of war medals
was in ite formative stages. The company mstitubons in India, therefore,
cmtributed to their growth in a substantia] measure.

War Medals

The sartiest madal issued by the Company on the Lndian soil was to hanous
the nuttve offlecrs Wi had suppressed 4 mutiny af Monghyr in 1766, Next
camie the Docean Medal (177E-B4), It was the earllest Anglo-Indian medal
to be awarded to all ranka: It war worn suspended from e neck by a
yillow cord. This was followed by the Mysore Medal (1791-82) which was
again awarded to all participant native trope. Srirangapattanam Medal
was, howwever, awarded (o all officers and men, Eurupean and native, wlho
hiad takem pattih b battiz, It was struck In gold for high nobility, i silver
pold: for oiices and copper breoes for men. The nbbon was arange-
watered and symbolised the emblem of Tipy Sultan




Irs the {iest half of the 1915 cenitury the Company’s growing ambitions
brivaght her into confliet frith the native stales and borderinge cotmtries
This:led to mony wark dnd lsstin of many medals;

Institating-a medal for the Nepal War, the Geneeal Onder by the Ciov-
ermor General in Coumcl dated 21 4"'.-'1&1'11'1 1916 said “the nature of the
coufitry and Hie elimatic conditions wers 50 nuvel to the native troops thal
o greater diégree of menit must be attached o intepedity under such
cireumsiances, at the same o that o testimunial of exemplazy behaviour
i such & service must have more than wrdinary value to those on whemny
it may be beslowed. Government hus, therefore, determined that silver
medals shall be presenpad 1o every native officer who achrally served
within the hills atid td a8 many of the non-dommisslonied officers and

rivates as shall be recommpndsd by the cimmisnders of their respectivie
fattaliong for distinguished seal or gallantry in the course of their duety.”

Institutivey of many campaign medals resulted in manifold increase in
the number of médals. To svald such mu:luplh..mum I this forties of the
18th centttry, the Army Genersl Servics Medal was introduced In e
fritish Army, In other words: now the same medal could be given for all
sl wars or t:rp:e-r.lﬂmm irt & certaln country. or continent, with bars.
attached ta the tihlion denoting he partivular seevice for which the medal
was awarded. The Compiny, féllowing e Home Government, instituned
Armmy of Indin Mednl in 1851, Four Genernl Service Medals wore subse-
quently instituted to cover operations yndertaban from |549 1o 1895, 18595
iy 1898 aricl 1908 ta 1928. To commemuorate the ‘Bobert's march' from Kabul
to Kamthar in 1880, a bronze medal ciled ‘Robert's Star’ wag instituted
It iz notable that a star was granted only when's major Gampaign was 1o
be commemorated. A General Service Modal was granted for mimor

CRTMpAiEnS.
Gallantry Medals

The campaign or commemorative medals referréd o sbove ware granted
1o all participants in & wae. But in this system there was no recognition
for the gallantry of an mdividual. The Company, therefore, followed the
British modal in this regard, n the beginning the gallaril dends al indi-
vidual soldiers were recorded in the despalehes sont by the cammandier
to the Governoe General dnd by the Governor Genefdl 16 the Board of
Control. These despatches bear elaquent testimony to the bravery of marly
a-soldier.




During wars with he native states, the Conjpany also followed the
custam of tewarding its soldiers with prize money. After the Englich
difeatod the Rohillus, the money that fell to the victors was distribated
amang soldicrs in an equitable manner. At the end of the Mysore Wars
the spoils collectet) at Srimngapattanam were distribuled ameong the generals
and the enldiem. After the victory against the Marathias an 11 Septembier
PR3, the prize money amiountiing to 340 thousand mipess wies distributed
arriong, the soldiers. The General Order by the Guvernor General in Couneil
dated the 8 October 1803 runs; “the Governpr Generalin Council.... drems
it fo he the duty of this Government to anticipate the ssnction of His
Majesty, and of the Honoursble the Court of Directors for the distribustion
af this sum, as & testimony of the applause =nmd fortitude with which the
Rritish Government vitws Lhe exemplary valour, dincipling, 2e0l and brm-
ness displayed by fhe army under the personal command of His Excellency
General Lake during the present glodous campaign, and the memorable
batile of [elhi”.

Al the end of the Mysore Wars, the Prize Commiltes directed that the
stute sword of Tipu Sultan be presented to General Balrd in the same of
e arm s 4 testimonial of thele high admication of his courage and
concdiet tn the assaull, “Fot speedy and plorious termination of war ",
Gowwrrioe General Lord Wellesiny was presented & star and badge of the
Ohrder of St. Patmick, compored of Tipu's jewels, by the Courl of Directors.

Honerary colours and standards svere conferred on Regiments for gallant
petformance. After the victory at Aligarh and Delhj in 16(E the partici-
puting units: were granted colours,

CThe Hritish stvereign granted the title Royal’ to p service corps or
régiment in recoghition ol distinguished service, In 1532 Indian Manne
i dwarded this title. Indian AlrForce becamu the Royal Indian Air Torce
an 12 March 1945 Many services, corps and regiments of the Indian Army
winre swarded this title In recognition of thelr distingiished service. After
Indid became 8 Republic the use of this tile was discontinued.

The British custum of granting Battle Honours to anits for gallant
crformance in wir was also introduced m India. Public monuments were
erected wy hpnour the dead herces, Lord Wellesley ordesed that “a poblic
monument be crecled at Fort William: to the brave officers and men,
Eutopesn and native whe have fallen in the public service during the
Aligarh and Delhi campaign’. A similar order was tssued by him to honour
the galtants whw laid down thiir lives in the battle of Assaye: "The namies

i




of the brave officers und men whe fell at the battle of Asszve will ke
cummemprated, together with the dircumstances of action, upon the public
mumument t be ersdled at Fort William to the mamory of thase who have
faller: in public service dusing the presenl campsign”.

Ceensionally the awand 0fa medal wag oe vompanied by land grands wnd
hike In pay. In November 1817, the Governor in Coundl tocommended
promotion and enhanced pay to Jamadar Shaik Hudsaln and Funybhye
for ther fidelily and sttachment to thit Ciompany. Tt is thie Inlention of
the Governor i Council als to bustow an each a medal with b stitable
egeription and to recommend to the Honourable the Court of Directors
the grant le cach o retirement from service and to thelr heirs m perpetity
land In fnam in such part of the Brilish (erritofies as they precefier yeilding
anInoome equal to double the emalimints of the ordinary pension of Hw
rank they may bold on their retinng from service”.

In the early phose of thie Company rule i India the following honours
and awards ware in ise with the Indtan Armiy-

L. Mention-in-Diespatches

2. Campaign Medals 2nd Stars
3. Prize Mongy

4. Distinguished ‘Service Medals
5 Pay Hike and Promotion

fn Land Granis

About the middle of the nliteenth century 3 system of millary deeo-
ration was introduced in India Indlan Order of Merit {in three elasses)
was the earliest honour, instituled to rocogniso the gellsntry of Indiam
afficers and men. In 1856 the Victora Cross was instituted and it wis
subsequently made appilicable to Indians as wiell, In 1857 the Victoria Cross
and the Distinguished Canduet Madal were the onby dixorations which
could be waotr' on the battlefeld.

Indian Order of Merlt, Miblitary Croas and Indian Distinpuished Servica
Medal were added in due vourse. There wire alsp some medals which
could be awarded to Indians and these included CIE, CEE, OBE. MBE,
OBI(L), OB, IMSM and EEM. This was the pasition of Indian medals
and decprations at the end of Waorld War 1.

After Warld War 1, 420,600 acres of fand was distributed among 5,902
VCOs and JORY in recognilivn of their distinguished service, jaryz mam
wihes pranted te 14,100 recipients for bwo Lives, YO, 10RS and followers
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receivad R10, Re5, and s 2 ¥ respectively. 200 Jagirs were awarded to
speciitlly selected VOO for distinguished service. Two hundred honotary
commissions as King's Commissiiied Dfficets were granted to VEOs

During Warld War [l some chnnges were introduced n the system of
anours wind awaeds. A gratuity of Re200/- was sapetioned for the D
arid Rs.75/- foreach bar thereto. From 15 Febniary 194, Indian ranks wers
made ehipilile for the award of Military Medals The [OM was placed above
the: Military Cross in the order of precedence. The MC hereafter becamae
the lowesl gallantry dixoration open to VCOs: The award of 1OM was
genenally conlined to VOO and its prant to IORs wirs limited to vulstand-
ing acts of leadership. The TOSM was placed sbuve L MM and its award
restricter] tn IORs. : '

These chinges necessitated some changesin the allowances attached to
thie awarda. Barlles to Wirld War IL winners of gallaniry decarations were
paid entirely by the Central Government. But during the War domi pro-
vincial governments discidted to miake grants of land or money tiz anldicrs.

The Punjab Government took the Initiative in this mafter in 1943,

I tho coitae of fime, decoratinns:such as Distinguished Service Order,
Milftary Cross; Distinguished Service Cross. Distinguished Tying Croes,
Air Force Cross, Intlian Order of Meril, Congpicutnis Galiantry Medal,
istingulihed Flying Medal, Aif Foree Modal, Military Medal and Distin-
gatlshind Service Medal wore Instituled. The fndian goldiers were entiflied
iy all decorstions of e Dritish Army,

POST-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD

and there was urgeney to institute some decorations to hinhour the brave,
A Comunittes was, therefore, appulnted to exgmine the need of instituning

allantry awards fur the Indian Armed Forces, The Commaittee suggested
the Chakra serice Le. Pacam Vit Chakra, Maha Vir Chakrs and Vir Chalera
in June 1948, ' '

I'he awards ware sought 1o be instituted by a roysl warrant. Bt sub-
sequently these were inatitistod by the Government of India en Repubilic
L7ay i.¢. 26 January 1950. Thos anew efa of decorations and medals started
in Indis. These mstitutions viz., Param Vir Chakes, Maha Vir Chakea and
Vir Chakra wern to mank sbave all the decomtions awarded to the Thdion
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persunel earller. The General Service Medal 1947 was institubed tis redogmisg
the general operational service; The number of Tndian decorations and
medals has since increased manifold.

Tien cmi the Ashipka Chakas series (in three classes) for gallantry,
digplayed other than in the face of the tmemy, This sericss novw comprises
Ashoka Chakra, Kirth Chakra and Shaurya Chakra. Vishisht Seva Medal
(in three classes) was instituted i 1960, This was later redesigrated as
Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Afi Vishicht Seva Medal and Vishisht Seva
Medal. Yudha Seva sorics comprising Sarvottam Yudhn Seva Medal,
Uttar Yudha Seva Madal and Yidha Seva Medal i3 a recent adidition in
decorations.

In befween, campaign medals auch as Sanar Seva Star, Riksha Medal,
Porevi Star, Paschimi Star, Sangram Medal, Videshs Seva Medal and
Generz] Servive Medal wers dnsliluled. Lu‘.'mg, aRrvice aml g{.m:l cincdug|
medalg were instittited from ime to Hme and these co Meritorions
Service Medal, Long Service and Good Conduel Medal, E-E Yeams® Lomy
Service Medal, 20 Years” Long Service Medal and ¥ Years' Long Service
Medal. The eommeamoration medals include Indian Independence and
Anniversary Medals, The number of Indian national swards was seven
in January 195(). Lk graw o 10 i Mareh 1952, b 27 [h NMovdmber 1964, to
40 m Janeary 1973, o5 m fune 1970 and-fo 85 in Janoary 1951,

The Ribbon

The ribtion firms ah integral part of thesmedal How this came about ie
bzt e plained by Steward inhis AR of War Miadels aml Decteations: “The
ront of the Spanish-Armada in 15888 probably gave the incentive to Good
Queen Bess o commemorate the a s pocsion by the issue. of
meidafs in golid and slver snd we may t'EIL"'.L‘TH!E'l".' assume that they were
given for personal detdration to thie leadan afficers engaged In the defeat
of the Armada or that the recipienty ﬂmug‘ht that by wearing this thoy
would show respect to the Quesn and thus established the custom: of
wearing medals presented by the soverelgn for war service, A specimen
af these medale with dngs and chaln fos suspension probably from the
neck czn be seen in the Britsh Mussum®™,

Thwe mesfal was thus assocated with some sor! of modium which helped
its display. To start with it was perliaps a chain, Subsequantly, the chain
wias replaced by a ribbon. The Decean Medal, first of its kind for military
service in Indin; instituted i 1784, was wom suspended frbm th.:n Ti
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by a yellow cord run through a meal Inop, The ribbon in s pressnt farm
camit into vogue much later.

The "Naval Ribsnd of England! and the "Militery Riband of England”
are the o earliest of the class, The latter waz used {or the Arimy Colid

Mudal and Cross 1508-14 and the Waleeloo and General Sepvice Medal
1647

The reciplents of Srirangapattanam and Plrdt Burmese War medals alsn
tsedd this ribbon: Thi use of Militsry Riband of England with the medals
instituted by the East Indian Company in India was indeed strange. Lord
Ellenborongh, thfﬂmrﬂnnr{‘mumiuf Inelia (1842-44} favinmed a Military
Rl uf[nﬂm{lapictmgmﬂnﬂdﬂ:m}-ﬂnunthnﬂnﬂufﬂmhimtﬂ?
Riband of Brisland. It Was used for Kelat-i-Chilzee, Jullalabad, :Hg}muﬂtm
anet Sind Medals and the Meharajpure snd Minniar Stars, With the growing
number of medals zome new ribbons were mtroduced. The Ghaznoe
Medal was fssurd with o sepaeate fibbon. Thereafter, sach new instihation
was ﬁmnmpﬂmrd by a new ribiam, It s nulable that all ritibions
conveyed some misaning or message by means of 15 colour or colour

cornbireations:

The ribbons for the medals of Inifian Republic have been chosen after
considerable thought Thepurple ribbon of the Param Vir Chakes syimbolises
corigpicuous beavery. Purple is the colour of the heart Tts old association
with Victoriz Ceoss canfers it with-a special dismity,

A pattern is perseptible in the cholce of Indian ribbons. These are
generally made in saffron white and green the coloury of the Indian
Mational Flag. Army Red, Navy Blue and Adr Force Biue arp used in the
medals exclusive to these services, Genesally speaking in ribbons, the red
symbollses courage and bravery, the saffron, self pecrifice and dedication
to s=rvice, the green, growth and auspicitusnsss, the whits, puriiy and
glory, and Blug, devotion and sacrifice. Ovcazionally, the red symibolises
Indinm Army, the dark blue Indinn Navy and! the light blue Indion- Ay
Foree.

Symbols

But for the symbol it bears, a medal is & piece of metal. The symibol bears
some relatinnghiys with e aclion {1 inlénde 1y commeniarte. e iHleatrate
the paink, the Stivaigapa timatn Medal which was instituléd to commicmo.
rate the British-victory ever Tipu Sultan m 1999, represented the Bratish
lion trampling over & fger symbaolic of the British victory over Tipu Sultan.

i



The revese of the medal represented the storming of the fort with the
meridian sun above. It symbolised the surcessful assqult on the fark ot a
Hme when the sun was in ity full glory.

Crnsiderable attention bas been paid tp the symbelic aspect of the
decorations and medals of the Indian Republic T'.2 choice af Vieien (fham-
desholt) o sorve a< the symbal for Parem Vie Chakea smply proves thas
Vaita was the amighe scied (unfalling weapon) of Indra, the Vedic god of
wirr, Hewielded it to kill Virira, the demon of drought and desthy 1o release
the life giving waters for the benefit of mankind. According to n Puranic
story Vajmn was made of the boties of Sage Dadhic, who sacritiosd s life
for the protection of goowl,

The choice of the star symbol for Maha Vir Chakrs and Vir Chiskra and
the Vishisht Seva Medal series is also no less meaningful. The:star, »
heavenly hody known for its fiem, sleady and fived position, symbolises
everlasting glory. According to Indian mythology, Dheuva, s Bow wf firm
determination was assignid o position in the northern hemisphere by Lord
Vishnu.

Another widely used symbal m Indian medals 45 the Claken. It :H::mrr:'.
ois the Indian National Flag and Ashola Chakra serics of musdals. The
Cliakra mﬁynhﬂhLufaﬂdvﬂymﬂfﬂmﬂﬂmmﬂu 'I'I'!.e'ﬂudﬂ'h.h':nd.u;tltt-d
this symbol in the service of religion calling it the Dharma-chaken. The
preaching of the gospel by Lord Eud‘d.’rm wins denoted with the Chakm
symibel, This symbol is also called the Ashoka Chaloa

Ashaoka lions formy the obverse or reverse svmbol on many Indisn
mizdils. This motil when tfepresented with the motte Salymeoe fayate
represemts the Nattonal Emblem. The four lions symbolise the universal
application of Biarma.

‘This iz briefly the story of the growth of Induan medale and ribbone
Institated from Hme to tmie. The Gazelle natification are gltenh in Appan-
dix 2and 3. The Gazette notification on the Order of Frecedence of woaring
varions medals and desorations is given at Appendix 1.

LLP. Thapligal.
hrector




PRESIDENT’S SECRETARIAT
NOTIFICATION

Mew Delhi, the T6th June, 1976,

No41-Press/78 - The President has been plensed to determine the
following Order of Precedonce of weating of varios medals and dece-
ralioms. The Prhﬁdm’s_mmhfﬂﬂﬂﬁnaﬂqn No9-Press /73, datesd 2th

1. Bharat Ratna
2. Pargm Vi Chakra
3, Ashoka Chakra
4. Padma Vibhushar
5, Padmii Bhusghan
& Param Vishishi Seva Madal
7, Makin, Vir Chakra
8. Kirth Chakra
9. Padma Shri
10, Sarvottamn Jeevan Raksha Padak
11. Ali Vishisht Seva Medal
12. Vir Chakea
13. Shaurya Chakra
14. Presidint's Police and Fine Surviced Medal for gallantry
15, President’s Police Madal for gallaniey
16 President’s Fire Services Madal fur gallantry
\7. President’s Home Guards and Civil Difence Mudal for gallantry
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18, Sena/MNao Sema/Vayy Sena Medal,

19, Vighishi Seva Mestal

2L Malice Medal for gallareey,

21, Fire Services Medal for gallantry

22 Home: Guards and Civil Defénee Medal for gallanby

28 Uttam Jeevan Kaksha Tadak

24, Wound Meda|

25, General Service Medal = 1947

26, Samanya Seva Medal - 1965

27. Samr Seva Star - 1965

2K. Poorvi Star

29, Paschima Star

30, Raksha Medal - 1945

31 Sangram Midal

32 Sainya Seva Medal

33. Police (Special Duty) Medal - 1962

34. Videsh Sevn Medal

45, President’s Palice and Fire Services Medal for distinguistied service

3h, President’s Police Medal for dishnguishied service

37. President’s Tire Serviges: Medal for distinguished: service

38, President’s Home Guards and Civil Defence Medal for distinguished
&_E-r';'inc

39. Meritorinus Service Medal

40, Lang Service and Good Conduct Medal

41 Palict Medal for mertortious service

42 Tire Service Medal for mentorigus service

43, Home Guards and Civil Defence Medal for meritorlous sérvice

44 jeevan Raksha Padak
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45, Territorial Army Decomation
46. Territorial Army hMedal
47. lndian Independence Medal - 1947
48 Independence Medal - 1950
49. 2510 Independenoy Angilversary Medal
5ih 20 Years' Long Service Medal
51.'8 Years' Long Service Medal
52, Commonwealth awards
New Awards as on 1 January, 1981
54 Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal
55, Uttam Yudh Seva Medal
56. Yk Seva Medal,
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Appendiy 2

Mo, 221 /852 (Ceremonials)
Government of Trulia

Ministry of Defence

New Debhil, Hie 2200 Ajpedl, 1988

Tis
Thie Chief of the Army Staff
The Chief of the Naval Staif
The Chisf of the Ailr Staff
Subjects Enhancement of monetary allowance attached to the
Prst-ndependence gallantry awards
Bir,

| am directed to refer to thin Ministry's letter No. 3(8) /83 D(Ceremonials),
dated the 9th My, 1955 an the alwve auliject and o conwey the sanction
af the President to the grant of enharced monetary allowince al the
following rates to all mapients, irmespective of venk and income, of galk-
lantry decorations with cffect from Ist Jenumry, 1957

Parnm Vie Chakea Re 200/vpm.
Ashoka Chskrs  Re 180/pm
Maha Vir Chzkea  Rs. 160/-pam.
Kirtt (haksa Ru. 140/ -pan.
Yir Chalea Rs. 120/-pion.
Sleaurya Chakrs s 100/ -p o
Exch Har to the decosation will cnpry the game amount of monetary
allowanee as admissible to the ariginadl award.
2. The payrment of above enhanced monetary allowance will be sabject
tu all ather ferms and conditions contained in this Minmstry's letter reterred
to abiove.

3. This Issties with the concurrenoce of Ministry of Deience [Finarics) vidi
thedr wu.o. No 1S/05/86, dated 11488

Yours faithtully,
Sds-
(G Sharma)
Under Secretary to the Gowt, of Indin
Tele = 3016547







The Param Vir Chakra

Firstly: The Decoration shall be in the form of o medal and styled aned
desiznated the Foram Vir Chairs (hereinafter referred to as the Chakra).

eroudly: The medal shall be clecular In aliape, made of bronze, ons ani
three vighih inches in diamater, mnd shall have embossocd oo the obsierse
four replicas of “lmira’s Vajea” with the State Emblemn embossed in the
cenitne, O the reverse, it shall haye umbussed “Param Vir Chitkrs™ Trath
in Hiredi and in English with. two lotuy flowers betwaen the Hindi and
Hue Engllsh inseriptions. A sealed pattern of the decoration shall be
depomited and kopt.

1'hirdly: The medal shall be suspended from the left breast by a plain
purple m}mnﬁ:l mibanid of ore Wil o uacee Liwhes i swidih; o thass
necasidns when anly the riband &8 wom, s replice of Tindga’s Vajta™ in
miniature ghall b= fxed to the centng of the riband.

Fourthly: The Chakes shall be awarded for most conspicuous bravery,
e pome daring or pre-eminent ack of valour or self-sacrifice. in this presance
of the engmy, whether on land, at sea, or in'the air.

Fifthly: The Chakra may also be awarded posthumomsily.
Sisthy: The distincion shall bo conferred by the President

Seventhly: The names of these persons upon or on acvouni, nf whom
the Decoration may be conferred shall be published in the Gazette of Indis,
andd a Register theeadf kept under the direchions of fhe Frassiilent

Eighthly: The persins eligible for e Decoralion ol the Chakra shall be:

(a) Officers and men and women of all rinks of Naval, Military and
Adr Forcay, of any nf he Reserve Foreen, of the Terdiomal Army,
Ellitia and of any other Tawfully conshituted Arined Forces:

(n Mntmm, Sisters, Nurses and the Staff of the Nursing Services and
slher Services pestaining to [lospitaly and Nursing, ind Clviliang
of efther sex serving regulardy or lemporarily under the ordess,
directlons or sypervision of any of the above-mentioried Forces

Ninthly: If any recipient of the Chakry ahall again purfn:m'l such an act
of brravery as wonald have made him er her eligible to receive the Chakrs,
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such further sct of bravery shall be recorded by a Bar to be attoched o
the riband by which the Chakra is suspended, and for every such adul-
tional act of bravery, an addifiomal Bar shall be added, snd any such Bar
br Bare may also be awardod posthumously. For every Bar awirded o

Lica of the “lndm’s Vajra® m mimature shall be added o the riband
whom worn alone.

Tenthly: The miniature decaration which may be wormn on certain
oecasions by thost to whom the Dectration s awarded, shall be half the
size of the Chalrs-and a gealed pattern of the sajd ministure decoration
sh]l be deposited and kept,

Eluventily: Every nesipient of thie Chalria being erranking fimior in rank
by tlual of Secomd-Lieutenant In the case of Army, Sub Licotenant in the
case of Navy, and Pilot Officer in the vase of Air Force, shiall be entitled
foar lifie, fram the date of the act by which the Decoration has been gainesd,
to & monclary allowance. Hach Bar conferred shall carry with it an addi-
tiotial monetary allowancs. These allowances will be paid at such rates as
ihe President may preseribe. On thie death of o recipient of the Chalad to
wham this clause applies, the monctary allowance shall by paid to his
widow, untjl her death or re-marriaye, under such rules as may ba pre-
acvibed by the President. Where the award Is made posthumonsty to a
hachelor, the monetary allowance shall be paid o his father or mother,
und In case the posthumous awardee is a widbwer, the allowance ekall
be-paiid to his son or unmarried daughter, as (e case mmy e under such
rules as may be prescribed by the President.

Twelfthly: The President may cancel and annul the award of Chalkra

to any person together with any pension appertalning thereto not already

aid, and thereuporn his of hier name in the Register shall be erased and

i or she shilll be required to surrender his or her Insignin; but it shall

ba competent for the President to restore the Pecgration when auch can-

cellatiom and annuiment has subsequently been withdrawn, and with it
such pension as may have beon forfsite

Lastly: Motice of caricellation or restorstion in every caseshall be published
i the Gazefte of Dt



2639885
Company Quarter
Master Havildar
Abdul Hamid,
PVC (Posth.)

Company Quarier Mazier Havildar Abdul Hamid, san of Shri Llsman, was
bown on 1 July 1933, in village Dhamupus, Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh. He
wik enrolled n 4 Crenadiers on 27 December 1954, During hls Army
service ho was decoratod with Sainya Seva Medal with Clasp JéeK, Samar
seva Medal and Raksha Medal. ' '

During the Indo-Pak War 1965, 4 Trdian Division was entrusted with
& two-fold responsibility—capture Pak territory east pi Iehhogll Canal and
contan possible enemy attack on Kayur-Khem Raman axds. The Divigion
sucenaded in reaching Tchhogil but the powerful Fak offensive forcesd it
to fall back oo Asal Utlar, 1t settled hice to miest the enemy assault.

Iri the rew difenice plan of the Division, $ Grenadiers occopied 2 vital

areaahuad of village Chima on ruad Khem Kaman-fhikhiwind. A firm hold

on this aren was considered e=spritial to sustain the divisional plan of
defence. Ot the night of § September, the enemy made repeated probing
attucks an CGrenadiers pogitiona but was fristrated in all his atbempts.

The micsst serious threat, however, developed when the vnemy altacked
with a regiment of Patton tamks at 0800 hoars on 10 September. The attack
was preceded by intense artillery shelling so much so that every vard of
ground ocoupied by the bettallon was littered by o shell. By 0900 huours
the enemy tanks kad penctrated the forward company positions. At this
eritical jurichure Hamid was commanding 2 recoilless gun detachment,

Seeing the gravity of the situation, he moved out to a flank with his
gun mounted on 4 jeep, Intense eneny shelling and tank fire could not
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deter him From his nesw position, he knocked putthe deading enemy lank
with accurate fire. Then hechanped his [lmﬂ;mnand krneked utanother
enemy tank. By this fime the enemy who luﬂfﬁm’c‘lﬂl his position broushl
diwn coneentratud mackine gum ant) hish explosive lire on bim, Bul he
kept tn firing. ﬂu:-hﬁiﬂﬂhjlﬂl}?tmmarmwlnnhlmwmmﬁﬂh
winmided by o high Explbﬁ\ru shidll.

Throughout this action Abdul Hemid inspited his comrades fo put up
a p,alhrr.l fight t beat off the enemy tank azsmilt His sustzined act of
bravery wnd disregard for persanal safety, in the face of tonstant encey
fire, wan in it with the highest traditions of the Indian Ammiy.

COMH Abdol Hamid was awarded Pasm Vir Chiko, posthumonsly.
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JC-155825 A
Naib Subedar
Bana Singh,
PVC

MNaib Subsdlar Band Singh, som of Shil Amar Singh, was bom m village
Kadyal, Jammu, on 6 January 1949, He was unmllaim the Indisn Army
an B January 1969,

Dutlig June 1967, 8 Jammu & Kashmir Light Infantry was deployed
in Gischen ares, It was then found that a large number of Pakistani
infilirators had intruded in the Siachen Glacier, The ejection of theee
indillralors was considered difficalt bat necessary and a special task force
was; therefore;, constituted for the purpose. Naib Subedar Bana Singh
volunteered 1o join this force.

The Pak intrusion bad taken place at & height of A5 metres. The enemy
post was virtually an impregnable glacier forfross with lee walls, 457
metres high, on elther side Math Subedar Bana Singh led his men through
an extremely difficult and hazardous route. He inspired them by his
courage and leadership, He and his men erawled and closed m on the
adversary - Lobbing hond-prenades, charging with a bayninet and maving
from tm:"tch o trench; he cleatd the post of all intruders.

MNitbh Subedar Bana Singh was awarded Fﬂr&m Wir Chalera for conspicuous
gallantry and leadership under most adverse conditions.




4239746
Lance Naik
Ekka, Albert,
PVC (Posth.)

Lance Nalk Albert Ekka; son of Shrl Zulnis Ekka was born on 27 December
1942, in villajge Zaori, Ranchi, Bihar, He was enrolled i 14 Guards on
27 December 1962

Cruring the Indo-Pak War 1971, 14 Gitards was nsked to capture a
Pakistani positon at Gangasagar, 5% ki west of Agartala in the Fastern
sector, [t was awell-fortfied posidon held in good strength by the eremy.
Thre reduckion of this position was considered necessary as it was the key
ta the capture of Akhaum.

14 Cluards lzunchéd on attack on enemy positions at 0400 hours an
3 Ptk 1971 Albert Ekka sccompanded the left forward comipany af
the battalion in the attack. The asssulting Indian troops were subjected

to intensy shelling and heavy small arms fire by the enemy. Lance Nalk
Ekkz obmerved that an enemy light machine gun was beiching deadly fire
from a bunker, cavslng hesvy casuaities bo his company. Unmindiul sbout
his personal safety, he charged the énomy bunker, bayonetied two enemy
soldiers and sileneed the light machine gun. Though seriously imured in
this epcounter, he cantinued to fight alongside his comrades with eourage.
sevuring bunker after bunher.

Atter battlmyg through o distance of one and-a-half kilometres, whon
Elka and his cotnrades reached the northernend of thieobjoctive, soeenemy
medinm machine gun opened up from the second storey of & well-furtitied
building,. Itinflicted heavy casealties onIndians and held up thelr progress.
Omice again Elcks tose to the oceasion. Unmindiul of his personal safety,
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e -ermwled to the building and hured @ grenade into the bunker, One
enety soldier was killed and the other in uﬂ.-d But the medium machine
gun cowd not be silenced. Lance Naik then zcaled the sidewall
enfer the bunker. He bayonetted the epemy holding the burker and
silenced the deadly weapion. This saved his.company from further casualfivs
and engured suceess. Fhka died of the injunes suffered durine this hattle.
Az result of the fall of Gangasagar, tha southitn and south-western flanks
of Abhaura wﬂeﬂqmw,ﬂf and the enemy rear wis thosstened. Consquently,
the enemy was forced (o vacate Akhaura

Lance Naik Albert Ekla was awarded Param Vir Chakra for dsplaying
the most conspicucus valour and determination, posthumousty.




1C-14608

Major

Hoshiar Singh,
PVC

Major Hoshinr Singh, fon of Shel Hira Singh was born on 5 May 1938,
in village Sisana, Rohtak, Haryana He weschmnissioned inthe Grenadiers
Regiment an 30 June 1983, He was also Mentionod-in-Despatches,.
Diring the Indo-Pak War 1971, 3 Grenadiers spearhpaded the advance
ol 54 Infantry Division in Shakargarh sector on the Western fromt on the
‘might of 3 December. The battabion made quick gains i the frst fen days
ol wae, On 15 December, it was assl the task of establishing a bridge-
hend seross the Basantar dver. The river was covered with deep minefiplds
un both sides and protected by well fortified defences by the enemy.

Majlar Hoshisr Singh, the Commander of the 'C" Company launched
wes aitaick acenss Uie enemy minefield on Jarpal from the left. It was o wall
fortified position held in good strength by the enemy. The compary cane
umder intetse shelling and erossfire from enemy mestium michine guns
andl suffered heavy casunlties, The Grenadierd, however, dontinized the
asanull doggedly snd captursd their dbjective. In thie hattle; most of the
enerny bunkers could be cleared only after grim hand-to-hand fighting.

The enemy’s reaction to tha loss of Jarpal was violent. He put in shirp
countef-attacks, two of them supported by armour, to dislodge the
Grenadiers on 16 December, Major Hoshiar Singh, unmindful of the
ciwmy shelling and tark fire, wend from trenwh to trench, encouragin
Jris: mern to remain steadfast and fight. Inspired by his cpurage an
lpadership his company repulsed all attacks, inflicting heavy casualties on
the enemy.




On 17 December, he engmy mounted vet another attack m batlaling
strength with hedavy artillery in support: Though wounded serfously in
envemy shelimg, Major Floshinr Singh again went alone from trerch th
trench, moving m the open, On gne eccasion an enemy sholl landad near
his medium machine gun post, injuring the crew and rendering the gan
miperative. Major Heshiar Singh, realislog the importance of fire support
at this jancture rushicd o the machine gum pit and opefated the gan
inflicting heavy casualties on enemy. Thy ey sttak wal repulied, and
he beat a hasty reteeat leaving behind 85 dead inchuding the Commandimyg
Qfficer. '

Major Hoshiar Singh was seriously wounded in the battle bul he refused
evacuation fill the cezse-fire. During this grim struggle he inspired his
vommand to perform . outstanding acts of gallantry 1o doreat repeated
enemy attacks. He was decorated with Param Vi Chokea.




Jadunath Singh,
PVC (Posth.)

Naik Jadhnath Singh, son of Shrl Bir Bal Singh, was bom on 21 November
1916, in village Khajuri, Shajahanpur, Uttar Pradesh. He was enrolled in
1 Bajput on 21 November 1941

The captyre of Thangar on 24 December 1947 pliced {he Pak raiders in
an advantageaus position in Naushahra sector. Being in full command of
the communleation lines from Mirpur to Punch they could now bulld up
thetr forces for attack on Naukhahra, Indians wese alive to this threat. In
Tanuary 1948, they conducted some operations to prevent the enemy build
up in the area and in the process ocrupled Kot villuge to the norih-west
of Naukhahra

T nry case an sttack on Naushahra wes imminent. Bogadier Lsman
ol b Bl) Para Brigade had made adeguate preparation io theart this attack
by establishing strong pickets on possille ensmy approaches, Une of these
appronchies lay to the north of Nuushahrs through Tain Thar,

The expacted enemy attack came on the foggy morning of & February,
a1 0644 hours. The enemy started the attack by opening fire fram thelr
pickets un thie Tain Dhar ridge on an Indian patrol. Simultaneous]y. the
whole of Tain Dhar feature and the surmouncing. hills bedame lve with
bursts of machine gun and erunches of mortar fire, Meanwhile undier e
cover of darkness the enemy crept up to the Indian pickets. In the hrst
light of dawn the men in the post saw thousands of hostiles cresping up
to them
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On the crucial day of & Febroary, MNaik Tadunath Singh was in comminn
of a forward post of picket No, 2 ot Tain Dhar, Tha post was-gamsoned
s nine-men. The eowmy lasnched his atlack In successive waves to take
this post The first wave swept thie area uplo the post. At this fimeture
Naik Jacdunisth Singh displayed great valowr and superb leadership and
ueed his =mall foree in such o monnor that e enemy retreated in ke
comfusion, When four of his men were wounded he reorganised the
battered foroe: for mecting another anslhnght, The post did not wive in
despite (s being outnumbered

When all men induding himsell wera wounded, hepersonally tock over
the bren gun from the wounded bren-gunner. The enemy was now nght
an the walls of the post. The Nl unmindful of persomal safety encouraged
his men to fight, His fire wis so devastating that what loaked like 3 certain
defeat was tumned inte a viclory, The enemy retreated In chaos leaving
dead znd wounded littersd on the ground. Thus the post was-saved 3
spend Hmis,

Hy now all men of the post had turned into casualties: The enenry put
in his third and final attack determinedd to caplure the post. Nk fadunath
singh, wounded and alone, rose to give & battle for the tird time. He came
out of the Sangarand frimg his sten guncharged onthe advancing enemy.
The surprised enemy fled in disorder. He met a gallant death, m this third
and lpst charge when two enemy bullyts plerced him in the head and the
chest. At a most critical stage in the battle for the defence of Naushahrs,
he saved his picket from being overrun by the ensmy.

Naik Jadunath Singh was awarded Param Vir Chitkra, poathumously,




JC-4547
Subedar
Joginder Singh,
PVC (Posth.)

Subedar Joginder Singh, son of Shel Sher Singh, wae bom an 26 Seplember
1921, in village Mahla Kalan, Moga, Faridkot, Punjab. Hewas enrollod in
1 Sikh an 28 September 1936,

Dhuring the Singlndian Caonflicl 1962, Subedar Joginder Singh com-
manded a platoon in Tawang sector of NEFA. While halding 2 defonsite
position dn & ridge in Tongperig La hrea o Bum La axis, the platoon
noticed Meavy ensmy concentration apposite Bum La acress the MohMahon
Line on 20 Octaber. This was indeed prepsmtory to the Chinese advance
on Bum La axds on 23 Ovtber.

At 0530 hours on 23 October the Chinese launched a heavy attack on
thie Bum La axds: The intention was fo achieve it breakthrouih 1o Tawanig.
The enemy attacked the Ridge in three waves, sgeh aboul 200 sitong, The
attack was pupported by artillery and maortar fire, besicles other weapons.
The fierce resistance of the Sikh platoon, however, compellid the enemy
to full back with heavy lasies. Bul he regnouped quickly and launched a
fresh attack under the cover of &n-artillery barrage. However, Subedar
Joginder Singh and his platoon stoad frm like s rock before the advancing
enemy. In this fierce action the platoon lost hall of it men but pot the
will to fight Subedar Jugindes Singh, despite 2 wound m the thigh, refused
evatuntion, His platodn also refused to yigld dny ground o thé enemy.

The last wave of the Chincse attack, which was more determined and

more forceful followed next. Now the platoon had very few men left to

fight Subedar Joginder Singh, therefore, manned a light machine gum and
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Lilled a lange mumber of enemies. Buit he could ot stem the tide of the
enemy udvance singlehanded. The Chinese continued adviancing with
liftle concern for the cosualtics. By now all ammunition with the platoon
hiad beenexhausted, When the situstion became desperate, Subedar Jogincdor
Singh anid his men emerged from their position with fixed bayonets,
shouting the Sikh battle oy “Walte Gurugi ke Ehales, Wihe Grorafi 8 Falsh”,
Thiey fell upon lhe advancng enemy and bayonetted many to daath.
Finally, better witspons and nuriserical superiority of the enemy prevatled,

Subedar Joginder Singh was awarded Param Vir Chakra for his inspiring
leadership, courage and devoliem (o daty, posthumously.




Lance Naik Karam Singh, son of Shri Uttam Singh was bira on
15 September 1915, in \'ﬂlu.ge Sehna, Barnals; Tumjab. [Te was emolled in
1 Sikh on 15 September 1941, He had earned a Military Medal in World

Was

During the Jamimu & Kashmir operations in the summer of 1945 the
Indizn Army made substential gsink in Tithwal sectar. This led to the
capturs of Tithwal on 23 'May 1948, The enemy flad tn utter confusian
across the Kishanganga after dumping his arms and cquipment 1n the
river. Bt ﬂwmqu&lymﬁﬁrm this shock He reorganised
Fris furces and mivined 4 siroig comter-attack to secover the lost ground.
Ax a result, the ndioms could not withstand the enemy pressure and

withdrew from lheir positions ocross river Kishanganga. Finally, they

settlod on the Tithwal ridge fo take on the enemy.

The battje of Tithwal wenton for months. The enemy could not, hpwever,
make a dent on Indian defences. On 13 October, he lsunched & desperate
attack in brigale Strength to evict the Indians from their strongly held
positians. His objéctive was to recapture Richhmar Gsli to the south of
Tithwal and to outflank the Indians by marching on to Nastachur Pass
to the east of Tithwal Both his atiempts were foiled. During this attack
ﬂh:mhhhﬂrl'[ghﬁngmnknlm in Richhmar Gall area on. the nighe of
13 October. The attsck commenced with hesvy sholling of guna s
maorter. The fire was so devastating thal nearly all bunkers n the platoon
acga ware damaged, In this action 1 Sikh-played a very mponant role in
beating back the enemy onslaught
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Larice Naik Karam Singh was commuaridirg o forward dutpost when the
enamy launched thesttack. His post wais attacked by the esemy in vastiyv
superior strength, said fo be ten times more than the Indians. 'I'fl.&p'::-ﬁmnn
was attacked eight times mrl thit Sikhs repulsed the enemy every time
When ammunition ran shorl, Karm Siogh joined the main CLmpEnY
posttion, lmowing fully well thist due to heavy enemy sheiling no Jelp
woulkd be fortheoming. Although-himself waunded, he birougeht bk bwo
injured comragdis with the Twlp of & third mate. Ringed by enemy fice, it
wiis almiost memilhle foe e to ek oul, Tenieing nll dangers, Kararmn
Singh erawled from place to place encouraging his men 0 kesp tp the
ﬂg'ht (Mten e beat back |"|."IE-EI'IFI1'IF with gremsdes. Twice wonndiid, he
refused syacuation and continoed o bold on to the frst-line trenches:

The fifth enemy attack was very itense. Two enemy soldiers r.a.me 50
close to his position that he eoald ot engage them without hitting his men,
Earam jumped out of hid trench, and before anyone could realise
what had ppemd, bavorstied the two intruders to desth. This bold
gction so demoralised the enemy that he broke off the attack. Three more
enemy attacks which followed wese also repuliced by Karam Stngh and
hig mieny,

Lanee Nalk Karam Singh was awarded Param Vie Chakra for his
cutstanding role n the battle of Tithwal, He was an insproafion o his
comrades ond a terror to the enemy.




1C-25067

Second Lieutenant
Khetarpal, Arun,
PVC (Posth.)

Sevemd Llsutenant Arun Khistakpal, son of Brigadier M L Khetarpal, was
bam on 14 October 1950, it Pune, Maharashira: He was:conmissioned
i e Fpona TTorse (17th Queen Victoria 's:0wn Cavalry) on 13 June 1971,

During the [rlo-Pak War 1971, the 47 Indian Infantry Brigade, with
Poons Horse under commuand, was ordered o estzblish n bridge-heaid
neross the Basantar rivet in Shakargarh seetor. The infantry completed the
task by 2100 Hours.on 15 December, [twasnow {or tho engineers to breach
the enemy mincfelds and makp a zafe lang for the inducton of Poona
Harse in support of the bridge-head. While the engineers wiere half way
through their task the lndian troops at the bndge-head reported aluirming
activity of the enemy srmout. They requested immediate tank support
But the miresficld had been cleared only partially by that time. At this
critical juncture the Poona Horse decided to push through the mine-field
come what may. By first light on 16 December, the regiment established
a link-up betwesp the armour and the mfantry at the bridge-head,

AL DB00 howrs, the enemy maidlea connferatack with anarmour regiment,
under the cover of smoke-screen. The target was the regimental pivop at
Jarpal. As the Indians were beavily oitnumlered, the Commander of the
B Squadron requested remforcement. Atthat time Second Lisuiemant Arm
Khetarpal was positioned close to the squadron with his troops in two
tanks. He answered the call saud moved out to face the enermy attack. On
the way his troops came under fire from enemy strong points and recollless
gun nests, in the bridgebesd zome. Khelarpal flercely afincked these
stromg-points, over-ran defences and captured many enemy soldiers md
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recolllsss puns at pistal paint During one of these stacks, the commesider
of his second fank was killed on the spot leaymg him alone, But he
centinued pttack on the enamy stenngholds singlehanded, antil all enemy
positions were overwhilmed. Fie then raeed to the "B Squadron position,
By the fime he reacliod there, the eneny tanks were on the retseat. He
purstied and destroved ofe of these tanks. The commiandercould persuade
hitn to fall back in line after great difficulty,

The enemy soon reformed for a second attack. This Hime he chiose the
sectir beld by Arun Khotarpal and twe other afficers, for this main attack
He employed o comipliete srmoured squadron against eise theee tanks
in order to achieve a breakthrough. A fierce tank battle followed. As many.
a5 ten enemy tanks wirre destroyed and of these Anm Ehetarpal alone
destroyed four In the thick of the hattle two ol e th‘l!l: Indian fanks
became castaltivi—enue wes hil and another selfered mechanical fallure
The third tank Le Khetarpal’s tank, also reccivdd a shot and burst into
flames. The Cotmrinder of the taink troops ordesed Khetarpal to abandon
the burning tank, But realising the useful role of his tank in preventing
a breakthrough be cammunicated the following message to his com-
mander:

N wizr, [will ot shandon e ank; my guncas sall workmg and 1 wall
get these hastards "

Then he set about destroying the remaining enemy tanks. The 1ast
enemy tenk which he shot was barely 100 myetres from, bis pailtion. Al
this stoge his tank received 2 gecond hit. The brave seldier met his death
denymg the enemy the intended breakthrough.

For most consplouous wallanitry in thie face of the enemy, Second
L lenant th'zrpal was awarded Param Vir Chakra, m;l-hummu.a!;-




IC-32907 F
Major
Parameswaran,

Ramaswamy,
PVC (Posth.)

Major Ramaswamy Parameswaran, son of Shri K.S. Ramaswamy, was
born on 13 September 1946, in Bombay, Malurashiea, He was granted
Shurt Sevice Commizssion in the Mahar Regiment on 16 January 1972 He
took part in a number of operations underiaken by the Indian Army.

Under the IndoSm Lanka Agroement many Indisn Azmy units were
desprtchied o S Linlie to maintain lsw and arder there. The Mahar, the
urit of Major Parameswaran, was also sent to Sri Lanka to participate in
'Op Fawarn'. '

On 25 November 1967, Major Parameswaran was returning with his
column from a search operation late in the night Saddenly, his column
wag ambushed by a group of militenes, With grest presence of mind he
anciroled the militants from the rear and boldly charged on them. This
compietely surprised the enemy, During Haoid to hand combat that fal-
Iowed, one militant shot him in the chest. Undaunted by his grave injury,
he snatched the rifle from a militant and shot him dead: Though eritically
waunded he continued to give orders and Inspire his command Hll he
bréathed his last. The ambush was finally clesamd. In this action five
miljtants were killed and three rifles and two rocket launchers were
eaptured.

Major Parameswaran was awarded Param Vir Chakra for the most
conspicuous bravery and supreme sacrifice, posthumotsly.




2831592
Company Havildar

Major
Piru Singh,
PVC (Posth.)

Compary Havildar Major Pirti Singh, son of Shri Lal ﬁngl\. wits botn in
village Beri, [hunjtuinu, Rajusthan, on 20 May 1918, e was enrolled in
6 Rajputans Hifles.on 20 May 1936,

Dhuring Jammu & Eashmir operations, the Pakistant raiders mounted
] mmug:uuniaruffmwh Tithwal sector i July 1948, Tho cnemy ralded
and caphured 2 ring contour on 8 ju]} 1948. He aléo forced the Tndians
to) wacate their forward positions: across niver Kishomganga: After the
sethack the Indion troops took position on the ‘l"rlhwa ridpe. AL Hhis
paneture & Rajputana Rifles was meved from Uri to Tithwal to strengthin
the 163 Brigade In ik impending offensive in the ssctar,

The Indian oftensive commenced-on 17 July. Thieoperation wenton wiell
tifl 15 July: The reconnatesanes reports, however, revenled that enemy was
holding a high feature in the area and that I cpture was eseential for
um!a:lrtg any further progeess. Further abhead lay another feature alu held
in strength by the enemy, 6 Eﬂfpu[ﬂ:ﬂ.ﬂ Rifles was asslgned the task of
speuring [hese two features: The "1 Climpany was (o secure thie frst
feature, The 'C* Company was to capture the sacond feature atter the “TY
Company had sarried oul its sk The “[¥ Company liunchet its attack
on the objective at 0180 hours on 18 July. The path to the objective wis
about one melre wide with desp ravines on eithvr side. Overlooking this
narrow path wers the hidden enemy bunkers, The company was subjeched
to heavy fire and within kalf an howr it suffered 51 casualties.

Muring this battle Company Havikdar Major Piru Singh was with the
leadimg sectinn of the company, more than kalfal which was mowed dowen
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by thie divvastating fire of the enemy. He rushed forsard 10 deal with the
emimy -medinm machine: gun post which waa playing havoe with his
woops, Enemy grenade splinters ripped open his cothes and wounded
several parts af bis body. But this dld nol deter him, He continued the
advanee, shouting the battle cry, “Kaja Ramchandra Ki Jai” Rushing
furwaid lie bayonetted the crew of the enemy mediom machine gun, with
fin owresten gun, silenced the menacing pun and oceupied the post.
By this time all his companions lay behind either dead arwdnnded. The
resporsibility of clearing the enemy from the hill featire lay with him
aloms. Bleoding profusely he inched forward to stteck the secand enemy
medium maching gun post At this juncture n grenade wounded him in
the tace. The blood dripping from his forehead almost blirded him. By
sy all sten pun ammundtion with him had besn spent. He enuragenusly
ceawlid out of the oocupied enenty trench and hurled grenadies al the next
enemy post. Pird Singh then fummpied into another rench and bayonetted
two enemy soldiers to death. When be was rushing out of this trench to
capture another trench, a biellet hithim on the head. But before he fell down
dead, he had hurled a grenade inlo the enemy trench.

CHM Pire Singhrpaid with his life for this singularly brave act and Jeft
{or his comrades a unique example of single-handed bravery and deter-
mined coorage. He was awanded Param Vir Chakma, posthumously.




| B IC-7244
o . Second Lieutenant
Rane, Rama Raghoba,
PVC

Secand Lieutenant Rama Raghoba Rane, spnoof Shri £ 1 Rane, wags bom
on 26 June 1918, in village Chendia, North Kamira, Maharashira. He was
:u[ﬂmj_nm.n"mi im A O lp el il hnyurm'i'ﬁnn 15 Liecember 19947, |12 rehred
as A Major in 1968, Daring his 21 yesrs" survice with the Indian Army he
earniad 5 Menlioned-in-Despatches.

O 18 March 1948, theIndian Army recaptured [hingar, which was lost
to the enemy in Decamber 1947 the Indlan troaps then plmped an
advante from Naushshro to Rajauri to protect the natives from thie atroci-
ties of the raiders Hali-way lay the Chingas, on the old Mughal route to

4 Diogra commencad the advance to Rejaur on 8 April 1948, 1L attacked
the Barwall ridge, eleven klometres narth of Naushahra sd caphured it
after driving out the enemy from well-prepared positions, Bal heyond
Barwali, the increasing number of road-blocks and minefields nbstracted
the progress of the battalion. Even armowr could not cross over thivse
abstacles.

During this eritical phage Second Lisatenant Rane anid his section of 37
Assault Field Company, attached to 4 Dogra, performesd yeoman service
As the seetion started clearmg a mine-feld on 8 April, two sappers werne
killed and five othurs including Rane were injured In enemy mortar fire.
However, Rare and bz men complated the work by thas evertmg el
snabled the tanks to push forwacd. But e enemiy had not been cleansl
from (he area and the road abead was sl unssfe tor the advence: Seconid

ar




Lirutenant Rone worlied during the night to prepare a safe lane for the
taniks. On 9 April his min cantinuously worked for twelve hours bo clear
mines and remove road-blocks, Where the road was folind nnegotiable
b made 4 diverston for the column to pass-through, Second Lisutanant
Hane continued this work m the face of enemy artillory and mortar fire.

On 10 Agnj , b wokis up eatly to resume work or the rosd-block, which

could not be ceared the previows nighl, He cleared this huge road-block
of § big pine trees, surrounded by mines and coversd by intisnsive maching
g fire, within e hooes. Indians advanced another 13 km on this day
before they enpountered anather majer road-binck. 'The enemy P:I"ﬂ.'.t?iﬂ
perched on the adjvining hilly were guarding all approaches 1o this road-
block. Sedond Livwlenanl Rane drove Lo the road-biock fn-a tank wand
crouching ursder it blasted the Block with mines. He thus opericd the road
befure the end of the night

On 11 April, he warked lor seventeen bours t open the road to Chingas
and beyond, Sacand [ledtenant Rane made a substantial contribution in
facilitating the Indian advande o Bajauti. It cost theenermy abeiit 500 dead
and many more wounded. I olso helped in saving many innocent lives
mﬂhu]_ga:.. and Rajpuric Tha citation resd: “Hol for the Erl']]:l'l determination
and tirelens diligence of Livttenant Rine, who worked ceaselessly, our
cobimm could not have reached Chingas—an mmportant festoe which
gucired for us 5 vantage position o advance further™.

The gailant etfort made by Seoond Lieutenant Rene during this crucial
advance to Rajeuri earned him Param Vir Chakra,




I1C-8497

Capt Salaria,
Gurbachan Singh,
PVC (Posth.)

Captain Gurbachan Singh Salaria, son of Shei Monshi Bam, wis borm o
29 November 1935, in village Jangal, Gurdaspur, Punjab. He was
commilssloned in 1 Gorkha Billes on 9 June 1957

Alter the Belgians quit Congo, o civil war situntion developed in that
codnlry. When the LN decided upan military mtervenlion Lo retrigve the
situation, Indis contributed & brigade of 3000 men to the UN Force. In
Neovember 1961, [he Security Coundl devided o put a slop Lo the hostile
activities of the Katanpese froops in Corigo, This greatly angered Tshombe,
the secessionint leader of Katanpa, amd he intensitisd his ‘hate lhe LIN/
curpaign. The result was mereased violerce ogainst UN personnel.

On 5 Decemnber 1961, 2 3/1 GR Company supported by 3-inch mortar
attacked a road-block, established by Katangese troups, betwesn HQ
Katanga command and the Elizabethville airfield at o strategic round
abonst. The enemy road-block wes destroved and the Gorkhas sstablished
a LN road-block these. When Captain Salasia in a platoon strength tried
to link up with the Gorkha company to reinforce the road-block, he met
strong oppasiticnin the old airficld area, Heavy automatlc and small arme
firewas brought down on his force by the enemy from 3 dugan position
on the right flank. The encmy held the area strongly with twoarmoeared
cors and 90 men. Captain Salaria was not deterred | by the superior enemy
strength and fire power. He decided to take on him head-long to achicve
the objective.

Thae Gorkhag charged the ehiemy with Eayonets, khukris and hand-
pronades, A rockel-launcher supported them i the: atteck In Lhis sharp
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ericotnter, Capiain Salaris snd his men killed 40 of the enemy and khocked
wut two armdusd. cas, This bold acton completely demuoralised the
enemy who fled helter-shelter despite numerical superiority and well
fortified positions. In this engagement, Caprtain Saalndn wits wounded in
the neick by & burst of enemy automatic fire, but i fgnored the injury and
contnued to ﬁ.,hl.iillhu collapsad due bo excessive blpeding. Subseguently,

he died of his grave wounds. Twelve other mrksmmu]mmuundad in.
this action, Captain Salaria gallantly prevented the enemy from going to
}he mm;dahuut thereby saving the UN Headquarters in misabeﬂxﬂﬂt

roin encite

Captain Sateris s awardad Paras Vit Chakiea: e extraordinary
leadership; courage and devotion to duty, posthumously,



10877 F (P)
Flying Officer
Sekhon,

Nirmal Jit Singh,
PVC (Posth.)

Flyitg Officor Nirmil Jit Singh Sekhon, son of Warrant Officer (Ilon Tt
LE) Trilok Singh Seichon, was born on 17 July 1943, in village Rurka Isewal,
Liadhiana, Punjab. He was commissioned in the Indian Air Foree on 4 June
1967, Fe wem the first Pazam Vie Chukea for the Indian Adr Force during
Indo-Pak War 1971,

Flying OlticerSekhon wis a pilot in 5 Grat detachment based at Srinagars
for the air defence of the valley. Indin was bound by an international
agreemant not (o base its air defenee aireraft at Srinagar. Therefore, the
pilots whiowers hueridly brought to Srinagas st the outbreak of hostilitios
with Pakistan, were neither familiar with the termain nor scclimeétséd o
the winter rigours. of Kashmir, Nevertheless, during the war, Flg Offr
Sekbon and his collesgues fought Pakistani air raids with velowr and
determination. The reputation of the Gnat was safe in thelr hands.

Oni 14 December 1971, Srinagar alrfield was attacked by o wave of six
Pakistani Sabre jels. Sekhon was on svadinesi duty at that time: Soon e
enermy aireraft started hovering over the airfield. The straffinge of vanous
targets an the ground [pllowed. Atlimpting to take off with enemy atreral}
avethead was inviting mortal danger. But Flg Offr Sekhon, anmindful of
his safory, flew his Goat to engage the bwo attackiny Sebres. In the air battle
that ensued he secured o direct hit on one Sabre and set another ablaze.
The latter was seen heading away fowards Rajauri, trailing smoke and
flame, Al this juneture lour more Pakistani Sabres came gn the scens and
surrounded his aleceaft. He chose to give a fight again In the dog fight
that erisuied at-treetiop leviel, he held on against the numerieally superior

—
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enemy for same time. Eventually, his aiveraft was hil and he was killel
Fut Fle Offr Selhon hatl achieved his dbjective. Thie coemy airceaft fed
from the scene of the batthe without pressing home the intended attacs
on Srinagar town and airfield.

The supreme gallantry, fiying skill and defermination displayed by
Plying Offieer Sekhim earned him the Param Vir Chnkra, pasthuimousiy.



IC-6400

Major

Shaitan Singh,
PVC (Posth.)

Muajor Shaitan Smgh;, son of LECol Hem Sinachii, was born on 1 Decembar
1924, in willage Banasar, Jodhpur, Rajasthan, He was commissioned in the
Kumaon Regiment on 1 August 1949,

During the Sino-Indian Condlict 1962 13 Kumaon was deployed in
Chushul secler, The © Company of the bettalion led by Major Shaitan
Singh held a crudal position ot Resang La, at a beizht of 5000 metres, The
mmpany arca was difondsd by five platoon positions and the terrain
isnlated it from the rest of the battalion.

The expected Chinese attuck on Rezang 12 came on 18 November in
the morming, It was the end of & very cold wanter night The 1oy winds
howling through Rezang La were biting and benumbing. In the dim light
of the momibng the Chinise were sten sdvancng tthEh nullahs to
attack N7 and 8 Platoon positiona. Thie Indians fell on their preparesd
progitions 1o (ace the eneoy offungive, At 0500 hours when the visibility
improved bath platoons opened up on the advancing enemy with nfles,
light macline guns, grenades and mortars: The nullahs were Httered with
dead bedies. The survivors toak position behind boulders and the dead
bodies.

The enemy was nof, however, discpuraged. He subjected the Indian
poatlinns lo Inlense actillery and mortar fire at about 0540 hours, Soon
abiout three hundred and fifty Chinese commenced advange through the
nulizhs This dme No. 9 Platoon which held Hre tl] the enemy wss within
30 metres opened up with all weapons in their pessession. Within minutes,
the mullahy were again full of dead bodigs.
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Unsuccesshul i frontal ateack, the enemy, approximately 400 strong,
then attacked from the rear of the company postion. They simultareous
ppened intense medium machine gun fire on Nv.B Plaloon. This attar
was contained at the barbed wire fencing of the pash The enemy then
restrted to hexvy artillery and morter shelling, An asseult group of 120
Chingse also charges] No. 7 Platoon posi tion from the rear, Indian 3" murtar
bors killed many of them, When 20 suryivers charged the post. about
a dozen Kumaonts rushed out of their trenches 1o kg the in s hand-
to-hand comliat, Meanwhile, the enbmy brought up frésh reinforcements,
The encirclemint of 7 Platoon was niow complete. Thi platoon, however,
fought valiantly till there was no survivor No. 8§ Flitogn piso fought
bravely to the jast round

Majpr Singh, the Company Commander, displayes] esemplary leader-
ship and courage In the battle of Rezang La. Ha led his troops most
admirably. Unmiindful of bis pensomat safety he-moved from one platoon
pﬁﬁrtnlrlﬂﬂﬂﬂfmdmmnged his mun o fight. While moving among
the posts he was seriously wounded. But he comtinued to fight along with
his men. While he was being evacuated by two other ranks, the Chinese
brought heavy muchine gun fire on tham, Major Singh sensed d::ﬁﬂ
ﬂw:ummdmuhﬂmiﬂmmm!ﬂnmhmhﬂwnmm'mnks ! fim
piehind 2 boulder an the slopes of a hill whene he breathed his 1-.E.ﬂt In this
action 109 Kumaonis out of & ftal of 123 were killed. The Chinese suffered
many more in killed, Afer the war was over, the body of Major Singh
was found at the game place, [t wall Aown o Jodlipur and eremated with
full mulitary hmuum-

Mnam:ﬁ Singh was awarded Param Vir Chalaa for his supreme
hip and devation to duty, posthumeudly,

M




1C-521

Major

Sharma, Somnath,
PVC (Posth.)

Major Somnath Sharma, son of Major Ceneral A N Sharma, was born on
47 Jamuary 1923, at Dadh, Kangra, Himachal Pradesh. Heweas commissioned
in the Kumaon Regiment on 22 February 1942, During the Second Werld
War he had fdught In the Azakan Operations. He was the firt Indian to
be Honowred with Param Vir Chakea. Elis brother General VN Shamma
werved as Chisf of the Army Staff, Indian Army, during 1988-188(0.

Pakistan launched the tribal invasion of Jemmo arl Kashmir on
49 Cletober 1827, The Hitention was to grab the Kashmir valley by force.
As the State becamea park of the Indian Union on 26 October, her prolection
becume the responsibility of India. To save the Staie from this trikal
invagion, which was appmaching lhe valley at a very fast pace, India
despatehed troops tn Srinagar. The first batch of Indian troops reached
jigL in lime an 27 moening to stop the eneaty oo the outskirts of Srimagar.

The D Company of 4 Kutmaon, led by Major Somnath Sharma, was air-
liftee! to Srnagar on 31 October. When his company was asket o mss
tu Sriagar, Major Sharma’s arm was [n plastes, He Had suffered & fracture
an e hockey ground and was advised est Gl the plaster was munoyed.
Bt he insisted on being with his company at this crucial hour and was
allowed togo.

Meanwhile, the Tain thrust of the bal invasion of Srnagar had been
blursted by 1 Sikh at Patan. The encmy now resorterd to guerlls tectics fo
sneak Into the valley. But the induction of more troops into Srinagar
erabiled the Indians to take care of the sumoundidg arsss better. On
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3 November astrong fighting pairol comprising 3companies wasdespatehed
to reconnaltre the Badgam area to lonk for raiders approoching Srinagar
from the northem direction. By (930 hours the troope had estabiished s
firm base ot Badgam. As no enemy was seen during patrolling, o
comnpanies moved back o Srinagar by 1400 hoors. D Coy led by Major
Sharma which had token up position south of Badgam was, heweser,
asleed to stay on In the ar=a Hll 1500 hours. '

AL 1435 hours 1 Coy was subjected to firing from some hiouees of
Badgam village The coy did not retum the fire for fear af killing innocent
prople of the vitlaze. While Major Sharma was discussing this threat with
the Brigade Commander, suddenly a lirge force of e enemy, ahput X
=trong, appeared [rom 4 depression to the west of his pesition. It attacked
the cov with small armis, mortar and heavy autmmalics, The accurste and
devantating Hre of the enemy inflicted heavy comialties on the Indians
Majar Sharma understood the gravity of the sifuation amd the imminent
threat to buth Srinagar town and the arrficld was lpoming large before his
eyes. The danger of losing Both was real He wrged his coy to fight the
enemy doggedly. He nmhed acrass the open ground to his sections,
expuming himsalf ko enemy fire. e also lald oul panels (6 puide own
afrcraft o thoir targots in the face of enemy fire

The company hald on for gix hours sgalnet heavy odds- When heavy
casunlties adversely affected the firing power of the company, Major
Shasria, with his right hand in plaster, ook Upon himsel the sk of filling
the magazines and issuing them o men, operating light machine guns.
While he was busy fighting the enemy a mortar shell exploded on the
ammumnitiun near him. That ended the promising career of young Major
Sharmia who had not vet completed twenty-flve vears of his life. In his
last message to the Brigade Fleadguarters hi said “T shall not withdraw
an: inch but will fight to the last man and the last roond™, In the battle
of Baclgam Major Sharms, one JCO and 20 other ranks of the 2 Coy wers
killed. But their sacrificos did not go in vain, Major Sharma and his men
stepumed the e of eremy advance on Srinagar and the airfisld for soma
very crucial hiours.

‘Major Sharma set an example of fine leadership and great courage. Tle

wits awarded Faram Vir Chakm, posthumously,




IC-5565

Lt Col Tarapore,
Ardeshir Burzorji,
PVC (Posth.)

LiCiol AB, Tarapore, son of Shei 8.7, Tarapare, was bom an 18 Angus!
1923, in Bombay, Maharashtre. He jained the Hydesabad Stale Forcs n
1942 and saw active service in West Asia during thie Sevond World War.
Fe was commissioned in the Poona Horse on | April 18951

Thie biggest tank battle of the Indo-Pak War 1965 ok place at Phillora,
In Sialkot sectar. During the southern theust of the Indian Army on Kalul-
Phillara axis the 17 Horse commanded by Lt Col Terapars advancsd on
the right Aunk On L1 Seplemnber 1965, the regiment was asgizmed the task
of delivering the matn armouwred kst for capturing Phillora. Tt decided
uptn launching a surprise sttack tn Phillorz from the rear, To achieve the
surprise, whin the regiment was thrasting forward between Phillora and
Chawinda; it was suddenly counter-attacked by the enemy’s heayy anmour
from Waziswall, Lt Col Tarapore defied the enemy’s charge, held his
ground and gallantly sttagked Phillio with one of his sguadrons suprportsd
by an Infantoy battalion. Though under contirnwus enemy Enkand astillory
fire, Lt Col Tarapore remained unperturcbed throughouot this acton, When
wnunded, he refused to be evacuated.

On 14 Septembor 1965, he led his regiment to capture Wasirwall.
nmindful of his injury, he again led his regimentand captured Jessoran
arid ButheDoirandl vn 16 September 1965 In this battle s own tank was,
hit sevesal Himes. But despite the adds, he maintained his pivots &t btk
thiese places amid thereby helpod the supparting infantry to attack Chawinda
from the rear. Inspired by his leadership, the regiment fercely
attacked the snemy armour mnd destroyed approximately sixty eneniy

v




tanks, subering only nine tanks casualties. Lt Col Tarapore wés mortally
wounced.

The valotis displayed by Lt Col Tarapare in this acton, lasting &b days,
was in kesping with the highest traditions of the Indian Army. He way
avwirded Tasam Vir Chikea, posthumiously.



IC-7990

Major

Thapa, Dhan Singh,
PVC

Majtr Dhan Simgh Thips, son of Shri PS5 Thapa, was bom an 10 April
1428, at Shimls, Hinachal Pradish. He was commissioned in 8 Gorkho
Riflez on 28 August 18485

The Sirijap valley, north of Pangong lake in Ladakh, was considered
vitil for the defence of Chushul afrfield. 1/8 Garkha Rifles held outposts
there 1o thwatt any enemy encroachment in the area. One of these ot
pusts named Sirfjap-1 wis held by a platocn of © Company under Major
Dihan Singh Thape when the Chinese attick came on 21 Octobar 1962

At D600 hours on 21 October 1982, the Chiness opsned a barrage of
artillery and mortar fire over Sidjap-1 post. The shelling continued ll
0830 hours and the whole area was set ablove, Some shells ell on the
command post and dameged the wireless set. This put the post out of
commission.

The Chingse then attacked the outpost in overwhelming rumbers. Major
Thiapa and his men repulsed the attack, inflicting heavy casualties on the
enemy. But the Chinese were not difmayed by the defeal They mounted
anoiler attack tn greater number affer shelling the area with artillery and
mipttar fire, Major Thapa again rose (0 the occasion and repulsed the
nttack, mflickng heavy losses on the enemy. In this atack, he also suffered
lewsis but these could not weaken his determination. He enpouraged his
mien to be prepared for a thind assault, which came after a shortwhile
indesd.
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The third Chinese aftack was, howeves, more powerful and Intense.
The ehemy now came with tanke in support of the infantry. The platoon
post was now in a much depleled stremgth owing to cazualties suffered
in earlier attacks. Bul the post held out HIl the ammamition lasted. When
it was finally vverrun by (he Chinese. Major Thapa jumped out of his
tratch and killed many intruders in hand-to-hand ﬁgl:j.mg He was
eventually overpowered and coptured.

For this act of bravery Major Thapa was awacded Param Vir Chakra.
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The Mahavir Chakra

Firstly; The Decorttion shall be o the form of & medal and styled and
designaled the Mehwdir Chakes (hereinafter referred to as the Chakra),

Secandly: The medal shall be eiteular in shape and of standard silver,
one and thres—sighth inch mn diameler, and shall have embossed on the
abwerss a live-pointed heraldie star with the potits of the star just touching
the rim. The star shall have in the centre & domed gilded State Emblem.
O e reverse, 1t shall have pmbosaed Mabasir CHikea both in Hindl and
in English with two lotus fowets betwien the Hindi and the English
nscriptions: A-sealed pattorn of the Decoration shall be deposited and
kept.

Thirdly: The medal shall be suspended from the left breast by a half
white and half range riband of one and a quarter inches in width; arange
nearest to the left shoulder, '

Fourthly: The Chakra shall be awarded for acts of gallantry in the
presence of the enemy whether on land, at sea. o in the air.

Fifthly: The Chalkrs may also be awardod posthumonsly.
Sixthly: The Decoration shall be conforred by the President.
Sevenithly: The names of thase persare upon or on sacount of wham,

the Decorntion may be conforred shall be published in the Gazette of It
and a Rogister thereof kept under the directions of the President.

Eighthly; The persons eligible for the Decoration shall be-

{a) Olfiers and men and womén ofall ranks of the Naval, Military and
Air Forees, of any of the Reserve:Forces, of the Territorial Army,
Militiz and of any other lawfully constituted Armed Farces

(b) Matrons, Sisters, Nurses and the Staff of the Nusing Services
and other Ssrvices pertsining to Hospitals and Nursing, and
Civilians of eithor sex sorving regularly or tempotarly under the
orders, directions or supervision of any of the above-mentioned
Forces.

Ninthly: It sniy reciplent of the Chakra shinll again perform such an act
of bravery as would have made him or her eligible to recsive the Chakra,
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such turther act of bravery dhall be recorded by & Bar to be aitached 1o
e eibanil by which the Chakes is suspended, and for every such additional
act of bravery, on additional Bar shatl be added, and any such Bar or Bars
muay also ke awarded posthumonsly. For every Bar swnrded & replica of
fhes Clutkra in mindature shall be ndded to the riband whim worn alone.

Tenthly: The minlature Decoration which may be worn on certain
occasions by thase 1 whom the Decoration Is awarded, shall be half thue
sive of the Chakra and a sealed patiern of the said miniature Decoration
skil] be deposited and keph

Eleyenthly: Every reciplont of the Chakea being or fanldng junior in
rank to that of Second-Lieutenant in the case of Army, Sub-Lisutenant in
e casu of Nawy, and 'flot Officer in the case of Air Force shall be entitled
foe Tife, from the disteof the act by which the Decoration has been gained,
tera monptary allowanee. Each Bar eonfermed ghall carry with jtan additional
monctary allowance. These allowances will be paid at such sates a5 the
fresidint may preedribe. On the death of a recipient of the Chakza to whiom
this clause applies. the monetary allowance shall be paid to his wisow,
unitil Hes desth or re-marringe, under such mulss as may be preseribed by
the President. Where the award s madle posthumously to a bachelor, the
manetary allowance shall be paid to his father or maother, and in case the
posthumats awardee |s awidower, the allowance shall be paid to his son
o unmacried douphter, as the case may be under such-rules ps may be
brescribed by thi President.

Twelfthly: The President may cancel and anmul the award of the Chakrs
lo wity parson, together with any pensions appertaining thereto notalready
pauted, amd thereupan his or hef name in the Regishor shall be erased and
hiee or she shall e sequired to surrender his or her Insigniz; but i ghall
be competent for the Presidont to restore the Decoration when such
cancellsfion and annulmant hias subtiequently been withdrawmn, =nd with
it such pensions as may have been forfeited.

Lastly: Niotice of cancellation or restoration mevery caseshall be published
in [t Givzetbe of Bredin,



1C-19161
Captain
Ahlawat,
Devinder Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Captain Divinder Singh Ahlawat, som of Lt Col 5.C. Ahlawat, was bom
on4 July 1947, In Gochihl, district Rohtak, Haryans, Hewes commissiomed
tn the Dogra Repleent on 16 Decembar 1967, He bolonged th a family
with four generations in mulitary service, His father and unclos rebired as
Colonels of the Indian Army.

Durmng the Inde-lak War 1971, 10 Dogra was deployed in Funjab
steliny on the Western front Thi battalion was asked tp launch an attack
on Dera Baba Manak bridlge on the nlght of 5 Deeembier with thie objective
0y chplure the vastorn end of the bridge. The bridge was well protectid
bry = series of concreto embankments fitted with anti-tank guns and heavy
ard light automatics. _

I thils sttack, Captain Ahlaswat led the ¢ Company, which was assigned
the lask of ocoupying Link Bund amd Rall Bund. The advance of the
company was held up by heavymedinm machin oo fire from a concisle
pill-box. All sttempts to destroy this pill-bivx failed and In the process lhe
aompany suftered heavy casuathies. Caprain ARlawat coulad ook Bear this:
haredles on his way to the objectve. With iotal disrezard for s life he
charged upon the plllbox with = dmle He grabbed the hot machine Fun
brarrel with his right hand and silenced the giin by throwing a grenade
it the pill-box with his left Fand. This inabled the comipany to make
& charge and overrun the objpclive. Tn this beld attempt Captain Ahlawat
lowt his-life, suifering six bullet wounds, He hung on to the machime gun’
barrel tll the end.

For consplevous gallantry and supreme sacrifice Captain Ahlawat was
honoured with Mahavie Chaka, peathumously.
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1C-7750

Lt Col Airy,
Ved Parkash,
MVC

Lyl Wed Mackish Airy, son of Shrl Gangn Bishan Adry, was bom on 10)
March 1935t Earnal, Harvana. He was commissionegd in the Granadisrs
on 3 June 1856,

During the Indo-I'ak War of 1971, Lt Cal Airy commanded 3 Grenadiers
in Basanter river arez in Shakargarh sactor, The enemy had coversd both
sides of the river with mine-Helds, shout 1100 metres in depth, and in
addition had prepared fortified defenees tocheck the Indian advance. The
Grenadiers spearheaded the advance of 54 Infaniry Division in Basantar

aren; Thuy mptured Hhidm Nath and Bhagor Khurd on 5th night after &

tough engagement. The bonty that fell o tham included two Sherman
tank destroyvere.

The Grenadicrs played o much more important mle in the battle of
Basanikar river. They were ssked to captire Lobal and Jurpal for the
establichment of an initlel bridge-head. Cn 15ih night. penetrating through
the deep mind-felds on the siver sides and braving the Incessant firing
from Pale positions, they. atlxcked the objectives. The enemy put up stiff
resistance, In the ensuing fierce hand to hand fighting, the Grenadiers
beat thee enemny and caphired the objectives, But the cost of the sucress
was paitl b heayy casualties, During this battle, L!Cnerylud his troops
with cool courage He alwiays remained in e forefront to encourse and
tspriee Ris i,

But the enemy did not give up, On 17 December, after gotting
reinfarcements, he launched a massive nmnlﬂ*—atkmk on the Grenadiers




tir dislodge them from the bridge-head. But the attack was #gain beaten

Back 1t Col Alry moved from one treneh another motivating his men

o fight, unmindful of his perscnal sfety, Fnally, the enemy had to

retrent with heavy: losses. The bodies of at least eiglty-suven Pakigtanis

including Lt Col Akzam, their commanding officer, wire found lyinig
defences.

slong Indian furward ,

L Col Aly was awarded Mahavir Chakra for umsph:uuusgal[untr}: in
the face af the enemy.




fFi 1C-3276

Major
Ajit Singh,
MVC

Major Ajit Singh. sen af Shri Jaginder Singh, wis boin on 7 Nuvembar
1924, 10 Pumjeb: He w3 commissianed In the Jat Regimenton 23 Sapteniber
1945, Subsequently he rose to the rank of Colonel

During the Sine-Indinn Contlict 1962, 5 Jal was deployed in Hot Spring
area in Ladakh, B Campany led v Maioer Ajit Sibgh was deploved at
patrol ase and Nulla [unction 25 prieetiv-curn-carly warning troops.
O 72 October 19652 thi Chinese latmiched a heavy attack on these positions.
Thay overran Lhe pitrol base and lied to onttank Nulls Junction with a
wiew to cit ol Het Spring from the rear. This Nulla Junclion fell ta the
eremny after o bitter fight. Mujor Ajit Singh was asked 1o fall back to
Tsogatsalu in order tn prganise A more po-ordinated defence there.

Major Ajit Singh could not reconcile 1o the loss of these pouts. He
reqquestedl permission 1o refake the post at toulla function. This was agredd
0 and e featare was ronooipied Ty his metr. This enabled the Indians
ti> hold on te the Hot Spring postas woll. Hi was, subsejuently ordered
tn withdraw [rom thes potts in view of the continued enemy uild-up
ppposite Hot Spring und tegosts of enemy infilitation nto Marsimikla. In
the vircuamstances he hud to vacate: the posts 1o take up « defunnive
positiiin in'the rear,

Mujor Ajit Singhy was awarded Mahiavir Chukea for the greal courge
amul leadezship displayed diring these operationg.



JC-18340
Subedar

Ajit Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Subedar Afit Singh, son-of Shrl Uagar Singh, was born on & April 1933,
in village Sobhana, [akandha :.Punjnb Ha weas efirolled i te Sk Regiment
an 23 May 19521

Duiring the Dule-Fak Ware 1965, 4 Sikh waos deployind in the Tunjab
sector, The battalion waa ssstgned the tazk of capturing the Barla village
in Luhore sector of Pekistan. The troops commemeed: advanss at 2000
heirs on & Sepiemibwer, After reducing the enemy outposts on the way,
it closud on o abblt 280 metyes of villinge Barkl.

The assault en the village Barki was then launched. The Indian advance
was, however, held up by a well-sited enemy gun position. Suhwelar Ajit
Sinigh wiis assipned the task of destroying this gun Emp!a:a'nﬂrrt which
wag holding up the Indian altack. In camplete disregurid of his safeby, the
Stbedur Lha:gﬁl thue errplocarivng ﬂuuﬂuh mncled. Thougeh wommded o
the chest by & burst of medinm machine gun fire, he pressed home the
attack and destroyed the past by lobhing a grenade through a loophaole
i the emplacsment. By this gallant sct i not only removed the menace
of the machine gun but aléo insplred his cimrades bo desteoy the snemy
position. Subedar Ajit Singh sucrimbed to hig injories. subsequently.

Subedar Ajit Singh was decoraterd with Mahavir Chakes posthumousty
for displaying suprems courage and devotion 1o duty.
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Lance Havildar
Ale, Nar Bahadur,
MVC (Posth.)

Lance Huvildar Nar Bahadur Ale, son of Shri Bal Baladur Ale, was born
on 15 July 1954, invillage Khaitar, district Dailekh, Nopal, Hewas enrolled
in 3/4 Gorkha Rifles on 15 July 1572

In 1987, 3/4 Gorkha Rifles was deployed in Siachen area, Gne of its
eompanyies held 7 vital post at Bila fondln Complex. Lance Havillat Ale
commanded # medium machine gun detachiment at this post.

On the night of 23 September, the enemy launched an attack on the
Indian post with heavy artillery suppoel. The attack was besten hack
lazgely dite to accurate and effective fire of the medium maching gun. On
the rilght of 24 Sepilember, the enemy again lauiched anattsck on the post
in overwhelming strength. Heavy arlillery shelling and missile fire
supiported the sttack. The medium maching gun detachment, hinwhiever,
succended in blunting the attack. Meanwhile, a direct hit from an artjllery
shell Mcaparitated (he crew members and Injured Lance Havildar Alein
the Juft leg severely. Despite profuse bledding he picked up the medium
machine gun and fring incessantly succesided in breaking the assault
50 metres short of tic pest. At least 15 assaulting troops were killed by
it during His attack. In view of the grave situation, unmindful of his
blecding wounds, Lance Havildar Ale refused evacuation. He was
instrumental in beating back two morie enemy attacks. Later he sucoumbed
ir his imjuries.

Lance Ilavildar Ale was awarded Mahavir Chaksa for conspicuous
bravery, pesthumously.




4212

Sepoy

Amar Singh,
MVC

Sepoy Amar Singh, son of Shri Narain Singh, was born an 30 August 1921,
in village Davgheal, Patials, Punjab. 172 was encolled In 1 Pskald (RS)
Infantry on 9 July 1942.

Durmg [ammu & Kashmir operations in the fArst half of 1918 the
Pokdstann raiders mounted heavy pressure on the Indian units thinly
spread out on the northem front. Thie Dras sector was weakly held by
some units of 5 Kashmir lnfantry. In May 1948, 1 Patiala was ordered o
relinve the dotachments oo the State Infantry between Sonmarg and Dras.
Unfortunataly, Dras was lost to the enemy in early fume even before the
siafe force units could be relleved., 1 Patizla, therefoee. established positions
in Zoji La area only.

Musnwhile, the raiders were gaining sirength, They mounted sharp
attacks m Indian pickets theoughout June 7885, During one such aftack
o 18 June Sepoy Amar Sitizh was manning light machine gun No, 1 at
a platoon picket at Zoji La Pas, Al 061 hours under the cover of moming,
haze and snow-fall, the enemy managed o bring three medium machine
guns; two browning gurs and fve lght machine guns in the area, He
opened up all his weapons on the picket posiion and then advarioed
down the ridge. In this altack eme third of the Indian picket became
casualty. Sepay Amar Singh was wounded severely in the head and
bocame semi-cunscious, while his number two had his arm shatters=d.

Betwesn 0700 hours and 0900 hours the enermy made two determined
atternpts t0 rush through the picket. But Sepoy Amar Singh kept on firing
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nn:u.rn.tﬂ{ from 250 metres, He held up the enemny single-handed. Tiedept

hiz cool bwfore the continuous fire of the enemy guns and shouting
and yelling of the enemy persontel. In 15 hours of the battle he fired
11 magazines.

The picket was relnforced in the afternoon, but the hesvy enemy fire
dirﬁfadﬁvmvmgemudid not allow ﬂwh&[amtnmﬂmﬂrwpm:
effctively. Profusely blieding snd wezkened by a skull Injury, Siepoy
Amar Singh continued lying on'a snow-covered ﬂ:;md, watching for the
enemy. He was removed to the picleet at 2200

Sepoy Amar Singh displayed great cousage, initiative and gallantry in,
st advirse clrcumstances. By his single-handed effort he saved many
comirades from ceriain death. He was awarded Mahavir Chakra for



1C-4501
Brigadier
Anand Sarup,
MVC

Brigadier Anand Sarup, son of Captain Khem Chand, was born on
18 Mareh 1929, at Dera Ismwil Khan, Punjab, now in Pakistun. Fle wis
entolled in the Indian Army an 7 October 1947 and was commissicined
on 11 Pecemirer 1909, into § Gorldw Rifles.

Diurivi the Tido-Pak Wi 1971, Drigadier Anand Sarup wis alloted the
task of ofginising a force for engaging the enemy at Pathanagar and in
the area north of Feri town, He grouped the foce and quickly launiched
an attack on the eneny. In this attack hie moved forward with his troops
dirurting them on e torgete Linder his comeand the foree fought the
batta at Nazirhit, Kumithat ared Bhatiad very successfully,

Brigadier Anand Sarap wag awarded Mahavir Chalia for conspicuous
gallantry and putstarding leacdersliip




9212865

Sepoy

Ansuya Prasad,
MVC (Posth.)

Sepay Ansuya Prasad, son pf She Dayanand. was born on 19 May 1953,
In village Nanna, District Chamoli, Uttar Pradesh, Fle was enrplled i 10
Mahar on' 19 May 1971,

During the Indo-Tfak War 1971, 10 Mabar was deployed on the Eastern
flond. it acted 63 an advance guand by 81 Mountati Brigade in its move
aleng axis Shimsher nagar-Manfvibazar. Maulyibazar township was
stratigically importantand the eneiny had stationed a strong force there.
Anti-persannid mines ete. protected it approaches and the built-up area
was also well fortified.

The brigade launched an altsck on the night of 8 December, Tha 10
Matiat wiis kil to capture the enemy position at Chatlapur Tea Factary.
The battalion was, Kowevir, held up by Heavy aulomitic fire from enemy
machine guns located atthe hoose of he factory maniaget, Further advance
appeated altiost impossible.

At this juricture it was decided tn send 3 squad to gt into the ey
defenees and fo st the building on fire to neutralise the guns, Sepoy
Amnsuyy Prasac voluntesred to perform the thask, Tle took a few grenndes
with him and in utter disregard for his personal safely, crawled towatids
the enemy pusition. While moying towards the targot he was shot at ajd
Boith hislegs received sevene injurivs, But he did riot abandon the mission,
Meving 1o the building he noticed & stock of ammunition in one of e
tear moms. While crawling towands it, he receivéd a nisching gun burs
on his shoulders. Wounded badly and bleeding prafusely he made it 1o
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thee rovm with great difficulty. He soun succumbaed to his injiiries but not
twfore hehad hurléd this gremades =t the durmp and hod set whole baild-
ing ablaze. The envmy was forced to sbandon e building and the Mahars
cap hured thea-ﬂljﬂﬁw- Ten enemy goldiers were burnt to death inmde the
bullding.

Sepuy Ansuya Prasad was awarded Mahovir Chakra for conspioitous
wallantry, posthumously.




02283-N
Lieutenant
Arvind Singh,
MVC

Lieutenant Arvind Singh, sen of D, Virenida Singh Craadhary, was bom
gn 26 January 1958, in Lucknow, Utiar Pradesh. He was conmmisslonsd
in Indisn Navy o 1 July 1981, As a:student he 2amed many vorels in
shuchies and sports. Fle was awardid the President's Gold Modal for being
thi: hest all round cadet at Naval Academy.

In 1987, Lt Arvirud Singh was pastéd at INS Abkdmanyu ss the Officer-
inCharge of an Indian Marine Special Force (IMSF) Team. This Force
alemgwith 10 Para Commandos was assigned certamn tasks as part of the
Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri |anka. It moved out from [affna Fort
at 149 kours on 19 Ociober 1987, on the oission. On the way it SulTess-
fully negotiated heavily mdned road and boobyiraps laid by the militants.
It niso encountered heavy milifant fre from the rooftops Lieotenarnt
Smigh movivated his men @ segure the ares, Thismade a link up between,
41 Brigacde and 1 Maratha Light Infankry pessible on 20 Ovtaber 1987,

O the night of 21 Octabir, the Farce wis d=ked o detroy Guru Nagors
lokty and also the speed bosts of the mlHlﬂ'El-lE in the Jafna Eagoon. It
extensively dnm&ﬁd the jetty and destroyed six speed boats. The Force
swimmed over ko undler waker anid ]::IﬂntE'Il demolition cherges an
11 speed boate. It, however, came under heavy fire from the militants
befire thime charged could be explodid. Lisubenant Arvind Singh, therefore,
expusat] himsell to miliant fire without regard to his persenal safoty, with,
d view o divert the smemy attenbon,

Liewtenant Arvind Singh was awarded Mahavir Chales for professional
skill, courage and devotlon to duly,

%




IC-16

Brigadier

Atal, Kanhya Lal,
MVC

Brigadier Kanhys Lal Alal, son of Shri P. Atal, was born on 7 December
1913, He was commissioned in thie (arkha Rifles on 3 September 1839,
He lster getthed in Delhi,

Duririg, Jammw ansd Kashmur operations in 1948, the blasting of encmy
defences at £oji Laon 1 Wovemnber emoved the main hurdle for Indians
on thelr way 1o Dras and Kargil Bub there were some hurdles bovond the
Fass.

The task of clearivye these hurdles woseritnasled 1o 77 Brigade. Brigadice
Atal planned the attack ngreat ditail, made sdequate preparations and
cxctted dhe task under intense wintry condibons with determination.
Sonn the advance pf the Brgade was held up at Pindras. Al this place the
enemy was entrenched in stromg positions cumplelely demmating the
dJibile therugh 'which the Indian tracps had to pass in any evenl. Here the
C Company of 1/5 RGR had suffered aboul 18 casualties m an enemy
winbush on 22 November 1945, Brigadier Atal moyed forward his tnctical
HQ with the leading battalion and came under heavy enensy mach ine gun
anad martar fire, Undaunted, he pressed a sieng Hrigade attack and
averran the enemy positiond. This enabled the advance on Kargil to
contaue

Listet, whan e leading battilion was held up about 6 koeshert of
Kargil, he: personally led two companies over a difficult mountainous
track, at great pergonal risk, This took him fo the rear of the enemy and
to Kargll.

For displaying great courage and leadership throughoul these
operations, Brigadier Atal was awarded Mahovie Chilos.
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1C-4870
Brigadier
Bakshi,
Joginder Singh,
MVC, VSM

Brigadier Joginder Singh Bakshi, son of Shri Man Singh Bakehi, was bom
an 10 March 1928, at Kauntila, now in Pakistan, He was commissioned
in the Tat Regiment on 4 Jume 1950 Subsequently, he tose o the rank of
Major General, He was awarded Vishisht Seva Medal for rendering
distinguishied service in Mizo Hills. Many members of his family have
served the Indian Army with distinetion.

During the Indo-Pak 'War 1971, Brigadier Bakszhi commanded 340
Mountain Brigade Group on the Eastesn front On 6 December 1971, the
Engada Group was asked to advance along axis Nawa pur-
Pirganj with a view tu capture Pirganj and establish o road-Bock these.

Brigadier Bakshi planned his operations assiduously. He lagnihed 7

series of attacks on enemy strongholds between 7 and 16 Decernberand
a rumber of well prepared positions. In the process the district

lown of Bogra wis also captured. During these operations, Brigadia
Bakshi displaved professicnal ¢ etence of a high order. By his dnﬁnb
sets, he outwitted the opposing ‘and broke thelr resistance. He
captured a large number of enemy troops including a Brigade Commander
and o large quantity of equipment.

Hﬂﬂ,&d]w Hakshlwis awarded Malavir Chakea lde conspleuous gallantry
and professional skill.
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I1C-1697

Lt Col

Bakshi,

Madan Mohan Singh,
MVC

Lt Col M.MLS. Bakshi, son of Shirk DLIL Balchi, wag bom on 14 November
1925, al Camptwlpur, now in Pakictsn. e was ctmmissfoned in the
Hodson's Tlarse (3 Duke of Cambridge’s Own Lancess) o 17 March
1943, He scrved in World War IL Durmng the Indo-Pak War 1971, he
renidered mentorious secvice and wag awarded Afi Vishisht Seva Medal,
Suhsequently, hw rose to the rank of Brigadier,

Druring the Indo-<Pak War 1965, Lt Col Bikshi cominanded the 4 Horss
m Sinlkal sector. The regiment was assigned the:twin task of protecting
this fisft flank of 1 Armoured Brigade during, thye attack on Phillors and
cutiing lhe Phillum rosd m Saboke area b intercept the ensmy withdrawal.

O 11 September 1965, when' the 4 Horse squadsons wose under
deployment for the impending battle of Phillora, Lt Col Bakshi observatl
a squadran of enemy Pattan tanks in hull down position astride Libbe-
Phillora road, facing west and rorth-wost. Without any lass of time, he
engaped and knocked out two tanks, These fanks blew up and their crew
bailéd cut. The other tanks of the enemy squadron now directed their
guns on him. Undeterred, he advanced snd charged through the enemy
tiinks, though by then his tank had received two direst hifs. He gallantly
charged with his tank, and knucked out yot another enemy tank. His tank
wite then hit for the third time Shll, undetermed he charged through the
cnemty lire of @nks, sume of which were on fire, and ctosred the Lilibe
P'hillora road. At this junicture his tank was hit [oe the fourth time and
caught fire. Thereupon, he ordered the crow 1o bail out. As they balled
out intense enemy machine gun fire greeted them and the crew of enemy
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tanks wha had come oul sardizr from (thelr Burming im_l_ﬂi'ﬂi.i:'_nmtdht
thictr. Bakahi and his men cscaped capture by taking cover In & sugardane
field: Soon Dakshi and his men found themselves entrapped in the crossfine
betworn Indian and Pak tanks. They were reseued by 17 Homse after Hhres
hotirs nF hm‘:mr.rh'rg upenﬁme Meanwhile B Sguadom of 4 Hume b
kncked wut & enemy lanks,

Lt Col Bakshi resumed the command of the regiment on return. Hig
imspiring leadersbip msde @ materal contribution in'the battle of Fhillura
He inflicted heavy loss an enemy armour and compellet it to flee in panic
His unlt fought vallantly, destroyed 69 Pattona and won 43 gallantry
aveatds

Lt Col Bakshi was awarded Mahavir Chakra for displaying exemplacy
coumgte, determination and leadership.



IC-16709

Colonel

Bakshi, Vijay Kumar,
MVC (Posth.)

Colang! Vijay Kumar Hakshi, son of Shri Yal Mokand Bzakshi, was barn
on 3 April 1943, at Jalandhar, Punjab. Fie was commissioned in 8 Gorkha
Rifles em 25 Decomiber 19645,

Under the Indo-Sr Lanks Apresment many units of the Indian Army
wire despatched to Sn Lanka to as=st the home government in containing
the milltant activity In the |Wand, /5 Gockha Rifies commanded bv
Cal Vijay Kumay Bakshi also joined the [ndian Peace Keeping Foree in
S Lanka.

On 2 March 1988, the Gorkhas encountered & militant camp i penerad
area Nayaroo lagoon in Wanni sector. An exchange of fire began, Soun
thie militants starhed firing from all directions. Unexpectadly the skiimtish
turnad Into a prolonged engagement lagting over twenty-four hours. In
theis action, Col Bakshi led his troeops ina bold manner despite the fact
thiat he had been injured earl:er. He mainiained contact with the militanks
aned continued fo press forward notwithstanding the fact that his foree had
been cut off By hic hrave actiong Col Bakshi maintained ure on the
mdlitants anid inflicted heavy casualties on them, In the en bullet killid
this valinnt soldier.

Colonel Bakshi was awardad Malavir Chakya for conspicugus cournge,
determination and leadendhip, posthumotisiy.
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IC-1510
Brigadier
Bakshi,
Zorawar Chand,
PVSM, MVC,
Vr.C, VSM

Brigadier Zorawar Chand Bakshi, son of 5.B. Bakshi Lal Chand, was bom
by 2 January 1921, at Bulyana, now in Pakistan, His family later scttlid
in New Delhi. Fle was commissioned into 5 Gorkhs Rifles on 27 June 1943,
His list of swards included Param Vishisht Seva Modal, Maha Vir Chakra,
Vir Chakra and Vishisht Seval Medal. Subsequently, he rose to the rank
ol it Gen,

piciih 5= oot B e sl
16 Indzn de, in Jamumuo andd It Vv August
mﬁ.tr:ﬁ:rrl;?mt?:a{n?wuﬁ iﬁﬂvnﬂ that = Inrge number of Razakars from Pak
nesppiod Kashmir had infiltrated info Gulmarg sector. Hrigadier Bakshi
was ordered 1o capture Basall, Hiaji Pir Pass and Kahuta to effect 5 link
up bebween Ui and Punch and to deny ingress to the infiltrators.
The biigade fitst operated from Tangmarg and Pattan area and then
entered the Un-Panch bulge The operation lasted from 5 August to
21 September, the day ceancfire came into effect.

The capture of Haji Plr, an eriemy stronghold st a height of 2600 metres
wae consldersd vital for tha Uri-Parch link dp. The road connecting Uri
and Punch vin Haji Pir had deteriorated due to disase end 2t some places
it hadd disintegrated. Y here was no diract approach to Haji Pir except over
the meountain ranged, both on th west and east. From brigade headquarters
it was 22 kn alunys th road. Thess were strovigly defended enemy pasitions!
on the way to Hajl Pir

Brigadier Bakshi always remained with the forward troops during the
advance. As soon as an objective wits ciptunad, be eachel] these (o guide
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:I andd help in the reorganisation. MHIR;J. tirme, te remmmined fn He forefron]

s LrluEH!mJWaﬁm or safety in the Boe of inlenge and mnllutmu.s
enemy shelling. After the capture of Haji Pir, he moved forward his
tactical Headquarters immediately, notwithstanding the Turking danger of
LI enemy vounieratiacle

Throughou! this operation, Brigadier Bak<hi displaved a Kigh atandarnd
of planning, tactical skill and leadership. He was dicorated with Makavic
Chakra.




IC-13377

Major

Bal, Amarjit Singh,
MVC

Major Amarjit Singh Bal, sen of Majoe General Tara Singh Bal, was born
an 6 June 1940, at Lucknow, L tlar Pradesh. Hie family lived in Anwitsar,
Punjab. He was commissioned In the Armoured Corps oh 10 June 1962
He beloniged to afamily with loue gederalions in military service. -
tie Indo-Tak War 1965, be was wounded and his brother Major M.5. Bal
wis killed in acton. Subsequently, he rose i the ank of LtCalonel,

During the Indo-Pak War 1971, Majur Bal was altached to the Poons
Florss, deployed m Shakargarh sector on the Western tropts The regiment
wns placed imder the command of 47 Infantry Brigade which was given
the task of establishing a bridge-head winoss the Rasantar vlver, || was o
ensure the security of the bridpe-head against enemy counteratticks ind
also to extond support to 3 Grenadives and 16 Madras in theiroperations.

i the battle of Basantar dver Major fal was commanding ‘B Squadron
of the regiment at Jarpal. The envmy eounter-sttacked this position in
grent strangth from thie direction of Ba Pind. This guneers of ‘3 Squadron
foiled his attempt fo overnun the position and jnflicted heavy casunltips.
pn him. But the enemy was not dishedrired. He launched repeated
cotinter-attacks againgt Jarpal, with ammour in suppors, between 15 and
16 Deiember 1971, Major Bal loiled all anemy sttempts Thiugh heavily
autnumbered, he motivated his troops o romain steadfast and beat back
the enerny attacks. As many as twentv-seven M-48 tanks belonging tn Mok
13 Lancers were destroyed by his squadron o this baltle.

Major Bal twas awarded Mahavir Chiskes fur conspiounus pallontiy,
cutstandmg loadershup and esceptional devotion to duty.
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MR 281
Major
Banerjee,
Nirod Baran,
MVC

Major Nitixl Baran Benizjee . Son of Shri B.B. Banetjes, was bom an
2 Agpril 1015, in Chandi Mahal, Khulng, now in Bangladesh. He wag
seueted in Culoatia Medical College. He was pommissioned in the Aoy
Meclical Corps on 5 Mareh 1942 After Fartition his family ssttled in
24 Parganis, Weal Bengal N

The end 'of World Wit 11 saw Kores divided mito two along the 3¥th
Parallel. The northem part became the Democratic Republic of Kotea and
the sauthern the Republic of Korea. On 25 June 1950, North Koree Invaded
Snwuth Korea: This led to UN intervention in sappert of South Kares. India
contribited 3 Mudical Unit, vie 60 Pam Fisld Ambulance, to this 1IN
peace effort, By the nd of 1950 the Unit was opesating in sub-zero
templrature of Korg

O 29 March 1951, during the sirborme operaiin “Tamanhawk’ in
Kores, Major Banerdes parachuted dowh with (he surgical idam of 60
fndian Feld Ambulanoe behind the opposing force, He organised the
medical and surgival treatment of the seriously wounded for five days:
and nights continuousty, with tireless energy. Puring this perind he came
undir hostile mortar fint several imes, But with utter disrogard for persimnl
salety and with an amasing power of endurancy, lie confinued reridering
mudical @d to casualties and tais saved many lives

Hia excoptionsl coursge, determination and devotian (o duty was an
inspitation to the pest of the surgical team. Major Binerjie was awarded
Mahavir Chakra.




4898 F(P)

- Sgn Ldr

Banerji, Madhavendra,
MVC

Sqn Lidr Madhavendra Banerjl, son of Shui TR, Banerfi, was borm on
4 ‘April 1934 In Calclitta, Wist Bengal, He was commissipned in the
Irudian Afr Foree on 16 Apefl 1955 and joindd an uperational squaien,
He was in the first batch of the IAF pilols tradtied on a new type of
sipersunic atreraft. He displayed comaiderable initiafive and professionil
competenie in imparting this tminkty to other pilots, He was awarded
Vayu Sena Medai in recognition of his ssrvices. Subsoquintly, he rose to
the rank of Aaf Vice Marshal. '

Dhurmg the Indr-Pak War 1971, Indisns could not deploy, biayy armout
in the Chhamb area due (o difficalt termin and absence of approach roads,
Ori thee other hand beiter leeruin and developed roads erabled Pakistanis.
to bring Heavy armour Hght Inside the battle zons. 1he Indian ground
forces asked for afrsupporl 1o nestralise this Pakistan] armour threat. At
this juncture Sqn Ldr Haneni was a senioe pilot with o fightersbombuer
quadron, on. the Wesiarn seetor During the first soyen days of war, he
led a8 many as 13 bombing missians againgt the enemy tarpets. Moast of
these missions were directed W Chhamb area whor the enemy had
mounted great pressure on Tndian infantry froops, I spile of hesvy
ground fire he repeatndly atiacked the enemy forces and inflicted Heavy
losses on them. Consequently, the pressure on our pround forces was
conziderably mducel. Tn thiese attacks he personally destroyed two etemy
tanks and two guns '

Sqn Ldt Banerji was: decorated with Mahavir Chikea for displaying
outstanding valour, nitiative and courage.
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MS-22409

Major

Barat, Anil Krishna,
MVC

Major Anil Krishna Baeat, soncof [t SN, Barat, tvas botn on | Febriiary
1915, in Krish Nogar, Nadin, West Bengal. He received his educstion in
ttw Roval Caollege of Surseons, Landan, and was conmmissuaned in the
Indian Army Medical Comps on/15 November 1940 Later. be tose fo the
carik of Lt Gengral.

During the Jammu and Kashmir operations 10 1948, the lndian Army
had to Hght'a long battle wirh the raiders s pave Naushahra from fiatlirg
ko their hands. The enemy had sormjiletely surroundid the area and was
putting tn as much lead as possible: In this batle for Naushahrs the
ndian Ammy auffered heavy casualbies,

Attending to the mounting battle casualtics demianded o Hereulean
effort mdeed, Major Barat of the Army Medical Corps roso to the cocasion.
With calm and cool courage be went about the sk af givin surgical
Attention ta the casualtics rapldly pouring into the centre friim ﬁ'te hattle-
tivlel, Tis dedication to disty was a source of inepiration to all hiy comendoe.

During the capture of Dharwal, Major Barst athmded on the casualties:
From 21 to 25 September 1948, Orice the criemy put in an attack when e
was carrying oul an operation With the ald of jesp light. He continued the
operation while the bullety weee whizzing and the shellswere bursting
around hink Alter completing the operation he joined tha other froops in
fighting the enemy.

His gallantry and devaotion to duty inspired all who served with him
Majur Barat was awarded Mahavir Chakm for receptional gallantry in the
fzce of the ensmy.




1C-17621

Lt Col

Bawa,

Inder Bal Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

1.1 Cal Inder Bal Singh Bawa, san of Dr. FLS, Bawa, was born an 25 May
1947, at Lucknow, Uttar Pradash, He was eommissioned In the 5 Gorkha
Rifles (Frontier Force) on 11 June 1967, He belonged to 2 family with
milltary traditions, His father bl served the Incian Army during World
War 11 a5 a Captain,

Lt Col Baws mestimed the command of 475 Gerkha Rifles on' 7 August
1987, sl Gwallor. Hisbattalion left for Bangalore on 26 August for eventaal
deployment in S Latka as a eontingent of Indian Peace Keeping Foroe.
Tt landed a8 Talali jn Sri Lanka om 11 Qetober 1987 and was immedintely
Taunched into battle The battalion was allotied the tesk of clearing dxis
Vasavilun-Urgmpurai-Jalina fart. The milltants desperately opposed the
Battallont's advance from their strong fort lied positions: Bub Lt Col Bawa
moved an, boldly redusing eneemy strongholds on the way and infictng
hissvy casualtios on them, There was @ persomal touch in his command
and he was always an inspiring force for hig men,

The battalion was then detailed to extricate 13 Stkh Light Infantry and
10 Para Commandp team from area Kondawil Nerth. Lt Col Bawa led his
men, through leayily fortified enemy, tezritory, effected a link up with the
ahive forme gnd sucsafully extricated it an 13 Qctobr 1987, While he
way cundduscting sperations a-suidide squid of militants sprayed a-hail of
bullets tn hir killing him on’ the spot

1Lt Col Bawa displayed conspicubus bravery and commendable
leadezship in e face ol (he milltanits. He was decorated with Mahavir
Chakra, posthumously,

10a



e —————

4220 E(P)

Wing Commander
Benegal,

Ramesh Sakhram,
MVC, AVSM

Wing Commandor: Katwsn sakhram Bencgal, son o Shrl BS: Ran, wak
born om 9 October 1920, at Rangoon. Burma, where his ancestors fuid
settled. For his connections with the Indion National Ay, hie was taken
prisoner of war and repatniated o India in January 1946, He was
cormmissioned in the Indlan Air Foroe on 25 [anuary 1952 For distinguish
service in 1965 operations his name wak Mentionod-in-Despatcles and he
received AQC-m-C's commendation. He was decorated wilh At Viahishi
Sova Medal in Jamuary 1571 Subsequently , he rode to the rank of Adr
Commadors.

Duairitig the Inde-Pak War 1971, We Cdr Bersgal commoanded 106
Squadron of the Indion Air Fore, If was an operstionnl teconnaissance
squadion. 'he squadron was asked b carry ot s number of missions into
enemy territory with o view to dibtain vital information of its Air Foroe
and Avnwy inslallations. We Chre Banegal ilew, vt anid uriescaried,
dizp ity encrmy befritliry over heavily defended targets He always
returned aftor urhimnnﬁ his abjectivis in full messure. Thie information
browght by him from 19 such missions immensely helped the Indian,
Army and the 1AF in planning their operations This of course went far
in eripple the entmy war machinery.

Wi Cor Benegal was awarded Mabavie Chakra for exceptional courape,
skill and devobon to duty.




IC-11567

Major

Berry, Vijay Kumar,
MVC

u_a|m Vijay Kumas Berry, son of Shri Om Prakash Berry, wos bom on

26 une 1438, in Amritsar, Punjsb. Later on he settled in Delhi. He was
comumissioned in the Parschute Regiment of the Indion Army-on 7 June
1954, Afterwards he rose to the rank of Lt Col.

The Indo-l’ak War came o an end on 17 December 1971, After the
censerfite; the 4 Para deployed n Ganganagar setior of Rajasthinn was
given the task of previnting enemy encroachments on Indian lerritory,
O 26 Decembier 1971, ibwas discovered that the enemy had encroached
350 metres mside Tndian teeritory in area Sand Dhises. Thie asca had boen
developed inle o detended 'iu-::n!ﬂyhy laying mines onall appraaches and
by stocking it willy artillery pieces. 'C” company led by Mujir Berry whas
given thie task of clearing the encroachment an 28 December.

The company commenced advance at D300 hours. The enemy reactivin
way guick anid the company was pimned down by MMG flre. At this
critical functure Major Berry led the company towards the objective with
meal determivalion. In the process the company sufferet] casualties and
oz platann pot separated due to the thdipgﬂxmtﬂeﬂhdb} artillery fire.
The ming-fields encountered near the enemy position also claimed some
cagualtios The muvetmienl o enpmy tanks in an adjacent area further
cumplivated the situation for the Tndians. Despits these Kagards, T
‘company eaptiared half of the objective by T530 hours. Cne enemy MMG
which held up further progmss waz silenced by Lance Havildar Tek
Bahadur, who paid for it with his life. Major Benry finally captunsd the



abjortive. The wemy subjected the position o heavy artiilery and mortdr

fite for twelve hours to dislodge the Indisns. The company, however,
managed fohold on to the objective

During this bmttle Major Berry, disregarding his persomal safuty, moyed
from section to section inspiring kds men o continue (he assault For
his cdnspicuous grllantry and outstanding leadership be was decorated
with Mahavir Chakea. His unit won the Battle Honour Sadiyie Sand
P 19571,

1




5001 E(P)

Sqn Ldr
Bhardwaj,
Ravinder Nath,
MVC

Sgn Ldr Ravindir Nath Bhardwaj, stn of Shrl PN, Bhardsvaj, was
boom on 26 July 1935 at Lahove, now in Pakistan. Afller Partition his
family shiftod 1o Delhil. He wos commussioned in the Indian Air Force on
8 Oetober 1955, While serving at an Opsrational Training Linit e woried
kard 1o improve the Aying skill and ground knowledge of Hhe traives
pilata. For this distinguisted strvice he was awarded Vayii Seénn Mudal
in 1970, Subsequently, he rose to the mnk of Air Marshal

During the Indo-Pok War 1971, Sqn Ldr Bhardwaj sorved with 3 fightes-
bomber gquadron atationed at Bareflly, The squadron was launched into
action on 4 Pecembrer 1971, at 1405 houss to provide tlose air suppart,
eriunter alr actical mooe and inlerdicfion, sic

Sqn Ledr Bharchwa) took active part in these missiong. On 5 December
1671, he led o successful rald on an enemy airfleld, which was heavily
cleferided by antisgireralt guns-antt small arme, and sucoeeded in setting
pn fire an ensmy I'I,H\B' tranaport aireraft. On 7 December, he led annther
successful mission and caused heavy damages to a well protecied power
statlon of the enemy. On 10th, he led a cdose alr support mission to
Chhamb area. During the first attack, his aircraft o5 well as thal of his
numiber hwo were it by ground fire, While pulling out of the stinck they
were engaged by enemy Sabres. But he skilfully guidsd his number fwo
out of the danger and then rehamed back 1o join the Battle, In the process
Fie shit diwn an enemy Sabee which erashed tnaide He Indian teesdbory
near the Chhamb bridge. Left alone, he then réturnid back o atiack

bk



Paldstani tanks and froops and causerd extensive damage to them, Fmally
he brought back his damaged aireraft safely to the base.

Sqn Ldv Bhardwaj was awnrded Mahavir Chakra for displayimg
exceplional leadership, courage and devotion to duty.
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Maiewr Bhasknr Roy, son of Shri S.C Boy, was born an 4 April 1935, i
New Uelhi. Hle wis commissioned in the 20 Lancers an 9 December 1954
This brave soldier died in an accident an 30 October 1965.

Msring the Indo-Pak War 1965, Major Roy commanded 'C Squadron
of 20 Laneers. It had been ploced under the command of 191 Wfantry
Frignde Group in Chhamb sectur, in August 1965, It participated in anti-
infilration operations and by the middle of August had moved o the
wessl of tha tiver Muniwar Tawi. On 1 September 1965, Pakistan subjectod
the 1C’ Squddeon’s Harbour aren pear Chhamb to intense shelling: Ths
was followed by a massive tank thyust across the international bowmdary.

Maujor Roy employisd his armour baldly and skilfully to stem the tide
of enemy ndvance. Tn the firsl encounter ot dbout 0805 houre hie destroyed
& Patton tanks and 3 RCL's and captured one jeep, The enemy mads a
second attack ababout 1100 hoursand the battle continued 1] 1600 howrs.
Puring these five hours a ferce tank baltle was fought. But finally the

Indian AMX 13 tanks beat back the Pak Patton tanks. A iolal of 13 enemy
tanks were destroyed and seversl thers disabled. This brought the 'ak
nffensive to'a blseding halt Thus the Pak attempt to encircle 191 Infantry.
Brigade Group was foiled.

Major Roy was awarded Mahavir Chalera for conspionous courage, skill
and lﬂdIEfEHp. d
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' IC-1338
‘ ! Li-Col
& 2 Bhattacharjea,

'_E' ! Bejoy Mohan,
,-:.@'?;};: MVC, PVSM

Lt Col BM. Bhattacharicn, son of Shri 81, Bhattacharjea, was born an
3 Decpmber 1922, ot Midnapore, West Bengal. Fle was commissioned in
the Rowal Garbiwal Rifles of the Indtan Army on 1 July 1943, Subsequently,
hi rose 1o the rank of Major Generzl. He was awarded FVEM,

During the conflict with China in 1962, Tt Col Bhattacharjes wns
commanding -4 Garhwal in Towang aren of NEFA. On 23 October 1962,
duz o heavy enemy pressure, the Garhwalls abandoned Tawany and
took up a defonsive position al Jang bridge to give cover to the retresting
Indian forees. A Heroe battle was fought here an the 25, The Garlovalie
destroyed thie bridge and halted the enemy advance. The troops tegained
their comfidence and began dominating the area with aggressive patroliing,
Lt Col Bhattacharea himself accompanied the first fow patrols. His men
recoverad some arms and equipmient, raided an enemy position and took
& prinonior,

Ch 17 November the Chinese launched & major offensive on the position
hald by the Garlvwalis ahead of Sela, Five suceessive attacks were mounted.
But the Garhwalis led by Lt Col Bhattacharjea met the challenge with:
fetitude and beatl back all ihe attacks. When the enemy subjected his
flank and rear to medium machine gun fire, he sent out a party of
volunleers to destroy the enviny posilion and caplure the gun,

Wihien the withd rewal became inevitable the battalion retreated to berige
ingood order after the last light. Men marched another 22 km during the
night When his forward troops came under attack from a ridige, Lt Cal
Bhattacharea led a gallant charge to clear the area. But owing o heavy
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enorny fire oo further movement wis possible now. Consequently, he was
captured and made prisoner by the Chinese: %

[huring theee wecks of iiterse :I".Lghl:l.rlg Lt Col Bhattacharjes led his men
with courage and determination, unmindiul of his own safety, He was
avrarded Mahavir Chakea,
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1C-9015

Lt Col

Bhawani Singh,
MVC

Lt Col Bhawant Stngh, son of His Highness Sir Sawal Man Singh (Lai=
Maharaja of Jaipur), was bom on 22 October 1931, at jaipur, Rajasthan,
He was commissioned In the Parachute Regiment on 15 February 1552

| During the Indo-Pak War 1971, Lt Col Bhawand Singh commandesd the
10 Para Battalion in Rajasthan sector. The unit was trained lor. sptcial

tions behind the entmy fines in the evant of war. It was ordered to
raidd Chachro and Virswah areas with o view to destroy snemy (orees and
stores and to canse confusion in his rear,

O the night of 5 December 1971, Lt Col Singh led his men deep Into
the enemy territory. He conducted relontleas raids on the enemy posts st
Chachr and Vieawih for four days and nights. He led his commandoes
with ¢ool eourage and confidence on difficult terrain despite heavy enemy
smnll arms fire: Popsonal comfort and safety were his last concern, Large
hunks of enemy territory, 100 to 120 km deep across the border, [ell Lo
Indians s a result of these operations, His operations created panic and
corfusion In the enemy ranks and forced them to retreat, leaving Tehind
o Jarge mumbsat of prisoners snd equipminl

In this operation; Lt Col Bhawani Singh set a fing example of courage,
Jeclership and devation @ duty, For his outstanding performance he was
decarated with Mahavir Chakea, , '
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1C-4466

Major

Bhupinder Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Major Bpinder Singh, son of Shri Safjan Singh. was burn on 19 Seotenber
1928, at Ropar, Punjab. He was commissioned in the Hodson'd Horse [4th
Duke of Cambridge’s Owm Lancees) oo 11 December 1949,

During the Indo-Fak War 1965, Major Bhupinder Singh commanded
the ‘B* Squadron of 4 Horse. The squatiron was deployed to et the mmuemy
line: of retreat along road Gadgor-Phillosa and to provide 4 fietmse for
the Indian atiack an Phillors.

On 11 September Major Bhupinder Singh adyanced with his squadran
by carry oul this assipred fasks. He ahly led his squadron ih the batte of
Phillers and Sadoke in Pakistan, The enemty line of retreat was cut and
‘a heavy toll of hig armour was taken when he pulled back in pianic.
Although hin tank was hit on several occasions, he remained in effectve
cammand and by sevesal acts of personal gallantry inspired his men to
fight couragecaly. When the Commandir of 4 Horse wos forced o
abandon his tank and take refuge in 8 canehisld Major Bhupinder Singh
ably led the segiment. On 19 Septoinbor, in the battle of Sodreke his tank
was hit and caught fire, While ahandoning his tank he was severely bumt
and died 3 horo's deathy It is remarkable that Majar H-hupindi:r i

eontinoed fighting even when all but two al his tanks were disab

For displaying exemplary gallantry, leadership and devolion to duly
Major Bhupinder Singh was decorated with Mahavir Chakra;
posthumously.
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IC-17687
Subedar
Bishan Sil‘lgh,
MVC (Posth.)

Subedar Hishan Singh, son of Sho Santa Singh, was bom an 14 lanuary
1917, in village Purain, Ludhiana, Punjab, He was entolled in the Sikh
Regiment an 14 January 1933, He had distinguishid himself as a saldier
in the Second World War and had won honours snd titles like Sardar
Bahadur, OBl and MC.

Duriny Jamumn and Kashmir operstions some 4000 bo 6000 raiders hod
spread i1 Uri sector by early Decemnber 1947, They had nlso ssttled on the
bigh hills vverlooking Und from the south-enst in good strength, From
these pusitions the maiders siped at the Url garrson and also posed a
thres! to the roads leading from Usl o Selnugar and Punch, Indiang,
therefore, decided to disledge the enismy from thess hills,

AL hesies on 12 December 1 Sikh moved out from Ud to remove
this threat They gulckiy overcame the opposition on the way ani resched
the main enemy position in the afternoon At about 1430 hours they
bumped upon a strong enemy force 2nd a fierce hand-to-hand Fght ensued
The I and 'A* Companies suffered heavily in this cncounter and were
ardered 1o withdraw. During the swithcrawal ‘D’ Company held the last
lay back pedition: The dneiny followed the withdrowal. When minar
actions failed o deter the enemy, Subidar Bishan Singh orponized o
commier-stack with the remmants of his company. Though wounded in
the right arm, he led bis company with such dash and determination that
the ensmy pesifion wis wvemm. Fe bayonetied two enemy soldisrs with
hik owet handa
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Saon andther wave of the enemy came ppon him, A bloedy battle
onsusd and Subedar, Bidhan Singh was wourided for a secanil time, now
in the chest. Still, he continued to lead hils men on, cheering and encotiraging
them, Even when enfeebled by the loss of blood, he killed two mare
enemy. troops with His bayoriet. This 2o demoralised the enemy that ho
1wl int all directions. Subedar Bishan Sinyh chased them shouting "5#1 5
Akal”. He was killed by an enomy bullet while in hot pursult.

Suibedar Bishan Slngh set a fine exampile of courage, leadership and
ditormination, He was awarded Mzhavie Chakrs, posthumously.



IC-1257

Major

_ < Brar,
4 oo Malkiat Smgh,
\ &= MVC (Posth.)

Major Malkiat Singh Brar, sonof Shrt Inder Singh, was born on 15 August
I 1918, in viilage Alamwili, Faridkot, F‘lrmtab, He was commisgioned in
1 {Para) Kumaon Regimenl pn 1 Januany 1941,

‘ Dharing the jarmmu-and Kashmir operations the problem of relief of
Punch caused & lot of anxiety to the Indiang: Troops were despatchead lo
sugment the Punch garrison 60 that it could hold on sgainst the enemy

i pressure, 1 (Para) Kumaon less one company and two companies of
3/9 Gockhos joinedd the Puneh garrizon bofore January 1948 But in this
enemy-infested territory survival was difficult. The supply position wis
rever satisfactory and the troops and the refugess had o go without
recessities for days and weolks. The Punch Brigade often catefed harvesting
operations In the neighbouring enemy held territory fo- augument i
fosd-stiscks. In one such eperation carried out at 2000 hrs on
7 February 1948, at village Khanetar two companies of 7 {Iara) Kumaon
were desply pvolved.

I Major Brar wad then commanding B Company of the battalion at
Punch. Undet his legdesship the unit captured an important hill feafure
| despite heavy opposition of the hostiles: At day-brogk, the enemy directed
very heavy automatic fire from ridges (o e sast, north and south of his
praition. At 1050 hours he fsunched a determinéd counter-attack with
1200 men. By this timwe the forward post of the company had suffered
heavy casualties and orly two mien were left o hold the pomibion: At this
junetiere Mijor Brar, unmindfal of his personal safety, ran with a bren gun
to the forward post ond fired at the advancing ensemy at point blank
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rangs. With fncessant firing he not only stopped the advancing histiles
hcmala-nfumﬂdmﬂnlnaﬂic:mwb&hindtha rocks. Majoe Brar thus saved

the fopward platoons from being pverrun.

Pespite the woiind suffersd during the action, Major Brar persanally
uypetviced the evacuation of casuslbies from the forward pest Heavy
efiemy automatic fire could not deter him fram going about his task
When ordered towithdraw he went around the forward posts and collected
two Bren guns and five rifles from dead eomrades. While supervising the
evacustion of casualties, a Finch mortar bomb Tanded close to him and
waunﬂﬂihm:lmu:ﬁlﬂf Major Brar died an the spol exhorting his men
o continue the fight

Major Brar was awanded Mohavir Chakea for exceptional gallantry,
posthumously,
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IC-159

Lt Col Butalia,
Inderjit Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Lt Cal Inderjit Singh Butalia, son of Sho Igbal Singh, was borm on
12 February 1911, He wan commissioned in the 4 Dugra Regimenl am
31 Jermary 1937,

Dhuring jammu and Kashmir operations the Indian froogps captured
Naushahra on 6 February 1948 The stage wis now set for the recapture
of fhangar, wl'lir.hl'.im], hud lost bo the enemy 6n 24 December 1947, Thie
ring of Enemy positions around Naushahra was still tight makmg any
brezk-through to |hangar diffioult if not impossible The garrison at
Naushahra was, therefore, reinforced to carry put an offensive sweep to
clear the area of the enemy.

During February 1948, the Nanshahea confined 15 activities to
probings into enemy positions. In one m:E actitn on 22 Pebruary, 4 Dogrs
wan ashkesd o provide sight flank prefection 1 Kiumnﬂ, advancing om
willage Kalal Dograk left their camp for reconnaissance at 0115 hours in
Kaman GoshaCals area, While withdrawing on completion of the missfon,
they were pursued by the enemy in good strength upto village Gujneat.
A siharp engagement follgwed. 1t Gl Bhatalis the ﬂ[ﬂmr‘ Commarniling uf
the: Battalion faught bravely. The enemy directed concerted fire an him
He was seriouishy wounded, with hiz left hand completely blown off. This
grove injury did not, however, dampen s spities He refused evacuation,
saying that a few Tike him could be saerificed for fulfilling the task.

Lt Col Bukalis et a fire examiple of leadeship and selfless devotion 1o
duty: He was awarded Mahavir Chslan, posthumisly.




1C-881

Lt Col Caleb,
Salim,

MVC

Lt Cal Salim Calcb, son of Shri | Calib, was borm on 3 November 1924,
at Lahore, now n Pakistan, He wad commissioned in the 3 Cavalry én
2 Seplember 1944, Subsaquently, he rose to the rank of Major General

Draring the Indo-Pak War 1965, 11 Col Caleb commianded the 3 Cavalry
in Khem Karun sectar, 1t was deploved in the Bhikhiwind-Pait ares to
watch for and prevent the enemy tank thrusl, '

(n & Seplember the Pak forees pushed forward after breaking through
Indian defnees in Khem Kamn sector. Lt Col Cajeb intercepted the enemy
tanks on the main Bhikhiwind-Ehem Karan rosd and in fhe ensulng battle
destrayed 5 Pattons and one Chafive tank, The enemy armour then movid
to the west of the pnad but the 3 Cavalry agsin checked i advance. In
the process the enemy suffered badly. The bold and timely acton of
3 Cavalry brovght (e enoony armaots thrust to g halk

Om Al Septesnber the enery moved to thie west of the main road o
pffect a hreskthrough. The 3 Cavaley was diployed In two semi-clrelos,
opeming v the west to meet the enemy threat The assault came at 1530
Hours From the west and 2 fievee tank battle ensued. In this battle the
acourate fire of Tndian tanks destroyed |15 Pattons, Nine othr tanks which
were in working condition, were captured. .

Lt Cal Caleb was decoratad with Mahavir Chakes for hissexceptional
cotirage and leadenahip,



2437390

Naik

Chain Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Naik Chiin Singh, son of Shri Sadhu Ram, was barn on 19 October 193],
b village Bhalnl Uangar, Gu:rdnﬁp'm: Purgab. [T was enmlled m the
Punjab Regiment on 19 October 1951.

During the coaflict with China in| 1962, Nalk Chain Singh was
eommanding a:secoon of the 9 Munab @ Tsagle sea of NETA. On
4 Qetober 1962, his platoon moved from Tsangle to roinforce a wvital
pomithon at Trengiong, north af the Namkha Chu rives. Later atnlght, one
mure platoon jsined them, This increased the strength of the position to
56 men. The 'men had cdnly ponch ammuoniton to fight with and hardly
any time bo prepare their defences.

O 1ith mormieg 500 Chinese, comeentrated i the north and aast of this
poat, started ahalling it with gune and martars. The Punjabis returned the
fire. Naik Chatn Singh and his men fought well, infiicting hesvy canalties
an the enemy and repulsed the attack. The Chinese then launchiéd a siore
dotermined assault on the post from all sides. Agsin Naik Chais Singh
and has mem miliched heavy casualties on thems, Then came the real crisis.
The Naik and his men ran out of amounition. They were oridersd tp
withedraw. Nafk Chain Stngh took over a light machine gin to give covering
fire 1o the withdeswing troops. At this juncture a busst Of the efremy
machine guh irjured him gravely. But he kept on manning the gun to
crable his mon to withdraw saf-efvy Then am enemy gun burst hit him
thin lead. It killed him mstantanepusly, Nalk Chain-Singh enabled his
pection to inflict heavy casuallies on the enemy and pelthdrasy safely,

Nalk Chain Singh was awarded Mahavir Chakra for exceptional
leadership and bravery, posthumously,
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87600 (CD-2)
Leading Seaman
Chanan Singh,
MVC

sading Searmun Chanan Singh, son of Shedl Nandu Ram, was. bom on
1 June 145, in village Gokalgarh, Gurgaon, | Taryana. He was enrolled in
the Indian Navy on 12 June 1941,

Puring the Inde-Pak War 1971, Leading Seamon (hanan Singh of TNS
Hozgly, was with a naval team. It was askod to prepare explosives
and organise infiltration of commandos into Bangladesh. Chanan
Singh petformed his task admirably, wilhout any asistanee, in Sector

On b December, he was directed to join MV Padma. It formed o
part of ALFA Foree which had been ardered to attack enemy targets
in Manglh and Khulna area fram 8 lo 11 December. The ALFA
Boree Tatriched a spetial commando operation on Chalna and Khulna
harbours

The force came under heavy air attack while operating off Khulea. The
Pak sivcraft succeeded in scoring a direct hit on thie gun boat of Leading
Seaman Chanan Singh. The boat sank and lhe Seaman wad serously
wounded by shrapnels: Chanan Singh could maks o the shore with great
difficulty, From the shore le pow two.survivers of the ill-fated gun-hoat
strugaling for their life in the waters. He tumed back to rescue them, and
despite heavy cnemy fire, sacorted (heni to the shome, The danger of
enefmy | fire, however, retainicd.

However, Chanan Singh unmindbil of his wounds, rushid at the enemy.
This cliverted the enemy altention which enabled the two infurd men to
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make good their escape. In this rescue operation Leading Seaman Chanan
| Singh recefved gun shots. Finally, he was overpowered and made & prisurios
of war.

Leading Seaman Chanan Singh was decorated with Mahavir Chakra
| for brevery and selfless comcern for his commades.
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3460 F(P)

Group Captain
Chandan Singh,
MVC, AVSM, V. C

Group Captain Chanden Singh, sor of Colanel Rahadur Singh, was bom
o 8 July 1924, at Jedhpur, Rajasthan, He was commissioned in the Indian
Air Foree ob 27 July |945. He was awarded At Vishicht Seia Medal on
26 Janiuary 1962 for his professiona! competence. During the conflict with
¢ hina in1962, he was put onsupply dropping missions in Ladakh ans,
Although his atrcraft was hit 19 times by the enemy ground fire, he
always returned to the base safely, For |his feat he was awarded Vie
Chinkea Subssquently, he tose to the rank of Air Vieo-Marshal,

During the IndoPak War 1971, Group Captain Chandoan Singh was:
pommanding an Air Foroe Statian in the Eastern front. The Wing stationed
thire was responaible for aidifting commands troops Lo various forward
areas by Dakotas, Bying & sorties a doy: Twenly Caribou aiveraft e from
his Base on bambing missionsand expended 180 bombs on enpmy targets,
Highteen sorties were carried out for aprial recce and army transport. All
these missions were plarmed and directed by him successtully.

Croup Captain Chindan Singh always remiined in the forefront
diiring all air operations: He successhully plarmed o helicopter operation
toy irlift two opmpanies to Sylhet arce. He ransported nearly 3000 troops
and 41 tons of equipment and heavy guns overfiying the obstacles put
by the enemy. The troops and equipment were dropped safely m o hesvily
defended aren during the night, Prior to cath diopping mission, he
persanally carried out recunniissance in the face of snemy fire. On the
night af 7th: December he carred out mght such misslons, deep mip
enamy ferritory, to-supervise the progres af the helicopter operation as
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alsty to guide and inspire his pilots who wene facing menacing groand fire:

Laler he urilertook 18 more missions, On many an oggsiem his helivoper)
wan hil by ground fire, but this dd nil deter him from utidettakini new
tmissiomns This major airborn aperation substantially ¢ortribuled l.u e

fall of Macea and the capitalation of the Pukistani army.

Giraup Capinin Chandan Singh was decorated with Mahavie Chakra for
excoptions] drive. determitation, cmiragin and kﬂlﬁmhii:l'
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I1C-18067
Major
Chandpuri,
Kuldip Singh,
MVC

Major Kuldip Singh 'Clun.dpuﬂ son of Shr Wattan Singh, was borm on
22 November 1940, at Maontgomery, now in Pakistsn. e was

commissioned n the Punjab Regiment an 30 Tune 1963 Ak & sindent he
had been o kekn sportsman, athlete and NCC Cadet

Dutlng ihe Indo-Pak War 1971, 23 Punjab was attached to 45 Infantry
Brigade fo cover the move of 12 Infankry Division into Ramgach bulgs,
It was also to suppart the subseduent offendivi: aperations in the ares: "A7

any of the battalion, led by Major Kuldip Smgh, was-asked to hold
a defended locality in Longewala with a view to check enemy ingress into
iddian territury.

On § Decembar 1971, 10 to 14 enemy tanks probed the company
defended locality at Longewalo, Thereafter the enomy, n about two
company strength, launched an attack on this locality with ammour support.
He was allowed io come within 30 metres of the company’s martar position
und then subjected to heavy fire IAF Hunter aireraft also rocketed aremiy
arrnonr and set thyee tanks ablaze. Another enemy tank was destroyed
by & recoilless gun. The infantry attack of the eneey was alao repulsod
wilh heavy lpases to him.

The enemy was, however, determined fo capture Longewala position.
Therefore, he once agnin attacked thee company position with tanks in
suppart. Then encmy tanks were neutralissd by the Indian Air Force and
his infartry was mowed down by small arms fire by thes company. Enpmy
‘guffered a loss of 30 to 40 men in killed or wotinded and 26 tanks in this
battle. Major Chundpun exhibabed dynamic lepdership in holding his
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|
cormmiand intict during these pperations, He inspired and epcotiraged his
men to beal back the atlack :mwm.gfrmn bunker to bunker in ubter

disregaril for his safety.
! Major. Chapdpurl was awarded Mahavir Chakra for displaying
I cinspledous gallantry and leadership,
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16180

Naik

Chand Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Naik Chand Singh, son of Shri Phuman Singh, was born in 1922 in village
Jaid, Rampuraphul, Punjab. He ivas commissioned in 1 Sikh Regiment on
31 March 1930,

Dhring the Jammu and Kashmir aperations the recapture of Urd by the
Indian fartes on 13 November 1947, removed the etemy threat b Srinagar.
m:atn&hmm]ammum however: remained grave as the enamy
maintained constant pressure on UriPunch ares, On 22 November 1447,
a 60 strong enemy | aﬂncksﬂmlndimpldr’tnnaﬂﬂamlhe
Thelum at 2915 hours. This picket held by 1 Sikh plaloon was vital for the
defence of the Uri camp. Naik Chand Singh was commanding a section
of this platoon.

The enemy atfacked the plcket in three waves, supported by heavy
avtomatic fire from & feature overlooking the picket, sbout 750 metres
awny. The main aftack cema on the side of the perimeter, held by the
section of Naik Chand Singh. The section held up the fite untll the first
wave of the enemy was within 22 metres of ils posilion and then opened
uip with light machine guns, riflés and hand grenades. The enemy, caught
unraweares, withdfew about 20 metns and after Laking up pesition behind
boulders and bushes opened up with automatics.

In betweer the firing abuses wene traded. The enemy even challenged
the Sikhs ta cdmeé out in the uper. Naik Chand Singh thrice came out of
his trench to hurl prenades on the enemy. On' the last gccasion he was:
vronnded m the et fore-arm. The enomy also retired shouting *Jemeadur
Sahth dushman hahnt mazihut fai, fan mare gave”
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At about 2230 hours the enemy put in another attack. This lme be
intensified the covering fire and brought 2 3" martar into action, Again
he was allowed th came within 30 meltes of thie pastion and effectively

stogped Hhetit,

But the induction of 3° mortar by the enemy caused anxiety o the
h\dlqnﬂ.mmdﬂisxf:uul&humifmﬂhﬂﬂng Uirt carnp zlse. It was,
therofore, decided to destroy the martar. Nalk Chand Singh, in spite of
his wounded amm volunbeered to lead the rawd on the mortar. Making
good use of cover; his party (3 men) crawled upto a few yards from (he
mortar posilion. Nulk Chand Singh threw a couple of El‘ﬁ'lﬂlflﬁ at thie
mertar erew, and then alongwith his two comreades charged the motar
pasiticn with l:nj,mm*u shotting "Sat Sei Akal™ Heo killedd dne of thi oo
with his bayonet while the:others fed. The mortar was pat out of action.
Naik Chand Singh withdrew 1o his position safely along with his twp
comradis.

Oncreturn Natk Chand Siegh found the epemy entrenched on s left
flank. He came out of his trench and hurled grerades o force them out.
Thers a burst of l11eermn:.* light machine gun e kim instantaneously.
However, the destruction of mortar complotely demoralised the eneny.
He cillected his wounded and dead under the cover of heavi-aultmatic
fire and flad, The vital picket was thus saved.

Nk Chand Singh was awarded Mahavir Chalkda for eonsploanus
gallantry In the face of the énemy, postiumousiy.
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IEC-787

Major

Chand, Thakur Prithi,
MVC

Major | 'hekur Prithi Chand, son of Rai Bahadur Thakur Amar Chand, was
barn on | Jaruary 1911, in village Rangrl, Manall, Himachal Pradesh. He
wan eommissioned m the Dogra Regiment. Fle later served with 7 Jommu
and Kashmir Militia with great diﬁtinmm and rpse to the rank of 1t Col,

Diring jammu and Kashmit operations; after Lt Col Sher Jung Thapa
Tl left for Skardu in November 1947, only 33 men of the Jammu and
Kashimir State Force were left in Lab, In Fehruary 1944, 1t was decided to
send 3 contingent of 40 men to Leb, to raise and tain a militin for the
deferce ol the srea. Major Thakur Prithl Chand i 2 Dogra volunlesred
to lead this force to Leh. (O 17 Februaty the party left for Lih. On 8 March
1948, despite all kinds of nafural and physical hardships the party reached
Leh, Major Pothi Chand hurriedly mised and tratned a 200 strong Ioeal
militia there

By May 1944, the enemy there-had overrun most of Daltiston and
Kargil. He way advancing on Leh along the Indus and Nubra vallovs.
Majar Prithl Chard contained e eneeny sdvance by adopting guerilla
tirctics. Covering & front extending over many hundred kilometres, he
organised maide and amboshes on the encmy. He underwent exireme
phwuﬁﬂ strain b ks his presence fult everywhiene, One day he wis seen
in the Indus valley and the next day in the Nubra valley. He and his men
lived mostly on "satta’ {gtain powder), With very little ammunition e
kept the enemy at bay, until reinforcement arrived by aic

Cn ane accagion the eremy supportad by 37 howitzers attacked one
of the Indian forward pickets in Leh in battalion strength. He was beaten
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back. Later, Major Prithi Chand led a longrange patrol deep into the
ememy held territory and eaptured one howitzer, It was destroyed before
retiirning by base, This brave officer and hiy men greatly contributed to
Ihe defence of Ladaklh.

Throughout these operations Majar Prithi Chand displayed exceptional
| -.-d.dpf;ﬁﬁf: courage and bravery. He was awarced I\Eﬁl}lﬂvﬁ Chakra




I1C-36449-W
Major
Chatterjee,
Krishna Gopal,
MVC

Major Erishna Gopal Chatterjpe, sun of Shri A K. Chatterjee, was barn on
15 August 1951, at Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. Fe was commissioned in
4 Gorkha Rifles on 23 March 1975. Major Chatterjee sarved in Nagaland,
Hajasthan and Jammu & Kashmir.

The 3/4 Gorldha Rifles, the battalion of Major Chatterjee was inducted
ity Siacheri in September 1987, He was cammanding a campany which
was asked to tzke over the defences of Bila Fmdln Complex, which
incladed the three forward pests called Saddle, 'L Cot and Ashok. While
taking over the charge of the camplex, his company was subjected to
heuvy shelling by the enemy on the morming of 21 September 1957,

Frnrn the pattarn of the enemy shelling, Chatterjee doduced thit the

et of the enemy was Ashok l'ost. e, therefore, decided 1o stay
ﬂnnt ik Post to supervise and direct the defences porsonally. The
expm.'fhﬂ wettacko on the pust ciutie on the night of 23 Septembor with heavy
shetling. Major Chalfterjes directed artillery fire on the snemy concontration
vppesite the Ashok P-m-‘l and broks the enemy assault But the enemy
appeared Again and again and repeatedly attacked the post on the night
ol 23 Seplembior, The defuriders, However, fought with determination and
foiled sach sttempl. Whiledirscting these defensive batiles, Major Chattorjice
was injured in the left arm by a splinter of an aztillery shall, But he refused
tor b evacuated and aomtinyed to command and motivate his men ta hold
on fo the pust.

Hut fhie enemy was not in a:mood 1o accepk defeat. He re-appeared on
thie night of 24 September to launch & major attack on Ashok Fost in
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batialion strength, Major Chatierjes again mollvated his men to repolse

the alinck, Two more determined attacks launched by the enemy the same
ht were also repulsed Throughout this operation, Major Chatlerjes
:éﬁmrn:ed and guided his men against heayvy odds. He beat back a
conditions, successhully.

Major Ciuﬂmjnea'wa& awarded Mahavir Chakra for his outstanding
leadership, professional competence, meticulous planning and bravery:

ted terrain and adverse clmatic




IC-8164

Major
Chaudhary,
Mohinder Singh,
MVC

Mu}n:-r Mohinder Singh Chaodhary, son of Shri PS. Chaudhary, was borm
or 7 May 1930, in village Majara, Rohtak. Haryana. He was cormmissioned
in. the- Punjab Regiment on 9 December 1956. Flis family had a long
milltary Lradition. His great grandlsther, grandiather and elder hm'lhw
#lso served in the Indian Army.

During the contlict with Ching in 1962, Major Chaudhary was with
9 Punjab, deploved in NEFA ares. On 9 October he was ordored to
establich & post at Singjang, north of the log brfdge, with two platoons.
The crder wis carried put immysdiately. But this did not allow him safficient
me 16 dig In-and coordinate his defences. The enemy mounted atiack
o hie poet inoo battalion strength ot 0800 Bours on 10 Octobar from the
east and north-east. Althongh heavily ontnumbered and short of arms
and ammunition, he fsced the enemy attack with deétermination. He kept
(e vastly superiat enemy foree al bay for more than nine hours. But his
nien had nearly finished their smmuonition by now. He was, thersfore,
ordersd] 10 withdraw o the south of the log buidge. Mijor Chandhary
displayed remarkable leadership and courage in extricating his platoon
[P e mdm‘tgemi:[ panition. He was wounded during this withdmwal.
Bul he refuseid evacustion and continued to inspire his men, Later in a
battle on 20 October bz inflicted some 100 casualties on the enemy.

For displaying courage and leadership of a high oxder Major Chaudhary
was decurated with Mahavie Chakea,
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1C-16224

Major

Chewang Rinchen,
MVC and Bar

Major Chewang Rinchen, son of Shri Kunzang Dorjee, was bom on
11 November 1930 in willage Sumoor, Nubra valley, Ladakh, He was
enrolled as Jemadar in the Ladakh Home Guards, 2 para-military
prganisition, on 25 July 1948, He came from a martial family pf Ladakh,
Jemadar Rinchen bugred the MV award twice in his serviee career. He
was aléo awarded Senas Medal in 1962 Within thres months of his [nining
theservios bewas promioted s Subedar. He subsequently rose to the rank
of Major in the Indian Aomy.

During Jammu and Kashmit Operations the defence of Lol was »
matter of grave concern to India. In March 1948, Major Prithl Chand was
sent to Leh to enroll volunteers for | & K Milita. Rinchen, then a student.
teft the school and jomes the Nubra Guards. He argenizad the 1adakhis
into a useful focce. Meanwhile, the situstion in Ladakh sector. grew miore
serious. The 7 | & K Milia was then holding Shvok valley axis of the
vremny sdvanee on Ladakh. [t beat back the enemy attack on Khamt on
28 and 29 August 1948 and agam humbled hinvan 16 Seplembsir at Khatu
Nala. The JCO played & dedsive role in these defensive actions.

[n Saptembir 1948, he was detailed to capturs Tama Houwse', arenemy
position to the west of Shvok river. It was snoextemely difficulr task
frvolying & days’ march through a trepcherous ferrain and a 5200 metres
high mountain feature, | le oocupied the abjective, inflicted heavy casualbies
un the enemy and captured 3 rifles, On 15 December 1948, crossing over
high snow drifts, he led & Heree ‘attack on a highere hill feature near
Biagdangdo village. In this assaulf the JCO and his bamd of 50 Ladakhi
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guerillus walked through snow for 3 days and forced the-enemy to
withdraw, Again, on 22 Decomber he was asked to mount an attack on
l'uldear Hill, the last enemy pasition in the Leh tehadl This jnvolved
crossing of a THM0 metres high mewmiain feshurs, IF ook the JCO six days
ko reach the objective. In this venture his platéon suffered ffty per cent
casualtios from frost-bite. But he kept his men going by displaving
exernplary leadership. The two enemy observation posts were caphured
alter nflicting heavy casualties on him. Jomadar Rinchen was awarded
Misha Vir Chiakra for exemplary courage, lesdership and Inifiative in the
resl Sdverse conditions. '

Rim¢hen, now a Majer, again leapt to glory during the Inde-Fak War
1971, He led o force of Ladakhi Scouts against Pakistanis in Pratapur
sector. His Scouls fought at altitudes where no troops had fought before.
V'hey captured many enemy pitkets, Including one at a height of 5600
fatiningal

Mujor Rinchon was assigned the task of clearing Pakdstani fortifications
from ihe Chalunka complex in Pratapur sector, His force attacked
Chatumka, or 11l Decemper and after heavy fightmg captured it the next
dlay gt 0700 hes. In this attack the enemy suffered 14 killed and 7 (including
two [CO%) prisoners, besides a heavy Ipas of arms:and ammunition. On
11 Decembier he lod an edvance on ook along the bonks of Shyok river.
Passing through the mountain ridges, the Scouts infiltrated into enemy

ositions yuietly und achieved complete surprise. Turtol f=ll on 14
%’emﬂ'lh'ur and this broke the back of Pakistani resistance in this sector,
Othwr pnemy, posts i the area were captured without much resistance.
By the cease-tire day, the Scouts had advanced 22 km along the Shyok,
with the commanding heights on sither sids of the valley in their hands.
They captured nine eoemy positiong at very high alttudes and in difficuls
lerrain.

Major Rinchen was awarded Bar to Mahaviy Chakra for outstanding
gallamtry and leadership.



5439887

Rifleman

Chhetri, Dil Bahadur,
MVC

Riflemman Dil Bahadur Chhetei; son of Shri Lok Babadur Chietr - was borm
on 21 August 1950, in village Ghartt Gaon, district Matta [ang, Nopal,
He was enralled in 4/5 Gorkha Rifles on 21 August, 1968,

During the Indo-Fak War of 1971, 4/5 Gorkha Riflés was deployed on
the Eastern front Tt was ordered 1 captuee Atgram with the theee-fold
nbjective to facilitate the advance on Sylhet, io pose a threat fo the town
of Zakiganj and to secure the line of communlation fram Karimgan| lo
Silchar. Atgram was ¢ well<defended position protected by cancrete bun-
kers with sdequate overhead protection. Well-sited machine guns and
medium machine guns coversd-all approaches to it. Panjis and mines
provided it with additiomal protection. Twa compames of Pak army and

para-military forces defended it in strengzth, It also had the support of 3°-
mﬂﬂam, 2 MMG sectione, 3 feld battery and one 6-pounder gum,

The assault an this well defended position was madeon 21 Novembur
1971, The battle that followed was bitter: Hand-grenades and khularis
were extensively used to assault the dug-in enemy positions. During; this
battfe, Rifleman Chhetr displayed most conspicuous gatlantry. Unmindful
of his Fﬂr;ﬂnnl!.afﬂ} he charged the enemy from one bunker to another
and killed eight of themowith his khukri. He physically capturesd a misclium
machine gun which was holding up his company’s assault. All ranks of
his compony were greatly inspired by his cogl courage.

Riflemian Chheir was desoratesd with Mahavir Chekea for exceptional
valour.

141




13664546

Lance Naik

Chhetri, Nar Bahadur,
MVC

Lance Naik Nar Bahadur Chhwtrl, som of Shirt Teék Bahadir Chhetn, was
born on 27 Narch 1950, Mvﬂlaga. ‘Poarali, distriet Gulmi, Nepal. He was
errolled in the Brigade of Guards on 27 March 1968,

BDuring the Indo-Pak War 1971, the guided missile companies of 12
Cuazds were allotted to different formations o opesate independently. “A'
Company was allotted to 1 Eﬂrpsupmhngmﬁnjﬁb"fhm One platoon
al this company was deployed at the Chhamb crossing owver the river
Munnawar Tawl. Lanse Naik Chhetrt of this platoon was kl&Ephg vigil
o 4 December 1971, when the ensmy launched a massive dttack on
Indizn positions with a combined force of four mfantry brigades and two
armonred regiments. The attack was supported by eléven artitlery units.

The attack was sudden and came from the most unexpected ditection.
The' deployment of tanks in this most unsulfsble ermin for armonr
mioverneny, was A surprise. Indian Army had no? deployed guided missile
sub-units to cover these approaches due o the leck of deployment aren;
The enemy took maximom advaniage of this lapse. Flis two tanks took
pesition acrots (he river and atarled firing high explosive shells oa the
burid. Trtenue artillery, ortar and sitomatic fire added o the intemiity
ol anslzught.

tance Nalk Chheti's position thus lay completely exposesd. At this
crifical moment he took 4 bald decision. Unmindhal of his persanal safety,
he dashed 200 misres ahead of his pasition t0 bring the enemy tanks
within guided missile range. He engaged the enemy fanks sccuratily and
krincked them ot

Lanece Naik Chiwtr was decorated with Mahavir Chakea for displaymg
conspicucus gallantry.
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IC-1933

Major

Chopra, Satyapal,
MVC (Posth.)

Major Satyapal Cliopra, son of Shri Gatari Nath Chopra, was:bornon 12
MNovemther 1922 He was commussigned in the Maratha Light Infantry on
1 July 1942.

Pakistani raiders caphued fhangar on 24 Decemnbir 1947, This gave
them strategic advantage to build up thieir fomes for sssauit on Naushahra
and Prnich. O the other hand 1 was a major set-bagk for the Indians. The
ricapture of fhangar was; therefore, consichers] vitaliv important by them,

To recapturs fhangar Indisnd planndd o two brigade advance on
Navwshabra-Thangar road. Duting thiz advange the Marathas marchied
dhead as a vanguaed of 50 Para Brigade tn the leit of the poad. On 15
March, at 0230 hours the two Maratha companies mpved out om offonsive
reconmaissance to spot enemy positions in the Pir Thel srea. During this

mave Major Chopra led one compnany,

In the meanwhile the hostiles had strongly entrenched themselves at
Pir Thil Nakka, o formidable hill feature. They held fire wntil the Maratha
gpmparies reached the upen ground, within 185 metres ot their position,
The Marathas were csught complotely unawares on this opun ground.
The enemy swept the area wilh four rriachitie guns and six Bghtaulomoics.
Majar Chopta rushed forward with o platoon fo am intermediate position
tiy provide covering fire to his troops, unmindful of his pesgnal salitly.
He was wounded in the face, but despite the injury, he kept on firing 1o
extricite his mtrippe& men, Major Lhopra then tumed to the evacuation
of his men wha were lying wounded on the open ground, swept by
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enemy machine guns. He successfully removed three of them to safety.
While frying to evacuate the fourth man, he was shot through the head
and fell mortally woungded.

Maior (Chopra sacrificed his life 16 save his comrades. For his leadership,
devotion to duty and gallantry he was awarded Mshavir Chakia,
pmtfin;rmmlj'.



1C-11004
Major
Chowdhry,
Vijay Rattan,
MVC (Posth.)

Majar Vijay Rottan Chowdhry, son of Dr. MU, Chowdhry, was barm on
O July 1939, at Ambals, Haryana He was.commissioned in the Corps at
Engincers on 14 December 1955, He obtalned his Engineering diegres from
the College of Milltary Enginuering, Pune, in 1962 He belonged to a
Exraily with a long milibary tradition. '

During, the ndeTak War 1971, the Indian Army planmed & broak-
through in Samba sectar on the Western front. It was a0 pilch dark night
on 11 December when the Indian armour made a move o schicve the
poal, The extensive ensmy minefields at Chakr held up the Indian
progress andd ndversely affected the momentum of their attack. On the
other hand the enemy threat tn Chalea, which had been captured by the
Trudians earlier, was olso developing. To save the situation the Indiam
armour had o cross over the mine-felils

Majir Chivwidhry of tha 9 Engineer Regimient acceptet] thwe challenging
task ol clearing the nune-ficlds and opening a safe lane for the atmowr,
The enemy used all his fire power tp hamper the work But Mujor
Chowadliry was rmt discouraged. He supervisyd the mine clearing operation
unmindful of his personal safety and fmoring all enemy fire. He moved
among his men giving #n instrustion here, and lending a2 hand there, 1l
tha detour was effected. As o resultof bis inttiative the traffic was restored
in the mine-infested area at Chakra and Indian mrmour and antitank
elements could move on to thelr destination.

Dluring the advance in Samba sector, Major Chowdhry also led hismen
In ¢learing the mine-fields at Thukurdwaes, Lohars and the Basantar over,
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I
cach belween 950 to 1400 metroes i ﬂéﬂh While supervising the

impmivement of 2 lane across the mine al Basanlar, he wiis killed in
enemny shelling on 17 December 1971 The plice where he laid down his
lite wisg a Tew km from his home fown Kamgroor,

Major Chiwwdhry was desorated with Matmayit Chakra, posthumously.
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20714
Havildar
Chuna Ram,
MVC (Posth.)

Havildat Chiina Rany, son of Shri Bipa Ramy was botn on 29 Decembir
1923, in villoge Dalmaski Dhand, Sikar, Rafasthan, He was envolled in 2
Raj Rifles on 29 December 1940, Subsequently, he rose to the rank of
Subesdar.

During the Jammuo sl Kashmir operations, the problem of the relisf
of Punch kept on agitating the minds of Indian commanders throughout
1946, By Muy 1948, the Punch Brigade had consolidated is position bui
A link-up was nacessary to prevent (ts encirclement and much feaned
Calprituilation.

A link-up will the Puneh Brigade was, therefore, planned by 15 Brigade,

Chn 15 Turwe al 8530 hoiirs, the brigade column left Rajourt for Thana Mandi
fir eventual link-tp al Surankot 2 Rajputens Rifles provided the right
flank proteciion to the column. The enemy was docupying the hills 'on
bioth sides of the road Rajours-Thang Mandi with a battalion. On the tight
flank of the road the enemy was holdmg paint 5460 m company steength
I'his posed & direet threat to the right flank of the brigade column.

The '’ Company of Z Rajputana Rifles was asked o fnunch an allack

an puint 5463, When the company was. shout 140 metres shiort of the

objective the enemy spened upwith heavy SAA fram the front side. Bren
gum end sifle fire ales camie from two dmeirs, situated on & spur, overlooking
the company position. At thisjunctore, Havlldar Chune Rawy, comemandis
ol the reserye platoor of the company, was ordersd 1o silence the esemy
saptgar on the right spur, which was belching fire on the eompany position
The Havildar moved up with two sections of his platoon. Whan he had
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climbed Lp b'a positon within 25 mettes-of the objective the enemy
attacked the sectinns withhond grenasdes. Thessituation wis indeetd grave.
At this wtage Havildar Chuna Ram, in complete dﬁrﬂﬁﬁﬂihﬁ his s_tttm:i-n.ﬂl
safety, charged the enemy post with a sten gun. Singlebanded he jilled
bwrand wounded thyee snemy troops and silenied the yuns. This enabled
the company to capture lis frst objective. -

The gallant NCO was hit and wounded by grenade splintors all over
the body, One splinter Burst on the leff side of his back. The right Teg was
pircedd by fhree splinfers. Ome splinter each woundisd Him on the loft log
and the right forearm The Havildar &l fighting at the enemy post
mortally wosnded,

Havildar Chuna Rem was awarded Mahavir Chakea for gallantry and
leadership of & very high order, posthumously.
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4580 F(P)

Wing Commander
D'Costa, Allan Albert,
MVC

Wing Commander Allan Albert D'Caosta, son of Shri AV, D'Costa, was
born on 1 Febraary 1933, in Bombay, Maharashira, He was commissioned
i the ledlan Alr Foroe on 14 Ogtober 1953, He was alio awarded Vayu
Sena Medal. Subseguently, he mse lo the tank of Group Captain.

During the Tndo-Fak War 1971, Wi Cdr I'Costa commanded No. 222
Squadmon an the Western front. The Squadron was assigned the task of
striking ab the enumy and conducting photd recannalseance. During the
war, Wg Cdr D¥'Costi led as many as 15 missions =gsinst heavily
defenided targets into the eemy temtory.

On 4 December, Wi Cdr D'Costa carried out a recormaissance sartie
ever Wallon alefivld and locbed a rarLur unit thore. He led a strike an
Risalwala alrfield the same day in of very poor visibllity over the
farpget area. In the allernoon hes Chander airfield. Next day, he I=d
a-misgion o Chistian Mandi and persorally accounted for three enemy
tanks, Un 6 Decemiber, he lod an attack on 2 concentration of tanks at Dera
Gaba Nanak, in ihe fare of intense anti-aircraft fire. In this effort his
number twi was shot down but he pressed home the attack, in utes
disregard of bis own safety, and destroyed a number of eneny tanks. On
7 December he carried out & low-level photographic reconnaissance mission
in the Sulemanki area and follawed it up by leading an attack on railyeay
wagons ind vital irstallaons Fotween 8 and 12 December, he few a
rusmber of tnescorted reconnatinane missions and gathored valuakie
intelligence. This preatly helped the Air Force and the Indian Army in
pianning ar and ground operations. He led missions: against railway
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tirgets, sueh an marshalling yerdsand railway iracks. in the process he
a large:-number of railway wagons, All these missions were

destroyed

flown in the face of miense anti-ajrerakt ﬂmmdinmﬁemagﬂnut

Pakistant air fhreat, His bravery, determination and skill were an nspiration
s the pilots of his squadron.

Wiy Celr D'Costa was awardad Mahavir Chalrs fae congpicuous bravery
and cutstanding leadesship.



9025630

Naik

Darshan Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Naik Drarshan Singh; son of Shed Harn Sigh, was born on 28 July 1929,
at Ludhiana, Punjab, He was enrolled n the Sikh Light Infantry on 28 fuly
11248,

During the Indo-Pal War 1965, 5 Sikh Light Infaniry was deploved in
Mendhar sector in famemu and Kashmir, Chueni Nar, a feoture t the sputh
west of Mendhar-Balemi roed, overlooked the Indian defences in Lhis area.
Pakistin had occupied this feature in August 1965 and she wsed i for
infiltration putposes. It was hald in batalion strenpth with fdld guns,
mountain guns, medium guns and mortars in suppork Todio first tried
to get this encroachment on its emitory emoved throogh the LN But
the UN inability to help [ndia foreed her to wiest the tenitory by force.
The Sikhs were put an the job,

DCraring the attack on the feature on the night of 2 November, Naik
Diarskan Singh led the leading section of the company, which wenl 1o
dear a bunker of enemy Browning machine gun. e appraach 1o ihe
Bunlir lay over a diffictlt aid steéep tartain which wis mined, wired and
duminated by enemy small arms fire. Naik Darshan Smghencoursged his
men to charge. In this charge his leflt leg was blown up by o mine. St
he continued crawling forward and exhorting the men to carry an with
the charge. He even overcams 3 wire abstiele on the way: In the procoss
of cravwling to the obstacle anisther ming Blast wiounided him pevemely. SH1L
he moanaged to ceaw] forward b the-ememy burker and harled a grenade
into it Encouraged by him, the remaiming men of his section charged and
silenced the enemy Hrnwnjng matchine gur. By this tinwe his entire section
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had fallen ezsunlty. They hod, howeven, paved the way forthe socoess:
af their company. Nalk Uarghan Singh died dhouting to the fallow-
up echelion to tike the route which had been cleared of mines by his
sction.

Naih Darshan Sirgh was honoured with Mahavir Chakes for displaying
exemplary conrage, determination and leadership, posthumeushy,
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IC-4004

Major

Dayal, Ranjit Singh,
MVC

Major Ranjit Singh 12ayal, son of Kisaldar Ham Singh, S8, OBL, was
bom: on 15 Novembrer 1928, In Burma, Fis family later settled in village
Tukar, Budhni, Kurukshelrs, Haryans, He was commissioned dn the
Parachiute Regiment on 12 September 1948. Subssguently, he rose to the
rank i LU General. During the Pek infllirations in Aogust 1965, Major
Dayal was commanding a company of 1 Fams Battalion in Jammuo and
Kashmir. The plan was to caplure Hajl Pir Pass with a view to s=al an
important entry roate of the infillrdlons into the valley. 1 Para was detailid
t captizte the vital tdshrres Sank, Sar and Ledwiali Gall with fhe infent
t exprore further to Haji Fir.

On the mght of 25 August 1965, Major Dayal led a company assault
on the Sank hill feature in pouring rain. The assault was stalled by heavy
enemy fre and Major Daval could extricate his company out of 2 hapelpes
situation, with great difficulty. But dn the following night he ogain attackid
Sank antl captared it. After owee daring efforts he captured Sar and
Ledwali Gali, o the northwest of Haji Pir Pass, by 1100 hours on 27
Augast 1905,

Iaving secured the thres strateglc hill features, Major Dayal and his
men commenced advance for Hajl Pir. Tt was beavily raimng and this
made anv furthor edvanse difficnlt Meanwhile, the enoiny had regroupid
and started mortar and machine gun fire on the advancing Indian troops.
Major Dayal then chose a different approach to caphure the Pass: Marchine
by nizht through very difficult termain he climbed up to the Pass from the
maorst unexpectsd direction and toak the enemy by surprise. After a bwo-
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hour long hattle he captured the Pass by 1100 Thours on 24 August 1965,
In this action ooe Fakistani Officer and 11 Other Ranks weee caplured,

Iherestingly, when Major Dayal and his men weree digging in at the
Tass, v Pakistani alficer and three ather men walked strasght at them,
They were not aware of the fall of the Haj Pir Pass. Indecd these men
werp found in possession of a large numher oi dm'n'n'ri:r‘,lh- Major Daval
and his men shared their ratlons with the coplured Paklstanis. 1 s re
markable thal the Hail Pir Pass was captuted without gny casually tothe
Tndiang.

On the moming of 29 August 1965, Major Dyl sent i phitoon
to capture ancther fealure. Seeing thal the palml had ecme E:avv
fire, he immediately went to help it with anothict plnh:rnm. The eromy held
the feature In company strength and was supporied by morfars and
medium machine guns: Major Dayal led hm{;_!ntnrm i 4 lightmng attack
and took the enemy completely by surprise. This daring act unnerved the
enemy forces anid they took to their heels

Major Dayal was awarded Mahavir Chaken for dispiaying uu‘tﬁriimﬂing
courage and gqualibies of leadership.

154



2930979
Lance Havildar

Daya Ram,
MVC

Fanere Havildan Daya Ram, ron of Shri Bholi, was bom on 25 March 1922,
in village lslamabad, Bulandshahar, Uttar Pradesh, He was enrolled in
1 Rajpput Regimenl on 1 June 1940,

6 Tebruary 1938, Is'a slgnifiant dite it the history of Jems ind
Kashmir operations. O this dey 6000 iribals faunched an zttack on Tam
Dhar and Kot pickets in Naushahra sector. It was the Tain Dhar pickets,

particularly picket No2L which bore the brunt of this attack. The enemy
attack commenced at 0843 Rours In the murning,

Lance Huvilclar aya Ram af 1 Rajpul was then commanding 2 furwatl
section of the platoon o picket No2 in Tain Dhar. The picket was sub-
sected to hieavy enemy fire. The section posi was attackad-as many-as five
times, but every time, the chemy was beaten ‘back and suffered heavy
lissze. In the process the Lance Hayildar and mont of his men wers also
wounded. But he kept an hurling hand-grenades and encouraging his
men to fight on. When his Moo 1 bron gunner was kifled. he tovk over
Hur pun and inflicted: heavy losses on the enemy.

During the final charge on the pickef three enemy soldiers came within
1{} metres of his post. He killed two of them, Bul the third one TENAZEH
to reach him. He injured the hlesding Lance Havildar with his sward and
catght the barnd of his gun, Buil Lance Havildar Dava Ram held oh o
his bron gun, tock out 2 hand-greniade with his left hand, remaved its key
with his teeth and threw it on thie enemy who was blown to bits. By this
act of bravery, he nut only seved the bren gun from faliing info enemy
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hanids: but alsn the lives of his four comeades who were lyving wounded
irt the post

Lance Havildar Daya Ram was awarded Mahavir Chokra For
conspicuwus gallaniry in the face of the enemy,
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4810 GD(P)

Sgn Ldr

Devayya,
Ajjamada Bopayya,
MVC (Posth.)

Sqn Ldr Afjamada Bopayya Devavya, sun of Dr. Afjamada Bopayya, was
born i 24 Devember 1932, al Cacrg, Mysae, 1o was commussioned as
General Duties (Pilet) in the Indian Adr Foree on 6 December 1954

During the Indo-Fak War 1965, Sqn Ldr Nrvayya was atiached to Ne.
1 Jiet Tralning Wing, Air Fores Station Fiakimpel. (n 7 Septembae 1185,
he wad assignes] the tesk of attacking the heavili-defended Sargodha
airfield of Palastan. Piloting a Mystere aireraft he unidertook the missicn
with determunabion and attncled the airheld successtully at the appointed

e,

Thet Mystere aircraft piloted by Sgn Ldr Devavys was interdeptod by
asupersonic F-104 Starfighter of the Pakistan Air Force. Flight Lisuterant
Hussain, the Fak pilok first flred an air-to-air Sidewinder missile at the
Mystere which S Lelr Divayya successfully evaded. However, by virtue
of jfs faster acreleration, the Pak Slarfighter rapidly closed in'on the
Mystere and fired a barst of 20 mm multibarrel cannon at (¢ 1t left the
Thalinn Mystire damagee. The F-104 soon went abead of the Mystere due
tey it highu: spoed. The Indian pilot saw an oppottunity here. With utter
tisrepand for his persemal safety, be flew his damaged Mysicee in pursuit
af the Pak Starfighter. The decision was aritical bacauss the Mystore wis
aperating al the extremity of its ratyge. Corbat with an F104 mennt Litie
clance of tetum to base. Bt the Pakistand pilot's akill and the supesine
performanes of his aircraft were no match fon the Indian pilot's
duterminatipn and gingle-minded devotion, to duty, Maneegvring hie
damagid Mystere he fimally shot down the Pak Starfighter. Plight
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Linutonant Hussain, the Pak pilot sverd his life by ejecting summﬁﬁaﬂ}*
’E‘rqn Ldr Devayya could niot maintain the contral of his damaged aircraft
any longer.and was killed elther in stlempling 4 lwnw-\lwel sjection or in
i erash.

In combating an F-104 with 5 demaged Mysters: Sqn Ldr Devayya
layed valour of a very high order. He displayed ewepﬂumi flying
E!P in shooting ddvwn an aiivrafl with o much hlghur purformance. Hor
I'.I'riii excephicnal sol of gallantry in the lice ol e enemy Sqn Lir Devayya
was awarded Mahavir Chakra, pasthumaously.
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26301

Sepoy
Dewan Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Sepoy Dowan Singh, son of Shri Udai Singh was buorn on 4 March 1923,
in vilinge Purdam, Tejamn, Pllhamgarh, Utkar Pradesh. Flewas artolled
in 4 Kumaim Regimen! o 4 March 3913,

During the invasion of Kashmir in 1947 the captire of Sringgsr was the
main pbjective of the raiders. For the Indians, o fhe sther hand, it wWis
equally impertant to deny them the ingress to Srinagar. Meadures ware
taken 10 prolect Srinagar airfield and tfroops were sent o raconnanne e
Badgam sreal b ehieck thesenemy: advance

On 3 November, while recommoltring Badgam area, & cuenpany of
4 Kumaon was suddenty atiackedd by 700 raiders at 1400 hours. The attack
was preceidid by light muchine gun eid modiom machine gun fire. During
this attack Sepoy Dowan Singh was serving 25 a gunner with a section
of the cumpany. Much of the enemy fire was directed against his platoon
position. Knowing that the pusition was no. mare terable, the platoon
commandér was asked to withdraw. But by now the enemy had came
very near, making the withdrwal impdssible. Sepoy Dewan Singhknes-
ing the stuation a5 desperate, picked up his bren gun and commerniged
[iting with grest aceuracy and speed. Enemy suffencd ot least 15 casualtivs
and fell back. He thus repulsed the enemy attack and enabled his platoon
tix withdraw safely.

‘While firlng 3t thi dnemy, he was seveérely wounded on the shorilder.
SHl he stublk on to his position. The enemy fnding that the platoon hasd
withdeewn and that there was a lone bren firtng vn hlm, concentrated all

-




fire on his post. But Sepoy Dewan Singh did not leave his weapon till 5
Bursl froim an enemy gue il him on bis chest dnd made him immobile.
Int this-sction, 1 Officer, 1 JCO and 20 DR were killes] on the Indian side.

By his heroic action Sepoy Dewan Singh saved his platoon from

cornplete antihlistion. For his excoptiomal courage, gallantry and devetion
to duty he was awarded Mahavir Chakra, posthumously.
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I1C-2447

Lt Col

Dharam Singh,
MVC

Lt Col Dharam Sigh, son of Subedar Major Ujula Singh was bom on

‘8 Pebruary 19120 in village Badasara, Bhiwand, Haryana. e was comueis-

sionwd Jo fhe Kumaom Beginvent on 15 May 1941

In Noviember 1948, (he operations in [ammu and Kashmis were in full
swing. A Hnkeup with Punch, vital for the safety of the Indian garrison
there, had eluded the Indians so far. The 19 Infantry Brigade was aslod
to effect d Timk-op with Funciu 1 (Par) Kumaon spearhended the Brigade
advance on this mission, The Kumaonis wore o caphure the sonthern
ridges of Mendhar to nentralise the enemy epposition enroute, The road
was hazardous, bevause the enemy was oocupying the Kot areaon the
left flank. To overoom this abmbscle the toops had to cross over a valley
to gt ot the western tidges of Bumbsar Ki Gali, before advancing an
Mendhar ridpges.

On 7 November 1944, during a night attack on the feature, Lt Cal
Itharam Singh led his battalion extromely well overa difficult country and
arainsta determined enemy. He fright five actions mpritch dadk without
any actillery suppart At Dheri Dhara, his forward company caprured the
encmy position after A bold (rontal eharge. The battalion had to fight for
every pimple on the way to Mendhar, Al daybroak he was on top of the
feature with his men. During 'these sncounters Lt Col Dharam Singh
=hveays mived with the leading company uhmind ful of his porsonal safety.

L+ Col Dharam Singh was awarded Mahavir Chakr for conspicuous
gallantry and inspiring leadershlo In the fsce of the enemy.
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1C-14123

Major

Dharam Vir Singh,
MVC

Majar Dharam Vir Singh, son of Honorary Captain /| uhi Ram Singh, was
bern o 1 Janary 1039, at Bhamela, district Muzafiamagar, Littir Pradesh,
He wad commissioned in the Grenadiers an 11 December 1962
Subseguently, he rose to the rank of Lt Colonel.

Curing the Indo-Pak War 1971, 5 Gremadices win given the lask of
capturing  the anemy strimghold Chakes . Shalargarh ssctor. 1t was
well protocted: by wire obstacles and mine-falds and was held in
atrength by a Patton squadeon, an infantry company and 4 mobils
detnchments of recoilless guns and mackine guns. Lhe tagk was considered
difficult tut nucessary to threaten the enemy pasitions at Debles and
further et

The Grenadiers liunchid the assault acress the mine-ficlds at 2100
hours an 10 December. The entny breught down fntense artillery and
tunk fire on the advancing troops inflicting heavy casnalties on them, But
the Indians were not discouraged. The assaulting companies prossed
home the attack with determination and forced the enemy tanks to
withdraw. During this Indian assault Major Dharam. Vir Singh was

the left foryeard company of 8 Grenadiers: He boldly led his

com sy ‘Il'ln'lu:g"h the mine<field, By r.impla:.'ing exemplary coutage he

nspired his mon o rush to the objective and capture it Afis 8 Heres

Brd 10 luand Gght, lasting foe mome thin three hoors, the objective was
Eﬂptuned

Thae ememy counber-stiack came at 0700 hours an 118, Major Dharam
Vie Sing b inemdadiul of hissbeby, moved froin trench to trench m.:mmg:ng
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his men to stand fast and repulse the atlack, The counter-attack was.
beaten back decisively. The company destroyed 2 enemy tinks and
captured 4 tanks, 2 jeops and o lol of arms und ammunitivn, Earller un
5 December, Major Singh had led the company in e soccesaful attack on
o strong enemy, post at Chaman Khurd,
Major Dhararm Vir Singh was awarded Mahavir Chakea for displayi

exemplary bouragd, ltadership and devotion to duty, in the ﬁ:ﬁf
enemy.
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2831725
Rifleman
Dhonkal Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Riflemon Dhonkal Singh, son of Shri Simrath Singh, was born o
| Dhcember 1923, in village Sekala, Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Hewas errolled
in & Rajputan Rifles on 1 December 1944,

hring Jammu and Kashmir operations e endmy activity increased
in Ui stetor in mi-Aptil 19485, At that time thissector was strongly held
by two Incizn battalions O 18 April the enamy atiacked twin piclots el
by & Raj Rifles but was beaten back and sui fered heavy casualtios. He then
directed fineat Natwa picket, which ws fhe key to the defence of Uri and
was called, Un ka Morcha® for iy steategle importante. But e encmy
did net dare to come close to the plekot.

Cin 29 April 1948, i Boj Rif was gridered to capture a feahure pverldoking
the Nalwa picket with a view lo stiengthon the defence of Uri. At 206K
hiotrs on 30 April, the battalion lwadquarters unel the four assaulting
companies concentrated foir the aiack: The T Company had to make its
way alanga nareow Tidge through = ping forest fy reachits objective south
of Uri

While adviicing [t ¢anie within 28 metres of a hidden bunker and the
enemy tgened up with a light machine gun, Rifleman Dhonkal Stogh,
who was guiding his platoon as the leading scout, received perious injuries
i the loft shoulder during this fising, The brave soldier, howeves, cawlod
forward to the fank of the enemy and whot within i few mettes of the
post, destrayed [t with a granade. Thres enemiy prrsmnel wre killed and
the rest abandarisd the post and withdrew. While chasing the fleaing
ensmy, he was again hit by a grenade oo his chest and face, SHll, he
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minnaged to horl s grenade at the flesing enemy and Ellled two of fhem,
The ememy Communider alio disd in this acHon. The Indiang finally
achieved the objective. The severely wounded Rifteman fully drenchesd in
blogd, tell upvonscious and died. His outjtanding bravery and
distermination emabled e company io aptitre the abjective without further
bomss uf Life.

Few his supreme sacrifion Kifleman Dhonkal Simgh was awarded Mahavie
Chakrs, pokthumously.
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1C-13176

Second Lieutenant
Dogra, Bhagwan Dutt,
MVC

Second Lisuienant ﬂhigam Duft Dogra, sam of Shrt Dewan Chand, was
born on 25 Scpltember 1941, at Lahore, now in Fokistan, He was
commissioned in § Gorkha Rifles on 10 June 1961

2 thie conflict wih China In 1962, 1/9 Corkhia Rilles was occupying,
a forward position in Tsangdhar ares, NEFA. Second Lieutenant Dogre
wiel poafed on thiy el flank of e battalion to puand the teack swhich Ted
tw his company's position,
On 20 October 1952, st 0445 houts, the Chinese dubjected his positicn
b By shelling. The shelling wis followed by o detormined attack by
abont 200 Chinese at 0530 houes. Thoogh heavily ontnumbered, Second
Llewtenant Dogrs and his men held thele ard broke the initlal
assanll. He maved fram hiinker to bunker infising confidence in his men,
Hie comtinued to run about even after he sulfered a grave wound In the
face and was h1m'hhg, protusely. When [krgm cenliged that the Tight
machine gun of the section had ﬁ.nppﬂ:l fring, in compilebs disrecard of
his prersomal satety, he mn to it through the bail of enemy fire, put the
gun Intn action and infHetéd eavy casualtios on the mmemy, Afterwards
e diretted the pun o glve covering fire for the withdmwal of his men.
He continuad 1o 'do so 4l the machine pun was destroyed and he was
captired,

Second Lisatenamt displayed courage and leadership of a high
crder and was decorated with Mahavir Chakra.



2960050

Lance Naik
Drig Pal Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Lange Naik Drig Pal Singh, dan of Shri Sunder Singh Rathoire, was bom
on I3 December 1345, in village Naugma, district Shahahanpur, Uttar
Pradesh. Ho was enrolled in the Rajput Regiment on 23 Dacnmber 1965

During the Indo-Fak War 1971, 15 Kajput was deployed on Hhe Wettenn
anL It participated in the batths of Fazilka. Diiring this battle, Lance Naik
Smgh commanded o sectiom of the baitalfon. Linder his alle
Tnpdurﬁhp the section accomplished the task assigned toit. But two enemy
rmedim machine guns lossted in bunkers comtinues firing. These hfliid-
ed tasualties on Rﬂ].'P'LIJ:I and al the same Lime hinderd thy el misating
of troapiin the Mawesam Bund area. The Lence Naik decided {o silence
Ihese gunsa.

O thie night of 13 December, ke tonk twa men with him, craw/led 150
metnes bo Lhe firl bunker and [shled a areriade at it This destroyed one
meclinm machim: gurn. He then crawled towards the second gui but vwas
hik on the way by an MMOG buest on e lefi shoulder. He comtiredd
ndv..ncmgﬂmm:ds the target when another MMG burst hit him on the
chest and killed hu'.rr on the spol. But the sacTifice did not. g0 Invain. His
bold and acton frightencd the enemy and he ran away from
the bunker leaving behind the medium maching gun and a Intgs quantity
of ammuniten: The brave soldier emabled his unit fo achicve the obsective.

Lance Naik Drig Pal Singh was awarded Mahavir Chakra for displaying
mmpl.nﬂr Li.'ll.'l.riIF,E and devallon o L:Iul'r, T_mﬁthunwuulu
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1614 GD(P)

Wing Commander
Engineer,

Minoo Merwan,
Padma Bhushan,
PVSM, MVC, DFC

Wing Commander Minaa Merwan Ingineer, ann af Shri M H. Imani, was
born on ! January 1921, in Hydemabad, Sind, pow in Pakistan, He was
commisaioned a3 General Duties [Pilot) i the Hoyal Indian Air Foroe on
1 Augzust 1940, Ins his long service career he was awarded Padma Bhiushan,
Param Vishishi Seva Medal and Distinguished Flying Cross. He roze o
the rank of Air Marshal of #he Tndian Air Forpe. During the conflict with
China in 1962 and Inde-Pak War 1971, he played o leading rolein organising
the akr support B the fighting troops.

During Jammu & Kashmir Opcrations 194748, Wing Commander
Engineer actively parficipated in air activity in Kashmir for nearly a year.
Under his uble guidance: thy enemy was hit hard on o number of oocasions
al Kighangnnga Bridge, Skardic anel Gilgit. During thi capture of Gurais
Mie Air Force extended very effective suppart to the land toroes. This was
largely dise to the drive and initiative shown by Wity Commander
Enginger in planning and directing the air operations.

Wing Commander Engineer was awarded Mahavie Chakra for
excopticnal gallantry and leadershap.



12742
Havildar
Fateh Singh,
MVC

Havildar Fateh Singh, son of Shri Bharat Singh, was born on 3 fune 1919,
in village Kirsols, Jind, Haryana. He was enmolled In 3 jat Begrment on
5 June 1690, He laler mee to the rank of Subsdar and retired as Honorary
Captaln In Jure 1967,

During Jammu & Kashmir operations the Inidisn army had (o withdrw
from some vital positions m the northern sedtor of Kashmir in the first
talf of 1948, The loss 6f Kargil and Dras created o grove situation mdeed.
An attempt 1o retrieve the situstion in early September through a left hool
attack om D and an advamge through Zuji La alan faited. On 11 Scptember,
77 Para Bde planned a break throvigh at ZojiiLa by a frontal attsck. 5
Mahratts wire lo capture the Mukand Hill and 3 Jat the Chabutra Hill,
bo thie fight and left of the main track bevond Zoji La. Both the features
were strongly held by the enemy,

The 3 Jal sdvanced o launch attack on Chabtra with A & D Companies
at 2120 hoiirs on 13 September. Hovildar Fatel Singh was number two
withs u platamm of the leading company, When the platoan approached the
chiective at 0300 hours on the |4th, the enemy who had been holding fire
for taclical reasons o far, openkd up fram 20 metres of the platdon
pisition, The platadn suffered heavy castialties and Havildar Fateh Singh
ani his few men moved up to a safer position near Tactical HQ. About
tires-fourth of the attacking force was wiped out during this attack. The
survivors withdrew by 1400 houwrs,

A that Hme; some 20 bodies of the Indians could be seen lying on the
spurs. The Cammanding Officer ardered Havildar Fateh Singh to move
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diywn toy the spurs to collact the wounded and also the weapomna nf tHwe
dead. THe beave Iavildar moved alwad without any hesttatiem, He had
scarcely moved a miotre, when an-enemy Browning opened up and a
bullet hit him steaight on the hand. In factl b was given up a3 doad by
all those who were obscrving his movements.

Half an howr later e again tried o midve farward but this attracted
apather bullet, which injured him m the arm. In this sthuation Bie only
alternative left to hir was to lie still. He made a hold atiempt after an
hour and | spite of heavy sutomatic fire from all directioms sucopliod
it reaching the lower slopes of the spur, He succeeded (n eollecting 4
wounded comrades and brought them back o sufety. He also Bnllectsd
weapons from: the dead.

liavildar Fateh Singh fdced yel another danger, At 1915 hours while
with his wounded comrades he saw 15 enemy tr moving up the hill
with the intent of collectmg the arms of the diesd- &mwmmﬂm
- Iehlrthdhmd-grmmdnﬁﬂnd killed 3 of tham. Thenthmmkhathurr
hedls, Thereatier the Haviidar along with the wounded withdrew to a
snfer place, In this action Subedar Fateh Singh et 3 unigue example of
gallantty and was awarded Mahnvie Chakrs
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1C-13792

Major
Gahlaut, Anup Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Major Anop Smgh Gahlaut, son of Lt Col Dalel Singh, was bom on
19 Septemnber 1940, in Nangled village, Deltif, 1o wis commissioned in the
Dogrs Regiment on 11 December 1962,

During the inda-Pak War 1971 3 Dogra was deployed in fhe Lakubam
sectar |n the then Fast Pakistan, It was ordered to mave into the enemy
territory on 3 Deécember m the night to establish road-blocks on
Chauddagram:-Laksham rood. The task had to be carried out Ty first ligh
an 4 Meeember with utmost secrecy and speed. *A" Coy under Major
Gahlaut successfully establinhied road Blocks by 0010 howrs on 4 December.

Om 5 Degembier, A & 1) Companies of the Dogras succesdud in trappang
twi ehiemy compinies between them, They were asked to surrender. Bnt
the enemy chose to fight it out to the bitter end. The Dogras sl vowed
to beat the enemy convineingly- Major Gahlautin a daring move charged
an enemy position in platoen strength. A hitter encounter ensued, While
the Ballle wis raging the enemy attacked Major Gahleat’s platoon in
cumpEny alrength from an mmxpecter.’: quarter. Though caught unawares
the Mnmp did mot lose his balance. He mllivd his plaleoem to fight the

~. In the muh'g battle Major Gahlaut and some of his brave mon
Fe'l] m the batilefisld Major Gehlout susthined serious wounds it the
hand-trhatd fighting. Huw.mm he continugd ta fight on and foally
succesdod in breaking the enemy attack. He diegd shortly after this heroic
bt

For displayitig exemplary lsadership Majur Gahlow) was awarded
Mithavir. - posthumously.
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1C-28792

Major

Ganapathi,
Puttichanda Somaiah,
MVC

Major Puttichands Semaiah Ganapathi, son of Shl Putlichanda M. Somaiah,
was born on 7 November 1044, in village Chamial Mythadi Kedagu,
Kattataka, Hewss commissoned i the:Mahar Regimenton 22 June 19068,
He taok part m the counter-nsurgency operations in MNagaland,

Alter the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, 21 Infaniry Brigade wis despatched
to Sri Lavika ng a part of Indian I'eace Kveplng Force The first continpent
of [he Foree which Janded at Palali, Jatoa, included 8§ Mahar, Major
Ganapatii commanded 2 company of this battalion, He memained deeply
invilved in counter-insungency operatioms in an untamillar land Hiroughout
his sty in S5 Lanka.

On 16 Distober 1987, Major Ganapathi's company located al Anatkkodal,
was surrendesd and IEPE:ﬂlﬂdl}' attacxed by the militants. The company
hind oeeupicd this posion with a view to provide & firm base 1o 41
Infantry Brigade to launch an offensive on enemy bases As o resull of
the intense firdng of the endmy, the compiany sulfersd heavy cosualties.
It also fan shiort of amimuniticne Due 1o heavy militant fire evin sirdrop
of ammunition was not pesiible, The situation was indeed grime Major
CGanapatht, however, fought gallantly and kept the militants at bay
throughout the day, Fle continued fighting, (mom trench o trench 11 000
hiowrs o 17 October 1987, whien 4 patrol fnally brought the ommnition.

Mator Ganapathl wasawarded Mahavir Chakra for exceptional devotion
to duty.



4482 F(P)

Wing Commander
Gautam, Padmanabha,
MVC and Bar

Squnﬂmn Leader Padmanabha Gautam, son ol Shrl Nesgikanta

Padmannbha, was born on 23 July 1933, in Madras, Tamidl Madu. He wis®
commitgsioned in the Indian Alr Force on 1 April 1953, Subsequently, he

rosie to the rank of Wing Commander. This promasing officer was il

in:a Hying necident on 25 November 1572,

Daring the Indo-Fak War 1965, Squadron Leader Goutam commnnded
u bogiber squadron in the Western sector. On the cutheesk af the hostilities
e was assigned muny difficult and dangerous misstons inta. enemy
territory al short notice. [l undertook alx affensive. tactical and elajbe
suppart missions deep into ensmy ferritery bebyeen 6and 21 Seplember
1965, nodwithsfanding the heavy ground fireand Pak Sabie-jet attacks.
These missions included reconnaisdancy lnto oney terrfory, bombimg of
Alkwal and Gujarat airfields and siratfiog of enemy concenteations in
Gujarat and Chawinda areas.

Hor digplaying exceptional coursge, detérmination and devaltion to-duty
he was decoirated with Mahit Vie Chakra,

Wing Commander Cautam pol aninther opportunity to distinguish
bifmself during the Indo-Pak Wer 1971, He then commanded 16 Sgeadron
af the Indizn Alr Foree dni the Weslem front. This bombire squadean was
allotted the task of penetrating depp into memy fermtory o attack vital
targats:

Wing Commander Gautam led 4 tiumber of attacks, On 5 December
1571, he led an attack on Misnowall airfield. This aitficld waswell protected
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with anti-aircraft guns and pmall arms. The moment Indian aircenft
sppeaned aver the airfield, they wers subjected to mienaiye anticaircralt
anil small arms fire, Teading his squadron with <kill and Sotermination,
Wing Conmmandeér Gautam flew at low level, svolded the gétund fire and
lttieckid thue target with et precision. The raid severely damaged the
airfield. The raid was repeated on 7 Decembar. with equnl sgccess, He also
led & successful rocket and gun atteck on raflway marahalllng yurds im

Montgomery-Ratwind ares despite heavy anti-aircraft fir.

Wing Commuander Gautam wid swarded Bar to Mahavir Chakra foe
professinal skill, covrage and leadership of a high order-:



IC-7119

Lt Col

Ghai, Ved Prakash,
MVC (Posth.)

It Col Yed Prakash Ghal, son ¢f Shri Desh Raj Ghai, was bam on
29 Februnry 1935, at Dehradun, Uiter Pradesh, Fe was commissioned in
the Madras Regiment on 4 Decembor 1954 In 1961, he served with he
Indiam contingent in Congo He also sarves] with distingtion in Indo-Pak
War 1965,

During the Inde-Fak War 1871, Lt Col Ghai cormmuandind 16 Madras m
arearh sector on the Weslern front. During the battle of Basantar
river, Iis battalion was asked to capture Labial and Sarajehak prsitions qof
the yneny, These positions across the river Bagantar were well poolecled
by mine-fiulds and bimkers and wers connected by 4 nstwork ol
cummunication trenches and ‘alternate pesilions.

The batiolion plan of attack envisaged crossing of & 550 melres

mine-fleld and tackling ol lour separste objectives on the pilch
dark night of 15 Pecember 1971 The attack started al 1930 hoors on.
15 Decembir. Undetterreil by (he heavy enemy fiee, 16 Madras crosacd
fhie Basantar tiver and the mine-ficlds and in a swift action captured the
phjectives.

The enemy reacted sharply to this Indian affront. A fieree countor-
sttack followed. Lt Col Ghai rallied his men to beat back the enemy altark
during the pight itsslf. But the enemy reappeared at dawn with fanks to
menmt yet another attack. Lt Cal Ghal ngain rese to the vtcaslon. With
utter disregard for his personal safety he moved featlessly from one
position o another encouraging his men o fight. They not anly beat back
the enemy ultack bub also inflicted heavy casualtios on him. While
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pe-zdjusting the dispasition of hiy troops ashell injured him serigusly. Still
he continued to direct the action and laid down H:]Iﬁaun the bttle-field

itself,
For conspicucus gallantry and supreme sagrifice: I8 Col Ghai was
awarded Mahavir Chalirs, pesthumously:
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1C-1984
Brigadier
Gharaya,

KC, VSM, MVC

Hrigadier Joginder Singh Gharaya, son of Shei Tieva Singh. was bown on
a1 Juily 1926, at Monigomsry, now in Pakistan, He was commdssioned i
the Bibar Regiment on 20 January 1946, He was awarded Kirfi Chakss for
displaying conspicuous gallantry during the Pollee Action agalnst
Hyderabjl. He way also desurated with Vishishi Seva Medal

Durlng the Tdo-Fak Wir 1571, Brogadier Gharaya commander] -2
Infantry Brigade i Jessore sector, He displayed commezndabie =kill in
planning vperallong and deploying troops. His brigade was itk
on four successive nocasions, bul his men stood theit ground despie
heavy casulties. Dug t0 his sxcellimt leadership the: eremy athonpt was
repeatedly fristrated: He conducted the operations jn such a manner that
the eherny had (o suffer heavy lgases and to beat a disorgantsed withdrawal
eventually.

In a subseijued! offergive, while moving with the leading troops; he
wis severly wounded by the enwmy fire. Tle refused evacuation till he
hnd seen the allack through

Brigadier Gharava was awnarded Mahavir Chakra for conspicuous
gallantry.
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3571 GD(P)

Wing Commander
Goodman,

William MacDonald,
MvVC

Wing Commander William MacDonald Goodman, son of Shit W.
Gooslman, was born on 12 July 1924, at Guatakal, Andhra Predesh, He
was commissioned in the Indian Alr Feroe as Gemeral Duties (Pilot) on
1 April 1949,

Chiy 1 September 1965, Pakistan launched a strong armour atbuck in the
Chlwiml swector with & view to cut the Indian communication lines to
Kashmir. Thi€ posed a great threat o Indian stourity. Wi Commander
Gobdmun, commmanding = fighter squadron at Patharnkot, was entrueted
with the task of desmroying enemy tanks and froop concentrativns In the
Chhamb sctor

Th stjuielron immedistely went inte action and blunted the enemy
offensive by destroying his tanks-and armoured vehicles: Between 2 and
§ September, the sguadcon undertook many reconnaissance and
ground attack missions in the area. These included mockellng of tank
concenttallons at Trotl and Chlamb and strafing of cnemy positions at
Jmurion,

it was, huwever, on 9 September that the Squadren did the most
commendable wark. A photo fecce and strike mission was anidertaken
Instween Kague and Ruiwind by two sireraft. Thisy attackad & train
fanks and destroyed twenty of them. This was followed by an sttack en
a tank and heayy gun concentration at Chawinda. Many of these
reconnaissanoe and ground attack missions were led by Wing Commandor
Goodman himself in thﬂ face of heavy air end gratind opposition, Hie was
asvuree of inspiraticn to all ranks under his commiand. Under his guidance
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ther sepuncdzon maintamed o very high standard of servicsability, which
contritnited to a momber af successiul alr sirikes on enomy pesitions.

Wing Commmnder Goodman was awarded Mshavir Chakra for
conspicuous gallantry, leadership and professional skill,




00079 B

Commander

Gopal Rao,

Kasargod Patnashetti,
| MVC, VSM

Commander Kasargod Patnashelli Gopal Eao, son of Rat Bahadur K.J,
Javssrclan Ran, was born on 13 November 1926; His family settled in
Mangalore, Kamnataka. He was commissioned in the Indian Navy on
21 April, 1950, His eldor brother Major K.P.S. Rao had served the Indian
Army in Aurma during the Second World War. Commander Rao
stibsequently roae 0 the rank o Commuodore, He was swarded Vishishe
Seva Medsl in January 1971, ' '

During the Indo-Pak War 1971, Commander Rao was asked to launch
an offersive sweep, off the coast of Karachi. He assemibled a small Task
Boyrce avidd led it towards the target on the nlght of 4 Decomber. 1t was a-
risky venture 24 the Task Force was vulnerable 10 air, surface and submarine
attacks. Commander Rao Jed his force desp Intd enemy waters ov
air attacks and discovered two proups of large enemy warships off Karachi
comst. Attack on these wanihips involved great risk Commander Rao,
however, ook a firm deision fo aliack. He encouraged his men to press.
hirie the atiack despite heavy fime from the enemy destroyers: A grim
battie ensued and fimally hesucossded in sinking two Pakdstani destroyers
anel gne mineswesper. Commander Hap then pushed towards Karachi
anid entered the port waters. l:lnimrphurdpd the port area and net fire In
ail dumps and ather inslallativis there,

Commander Rao was decorated with Mihavit Chakia for his
outstanding performance.



1C-12665
Second Lieutenant
Goswami,
Shyamal Dey,
MVC

Second Lieutenant Shyamal Dev Goswami, son of Shri Priya Xpmar
Goawami, was borm on & November 1938 at Meerut, Uttar Pradesh Hi
! wits commiksioned in the Regiment of Artillery on 11 June 1961.

During this conflict with China in 1962, Second Lisutenant Goswani
was posted as Observation Post Officer on Gurung Hill, Ladakh, 1t was
an important defensive position guarding the airfield at Chushul.

(i 1H Nowvémber 1962 aller o hieavy barrage of artiliery and mortar fire

Ihe Chinese attackad thin poal in overwhelming strength, Dlespite heavy

enemy pressure Goswaml md his four companions held on to the post

dtirecting the artillery fire o the enemy in the most effective manner. The

copstant and socurate enemy firdmg however, killed the four other rmanks

l and infured him serinusty. Bul he conlinued to direct his fire on the énemy
with determination il he full unconscious. He was taken for dead anud

remained buried under the snow for 36 hours. Fle was later found alive

Second Licutetiant Goswami was hrmoursd with the Mishavir Chudas
for displaying great courage and devolion to duty,
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IC-16177

Captain

Gour, Pradip Kumar,
MVC (Posth.)

Captain Pradip Kamar Gour, son of Shrl Mata Prashad Gour, was born
e 15 April 1943, t Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. He was commissioned in
the Regitnent of Actillery on 2 Aufust 1964, During the 1965 War he
inughlin Kargilares, Jammuand Kashmir, He joined 660 Adr OF Squadron
in December 1969, Many members of his family have held senior
appointments-in the Indion Army,

. Praring the Inde-Nak War 1971, Captain Gour was assigned to 36 Artillery
Rrigade operating in Shakargarh sector. As.an Air OF Pliot has task was
to locate endmy positions and direct artillery fire on them. From 4 (o 14
December he led many missions deep Inside enemy territory, braving
enemy small arms and artillery fire.

Chi 11 Duremben 1971, he noticed about twelve enemy tanks advaneing
oy Miatidpur with the aim of enclrcling the Indian posts there. 118 imme-
dintely coutloned the tropps sbout the directivn, strength and likely aim
ol the ernemy tink force. He manecuvred his small unarmed plane in such
a manner that all enemy attempts o shoot him down failed. On the other
hatud, he directedt artillery fire so effoctively that elght enemy tanks were
knicked ot and two were badly damaged.

O 14 Docornber, 2 major operabion wasplamnied 1o cross te Bein rives
which gunrds the eastorn approach to Shakargarh, On that day in the
marning Captain Gour remained sky bome for three htities, locating the
targebs muide the enemy leritnry. He was spotiesl and at 1655 hours
the enemy put Sabie jots on his il Despite the waming signal, he
combinued o cacry onhis bnsk. Soon, thoes eoemy Sabiee jets cosal inon
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him. He tred fo evade them s best as posibile, without led in his wark,
Fimally he was encirded and shot dinn,

Captain Gomrwas awarded Mahayir Chaka for consplcuons gallaniry
and devation t duty, posthumously. ' T




Brigadier
Gowri Shankar,
Krishnaswamy,
MVC

Brigadier Krishnaswamy Gowri Shankar, son of Shri Pinayur
Krizhnaswamy Sastri, was bom dn 16 October 1927, at Chingleput, Tamil
Nadu. He was commissioned in the Corps of Signals an 12 September
19458, Subsequently, be rose to the rank of Lt Goneral.

Paring the Indo-Pak War 1971, Brig Gowrl Shankar cdmmandid the
46 Tnfantry Brigade on the Western front. Flis brigade was responsible for
the defence of Dera Baba Nanak area. The area was strategically in i
biecanse ronddy leading to majos towns of Punjab passed through it In
shart, It was the galeway to Punjab. The accupation of this azea by the
enemy wiould have given him a wide choice of objectives. The srea sooss
the border was well prepared, heavily fortified and held in good strength
by the enemy for launching an attack. The B Infantry Brigade wasordered
to remove this threat by eliminating the enemy bridge-head across river
Eavi at Dera Baba Nanak

Arig Gowrl Shankar showed boldness in planping the attack on the
enemy bridgehead, Dusing the dssaulthe always remained in the forefront
weith his troops. dinvetiog their operatione and exercising personal control
awer them. Heavy tank and artillery fire by the enemy could not unnerve
him. By his presence in the front line: he inspired confidence in his mon.
It also gavee him the added advantage of on the spot decision to cnsure
speed and momentum of attack. His skill and inspiring leademship broughi
success to Indians with heavy losses ta the enemy,

Brig Gowrl Shankar was awarded Mahavir Chakoa for conspicuous

gallantry and ontstanding leacership,
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00311 F

Lieutenant Commander
Gupta, Santosh Kumar,
MVC

= | =

Lisutenant Commander Santosh Kumar Gupta, son of Shri Hari Kishore
Gupta, was bom on 21 December 1936, al Dehmsdun, Uttar Pradosh, 11e
was enmossioned in the Indian Navy on 1 fantary 1958, Feserved with
thie air arm of the Indian Navy. On 11 Ottaber 1966, while operating from
INS Vikrarit, he recovered his Sea Hawk aireraft from a perilonssituaton
anid was swarded Nao Sena Medal. Sabsoquently, he nuse o the rank of
Vice Admimal.

During the Indo-Mak War 1971, LL Cdr Gupta commandead an Air
squadrom of the Indian Navy, from thie afreiaft earcler INS Vikran!, i The
Eastern waters. The squadron was asked to strike enemy harbour and
shoreinstallations at Khulne; Chalon and {hitiagong areas. On Y Decembir
1971, Lt Cdr Gupta led a strike mission of Sea Hawk aircrall against
enemy targets in Khulna in the face af a ferce barrge of anti-aineall guns:
and ofher arma In this attack his nircralt was hit by enemy ground fire
and severely damaged. But regardless of his personal safety he continued
to Tead the attack with determination and skill Finally, he led his squadron
tack o board safely, after causing severe damage to the enemy. Bringing
hack the damaged aircraft safely was an act of greal courage and

He led ten moare strike missions agains: enemy harbpurs, shore
installations and ships. These were heavily defended targets, Lt Cdr Gupta
conducted his misslons sucvessfully and comtributed immensely in
eliminating enemy resistance in Clalna, Khoing and Chittsgong areas of
Bangladush. Cn -

Lt Cdr Gupis was awarded Mahavir Chakra for exceptional courage,
initative anid leadership.
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1C-324

Major General
Gurbaksh Singh,
MVC

Maj Gen Gurbaksh Singh, son of Sardar Tek Singly, wis born on 20 May
£913, at-Badrikalan village, Faridkot, Punjab. He joined the Indian Army
¢y 7 September 1935 and was later commissinned Inte 8 Gorkha Rifles,
m-S:ﬁpﬂj 194(1.

Baring the inda-Fak War 1965, Maj Gen Singh commanded 4 Mourn-
kaim Division in the Khum Karan sector. The thaks allotted to this division
were losecute Pak terriiory uplo the east bank of Ichhogil Canal, destroy
the Bridge over the Canal on moad Khem Karan-Kasur and oooupy a
comipact dafersded secior (o conlaii possible enemy offetizive. The divi-
sion launchod the offensive at 4500 hiurs on & September 1965, Mail Gen
Gurbaksh Singh directed the eperalion skilfully and succeeded in captur-
in the initial obijective an (he viery first day. The division held on to these
pesitinns untl they wete forced o fnl] back by an overwhelmingly supe-
rior enemy armoured foros, Thewithdrawal i aksetically seimd position
was carried oot with a vicw bo tike fall toll of any enemy attack, subse-
quently.

Theexprected enemy attack-came soan. Thre enemy stmonred groups
follow'ed by an infantry division faunched theattack in the early motming
dit 10) Seplember. Allhaugh the ensmy force was numerically superior, the
men under the command of Maj Cen Slngh bt on b their positions. By
the end of the day thoy practically dicimated one and a half of the enemy
tank regament Tardy noxt moming the remnanis of the stacking ensmy
tank force were forced to surrendoer.
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During these operations, Ma) Gen Singh kept mwving amangzt his mon
sharing their dangers and directing the batiie on ground. By his peminal

expmitle helinegtired his troops to inflict heavy lissis on a well-a:i’:ujppl_d
ey force,

hiaj Gen Gurbiaksh Slglh was awarded Mahavic Chaloa for displaying
exernplary leadership, eoacity and courage.




Muajeir Ciurdlal Singh, son of Sho Kishan Singh, was born on 255

1917, at Ferorpore, Punjab. He was commissioned in the Rajput Regiment

of the Indian Ammy on 12 September 1943, He retired a8 a Lt Col.
Burlng the conflict with Chira in 1962, Major Eh'igh was with 2 Rajput

in Namkhuchu rfiver a=a, NEFA. The 11aﬂzﬂm was allotted the task o

defend the area from a possible Chitese altdcke

The expected attack came on 2] Qctober, The Chinese broke hell with
heavy artillery, mortar and medium machine gen fire an the battalion
defended are, Then overrunning the company pesition al bridge 4, they
elosed on Battalion Headquarters from nll sies. At this eritical juncture,
Major Simgh, who wis second-ie-command, rushed out of h.w bunker,
rallied the survivors and persomally. fese) 1 charge on the advancing enemy,
By this timely asction he slowed the enemy, advance and gatned time for
some of the Indian survivors to be extricated from an untenable position,
The eremy sulfered heavy casualties inn this sharp action.

Major Gurdial Singh was: swarded Mahovir Chakea for conspicuous
pallaniry.



SF 205
Subedar
Gurdial Singh,
MVC

Subedar Gurdial Singh, son of Shri Nandan Singh, wan borm an 26 Janudary
1916, in village Nathann, Bhatinda, Punjab. |1e was enrolled in 1 Patiaks
(RS} Infantry on 26 January 1935,

Draring farnrmu and Kashmir operatons in March 1948, the main concern
of the Indian Army was to capture Thangar. To this end, o two brigade
advance un road Naushahre-Thangar was planned in carly March. While
canducting preliminary operations in the ares, 1 Patlala (RS) Infantry
encounterdd enemy resistance an 2 Mavch, 1t was 5 V-shaped festure with
apex and arms strotigly held by the encimy with sutiimstics and martaes.

Subedar Gurdial Singh was the leadfng platopn commander during the
advance on this feature. The platien had hardly gone 30 inetees down the
hill, when the enemy mortars completoly knocked out his leading sectian
"r'ﬂt'hnut losing heart he rushod down with the remaining two sections.
After covering abput 200 metres, he saddenly came under intense:and
accurate fire from a well-hidden enemy position. Unpertiudied, he hured
o grenade at |t from 4 distance of 20 metres. He then lod a saction in a
Bayonet charge and killed two survivers, The enemy position Wis overrin
after inflicting heayy caspalties on him

Advance beyond this point could have been dane anly in full view of
the enemy bunkers. The commiander was not pregared to take the risk
of heavy casualties in this venture Turther, Subedar Gurdial Singh's
platonn had already suffered forty per cont casualties. The Company
Commaniler, therefore, ardered Bim to halt and come into reserve. But
the |CO represented that his platoon shauld be allowed to carry on, The
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Commander reluctantly sgreec aned fhe Subedar pressed ‘on the-attacic
When an enemy bunksr stop the advaricl of the dght seitign he
walked an to It i the el ldl vt another bayonet eharge, He killed
lwe etemy | troops in the bunker.

On 18 March 1948, during the advance an Jhangzr while attacking a
feature his lending platoon on the right came under fire. He lizd his men
s0 skillfully that the enemy, though in a very commanding position, had
tn flee leaving behind 46 men dead and 2 lot of ams and dquipment. TTe
thus cleared @ strong enemy position without any loss fo hin prlatoen Tn
hoth these sotions, Subodar Gurdial Singh displayed great feadership and

Subedar Gurdial Singh wis swardsd Mohavie Chakrs Fir conspicuois
gallantry.

L



5037008
Rifleman
Gurung,

Pati Ram,
MVC (Posth.)

Riflemnan Patl Ram Gurung, sén of Shei Padam Bahadir Guoung, wag
born on § Seprember 1948, in villagy Barden, district Lamjimg, Nepal, He
was enmolled as a boy in 5/1 Gorkha Rifles on 8 March 1963

Zuring the Indo-Pak War 1571, 5/1 GR was attached to 41 Mountain
Brigade an the Fastern front. The battalion was asked to capture the
eowrny stronghold of Uthall, in Kushtls' district. The reduction of this
sironehald was not easy because 1t way well protected by bunkers and
machine guns The progress ol Lhe Gorkhas was, therefory, held up by
intemte and accurate machine gun fire of the V.

Phuring this assault on Uthall Riflean Gurung was witl 4 medium
machine gun detachment of the sssaulting company. His company came
telir heavy machme gun fire frim a bunker and this heid np the progeess
of the whale operation. The destruction of this gun was, therefore,
cansidered essential. Rifleman Curing uodirstood the nesd of the hour
nnd detided to silence this gun dl any cost, Throwlng to lhe winds all
consideration of personal security hie rushed forward and attacked the
machine gun post. While rushing forward, b was hit by 3 burst of fire
froan the enemy machine gun. This wounded him mortally but conld not
stup lam from charging the machine gun, He suceeded in destroving the
machine gui before he fell down degd.

Rifleman Pati Ram Gurung was decorated with Mahavit Chiaken for
outstanding bravery, posthumou!y.
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Naik

Gurung,

Prem Bahadur,
MVC (Pﬂsﬂl;)

Naik Prem Babadur Gurung, son of Shri Kama Babadur Gurong, wai
barn on X2 November 1956, at village Sidani, district Kaska, Nepal. He was
gnrolied in 3/4 Gorkha Rifles on 22 November 1976.

13 September 1957, 3/4 Gorkha Rifles was deployed in Siachen area.
The section of Nalk Gurung Hield o defensive post in the Bllafondla complex.
O the night of 23 September, the eniemy Taunched o determined attack
on the post with heavy artiflery sapport. The Section Commandear became
a casualty in the shelling and Nak Gurung touk over the commmand.
Whaon his section s shert of ammumition Natk Gurung, bwide ran 1o
platoon hesdiuarters under intense firing o bring the ammirition. The
section succesatully beat back the enemy attacks and sullered zix casunities.

(On 24 September at (0325 hours, the Fakistanis lnwiched yel another
attacke They camue within 50 metres of the post. Naik Gurung sensing the
prave danger fumped out of the french and charged them, with grenados
and rfle shots The enemy troopscould not stand (b gallam charge and
tock tor thoir hieels, By now the Nadk had exhausted all his ammunifion.
HMe cast away h*.:‘l- rifie and unbuckled his Khukei. With the mised Kl
he chased the fleeing enemy. He hacked three of the four flesing Enemy
troops. I the last hand-to-hand fight he received a dhot in the chest and
was morfally wounded.

Nalk Curung was awarded Mahavir Chokea for conspiouous bravery,
posthumously.
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4131
Lance Havildar

MVC

Lance Havildar Ram Farshiad Grung, son of Shri Tula Gurung, was barn
on 1 December 1921, in willage Bhemdi, Kansi, Nepal He was enrolled
irt 1 /5 Royal Gorkha Rifles (FF) o 1 December 1938, Ho retired as Havildar.

Pruring Jammu and Kashmir operations {n 1948, the enerny siromghald
at Zoji La defied all Indian attempis to bresk through to Diras for many
months. Fimally a tank assaull broke the vy resistance and the Indlan
Infantry rughed on to caphure the formidable hills astride the tpad. 175
Royal Gorlda Rifles contributid substantially in bnukmg the gnemy
resiatance in fhis arve While the battalion was enguysd in mopping up
operations astride the road, spon after the captire of Zoji La 2 plaloon wes
sent up o Badgumbar Nar to round up the hostiles. While proceeding
lo the pblective the platoon suddenly came under heavy fiee fram o well
prepared enemy bunker. To aveld canmalties to the platoon itwas nocessary
to destroy this bunker. But who would creep up 0 knack cut the bunker?
Lance Havildar Ram Parshad was the first man to voluntéer. e luf on
e mission equipped swith grenades and a sten gun He planmed the

attack in such a way that the bunker was knocked out-and the femy
position was captured. It was due to the daring spirit of this NGO that
the platnon succeeded 0 fte mission,

Again during the assaull on the “Asant’ fdature an the night of
14 Novamber 1945, ha veas the leading man of his section, Theengmy shot
at him from point blank range buthe escaped death by sheer providence:
Ho charged the enemy puosition and eapfured it withaul any lass to his
section,. The capture of Anant facilitated the captire of Dras on 15 November
1948, On both these accasions Lance Havildar Gurmng sivowed an admirable
senise of duty and leadership, 11e was swarded Mohavie Chakrs,
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5333223

Lance Naik

Gurung, Ran Bahadur,
MVC (Posth.)

Lassice Naik Ran Behadur Gurung, fon of Skl Keishna Bahadur Gurung
was born in village Fakbrikal, Lamjung, Nepal on's Octubir 1935, Tlewas
enmalled ir 3/1 Corkha Rifles'on 6 October 1952

On UN esjueat Indin-contribited a brigade to kgep peace in the strife-
torm Congo i 1961, In eatly Plegomber 1981, he hostile Katange forces
{gendarmeny) Fatl establishedd many road-blocks in Hizabethville and
had occupied sy visl points. By & Drecetnbar they had beenstrengthened
by b addiional battslions. This growing slrength encouraged [hem e
et more agaressive. The UN froops Gnally decldsd o pul a stop b
this menacs,

O s Dicembhier 1961, whien the Gorkhas were atiacking enemy positions
in Kalamgs, they cainie urslir intense maciine gun and rifle fire. Lance
Naik Ran Bahodur Gurang vas then second-in-command with ene of the
swctions of a-platoons He crawled aboult 30 metres with lis Bren gun and
closed in an the enemy podl killing 2l the nire sesupants. Wyl
his party. camie under fire from an enermy miedium machine gun located
o @ tearby riidge A burst of machine gun fire fom the ridge area keiflird
him on the spot

lance Naik Gurung was awanded Mahavir Chakea for owtshinding
courage, devotion to duty and gallantry, pasthumousiy,



1C-6126

Lt Col

Hanut Singh,
MVC

- y W": J
Lt Col Flanul Slagh, son of Lt Col Arun Singh, was bom on 6 July
1933, Il Jisal, district [odhpur, Rijasthan He was éommrssioned i
the Poonn Horse (17 Hues) on 28 Decomber 1952) Subsequintly, he

s o the rank of Brigadier. He belonged to a royval family of
Rfasthan,

Purmg the Indo-Pak War 1971, the 47 Infantry Brigade was given the
task of eslablishing a bridge-head scrogs the Basantar river in Shakargarh
sertiir. This river ad been heavily mined by the onomy to make {t p
formidible obstacle for the Indians, The brigade plan wias ti moke 8 sale
tine through the Basantar mine<fiold to pul across the 17 Horse to ensure
the security of the bridge-head against pnemy counier-sttacks. The
17 Haree wies also to extend siipport to Infantry battalions in their offen-
give. U 16 December LI Col Hanut Singh led 17 Horsn to the bridge-heud
snd took up position ahead of the infaniry. '

Cin 1617 Drstembier the enarmy armoug, in reginent strength, launched
repeated attacks on the Indian pusition. He divected med i arillisry and
tanik fire ot the lnbians to break thedr resistance, In this Erive sitaation
Lt Col Harmt Singh moved from ane threatensd seclir fo snother in utter
disregard of his satety. By his prosonie arul courage he inspired his troops
o remmain steadfast As 0 result many men performed commendable ncty
of gallantry. The repeated armour attacks ‘were beaten back Wwith
hieavy loss to the enemy in both men and material, On 16 December alone,
the Vakistanis lost some 48 tanks in a fierce tank battle. On 17 Decomber,
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a tank froop helped 2 Grenadiers In repulie the enemy altacke In spite
of day long shelling and air allacks the regiment held on o its
position.

1.t Col Hanut Singh was awardid Mahavir Chakea for conspleuous

lm-rh—mnﬂ isadership duuing the battle of Basantar, Hie regiment alsa
Baltle Honour ‘Basantar’.
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IC-14655

Major
Harbhajan Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Major Harbhajan Singh, son of §rf Assa Singh, was born on 3 August 1941,
in village Bathe Bhaini, Pattl, Amritaar, Manjab, He was commissioned in
the Rajput Regiment on 3 June 1963

bo £967 the Indians decided o lay o wire ferice along the Sikkim - Tibet
border at Nathu La to aveid & clash between the Indian and Chinese:
froaps. The tesk af laying the wire fence was entrusted to 7 Field Coy
Engineers. |8 Rajpul was o provide prolection to the engineers cov,
Major Harbhzgan Singh then commanded the ‘A" Coy of the battalion at
Nathu La.

The engineers commenced the construction of the wire obatacle an the
noeth shintlder of Nathu Ta at 0540 hours on 11 September 1967, This was
oppased by the Chinese and a scuffle baok place batween the lidians and
the Chinese. The Chinsge simultanesusly opened fire from the front as
well as from the flanks: The Rajput company and the engineers werne
caught in fhe open. At this juncture Major Harbhajen Singh shouted to
his men o charge the attacking force. He himeelf bayoretted three Chinese
soldiers and then moved forward to silence their light machine gun,whith,
was firing on the Indianz, bv throwing by throwing a hand-grenade. He
was killed-in this agtion.

For displaying conspiconus gallantry and determination, Major
Harbhajan Singh wae awandsd Mahavir Chakrs, posthumously,
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5219

Jemadar
Hardev Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Jemuidar Hardey Stagh, son of Shri Ranjit E‘mj,h. wias born on 14 July 1421,
in village Than Singh Khana, Bhatinda, Punjab. He was entolled in
| Patlala (RS) Infantry on H.Iul:.__’ 1941,

Thiring |ammu & Eashmiroperations in 1947-48 the Indian Army could
pot stop. the march of the raiders in the northem sector for sotme Ume,
By june 1948, Kargll was lost and Dras was in danger, As he Giate Force
eletacluments strong out upto Dras were considered 1o1ally insulfficicnl to
mieet the challenge, 1 Fatiala was inducted in the area ko relieve them, One
company of 1 Patiala reached Zoji La on 21 May and took up pesifions
beyond the dafile: On 22 May, it got tha better of the enemy in 7 serious
encounter al Guimm but suffered heavy casimlfies. Henafter, 1 Patiala
remained eontent with vigarous patrolling belvresn Zoji La and Madhhol

O 23 May 1945, Jemadar Fardey Singh of 1 Patiala was in command
of & plaloon patrol at Machhol. The platoon was heavily engaged with
intense, acciirate and close fire by the enomy fram well-prepamned and
comecealed positions. One third of the platoon suffered casuoltics ansd the.
Commander was himself wounded in the arm, But be calmly went aboms
erganising his platopm unmindful of the enemy fire. His fearlessness and
quitt demeaniour encouraged his men, They assembled to give the enemy
a bloody nisme '

His platoon was fighting m a heavy snow coversd ares. No side
movemnent, escept through 3 Nullah bed, was possible theee, Realising the
seripianess of the situation Jemadar Hardev Singh, braving the eneny
auttmatic and mortar fire, went to his men in a bid to collect them on the
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hill-side from whore he hoped to keep the enemy engaged il the
reinforcements armmved. In this effort he was bwice hit in the shoulder,

Jemadar Hardey Singh did not séck any cover Hl1 he was satsfied thist
s men were well covered. While crawling back to cover as the Jast man
of the unit he was mottally wounded by a medium machine pun Hurst,
He refused to be attended to and insisted that the other wounded be
dressed up Frst. Before succumbing to his injuries he had arganized a
strong resistance to the enemy.

femadar Hardey Singh was awarded Mahavir Chaksa for grit and
leadership of the highest order, posthumously.




1C-2520
Major

Hari Chand,
MVC

Major Hari Chand, son of Shrl Babu Ram, was bom on 16 Vebeyary 1919,
in Pondori Atwalan, Pumjab. His family later settied in Nangsl Ishwar,
Hoshiatpur. He was comindssionisd in 8 Gorkha Rifles on § Nowvarnbar
14942, He subsequently rose to the rank of Lt Col. Ths father had also seen
action in the Middle East diring the First World War. His son has also
juiniest the Indian Army as an officer,

I Junisary 1948, the growing chemy theeal to Ladakh wis a mater of
great concemn lo the Indion Army. Only 33 men of the Ste Porce werne
Teft in Leh at that e Atempls were, thermfore, mads to reinforee [ eh,
A armall column, led by Major Thakur Prithi Chand of 2 Dogra left far Leh
an Th Frhru.u.ry when (he winler was at s pok. Andthor column leli
Marall tor Leh imtder the comimand of Majior Hoed Chond. General Cariappa
had himsell sclected Major Hari Chand for this task.

Major Hari Chand’s eolumn entered Leby on 7 July 1948, alter & long
nnid hazardous joumey. He soon doploved his men in defensive positions
to meet the enemy onslsught. He zlso led humerous stacks on the ensmy
positions and his line of commumicatioey By 15 Tuly, the enemy hod
reached Tharu, about 13 km from Leh and maunted ropeated attacks on
Indizn pesitions. Cn one oomsion tneops holding the defences beoame
piesicRy and withdrew fram their posts, Bl Major Hadi Chamd huang on
to his post for 3 dawve with a platodn, This prevented the enemy from

consolidating his pains and gave [ndian Goops Tme (o reorpanise tweie
dEfEl'l{'.'E‘E- if e had not held on to this position firmly Leh would have
cirtairdy been Jost o the enemy,



In September 1948, Major Harl Chand led a guerilla party of 35 men
over & helght of 5200 metris and readed 96 Jan to raid d village amd
destroy the enemy gun loczted there. The march was complited m 4 days
under very rigorous conditions hut the guerilla party achivved oomplete
surpmse. The gun-crew of six, found asleep irside & hotse. wis killed arcl
a howltzer destroyed. The retirn journey provesd to be much mine hase
ardona but the parly returned safe to the base: ' '

in October 1948, Maojer Hari Chand led another guenilia party to harnss
the encmy lines of communication. In this rald, he killed the escort of an
enemy convay and captured arms, ammunition and other supplies.

Thratighout these optratons Major Har Chand displayed leadership,
courage and gallantry of & very high order and was awarded Mahavir
Chakma.
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Sepoy Hari Singh, son of Shri Kura Singh, was bom on 26 September 1921,
in village Endanpun. Jirwl, Harvana, He was enrolled in 1 Patiala (KS)
Infantry on 26 Mpte:ﬂx&rﬂlﬂi&mﬂmdéﬂnm:nmmk

TDuring the Jammu & Kashmir Operations the friba) threat to Noushohsa
faned hﬁh removed camplotely by February 1948, It was now tme (o
recapiire Jhangar which hard been earlier lost to the enemy. In eirly
March Brigadier Usman, Commander, 50 Fara Brigade, issued arders for
the advance on Thangar, But Pir Thil Nakka, a-hill feature, held by cromy
n two battalion strength stood like o rovke on the way. No avance was
pemsible withuutevicting the enemy from this feature. The'brigade planned
a hwoe-pranged attack on the feature with 1 Maratha on the righha—nd |
Patials an the lefe. After heavy artillary bumg:.- on the enemy positions
the intardry witack commenoed.

1 Patinla launched the attack at 0700 bours oo 17 March and broke
{hrough the first line of evemy defence. Duriig hils attack Sepoy Hard
Singh was with the leading platoon of the leading comprny on the lasf).
While approaching Ihe crest, his section came under very leavy fiee i
was pinned down (o the ground fora while: Sopoy Hail Siagh spﬁﬁ'ad
an ennmy bunker belehing fine marely 23 metres away. He harled a gr
made on the bonker and ruahed at it fiving his sten gon, He killsd 1}11.1 rwu
deferiders i the bunker, Mennwhile the ot enemy bunkers in the reur
also opened acitirato firo on him: Though wourided on'the knee, be threw
a grenade ot the nearest enery bunkor. One arvipant was kilisd while
the others. fled, Subsequently, when the rest of his company advancad
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tervarids |t eripmy madivm, michiee pun pogition, an EnEmy section
yuickly slipped away. Flari Singh spotted the flesing enemy and blitzed
him. Mﬁmng 14 motres ahead af BVOIy e |l‘| hin mndlnn, |l|;1 rr|.|.,1r|‘a!h'
weounded a Pak captain, while his commdes feilled twa cthers. In thiss
aelinng enomy maifered 1) casualties with 30 killed and i doundit

fy his mdnvidoa) action Sepoy Harr Singh killed foor enemy soldicrs
g breoke: throagh two enemy resistance points, He was awarded Mahavie
Chakra for eomspicusus gallantry,




IC-7916

Lt Col
Harolikar,
Arun Bhimrao,
MVC

Lt Col Arun Bhimras Hiralllker, sun of Shiel B D Harollkar, was borm o
6 Dicember 1934, al Kalhapur, Makarsshira, He was commissioned in 5
Gaurkha Rifles on 3 June 1956 Subsequently, herose (o (he renk of Brigadler.
Hie elder bBrother had also served with the Tndian Admy o Warld
War 11,

the Indo-Tak War 1971, Lt Col Harolikar commanded 445 Gorkha
Rifles in the Bastern sector. His battnlion was ssked to tead the advanie
of 59 Mountain Brigade along GhazipurSylhet axis. The built-up aren of
Ghazipur was protected by the enemy with concrete bunkers, well
cocrdinated MMG, mortar and artillery fire and mines. Two mmpqtnleﬁ
of Fak trxips blocked all approaches to the position.

Thé Gorkhas launched attack on Gharipur on 4 December. The fwo
assaulting Gorkha compames were soon held up due to intense enemy
fire. At this juncture Lt Col Hanolikar led the remmaining companiis boehined
the enem II,II;'I.E a difficult apiproach. After fierce hand to hand fighting.
int which ha himself took part, the objective wis captured. The battallon
suffered heavy casualties in this sction.

O account of its excellent pertarmance af Ghazipur the battalion was
co|peted to carry aut a helibuine operation for the reduction of Sylhet. On
7 December, it was air-doopped at"'j;,']hm_ The enemy quickly theeiw a ring
arcuid the Indian battalion and sublscted it to constant small anms, muorkar
and artillery fire. The eneeny, about 7000 strong, also launched repeated
attacks om Indian positions: Meanwhile, the supply position had became
ritical for the Gorlhas. During elght days of encirclement the belenguesed
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men fought many ferce battles o keep the enimy: at bav, all on their pwn.
The ordéal énded on the 14th when the brigade ﬂﬂ'w::lcsj il llu'F:-up with
the battalion.

The EﬂII.BJﬂI‘j of the Grrkhas under (he Inspiring leadershap of Lt Col
Harolikar broke the anemy’s will lo resist and the entire garrisin of Sylhet
surrendered. The Garmison Commander of Sylhel i mported o have siid
that if this battalion had not been there, he would have fought far at least
anpther 12 days.

Lt Col Harolikar was awarded Mahaviv Gbra for gallantry, leadership
and de'.'nH.dn o duty.
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1C-4036

Lt Col

Hayde, Desmond,
MVC

Lt Col Desmond Havde, son of Shei Walter Driscpl Hayde, an Irishiman,
was bom on 28 November 16728, at [Devonshice, England. 1.k Col Hayde
wan commissiones in the Jat Regiment an 12 Seplember 1948, e marmied
a Flindu lady from Garhiwnl and selfled diswn in Mangalore. Subsequently,
he rose t the rank of Brigadier, His fatlet had served in the British
artillery for 21

Lhaming the Indo-Tak War 1965, Bt Col Hayde commanded the 3 Jat m
Lahans sactor. The battalion was ordéned to attisck enemy mutposts on the
lehbigil Canal al 0400 hours on 6 September. It was & pitch dirk night
aned ne recce of the route to the objective had been carried oul

Lt Cool Hovde Tautiehind a lighining attack on well-prepared and stronglyv
held enemy posttions at 0550 hows. In the ensuing battle the enemy
compaeny commader and 38 pther mnks were killed and 26 salciers
captured. 3 Jal was thes ordered to push on lo fhe east hank ol the
Ichhogt] Canal. Deaptte intense aip attacks and heavy oppesition it reacherl
the Canal anid caphured Dogesd by 1120 hioweas o the wesl of the Canal
tny: the Batapore factory. The enemy directed accurate and effective actillery
and medium machine gun fire on the battallon (e there. The fals crorged
the Canal and after heavy fighting cleared the factory. It wos primarily
due fo the leadepship of Lt Col Hayde that the battsfion Esld on to the
pecupled anca even under grisal pressure. [n fael it movidd on' 1o caplure
more enemy territory urmindful of heavy shelling-and frequent air and
ground attacks. On 9 Septesnber, when the enemy lamched a powerfal
attack with Pattony and Shermans, the Jats wave & ol account ol
themaelves. They clifmed five enemy tanks in the renewed fighting.

Lt Col Hayde wasswsrded Mahavir Chaked (o displaying exceplinnal
comrage and leadership in this sction.
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I1C-2531

Brigadier

Hira, Ram Dharmdas,
PVSM, MVC

Brigadior Rami Disarmdas Hiza, gon of Shry 13 11 Hivarandani, was harn
an 27 August 1923, at Hydembad, Sind; now in Fakistan, He wan
comntisaioned in 9 Gorkhas Bifies an 2 May 1942, He served the Tndign
Army in World War 1Lty Indn-Pak War 1971, he distinguishied hlmself
a5 a DHy it Comimander snd was awarded Param Vishisht Bave Medal,
Subsequently, he rose to the ranle of Lt Gonezal

Puring the Indo-Pak War 1965, Brigadler Hirs eommanded 52 Mountun
Brigade. In August 1965, hin brigaste wes allnled the task of conducting
operations agains| the Fak infiltrators in the valley. He kept the enemy
constaptly on the run and inflicked heavy losses an him.

Whan the -wir sterted, Brigadier Hira was asked to move to Pamab
border on 10 Sephember and concontrate at Jammu, His brigade way
assigned the task of catting off Silkol from thenarth, THinvolved movemen|
by aight through wnreconnnlired enemy territiory. 1t also recessitatbod
defensive position ko that during the day it could hull againsl enemy
cnunter=stacks

Thi: brigasde bégan aggressive patrolling inside’ enemy terriory on
14 Septembet. On 17 September Arigadier Hira ordered - attack on
Tilakpur-Muhadipur area, The area was occupied by 19 September
despite heavy enemy opposition. Anenemny ceiihter-attack led by armour
and supported by automatics, martars, artiliery and air was repulsed on

ST |1|.‘H'.

Next day the enemy made & Jetermined attack on brigade position at

Tilakpur with 16 tanke grouped with infanlry. The attack was agrin
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repulsed. The enemy reappearsd again with 3 infentry companies

by 15 turks, mortars and medium and heavy artillery, [he
nﬂnckwmiba:k&dbyﬁahm}ﬁﬂasweﬂjhhaﬂaﬂcwﬂ also repiilsed with
effective artillery support by the Indian toops. Two mome attacks on
Tilskpur ares ot 21 and 22 September were also repulsed with heavy
iosses to the enemy.

While major counfersttacks wore bping fought back in Tilakpur area,
thee enemy launched & powerful attack on battalion headquarters, at
Muhadipur. This was repulsed after 3 hand t© hand fighting m which
heavy casualties were inflicted on the enemy. THe enimy ran helter-
akelter offering on dasy target for our artillery and mortars. About 150
eniemy troops including Major SNEL Rezvi of 14 Baluch were killed, inthis
encnunter. During these battles the Brigadier exposesd himself to all the
risks to which every soldier under his commend was subjected to.

Brigadier Hira displayed pxemplary leadership, courage and
resourcelulness and was amrirrd&d. Mahavir Chakra.
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Civilian Coolie
Ismail, Mohammad,
MVC

Shri M lemail, was enrolled in the Indian Army as a Coolie and wis
attached to 3 Jat Batinljon '

During the famimu and Kashmit Operations, on 25 June 1848, an Indian
reconnaissance patrgl was ambushed in the Zoji La atea and (me person
was severely woutided. The wounded ralled down the hill into a ditch
and could not gt back. All altempls by the ssetion to recover him failed
a2 the enemy fired Incessanfly.

Al this juncture lsmail, a civilinn lubourer at the base of the picket,
volunteered to bring back the wounded man. The Campany Comrmander
very hesitatingly allowed him to sthempt the hazavdous taslke. Tsmail
displaved outstanding skill in negotiating the almost hnpaﬁﬁahh::gj;;ﬁ:s
swopl by the enemy mediim machine gun fire, By superh physical effort
he reachad the wounded man, bundled him up in his blanket and brought
him back to safety. By this singular act gl bravery lsmail became a hero
In the eyes of the men of his anit.

Again on 14 Septaniber 1948, Ismiail voluntéersd 1o arcompany 3 Jat
duving their attack on Zoji La a8 a guide. He moved tearlessly with the
leading scouts in spite of close and continuous enemy fine. When a hidden
enemy imed flm machine gun wiped out the leading troops he was caught
and mady prisomes.

Clivilian Coolle Mobsnumad Ismail was awarded Mzahavie Chabra for
patstanding gallantry:
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Majoir Jaivir Singh, son of Thakur Jul Chand Singh, wad born em
15 Docenber 1940, tnvillage Kalal, disirict Aligueh, Ubtar Pradesh. Ho was
commissioned in the Sich Replment on 30 June 1963,

Pruring thee Indo-Fak War 1971, 5 Sikh wus deployed in Chhamb soctor
on the Western front. The ‘T Cortipany of Major Singh was hoiding
Phogla Ridgo position. On the night of 3 December this: postion wak
attacked by the enemy in babtalion steength, with well coordinated artillery
suppert, three limes. It-was indeed o very critical night During these
attacks Major Singh, discegarding bis persoial safety, moved among his
tronps exposing himsell (o doomy mﬂli:-y and small arms five. Under his
inspirmg leadership all attacks were repulsed with hesavy losses o the
enemy.

The ememyy, With armour in support, again subjected the company to
well covrcinated attacks on 4 Didcembir. These stacks were ap=in beaten
back by the company under the brave leadership of Major Singh. On the
night of 4 December the enemy agiin attacked the Ridpe and succeeded
in penietrating through &eﬂmde&m Hand-to-hand fight ensued,
Major Singh-and his company finally susseded in throwing back the
enemy. In this assault about twielve Pakistani soldiers wese ldilled. The
Company Commander’s defermination and leadership won the daj for
India

The dompany position was again altacked by the enemy o 5 December
This fime he infiéted heavy casuslties on the company but the Sikhy
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fimally repulsed the attack. The company also recaptured a post, o the
nouth of the ridge, which had been overrun by the enemy earlier. Major
Singh kept his command intact duning these difficult operations.

Major Jaivir Singh was awardsd Mahavir Chakia for displaying
exomplary courage, determination ' and leadership.
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IC-1523

Captain

~ Jatar, Arvind Nilkanth,
MVC, AVSM

Coptain Arvind Nilkanth Jatar, Son of Tt Col N 8 Jalar, CIE, DO, was
Botn oh 20 Deceniber 1923, in Nagpur, Mahsashim, He was commissionend
in the Armoured Corps on 20 December 1942 He later tose to the rank
of Brogadier aml wis awarded AVSM.

During Jaoumu & Kashmir ﬂpmh:m.s in Febpury-March 1948, the
Tnitfan forces made substantial gains in Naushalirs sector. By Marclt end
they had secured their pesition on the Naushahra-Rajouri raad. A safe
prssilpe Wiraugh (kin moad, however, depended on' dearing the stong
enemy positiors ostride the rood The Barwali ridge to the west of the road
wig hild by jhe enemy in great strength, 4 Dogra was asked to capture
it with Central Indin Homse less two squadrons in support, Captuin Jatar,
a tank officer, voluntesred o go with this leading company in this attack
with a view ti give effoctive support to the Dogras. He also cartied a 46
set an his hack, Because the operator hvd sprained his ankle while crossing
the river,

When the right forward company of the Dogras was halbway to the
objective 1t was held up by hedvy enemy mediom machine gun fire from
the right ridge. At this juncture Caplam Jatar, unmindful of nis personal
safety, moved across the bullet and mortar-swept river to the lelt forward
company of the Dogras. While crossing the river his wireless sel was hit
by & burst nf MMG fAre and endered unserviceable. But be comtired to
indicate targets by means of & handkerchief, ted to fhe wincliss mast, in
full view of the enemy, Due o his signalling. clpse tank support could
he pven o the Dogras for five continuous hours. This fisally enallid
tham 1o capture the objective
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On 10 Aptil 1948, Captain Jatar was in the leading tank. At Meran the
tinks had to leave the road und advance along the river bed of Munnawnr
Fawl, unmindful ol snenty Autumatic fire. By walking in front of the
tanks, hezaved thom from getting bogged down, On'12 Aprl doring {he
advance on Rajaurd, he crossod and re-crosged the river Munnawar Taw|
eleven times, ahead of all tanks. He also recovered two tanks which ted
bsgged in the river. It was mainly due ta his effort that all tanks reached
their ohjective succesafully. This move of the Indian armour through river
Murnmawar Tawi ¢o Unnerved thie gnémy that He ghandoned Hhe area
veaving behind a large quantity of &rme and anuinition, '

Cnptain Jatar was awardéd Mahavle Chakre for exceptional galiantry
and oulstanding leadershup.
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1C-219

Major General

Kallan, Swarup Singh,
MVC, MC

Muj Ui Swarup Singh Kallan, son of Chowdhary Sultan Singh, was bom
an 16 November 1912, in village Salkawas, Rohtak, Haryama, He jeined
the Indlan Army on 16 November 1951 and was gramted comniasion In
this Rifputana Rifles on 1 Febirvary 1938, He had fought in World Wi T
aned b sarned  fhe Milliarey Cross for gallantry.

In August 1965, Maj Gen Kallan commanded 19 Infantry Division in
1 1...’rT-='I‘!|=|3l*u.rnJ..IJ.n!:—'::l..l.l.:rl.lll.q,1r apvlor. This was the time when Pakistan
stternpted lergescale aubversive activities in Kashinir with the aim to
capture the m!ley The Pokistany goerillas infilirated into Kashmir
surreptitiousty through jungles, peaks and valley moving on foot during
night. iy the time the Indians knew of infiltration the enemy had cntered
despr Intoy Kashimin, sime ‘ol them even making (heir way to Srnayar.

Ihe Indian forees: planmed | 1o contain this theeat by rounding wp the
wtfiltrators and by sealing the entry points. Maj Gen Kallan planned and
executed pperations for huntieg out infHimlors and capturing their bases
and routes of infiltration in the entire tertory esst of the Kishanganga.
For the cupture of Hajl Pir Pass and the subsequent link-up with Punch,
he porsanally lud his troops against well protected Makistani posts. Inspired
by his leadership and courage: the Indians unmindful of enemy fire,
evicted the enemy ferces from their well defended positions.

Throughaut this aperation, Maj Gen Kallan displayed consplouons
courage and exemplary leadierahip. Fle wis dedorated with Mabiavir Chakra,
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[C-397

Lt Col

Kaman Singh,
MVC

Lt Col Kamih Singh, son of Dafadir Vijay Slogh Pathania, was 2om on
23 April 1917, 7t Ladoel, Nuspuy, Kangra, imackal Pradesh. His father
servied with 23 Cavalty during the Mosoppizmin campaign in the First
Wirld War. [ e was commissioned in the Garhwal [&fles on 22 Becomiber
143401, He had fought in Burma durng World War T and wis Mertioned-
in-Despatohis, Two af his sons alse lought during the Indo-Fak War 1873,

[Huring Jamem and Kaghmir opetations, 163 Indian Intontry Brigade
planned an advance on Tithwal in the first week of May 19948 It was the
mittn, supply base for about 6150 enemy troops lockled In Handwar-
Trahugam estor, But the approach to Tithwal was guarded by the enetiy
in good strength. The Trahagam and Chakibal positions stood Hke a rock
on theroad to Tithwal. India employed two hattalions o break the enomy
resttance in the area.

On 18 May; 3 Gathwal (less one company) led by Lt Col Singh was
asked to secure Trahagam ridge where the pnemy was firmiy entronched,
Two companies of the battalion moved out al night to secue the ring
comtoar behind the sidge by advancing [fom (he rear while the thind
company lounched 3 frontal attack, supporied by armour and artillery.
Lt Cel Singh pérsonally led the fronty] attack: He encountered heavy
resistonioe near the Jower features and Pethahir posiion. The armourad
cars could not move in his suppurt as the enemy had destroved the
bridges, The fromial attack was thus held up

The attack on ring corttour, had also heen held up and the twn Garbwalt
companics were completely surrounded by the enemy. The situation was

—
#a0




mdeed crifical. Tt Col Singh was, therelore, azked o press an with Lis
fronml attack at =1l cost, Jairing his forwardmot platoon he pressed
hemie the attack with such boldngss thal the enpmy caved in. Hefon: the
end of the day the ridge was captured and contact with the other two.eoys
established), Encmy suffered heavy casualties in this sttack, The leadis-
ship, cousage and determination of Lt Col Singh saved the day for the
Clarhwalis.

Agaln on 17 June 1948, the battalion (less two coys) was asked o mid

a s!mugpm:#un on Buni ridge, beyond Tithwal, The oneiry was caught

.20 Rmdm were killed and 2 were made prisoten Thes others el
in confusion, The snemy then opened up with brens, medium machine
gurs and maortars, but 1 +Cpl Singh pressed an with the leading coy anel
captared 2 prominent feature. The enemy’s company and battalion
tactical headiquarters were located there. Tl ]nbn_ﬂilw aif Ll atlack fonced
ﬂmenemym flee in utter confusion, leaving behind many dead and
winmded.

Lt Cal Singh took up # defensive positicn on the feature awaiting the
arrival of his second company, In the meantime the enemy put Inthree
succpsive counter-attacks on his posilion which were repulaed. 11 Col
Singh held on to the pesition until all caspalties were evacuated. Later,
an orders from the bogade, he withdrew to the baze.

Lt Col Singh was awarded Mahavir Chakra for conspicuous gallantry.

i




2442148
Sepoy
Kanshi Ram,
MVC

Sepny Kanshi Ram, son of Shel Narotaim. Rum, was bom an 1 July 1938,
i villsge Duban, Mandi, Himschal Pradesh, Heowas enrolled in the
Puriab Regiment on 10 January 1958, Kanshi am fought the Paldstanis
in 1965 and 1971 Wazs and roge to the sank of Nalb Subedar,

During te conllict with Ching in: 1962, 9 Tunjab was deployed in
Teengjong area pof NEFA. Scpoy Kanshi Ram was manning @ prst in the
battalion defended ara, He was covering the right approach to the post
with his light machine gun. On 10 Otlober 1962, abour 300 Chinese
launched 8n ottack on this post. Sepoy Kanshi Ram fought with
delermination, disregacding devastating enemy fire and inflicted heavy
casualties on the Chinese: Though serously wounded in the battle, he
refused to be evacuated.

The post wes again attacked by the Chinese, this time with greater
martar suppert. Sepoy Karshl Ram, unmind ful of his infury, again broaight
kis gun into action, But the enemy kepl on advancing and clesing in, and
shiruted ta the men i the rench to surrender. Sepoy Kanshi Ram shoutbed
back al them to surrenuder. He hipded o grenade at the enemy and killed
onie officer and three other ranks. In the meantime more Chinese ¢lused
in-on him. He was fired ot and wounded again. Despite the injuries, e
held em to his gun and tackled the Chinese skilfully, Finally he grabbed
a loaded automatic rifle from [he enemy and walked back to his platoon
with the booty and his own gun This was the fst Chinese wesppn
captured by 7 Infantry Brigaihe,

Sepoy Kanshi Ram was avearded Mahzvir Chakea lor displaymyg courage
grud initintive of a high order,
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IC-7684

Lt Col

Kapur, Surinder,
MVC

Lt Col Surinder Kaepur, sonvof Shri B.D. Kapur. was borm on 4 September
1935, at Amvitsar, Punjak. His fanuly later settled in Bombay. He was
commuissloned in 4 Gorkha Fifles on 11 December 1953,

Earlier to the outhreak of Indo-Pak War 1971, Lt Col Kapur was
mmmmd!ng 1 J&K Rilles in |essore sector, on the Eastern front. Even in
Movimber 1571, Tak forces were on the offensive in this sector. They wore
posing a threat o Indian security. The | & K Rifles were acked to employ
such pressure tactics as would force the enemy to abandon his defences
in this aren. While maiaining i difensive Fm'ru_re the unlt wae o qunl
atty enomy offensive and inflict meximum casualties on him

The cnemy reaction to Indian move was quck and aharp, TTaremforced
his positions and attacked hastily prepared Indian defences. The Pak
troops, with heavy ardillery support, ldunched as many as five attacks on
Indian positions betweéen 12 and 17 November. During these attacks Lt
Col Kapur dizplayed rare professional competence in deploving his
battalion. No amount of small arms amn arfillery fire could deter him from
gaing about hig job. His campetent handling of troops enabled the Indians
to capture Maslia autpost.

11 Col Kapur wos awarded Mahavir Chakra for his imdomitable couraje
and nspining leadership,
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4721 E(P)

Wing Commander
Kaul,

Swaroop Krishna,
MVC

Wg Udr Swaroop Krithna Kaul, son of Shri KK, Kaul, was born on
20 December 1935, at Lucknpw, Uttar Pradesh. He was comminsioned in
thi Indian Alr Faree on 17 July 1954 Subséquently, he rase to the rank
of Ade Marshal.

Puring the Indo-Fak War 1971, Wg Cdr Kaul commanded 2 fighter
bomber squadron ori the Eastern front. In the begirming of the conflict an
urigent nied was felt for the photographs of some strategically wital areas
of the then Fast Pakisten, The task was difficult and mdky, because the
areas intended 1o be photographud were well defended by the enemy. Wg
Cedr Kaul voluniéered o undsstaks thetask, [le cairied out four missions
deep into the criemy borritory penetrating heavily defended-areas of
Cumilla; Svihet and Saidpur. Somatimes he-had to fly as low as el owtres,

O 4 Detembier 1971, whien a nogd for the photographs of Tezgaon and
Kurmitols airfields was feil, Wg Cdr Kaul volunteered to undertake the
mission. While flylog over these airficlds he had to face sustained and
heavy antenirerafl fire from the ground. Te evaded these shots with
amiazing skill and ook photographs of the airficlds.

His Pmﬁmnumuj compelence earmad kim the honour of leading the first
strike mission of eighl sircraft Lo Dacea, the capltal eitv, In'this attack, he
encountered anti=aireraft guns as well as the Mak Air Force. He fought
both and came out unscathsd.

W Cdr Kaul was awardiéd Maohavir Chakra for exceptional courage,
devotivn to duty and professional competense.
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3349770
Sepoy

Kewal Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Sepay Kewal Singh, son of Shrt Schan Smgh, was bom 20 Ovtober 1943,
in village Kotli Than Singhy [alandbar, Panjob. He wg encolled in 4-Sikh
oty 20 Qctober 1961,

Dnaring thie conflict with China in 1962, 4 Sikh was deploved in Walonig
saector of NEFA, Tt cecupied defensive positions on both banks of the Liohit
river, Un 24 Catober; the enemy launched & massive attack on the Sikh
positions. The Sikhs stood firm smd repulsed the attack inflicting heavy
cazualtics on Lhe enemiy. Bul the enemy was not discouraged. e attacked
the pokitoris with rerewied sipour on the night of 27 Ockober and came
wery ciose fo thie Sikh defences.

Sepoy Kewal Singh had been watching the incressing threat to Sikh
positione all this time. Thus far and no further said the brave Sikh. Like
a possersed nian, he rushod oul of his section-post and chirged the ensmy
with bayonet. kiling a fewr in hand-to-hand figlting: In this encounter he
was seriopaly swounded. But despite grieyons injuries he bayonettesd yet
another énemy. By this actof valour and sell-geriice Sepov Kewal Smgh
inspired his comrades 1o repulse the enemy.

Bepoy Kewal Singh was decarated with Mahavir Chalera foe displayiing
bravery and horoism of o high proder, posthumously,




1C-88

Lt Col

Khanna, Manmohan,
MVC

Lt Col Manmahan Khanne, con of Shri BN Khanna, was born on 1 May
1915, in' Multan, now it Pskisian. His family subssquently settled in
Dehradun, Uttar Pradesh. He was compissioned in o Kumaon Regimenl
o 16 July 1936 He later vope to the mnk of Lt Gen and servod as
commandanl of the Natlunal Deferce College, Now ol

Pruring fammu snd Kashmir operations in November-Dectmbier 1947,
4 Kumaon led by Lt Col Khanna, played a leading role in arcesting the
tide af irilal invaslon in Srinagar Valley. In January 1948, 8 3000-4000
elrong enemy furce sttempiad to cut aff the Indian line of communication
at Mahurs and Rampur. 4 Kumaon was erdersd (o [oll this sttempt.
Moving cut of Lri in & pitch dark night in a blinding snow-storm, 4
Kumnon reached Mahura the following morning. 1f cressed the river
[helum by means 6f & single strand of wite, strang across the river, and
altached tora pulley from which was dung 2 wooden box, Thi lessrdius
crassing wits made during a severe snow-stoem. After crossing the river,
the batlalion capturead the dominsting height oppesite Mahuto, The enemy
wis eumpletely surprised by this seomingly impossible crossing and wax
completely rouled in the ensulng battle,

Puring Febroary-8arch 1948, the cnemy indicted a Brigade of Azad
Kashmir Force and a few thousand trlbesmen in this area. They launched
repeated attacks on the ndlan pickets, north of Mahure. Al these attacks
wers repulised with heavy casualties to the enemy.

On 14/15 April 1948, 1t Col Khanna Jaunched a major aitack on Kopra,
# formidable enemy position hild by two companics, with two more
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compranies i reserve: After covering a distance of 13 km during the night,
the Kumaonis completuly surprised the enemy n 2 dawn attack
fhcroughly totted hin. They inflicted more thip 600 easualties an' the
evemy and cul off his line of communication between Mahura and
Baramula

O 20 April 1948, Lt Col Kharma led an attack tn Goashar, beld by the
enemy in battalion strenpth. Afte o night march inhervy ramshis battalion
fraght o sharp action af down during a severe thunderstorm. The enemy
suffered heavy casunllies and withdrew in disorden.

Lt Col Khara saved the ans north of Maburs from flling into enemy
hands. He was awarded Mahavie Chakra for his ontstanding lendership.
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1C-4018

Lt Col
Khmaj
Narindra Nath,
MVC (Posth.)

Lt Col Narindra Nath Khanna; son of Shei ML, Ehanna, was borm on 20
May 1928, at Larkana, Sind, now in Pakistan. His family later sellled in
New Delhi, He was commissisned in the Sikh Regiment on 12 Septamisen
1945,

During the Indo-Fak War 1965, 1t Col Khamna comnanded 2 Sikh

Baltalion i Uri sector of Jamnu and Kashoir, The battalion was ordered

! ko attack the Raje picket, across the cease-fire line, on the might of
5 Seplember with a visw to the linking up of the Uri-Poonch bitlge. The
picket was strangly held by the enemy. The apprasch 1o it lay from the
enst and the gradient for the last 200 metres veas very stecp. The pricket
wirs heavily mined &nd wired.

Lt Col Khanna lsanched theattack on the picket with three companies
at 0400 Hours on & September 1965, No sconer than the companies had
crossed the start line they came wnder devastating fire. The day light
made it easy for the enemy to chovss his tarpets Somehow the rompanles
managed o resch the wire obstacle But any further move becam difficill.
Thie two asssulting companies were even pushéd back by the snemy.
Meamwhile, Lt Col Khanna was wounded by a grenade splinter in the
right shoulder. He encouraged the fwo companies to meve up and with
o few men led an assault with grenades in his hand. The assault hroughi

\ Indians within the ana nf enemy bunkers. Here the Commanding Officur
was mirtally wounded by & Hrosvming burst in the stomach, The compantes,
however, edged forwand gallantly and captured the objective.

Lt Col Ehanna was decorated with Mabavie Chakra for his courage.
determination and leadership, pusthumously.
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Lt Col
Khanna, Prem Kumar,
MVC

Lt Col rotn Kurmar Khanra, son of Shrd Sohan |4l Khanna, was borm an
10 December 1933, in Lahwes; mow’ in Pakistan, He graduated from the
Punjab University in 1953, He was commissioned in the Sikh Résgimment
on 2 June 1955, Subsequently, he rase to the rank of Brizadier.

Duting the Trido-Pak War 1971, L{ Cal Khunne commandsd 5 Sikh in
Chhamb sector west of Murnawal Tawi rieer, The battalion was deployed
to detend the nocthern flank of the sector from Pak dikack. 1t had aid 3
protective minefield in front of its detended area to prevent the enemy
ingress.

O 3 Dhivember 1971, at 2080 heirs Pakistani forces launched a mpssive
attack an Chhamb with tanks and artillery. They subjected the Sikhs 1o
intense shelling and small ammns and MM fire 1o achivve s breakthrough:
Uut the Sikhs under the inspiring leadership of Lt Col Khanng remained
firmn. They nol anly foiled the enciny abiempt al breakthrough but also
mflicted heavy casuilties on him. In desperabion. Pakdsian pressed its Al
Faree in support of the Army. On 4 December the 3 Sikh positions were
repeatedly strafesd, The enemy then attacked them with rockets, tanks;
artillery and infantry. The memy. however, found 2 mateh in the Sikh
commander. He not only repuised the repeated enemy assaults hut alan
launched several counter-attacks 10 regaln the lost positions.

Lt Col Kharma led his men with imaginstion and courage in momirds
of greut despair. His consplcuous bravery and leadershi p earned Rim
Maha Vir Chakra.
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8295

Havildar

Khattri, Lal Bahadur,
MVC

Havildar Lal Bahadur Khuttr son of Shd Nain Singh was lom on 1 July
1917, in willage Wamitala, 4000 Parbal, Nepal. He wos erveollend b 379
Corkha Rifles on 23 Novemboer 1934, He retired as Jemadar (Nalb Subedar)
from the Indian Army,

During lammu and Kashmir operalions in 1945, Puneh resmained nder
ther enemy slege fora long tmie. However, Punch Brigade did not succumly
0 enemiy pressure, b esarfed tofagpressive paloolling aod establishesd
pickets: fur the defence of Punch: West of Punch in Tewrinot area; the
enemy held a vital position with two companizs. When the brigade planned
ter clear this area, 3/9 Gorkha Bifles ws asked b copture 4 hill featurs
iy the rigght af Teftlnet

In this attack A Company was allstted s pimple to the right of the
feature. When the commander ol the leading platoan of e o ompEny gol
wolnded during thi advance, Havildar Khatiri took over the conumand
e advance eontinoed: despite Tuavy erwemy automatic fire, and the
platoon secured the whole of the rng contour under his able
laclership Shorlly allerwands, tne etiemy put in s strong counterattack
to regain the position. Al this stage the ammunitivn position of the platoon
Bevame eritical and some mene losing heart, startid th crawl back. But
Huvildar Khattrl remained Hrm In his position and with cool eourage he
kept the advancing enemy at bay,

Meanwhile one of his riffemen was gravely wounded. Flavildar Khattri
went forward, virtually in' the face of death, 1o puall hiz man aut. When
b ran out of grerades, he hurled stones at the advancing enemy. While
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theowing stones with his right hand he evacunted the rifleman to safety
with His left hand: [mapired by the courage of their leader, the men took
hoart and rallied o beat back the sdvancng enemy. The eniemy withdrew
Ieatrmg behind 14 desd.

Havildar Khistiri was swarded Muhavir Chaka for hie tutstanding



1C-4969

Major

Khushhal Chand,
MVC

Major Khushhal Chand. waz born on 26 September 1909, [lis family Ler
seftled in village Geysnur, Keylong, Himachal Pradesh. He: was
commissipned wn the Dogre Regiment on 15 Seplember: 1947,

Subwequaitly, he rose o the rank of it Col. This brave soldier died in an
alrerasly In 1957

In Janvary 1948, Tadakh Jay unprotected. The Pakistand raiders were
gradually closing upon (k. Leh detachment, mm]:lﬂul:ng 33 perkons, was
the only Indian force m Ladakh valley at that time The sifimlion was
desperate and [ndian cumm.ﬂndmwﬂ? worrod abaud the fate of Ladakh
The need o r*trmg,:hu-n the Leh detachment was miost immedlate. But the
problem was who would venlure out lor Lely in the prevailing inclemanl
weathor,

Thie Indian Army did not lack i men of guts Major Khushhial Chand
and hes cousin Majer Thakur Prthl Chand walunteersd 1o leud o contingsnt
each through the snowy path to Loh. Major Khushbal Chand, with one
platpan of J&K State Parce and about twenty loval militia, deliyed the
enemy aclvance on Leh along the Indus valley for four months, He skilfully
ipplied guerilla tactics to fight @ numercally superior engmy. By bis
mobile @metice he gave-an exaggerated impression of his strength o the
enemy. Onoone pecasion he held the Khaltsd bradge for 24 hours with just
cne sepay. In the night, the sepoy kept on fring an the oppesite bank,
while Major Khushhal Chand erawled diown to fhe bridlze and set
it on fire. This delayed the ¢oemy advance by another one week,
Thi absence of commrmeation factlity added to his problems. He had to
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make fréguent visits to Lih to keep the commander infarmed aboul his
aclivikies,

Theoughtmt these operations Mijor Khushial Chand fought withouit
gesuale rabions, Weapons and ammufiition. He led his smal] band o
e fo sudeoss with great vigour and skill in adverse weather conditions.

He was awanied Mahavir Chakra,
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1C-993

Brigadier

Kler, Hardev Singh,
MVC

Brigadier Hapdev Singh Kler, son of Shri Chhajia Gingh, wes born on
3 July 1924, in |zbalpor, Madhya Pradesh. 11e was comnussinned in B
Carps of Signals on 10 October 1943,

During the leylo-Pak War 1071, Brig Kler commanded a mountaln
brigade on the Eastern frank His brigade was asked to load the Indian
advance in Kamelpur-Tumg dver axis. It involved clearing of strong
cnemy oppusibion at kamalpur, Bakshygan, Jamalpur, Tangail, Mirsapiir
and rivar Turag and wmany minor obstacles in bebwesn.

Diuritig the atdvance Brig Klsr alwaps moved with the leading troops,
directinyg the operations in complobe disreparid OF Ris salety. His hundling
b the troops during the battle of Jamalpur shuwed great professional
skill, Hee provided great inspiration 0 his: froups, who had laid siege
behind thi enemy positions south of Jamalpur, by hik presence in the
thick of the battle. He directed the aperalions so skilfully and couragpously
thatall attermple by the ecpemy at breakthrough wers follad, Enemy suffered
heavy casualtivs and losl 879 man a3 prisonoers of war. Ha also lost a large
quantity of weapons and ammunition o the Indians

Brig Kier was awarded Mahavir Chakea for displaying outstanding
courage and leaderihip.
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JC-3001
Jemadar
Lal Singh,
MVC

femadar |.al Singh, son of Shii MNikka Singh, wasg born o 5 |amusry 1916,
movillage Bhorwani, B"‘.'ﬂ',ﬂ?'&ﬁr Punjab. He was eriralled in 1 Panala (RS)
Infantry on 5 January 1934,

Liuring Jamurm and Kashmir operations Indians had not recorciled to
the lnss of Tas and Kargil in the nocthern sector of Kaslmir by May-Tune
1948, In fct the recapture of these vital posithons was necessary 1o save
Leh fram falling mto eremy hands during the winter. All plans to reach
s by outHanking the enemy from, the right mmd left came to nothing:
Fwgt = frontal attack: through Zoji L4 alss came to maught. But once the
tanks cleared fhe way at Zoji la there was nothing to prevent Indians
from marching on to Dras, B

Diiring this advance on Dras by 77 Para Brigade; 1/5 RGR and 4 Eajput
were to take on tha enemy pickels astride the road nsar Pindras. 1 Pa tala
wis o push through along the valiey and eaptire Dras. The plan was to

advance with one company on eithor gide of the stream running down
the narrow valley towards Dras The troops started off at 1730 lours on
14 November from the Matayan area. At about midnight the company

muowing om the right came up against 2 strong pémition on Broven FRIL

Jernadar Lal Singh of 1 Battalion of the Patiafa (IX5) Infantry, wos com-
manding the leading platoen of the company which attacked the Frovn
Hill feature. a formistable enemy stronghold on the way to Dras. Wher
the platoan teached within 20 metres of the enemy, it faced very hesvy
fire. Al lhis junctore the JCO showed great presence of mind. Lindor
incessant fee he crawled fatward with his W/T sel to the leading section
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and drdered them to dig in. He then crawled to the other sections, and
gave thein necesary diroctions. In the process he was hit saveral fimes ant
his W/T set was damaged. Most of the men of his platoon were also
wionnded.

The infurics suffered by him caused profused bleeding. The damage to
W /T set put him out of communication with the Coy HQ. Bur he did not
lose heart. With eool courage, guts and stamina he enabled the platoon
o stick on to the position for four hours,

Om;, 15 November 1948, when the other two plstoons of his company
moved for the attack, he put himself with the first section. He charged
the enemy position with great forocity, killing =iz af the snemy and
captured the feature. '

By daring: dash and skillul leadership, Jemadar Lal Singh opened the
way to Dras for his unit He was awarded Mahavic Chalea for this
conspicuous gallantry.
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1C-8423

Captain
Mahabir Prasad,
MVC (Posth.)

Captain Mahabir Prasad, son ol Shri Inder Prasad, was bomn an 16 lanuary
1936, in Caleutts, West Rengal, He was commissioned in Sikh Reygiment
on | fune 1957,

During the Conflick with China, 1962, Captam Mahabir Frasmd was
serving with an unit of Gorkha Rifles in Namihachu ara of North-East
Frontier Agency. The unit was deployed to defend this avea from the
Chinsse attack.

O 20 Oietobior the enemy launched & massive attack on ndian pesitions
iy, this area with hpavy artiflery, mortar and mediom mﬁm.ﬁ fire.
Captain Prasad faced the enemy attack with grim determina L and
courage, He led & handful of his men agalnst the waves of adeancing
Chingse ond Inflicied hoavy casualiies on them.

Tor digplaying remarkable , determination and courage, Captain
Frasad was decorated with Mahavir Chakm, posthumously,




1C-10690

Lt Col

Mahatam Singh,
MVC

L.t (ol Mahstam Singh, son of Subédar Dhaja Sirigh, was bam on 16 July
1921, iri village Raiptr, Dumns, Jammu; | & K He was commissioned m
[AK Riflescon 13 August 1942

In 1967, 1t Col Mahatsm Singh commanded 10 JAK Rifles on India
China lerdet. The battalion remaimod in the Cho La area from 23 June o
|4 Octaber 1967, D Company bl (e Cha Lo BOT, which was very clise
tothe ledier. To mvord a clash with the Chinese, barbed wire concenlration
cotls were laid along the boundary. This was done desplie ditficull Weerain
anel aclverss weather conditions under the leadership of Lt Col Slogh.

At D935 hotirs on 1 Ottober the eneaty suddenly started finng an ol
Indian posts simuttaneously. The firng was intense and sffectite. Heavy
machine suns and recoilless guns caused considemble damage to Trii b
positions. Al 1430 hours Lt Cal Mahitam Singh was ordered 10 march to
Cho La, He starled immediately and sfter an acduous ragrch teachad Chio
Lato bake over the command of the uperation, He asted with determinahon,
conrape and skill, restored the situation and eatabliched physical contac
with the position which had burme the brunt of the fighting,

He was awarded Mahavie Chakry for displaying exceptional braviery,
leadership and devetion to duty.
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JC-39248
Subedar
Malkiat Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Subedar Malkiat Singh, son of Sho Guecharan Singh; was bom on 5 Mav
1927, &t Lohat Baddi, district Sangrur, Funjab. He was cenrolled in
14 Punjab Regiment (Nobhis Akal Regiment) om 5 May 1947,

During the Indo-Pak War 1971, 14 Purjab was deployed In Curibpur
atea on the Eastorn fronk In view of the moreasing Pakistani activity on
ndion borders the battalion was given Lho task of securing Garibpur by
the Hrst iigl'lt an 21 November and blunting of enemy counter-attacks, if
any. The battle iasted from 20 16 22 Novemiler,

Pluring this battle Subedar Malkiat Singh wos holding an important
defensive position which was mpeatedly subjected to infantry and
armoured attacks by Hie enemy. He moved fram ane treach to another
encturaging his man to Aghl with determination (o repil=e the attack. The
enemy howesor, advanced upto 50 metres of battalion position and sub-
jected it to effective light machine gun fire and grenade atiack. A1 this
gritical moment Subedar Malkiat Singh, unmundful of his personal safety,
erawled forward and engaged the enemy. Allhough he himselfwas badly
wounded, he killed two enomy machine gunners. There he was mortally
woundied by an enemy tank shell

For muat conspiruous bravery, Spbedar Malkiat Singh was honoured
with Muaha Vir Chakm, posthumously.




4128692
Sepoy

Man Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Supoy Man Singh, son of Shri Sampat Singh; was bom on 12 April 1925,
in village Khera Machhroll, Rohiek, Haryana He was enrolled in 1 (Para)
Fumaon Reghmen) on 12 April 1245

Puring Jammu and Kashmie operations in early 1945, the defenes of
Punch was one of the most complix prablems of the Indian Army. Punch
was complotely surrounded by the enemy. The enemy mounted pressuee
on Punch garrisen by sttacking its pickets in Jaruary 1948. Af 1200 hours
¢ 25 Jonmary, the raiders launched simultancous attacks on four Frcdian
pickets and 200 of them managed to infiltrate into the perimeter through
two of the camp pickets.

At this junctare, Sepoy Man Singh was with 2 picket under eswmy
attack. His platoon was holding fhe front on a key defensive position. The
enemy troops; supported by six lHght machine guns and grenade dis-
chargers frum a distance of about 100 metres, came close lo the plckel
perimeter. The plaloon suffered 50 per cent casunlties and the efemy was
polsed [Gr a rush n

The sifuation was indeed crifizal. Sepoy Man Singh knew it. Hie rushid
out of his slit teench and dashed forward, engaging the enemy wilh
grenadey. The strong enemy pressure could nol deter him foom advancing
onaneimy poste. By incessanl liring he eventually sucocedod in sitencing
bwo enitaty LMGs. In the din of the battle an LMG burst hit him pn the
hiead, injuring him severely. But before death could take him away, he
smadhed another enemy LMG hurling & grenade saying "1 am finished
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bt | will fintsh you tha In his Lsst message to the Section Commander
he pifadt:-l that oo enemy should be alluwed to lesve the sector
alive.

Sepoy Man Singh set am example of bravery and devotion io duty. He
was awarded Mahavie Chalra, posthamously,



4666 E(P)

Wing Commander
Mangat,
Harcharan Singh,
MVC

Wiz Cddr Harcharen Smgh Mangat, som of Shed Bam Singh Mangsl, was
barn on 6 June ¥932, at Ludhiana, Punjib, He was commissioned s
General Dutiss (Pilot) in the Indian Afr Force on 16 Jenuaty 1954
Subssquenily, he rase to the rank of Alr Commodare.

Puring the Indo-Tak War 1971, Wg Cdr Mangat commanided a fighter
bomber squodron of theIndian Ale Force from a farward alrfield on
Westi=rr front, The enemy opened his altack on India with his abreraft
strmulianeousiy bombertding Aniitsar, Srinagar, Avoritipur aod Pathinkod
aérficldn. T pelalintion Wy Cdr Mangal led many stefkes on targets insidy
eremy territory, He also alerted the anti-atroralt guns around the alelizids
azninat passible air attacks. This word of caution proved very usshul wheen
enemy aircrafl came over the aiefleld ar 2100 hours and 0235 hoots on 3
and 4 Decembir 1971 respactively. Indian ock aick guns gave them 4 hol
teception and they had to retroal empty handed.

At dawn on 4 December, Indian alrcraft ook off in pairs 1o mid the
sargets in Pakdstan. One of these altncks, degp into wnemy lerrdiory, was
led by W Citr Mangat on 4 Decgmbar. While on fhe way His -ormation
comptising four aircrafl wos fired upen by enemy ack ack guns. Flis own
afreraft was hit thrice. But be continued to move furward en o [he Garget
unperturbed it be found that ane mote alrcralt of the formation had
been drmaged, The formation was now some 200 km devp Inside enemy
territory. Wi Cds Mangal Imniedistely Ordered a hard tum and give 4
retreat call. By then his-alrcraft hud suffered serious damage by intense
anli-aircraft fire. 1owever, he manpeavrod (o eotricate his formatinn from
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the harardous situation and led it sately o the base. Qn landing it was
tound that hisaireralt was extensively damaged and major peetinna of the
tail contml surface were compietely shot away.

The fallure of ths mission did @ot dishestten him. He led many mose
strikes: un targets inty the enemy teeritory, Thise included masshalling
yards, poods trams and gun and tank comeentrations: He lew a number
of photo reconnaissance sortles doep inslde enemy territory. The
information calleeted by him was used by Indian Army and &ir Fores in
planning thelr operations

Wg Cdr Mangat was awarded Mahavir Chakra for superd H}fing skill
and presence of mind.




1C-12933
Brigadier
Manjit Singh,
MVC

Brigadier Manjit Singh, son of Sardar Bikeam Smgh, smsborn on 1 Janusry
1942, al Amritsar, Punjab. He was commissioned in Mahar Regrment on
17 December 1961, He belonged to i lamity with 2 long military fraditions.
His grandfathes had seen action in West Asia during the First Warld Wi,
His four brothers have also served in the Indian Army.

41 Infantry Brigade was inducied inko 5ri Lanka gs part of the Indian
Pesice: Keeping Force on 16 Clctober 19687, Brigadier Manjit Stngh had
taken ayyr the enmmand of this brigade om the previous day. The brigads
veas askest to clear |affna town, the biggesl stronghaold of LTTE militants,
arich 4 Hiok up with 1 Maratha Light Infardey in Jatfna portl The nilitants
had mined 311 thie raads leading to Jaffng and hed covered all approaches
bo it with small arms and heavy machine gun fire,

Brigadivr Manfil Smgh landed ot Palali siriield #t 083 hours'an 16
Octaber, He found that the Indian troops-advanring towards Anma Collag
were fucing stifl reststance. He also found that the troops operating west
of Mamipal were trapped I heavy firing and were unable 1o extricate
themselves. Brigadier Manjit Smgh dedded upon & quidc breakthrough,
He assumed the charge of the Ieading slements Lo speed up the opetations.
The cordon of desperate militants was broken with just two comparues
uf Rajputans Rifles and a link up with era Commandoes operating from
Taffna Fort affected. His leadership and valour fn the faon ol groe donger
mptivated his men to evercome the militants’ resistance.

Brigadier Manjit Singh was decorsted with Mahavir Chakra tor
conspieuous courage and Icadership,
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IC-li?.Zl

Mankuﬂa;,
Basdev Singh,
MVC

Major Basdey Singh Mankotia, son of Shn 5. B, Rai Singh Mankotia, was.
brarn on 16 April 1941, at Sidhpur Gah village, district Kangra, Himachal
Pradesh. He belonged to a family with lonyg mlitery traditions. His fsther,
grandfather and great E:andflﬂug had served the Indian Ann}r with
distinction, Fle was commissioned in Punjab Regimenton 11 Decomber
1952.

During the Inde-Pak War 1971, Major BS. Mankotia was commanding
il eomibrined foree of regular infentry and Border Security Force men. The
foree was holding Randin Screen on the Lahore-Amritsar axis. Ranian was
ke b the defence of Amritsor and it lay within' |00 metres of the strong:
eneiity position at New Wagha Lirain Bebween 3 and 5 Decamber the
eneiny atiacked Kanian Screen seven times. In the fiest attack, lounched
&t 1830 boits an 3 Decamber Makistanis dubjected the Kanian Screin b
feavy and socarate artillery fing Two Takistand companies puzhed onand
managed to reach within 250 metres of Indlan defences. Major Mankotia
alleywed the mmemy 1o come within 50 mefres «f his position and then
directed heavy artillery and mortar fire on Bim, This broke the atiack.
Thies despile determinad sttack, the enemy failed tobverchme the Screen
posttion. Heavy and accurate soiall anms fire forced him to refreaf with
heawvy casuathies.

The priemy sonn overcame the shock of defeat, Ropeated assaulis were
mitde agzin orl Indien positions the same night. The fitst sasadle was
repuilsed bot inthe secomd assault the enemy succended m penwtrating
part of Indian defences. At this juncture Major Mankntia personally led
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a cpunter-attack to evict the envmy. He sucerpded in regaining (e Tost

ground. While: mosving out of his bunker he was hadly wonnded o the

shelling. But he mfused to be evacuated and beat back two more enemy
nssaults on this day,

On 4 Decgimber the endmy again subjectisd the Indisn post b srtillery
and air atteck. In the might he launched an atfack in brigade strengif.
Major Mankobia stack to his post and folled these allempta i soite of the
fact that he was wounded and nrming temperature. In all, seven enemy
attacks were repulsed by him,

Muaior Mankotis was decornted with Mahavir Chaloea for displaving
conspicuous gallantry.

=]




IC-6622

Major

Mathur, Sushil Kumar,
MVC

Major Sushll Kumiar Mathur, son of Shri S.B.T. Mathtr, was born ¢n 1
Tuly 1934, @t Debirnciun, Uitar Pradesh, Hewas commizsioned in Artillery
Regiment on 13 December 1953, e ook part in Operation “Vijay” in Gog,
Opemtion ‘Kabaddl' In the Rarm of Kutch snd Opeaation “Riddle’ in
Rajasthan. He also lought the Indo-Pak War 1971, in Punch Sechor
Subseyuiéntly, he rose o the mnk of Brigndigr.

In April 1965 Pakistan launched a limited offensive in the Rann of
Kutch to grab some Indian aress. The ferrain was urifavoumble for the
Indians and they experienced difficulties in containing the snemy
onslaught. The visibility in the srea was very poer ael the movement of
vehicles on e sand was very difficult. In fhese circumstances if was
decded to direct artillery fire on the enemy turgets foun thee ale. At this
functuie Major Mathur was commanding an Alr Operation Fﬂglu in the
Kuteh aren. The tzsk was, therelore, entrusted to his weam. He was also
ditockizd by earry out artillery cheervation and aerial reconriaissance.

Miajrr Mathir few 45 opevational sorties to acoamplish the taske as-

sigmead 10 b, OF thoee sarties fwo wers extremely sucessful, On 15 April
19-[:'-5 he effectively engagod o convoy of intrudiers inthe Kanjarkol arda,
destroving thres vehicles and damaging many others. Again on 30 April
1965, hw directed artillery fire towards the intruders in the Biar Bet area
and compelled them o withdraw in haste In this action, 2 feld ammu-
nitinn dump and three vehicles belonging to the mtrudes were damaged.

winjor Mathur was awarded Mahavir Chakoa for displaying exceptional
courage, technical kill snd leadership,
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1559 GD (P)
Air Commodore
Mehar Singh,
MVC, DSO

Alr Commuodore Mebar Singh, son af Shed Triluk Singh, was bom on
20 March 1915, at Lyallpar, ndw in Pakistan, e was commisslondd es
Gomeral Duties (Tilot) in the Roval Indian Aje Foroe on 1 August 1936, Ha
was awarded D50 in 1944 for distinguished performance in World War
I He resigned from the Royal Indian Alr Force in 1948 anc) was later
killed in a flying accident,

1g the fammr and Kashniir Operitions (94748, Alr Commadare
Mehar Singh was the Alr Officer Commanding No.t (Ops) Group, RIAT.
While thie RIAF Dakotas were flying supplies to and evacuating refugees
from Punch, ene of the Indian Dikotas was hit by machine gun fire. The
pilot, however, managed an'emerirency Ianding at Punch. This fnddent
bromght home the need for arming the Dakotas, During the Tink bp with
Panch incarly 1948, A Cormmpdore Mehar Singh introduced the noveliy
of arming Dukota aireraft onowopply missions. He carded out o bombing-
cum-supply misslon persomally, This enabled the BIAF (o send supplies
to Punch in wrmed Dokotas. In May 1948, whon Leh was in desperate
need of reinforcements he few a Dakota to Lich on 24 May, hervlofore
pemsidered an imipoasible task. Thersafter, the supplies and rwinlorcerments
arriver] ioto Leh reguliardy. Leh was thus saved from capitulation.

Adr Comemuodore Mehar Singh displaved greal leadership and devotion
ber haby-gnd setan example for those satving under i He was awardid
batuivie Chatea,
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1C-4282

Lt Col

Mehta, Harbans Lall,
MVC (Posth.)

v

Lt Col Harbans Lall Mehta, son of Shot D.C. Mehts, was born on
15 September 1422 at |helum (Palastan). Subsequently, his family settled
In Delhl. He wis commiagionad i the:Madras Regiment on 15 December:
1646,

Durimyg the Indo-Pak Wi 1955, Lt Col Mehita commanded 4 Madtas
in Biallot seckar, His bavtalion was asked 1o capfure Malurajie, held i
ood strongth by the enemy, The battalion crogsed the opagefire line at
HE0E henrs on § Septernber and the assault troppa penetrated upto about
100 metres of the enemy forwand defence line,

4 Madlraz sneountered heavy oppesttion at this stage. which held up
the advanie of the leading company. To overcome this obstacle, Tt Col
Mehia pressid the reserve eompany inte attack. But it too falled to make
progress awing to heavy oppesition from the flank He then ardered this
offiders 1o clear the ohjective rench by rench. In the fierce hand 1o hand
fight that ensued many trenchos were ¢leared, some gins were destroyed
ancl heavy casualiles were inflicted on-the enemy,

The cnemy, however, refused o surrepder: Time was runsing short
and the sun was about to dee- Lt Col Mehta then pushed ahead o clear
the rirmiants of the enemy with one of his nesen'e compaiies. 11 was
tnetically sound gutflanking miwe. Insplred by his presence in the foremost
line of sHack, the men pressed home the attack succesfully. The enemy
stmnghold collapsed. But the Modrasis losh their commander in this acbon.

L4 Col Mehta was dvwarded Mahavit Chakea for setting an example of
porsgnal couraje, leadorship zod sacrifice, posthumounsly.
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1C-4190

Brigadier
Michigan, Anthony
Harold Edward,
MVC

Brgadier Arthony Harold BEdward Michigan, was bam on 13 Oclebser
1825, at Muddehihal, Bijapur, Karnataka. e was commissioned in the
Gremadiers gn 1l Decermber 1948,

Bruring the Indo-Pak War 1971, Urigadier Michigan commanded 41
Mountain Brigade on the Eastern froht The brigade was ashed o cEpture
Lithali and Diarsans in Jessore sector, by 30 Novembar. Thesp positions
were fortifled and helid in good strength by the enemy.

‘When the Indian attack on Lithall was in progress enceny automatic and
tark fire covered them on thiee sides and plnned them dowi At this
critical juncture Brigadier Michigan, braving 2 hail of enemiy fite, look
Emag-ml contral of the situation; stabilised the battle line and roorssrised

is troope for further offensive, He conducted the battle with cool COurage
and scant regard for his [ife. 'This gnetly Inspived his troops and they tack
the objective by storm. '

Subsequently, he regrouped his foroes for maunting an attack on the
stromgly forfilied enciny position ac Darsana, He personally recormoitred
the area braving the small arms and artfllery fire of the tnemy and
conductéd a preliminary operation, breaking through the outer erust of
the enemy delences. Subsequently, he negobialed an exfensive minefiell
to launch the main offensive against the well prepared eneniy positions.
Agamn he was in the thick of the battle. e inapired his boops to brave
2 devastailig hall of artillery and mortar fire and. gained a decisive victory.
From Datsana, Keadvanced towards Jhenlda ind vaptired it after coviring
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50 ern in 48 honirs. The cnemiy was faken by complele surprise Thepughout

tese operations, Brgndier Michigan commanded his roops with great
professional skill.

Brigadier Michigan was awarded Mahavir Chakes for conspicuous
galiantry and exemplary leadership. Ui
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IC-1857

Captain

Mistri, Dara Dinshaw,
MVC (Posth.)

Caplsin Dars Dinshaw Mistrl; was bom on 14 October 1921, He was
comrissinned in the Regiment of Artillery on 5 July 1942 Hie family later
setted in Dharampur, Himachal Pracesh,

During Jammu and Kashmir operations in 1948, after a convincing
defeat In the summer, the enemy kept @ low profile in Naushahra srea
fur some ime, But m mid December 1948, he again bocame active, Hell
broke loose when on 14 December all available guns of his two regiments
rained on Naushahra area. In this shelling, Chhawa ridge suffersd the
most. At this juncturse Caplain Mistrl of | Medium Battery, 30 Mediam
Regiment Artillery, waran Observation Officer at the forward-most picket.
e stuck o his post n spite of this murderous fire, feeding the much
needed information to his meon,

His feariess conduel imvited more hostile guna®at him. But this nevor
diterred him Fom going about his job. He confirmed the presence of
enemy Sherman anks in the Sandoa village area. These tanks imgajed
his picket for more than two hoors, but could not break his will to hold
um to the post. The Platoon Commander also could nat persunde him lo
wek safety and he continudd b feed Information o hls guiss. He remained
at the post till-a 75-mm shell killed him instantansously.

By day and by night. Captain Mistri servesl as the walch-dag of tae
picket. All ranks on the picket were greatly inspired by his coumige,
gallantry and devotion to duly. He was swarded Mahavir Chakes, post-
homitusiy.
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JC-33029
Subedar
Mohinder Singh,
MVC

Subedar Mohinder Singh, son of Shri Bodh Singh, was bor on 3 January
1933, In village Sham Nagar, district Amritsar, Punjab: He joined the
Army 352 Boy. He was enrolled ity 18 Turijab Regirment gn 3 Jamiary 1950,

Phinng the Indo-Pak War 1971, 18 Funjab was with 121 Independent
Infanty Belgade Group in the Kargll Seclor, to the west of river Shingo
The vital Srinagar-Leh rosd pagsed hrough this arcs and there was an
urgent neesd 4o secire this link agsinst possible enimy nlerforeniz and
intiltration: The eremy position at Hathi Mztha pased o grave thesat (6
this link. It was necessary fov the Indivns to capture Brachil Pass o
romgve fhus threat But the Pass was beld n good strength by the ememy
and provided with shell-proal bunkers, 3-inch martars, Bl-mm misrtes
and two BMG sections, It was woll stocked with arms and: ammunition

The task of capturing Hrachil Pass was alloted o 18 Punjub. The attack
weas lntmnchied at 1530 hours on 7 Devkmber 2nd & foot-hold gained an the
left shoulder by 1700 hours. Bul further advance of the unil wis beld up
by heavy enemy fire. Subedar Mohinder Singh was commanding a platoon
there. The eyes of the Batlalion Commander fsll an him al this critical
hour. He was trdered o oniep forward with his platoon and rush on to
the Fass to socurt the left shouldér at the sarliesl Subwidar Mohimdar
Singh rose o the occasion and led hie men through intense fre and
determined apposition. He charged forward, desiroyed ofe misditm
machine gun bunker and inflicted heavy casualtios on the enemy in close
combut, His mapiring canduct In war ensured Hie sucness of the attack.

Subedar Mohindir Singh was awarded Mahayir Chakes for conspicumis
gaflantry and leadership.
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1C-524

Major General
Mohinder Singh,
MVC

Major General Mohinder Singh, son of Shri Chhaja Singh, was barn on
20 Perembie 1914, at Nabha, Turmgsb. He jpined the Indisn Army an
10 [ume 1952 and wak commissioned a6 October 1840 i1 the Ragimit
et Artillory. Tle had earmed Milltary Cross for g=llantry dumsg thie Second
Warld War and was also Mentioned-in-Despatches. His father had. also
served in the Indlan Army,

During the Indo-Cak War 19585, 115 [nfantry Division was deployed in
Tahore sector: On % September 18635, Ma) Gen Mohinder Singh took over
command of this division. By that bme the comflict with Fakistan had
divelaped into o full-Redged war, The division was assigmisd the sk of
captuting Ichhogll Canal,

Maj Gen Mohinder Smgh with bis zeal, determination and leadership,
infused a now spirit in the diviston, Dissegatding his personal safety, he
mived from formation o formation and thus st a fire example belore
his subardinate commanders, His sound operational planning and
indomitable sdtrage enabled his brignde to captum Ichhogil bridge and
Diograt.

Major General Mohinder Singh wis decorated sith Mabavir Chakra for
gillantey and leadership.




1644 F(P)

Wing Commander
- Moolgavkar,
Hrushikesh,
PVSM, MVC

Wing Commander Hrushikesh Mualgavkar, san of Dr. SR Moolgavkar,
was born on T4 Apgust 1920, in Bombay, Maharashira, He was
commissioned in the Royal Indian Air Force an 30 November 1940,
Subsequently, he rase to the rank of Alr Chief Marshal and becanie the
Chisf of the Alr Staff. He was awarded PVSM Tor dJﬁh:lgniu.hvd seTvice
of most exceptional orderin 1976, In 1976, he was honoured with Légion
of Merit, one of the highest Congressional medals of LISA.

Dhiming the Second World War, Wing Commander Moolgavkar served
with No. | Sguadran and did 25 hnum of operational flying in bombing,
racketing snd gurmery. He was gravely wounded when the engine of his
Spitfire aircrait failed during a take-off in 1945 anel remained hospitalised
for eight months.

During Jammu and Easkmir Operations 194748, Wing Commander
Hmﬂgaukﬁr{:mzndnd Mol Operational Wing of the RIAF. HEhJII:iEEH
taok to air when: ditficalt and dangerous commitments had to be earred
out, The air attacks on the well-defended Domel bridge and the Uri and
Saadabad setctors wers led and directed h:i_r him ]:Em:rnallf When the

defences around Uri presented serious obstacles in the way ol
operational flghts, Ke carried oul atracki on them, The venture exposiu]
him to grave dangers: His delermination, mitiative and drive gnabled the
RIAF to repuder effechive support to the Army,

Wing Commander Moalgavkar was awarded Mahavir Chakra for
axceptional bravery and leadetship,
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IC-15689

Captain

Mubayi, Gautam,
MVC (Posth.)

Captain Gautam Mubayi; son of Shei SN Mubayl, was boim on 2 Tune
1843, at Lahore, now in Pakistan, Fis family later seitled in New Delhi,
He was commissioned in the Dogra Reglment, on 27 Septernber 1963,

Duting thee Indo-Pak War 1865, 2 Dogra was deployed o the Mendhar
oot n Tammu and Kaslimir, The bettalion was asked todaunch "Op Hill
lo rernove the enemy cncroachments tn the area committed after thi:
cease-fire: The encronchments had been tomed into sfrongly fartified
positions by the iy with mineflelds, bunkers and wite obstacles snd
adefjuate fire coverage. Capiain Mubayi e @ plateon of Hhe comgrny
which undartook this oploration,

(s the night of 2 Novembor 1965, Captain Mubayi led the company
‘attack an the enemy held feature with covrage and determination. When
the agsault was held up by intense fire and mounting casuallies, he
volunteerod to make a breakthrough with his platoen by éstublishimg a
bridge-head. He crawled forward, ot the wire obstacle snd pushed his

platoem through the mincfield. At this junciure, o ming woiinaded him
severely in the leg but unmindful of he injury, he kept on moving. He
thus established a bridgye-head, capturing a poriion of the objective.
Meanwhile an enemy |i g{f; machine gun was firing devastatingly. Capiain
Musbayi rushed forwand to sllence this gun with a grenade attack He bl
o the bridpe-head i spite of heavy eneny pressure and refused
evacuation. While urging his men to move forward he was mnttally
wounded by a burst of Hrowning machine gum

Caiptain Mubayi was awnrded Mohastir Chakea for his indomitable
courage and inspirmg leaderihip, posthumously. .
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Captain

Mulla,
Mahendra Nath,
MVC (Posth.)

Captain Mahendra Nath Mulla, son 6f Justice TN, Mulls, was bom on,
15 May 1935, al Gorakhpur, Uttar Fradesh, He was commissioned in the
Indian Navy on | May 1948

Tharing the Inde-Fak War 1971, Captain Muila was commading a task:
fyree oo tweo ships, which formed part of the Western Fleet, The foree was
asalpned the task of hunfing and deittoving enemy submarines in the
noith Asabian Ses. On 9 December 1971, ING Rk of the tisk foree was
hit by forpedoes fieed by o Pak submarine, shout 64 km off Diu. The time
wag 25l hours. The ship coild not be saved. Captain decided o abandon:
the ship, Unmindful of his perscnal safety he superiised the arranee
ments for the tesoue of his ship's sompany in s very cobl, ealm and
inethodical manner. With great presence of nind he continuisd 1o dinscl
rescul operations even ot & [aler stage whim the ship was about to sink
THe even gave his own life-saving gear to & sailor Having direstod as
many of his min as possible o lemre the sinking ship, Captain Mula went
back io the brdge lo see what further restue operations could be per-
forimed. He had indsed chosen a waler grave for himself, Captain Mulla
was last seen going down with his ship,

Captain Mulla's acton and behaviour and the example he set, has been
it keeping teith the highest tonditions of the Serviee For displaying
conspicuois gallantry and dedicstion to duty he was awarded Mahavle
Chakra, posiluimedisiy,



1C-5499

Lt Col

Nandagopal, Pagadala
Kuppuswamy,

MVC

Lt Col Pagadala Nuppuswamy Nandagopal, son of Shri PAVE. Naidu,
was born an 15 January 1924, a4t North Arcot, Tamdl Nadu, He was
commissioned in the Sikh Light Infanfry on 16 December 1945,
Subkayuently, ba rose o the rank of Brigadier.

Durieg the Indn-Fak War 1965, Lt Col Nandagopal commanded 6 Sikh
Light Infantry, which furmeal o park of 191 Infantry Brigadee, In [ammu
and Kashimir sectior. Fven after the declaration of cease-fire on 22 September
night, the enemy continued encroachment oo Indian teeeitory. In the
preousss, it ot hold of Kelidhar featore. On 28 Seprember, Lt Col
Nandagopal was prdered to attngk and pooupy two impoctant hill features
ax i prelude to clearing the Kalidhar area. The aitack on hill leatures was
persomally led by [0 Col Nandagopal s afer s bitter strugple thise wen
captured. But the énemy colld not meoncile to thik defest e latindhed
v counter-aitacks supported by hoavy artillery, oeviel the Indians: The
conanter-attacks were beaten back and the enemy suffered heavy caspalbes.
Indians aleo suffered heavy casaalbios In the process. This enabled the
enemy o reaccupy one ol the hill features in the thisd counter-atiack.

The nemy could moke no further advance, But the task of cleanng the
list hill feature still remained umaccomplinhed. COn the night of 3 October
Lt Col Nandagopal was ordered to cliar the fsature with the help of a
Mahar battalion. He sucoseded in capturing the hill feature by 0830 hore
on 4 Octobier despite treacherons terming hitavy oppasition =nd intens
shelling. The baltalion contimued 8 advance and despibe sirong enomy
oppodition, pecupied three other important featares by 180G hours. The
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three counter-attacks launched by the enemy in good strength and
supported by antillery fire were rqiminﬁd. Dhuring one of these covmiee-

attacks L’t':m Nandagopal personally led the forward-mist company and
fought a desperate hand to hand bﬁm..- with thie ey, I Hhe process
he received two hmw:.r blows with a hatchel on his head and facie

It was now the time for-final assaull on Kalidhar Tog Point. Although
thue b ttalion had sulfered heavy casealties and was xtremaly tired Lt Col
Nandagupal mounted the attack Imm‘dlamym ThuTrlg Piint vas captured
and elgared of (nuders by 1230 hours on 5 Ociobes,

For remarkable: courage. leadership and determination: Lt Col
Nandagopal was awarded Mahayir Chakra.



10-61833
Jemadar
Nand Singh,
VC, MVC
(Posth.)

Jemadar Nand Singh, son of Shri Bhag Singh, was borm in 1915, in village
Hahadarpur, Bhatinda, Punjab. He was entolled in 1 Sikh Reglment on
24 March 1923 In Warld War T hé kad won e Vietorta Cross for
eomapicyoud gallantry oo the Burmea tront.

Pruring Jamemna and Kashmiz ppesations some 4000 1o 60 maiders had
spread In U Sector by early [Dectmmber 1947, They had also settled on the
high hills overlooking Uil from the south-cast in godd strength. From
these positioni the rmiders sniped at the Ui garrison ard also posed a
threat to Hie roads leading from Uil to Sonsgar snd Punch. Indians,
whircfore, decided to dislodpe them from these hills. At G70Y) hours on
12 Meormber, L Sikh marched out from Uri to remuve Lhis threat, They
qiickly evercame the apposition ol the way and reached e main entmy
pesition i the afternpon. A about 1430 heurs, they bunped upon a
sbrang eremy loree amwd 4 fiercw land-to-hand fight ensued. In thiz cocounter
the B’ and ‘1Y Companics suffered heavily and were ardered lo withdraw.

But the enetry did not allos the Stkhs a snpoth withdrawal, From well
dug in positinns, he dirscted fire on them. B.Company was budly trappad
in the shelling and lest ten men in killed v no time Fifteen men lay
woundet within teno metres of enemy posttion: The company Inunched
counter-attack pn enemy bunkers bul these resuited in more casnitus,

T Company was Hed andered 1w atiack the enermy frim the left fank
Al Lhis funicture Jemadar Nand Singh, VO, wis commanding a forward
platocn of T Cumparly. He fed his platoon into sttack like a band of
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Trojans, The intense enemy fire, however, brought down many Sikhs. But
m on despite an injured leg. Flis men shouting crla of SAT SRT

closed in on theenemy. Then ensued Herce hand-to-hand Highting,
Jemadat Nand Singh, was the first to draw bloot with his bayonet. He
killed five enemy soldiers. | His men were now inspired fu s freney and
ncting like fiunds, they bayonetted the enemy right and left. The cremy
troke and fled, but not many could make it to ther homes.

The brave JCO captured the objective and kept the pramize mede 1o
his Commanding Officer. But as he stood it top of e bunlkor, a i
of light-machine gun hit him in the chest killing him on the spat. In the
wuords of Battslion Commander “The valour, 1ea.dmh:,rp and aelfless
devutivn o duty displayed by this son of India in this i ackion was
semething that cannot be deseribed, much less matchest”,

This exiraordinary performance won him Mahavir Chakra,
pusthumously.



IC-8140

Major

Narag, Daljit Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

alye Wik

Major Daliit Singh Mardg, son 6f Shri BS Narag, was borm on 20/ May
1935, at Peshawat, now. ity Pakistan. His fother loter seltled in Delhi, He
veas commussionad in the Deccan Homse (9 Horsel om 9 Dvoemiber 1956,

had started wiirsening up on te Eastern front mch before the
beginning of Tndo-Pak War 1971 Tn November 1970, Major Narag was
commanding ‘C’ Squadrom of the 45 Cavaley in Jessore sector, He was
asked toestablivh o road block with an inlanlry battalion east of l'."I‘r.iug_amﬁ
The quadran firmed in genrral nrea Garifipur on 240 "nlnumbrr to thip
end.

Cm st moming, |4 enemy tanks supportixd by two infantry battations
attacked the squagmn position:. A fierce tank battie wits futht at very
clnse quarters, fornéarly 30 minites. The 'C Syuadron effectively engsged
and destroyed 10 enenty @nks. Subsequently, 4 more enemy tdnks were

Imecked out Squadeon lost 3 tanks in this encounter. Major Narag standing

on the turret of his tank, skilfully and boldly manoeuvred his squadnon
during this battle, despite heayy enemy fire. Th troops inupired by his
coirage Inflicted hiavy casualties 6n the enemy, While leading his men
In thie thick & the battle he wias hit by enemy MMG and killed Tt is-said
that “there aoe a few parallels in the h:-h:-ry of armmounad warfare where
one armoured squadron was en d and annuhilsted by an aromoused
farce of equal shremgth atsuch a hithle cost in terms of tank and personnel
citstrlbies”

Major Marag was awarded Mahavir Chaken for conspicaous gallantry
and devetion to duty, pmthumn‘l;ﬁly
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30831

Naik

Nar Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Naik Nar Singh, son of Shri Uttam Singh, was born on 14 March 1926,
in villsge Gangolakatull, Almora, Uttat Pradish. Tle was enmlled In
4 Kumoson Regiment oft 18 March 1844,

During jammu wmd Kashmir aperations the bulld-up ol snemy formes
in Chakiolh ares of Handwar gectar in May 1948, was a matter of greal
concetm for the Indian commanders. The cnonyy was holding the area in
brigade sttength. To meet this threal, the indian 77 Tara Brigade was
moved fo Pandu area, to aperate porth of [helam, so as to cut the enemy
jine of pommundcation and harass him on the rear.

In theys operations, § Kamaon was drdersd to ciptidne the hill feature
Master, north of fhelum. It was a-narrow aid sieep feature, mwch like o
];meid, covered with dense pine forest on one side. The other side was

arren. The approach to it lay along a very narrow bridle path, The enirmy
was holding it with one company, one medinm machine gun section snd
gt mertar section, The approach to the position was ¢overed by the
ermy with lwo medium machine gunsand six light machine guns. The
adenntage Tay wilh the enomy because he was occupying o fugher grownd.

Lrurimg this operation Nuik Nar Singh commanded a section. The allack
comimenced at (530 hours. Bt aving to the lack of space for manoeusring
and infenge enemy flte, the B Company’ could make no progress. Duzing
the second assault an enemy bollet hit Naik Nar Singh on the rignf
shoulder Blade. A stream of blood started flowing put of his body. The
matter was reported o Hhe Flatoon Commander who advisad him to
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evacuate The Company Commandir also tedersd him nol o ke parl
in the third assault. But the NCO maintained a stoic silénce '

During (e third atieapt on Master feature, Naik Nar Singh's section
led the assaull. AR the troopa started muving out of the coficentration area
he quietly slipped vut and took over the command of his section. While
on the lead he spoatted an enemv light machine gun. He encouraged his
cumeade in his falat vaice to puanh on “Kureseni. Ko Dachho. Jan Chide Tne,
Lekin Dtslunan Ko Af Tukre-Tuikes Kar Dals: Picke Naliin Hatna™ (Oh, the
children of Kitmaon wirry nol, even i yoiir Life goes, cut the enemy into
piopestoday, do notreseal), Then firing his sten gun he jumped fito the
enemy 111.1'_:‘rL;’r. hayemetted two of the gunners and captured the gan In
this sttack the enemy, was tolally routed. Mastor feature was in Kumaorti
hands by 1130 howrs, Many g, rifles and alarge quanti of amrmurition
and storey were captured. The esemy suffored 20 killed and 20 injuned.
Indians suffered 2 killed and 7 woundoed Meanwhile, Hie Naik had suffesed
heavy lnss of blood, He-was fouwnd dead in the enemy bunker lving tn
tep of his two victims, holding fast to 4 bren gun be had captured from
the enemy.

Watk Nar Singh was avwarded Mahavir Chalea for putstanding gallantry,
posthumaously.



3946 GD(P)

Sqn Ldr

Jag Mohan Nath,
MVC & Bar

Sqre Ldr Jag Mohan Nath, son of She KN, Ral, was borm on & Augugt
1930, at Jaipuar, Rajasthan. He was commissioned us General Thuties (Pila)
in the Indian Air Force on 14 Ottober 1950, Subkequently, he rose lo the
rattk of Wing Commander.

In Dueceenber 1962, Sqﬂ Idr Malh was Fiig*nr Commander with a

Strateploal Ruconmai=ance Unit. He performed a2 number of hazardous:

apurationl tasks mvalving fying over :I:.fﬁlmitnm'.mtm terrain, both by

day and by night in adverse weather conditions. He digplayed conspicuous:

and & high deg,me of professional skill in these operations and
wits awarded Mahavir Chakea in fanuary 1963

[}umg the indo-Fak War 1965, Sqn Ldr Nath commanded o Canberra

undt. Fe led his unit several Hmes over the hostile territory 1o ahiain vital

information about the enemy. The unescorted missior, which were in the
nature of recomnaissance, entafled fying long distances over (heenemy
territory and well-defended aidields and installations during day lght.
San Ldr Nath was fully aware of fhe rdzk he was nmning on esch of these
missions. Stil, he chose to undertake the risky missions himselfl [ was
alter greal petsuation that he allowsd Tis :ti!q;m by s risky
asslgromEn e

The information gathered by him during his missions proved vitally
impaortant lo Indian air effort. The missions enabled our Alr Forees to
attack vital enemy targets and this ddversiy affectsd cnimy’s war effort

San Ladr Nath was awarded ar to Mahavir Chakem for displaying
courage, détermination and devotion to duty.
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1C-4703
Brigadier
Natu,
Anant Vishwanath
MVC

Brigadier Anant Vishwanath Naty, son of Shtl V.V, Natu, wes hom on
1 Seplember 1925, 3t Akola, Maharashiza. He was commissioned in
9 Garkha Rifles an 13 October 1944, Subsaquently, he moee (o the rank ol
Major Genwral. Hi samed many medals for distinguishied service with the
Indian Army.

During the Indo-Pak War 1971, Brigadicr Natu commangdied 43 Infantry
Brigade in the Punch seclar on the Western front. His brigade was
responsible for the deferice of Punch. He plannéd and organised his
defences tn the area in a skilful mannier s0 as o prevent enemy ingress
into Punch. To this effect'he secuped the heights above Punch, Thus he
disallowsd a tactical advintage to the enemy.

The snemy launchod offendive on Punch defences in a overwhelming
strength. Attacks were mounted one after another with arfillery-support.
surprisingly, Indians did npt lose & single post over 2 period of four days:
Brigadior Natu showed great conrage and leadership in this battle. He
engured that the troops held thelr ground at all costs. The vital seclor of
Punch wan this saved from falling mio enemy hands.

Brigadier Natu was swarded Mahavir Chakra for displaying gallatry
and lsidership of 2 high ordar.,

AT




3940154

Lance Havildar
Naubat Ra-m;
MVC

Lance Havildar Naubat Ram, son of Shei Saln Ditla, was born on
4 November 1931, at village Kotgors, distriet Punch, Jammu and Knshimir.
He was ermolled in the Dogra Regiment on 8 November 1949, He retired
a5 Naib Subedar.

During the ndo-Pak War 1565, Lance Havildar Naubat Ram commarnidesd
a & Dogra plateon in tlaji Pir Pass area in Jammu and Kashmir. On the
nlght tif B Seplember 1965, two companies of his battalion were orderced
to attack a bill featare, few Kilometres south-sast of Eiaji Fir Pass, held hy
the enemy in two platoon strength.

While leading his platuon to the ubjective; Lanok Havildar Naubat Ram
came under hesvy mortar fire and & splinter hit him in the atm. But he
continued to/lead his platoon on the right flank of the enenty. At this stags
the ¢nemy mbjumrl ru. platoon lo light machine gun fire and pinned It
down. Ditermined ta siterice this gun fire he crdwled towarlds the ear of
i enemy and coming within a fow metres of the gun, hurled n grenade
ot it The grenade attnck was fallowed with bayonet pttack. In this action
mgfmd thie enemy light machine gun and killed two gunness single

Prurivy, the main attack on Gilian feature on 20 September, Lance
Havildar Naubat Ram led the tont platoon of the leading company.
When hs plitoon was about hundred metres short of the objective, the
enwmy hrought down hesvy sutamatie fire on i, He was wounded, but
undasunted he éontinued to lead the asssult, Two enemy tmachine guné,
which were holding up theatack, wore silenced with grenades. At this
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juncture the Lance Havildar was sgain hit by & machine gun burst. Sl
he relused evaruation and reunganised his men o mest the snsny counter-
attacks In the counter attack, somo enimics even reached lus: forward
scction post. Lance Havildar, however, torled their atiempt to gam any
foothold by hurling grenades et them. He inspived his platoon to-suth a
crescerido that every counter-sttsek was beaten back with heavy Insses to
ﬂwcm:my 'During. I.1'|fﬁ npﬂaﬂxm, the Lance Favildar was wounded theee
timnis. He fell down unconscious only after the enemy had beert driven
AW AV,

Lance Havildar Maubat Bam was decorgted with Mahaviv Chalea for
moceptional cowrags, leadership and devotion te duty.




1735 GD(P)

Wing Commander
Norohna, Sidney Basil,
MVC

Wing Commander Sidoey Basil Narohna, non of Shel AJ, Nombmnn, Wis
bomn on' 6 january 1919, at Tangasseti, Madras, Thmil Nadu. He was
commissioned as General Duties (Filal) in the Royal Indian Alr Faree on
10 November 1941, He breathed his last on 22 August 1977, while In
SIVice

Buring Jammu and Kastimir Operations 194748, (he Royal Indian Air
Forve gave effective logistic and tactical support o the ground forces
against the Pakistani raiders. Wy, Cdr SB, Norphea distinguishied himself
i thin supporting role. He carried out more than 37 operational sortias
wver enemy strongholds i close support of the Army. His squadmom
achieved maximum success in I offenzive rale in the (ace of very adverse
conditions. He proved himsall an putstanding leadir both In sir and oo
the ronined,

Wi Cle S.8. Nurohna was awarded Mahavir Chakya for his inspiring
leacbprship, determiination and dévotion o duby.



00422-H
Lieutenant
Commander

Noronha,
Joseph Pius Alfred,
MVC

Lieutenant Commander Joseph Pius Alfred Weronha, son of Shri J.C
Noronha, was barn on 1 March 1937, at Mysore, Kamataka, He was
commissioned in the Indizn Navy on 13 Octoberr 1959, He belanged o
& family with military teaclition. His elder brother and brother-indaw also
served the Indian Armv, He took part in 'Operation Vijay! in 1961

Pruring the Indo-Mak War 1971, [t Cedr Noronha commanded the Indian
naval ghip Panrel. It was attuched to the naval force, code named “Torce
ALFA", deploved in the Eastern waters. The Force was askad 1o mount
altacks on the enemy targetsal Mongls and Khulna At 0600 hrs oo
10 Décember 1971, #he Foree led by INE Fanvel captured the Mongla
harboue without much resistange; The samn diy, It salled north and
eniered Khulne harhour. The Foree forged ahead dospite close ensomters
with the enemy.

The Poree was subjeck] to incessant air attacks while opesabing off
Khulna. The enemy shore defences also opened up 1o engage Parsel In
these attacks twa Mukt Bahind boals, forming part of the Togos e
damaged and lost. During this difficult situgtion, Lt Cdr Noronha handled
vz <hip vy efficiently in (he very restricted waters and effsctively engaged
thé eromy o thie water frord, The enermy’s shore defnces wiere extensively
dumaged and vital shore installatiops destroyed beyond repmr. While
engaged in the grim battle (he ship also picked up 14 survivors trom the
river. It came oul unscathed From the greal fire ordzal. -

Lt Cdr Nororha was awarded Mahavie Chokra for exceptional skill,
courage and leadirshop.
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1C-4128

Brigadier

Pande, Kailas Prasad,
MVC

Engatdiey Kailas Prasad Fande; son of Shri Raja Ram Pande. was born on
3 July 1925 in Dewas, district Gwalior; Madhya Pradesh. He started his
military career with the Gwalior State Force and was commissinned in the
Rugiment of Artillery on 25 August 1946 e participated in most of the
gperations of the Indizn Army since 1947, The Royal Geological Society,
London bestowed its membership on him.

During the Tnide-Pele War 1971, Brigadler Pande took over the command
ol b1 Mouxtain Brigade after ik commatider was wounded and evacuated,
in the midst pf the battle of Thalai Tea Estate on the Eastern fronk [Te:
ditected the attack on the fortlfied eneemy position at Dhala in Tripura)
A raplu:ml o U the night ol 3 December 1971 the brigade was given
the task of capturiniy the well fortified enemy position ut Ssugam, which
foemied: part of the Comilli airfield deferices. The objective was captured
by dint ot the courage and initiative of Brig- Fande.

O the mght of & Decomber, he embarked upon the sk of E-n.n::r:}lnc-
and mn!aj:mng the enemy in Mynamati fortress and advancing ap; b
Meghng rver. By making dual mfiltration he captured 42 km of lhr-
enemy fermitory ) fess than 72 houre e mainiained relontlass presure
ot the endmy il the fort of Mynamati vapitulated. Repeated enenly
counter-aftacks supported by fanks were repulsed. As o resull. of this
battle, 1600 prisoners were captured and p large quantity of arms and
ammunition fell into Indian hands The brigade finally made it to the
Meghna river and captured the steamer station ab Lraudhkdbandi,

Rrip Kailas Prasad Pande was swanded Mahayir Chakea fos displaving
courageous, determined and Inspirng leadership.
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13657079

Lance Naik

Pandey, Ram Ugrah,
MVC (Posth.)

Lance Naik Ram Ugrah Pandey, son of Shei LN, Pandey, was born on
1 July 1942, in village Banii, district Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh. He was
enrcilled in # Guards on 31 Degembar 1962

During the Indo-Pak War 1971, the 8 Guards fbught 88 & venguoard of
202 Mountain Brigade on the Eagtern front. The brigade had planned an
offensive to destroy Lhe encmy positions in the Hilly area completely. The
Cuards had to fight many bloody battles to implement the brigade plun.
One such Battle was foughl ot Morapars where the enemy had built an
almost impregrable position with 72 bunkers and two company plus
tremps. All approeches to the position were minad with anit-tank and anti-
persanmel mines. Wirs and booby-traps made out of grenades gave
additicmal cover o the pusition. A good number of IMGs, RCLs and RBs
added to the strempth of enemy troops.

To dislndge the enemy from such a fortified position demanded supreme
etfort and delermination. The Guards lmmched the assault on the night
af 23 November with *A” and ‘B’ Companies. Bat whan these compantes
came under a withering crodsfire and efcountered wire ohstaclee and
‘boobry-traps, ‘D" Company which was kept ad 2 reserve was pressad in
support; Lance Niik Pandey Jed the assault section of this company. Fic
first lobbed a grenade into the first hunker on the advandng line and
silenced L He then dashed towards the third bunker, grabbed an enemy
RCL and hlasted it The remnants of the company furmed a perimeler o
counter any enemy attempt fo regain the lost ground. Lance Nelk Paridey
moved along the most threatened flank to keep the enemy at bay. He
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prrsonally: shot three adversaries: In the or-going battle 4 carnon shot
illed himon the spot

For displaying mceptional gallantry, dash and initiative Lance Nalk
Paridey was detdrated ‘with Makavie Chelrn, poathumausly,



I1C-6213

Lt Col

Pannu, Kulwant Singh,
MVC

Lt Col Kulwant Singh Fannu, son of Majoi Thakur Singh, was borm ot
6 March 1932, im village Lauhka, Amritsar, Punjab: He was comemissioned
in the Parachute Regiment on 28 Decernber 1952, During 'Operation Vijay'
tn 1961, he had commanded a rifle company. Subsequently, he rose to the
renk of Brigadier. His family had a long military tadition,

During the Indo-Pak War 1571, 1t Col Pannn commanded 2 Para
Eattzllem on the Eastern froml His batlalion was air dropped near Tangail
an 11 Ditwsinber 1971, with o view o prevent enemy bndld upin the area
and Lo eut e toubes of enmiy withidmwall To sccomplish this bk i was
necessary o capture (he onemy position on a-vital bridge st Noongli.

“The air drop was carriad oul a5 pee soluslulle Bub as 3 rsnlt of the
atrciep the troops were widaly disporsiad, Lt Col Parmiu had to run about
from one plage to another indec enenvy sl arms fire 1o coliect hismen
His cool courage and skilful direction ciabled the para battalion to cap-
ture the vital Poongli bridge The enemy lauched & humber of counter-
attacks b recapture it bub was sepulaed with Heavy edsualfies.

Omn 15 December, 2 Pam was pssignoed the tosk of securing Mirpur
bridge with a view to threaten Daces from the weesl LIUCal Pantu launched
on sttack Or the western bank, the <ame night. The enemy foughl reso-
lutely to protect the position but the mountivig pressure of 2 Patu foedod
bim to withdrew to the sastom bank 2 Pors Batkalon wes the first Tndian
unit to enter Deca,

Lt Col Panno was awarded Mahavie Chinkrs for displaying conéplciious
bravary and exceptional jeadership in this action
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4346 E(P)

Wing Commander
Parker, Cecil Vivian,
VSM, MVC

Wing Commaniter Ceuil Vivian Parker, son of Shet Maul Richard Parker,
was born on 22 November 1932, 4t Anand, Gujarat. He was commissipned
in the Indian Air Force on 30 August 1952 In Séplember 1906, he was
selected to raite and commanit JAFs first Operational Training Umit of
Hunter aircrsft at]rnn:tnn,l._,u.u Fuor his quallties of initiativeand leadership,
e was-asvarded Vayw Sena Medal in April 1970, Subsequently, he rose
to therank of Air Viee Marshal.

Ditrire thie Inde-Tak Wiar 1971, Wg Cdr Parker commanied 20 Squeadeon
of this Indian Air Force. Itwasa fighter bomber squadron based at Ambala,
In the event of hostlites It was to navigate at low level to targets upto
320 ken Inside enemy territory to deliver weapon loads on the enemy
atrfields (4 Decomber 1671, Wy Cidr Parker led an attack on the Pak
Adr Borce base al Peshawat. He directed missions that raided PAF bases
at Kiokal, Mianywah, Murid, Chaklals, Walten, Lahore and Chak Jhumra.
The PAE radar at Sakesar, an ofl nefinery at Atteok apd a hydro-electsic
power station at Mangls Dam were also maided.

The squadson also undertook mterdictnnmissions alomg the Wazirabl-
Jhel i, Montgomery-Rawing and Montgomery-Labare axis and in the
provess destroved many vehicles and rolling stocks of the enemy. While
returiing from une such mission, Mis formiation came under the attack of
engmy Sabire aiscraft. In the afr battle that ensued Wg Cdr Parker skalfully
mangeuyerad his aircraft, shot down one Sabre and heavily damaged
.umt'ht:r Inileading and, directing l.l":ﬁernlﬁﬁim.'. Wg CdrParker displayed
great skill and enurage.

He was decorated with Mnhﬁﬂr Chakra.
=



1C-7114

Lt Col

Pathalk,

Harish Chandra,
MVC

Lt Col Harish Chandza Pathak, son'of Sk B.P. Pathzk, was Boom oo
30 Tune 1934, st Mhow, Madhiya Pradesh: Fle-was commigsioned i the
Sikh Light Tntantry on 4 Uecember 1954, Tle took part in " Operation
Vijay" In 1961, Subsequently, le roee fo the rank of Arigadier.

Ehuring the Indo-Fak War 1971, 11 Col Pathak commatalad 8 Sikd Ligh
Infantry on the Western front. |1is battahon was asked 4o eaphure the
Nakistani post-at Fatehpur and its surrounding embankments, The prod
was profeched by Dhigsi Bund and the enemy had deployed automatic and
anti-tank weapimy to defend il

Lt Col Pathak led the attack on the objective om 11 December 1971, The
ererny broweht down very intense and accorate arfillery and small arms
fire om the assaulting troops resulling in heavy casuallies to Indiane. At
this stage, Lt Col Pathak, unmindul ol his safety, rushed forwird 1o lead
a charge on the objpctive. Altor a fiorée hand-to-hand fight be cspured
the past at 0230 howrs an 12 December. Bat the enemy did net sit quite,
He imrrediately lamnched ferce counter-attacks from two direchons to
rogain the lost position. At Ihis juncture Lt Col Pathak, unmindful of
heavy shelling and small arms lire arpund him, kept on moving
ercnuraging his men to hold (hele ground and beal back the attack In this
prim action the battalion suffored 34 killed and 102 wounded, The enemy
suffercd 32 Jdalled arel 3 prisoness.

Lt Col Pathak wis awarded Mihavic Chakem for eonspieuous gallantry
and lesdership. '
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IC-56

Lt Col

Pathania, Anant Singh,
MVC, MC

LECal Anant Strigh Pathinia, son 'of Lt Col Raghttir Singh, was.bom on
25 May 1913, 4= village Re dh Kangrs distnel, Himachal Pradeshe Fle was
eonmisgicnst] in e § Gudkha Rifles on § Pebrary 1935, Eub:léqnmtl.}'.
hw mose to the tank of Major General, '

O 3 Novermnber 1948, aftor the Zoit Lo defile ol Fasn burst ppen, the
Lulinn funces quickly secured e surrounding Till features: But in their
march fvrward to Drag and Kaggil, the Pindras poree hedd by the enemy
iy atrdth, proved 4 great obstacle. An afliart to ovenrome this ohstacle
in early November ended Lo falture, A b battalion kitick was, therefors,
plaged to nchivvie s rexkthrough'at Findras. Ulder this plan 175 Gurkhas
were fo papture the ridge ahead of Pindras, on the north of the Gumri
Mala, This lomy ddge was divided into two objectives; viz Kamar and
Ananl The Gorkhas were ashed to destroy these witally important enemy
positions.

1/5 Garkha Ritles lought one of the hirdest batlles of the fammu ard
Kashmlr operations in this stea. LI Col Pathania took the lead in

recontisitring he enemy positions couragenusly ‘and then prossed his
trops into the attack personally, One company 1zunched a Herce assaull
on Kumar and another on Anant {eture on 14 November, The (T
replied with heavy machine gon, morar and automatic fire. ButGiorkbas
captisrind both the featuros, Inflidting heaty ausaltios dn the enemy. The
succesy of this speration was ontirely due 10/'Lt Col Pathania’s personal
seconnaigsance of thie enemny defenoes.

Lt Col Pathania was awaridod Mahavir Chakira for his exceptional
gallantry and leadership:;




2550166

Havildar
Philipose, Thomas,
MVC

|~

Havildar THomay Fhillpose, son of Bhrl Philipose was bomon'S July 1941,
at Edayarannuilz, Kerals. TTe was enrolled in 16 Madras (Travancore] on
B July 1961

Truning tha Inde-Pak War 1971, 16 Madraswas deployed on the Western
front. To pave the way for Indian advince, it wits asked to ostabilish a
bridge-head across river Basantar. To this enud, it was 1o capiuse ".::.urét]uhnk
and Lalial by 15 Dlecember 1971, The river was protécted by the dnemy
with' decp mineficlds on either side. Well coordinated defences covered.
these minefields effoctively with medium machine gun fire: In addibon
mediem machine guns and mfantry ‘nests’ were depliayed In letwrren the
minefields, Bunkers were commected by a netwurk of communication
lrenches and alternate positions. Mire was well coordinated by artillery

‘obsorvatinn posts positiomed in the village.

To dislodige the frmly entretiched enemy was indeed a herculean task
16 Madras undertook the job with determination and confidence. Havildar
Philipose was with the 'C" Company which attacked Lalinl on the night

of 15 Decemnber 1971 The company was subjected to intense artillery
shelling and accurate miedium machine gun fire. The commandet of the
plation was serlously wounded end Havildar Philipose replaced him. By
this time the platoon had siffersd hesvy casualtics and its strength had
bern reduced 1o 15 men. Al this stage, Flavildar Philipose led o Beree
attack on the enemy and made It 1 the objectivie But spon the enemy
counter-attacked. With his depleted strength he made s courler-chagge on
the ensmy with fixed boyonets. The ferocity of the attack demoratised the
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enemy and he fizd

SEVETE h-ull:i-m}my but Iur continted to fight He was wounded 5 seceand
tirme Bifore he could be evacuated from the feld

- In this battis Havildar Philipose receivid a

Hayildar Philipese was awarded Mahavir Chakea for displaying resalute
leadirship and sourage.
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9100170

Havildar
Phunchok, Stanzin,
MVC (Posth.)

Havyildar Stanein Mhonchok, son of Shri Vangial, was bidtn on 17 June
1929, in village Sishu, Kelong, Lahul Spiti; Himachal Pradesh: He was
emrolled In the Jammy and Kashmir Militia on /17 Tune 1948,

During the confliet with China 1962, 7 Militia was depliyed in Ladakh
sector. Havildar Skinzm Phunchiok was pusted sz second-in-command at
Chiangla post.

On the marming of 27 Cktober 1962, the Changla pustrwas heavily
shelled and-attacked by theChingse in overwhelmiog numbers. Havildar
Phuncheok fought bravely with unflinching courape and Inflicted hesvy
castiilties on the enenty, He did not yield an inch usilil he was overpowaerisd
i iy tremch and killed,

For his greal tourage and devolion ta duty, Havildar Phunchek was
awarded Mabavir Chukrs, posthumouily.
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S$5-31468
Captain
Pratap Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Captaln Pratap Singh, son of Captain Khazan Singh (Reted ) was born on
|7 Junuary 1960, in Basal Darapur, New Delbn, He was commissionedd in
the Regimatit of Artillery on 27 August 1963. His father hnd fought in the
Sevrnd World War and subsequent operations of the Indian Army and
handl svom many medals,

In April 1968, Captain Pratup Singh was posted al Soram vutpost 0
S achien Ares 45 an Observation Pist Officer. Soon after howas called upon
to dufend the Bana post which was considered stra Iy very lmipor
tant for our defences in the arep The coemy had made eeveral allempss
an this post. 1hese attemnpts had, however, been folled by vighant Indidn
troops. On'9 May 1988, a cvpmando group of lhe énomy mricle & more
dotermines) altack on the pest with the Help of ropes and ladders. The
attack was surcessfilly beaten hack but the ropes and ladder system fixed
by the enemy cauld not be remuved. To prevent further sttacks an the
post it was imperative to qut the ropes and unfix the ladder.

On 18 May 1988, two of the ropes had been cut, but the semiining two

es and the ladder still threatenad the security of the post. Captamn
Pratap Singll undertook 4 mission to romove this threat om 26 May 1488
e descended down the ice wall with = jawan. On reaching the spol,
Captain Singh found a large quantity of ameanition and grenades At the
head of the topes. While he was examining 72, grenade boobw-irsp
explodid and wounded him severely inright arm and chaost. Bukthi rave
officer was not deterred, He erawled fovward to the fixed ropes and out
themm with he knile. Ho then unfived the ladder system and let it fall,
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down the ice wall. The gallant officér then teturned back to his rope to
clirrib up the fce wall to his post but collapsed due to his severe wounds.
Hi made the suprema sacrifice for the nation

Coptpin. Pratap Singh was decorated with Mahawvir Chakrea for
eonsplonous gallantry and courage, posthumousy.
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Naik Pritam Singh, son of Shri Sawan Singh was bom en 15 Augus 1918,
at Lekhewal, in Sangiir district of Punjab. He was enrolled in | Patala
(RS}, Infartry.

Baring Jammu and Kashmis operations the Indian Army suffored some
reverses in the Northem front in tie fisst half of 1245, In the process the
crucial positian of Diras was lost in early June 1948 The Lndlan teoops then
ocotipicd defensive positions st Zoji Lo and Gumei plain. | Patiala [RS)
held @ position  at Gumri, & few kilometres abead of Zoji La

13 July 1948, fhe enemy mounted 3 major attick on Guinrl. Betyeen
DB00 and 700 houzs the enemy dropped 93 shelis on the main Gt
posthon, cutting all lines of communication and making dll movements
impossible. Naik Pritam Singh of 1 I'stinkz (RS) was in charge of a signul
detachiment, He could not bear the sight of broken lines and immediately
volunteered to g6 oul in e open to repair the lines. The Company
Commander Nesflatingly scespted hie reguest becaise the line, some
5l mnires Jong, lay over Heavily fre-swept area. The Nabk wis, however,
determined: He moved out with courage. completoly unpertutbed by the
bursting shells and heavy medium machine gun fire directed at him.
Right under the nose of the enemy, he mended the wires and. got back
safely. Death did not dare louch hin,

The same day i the afternood; when the commiunicatitn line to another
picket was damaged, he again braved heavy enemy fire and repaived He
ling. Next, when & wireless sét ot another picket went out of order in the
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thick of a heavy battle, he replaced it with a new set, nrmindful of the
dangitr of dlose medium maching gun fite. A man of nomal nerves would
hive vertmnly collapsed in such a critical situation.

Naik Pritim Singh displayed exemplary fortitede, courage and devotion
to duly. He was awarded Mahavir Chaksa.




5032571

Havildar

Pun, Bir Bahadur,
MVC

Havildar Wir Bahadur Pun, son of Shri Dete Pun, was bornon 1 uly 1939,
at villape Burichaur, district Pluthan, Nepal. He wag enrolled In
171 Gorkha Rilles on 12 November 1956. In 1965, he was transferred to
5/1 Gorkha Rifles.

PDuring the Inde-Pak War 1971, 5/1 Gorkha Rifles was deployed with
41 Mountain Origads on the Hastern front. The brigade was assigned the
tank of capturing Darsana village, 4 km nocth-east of Uthali, The enemy
had organised the defenve in Darsana complex with bunkers, mmetields
and anti-tank ditches. Tarks, guns and mortam supported the 18 Punjsb,
(Pakistan) which was holding the positon.

Havildar Funwas in the eoinpany which was given the task of capturing
village Charidpirr hear Darsana. Tha enemy had a gon position there and

a company of infaniry protected the area: The attack on Chandpur was
nunched by the Corkhas on 4 Docember 1971, at (1745 hours, The assaulting
|tonps mwntﬂ'ed very hesvy arhilery and small arms fire from the
entire frontage. They suffered heavy casuslties and ths advance was
stalled. [Tavildar Pun then moved ahead of his troops nspiring and
mutivating them to advance on the objective. At Bus juncture, he saw &
machine gun post which was claiming most of the casualties ameng his
men. Fe took the decision to silence this heavy machine gun himezlf He
dashed lowards it through a nullah and crawled sbout 100 mekres under
heavy onemy (ire. He lobbied two grenades into the bunker and silenced
the pur. This brave enabled his men to capture ther ohjective

Havildar Bir Bahadir Panwas nwarded Mihavir Chakra for conspicuous
bravery.
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1C-6596

Lt Col

Raghubir Singh,
MVC

Lt Col Raghuibir Singh, son-of Shey Fartap Singh, was born on 2 November
1923, at Sheors; Jaipur, Rajasthan, He was commitssivned Inthe Rajputani
Rifles on 18 April 1943, Subsequently, he rose to the rank of Brigadier.

[hirirg the Inilo-Pak Wae 1965, Lt Col Raghubir Singh commandesd
15 Raj Kifles in Khom Karan srea of Tunjab. Un 7 September 1905, his
hattalion was crdered to move b Asal Uttar lo occupy the lofl ferward
pusition in the i Brigade Suetor, Thie battalion dug up and assisted
engineers in laying protecive minefield in (he night By fivst: light of
5 September it was well entrenched to misst any challenge. The eNemy on
his part cardid ol peobing moves and shelled the badtalion defende]
aren with a view (o build pressure an it

The enemy attack came at 2100 hours an 9 September. Thie noise of tie
advancing enemy lanks could be heird all along the battalion front. They
firedd their guns from the front and the aght flank. Over a mquadron af
Patlan tanks came a5 near 05450 mektes on the left flank of the baltalion.
it charged the left flank and overran the forward cornpany positionz.
Meanwhile eneniy artillery let lodse a rain of shiils:

The situatitn became grim as the enmmurication wilh forward
compartes lay distepted. Tt Cal Raghubir Singh, anticipating the enemy
Larik assoult, beft his command post and reganliess of porsonal safety
moved up to these compinies thraugh thrise snemy tanks, e reached
there under intenye artillery Hire of the cnemy und eatablished contact with
company cammanders. The situution improved ennaiderably after Lt Col
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Raghubir Singh reached the sffechisd cmpany positions. He Inspired his
men W dvly enemy tanks and they actually destsovid aboul twenty
enemy fanks.

LECI Raghubie Singh was awarded Mahavie Chakra for displaying:
exemiplary coumge and losdirakip,

8




IC-112
Lt Col
Rai, Dewan Ranjit,
* MVC (Posth.)

Lt Col Dewan Ranjit Rai was horn on 6 February 1913, He was
commissicnied bn the Sikh Rogiment on 4 February 1934, His ramily laber
settled |n Dlld.

I Uctober 1947, Pakistan sponsorsd s tribal invasion of Kashmir with
4 view o grab (he valley, By the tme India decided to mest this challenge

on 26 Oictober, the raiders bad oocupied Baramuta. Seinagar, the capitil
of the state, was nol far.

inglin was Ill-prepared t© meel this threat. But the cirdinstances
demanded  swift sction. 1 Sikh, then stationed near Gurgaon, was fown
ko Srinagmr en 27 muming. By mid-day the Sikhs had taken position in
Hie sirfield atch. Lt Col Ral, 1 Sikh Commander, had a graye respunsihility,
He made a quick npprecistion of the sttustion snd decided (o upposs the
raiders away from the city of Srinagar and it= atrficld.

The C Company was quickly despatehed toawards Baramule o chisk
the ad vanicing tribal calume. IFstek up posificn at Milepost 32 on Srinagar-
Haramula roned, The D Cosmpany exreiod oul b o march n Srinngar to
restare the morale of the cibzeps.

O 28 October, Lt Col Ral with A and D Uienpandes under comenand
proveeded tojoln the C Company with the intent of recapturing Baramula
from the raiders, His froops were caught under heavy small amms and
matlar fire of the enemy on all sides. The compander and lis ien fougsht
hravely but under gyerwhilming enemy pressure, they had fo withdeaw
to-a hill feature near Sringgar. While comducting the withdrawal, Lt Col
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Rai was struck i the face by & burst of automatic fire and was
instantinenusty killed. His plattan commandir alsp foll by’ s ﬂﬂr In
thik encourter, Lt Col Rai, one JCO and & nﬂm- Ranks were killed and
18 Other Ranks were wounded. The sacrifice was amply rewanled. The

ralders wore stopped at 2 safodistunce (oallow the build-up of the Indian
tronps around Srinagar.

Lt Coil Ral gave his life to save Srin.uga: For making supreme sacrifice
in the sprvice of the country he way awardad Makavir Chakra,

FLﬁHfhummj!l}*
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1C-5086

Lt Col

Rai Singh,
MVC

Lt Col Eal Singh, son of Shri Ganpat Singh, wis horn an 17 Maich 1925,
it Rohtak, Haryana, He was comminsioned in the Grenadies Regiment
on 11 Decomber 1950, He belonged to 3 family with 4 military tradition.
He win Vishisht Sevie Mindal for his services in Indo-Fak War 1371
Subsequently, he rose to the rank of Brigadien

fn 1967, Lt Col Rai Singh was commanding o Grenodiers battalion
deployed in Nathw L aréa, On 20 August he was ondeted 1o construct
4 wite-fanee dlong the watershed af Nathu La, after the firt Chinese
intrusion at north shoulder. He succrssfully completed the task assigned
ko him in spite of determined resistance and use of physival force by the
Chinise:.

On 7 Septomber 1967, He was ordered (o extend the wire-fence along
thee waisrshed from nocth shoulder to aputh shoulder, The Chinese again
offered dotermined resistance. They even fined a few shots, Tn the baltle
of bayomets and rifle butts Lt Cal Ral singh was fmurdd. But he carried
an with his task-sticceasiully,

The Chinese; however, persisted in violating the Indian hrrder
notwithstanding the wirefencing. A1 0530 hours on 11 September when
his men were strengthening the wire to provent enemy intrusion, the
Chinese opened up with artillery, mortar and recoilless guns: Lt Col Eai
Singh sppioscd the intrusion with &l available wespons, He himself directed
MG fire an (e Chinese bunkers, anid gave covering fire fo his wen on
the wire 0 fall back: When his vwn bunker was damaged he came oul
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in the npen, picked up the weapon of a weoundid soldier and engagea
this Cilnese,

Muguriwhile, the Chinese engaged an Indian Browning Maching Gur
and kejlled its crew comeorander; LECol Bat Smgh rusheid to take the charge
eif the gun. in the process he was hit in the stomach and collapsed on the
spot. Fle was hit again in (he back of his bead by a splinter at the time
of eviuntion yet he continued to glve directives and exhorted his mon,
1o keep on fighting ' N

Lt Col Rei Singh was awarded Mahavic Chnkra for displaying gallantry
nrwl devotion to duty of a very high order




IC-1850
Brigadier
Raina,
e Tapeshwar Narain,
o J Padma Bhushan, MVC

Togadier TiN. Raina, son of Rai Sshib AN, Ramna was bormon 21 Janoarsy
1925, at fammu, He was eommissionsd jn thee Kumaon Regidment o the
Tndian Army on 12 April 1242 In Werld War 1T he sow active servioe in
Middle-East and Far-East, During Indo-Fak War 1971, he led a eovpeand
¢learad thoe enormy from a lorge arel, west of Padima river, He wan awardied
Padma Bhushon for successtul conduct of operations. Subsequentiy, he
became Chief of the Ammy Staff,

Puring the: conflict with China 1902, Bngadier Rainn commanded an
infantry hﬂ.ﬁﬂdﬂ in Ladnkh seceor. He took over tie commaond of this
brigmde just before the commencement of hostllitics in/ October 1962,
Iharing intensive aperstions befveen 20:25 October 1962, Mrigadier Ralng
displayed exemplary leadership. On 26 October 1962, he was ordireld o
move to Chushul st a very short notice to sfrengthen Ihe defences (hane

With Hmited transport available to him he very ably prganised the

mosetent of his troops, The task of coordinating defences was indesed
5, Bul Brigadicr Rainn arganiesd the brigade well and raiserd

it 1o o state of forarkably preparedness within o short periid.
During the Battle of Chushul, he visited the forward posts In complete
rd of his personal safety, ditecled the operations and adjusted the
defences effectively, Apain on 19 Novernber, when Gureang Hill was Jos)
o the Chinese, be organised o systematic withdrawal and saved men and
material from falling into enemy hands. By the next moming he bad
readjusted his deferces and wat-iw'ru:-ﬂgah ready fu fght back the ensmy.
Brigadier Raina r.!is-pluyr-d cummentdlable courage leadership and devo-
tion to dity In andling his brigade and wis swarded Mahavir Chakra,
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1C-4525
Brigadier
Rajendra Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Brigadier Rajrdra Sinigh, son of Shrl Hionam Singlh, was born on
25 Ohetobaer 19285 in Bawalpidi, nowe in Palastan. His army coreer started
with thie J&R State Foroe Army Vo2 He was granted commission in the:
[nilian-Army on 11 Decemiber: 1949,

I October 1947, the tikal raiders, supported by PakistEn army mvaded
the State of Jamumn & Kashour, At 08X hours on 22 Cctober the Officer
Commuriding 4 lammu and Kasimir Infantry, informed HLE Jammu &
[ashimir State Foroe thit the Domel Camp wits under attack and that the
reinfuncemenis were nesded urgently, Therm were very fow (roeyas availubile
It Srinngar at that Hme Brigadior Rajendra Singh, the Chick of St ot the

" Slate Fores, ooliecied a contitgent of fwo platoons and a mortar detachiviesn)
and left for Domel at 1800 hours s o heavy downpour. He mached U
by mid-night. On 23rd moming the comtingent, supplemented by twe
qectinns of 7 Jameu and Kashmir lnfantry, advanoed towards Damel, [t
v heavily-engagsd by the ememy rear Garbi and lost alout & platoon
in killed ar wounded. The tiny force could net hold eut and it withdrew
towards Baramula, Here 1t was réintorced, by one sechion MMG and one
dietachment 3-inch motar by m&imp;lu Thus n[rmpr{hr_rnm:l Brigndier
Rq;erl.dm Sirygh rearganised his contigent #nd pushed towards Url. On
Zdth merning, he destroved the Liri bridge and took a defensive posktion.

The same afterncon the encoy appoared. BExchange of fire continued
for four houzs, The column was finally forced to withdraw to Mahurn, 1t
held on there until 1300 hours an 25 October but was again forced 1 fall
ianck on Rampur, The Brigadier and his men prepared defensive pogitinns
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urides cover of darkness and kept the enemy in check Bl 0200 hoyrs on
26 October 1947, Againunder pressure, the Brigadiar withdrew 10 an
already recoppoitred position in fhe rear, He e haridly covered a distuice
nf aboyt 200 metres when he neveived an LMO biirst on his right arm CH
log, Hut he conlimied 80 inspire his mok o fight/on unt] defay the envmy
advance be best sy possible. Realising that his evacuation would jeo aridiioe
the safety of his men, ho ordersd them to leave him behiind and withidraw.
Liis men put him under a culvert, hoping that T might cacipe detection,
I'he Brigasier, thits wounded and rendored helpless, foll o e wmemy
hands, never to be heard of agein.

The dutstandimny leadarship, courage and serse of doty displayed by
Brig Singh inspired his men ta fight o the st They deliped the sdvance
of the enemy inko the valisy by three days This delay was-crucial as it
savid Stnagar {rem falling to the raiders. He was awarded Mahavir
Clkra, postluwomiously.



I1C-144

Major General
Rajindar Singh,
MVC and Bar

Maror Cienesal Rajindar Singh, son of Shr Mrag Singh, was bom on
3 Cctober 1914, in village Man, Gurdaspur, Puniab, He was cmimissiond
in 7 Light Cavalry on | February 1938, He Tator rode to the rank of Major
Genetal. A keen sportsman smd player he esrned Mahavie Chakes toie.—
first as & Lt Coil I Jammd and Kashmie Ulperations 1947-48 and seecnd
as & Ma] Gt in Indo-1'ak Wiae 1965, 1 |5 remarkable that Lt Col Rajincler
Singh fought many other crucial Batiles during Uw Jammu mnd Kashmniir
uperitloms, These includen the batites of Shalatang, Assar Kadaly and Auji
La Afler o distinguished careerin the Army he joined the Punjib Gov-
ermitrent i 3 Cabimat M ster. Subsequently, bo became a Memibar oF
Parliamend.

Daring larnmu and Kashimir operativng the Indians Jast Ihangar to the
rajciers in ecember 1947, This encouraged the hostiles b mount an atisok
el Naunhalira on 25 Decetnbesr, Fhe Indiing rallied to Frustrabe the enemy
plang fo caplure Naushahre By Fobruary ond thiry were prepared o
attack Ihangar. However, the march o Jhiangar was not easy. The main
roid from Naushabies to Thangar was in a vety bad chape and was
completely dominated by precipifous hills on the flanks. Twelve days al
Incessant rain had liomally turmed the Naushahea-lkangar walley info o
brig. Further the enemy had carrismd out extengive miting of the: rad
feading-to Jhangar. Moreover, all the mines had becdme nvisible owing
o the rafns,

During the balile for [hangar in March 1948, L1 ol Rajindas Singh
vommanded two light tmk squadrons, He led his tanks with great dadh
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and an, unmindful to persanal safety. While advancing, one of his tanks
emipnuntered three mines and was tendered vseless It completely blocked

e road.

Lt Col Rajindar =ngh cleared the passage under heavy fire. His devotion
fo duty and untiring zeal enabled the 7 Cavalry to enter [hangar ahead
of all other troops. This brought the batile to & succsssful finish, He was.
awarded Mahavir Chakra for exceptiomal gallantry and leadership,

Major General Rajindar Singh eamed a Bar to Mahavir Chakea durg
the Indo-Pak War 1965, He led his formation into battle against a
numerically superior and better equipped enemy m Salkol sector. His
trogps inflicted heavy tank casualties on the enemty foree. He remained
ini the thick of the battle, with utber disregard to his porsonal safety, and
ingpired his men to engage the enemy force at close quarters, |le
commanded the armotired formation in an outstanding marner and
establizhing such meral azeerudancy over the enemy that i the Later stages
of the campaign the eriomy tanks svoided battle. In' fact they kad to be
sought out o be destroved.

Throughou! fhese operations, Major General Rajindar Singh displayed
conspicuous bravery and leadership. Fe was awarded Bar to Mahavir

CThalkra
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Naik Raju, son of Shri Viyagappa Nadir, was bom an I8 June 1821, in
Virgdunagar, Ramnad, Tamil Nadu, He was enrolled in | Madras Regiment
iy 18 fune 1942 and was discharged from service dn 21 December 1945,
on medical grounds;

During Jammu and Kashmir operations after lhe caplure  of Tithwal
In May 1948, 163 Infantry Brigade strengthened i defence o the area
with'a view b passible ehimy counter-atiack. A large number of pickets
wern estabhished along the tracks on cither side of Tithwal, 1 Sikh firmed
in on the lefttrack and 1 Madras an the right. Pickets were also established
at L7229 and ring contour acroes the Kishangangs with the same intent.

Ih thiz scheérmi of the defesoe of Tithwal, the picket at ting conlour was
held by 1 Madras: 1t was overlooked by Pt 9444, a crucidl pasition in the
area. This point had not been manned by the Indians for lack of sufficient
troopk. The enemy taking Ihe advantage of this weak point in Indian
defence, positioned some mountain guns behingd it He started shelling
and mortaring the picket at ring contoure an 10 June and | Madras sufferad
a few casualties in the process.

But the fiercest attack was yet to comne, At 1545 howrs on 11 June 1948,
an enemy force of 300 atlacked the ring comtour picket. The attack wos
‘preceded by heavy concentration of gun and morar fine. On this day the
visibility was vary poor with low clouds hanging overhead. The ensiny
advance was covered by machine gun and bren gun fire from two
directions. The encmy was, however, beaten back twice with the help of
light and medium machine guns
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A third: attempt wad made by the enemy with tha support of hetvy
artillery and morfars, This time he breached a part of the defensive position
and reached within 27 metres of the picket. At this stage Naik Ko,
thaugh severly wounded, diretted incessant firing uH‘liu section on the
ertbmy. When the bren yormer of his section was woundeil ﬂ.r]uuﬂ],.* Hie
ook over the gun and kepl on engaging the-enemy. The énemy then
dewithid to sweept the picket with a Bayvonet chirge. Seeing them crawling
up o his post with fixed bayonet Naik Raju collected as many hand
grenades a5 possible for use agalnst the advancing enemy. Once the
enemy was within his reach he staried hurling grenades at him. Al this
junctire the Niik was again injused, this time in the dght eye S8, he
refused to vacate his post A Havildar, however, forcibiy removed him
from the battle-field. This enemy attack was finally beaten buck afler =
pitchﬂt.! battle of 6 hours. Tn this attempt to capture the Madeas picket the

enemy lost 50 killed and many more wounded. 1 Madres sulfered
11 wounded. The enemy also left behind some arms and squipment.

Naik Raju was awarded Mahawvir Chakra for-great courage, leadership
and devobion to duby.




55-14035

Major

Ramaswamy,

Annavi Krishnaswamy,

MVC (Posth.)

Major A K. Ramaswamy, was borm on31 October 1924, m willage Ayilam,
Palaghat, Kerals Flis fathee Ixter settled in snuth Malabar, Kerala. He was
commissioned in 3(Fara) Maratha Light Infantry on 15 Decomber 1946,

During Jamamu and Kagheir operations the Pakistans vudors captured
Thangar, @ strategic town about 19 km south of Punch, on 24 December
1947, This ensured their dominance over the lines of commumization in
the sres and provided thern a good Taunching pad for attack on Naushahra
-and Punche The protection of lines &f communicdtion and Nowshalira was
the main concern. of the Indizn Army on this front during the eary
monthe of 1948, 3 (Para) Maratha Light Infantry of the "2’ Brigade was
deployed to keep the lines of communication open.

On 16 fantary 1948, Major Ramaswamy was in command of a
company at Naughahm, I'le was ordered to reinforce a forward company,
which was vmider enemy fre. He moved forward to relivve the pressure
of the enenry on the slster company. He rendered mecessary help Ia thal
elmpany and withdrew his men only alter all others hnd withdravwn
safely. The route of his withdiawal was covered by heavy enetny fire
While nepotiating an exposed part of the ground, a sepoy was wounided
by the enmmy. fine and was HF behind. When Major Ramaswamy came
b ke of it he ruahed back to evacuate the mjured sepoy, unmindful
ol his personal safety *The brave sspoy sensing danger warned his officer
not to expose himaelf o enemy fite i o bid to save him, But the officer
ignoving, the warming went ghead to rescue his man, He: carried the
wionmded soldier for some 15 metres, braving a hail of enemy fiee. But
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hefore ho could complete his mission this enemy fire caught hime IHa was
gravely mjured. He succamibed to his injuries during evacuation to the
Regimental Ald Post

Majot AK. Ramaswamy was swarded Mahavir Chakea for sutstanding
gallaniry, posthumously.




Civilian Dhobi
Ram Chander,
MVC

Civilian dhohi Shri Ram Chander, son of Shri Fagir Chand, was bom in
1921 at Kot Kishan Chand, Jalandhar, Punjab. He was enirolled in the
Madras Enginepring, Group in Moy 1947
[haring Jammu and [Kashrnie gperallons 194748, an Indian convoy
eding {6 Jammu was smbushed by the enemy an 18 Decombier 1547,
at Bhambla, He had crésted a roadblock by removing the decking on a
bridge. Civilian dhobi Ram Chantder helped Licutenant Failon, the leader
of the canvay, to replace the decking while the bridge was under confinuns
fire, When Lieutenant Fallon fell wounded, he picked wp his rifle and held
the enemy with courage. This enabiled Fallons vehicle 1o entes the bridge.
In the proceys dhobi Ram Chander inflicled 5 or b casualties on the enemy.
Subsequently the wourded Fallan had 1o abandon his vehicle and was
left alone with dhobi Ram Chander. He was in s stato of collapse due to
loss of blood. Rem Charder helped him ta[he nesrest post, which was
L3 km awvay.

Phobi Ram Chandes was pwarded Mahavie Chaksa for congpicutis

gallantry.
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1C-11212
Major
Randhawa,
Baljit Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Majur Balil Singh Randhewa, son of Shri RS, Randhawa, was born on
Il November 1934, In village Isapur, Amriisar, Punjab. Tle was a
distimyraishid NCC cadet during his college days. He was commissioned
in the Bajpnt Regiment on 14 Becember 1958, He took part in Clperation
Shanti in Egypt in 1960 and in Operaticn Vijay in Gina in 191

Dhurinie May 1965, 4 Rajput was daploved in Kargil sector in Jammu ind
Kashmir. Ore fine morning Palastant intrudess assisted by their army
saddenly attacked andl govupied one Indian post Todia could nod benale
thin mischief. The Rajputs were ardersd not only to recover the lost posl
brut alsn o cpture all Pakistanl posts in the area to prevenl recizments
af such mischief, Situated on the top of the hills these Pakistani posts
dominsted Kargll valley and overlooked Indian defensive positiong. They
were beld in a company plus strength with mediam machine guns and
3 inch mortars in support. The approach to them lay aver extremely
migged termin ol steep and precipitous slopes.

The temperatire wits well below zero and strorg winds were blowing
whim 4 Rajput launched the sttack on the objective on 17 May 1863, at
(200 ‘hours. It was a two-pronged attack. one of which was carried by
Major Bandhawa In company strength, The company wus subjected to
hesvy mortat, light moachine gun and small arms fire by the eriemy (mm
its entrenchisd positions on the peaks: Security considerabon did not diter
him-and he led his company towards the phjective. Finally, he took a few
selocted men with him and stormed the enemy pasition. An imporiant
peak of the feature wes thus caplured. Further advance of the company
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was, however, held up by a ligh) mochine gun post. Major Randhawi
again led an attack on this post but in the process he was hil and fell
wounded, Hawever, he kept an entouraglng his men to move forward.
Il thix last Tle did not permdt Lheoy b utend on him ekt the advance was
delayed. Te thus laid down his lifé to comolele his mission,

For displaying exempliry coursge, determination amd leadership, Major
Randhawa was decoratind sith Mahavie Chiakrs, posthumassly.




1C-2651
Major
Randhawa,
Sardul Singh,
MVC

Majir Sardul Singh Randhawa, son of Lt Col Jiwan Singh, was bom on
10 October 1926, at Ambsala, Harvana, He was commissioned in the Jammu
and Kashonir Militia on 28 Apl‘:l 1848, He was Mentionad-in-Despatches
on 26 Januapy 1952.

During the Canflict with China 1962, Major Randhawa was posted with
famumu and Kashmir Milits, deployed in Daulat Beg Oldi sector m Ladakk,
Cho 20 Otober 1962, tie Chinsse attacked forward positions sast of Daulst
Beg Oldj in overwhelming strength. The attack was metwith coussgr and
ditermination, Major Randhawa moved from one past to annther in the
face of enemy fire, mspiring confidence in his men. He conducted tha
operations aeditebly against o large enemy force.

He displayed courage and leadership of a high order and was awarded
Muhavie Chakra.




MR-252

Lt Col

Rangaraj,

Arcot Govindraj,

Lt Cal AG Rengars), son 0f Shti AG R Mudaliar, wes bormon 5 June 1916,
ins Vedlore, Arvol, Tamil Nadw. e obtaned his MBES Degree from Osmanta
University and was commissioned in the Medizal Corps of the Tndian
Army on 5 July 1041,

The end i Waorld War 1T saw Kovea divided mto two-along the 38
Pavallel. This rorthern past becama the Democratic Republie of Korea and
the southern, the Republic of Korea, The idiological contlicts between the
two led toopen hostilities and on 28 June 1950, the North Korean army
invaded South Korea. The Securily Counl appealed to membet nittions
to help South Koren and & UN comminid came inte being. India contributed
‘a medical umnit vie. 60 Pasa Field Ambuolance, to the UN command. I was
Ted by 1t Col Rangaraj, as a part of Z7 Hritish Commomwealth Brigade in
Korea.

The Commonwealth Brigade was deployed a5 o rear guard during thie
‘withdrawal from Seoul. When svervhody was in 2 hurey to withdraw
Lt Col Rangara) beld on o his Advanee Dressing Station across tlie Tiver
because he wns attending on some casualiies. Hin unit withdrew just
befure the last battalion.

Diring the fighting north of Yogu, 2 very difficult monniaingus eountry,
casunlties had to be carsicd on siretchers for four hours to get them to the
nearest Regimental Afd Past, Lt Col Rangara) himself stood at various
RAPs, to organise the evacuation, He also advised and helped the battaliom,
miedhical afficors in their work. His devolion to duly was an irspiring
example to all.
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Umn 23 March 1951, Lt Col Rangara) accompaned a TN micborne regimist,
with a detachment, in  parachute drop, Deep into terriory held by, the
enemy forees, he dinected and contralled the activities of his unit throughout

I that day. The parachute force was relieved from this enemy infusted
termitory on 24 March 1951 The unit effidently- attended on ths castialties
of the pperation.

‘ Lt Col Rangaraj was awarded Mahavir Chake for excellent service in

the very mclement waather canditions in Koren.




1C-13413

Second Lieutenant
Rao,

Gopalakrishna
Venkatesa Prasanna,
MVC

Seoond Lisutenant GV.P. Rao; stin of Dr. Jag Rao, was born on 15 Qeiober
14945, at Thondemuthier, Coimbatore, Tamil Nodw, He was commissioned
m the Grenadiers Regiment of the Indian Army on 10 June 1962

Duting the Conflict with Ching 1962, Second Lleutenant Hao was
commanding 4 rifle company of 3 Grenadiers in Khinzernane Bemave
arcn. On 12 Cetober 1962, he was holding the defended locality of Drolan
Samha with a view to reinforoe the Indian posibion in the secton

O 20 Cbtnber, 1962, this defended loonlily wag chilled by the eneny,
Subseguently =n eneny infantty biaktalliim, sapported by mortars, moimted
an atkick on it The company was greatly outnumbered, but it withstood
repested enemy attacks. Meanwhile, the encmy mortars had destoyed
the beidge over the unfordabli Nyvamjungehu making any withdrawal by
the Indians impotsibleIn spite of beirg cul off, Scoomd Lisutenant Kao
continusd to fight gallantly, He perdonally thanned a light machine gun
and inspired his men to hold: the position:at all coest.

For setfing an example of leadenship and courage Second Lieutenant
Wao was awarded Mahavie Chakra.
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IC-4735

Lieutenant

Rathor, Kishan Singh,
MVC

Liztlesiant Kishan Singh Rathar was born on 1 Qctaber 1979, in Bikaner,
Rajasthan. He was commissiemed i the Rajput Regiment o 13 {ctobor
1946 Subsequently, he'rose o the rank. of Colonel in the bulian Army,

Puring Jammu and Xachmir operations the Indians lost Thangar o
enamy on 24 December 1947, Thisopetie the Indian position st MNaushahra
to cromy atlack and the tribats trained all their guns an it ndfans couid
noit afford thie fll of this vitd] position 1o thé eemy, In Jannary 1945, they
lunched many operations to prevent the ensny hsild-up in the ares. In
mrve ol these apemtions the snemy stronghold al Kot, which was a serioi
threal fo Naushahvs, was destroyed The enemy was stung by the loss af
Kot On 6 February 1948, al (840 hours, be launched an all-out attack on
Kof amd Tain Dhar positions of the Indian Army, located) to the north-past
and nprth of PNaushahra, Diring (hisenemy attack on Tain Dhae, Libuterant
Rathor was commanding a picket. The enemy was 1.500 strong, whilo
Lirutenant Rathor had enly 70 men with him: He saved the doy for the
ndizns by virtue of his leadership, cowrage and presence of mind.
Hnmindful of his own safety, he moved from post Lo post, inspiring his
men 1o fight to the bitber end. When oy one was ledt Lo carty the ammommition
Irv the picket, he did it himself under heavy coemy fire

On 5 March 1948, Lt Rathar was posted with hattalion taetical by -l
Karman Gosha Dhat, near Nawshahra as un fnielligence Officer. When the:
furward comipanies of the battalion wine pinned down by semy fire, he
vohmteered to leard a platoon attack oo thi hostiles fream the othet lank
to ease the pressure on them, Unfortunately, bis platomm oo wis pinned
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dawm and waz ordered to withdraw. During the withdrawal, he brought
tack the dead body of a camrade, lying on open ground, braving heavy
enemy fire i

(1 9 April 1948, Lieutenant Rathor was ordered to lead a platoon near
Maerizar, bo make-a deception. Abput 350 metres short of objective, he was
caught under very heavy enemy fire. There were two alternatives before
him—tn withdraw or to advante. He choee the fatter course and made &
determined bayonet charge, forcing the enemy to retire.

Liesttenant Rathor was awarded Mahavir Chakra for conspicuous brav-
ery in the fuce of the enemy.



1C-7661

Lt Col

Rattan, Kashmiri Lal,
MVC

1.4 Col Kashmi Lal Rattan. son of Shri B.R. Rattan, was barn on 7 September
1931, at Hoshiarpur, Punjal. He was commissioned in fhe Sikh Regiment
s 11 December 1955, Subsequiently, he rese bo the rank of Brigadier. He
belonged to a family with old military traditions: In 1965 aperations he
fought in the Ut Sector of Jammu and Kashmr.

During the Indo-Fak War 1971, Lt Col Rattan was commanding 6 Silh
Rattalion In Punch area of Jamemd and Kastmie, {he battation was asked
to Tinld a feature, which was a key to our defences in the ssctor. A helipad
wias also located within the defendad Toeality ‘of the hattalion. Lt Cil
Rattan arganised the defencey in the area with rarm professionsl sldll md
2 .

Durng the right of 3 December theanemy cngaged the forward platodns
of the battalion with small arms fire. Te also pounded the battalion
position with friortars and artillery heavily, At 0830 hours on 2 Docomber
the enemy launched & mussive attack on the defended Jocality and the
helipad with {hree bottalions. The momenitum of sitack pushed the enemy
through two Indian lerwand platoons. The inspiring leadership af Lt Cal
Rattan, however, saved the day for the Indians. They fought gallantly and
inflicted heavy cosualties on the enemy. Another enemiy dftack on 4h
night was aleo beaten back. Subsequently, allacks on 5 December werg
also folled. These reverses forced the enemy to abandion hiy grand plan
n make a headway in Punch sector.During these fieree engapainents,
Lt Col Hattan always occupied the must threatened position. He moved
from company to company in total disregard of his personid pisfiety and
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inspired ﬁ]._ﬁ:.‘;n_:.m mhd[-l:i their g_rﬁul:'ld. at all eost His delermination,
evilitage and leadership greatly eontributed to s success.

Lt Cbl Rattan was decorated with. Mahavir Chakra for exceptional
bravery in (his achon.
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4039009

Rifleman

Rawat, Jaswant Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Ritleman Jaswant Singh Rawat, son of Shrt Gumbn Singh Rawat, was bam
on 19 Avgust 1841, nowillage Barswm, Paur Gartoval, Uttar Prodesh, Tle
wn enrolled in 4 Garhwal Rifles of the Indian Ammny on 19 Aonzzat 1960,

Buring the Canflictwith China 1967, 4 Carhwal was holding e Jdifensive
pusition at Brdge No3 near Nutaning in NEFA. ©n 17 November 1962,
ot U5 hours the enemy launched & massive attack on the Gachwali
pusition The attack was nepulsed after heavy fighting. The secand attack,
wich eame at 0745 hours, was precaded by hoavy mortat-and artilléry
fire, but this too was mepulied with hegvy losses o theenomy, The third
attack. oy far the heavisst, came at 1055 hours. It was » three-prongid
altack supported by heavy morfar and artilesy fire. But Rifleman Rawat's
company stood like o rock.

To break the Indian resisfance the enamy Brought forward a medium
maching gun close o o Gerhwal platoon, threatening its defences. To
remove this threat Rifleman Raveat iod two sthet tnen, o Lance Natk and
= Rifleman, yolunteered to destroy the enemy gun positior. The Lanée
Naik provided covering lire whilé Rifleman Rawat anil his oompanion
hurlsd grenndes on the gam point. Twe Chinese were illed and one
wounded. Rifleman Rawal then rushed o the gun, snatched |t om the
wounded Chmese ancd returnet] (o his position. Whils nearing his tisnch
the enemy: automatic fire cought him from s close ravige. Rifleman Ruwat
wis hit on the head and disd on the spat. Ha kept on holding the gun
in his hand, the prized booty he bad staked bis Life for,

The exceptional courage and initintive shown by Rifleman Rawat in the
fmce ol intense enpmy fire, carned bim the Matavic Chakea, posthamonsiy,
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2760401

Sepoy

Salunkhe, Pandurang,
MVC (Posth.)

Sepoy Pardueang Salunkhe, son of Shri Balkrishna, was born on 1 May
1950, in village Manerjud, district Sanglh, Maharashira. He was enralled
in 15 Maratha Light fnfantry on 13 Fehruary 1969,

During the Indp-Pak War 1971, 15 Maratha Light Infantry was attached
tn 86 Infantry Brigede on the Westem front. O the night of 3 December
1971, Pakistanis attacked the Indian border posts at Fatehpur and Burj in
griat strength. The BST contingents deployed there eould not withatand
Hiis assault and the posts fell to Ly enemy, The 15 Maratha Light Infartey
was -ordered tn launch a counter sitack for regapluring the lost terrilory
from the enwmy hands, Abaiil a company of teoaps including 35 BSE mun,
were arganised Into two groups to ladneh the attick with the suppoert of
an armiured trodp.

The attaik was launched dn § Déeermbier. The enciny inking shelter in
bimbkeis brolght dewn hesvy fire o thie assaulting troops. Close Sghting
ensued. The Marathas had to clear bunker after bunker physically. In
many gases the enpny was dispossessed of his weapans forcibly, When
fiarce battle wan gaing on, an enemy fickst lsunchor was Found posing
a threat to Indian tamks snd infantry, Sepioy Panduran Salunkhe decided
iy etiminate this throat He:chargod the enemy, kiled the aperator and
physically snsched-away the rocket launcher. But in this bold charge he
ninself peceived i biirst of ster pn fire at point biank renpe and fell dead.
But the great sacrifice did nol go In vain It enabled the Marathas oy
recipture Burf and paved the way for the success of 96 Infantry Brigade

Sepoy Salunkhe was decomated with Mghavie Chakes in recognition uf.
this conspiruous gallantry, posthumousty.
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00124-F

Commander

Samant,

Mohan Narayan Rao,
MVC

Commander Mohan Narayan Bao Samant, son of Subsdar Major N2
Samant, was born on 19 Qctober 1930, at Bassein, Mahdrashirs, He was
commissioned in the Indian Navy on 1 January 1952 Subseyuently, he
mide Lo the renk of Caplain.

Prueing the Indo-Pak War 1971, Commander Samarm sarvid 45 a sendor
alficer with a naval force comprising 4 crafl. The forée vl to underfake
offensive uperatioms against the enomy in the Bav of Bengal. 1t actisally
carried out fome diring and successful altacks on the erenmy inMongla
arul Khulna porid

Commander Samant manoeuvring his foree trtugh-a Hicardous and
unfamiliar route achieved swrprise. The enamy was cotnpletely routed in
Momgla and heavy losses were Inflicted on him, Then he procesdec o
attack Khilna port, where the snemy was entrenched In good strength,
In the bitter fight that etsucd In Khulng, the fone way subjected to
incessantair attacks, In these sttacks. two baake af the Mukts Bl aperating
with (the foroe, were lost. Commander Samant wnsindful of his own
safisty, managed to pick up a lase number of survivoms, He also persisbed
with fitie bttacks on Khulna, The snemy indised <ullenmd immaenscly, He
had mary narrow escapes duting) this batiie but he refased ts withdraw
to safer waters, This inspired his men b vise t the eccasion and Hght
gallmnitly,

For displaying courage, determination and devotion to duty Commander
Sarmant was swardod Mahavir Chaloa.
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SF-227

Jemadar
Sampooran Singh,
MVC

Jwmadar Ssmpooran Singh, son of Subedar Sant Singh, was borm on
15 October 1915, in village Gharman, Ambaly, in Haryans, His family later
sttt 1 willage Biblpur, Patiale. Hewas eneollid In 1 Patinla (RS) Infantry
an 15 Octaber 1935 and retired a8 a Subedir frou the Indian Army mn
1963.

During Jammu and Kashmir aperations, in the first half ot 1948, the
eratmy mounted 3 very heavy prisaure on the indian forces, thinly spread
out gt the northermn front of Kashmir, The Dras sactor on this front was
wenkly held by the-utite of 5 Kashmir Infaniry. In May 1948, 1 Patizla
(RS} wis nrdered to pelieve thess umits, Dras snocumbed b enemy pressure
in early junc and 1| Patiala, therefore, settled in Zoji Ta and Gumr plan
area, for short of Dras. '

The ralders were furthor emboldecsd by the capture of Dras and they
Iiuriched réprated attacks on Indian postions in the area. On 3 July 1944,
They mounted an attock an Gumri, held by 1 Patiala, Jemadar Sampooran
Singh was then cammanding a platoon, less one poction at & picket. Aboul
20 metres ahwedd of the pickest thure was s section outpdst setving is @
sereen bo ' thi mmain picket. The enemy lsunched theattack on this picket
with twa companiss, supported by heavy fire under eover of the mormning
thare and snowfall, He managed to redch witiin 200 mptres of the section
outpest.

The putpost held oul agalnst heavy miadium machine gun fire. But ity
deforices had besn blown up and position Ly exposed to the enemy, At
this junctute [emadar Sampooran Singh, nnmnindful of his safety, rushed
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forward wilth a couple nf Ris mien to the out-post, crossing sonw 73 metros
of heavily bliteed area, His presence alectnified the men at the outpost
They fought back bravely, miicted heavy losses on the enemy and stopped

the momentum of the attsck The JCO all the whils moved from e

retwh lo another encouraging his men, unmindful of fiee sround i
After establishing the outpost he moved back bo'the main picket positioo
braving a shower of flving stecl.

After about an hour the enemy again put in a big attack on the plcket
Euﬂ'mmpm-ram Singh was now fully prepared. TTe mflicted heavy casunlbivs

‘on the enemy anil forcetd Bimc i cetneat Delone. reaching’ anywhere nicdr

the objective. Four hours later, the eriomy lannched yot anothor ng attack:
He was again pushed back and suffered more sanions losses.

During this day-long battle, al leas 6l casualties were Inflicled on the
enwiny. The platoon suffered anly two casulilties. Duting the sutcodding
thece davs, he warded off three major enemy attacks and infiicted 76 mnore:

casualties oy hilm

lemadar Sampooran Singh was awarded Mahavie Chakra tor

COSTICUOUS g;n]iantrr




Lt Col
Sampuran Singh,
MVC, Vr C

Lt Col Samipiran Singh, s of St Rattan Singh, wis burm on 22 Februgry
192, ini village Nethowal, Luditians, Punjab. He was commissisnid I the
Puonjab Regioie) oo 24 Maorch 1546, Subseiquontly, berose 1o themnk of
Brigadier.

In August 1985, Pakistan sent alange numbir of infil bimtors into Kaghmir
to cauke unrest In the state. Haji Pir Pass was an impdetogit infiltration
route for these intruders. Tuding hersfore, plansed to captisre Haji Tir to
seal this vitally important route of the intruders. I the plan fo capture
Haiji Plr Pas, 14 Punjab was to reduce B! fature by the first lighr ot
20 August 1965, 1t was held by the enemy with b companies snd
covered by four medlum machine guns on all the pessible appronches.

The 19 Punjab, led by Lt Col Sampuran Siagh, attacked the objective
At 0350 hours.on 29 August and forced: the enemy fo withadraw leaving
behingd ten dead. The battalion LORN established & link with 1 Para at Flaji
Pir Pass For this beave artion L Col Sampuran Singh was gwarded Vir
Chetkera,

Afh‘.'r the gaptane of Hagl Pie Pass by the Indian broops, it became
ruir:am‘].ftu:mm:thurw:dmhalmtz 93 Indian nfantry Brigade had
alrcady established a forwued position ot Kihuta bridge but the road 160
it still remmained infested with Pak traopk. O & St-ptemh!f 1965, Lt Cal
Stngh was ordered to secure this steategic ridge with a view to offect a
fink up between the base and the forwand pasition of the brigade. The
cnemy was well entrenched in the area and his eviction demanded a
serious effort,




Lt Cal Singh, with consumate skill, musbed forwacd wilth lis men,
charged the enemy and captured the ridge by fast light on 8 Scplember,
The desited link-up was thus establisticd on 10 Seplembsr. Dismgarding
his viwn safety, he nished forward and In thres sdcdessive altacks pushed
back the enemy. The coemy fed lesving behind s dead on the battle-
fislel

In recognition of his exemiplary courage anid adeship | L Col Sampuran
Singh was awarded Mahawir Chakra
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IC-22826

Second Lieutenant
Samra,

Shamsher Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Saqz:md Licutpnant .Hh"m‘!hﬁ Singh Samua, son of Shri S Sames, was
bom on 10 June 1945, in village Pakheke, Amntsar, Punjab. He wos
carmmissioned i the Brigade of Guards on 15 March 1970,

During the Inde-Pak War 1971, 8 Goards was deploved in Hilly complex
en the Eastern front. The enemy had well prepaced positions in this area,
I fat every touse had been fortified and every mound had been burrowed
throngh 1 make o shell-proof pill bax.

B Guords fought many bloody battles 1o capture this fortified FHIly
complex. In one battle, it was held up by heavy and acturate firg from
enentyantomatics. Abhis juncture Second Licutenant Sames, commanding
the left asspull plaloon of his company, exhiorted his men to press home
the dttack. Uninindful of the cross-fice of twis gl machine guns, b led
hig platoon to-2% meires ol Hie enemy pritice. Flete he wak hit by o lght
machine gun burst op the right side of the chest. Unmind ful of the wiearid,
b charged the nearesl MM bunker with a gronade and destroyed it He
then rushed upan & second bunker. He was about o hurl & grenade on
it whien another butst hil him on the chest and wounded bim mortally.
Fle tell to the ground ciutching the bunkire with tne hand and holiling
the grenade with the pther, His profile after death was a picture uf grit
arud dotermination.

Stcomd Lisutenant Samra was awarded Malavly Chakoa for displaying
miost conspicunus bravery and determination; posthumously,
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IC-6638

Lt Col

Sandhu,
Narinder Singh,
MVC

J\
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Lt €ol Narinder Singh Sandhu, son of Shed Hard Singh, was harn an 1
"-u.:plq:-mhﬂr 14932, al Narll, Anaiisar, Fanjab, L2 was commmissioned m the
Armoured Corps on 13 Deeornber 1853, He changed Lo Infantey In 1970,
aumee upnlkly, berose jothe rank-of Brigadier. Dunng fhe 1965 operations
he had fought in Khem Karan sector and his name was Menboned-in-
Despalches. 1t Cal Sandhu belonged to a family with long military
raditions. iz grand-father Major Thakur Singh, MC, OBE, camed the
Military Cross during warld War I His uncle and younger brother have
alsn served the Indimn Army with distinetion.

Puring the hdo-Pak War 1571, Lt Col Sandbu commandid 10 Deggra
Hattalion in the Punjab sectay on the Wesitemn fronl. 1Tis botalion vwas
ardercd to capture the cdstorn end of the enomy-held bBridge over rivet
Ravi at Dera Oaba INanak. This bridge was considered strategically
mportant as Paldstan could launch 3 major offensive in this areg and
thireaten Indlan communications to Pathankot, Beas and Amvitiar, The

emomy defences in the aren were extensively fortified with an elaborate
-:}alﬂm of pill-boxes with machine gun and anti-tank weapon
erplacemonts. Thise were cormeched to each other by atunnelling system.
The positton was held in strength by the enemy,

On 5 December 1971, at 1730 hours about 420 officors and men of the
Dogra battalion mounted on 21 tenks, moved to attack the bridge But the
attack eoubd not progress as per plan because tenks got bogged down in
the marshes bordering the Bavi. The battalion was, therefore, forced fo
dsmount wnd covar five km to the objective on foot Ik surprised the
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enamy with « sudien attack from a djntannn of 15 mth'ﬂ, shouting the
brallle ory “Diirga Mata Ki fai'. Flerce engzg) ok place &nd 10 Dogra
ciiptused the dbjective. During. meam Lt Ent u remained in the
foretromt. ITe fought from bunker to bunkes to reach ﬂrﬂﬂb]l:i:h'ifﬁ. In the
bitter fghting he received & bullet wound i his leg but that did not deter
iy from Jeading his men with grim determingtion, In this action the
batialion suifersd 5 desd and 10 wounded, Enemy suffered 22 kdlled and

1 prrisoners. A large guantity of arms and ammunition was-also captared.

Lt Caol Sunclbn was awanded Mahavir Chakra for displaymg gallankry
and lendership of a high arder.
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55-33343

Second Lieutenant
Sandhu, Rajeey,
MVC (Posth.)

X

Second | dentonant Rajeey Sandho, son of Shet Devinder Sandh, was
berm on 12 November 1966, at Fhagwera, ha]ﬁntn:ﬂa distoet, Puniab. He
wies coyrmessipned Inthe Assam Regimenl on 5 Mareh 1988, His father
had served in the Indlan Air Face. Flis grandfather joited the Indian
Natinnal Army during the World War TL He was the only child of his:
parents

TTnder Trudia=Sei Tanka Apreement many w8 of the Tudian Army wers:
despatched to Sn Lanka to quell the disturbances in the lsland. 7 Assam
joined the Indlan forces there an 19 July 1988, Second Lisutenant Samdhu
was Eading & convoy of two vehidhes fom Mayidurang Kenl Kolam to
Mangznl lor collection of dry rations. When his feep approached atrack
[unction it was saddenty fired upon by the militanis with rockets, AK-47
nrd TRE viflen, A divect hit or a yocket mutilated his legs and be soffered
injuries all over his body. Crippled by the grove injuries and bleeding he
tumbled oul ol the'op and erawled to a fire position with his %mm
catbine In hesul Presuming thal every one in the vehicle hod been kdlled,
o -miilifant came oot of hidmg and approached the jecp o collect the
woppons and ammunition. Sandby made the last eflort to provent the
enenty from pouncing en his bonty. He lifted his carbine and sprayed the
militant with bullets and killed him, The militant swas Kumas=n of the
group led by Battcaloa sector militant leader Karuna

Second Lientenan! Rajesv Sandhu blunted every effort of the militants
by come enywhere near his fallen comrades or their weapons till the last
Irreath. For conspicuous courage and supreme sacrifice be was decorated
with Mahavir Chakra, pesthumousty,
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1C-299(0

Lt Col

Sangha,
Gurbans Singh,
MVC

Lol Giurbuing Singh Sanjtha, son of Shrd Udham Singh, was bem on
2 September 1922 in village Jandu Singha, Jalandbar, Punjab. He was
cirnmissiomet! i the Sikh Regiment on 22 October 1944 He belonged to
& family with & long military tradition. 11is father and grandfather hod
olso served in the Indian Avmiy.

Dhuring the [ndp-Fak War 1965, Lt Col Sangha commanded the 3 Mahar
Battalion. The unit was deployed in Tammu and Kashmir diring August
1565, when a large number of Pakistant infiltvators speaked info (e Stite
On 7 August 14 Col Sangha was: asked 10 soarch for and caphire the
infiltpators in the Pewa and Chhamb-jaurian seclors. The battallon
estsblished road blocks 1 prevent the infiltratoes from entering India o
escaping buck i Pakistan, On 15 Aot 1965, his Brigade suddenly caime
under heavy and concentrated Pak artillery fire. Lt Col Sangha extricated
his battalion and egnilined 1o defend his front in spite of heavy cnomy
shelling. By holding thi Mandisla crossing, the sltuation on this front was
stabilined. In the process the Battallon deoupied soms enemy border posts
and recapiured. fhree Indinn poats. :

On 1 Seplember 1965 Paldstan laurched 2 massive attack on Tammy
and ¥ashmir with armour and arfiflery support. One squadson of Pak
armout advanced on Dewa to encircle and destroy the defending battalion,
The battalion had nellher recoilless puns norarmour nos close air m:ﬂw :
b face the analaught. At this eritical juncture, Lt Cal Sangha Hrectad the
defensive: operations very efficiently sl skilfully snd fotled 2l ehemy
attempts tn encirele the battalion.

Lt Col Sangha was decorated with Mahavic Chakre for commendable

courage and leadership, o
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JC-127266
Subedar
Sansar Chand,
MVC

Subedar Sensar Chand, son of Shei Kirpa Kam, was bomeon 31 December
1424, at Kamila, Tammu and Keshmiz Mie wis enrolled in the § JeK Militia
am 12 April 1667,

I June 1987, Subédar Sunsar Chamd was commanding o section of
8 JAK Light Infantey, deployed in Sinchen. He was assigned the task of
capturing a feahire called Telt Shoulder” under enemy oocupation, at
hefght of G40 metres. This feshure was lncaled biefwaen bwvo Tndisn pasts.
Thir atback on e feature lvolved regbtating o steetch of 3 km in the
apien o e glacier-face and climbing of a vertion] 370 metes high tce weall,

Cin 25/20 June. Subedir Sangar Chand climbe] to the objective and led
his section into attack with sxempliey couenges arid determination, Two
Guter trénrhes of the engmy were ocoupied. In this actiom bwo men of the
section witre killed and one was woundeil. He roocganised s sechion and
hield an 1o the captured territory with unflinching vourage. Subsequently,
this action made it possihle for the: Indians o caplune e whale feature.

Subedar Sanpir Chand was awarded Mahavie Chakia for displaying
otgtatanding courege and determination in this actue
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1C-5479
Brigadier
Sant Singh,
MVC and Bar

Brigaidier Sant Singh, son of Shrl AS. Gill, was born on 12 July 1921 4t
villiapge Panjeeain Kalan, Faridkot, Punjab. Hie was enzolled in the Indian
Army on 12 July 1941 and fought in World War 1] in Assam sod Biema,
He was commissivnisd in (14 Fumjab Regiment on 16 February 1947, In
Jamimis and Kashmir Gpﬂnm'mf?z-l"-—lrﬂ he foughl some dacing actions
in MNatshahrd sectie. He earmed his Maka Vie Chaken during the Indo-
iak Wiar 1965 ind a Bae to Maha Vie Chakra during the Tndo-Tak War
177

During the Indo-Fak Wae 1965, Lt Col Sant Singh commanded the
B Sikh Ciglt Infantzy in Nauchahra zéctor of Jarmenu and Kashmir, Thie
enemy had ‘captured a complex of hills zalled ‘Op Hill” in Mendhar area
alter the ceagefire. The Indian army could not buar this encroachiment on
her terrdtory. Repeated attempts to evicl he ey didd mot, however,
yield any result 5 5ikh Light Infantry was then moved to Mendhar arsa
o juin in the brigode attack dn "Op HlL"

O the night of 2 November the Sikha migves! forward to caphare the
[eature White Rocks. Tt was a étrongly defended snemy position. The
approzch to It wae muned and well chverd by artilléry fire. Lt Col Singh
crossed the mined area with hismen, attacked the ohemy and aftera bitket
hand-to-hand fight caphared the n'r:ljv.:tmrr Taking advantage of his position,
he deared one more vita! feature in o subssguent disell He moved from
bunker to Bunker in the face of heavy alillery and sutomatic fire to
encuurage his nien. With the réduction of these features the enemy's
defencesin the arep crumblbed,
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He was awarded Mahovir Chakra for conspicuous gallantey-and
lesichesshiss
Again during the Indo-Fak War 1971, Hrigadier Sanl Singh ‘was
commanding a seclor on the Eastern fiont. He was entrusted with the lask
of eapturing Mymensirggh,strongly hild by the enemy with two hatsalions.
Eneeny had anficipated the Indian move and had made prepamtions to
fodl it The brigade’s route had bien demolighed and fiorce had been
dﬁplu:.-ud tir appase thi: advance. Brigadier Sant Singh. however, bet the
eneny with |:I.l!. tscticy, resdurcelulness and leadesship Mvmmﬂngh thiss
fell inte Indian hands, TTe then moved another 60 hﬂ almogt on ook, o
captyro Madhopur beating all epemy opposition en route. The capture of
Madhupur apencd the way for a rapid advance on Dacca. Bripgadier Sant
Singh always remainedd in the forefront with the leading elémenty to direct
the advance. It was his gallantry and leadership thiat enabled the Indlans
to advance 8o rapidly agiinst o much-stronger and better plaved enemy,

For displaying conspicuous gallantry and Inspiring leademship Brig
Sant Singh was awarded Bar 0 Mabivie Chakra.




9105087
Havildar
Sarup Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Havildar Sarup Singh, sun of Shri Kishan Singh was barn dn 15 April
1524, in village WKeterd, Punch, Jammu and Kashmir. He wis énrolled ih
the Jammu and Kashmir Milltia on 15 April 1948,

Duting the ConfHit with China 1962, 18 Tammu and Kashmir Militia
wag deployed in the Ladakh sechor. Havildar Sarup Singh was manning
n paat at Bhajony; as second-in-command. On the niight of 19 October 1962,
thit Chinese attacked this past in ovenwvhelming numbers with automatic
weapons and marlass. Thee few Indiang mannine post were not well-
equippoll by fight back the allackens Stll the saldlers pat up a gallant
defence. In this unequal butthe Havildar Sarup Singh distinguished himeelf.
While fighting gallantly he was overpowered and killed by the Chinese.

Havildar Sariip Singh was honoured with the sward of Mahavie Chakra
fior displaying bourage and devolion lo duty atahigh orgur, posthismomsly,



1C-7018

Lt Col

Shamsher Singh,
MVC

Lt Cal Shamaher Singh, son of Sardar Sahib Serdar Harbans Singh was
T g 21 il.l.l!.' 1934, in Lahwore, s in Puliiatan, He was immrmigaioned
It the Brigade of Guards on 4 Decembei 1954, He belonged to a family
withe Tong military traditivig. His brother LE Col Harirat Smgh also lid
a Guards battalion in Indo-Pak War 1971

Praring the Indo-Pak War 1471, 1} Cal Singh commanded 8 Guards in
lie Eustern spctopn, Hie battallon was ordered fo spearhead the offensive
of 20 Monntain Dvision in the Hilly complios 1was o grave resporsibility
ns well asa great honour. The area .E.rl:l-u.nd this comple was low, marshy
and fall ot high ;.'raddl.- vrops and therefore, difficull for tank operations.
I thet proper comples the enemy wis holting defensive positions, prepared
sulBclently in advance, Every inch of the ground was-defended, every
howse wiig foctifisd-and every motnd was burrowod to)make: it a sheli-
proot pill-hox.

f Guards fought sirven blpodiest battles of the 1971 War in Hilly aren.
In gpite of strong enemy dpposdtion, the battalion setured a foot-hold on
thie ubjective and held on td it aotwithstanding heavy csunlties suffered
im bunker-to-bunkar I-i:ghh'ng,. The enemy launched n series of counter-
attacks to evict the Guards. At one stage, while fighting batk the enermy,
the battalion can short of ammunition. Lt Col Shamsher Singh, therefore,
engaged the enemy In hand-to-hand Aghting, He encouraiiel his men Lo
Tl Ginn b Uisie pnmﬂn‘m while secking artillesy and medium machine gun
support to sase ensmy pressure. Finally, he regrnupeﬂ his men, luunﬂmﬂ
a fresh attack and despite heavy oppesition sucoeeded in captuning the
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objective. The enemy suffered heavy casualties in this sction. It s
remarkable (hat the Guards won 3 Mahavir Chakras, zwu’.'hﬂm.. 1
Zeri Mudal and 5 Mentioned-in-Despatches for pallantry in this action.

Lt Col Singh was awarded Mahavir Chakra for conspicuous gallantry
anid outstanding leadership.



3355332

Lance Naik
Shangara Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Lance Naik Shangara Singhl, son of Shel Narang Singh. was bem an
14 January 1945, in villnge Chola Sghib, district Amueitsar, Punjab. He waz
I enralled i the 2 Sikh Regiment on 14 January 1963,

Lruring the Indo-Pak War 1971, 2 Sivh was deployved in Amritear sector
ot the Westem front. Before the beglnning of hostilities, the Pakistanis
attacked and capluses] the Indian village Pulkanjri sitoated on a
grovund close to ILE international bhoygler. The feature had hﬂmhg}tﬂyhﬂd
by the lorder Security Force 2 Sikh was asked to recopiure: this feature.
An allack oo thiz village could mol, heweves, be launched bhefore
17 Decembier 1971 Meanwhile the enemy b5ad laid defensive anti-tank and

-anti-persenne] mings around the willage and hod lutther strengthened the
defence willy machine gun

Luring the 2 Sikh attack on this enamy. position, Lsnee Naik Shangars
Sineh wan the second-in-command of the left lanking section, While
mching, lowagds the objective this soction come (mdet heavy fire from bvo
well placed machine guns and was pinved down: Tatee Naik Shangars
Singh s:uuld nut bear Iﬁlﬁ and ho dL‘E!dL‘d to silence these gunas at any cost.
e dashed through the mine-fields towards the enemy maching gun past
and hurled a grenade nside the bunker, The gun was desteoyed. He then
dashed towards the second machine gun post, leaped over the loop-hiile
and snatched the gun from the enemy. In the process he also received =
burst of fire on his chdomen. This anm'l;'.ﬁhm'l severly but he held on to
the machine gun. The daring act compltely unnerved the enemy and he
fled from the burker in panie. | ancs Naik Shangara Singh killed elght
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wnisniy solidiers in this attack. He also laid down histhife. Dut hissscrifice
did not’ g In vain. Tt enabled the Sikhs 1o advance and over-tan tha
unerry; post.

Lange Naik Shangara Singh .
eorepicuous shllantry and dedication to duty, posthumpusly.

1 was ducorated with Mabavie Chikea for



IC-5270

Lt Col

Sharma, Rattan Nath,
MVC

Lt €l Rattan Nath Shurmia, son of Shrei Hirl Charan Dixit, was bom on
23 November 1926; at Kangra, Himachal Pradesh. He was commissioned
in thwe Tunjub Begiment o 28 August, 1948, Subseiuest]y, herose to the
mank of Brigadier, Flis name was Mentioned-in-Despatches for his
remarkable peclomance in the Icdo-Pak War 1865,

Dring the Indo-Pak War 1971, Lk Col Sharms was commanding
21 Tunjab in T'unch sector on the Western front. The enemy. was holding
MNargi Tekri and its adjnining area in Funch sector in good strength. His
pesitions spread osit in the ares were mutually supporting and ﬂiﬂrﬂfm
difficult to overcome The capture of these posibons was considered
necessary bocnuge they dominated Punch river and .u.l.l"}am-ﬂ t!md:a., ail
vitally booortiant for Indian defence. On 9 Degembler, the Pargabis were
asaigned the sk of captluring the enemy positions in and sround Nane)
Tekel

The Puriabls lnunched the alteck on 10 December. Bul inlense artillecy
anul sl wemis fire from the entbenchedd eneimy mesde thie goisyg difficult
for them and resalted in heavy casvalties. 'H:meuﬂﬁ Lt Col Sharma fdid
not lose heart, He encouraged his men to fAght Wl the objective was
dchieved, Throughout the aperation he remained with his troops in the
forefranl. The coemy positions wers [inally poduced ofter & Fibree -
teliand fighton 12 Detembier. The ereimy saffered 13 Killed and 3 wounded
m this achion. One womnded Pakistani was made prisoner.

14 Col Sharma win awarded Makavir Chalos for exemplary courage
and outstanding leadership,
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313169
Naik
Shishpal Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Naik Shishpal Singh sonof Shri Sheo Lal, was bomn on 20 Jure 1920, fio
Bamnly, Bhiwani, Haryana He was enrolled in2 fat Kegiment on
26 June 1940,

During the Jammu and Kashmir operationa, after securing Naushahra,
the Indian Army planned an sdvarice on Rajouri in esrly Apdl 1948 An
adwares on Rajzuri was not, however, possible without destroying the
strong enemy positions in Harwall fidge area, north of Nawshahra 2 Jat
was, therefory, asked to i Rolituk pickel Incated in & very difficult
torrsin. ‘B Company led tie atinck and-a very stiff battle lasting seven
hésurs was fouglt at e picket o 9 April, I this engagement the dompany
wuiffered 27 asuallies but the enemy sutfored many more.

Eruring this encounter, when ‘B Company was leading the attack, Naik
Shishpal Singh of the £ Plalon was hit by abullet. He rehised évacuation,
wiapped hiz own first aid fipld diessing and continued o encotrsye his
platoon t atlvanee with greator determination unmindful of the enemy
machine pun fire. Suddenly, ono of his men fell down wounded. While
attemding on hiny, Nk ﬂh:ﬂ]‘]‘.];l"ﬂl Sh‘igl'l wits again wenmded, this tme
serionely. He again refused evarsativon smd kept un encouraging hisinen
il he collapsed. He died of grave wodnds the next day.

Tior exceptiomal pallantry and devotion to duty Naik Shishpal Singh
was awarded Mabavir Chakta, posthumously.



I1C-5192

Major

Shrikent,

Sher Partap Singh,
MVC

Major Sher Partap Singh Shoikent, son of Dr. 55, Shrikent, was born an
12 Jurwe 1929, at Dinapus, Bihar, He was commissioned in the 9 Guorkhe
Rifles pn 10 December 1950, Subsiquintly, he rose to the rank 6f Brigad er

Puring the Conflick with China 1962, 1/9 Corkha Rifles was deployed
in [3hola Pest aren of MEFA. Major Shrkent was Adjutant of the battalion
(i 20 October at (445 hours the Chinese started shelling the battalicn
defended amea, This was followed by an infantry attack on Gorkha pisitidns
al 0530 hours. The Gorkhas Bravely repulzed the attack. A second wttack
was also beaten back by them with heavy casualties to the enemy. However,
in Hle thied attack the Chinese overran the defences and surrounded the
battalion hoadguarters.

At this eritical juncture Major Shrikent was ordersd to render help to
the 'C' Company which was under attack by the Chinese. He rushed o
the company position with five other ranks but found it overrun by the
enemy. Soom, his own party was swrounded by the Chiness. By now his
men had almdést exhausted their ammunitlon as they carriesd only pouch
ammunition, Le. 50 rounds per rfle. Major Bheilenl, finding the situation
desperate, rallied the fmw survivess of the battalion headgquarteps: He
snatehed a sten gun from an onderly, gallantly charged the enemy and
inflicted heayy castaites on the advancing Chinese. Thes, he managed
to get his men out of the cnemy encirclement.

Major Bhrikent displayed courage and leadership of a high ordgr for
which he was awarded Mahavir Chakra




I1C-254

Major General
Sibal, Har Krishen,
MVC

Maj (Gent Har Krishen Sibal. son of Shri Diwan Chand, was boen. on
19 November 1917, b Mnga, Gujrat, now in Paldstan. Tle was
commissigred in 1 February 1940 in 3 Gorkhe Rifles. Subsequontly, he
mose to the rank of L1 General,

Pluring the: Indo-Pak War 1865, Ma) Gen Sibal commanded 7 Infaniry

Niwinion in Firozour sectpr. The d{wsmn was ardired to advante fnfo

Pakistan at 0500 fiours on & September 1968, along the Khalra axis, and
eveupy Pak temmtiry upto Ichhigil Canal 1 was lso direcled to cause
mmaxlmin allribubion’ o the enemy. The main Hosdguattors 7 Tnf Thy
movied fo Narla on3 September in view of the impending offensive.

The division cimamenced Uparmtions ah o Sepicinber and those contintiod
1l 22 Sepriember. Dmmag these aperations the divisson undertook 2 major
altensive at ﬂ'l-l crossing of the Hedlars drain, Another major offensive
wirk Inunched 1o cleas the fortified village of Barki befoce closing on the
sash bank of the lehhogil Camal. The froops inched forvard fighting from
Listise 10 hotise and asssulting eoncérite emplacoments dited along the past
Eark of the Cannl. Repeated comnter-aftacks by the eremy ware-remﬂsed
and the division atock prossed on untll the east hank of the canal was
clienred of fhe enemy.

These aperations were candurted by Maj Cipn Sibal, who staved close
to the Front line, in utter dlaregard of his Irf-e-rsm:nl. safety, By is presence
b ingpired the froop= bo o bedler offort and contribuled materfally iowards
the sucoessn of his division.

Mai Gen Sibal wis awarded Mahavir Chakea for courage, leadership
and dovotion to duty.
331




IC-12701

Captain

Singh, Chander Narain,
MVC (Paosth.)

Captain Chander Narain Stngh, son of Captain Balwant Simgly, was by
o 2 July 1939, at Srinagar, Garlwal, Uttar Pracesh, Hir wis commissioned
In the Carhwal Rifles on 11 fune 1961, e belmged o a2 famiily with a
military rradition. His father and unele had sotved the Indian Army as
Captain sl Major General respoectively.

In August 1985, Captain Chandes Narain Singh was o GSO [ with
120 Inforitry ‘Brigade Hesdquarters, in Punch soelar, On 5 August, it was
riportei] et five Pakdstan suldiors hud irifilteatod in the Pimeh arey aid
were seen in the vicmty of the brigade headguarters. Immediately, a
patml was despatched under the command of Caplain Singh 1o search
dnel Hijuidate the mfiltretors

The patrol left at 1830 hovrs and stavtéd dearching the area, midway
of the hill range. At about 1950 hours, the patral encountered hisasy
Pakistani Lght maching gun, mortar and grenade fire fraom a higher position
and a3 a result of this one Indisn soldior was killed. Undeterred by fhe
heavy fire Capialn Singh manoeiveed the patrol o the enemy's Hank,
where o betier oover wis svailabile. Two Tisht machine guns, which were
belching fire on the patrol, were quickly neutralised.

As the enemy was much superior in number and advantageersly placed,
Caplsin Singh look the dedision o sttack him in e night. Unmindbul of
his personal security, in the fzce of grenade barstssand mortar fire bhe led
the charge with a handfol of men to about 30 metres of e premy
position. Encouraging his men, he pressed home a secomd charge withoul



sy loss of time and resched within 10 mettes of the enemy post. He was
killad by 2 light machine gun burst at the gbjective. In this pchon six
Takistanis were killed and moany more wers wounded, They also left
hehind a lirge quantity of arms and ammuimition.

Captsin Chander Natain Singh was swarded Mahavir Chakea for
displaying conspicunus bravery and inspiving leadership, pusthumously.



IC-2014

Brigadier

Singh, Khem Karan,
MVC

lirig, Khem Karan Singh, 2an of Major Hharal Singh, was hern un 3 March
1919, irt villege Bhadani, district Rohtak, Haryana. He was commissioned
wy thie Armoured Corps-on 14 Sepleminer 1941 Sulicequently, he rose to
thwr tande of Major { eneral.

Buring the Indo-Pak War, 1965, Brip Klem Karan Singh commanidied
1 Armoured Brigade in Sialket seclor, He was provided with some
additinnal armaiared unita in arder 1o cope with enemy ek force wihich
was superar in numbprs and better in techinical periormance. “ Whatever
the case | khall always be with you”, sid Brigadier Singh before joinitig
the batile,

Thee belgadde was allottd the task to destroy as muich enemy armour
as possihle. Brip Singh therefore, moved across the country. by mght and
attackedl the evemy in the rear by diy. This surprised the enemy, unhinged
his command and enntral atvarines levels arud unlalancesd ks dispusition,
The enormy wes forced to move up all his reserves o hold the line

Dunmy the tinst throee days of the battle, the tank force of Brig-Singh
destroyed over 73 enemy tanks losing & small nwnber in return, Brig
Singh's peesonal etample greatly cantributed in this success as he always
remained presenit with his lroops, al the point of mexdmim eneiny theeat,

Brig: Singh fought the battle of Phillora: for three days, His superior
Imdgulup beller taceal an.;l technical performance finally won the day
Loy Indians, The sty fors was defested and thrown out of this important
commimication centre. The sremy fank commanders were so demoralised
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by s il i that hersafier, they deliberately avalded a close vombat
with he lnudtan fank: force

Brig Singh was awarded Mahavie Chakea for outstanding leadership,
tactical ability and devotion to duty.



3871 F (P)

Wing Commander
Prem Pal Singh,
PVSM, MVC, AVSM,

Wing Commander VPrem '3l Singh, son of Shri Sucha Singh, wes born un
10 February 1929, at Hansi, Haryana. He was commissioned i this Indian
Air Force on 15 April 1950, T thue bepinning b served as a transport pilot
but later he switched gver o jet bomber airgrath, Subsegoently, he rose
to the rank of Alr Murshol, He wis awarded AVSM and PVSM for
distinguizhed service.

During the Indn-Pak War 1963, Wing Commmander 'rem 12l Singh
copmmunded No, 8 Squadron, stationed at Agra. The umit was azsipned
e triple fask of bebicul bBombing dose sapport and armied pabeolling.
Under fus able guidance the sguadron carmed out tactical bombing. of
varinus tarpetd 0 destepy the Pakistan Air Force on the growmd, Led by
Wimg Commancder Prem Pal Singh himself, Pak army camp east of Gujarat
and alrbields at Chakiaia, Dab, Muond, Akwal, Risalwala, Wagowal,
Sargedha and Peshawar were suecesafully sttacked by his bumbers.

The squadron gave close stpport to the asmy in Kasur, Khem Karan,
Pasrur, Chawinida and Sialkot sectors. Bombrs were droppes] on ey
concentrations al all these places. During the period of war the sgquadrom
undertook 39 sorties: of armeld putrolling over Agra, Palam, Ambals,
IMalwara and Adampur,

Muost of the operational miggioms over the enemy territory were carmiéd
out during the hours of darkness. The targets weraidentified in e ey
Hght These dangérous operatidnal sorfies were undertaken in tha fame of
heavy enemy-anti=aircealt fire with exceptionsl courmge and determination,

Wing Commander Prom Pal Singh was awarded Mahavir Chakra fsr
displaving a high sense of duty and gallantry.
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IC-7113

Lt Col

Raj Kumar Singh,
MVC

L.t Col Raj Kumar Singh, son of Sha B.S: Thakar, was bormn an 25 Docember
1934 4in willage Bharaut, Mesrut, Uttar Pradesh, He was comumigsioned in
the Punjab Regiment bn 4 Decembler 1954, Subuei.;unenﬂyl hie yose to the
rank of Brigadier. In 1962 he served with the Indian contingent in Cengo.
He also saw action in-the Indo-Pak War 1965,

in Nivember 1971, beeder clashes had started between Indian and
Pakistand troope on the Esstern front. Chaugacha, an enemy stronghnld
domindting an imiporkarnil-axis bo Jessore, was a thieal to Indian security
i the press Indlians, therefors, decided to compel the enemy fo vacate this
strategic position by threatening the line of communication {Zl:muga.chn
Jessore. To implement this plan it was considered nocessary to
Garibput, & village situnted behind the enemy position of t:haugmhﬂ

14 Tunjab led by Lt Col Singh was asked 1o remove this threat to Indian
seaunity. On 20 November 1571, the battalion crossed owver river Kabadalk
and reached south of Caribpur by, 1645 hours. The enemy reaction to this
Indian move was harp, He swiftly advanced with a squadron of tanks
and two irifentry battalions ti beat Back the Indians. e mounted a
determined attack umder the cover of fog and penctrated within 20 metres
of battalion positions by 0600 hours on 21 November. In this grave crisis
Lt Col Singh mganﬁeﬂ the deferce with prmfss'ﬂnal akill and led his
troops with cotzage and eomfidence, The attack wak repulsed with heavy
losses to the anemy.

The enemy way not. howover, deterred, He myunted o fresh attack:
frum the southa fd ne-ad'lﬂ:l within &5 melres af the r.iﬂ'lﬂu-m ol Caribpur
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undetected. The Indians again beat back the atack suciessfully: Bul o
more determined attack came fram the west at 01915 hours. The Punjabis:
anee again put up a spirited defence and threw him back by WIS hours,
In this baitle the Commander displayed ontstanding |eadership. In the
midst of the battle he went arounid from company to l:urrqm;;}:s:[wﬂug
his-men to hold their ground and annihifaie the enemy. His battalion
repulsed three attacks, inflicting heavy casuslties on the enemy. At Garibpur
the Indians suffered about 90 casualifes as agalnst 35) suffered by fhe
Pakdstariis:

Lt Col Singh was awarded Mahavir Chakea for outstuiding Teadership.




718

Naik

Sonawane, Krishna,
MVC

-
| A

Naik Kashna Sonawane, son of Shri Sava) Malujl Scoaweans, was bom on
17 Neweomber 1921in vill age Kiudpan, Paladpur, Kaliba, Maharashis, He
was enrolled in 1 Mahar Regiment on 17 November 1941, He retired from
the Ammy as Hooorary Subeder Major,

& Folirunry 1948 is a date of special significance tor Indian Army. On
thisday 6000 trilials attacked the Tain Dhar and Kot pickets in Naushahe
sectar, The sttack commuenced at 0643 bows in the moming. The whale
of Thin Dhar fealure 2nd its adjoineng hills were activated by burst nf
machine guni and crunch of mertars, The medium machine gun post al
Mo 7 pucket came under intense small arms fire. Then came the attack
and apme 1200 mbals closed on the picket from all sdes

ik Senawane of 1 Mahan who was in command of this post, opened
ap with his gun at point blank range. His gun team inflicted heavy
csuallles on the enemy. When No. 1 gunner was wounded in the neck
he fisrk over the gun himsolfand operated it with great skill. Unfortunately,
his elght hatd was perforated by a light machine gun burst, fired by the
enemy from a clnse range, Still he continued to operate the gan with his
feft hand. e thus maintained the momentum of fire at a very critical
mament. When the gun was damaged beyond repair, he kept on
merfngmy by thiring hand gremadeswith bis left hand. Le also d]m_lﬂi
his gun'tesm to mse grenades: Conseguintly, the attack was beaten back
with heavy lusses 1o the anemny. Hig team mfiicted over seven hundred
casualties anid sayved & very vital position from falling into enceny hands.

Naik Sonawane displaved grest courage, determinstion and leadershup,
He was awarded Mahawir Chakya.
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9100419
Subedar
e N Stobdhan, Sonam,

-' MVC (Posth.)

«

Subedar Sonam Stobdhan, son of Shei Tashi Warigial, was born on 3D
March 1928 in village Thikshe, Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir [1e was
crrolled in fammu & Kashmic Militia of the Indian Army on 11 Opteber,
19435

Lhiring the Conflict with China 1962, 14 Jammu & Kashoir Militin was
deployed in the Ladalh sector. Subedar Stobdhan was comemanding the
Inidlan' phat st Chandani.

COrcthe night of 19 Cotaber, the Chinese laurched an attack on this pust
in averwhelmmg numbers with automatic weapons snd mortai Al-
thutigh hesvily outnumbersd and ammed: with inferior weapons, the
Subedar putup a binld fight. Inspired by his leademhip, his men, fighting
t the l=st, inflicted heavy casuaities an Uw enemy.

Subedar Stobdhan made the supremse sacrifice in the service of the
country and was awarded Mahavie Chakra, posthumonsty.
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2850287

Naik

Sugan Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

Nalk Sugan Singh, son of Shri Abgy Singh, Was bomn on 6 March 1942,
ity Nujauir, Rajasthan He was enrofled in 7 Rajpulsta Rifles on 6 March
1961

Puring the Indo-Fak War 1971, 7 Rajputann Rifies was deployed on the
Fastern front. On 9 Dectmber 1971, the baltalion was asked to attack
Mynanati ridge with a viow 1o seeore lodgament lo facilitate the capture
of Mynamati Cantonment. This fidge was a vital link in the: enemy’s
defence system, It was held by one brigade groop 2nd was well defended
by ditches, bunkers and mings. It could .'llm he re-inforced by withdraw-
Ing troops from Chonlper. To prevent remfarcements from Chandpur it
vieats decidedd o Taunich an atkack on Mytiamat ridge imimediately.

The-march fo the abjective started on @ Ok tober. After covering o distance
of 12 by, the assaulting troops reached the forming up place at midnight.
The attack commended at D230 hours from the west, Du:[u;; this attack
Naik Sugan Singh was commanding one of the assailting sections of the
hatialion.

When the ssssultmg troops E'I'psed an the abjective, the enemy mactod
spiritedly and subjected them Lo medium mschine gun and small arms
fivis from Lhe well prepanid posttions, The adwance of this section was this
held wp: Natk Sugan Simgh could not tolerste this affront He boldly
charged the enomy modium machine gan pest to destroy it While athacking
ﬂw enemy, & burst af fire badly hit i on his shoulders. This lelt him

y bleeding. But ha did not give up the sltempt and conwled upl
e enemy binksr. He lobbéd o hund grenade fnto it and killed the two
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deiendirs, Then he crawled towards the second medium machine gun,

Meanwhile the Joss of blood had weakened him and be fell down, Still

he drageed himself upto the bunker and threw a hand grensde inko it
: killing three ocoupants. An explosion killed him at this plice

Maik Sugan Simgh was-awarded Makavir Chakra for Ercﬁptlnnnl bravery
and epurage, posthumously,
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1C-6704
Lt Col

Sukhjit Singh,
MVC

1.4 Gl Sukhiit Singh, s of H H P, Singh, was born on 15 October 1934,
al Bangalore, Karnatakis He was commissioned in the Scinde Horge
(14 Horse) on & June 1954

Thuring the Indo-Pak War 1971, Lt Col Singh commanded the Scinde
Hlorse in the Shakargarh sectdr, His regimunt crossed the intermational
border on fhe hight of B December and was deployed west of Nainakot

O 10 December at 1630 hours, the enemy launched a powerful armour
attack i the regiment under the cover of intenme medium artillery and
heavy murtar fire: The Indians faced the assault with great coutage amil
Lt Col Singh distiguished himself in the ensuing battle. Unmindful of
his safety, he took position in the most threatened soctor and directed his
tanks with great courage and skill: Unmindful of heavy shelling and tank
fire, he gpenesd the cupola of his tank to direct the fire of his tanks
affectively, Due to his inspiring lesdership, the enemy attack was beaten
back without any lass (o the regiment. The enemy lost one tank in this
actior, On 11 Desember 1971, Lt Col Sukhjit Singh Jed an qutflanking
move to teap The enemy tanks at Malakpur. While he moved fram the
aouth of the road Nainakot-Nurkol, one of his squadrons kept the enemy
engaged frontally, During this move his force cameundir heavy medium
arfillery and mortar: fire. The enomy tarks also opensd up from well-
propared positions. However, Lt Col Singh remained completely unruffled.
[Te maintained pressure on the enemy and succeeded in destroying
8 tanks and capluring 1 officer, 2 junior commissioned officers and
2 other ranks.
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Throughout, this action, LU Col Sukhjit Singh displayed exemplay
leadership, outstanding courage and firm determinntion, He was awarded
Malavir Chakra. Tt #8 remarkable that his regiment earped the Battie
Hemour Malakpur for exceptional performance in (his action
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10022-Z

Captain

Swaraj Parkash,
PVSM, MVC, AVSM,

Captain Sward] Parkash, son of Pandit Milkhi Ram, was born on
3 Beptemibar 1923, at Jalandhar Cantt., Punjab. He was commissioned in
the Indiafn.Nn‘lv an 3 September 1943, Bubsequently, he rose to the rank
of Vice Admiral, His distingnished service eamned him AH Vishizht Seva
Medal and Param Vishisht Seva Modal in 1973 and 1978 respochively.

During the Indo-Fak War 1971, Caplain Swaraj Parkash commanded
the Indinn aircraft casriee Vikeani, the nucleus of the naval interdiction
and strike forpe, in the Bay of Dengal. During the hostilitios: this ship
completely dominated the Bay in the most hazardous waters. The enermy
submarines and aircraft mpeatedly trisd to aink or damage it but the
professional kkill and strategic monoeuvres of the commander foiled all
thetr atiempts. He also mounted o ceaseless affensive against the enpmy.
The succesdful air strikes launched from Vikrant hail a devastaling effect
an ports all along, the enemy coast while its supremacy on waters paralysed
the enemy’s miwement on the sea and inland waterways. This near total
blockade of the sea route shattered the morale of the enemy naval force
and expedited its surrender.

Captain Swara| Parkash was awarded Mahavir Chakea for COnspicucus
bravery, leadership and professional skill.




4573 F(P)

Wing Commander
Talwar,

Man Mohan Bir Singh,
MVC

Wing Crmmander Man Mohan Bir fingh Talwar, son of Shel Karta
Singh, was born on | Apetl 1831, st Abbottabad, NWED, now in Fakdatan,
He was commissionetd ag a C.D. (Filpt] in the Tndian Air Foroe on
14 October 1953, He stavted his career as a fighter pilof snd subseguentiy,
ehanged to's bomber pilot. He rose to the rank of Group Captain,

During the Indo-Fak War 1971, Wing Commander Talwar commardie]
n bember squadron, hased at Agra. The squadron wis to altack pre
determined targets ingide snemy eertiory in the event Makdstan attacked
Ingdia. Wing Conumander Talwar divided hiz suadron into groups of four
to five aircraft and allotted each of themn o target Un 3 December 1971,
the enemy airceaft attacked Agra airfield fwice at 2035 hours and 2125
hours but due to the measuress taken by Wing Commander Talwar thess
made negligible impact on ilse rurmway,

The squadron went inte action against the predelermined fargets at
2150 hours on 3 December, Harely an hour after the "Go’ sighall Wing
Commafider Talwar Ted five bombsmy missions agains! heavily deferded
targets such as radars, search lights and fank voncentrations during the
first ten days of the war. He inflicled seyere damage on the I'ak Air Fored
nstallations at Sargodha. In & daylight migsion in the Chhamb srea, in
support of the army, he attacked [our -ensmy gun posidons near the
Munawat Tawi river and effectively silenced trer of them, This facilitated
the advance of Indian troops inva very difficul terrain, Wing Commaonder
Tahwar always pressed home his attacks with determination aned succese.

Wing Commander Lalwar was awarded Mahavir Chakra for displaymg
bald leadership, Bying skill and conspicuous gallaniry
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I1C-14682

Captain

Thapa, Kapil Singh,
MVC (Posth.)

‘Kapil Singh . son of Subsdar Major D.S. Thapa, was barn
i 2 Hmrnni"lzet 1937, in vﬂ]ngb Panditwari, Dohradun, Uttar Pradesh. He
was commissioned o the Jat Regiment on 30 Jume 1963,

Dhurimg the Indo-Fak War 1965, the 3 Jat Battalion opersted in the
Laliore seclor. According ta the brigede-plan the fak wer lo capture
Dlsgrral an 21t September night aftee 13 Punjab had cverrin the enemy
defiences east of Dogran. The battalion assigned different targets: o iis
attacking companies in Dogral, The ‘D' Company was asked to secure a
fonthold on the north-eastern projection of Dogral township.

The company crosstd the start ling at 0139 hours. An'enemy platoon,
entrenched on the east bank of the canal, opposed its advance with intense
maedium machine gun fire. The cnemy shelling also retarded the Indian
gggmsa. At this mge. the dipth Flil-h.'ltm of ‘D' Company under Caphain

position arross a minefisld, which was belching
fire. A finree hatd-to-hand Fight ensued on the bunkers, Captain Thipa
himself engaged the snemy with grenades and bayonets. In spite of heavy
casualties, the platoon seccesafully made to the ohjective. However, Captain
Thapa laid down his life in this grim battle.

Captatn Kapll Singh Thajpa was awarded Mahavir Chakra for displaying
curspicuous: gallantry, determination and lesdership, posthumously,



503081
Naik
Thapa, Mahabir,
MVC (Posth.)

Maik Mahabir Thapa, son of Shri Birlthe, was born on 3 Décembier 1523,
in villape Haralekh, Dallekh, Nepal He was enrolled in3/1 Garkhia Rifles
on 3 December 1942

On UN request, India contributed a brigade to keep peace in dtrife-tomn
Canigo 1 1961, During the opuration Marthor the Inish company at Jardotville
cammie upnidiey heavy attack from fhe hostile Katanga force. On 16 April, two
company groups, ane [rish znd one Gorkha were sent 1o Jidotville 1o
ssigl the beleaguered company. Pot the relieving column met toueh
pesistance af Lufira bridge, 24 ko shott of Jadotville. Meanwhile, ladotville
had fallen to the enemy and the relieving column decided to refreat.
wits ambuched a few kilomeatres shiort of Elizabethville '

On 16 September 1907, Motk Thapa was section commander. of the
rearguard platoom of the reliel foree withdrawing from Lufira bridge. His
pletoon was to prevent the enemy from elosing on the withdrawing firce.
Naik Thapa had been wounded even before he had reached the road
block. But b depleved his section boldly and engaged the enemy with
fire while manoevrng towards the flank of the enemy ambnsh. In the
process ho was seriously wounded by enemy machine gun bullets. Still
e comtinued to lzad his section and enpgaged the enemy. Nafk Thapa's
section withdrew only after every one uf the retreating force had salely
crossed (He ambushed area. Naik Thapa was the ladt man bo leave the
ares Shortly afterwards be succumbed to his injuries.

Natk Mahabir Thapa wis awarded Mahavir Chakra for showing
leadership and eourage of the kighest prder, posthumously.
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2661

Lance Naik
Thapa, Rabi Lal,
MVC (Posth.)

Lanoe Maik Habi Lal Thopa, sun of Shei Budh Singh Thapa, was barn on
6 Nevomber 1923, in village Sagdi, Guimi, Nepal. He was enrolied m
2/1 Gorkha Rifles on 6 November 1940,

During Jommd and Keshmie operations fisnce fighting ook place
between the Pokistani raidess and the Indian Army in Chliamb-Tithwal
aector in the lnter half of 1948, Ever since the loss of [hangar on 18 March
1948, the ensmy maintained & heavy pressure on Indian positions of
Ihangar and Naushahra. But the strong Indian defence made any
penetration Impossible in the area. The skirmithes, however, wenl ah fir
maonths. By September the enemy had becoma miore aggressive in fhangar
aren. The Indians on their part resorted to aggressive patrolling. This led
to many shioel but sharp exchanges between the contending forces.

On 27 September a fighting patrol of the Gorkhas was sent 10 Bhed,
& km wesl of [hangar, B intercept ensmy movement towards Indian
pickets, At Bhod the patrol came under heavy enemy autematic fire from
three direction= The enemy was oecupying all the high ridees in the anea
as also the high geound ahead of the patrol. Al this juncture a secton of
the patral, tinder the commund of Lance Nolk Rabi Lzl Thapa, was holding
the right flank of the feature. He saw that the enemy was trying to encircle
the patrol st » very close range. Thapa knew the grave danger of
encirclenent, He exchanged his sten gun with the sechon bren gunner
and vushesd foeward to attack fhe enemy, He killed theee of them. His swift
action so unnerved the enemy that he fled in disorder. After defeating the
encimy Lance Motk Thaps rejoined his-sector.
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At this stage all sections of the platpon were ardered o pull back and
cccupy-a feature, about 200 metres in the rear. Thapa's section was to
withdraw last, Meanwhile, the enemv fire grew inlense. Fregh
reinforeements had made them more apgressive. Senaing the danger of
baing cut off by the enemy Thapa ordered his section to withdraw. Bu
e chwme & different course for himself. He stood like a rck hefore the
alvancing enemy fu endble his comrades to withdraw safely. e kept on
firing 1l ke was killed by the enemy.

His utter disregard for personal safety set a unique example befare his
romrades. Lance Nalk Rabt Lal Thapa was awarded Mahavir Chakra,
posthumousty,




5733537

Naik

Thapa, Rabi Lal,
MVC

Wik Rabi Lal Thapa, son of Shri Tula Ram Tha wis borm om
30 Dicomber 1925, in village Orlani, 4000 Parvat, Nepal. He was enrolled
in 8 Gorkha Rifles vn 30 December 1943, Subsequently, he tase fo the rank
of Nail Hubedar.

Puring the Conflict with China 1962, Chince: aiminid at the captuss of
Chushial sirfield, whick was the Tifiling 1o the Tndian forces in the aren.
1/8 Gorklia Rifles was deplovid in Chushul area to poevent this. Gae of
its outposts at Sirfjap was manned by the 'C' Company. On 21 Ortuber
162, e Chinmes subjected this outpest i heavy artillery and mortar fire.
This damaged the erdy wireluss get of the platoon and consequently all
contaet with the base was lost

Ntk Thapa who was commanding an adjacent prsl. voluitesred togo
to Sirijap pest i p storm boal o reconnaitre and bring back the labest
situation report. When he was about 1000 metnes shiort of the Sirjsp post,
the enemy spotted him and firsd at his boat from three dirsciions. In
cimplite disregard of his own safety, he carried on, Thengh the boat was
badly damaged in the frmg he managed to come brack with the latest
information. The same evenirg whin another post was thrsatuned by the
engmny, Niiik Thapa voluntiured tn undertake the evacuation of this post,
at grave rigk o his lfe. While roturning from the mizsion both his boats
came under enemy fite and one of them sank. Nalk Thapa went it the
restue of the drowning persors and saved their Tives,

Lance Naik Rabi Lal Thapy displayed courage and devotion to duty of
a high order and was awarded Mahavir Chakra.
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IC-10631

Lt Col

Thapa, Sher Jung,
MVC

3 '&'SH
R{ M
Lt Cool Sher Jutig Thapa, son of Honorary Caplain Aran Thapa, was bam
on 18 June 1908, 8t Abbotabad, now in Pakiston: He was commissioned
méf&K In.fnurry J& K Biate Foroe; on I3 Augusi 1930, [Te got permanent
regrulisr commission in the Indian Army on | January 1957, He later rose
tr the rank of HBrigadier. Earlier his grandfather Subedar En.!l-.lﬁha.:‘l Thapa,

Sardar Baharur, OB, 105M, and his father, Honorary Captain Aran
Thapa, had also setvied the Indian Army with distiriction.

[n 1947, Skarchu, & town on the gauthern bank of the Indus, wos a tehsil
headquarters in Ladakh districe of Jammu and Kashmir State. It was an
important tink Lo the Ll:'fllﬂunhﬂﬂmt syslem of the nertvemn region of the
State.

The coup at Gilgit engineered at the behest of Pakistani agents. greatly
compromised the security of Skandu. On 21 November 1947 Lt Cull Thopa
was ordéred to move to Skardu with as many truops s coilid be spared
from Leh and Kargdl, Thapa reached Skardu pogt on 24 November with
two officets, two JCOs nﬂ.‘i 75 mon. He immediately establisheel two
platocn posts, about 30 ken down the river from Skardn, to prevent sny
hestile advance on the town, On |1 February 1945, reinforcements mised
the strength of his contingent to 161

The raidiers, 600 strong. steuck on 'S Febraary in the night. One outpost
held by the Sikhs was easily captuned and treops there were completely
ammihilated, The other outpost went over to the enemy without resistance.
Thus two vital outposts were wiped out at the dead of might while Skiardu
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lay isleep; On the moming of 11 February the Skardu garrison was
surprised by the enemy, Soldiers rushed to thelr posts an the walls of the
fort. After a six-hour battle the enemy retreatesd, leaving behind ten dead,
gne wounded and some armé and ammunition. The garrson saffeted
suven uther railkes killed, and one officer and 15 other ranks wounded. 3()
soldiers broke away and |joined the enomy. On 13 and 15 February
reinforcements armived and the strength of the garison incressed to 285
mEen.

The raiders came again on Hih night. They occupied 2 high hill teature
behingd thi fort ond from there directed harazsing fire into the fort, To put
o stop to engmy forays, Lt Col Thapa organised fighting patrols to search
and &1l the enemy in the countryside. On 14 March, an enemy pairol wis
suecessfully ambushed by 2 fghting patrol.

An effurt 1o peinforce Skardu failed when one pompany o the State
Force was ambushed by the raiders on 17 March 1948, Meanwhile, the
raiclers, now strengthened with the looted armis and ammimition, shepped
up their pressure on the Skardu garrison, On 23 March, they mounted un
attack supported by heavy fine Fighting continued for the whale-day and
the garrison suffered 6 casualties, including two kalled. Battle continued
for many mere days. The hostiles launched another assault againat the
fomt om 7 April 1945, butfell back on 10th, weakened by momrsting mﬂnﬁﬂﬁ

In April 1948, in response to Lt Cul Thapa's call for remtorcernerits,
telief ¢olumris were despatched Tor Skardu. None could make it 1o the
destinastion. The raiders out-flanked thest colummns and captured Kargil
and Drason L0 May, Th Indian eolumns suffered heavily in the ambnihes
All these goings greatly encatiraged the besiegere of Skardu.

O 16 May, General Thimuyya nsked Lt Col Thapa tocbreak out from
Skardw This was, however, considered impracticable as the garrison Wnﬁ
o weak to effect a breakthrough. Furthor, there were

mm}" y
neluding women, old, sick and wounded, who could not be left bElnn:l

at the inerey of the enemy. The Ceneral, theretore, allowad the Colonel
o comtirie his lote Battle. The meagrs IAF support grranged in June and
Tuly also proved of litthe help to the garrisen,

Thit strenpth af the garrlson gradually weakenad. 90 pericent of the
mer badl beenme sick due to malnutrition and oversworke By Hw middle
of July, the tation in the fort was reduced to 2 "chilpaties” per man per
dav, On 9 August the enemy mounted an attack using howitzers, The
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atiack was repeated on the 10th, On 12 Aungust, 200 raiders made an
assault on a picket. The battle mged for full jour hours. After = hani -t
hand fight rﬁp attack was mpulsad, inflicting heavy casualties on the
emeny. This was Thaps's last success. As battle could not b comtinuged
further, on 13 August the heross of Skardu slipped out oF the furd n sl
batches, On 14 August Skardu capitulated. This brought arrend o the shx
manths ald herote defence of Skardu,

Throughout this siegs, Lt CAl Thapa displayed autstanding leadership
e was awarded Mahavir Chakea for corsplounus gillantry and leadership
in the face of the enemy,



JC-7526
Subedar

Thapa, Tika Bahadur,
MVC (Posth.)

Sitbedar Tika Bahadur Thapa, sonoof Shr Maniraltng I hapa, was barn on
26 November 1935, in village Thapak, Gulmi, Nepal. He wis enrolled in
4/ Corkha Rifics on 20 MWovember 192

During the Indo-Palk War 1965, Subedar Thapa was sepuiyd in commanyd
with » edmparsy of 4/8 Gorlda Rifles in Jatnmn and Kashmir sector. After
the ceasesfire seme Paldstani tromps summeptitiously infiltrated inte Indian
werritary and estabilished pickets there, The task to evict these:intreders
was entrusted 10 4/8 Gorkha Rifles. The Commanding Cifcer directerd
Gubwear Thapa's company fo aftack the enemy pickets amed evict the
intruders.

On 30 Seplember, the company quitkly captured the firat objective and
i ariced towalds the seeand. At this sage the company comaander was
wounded and Subedar Thapa took oven commandl, He made a fiewo
attack on fhe seeomd ohjective and captured (b sftér o bittor struggle. It
enemy was dislodged.

Ths Palistanis launched fierce eminter-atiacks to regain lost positivrs-
These attacks were supported by heavy artillecy fire. During these
epcounters, Thapa displayed cormmendable leadership. Turing an
pncoiniér, when the communication with the aptillery got soo d, he
brouzht o mertar from another position andl flred it single-haidad. In the
process he was seriously wounded, But deepite grave injuries he kepton
directing the fire on the enemy till the last

Subiedar Tila Bahadur Thapa was henoured with the Mahavic Chakra
i exceptional courage and leadersiip, povfhumously.
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1C-4321

Brigadier
Theogaraj,
Thomas Krishnan,
MVC

Brigadier Thomas Krishnon Theogara), son of Sbri James Theogara), was
bierm om 12 Nuvember 1919, at Palgm Cottah, Tiranebvalli, Tamil Nadu,
He was commissined in the Armoured Corps an | June 1942, His brothes
ancl bwr cousing also served n the Indian Army. He fooght |n Burma
during World War [1 and was Mintioned-in-Despalclios.

Puring the Indo-Pak War 1971, Brigadier Theogarsj commanded
2 Indupendent Armoursd Brigade. [t wos stationed 2l Patiala in  state
of imimedliate reddiness for the impending war, It was shoved to Bunidala
on 5 September to take on the enemy forces in Khiem Karen and Bedian
drea,

COn 8 Septemiber, Pakiztani roops fiunched a major offensive o the
Ehem Karan arca. The intention of the enemy was to pierce through the
Indian defences with the help of the Patton tanks Tho Patton anks
overran the forward defended localities and attempted o encirchy Indian
forees. At [his critical juncture Brigadier Theqgaraf was ordered to stop
the enemy’s advance and prevent the encirclement of Indian troops. He
immediately moved his brigade and deployved his tanks so effectively that
all determined attacks of fe enemy were beaten back,

After halting the initial ynemy thrust, Brigadier Theogamj deployed his
origaile in such a marmer that enemy armour could be drawn intp the
grotmd of his chosing, He made the axis Khem Karan-Bhikiwind the
ackbore of his defence by deploying the Conturions alone it Thé AMXs
protected the Hlanks todraw enemy armotr info the selected killing pround.
I this mannes he deew the encony armaoyr into & virtual death tap,
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In this batlle over 44 enemy Patlon and Chattee tanks were destroyed
or caplured, Thus two Patton Regiments of the enemy were nearly wiped
out. The enemy was forced (o withdraw and he never sthempited & majos
thrust dgainst our didences In this soctor agaim.

Brigadier | hepgara) was decorated with Maheavir Chakra for remarkable
courage, Wadership and determination




IC-11137

Lieutenant

Trehan, Ved Prakash,
MVC (Posth.)

Livutenant Ved Prakash Trehan, som of Sri Rup Lal Trehan, was bor un
14 December 1947, at Gurdaspur, Puniak. He. was commisuioned b the
Kajputana Rifles on 14 Desember 1058

4 Hajputana Mifles was despatched b the Congs in March 1962, as part
pf the Indian contingent to serve under-the LN fores; O ™ Decomb=sr
1982, the bhattalion was asled to attogk an imprartant roaid junction In
Hlisshethwille which endangered secunity of the amfiold nearby. I was
held in gond strength by the hostiles. Listtenent Trebn weat direcled to
lzad a patrol to lpcate the enemy, positions and to mislesd the enemy
abunit the direction of the attack,

Ot 29 December 1962, | sutenant Trehan pusked forward with his
patrol through dense jungle and rached sbout 100 metres from the enemy
trenches. Here he came under intense mathine gun and rifle fire. Trymg
to manoeuvre to the nght fank, the putrol encountered hesvy fre in that
direction ulso, The encirclement of the patcol was near complete. Seekins
a breakdhrough, he eharged the enem ¥ positions with determination and
timighed them, He extricated the potrol and fulfillicl the task asstened to
him. He was mortally wounded in this bald action

Listtenant Ved Prakash Trohan earned Mahavir Chakra fur ot
devotion b duty, posthumonsty.
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9100075
Jemadar

Tundup, Ishe,
MVC (Posth.)

Jemadar Ishe Tundup, son uf Shri C Paljore, was bern on 51 March 1910,
at Tedy, Jammu and Kashmir He was enrolled in the Jammu and Kashmir
Militia oo 18 June 1945

{narinue (he Conflict with Ching 1962, 7 Jamug and Kashmir Iolifitm wis
doployed in the Ladakh sector. femndar Tshe Tundup was holding a
defensive post at Changla, O the murning nf 27 Octobler 1962, the Clbminss
heavily shellpd and attacked this post in large numbers. |ed by femadar
Tundup the men at the pust fought ta the lust man, The post was finally
averrun by the Chinese attkers, But the onemy could fake the post only
after Jemadat Tundup had been killed m sstion.

For displaying leadership, covrage and devotion to duty of a high
order, lematlar lehe Tundup wis awandecd Mahovir Chaken, poathurmously.
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1C-13056

Major

Tyagi, Asa Ram,
MVC (Posth.)

Major Ass Rem Tyagl, son of Shri Saguwa Singh Tyagh was horm on
2 Jamuary 1939, in village Fatchpur, Meerot, Uttar 'radesh. He was
commissioned in the Jit Regiment on 17 December 1961

During the Indo-Pak War 1965, 3 Jat was allotted the tisk of capraring
Dogralin the sevond phase of the attack, The battabon entrustes diffeneat
objectives of Dograi to its attecking commpanics: The ‘A’ Company led by
Major Tyagi was anhied {0 capture the esstern edge of the Dugral township
This area was well defended by the onemy-with pill-boxes, recallless gurs
and a troop of tanks, The enemy held the arca firmly with ons company.

On the night of 21 September 18965, Major I'yngl advanced on the
objective leading the forward-most piatoon of his company. No sooner
hid he et the fm‘:rrl.hnl up pluce thal lwa bullets hil him-on the tight
shoulder. Ignoring the imjury he pr&um:{ on. I they process le was again
hit by a buillet. Despite grave injuries he pressed on aganst the enemy
tanks, hurled grenades on their crew and captueed two tanks intact. in
the severs hand-to-hand Hght thal followed Major Tyagh himself shot and
bayunetted a Pakistanl Major. This gallant officer eontinued o leail his
triwps 4l he recvived two more bullet wounds and foll uncenscous:
Inepirsd by thee commander his men fought gallantly =nd captured the
objective.

Major Tyagi was awarded Mahavir Chakea, for exceptional eourage
leades=hip and devotion to duly, pesthumousiy.
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1C-4868
Colonel
Udai Singh,
MVC

Colomel Udai Singh, som of Sk Khet Singh, was borm on 13 January 1929,
invillnge Garha, Jodhpur, Kajasihan. He was commiskioned in & Gotkhy
Rifles, on 4 June 1950. Subsequently, ke rose to the rank of Brigadier, His
father had also:served in the Jodhpur State Force.

During the Indo-Pak War 1971, Cal Udai Singh commanided a force
camprising three compunies of the Ladakh Scouts and a section aach of
murtars and edium machine guns. 1e wae asbad o czpture the aea
hetween: Chalunka and Turtok in Kargil sector 1t involved lemg night
marhes, with man-pack and animal transparl, in subszero tempesature it
altitudey upto 5500 metres through an anreconneitted area,

Col Uidai Singh plirmed the oheration fnmietelous ditai] and executed]
it with professtonal eompetenis. He completely oul-manoemvrod a strog
enemy force and nflicted heavy carualties onil Hi ulﬁ:'ﬁpmmﬂ o larpe
number of prisoners and # lasge quantity of arms:and efuiptment, all &
very lttle loss to him. Dvspite deficlent enmmunication and artillery
fuppirt, he pressed home hls attack against wellentrenched encmy
positions. Abter bitter fighting and often at the poinl of the bayvanet, 2
numbar of posts were captured. Cansequently, Turtok and considerable
anea heyond i, were brought under control. Thrnughout this operation
Césl Ueliat Singh remaimed |n il forefront, sharing all the discomforts and
clunyers with his troogpis

Thraughout this operation, which Insted for sleven days, Cul Singh
displayed conspicumus gallentry and cutstanding leadership for which e
was awzrdiod Mahavir Chakra
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TA-219

Brigadier

Usman, Mohamad,
MVC (Posth.)

Brigadier M, Usman, sun of Shri Ml.ﬁtd Faroog, was bom on 15 July 1912,
in village Man, Azampach, Ullar Pracdesh. He was commissioned in the
Balich Refimint os | February 1934 '

During the Jammu and Kashmie oporations the trnbal invaders,
enconraged by their success ot Jhangar, laid a siego of Naudhahog in
December 1947, 1L was then being held by 50 Para Brigade under the
command of Brigadier Usmon The Brigadier organissdl the defence of this
strategic aren and kept up the morale of his troeps and the civil population
in a very desparade sibughon

On & Febrdary 1948, & 10000 shtnﬁ:l]hﬂi? foree attacked his defenaive
position bom all sides nine times. When the grim battls was gaing on,
Hhe situntion in Tangdhar ares became extraimely criticil Dispite the fact
that the areg around his beadguarters was undier enemy fire. Brigaidivr
Usmian dispatched his sinall reserve to save te situation there, Fncouraged
by his leadership, the men drove home 3 counter-attack and Naushohm
was saved. Tho eramy Iost about 2,000 dead in this battle.

In Maech 1948, Brigadier Usman again led his brigade with great skil)
and determinalinn. In spite of tough enemy opposition; inclement
weather, and difficult terrain, Jhangar was recaptured by Indians, The
enemy, however, maintained presure on our pesitions by continuous
firing, Brigadier Usman taok elfective countiés mebsurey fo comtain the
enemy shelling. On 3 July 1948, when he was entering i bunker ifter
nentralising an encmy nbservation pest, one 25-pounder <hel| killed him
an the spod,
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Thedefince of Naushahra is considered as one of the memorable victories
nf the Indian Army. On not many gecasions so much has heen achimeed
by 80 small a foree Brigadier Usman was awanded Mahavic Chakea, for
this supreme sacrifice. posthumously



1C-1701

Brigadier

Vaidya,

Arun Shridhar,
MVC & Bar, AVSM

Brigadhier Arun Shridhar Vaidya, son of Shr S8, Vaidya, was bom on 27
January 1926, in Bombay, Miaharashira e was cominissioned in the
Roval Pecran Harse on 20 January 1945, He eamad s Mabkavir Chiakra in
the Indi-Fak War'1985. Hix commendsble rale in opomtions in NEFA and
Mugalung eamed him the AVEM m 1969, In the Tndo-Pak War 1971 bhe
was awardied Har to Mahavir Chakm. Subsequently, he rose o the rank
ol General and became Chief of Staff, Indian Army In 1863, While leading
a retied life at Pune, he was killed by tervorists in 1986 '

Daring the Indo-Pak War 1965, Lt Col Vaidya cormmmunidig the Deccan
Herse in Khem Karan sector. He fought a series of tank bmitles in Asal

Uttar-Cheemi amea from & September to 11 Ssprembive 1963, (a Blunt (he

enviny ol fensive In these encouriers he organised bis umit with exceptitinal
ability and inflicted heavy cagusitier on the eremy Patlon tanks| Unmindfu]
ol his personal safefy he moved among the tropps in the thick of the battle,
encouraging them to fght. He wae thus instrumenta! in stemming the
enemy armour thrukt in this geclor, The dash and initiative shown By him
in this battle eamed him the Mahavir Chilken.

drigadier Vaidya was awarded Har to MVC during the Indo-Pak War
1971, During this war he commanded 16 Independent Anmoared Drigade
in Zatarwal sector on the Western front. He dashed forward with hie
Brigade to break the snemy tank resistance, He boldly and aggressivaly
emploved his tanks to enable the Indian division b maindain iis momentom:
of advance. In the battle of Chalken and Tiahira the going was difficzlt as
the-enemy had laid deep mine. The terrain was alsa unfavourable for the
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advznee of karilc and heavy armoir Brigadier Vaidys lvdl hid brigade in
a ool and confident mannie dnd erossed the mine nfested arbe safely,
Hee then deployed his tanls fn meet the enemy counter-atticks sthectively.
Corseypuenty, the enemy wis disfeated fnthe battios of Chakea and Dahira
He pensfrated about 20 kilomptres {nhoe enemy tettitory.

In the batile of Basantar he agamn displayed superh profisszional <kill
and leadership in pushing his tanks through one of the deepast mine-
fields. He deployed them efficiently to axpand the bridge-head on fhe
Bofantar river, The enemy counter-attacked thisse positions in strength
and with determination. But he was no matell la the escallent leadership
of Brigadier Vaidya, His brigade destroved 62 cremy tarke. Fow enethy
tanks eould manage to escape from the battlefield.

Urigadier Viidyis was awarded Bar to Mahavir Chakea for displaying
outstanding courage. profesalonal eompretence and Teadership,



4584 F(P)

Wing Commander
Vashisht,

Vidya Bhushan,
MVC

Wg Cdr Vidya Bhushan Vashisht, son of Shri HN, Vashisht. was born
on: 24 Septemiber 1931, a1 Wazirabad, now in Pakistan, He way
cummisstoned 10 thie Indian Alr Force on 14 Octalbwe 1953, In 1973 he was
awarded Viyu Sena Medil for bz cutstanding work In the fizld of
maintenance and pedormance, Subseguently, he rose 1o the rank of Ai-
Viee Marshal

Puring the Indo-Pak War 1971, Wg Cdr Vashish: commanded
#4 Saquadron of the Idian Alr Foree on the Western front. The squadion
oomprising 12 aircrall; was put onan offensive role. On 3 DecembBer whied
the Pak launched air attacks on India, Wg Cdr Vashisht led a group of
heavy bumbats t0 a2l ables the enemy’s fuel and ammunitian dymp at
Chings Manga forest. This dump was well protecied by anbi-sircrait
puns. The commanderskilfully manosuvrad the bombers, evaded the fire,
attacked the target, and cauned considerable-damaye to it The activio vwas
vepeater] on 4 Decamber night.

Uin 3 Decembir 1971, Wy Cde Vaghicht wad called upon to lead «
formation of bombers an Haji Pic Pasa. Haji Fir, in the Pak Oeccuplied
kaghmir, is a high hill feature surrounded by mountaine on all sides.
Flying and leading the formation at a very low level, in this mountainous:
lettain, against well defonded tagats, demanded high skill and cournge
Wiz Cir Vashisht lacked nelther. Despite hiavy ground fire he presned
nome he attack suncessfully. Wg Cdr Vashisht led many more fakdy o
well detended stritegic positions, inside enemy ferritory, Neither heavy
ground e noy the enemy fighters could deter him from his mission, He
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led {hese talds insuch an efficicnl monner thatnot 2 single Indian bomber
wiis losl.

Wi Cdr Vaahishi wits honoured with Mabavie Chakea for displaying
exceptional skill, courage and leadership, o




I1C-5096

Lt Col

Venugopal, Chitoor,
MVC

Lt Col Chitonr Venugtpal, son of Shrl €. Chimna Swaml, was b on
14 Nigvember 1927, at Tirugall, Andhra Pradesh, He wan commissioned
in Corkha Kifles an 10 December 1950, Subsequently, he rose to fhe rank
of Mujor General,

Puring the Indo-Pak War 1971, Lt Col Venugopal commanded
5/1 Gawkha Rifles in Jessare seclor on the Fasteen fronk. His battalioh was
assigned the ask bf capturing Darsaria and Uthili area. T he area was well
protected by the ersermny with & series of concrete pill boxus, interconnected
by elaborate commumication treeou e

Lt Col Venugopal dirccted attack an the enemy position with gredl
speed andd skill. The attack commenced ot 1500 hours on 4 December,
Indian takks and artillory systemstically fined sl the front hine bunkers ot
the-enemy from north to south. Standing out in the open unminediul of
his safety, Lt Col Venugopal calmly directed this fire. Finally, e Dl thee
attack om thy cbjective: Flis men, an inspired Inl, ware crowned with
victory. In this batlle the battalion suffered 7 kllied and 19 wonndad. Tl
enemy suffered 32 killed. After the ceplure of Darsana snd Lthali, the
hattalion chasad the withdrawing enemy, givimg him no Tespite to regrou i,
til] Thenida was captured three days later.

For his bravery and davolian to duty T8 Col Venugopal was awarded
Muhavir Chakrs.
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IC-656

Lt Col

Virk, Harbans Singh,
MVC, DSO

Lt Col Hattrans Singh Vivk, was bom on 15 Aupmst 1912, in Sheikhupurs,
now in Pakistan He wis cotmmissioned in thi: Maritha Light Infantry
on 4 Augost 194 Ile had been awarded DS during the Secnnd
World War

Dhuring Jamimu snd Kashmir aperations in Jenwary 1948, Naushahra
sector wan the svene of bittsr lighting belween fhe Indian forces and Hhe
Paldstan| riders. It was-also the Hme whan the rsidens were very active
and (he gartpon at Nowshahr was under a real theeat, The well dug-in
posttions of the enemy along the villages of Manpur and Bainan greatly
added to (his threst,

Lt Cal Yirk commanded 3 (Mara) Maratha Light Fntantry d1.11-'irng this
atlle of Naushahea, lle Jod strong ﬂﬁ;ﬁﬂng patrols agaimnst the =nemy
strangholds, Heavy casualties did npt deter himefrom, Lis miiesivin and he
retimed only after thmahing the enemmy seyverelyt. He inspired confidence

and cousage neit only In his men but also in his serior afficars.

L Col Virk was very exact in lis tactical spplecistion and, thereiore.
his attacks on enemy positions alwavs proved successful. The famits
Ballled of “Kama Gosh Galla®, turmed the tde in favour-of Indiame and
s=vid the Naushahed garrison,

Fharing the battle of | ferdan Ridge, when the Marathas siffered o
than fifty casuslties in Jess than fwo miniies, b displaved grent couruge
Whins an atemy victory bevame mminent be conduched 8 soocessful
withdrawal.



His most notable achievement was the recapture of fhangar. Dhsring
the advimnce on lhangsr thetuattalion was held up for one day ata formidable
teature called Fir Thil Nbka. In the fierce fight that enyued, the Maratha
battalion suffored heavy casunlties including two officerd Undelorral
Lt Cal Virk planned a fresh attack next day, At dawn the assault went
ot No obstacle could stand before him, not even, the heavy barrage uf
enem ¥ d«dnch mortar and small arme fire, The obijtctive was captured,
Early naixt morming the follow up sction bégan. The spemy got np chinee
t recover and Thangar was captured the same day al 1335 hours. From
hangar he led his men forward and captured the hill fsutare coveting the
valley,

Lt Col Virk was awarded Mahavir Chakra for his lepdership, valour
and dovotion lo duty.




IC-6121

Lt Col

Vohra, Raj Mohan,
MVC

Lt Col Raj Mohan Volis, sun of Shri Bakhshi Sant Rath, was bain on
7 May 132 at Shumla, Himachal Pradesh: He was commiissdoned in the
Séinde Horse (14 Hors) un 28 December 1952, Subsequently, he rose to
the =ik of Brigadicr. His four brothess have also served the Indian
armaured eorps with distinclion. During theTndo-ak War 1965, he fought
in unjab sectar, '

During Indo-Pak War 1971, 1t Col Vohra commanded the 4 Horse i
Shakargath zeclor, The regiment, spearheading the advance of 34 Infantry:
Division, commencing on § Ducember, captured many vital positions
inchading Chakre ard Dahira: These positions were well protected by Lhe
enemy with fanks, missiles and minefields. In the battle of Basantar river
Hie enemy put up shiff reststance and brought down heavy fire on Indisn
tipaps frm RCT s, cobes miselles and medium machine guns. But pnder
the lesdesship af Lt Col Vohra, 4 Horse ovireame all oppasition In the
process it also destroyed 27 enemy tarks. During this engagement, 11 Cal
Vohramoved from ome forward pogition o another, completely unmind ful
ot his persorm] safety. He thus inspired his men to fight with courage and
determination

Lt Col Vohra viras awarded Mahovir Chakra for canspicuypus willantry
anif lendership.

an




IC - 544864

Assistant Commandant
Wadhwa,

] Ram Krishna,

;:.‘,:r’ "._ _ - = MVC (Posth.)

i - ',1__
\ .
L -

Asgistan Commandant B Krlghng Wadhawea, son af She DUC Wadhiwes,
was born cn 10 November 19400, at Jalatidhar, Punjab. Howas commissionied
in the Regimen! of Artilfery on 2 February 1904 Affer his relpase Bom
the Army in 1968, he jomed the Border Security Posce

During the [ndo-Pak War 1971, Aszigtant Commandant Wadhwa's unit
was dioployed In Raja Mohtam area on the Westorn front On 5 December
1971, the BSF picket al Rajn Mohtam was altacked and occupied by the
enemy despite the stiff resistance of the defenders. The recovery of this
pickel was conaideted esential and the task was entrsited to Assistant
Commandant Waithwa,

Asgistant Cormmandant Wadhwa, with two platoons under his
caommpand, quickly moved to the forming up place, braving the enemy
shelling and machine gon fire The enemy was well entrenched and
halding the position in goed strenpth. Despite the digparity in pumbers
he attacked the enemy with determination, The enemy directed fire an his
platoons from 2l sides arid itappeared that the BSF attack would fail. But
Wadhwa was niot prepared for any kind of fallure. With utter disregard
fur his personal safety, he lec his troops gallantly through heavily mined
arehs, under intense and accurate fise Flis courage inspired the men lo
cloge in on the enemy and capture the objective.

The enemy did not reconcile to this defeat He lnunched a counter-
attack an 10 December with 2 muoch large forcey undler cover of jntense
artillery and mortar fire. Wadbwa faced the attack baldly, With utter
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disregarc o his personal safety he moved from trench to trench encouraging
his men 1o give a spirited reply to the enemy. Thus inspired, his-men
fought mllanty and inflicted hesvy losses on the enemy. While moving
among his men under infense shelling he was martally wounded,

Assistant Commandant Wadhwa was awarded Mahaviy Chalos for
displaying exemplary courage, leadership and devolion to:duty,
posthumously.
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1C-23473

Captain

Walkar,

Shankar Shankhapan,
MVC (Posth.)

Captain Shankar Shamkhapan Walkir, son ul Shul Sankharam Kheu
Walkar, was barn on & March 1943, st Kadgaon, Maohrisshira. He was
commisitomd in the Madras Regiment-on 15 fune 19645,

Draring fhe Indo-Pak War 1971, Caplain Walkar served with 18 Madras
i Rajasthan sector, The battallon advanged en Gadea-Chhadero axds, Tt
captured Gadra city an 4th December and rebched Hingore Tar on
16 December, oviercomiing il thieeneimy resistanoe on the way. The enammy
weas wiell entrenched in this area and the battalion encountered vory hoavy
shelling, Captain Walkar gesteel upt 1o met Lhis challenge. [Hsregarding
his personal safety, he went to #ach company position lo coondinale the
defensive fre tesks. In the procvds he was twice hit by splinters anid
sustained Injustes. Dut he refused to be evacuabel

Hepvy enomy sholling continued during the night and early morning.
This was lollowed by an assault on the company pesition. The ferocily
nl attack farced A" and "B Companies w0 fall back leaving the battalicn
headqariens and the mortar Frl.}t:mn exposed to the sriemy. The dituation
wis [ndecd precarious as noartidlery suppost was fortheoming. The mortar
phatowm met thi encmy challenge under the inspiring leadership of Captain
Walkar. The injured Captain stk to his job, dirccted the mortar fire
accurately and infliciéd heavy casualtiss on the #nemy. In this defending
aclicn he shot at least four enemy soldiers. Bul hie was alse wourided
fatally during this attack. In this action besides the brave Captain, the
battalion suffered 2 junior commissioned officers and 15 other sanks killed




and 3 officers, 2 jundor commissiomed officers and 8 ofher ranks missing,
believed killed

For displaying conspicuous gallantry, inspiring leadership and
exrmplary devobion to duty, Cantaln Walkar wes decorated with Mabavie
Chakra, posthumously,

ard




IC-3940

Brigadier

Whig, Mohindar Lal,
MVC

Brigadier Mohindnr La| Whig, son of Bai Sahib Sardari Lal Whig, was
bomm on |0 Decenther 1925, at Amritsar, Pupjuls. He was commmissioned
iy 5 Gorkha Rifles on 12 September 1948 He fought in the Inde-Pak Wi
tof 1965 and his ramie was Mentioned-ireDespatches, He trekked extensively
and sealed oot heights, The United Servives Institution, New Delhi
awsrded him the MacCropor Memarial (Silver) Medal for ki exploration
report on Mupal. His three brothers have also served In the Indian Army.
His san is also ferving with the Tndian Avmy.

During the Tndi-Pak War 1971, Prig Whig commuandid 121 Indep
Tnfantry Brigade Group in Kargil sector, Jammu and Kashmir. | Tis brigade
whs to capture the enemy posts overiooking Kargil aml advance on 0
‘Olthing Thang'. The posls above Kargll were located st a dominiling
heighit of about 3650 metres with temperature twenty degroes below zero,
These were farthur profecied by wire phstacies amd mines

Brig Whig planned and execuled the operation with professional
competence. Te led his troops with determination in very Inclement
wienther. Selting a fing 2eample of leadership he inspived them to hirsue
the enemy shelling and small soms fire Consequently, within a short
perind of ten days they captured thirty six posts, inflicting heavy msmiltics
on theenemy. A larze auantity ol arms and ammunihion was also capiured
by Hrem.

Iy reccignition of Lis conspicuons gallantry and outstanding leadesship,
Brigadier Whig was decozated with Mahavir Chakra.
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00101-B

Commander

Yadav, Babru Bahan,
MVC

Commander Babra Bzhan Yadav, son of Major Bhagwan Singh, was borm
an 14 September 1928, in village Bhamawas, Curgaon, Haryana. He was
commissianed In the Wdian Navy on 1 January 195, Subsegueatly, be
rase to the fank of Commiodore

Puniny the Indo-lak War 1071, Commander Yaday was commanding
& Missile Boal Squadegn. This squadron formed a pari of the task group
ol the Western Fleet, deployed in the Western waters. After the Pakistani
presmphive air strille an Indian dirflelds, this Tagk Group was directsd
tiy carry out an offensive smwveep, an the cnomy csast off Karachl, on th
night of & [ecember 1872

Thils area was well protected by the Pak air force, army and navy. Any
venture into this well defended area reguired extraoedinary skill,
Hetermination and courage Notwithstanding the toeat of the enemy air,
surtace and submarine attck, he lod his squadron diep ioto the EneITy
waters and encountered: two groups of linge enemy warships: Despite
heavy guntire from the enemv destropers and at great risk to his ships
and persamal, he led his squadron towards the enemy in a swift and
determingd dttack: As s mesull of his manosivee twe ensmy 'S
and one mine sweeper were sunk Probably the enemy lost some more
ghips in this attack

Tor displaving exceptional courage, leadérship and beavery Commandes
Yadav was hénomid with Mahovie Chalera.
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TA-946

Brigadier
Yadunath Singh,
MVC

Brigacher Yadunath Singh, son of Colanel Girdhari Singh, was barn on
11 February 1907, in Rajasthan. |le was commissioned in the £ Kumaon
Regiment on 30 August 1928, He rose to the rank pf Major Genoral

Puring Jammu and Kashmir operationg, aller the Tnidians cinched 2
victory at Naushahira on 6 February 1948, the stage was sel for the recapiure
of Jhangear, By 3 March 1948, JTammu and Kashimie force bad secured vital
features in the arez and was well set to advance on Jhansar In this
cperation, code named Vijay', 19 Infantry liigade was aiked to opesate
irt the hilla-nocth of the road towards [hangar In & very inclement weathr.
(wing to heavy raine the fvars and millahs were n full spate. The
breachied roads had made movemontextremely difficulr, if not impossibla.
The eremy resistance made it all the mare inconyenient.

Al this extremely awkward turmim the battle seeni, Arigadier Yadunath
Sitgh ¢rossed over the JTambir Mullah, which was then s raging lorrent,
at the head of the leading battalion. The feat was accamplished in the face
of eneany fine. An important bridge-head was thus established, But for the
dash of Arigadier Singh, the Indian advance to Jhangarwould hoye suffered
considerably, The delay would have given the encimy Hme to onganise
betier registince resulting in more casualties to the Indians

In April 1948, 19 Brigade was engaged in operations for the recapture
of Rajauri. Brigadier Singhy, in spite of 5 sprained anlkde. constantly moved
b ericourage his men who wete in the thick of the battle. He displayed
extravrdinary leadership during the battle of Barwall Ridge, one of
the toughest actiony tought during Jamen and Kashmir operations. (n
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17 Jame 1948, Brigadier Singh effected 3 link up with a battalion column
from: Punch, Durbog the link-ip operation the snemy auffered heavy
casmalties. (On 02 Seplember 1948, his men captuted Thanamandi after
tactical battle.

Brigadicr Yadunath Singh’s outstanding leadership was instrumental
in making the operations of his brigade A success He was awanded
Mahavir Chakra for eceptional leadership. '




Award Winners

Service, Corps and Regimenl
AIR FORCE
Yeur lagr

PVC
Sekhon, FO Nirmal Jit Singh 1971 i |
MYC
Baneryi, Sqn Ldr Madhavendna 1971 e
Benegal, Wg Cdr Ramesh Sakhram 1971 109
Bhardwaj, Sgn Ledr Ravindder Nath 1571 112
Chandan Singh, Gp Caprt 1871 128
D'Casta; Wi Cdr Allan Alberl 1971 145
Devayya, Sqn Lidr Ajjamada Bopayya 1965 157

Wiz Celr Minoo Merwan 1947-44 108
Gautam, Wg Cdr Padmanabha 1965, 1671 173
Goodman, Wg Cdr Willlam MacDonald 1965 178
Kaul, Wg Cclr Swarpop Krishnha 1971 219
Mangat, Wg Cdr Harcharan Singh 197 23F
Mehar Singh, Air Cue 1947-48 243
Moolgavikar, Wy Celr Hryushikesh 194748 250
Nath, Sgn Ldr [n Muohan 1962, 1965 260
Norohra Wy Cdr Sidney Basil 194748 264
Parker, We Cdr Cacil Vivian 1971 2
Prem Pal Singh, Wg Cdr 1965 a8
Talwar, Wg Cdr Man Mcohan Bir Singh 1971 3458
Vashisht, Wy Cdr Vidya Bhushan 1971 365

NAVY

MVC
Arvind Singh, Lt 1087 9%
(hanan Singh, Ldg S'man 1971 126
Gopal Ray, Cidr Kasarged Patnashets 1971 150
Gupta, Lt Cdr Santosh Kumar 1971 185
Mulla, Capl Mohendra MNath 1971 252




Noronhz, Lt s Joseph Pivs Alfssd
Samanl, Cdr Mohan Narayan Bao
Swaraj, Capt Parkash

Yadav, Cdr Babro Bahan

ARMY

Armourad Corps

b L

Ehetarpal, 271t Arun

Tarapore, Lt Col Ardeshir Burzori
MVC

Bahshi, Lt Col Madan Mohan Singh
Bal, Msj Amariit Singh

Bhupirider Singh, Maj

Caleb, Salim Lt Col

Hanut Singh, Lt, Col.

Iatar, Capt Arvind Nilkanth
Narag, Maj Paijit Singh

Rejindar Singh, Maj Gen

Roy, Bhaskar, Maj _
Sandliu, Lt Cal Narmder Singh
Simgh, Hrig Kham Karan

Sukhyit Singh, Lt Col

Theogaraj, Brig Thumas Krishnar
Vaudya, Brig Aran Sheidhar
Vohra, Lt Cal Raj Mohan

Army Medical Corps

MYC

Banierjes, Ma] Nitod Baran
Barat, Maj Anil Krishna
Rangara), Lt Col Arcot Govindra
The Regiment of Artillery
MVC

Goswamd, 2 /L Shyamal Dev

el

1971
1971
19971
1971

1971
1965

1945
1971
1965
1945
1571
164748
1971
194748
1945
1971
1958
1971
1971
1965, 1971
1971

1951
1945
195(-51

1962

L
205

4
376

SR

104
118
124
135

27
290
114
e
333
342
385
363
370

105
107
3

181




|
Your Mge
‘ Gous, Capt Pradip Kumar 1971 182
Mathur, Maj Sushil Kumar 1965 242
Mistri, Capt Dara Dinshaw |ag7.45 217
Mohinder Singh, Maj {en 1945 219
Pande, Brig Kailits Prasad 1971 265
Pratap Singh, Capt 1987 175
Wadhwa, Aseth, Commuondant Bam' Krishan 1971 371
Asgam Regiment
MVC
Sandh, 2/14 Rajeey 1987 317
The Baluch Regiment
MVC
U, Brig Mobammad 1647-44 I
The Bihar Regiment
MVC
| Gharaya, Brig Joginder Singh 1971 |77
The Dagea Regiment
| MVC
Ahlawst, l‘.'_".apt Deyvinder Sinph 1971 BE
Butalia, Lt Col Indetit Singh 194748 123
Chand, Maj Thakur Prithi 194748 154
Gahlaut, Ma] Arap Sirgh 1971 171
Khushal Chund, Maj 154748 257
Mubayi, Capt Gautam 1965 251
Matbat Ram, 1L Hav 1965 262
! Curps of Engineers
PVC
Rare, 2/ 1Lt Hamn Raghoba 1594748 a7
i MVC
Chiywdhry, Maj Vijay Rattan 1571 145
38




Yaar
Corps of Signals
MVC
Gowri Shankar, Brig Krishmaswamy 1971
Klor, Brig Hardoev Singh 1T
The Garhwal Rifles
MVC
Bhattschirpa, Lt Col Bejoy Mohan 19h2
Kaman Simgh, LECol 194745
Rawat, Rilman Jaswant Singh T9a2
Singh, Capt Chander Nazain 1045
Gorkha Riftes
rVC
Salaria, Capl Gurbachan Singh 1961
Thapa, Ma] Nhan Singh 1962
MVC
Alz, Lance Hav Nar Rshadur 1987
Anand Saup, Brig 1971
Atal, Brig Kanhya Lal 194744 .
Baksha, Tol Vijay Kumar 1987
Balkshi, Brij Zorawar Chand 1965
Bawa, Lt Col Inder Bal Singh 1987
Chatteriee, Maj Keishna Gopal 1957
Chhetri, Rilman, 2l Bahadur 15971
Dagra, 2/1. Bhogwan Dutt 1962
Curbraksh Singh, Maj Gen 1955
Gurung, Riiman Pati Ram 1871
Gutithg, Nk Prem Bahadur 1967
Garung, L Hav Ram Parehad 194748
Curungy [ Mk Ran Babadur 1961
Harl Chans, Maj 1947-48
Harolikar, |1 Col Avon Bhimrao 71
Hira, Brig Rom Dharamadas 1965
Kapur, LI Col Surmder 1971
Khateri, Flav 1.2] Bahadur 194748
Matu, Brig Anant Vishwanath 1971

Muge

a4
229

115
415

o

261




Fatharia, Tt Col Amant Singh
Pum, Hav Bir Buhaduor
Shrikent, Maj Sher Martap Singh
Sibal, Maj Gen Harkrishen
Thapa, Nk Mahuhir
Thapa, L Nk Rabi Lal

Thapa, Nk Rabi Lal

Thapst, Sub Tika Bahadur

Udai Singh, Caol
Vermsgopal, Lt Cal Chitoor
Whig, Brig Mohindar Lal
Cirenadiers

PV

Abdal Hamid, T M Tl
Heashiar Singh, Maj

MY C

Adry, T Col Ved Parkash
TPharam Vir Sirigh, Maj
Michigan, Brig Anthony Harold Edward
Rai Singh, Lt Col

Prasanna Rao, 2/Lt Gopalkrishng Venkniesa
Ve

Eklkn; L N Albert

MVL

Chlyetr], L Nk Mae Balind ior
Pandey, T. Nk Ram Ligrah
Sarnra, 2/ Lt Shamsher Singh
Shamsher Singh, L1 Col

Jammu and Kashmir Rifles
MVC
Mahatam Singh, Lt Col

Yexr

194745
1971
1962
1945
1961

194745
1942
1965
1971
14971
1971

1563
1571

1971
1971
1971
1967
1962

1971

1971
1971
1571
1671

1967

Mhige

2
330
347

:;5{;

36T
375

49
54

162
245

Aoz

a2

142
267
314
3B




tammu and Kashmir Light Infantry

PVC
Baria Singh, Nb Sl

Fammro and Kenhmic Militia
MVC

Phunchok, Hav Stanin
Randhawa, Ma| Sardul Singh
Sanmar Chand, Sub

Sarup Singh, Hav

Stobdhan, Sub Bomam
Tundugy, lem lshe

Jammu ant Kashmir State Foree
MVC

Rajerules Bingh, Heig,

Fhapa, Lt Col Sher Jung

Jat Regiment

MVC

Ajit Singhy Maj

Bakshi, Brip Topindee Singh

Fateh Smgh, Hay

Hiyde, Lt Col Desmond

Termeail, Crvifian Conlie Mohagmmad
Shislypal Singh, Mk

Thapa, Capt Kapil Smgh

Tyagg, Mag Asa Ram

Kumaon Regiment
o

Shaitar Singh, Maj
Sharma, Ma| Samnath
% "

Hrar, Maj Malkial Singh
Dewan Singh, Sep
Dharam Singh, Lt Col

Tieny

1987

1962
1962
1987
1962
1962
1962

184748
194745

1962
187
T8
1965
Tuq7-a8
184748
15965
1965

1862
14748

144748
1847-48
184745

Page
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Vilir Page

Kharma, Lt Col Manmohan 154748 221
Man Singh. Sep 194748 235
Nar Singh, Nk 194745 258
Raina, Brig Tapeshwar Narain 1962 287
Yadunath Singh, Brig 194748 377
Madras Regiment

MV

Ghai, L1 Col Ved Prokesh 1571 175
Mehin, LECol Harbiand [All 1965 244
PPhilipose, Fay Thomas: 15971 273
Raji, Mk 124745 92
Wallar, Gap Stankar Shankhapan 1571 374
l"l.-[ad._rﬂ Engr. Group

MVC

Ram Chander, Civiltan Dhobr 124748 206
Mahar Regimeni

vC

PParameswaran, Maj Ramaswanmy 1uk7 &4
MVC

Ansuya Prasac, 5ep 1§71 b
Ganapathi, Maj Puttichanda Somaiak 1087 72
Manjit Singh, Brig 1967 239
Sonzwane, Nk Knchra 154748 338
Maratha Light Infantry

MVC

Chapra, Maj Satyapal 194748 143
Ramaswamy, Vlaj Anmavi Krshnaswamy  1947-48 294
Salunkhs, Sep Pandurang 1971 308
Virk, 1.t Col Flarbans Smeh 1947-45 308
Parachute Regiment

MVC

Berry, Maj Vijoy Kumar 1571 110
Bhawani Singh, Lt Cal 1971 117




Chevang. Maj Rinchen
Diyal, Maj Ranjit Singh
Fannuy, Lt Col Kulwant Singh

Patiala (RS) Infantry
MVC

Amur Singh, Sep
Gurdial Singh, Sub
Hanloy Singh, lem
Hari Singh, Sep

Lal Singh, Jem

Pritam Singh, Nk
Sumpaaran Singh, Jem

The Punjab Regiment

MVC

Chain Smgh, Nk

Chand puri, Maj Kuldip Singh
Chaudhary, Maj Mohinder Singh
Kanshi Ram, Sep

Malkiat Singh, Sub

Munkotia, Maj Basdev Singh
Mohinder Singh, Sub
Sampuran Singh, Lt Cal

Samt Singh, Brig

Sharma, Lt Col Rattan Nath
Sirugh, Lt Col Raj Kumar

Rajput Hegiment

Ve

Tadunath Singh, Nk

KV

Disya Ram, L Hav

Drig Pal Simghy L Nk
Gurdial Singh, Maj
Harbhajan Siagh, Maj
Randhavwa, Maj Baljit Singh
Rathar, Lt Krishan Singh

Yimar

194748, Bar 1971
L1965
1871

194745
194745
194748
1947458
[947-45
1947-45
194748

[
1971
LSR2
1962
1971
1971
1977
14965
1955, 1071
1971
1971

194748

184748
147
[ 552
ELi
1845
184748

30
153
63

i
184
158
MR
240
2H
310

135
130
138
217
234
240

r ;
2

312
43

Ba

155

A

167

157
27
303

.




Rajputana Rifles:

PvC

Piru Sirigh, C H M

MVC

Chng Ram, Hay

Dhonkal Simgh, Rfiman
Kallan, Ma| Gen Swarup Singh
Haghusbir Sirgeh, 14 Col

Sugan Singh, Nk
'relian; L Ved Frokash
Sikh Light Infantry
MWVZ

Drarshan Singh, Nk

Yeur

Jugr-a8

184748
194748
1963
1965
1971
LT

1965

Nendagopal, 1t Col Pagadala Kuppuswarmy 1965

Pathak, Lt Col Harlah Chandya

Sikh Regiment
v

Joginder Singh, Sub
Karam Singh, L Nk

MVC

Ajit Singh, Sub

Biskan Singh, Sub

Chand Singh, Nk

Jaivir Singh, Maj

Eowal Singh, Sep

ke, Ly Cal Narindra Math
Ehanna, Lt Col Prem Komas
Mahabir Pragad, Capt

Mand Singh, Jem

Rai, Lt Col Dewan Ranjit
Eattan, Lt Col Kashmirl Lal
Sangha, Lt Col Gurbans Singh
Shangaes Singh, 1, Nk

197

1962
184745

1965
15478
1594744

1971

14952

1068

1671

1962
148
180748

1971

1965

151

Falire

65

147
1n4
114
241
LX)
3BT

151
253
273




