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HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE VIKRAM NATH
JUDGE, SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
&
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN, NALSA

Dear Readers,

It gives me immense satisfaction to present the October—December 2025 edition of NALSA’s Quarterly Newsletter, which
captures a period of institutional consolidation, national dialogue and renewed commitment to strengthening access to
justice across the country.

This quarter marked an important phase of reflection and capacity-building for Legal Services Institutions, with a renewed
focus on strengthening delivery mechanisms, embracing technology and deepening community-centric approaches to
justice. The emphasis during these months was not only on expanding outreach, but also on reinforcing the quality,
efficiency and responsiveness of legal aid systems.

The quarter witnessed several significant milestones. The East Zone Regional Conference held in October provided a
valuable platform for regional engagement and exchange of best practices. In November, the National Conference on
“Strengthening Legal Aid Delivery Mechanisms” brought together key stakeholders from across the country. The launch
of the National Legal Aid Defence Counsels System (LADCS) Dashboard by Hon’ble the then Chief Justice of India, Justice
B.R. Gavai, marked a major step towards data-driven governance and transparency. The launch of the Community
Mediation Training Manual reinforced mediation as a people-centric dispute resolution mechanism.

In December, the National Webinar commemorating the International Day of Persons with Disabilities reaffirmed the
centrality of inclusion, dignity and equal participation in justice delivery. The quarter culminated with the successful
conduct of the 4™ National Lok Adalat on 13" December 2025, once again demonstrating the transformative potential of
amicable, swift and accessible dispute resolution.

As we move forward, our collective task remains clear: to strengthen legal aid institutions, empower vulnerable communities
and ensure that justice is not only accessible, but also compassionate and inclusive. I am confident that the initiatives
reflected in this edition will inspire continued dedication to our enduring constitutional ideal of justice for all, and
encourage every stakeholder to contribute meaningfully to a more equitable and humane justice system.

Warm Regards,
Vikram Nath
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Message from the Member Secretary, NALSA

Dear Readers,

I am pleased to present the October—-December 2025 edition of NALSA’s Quarterly Newsletter, which documents a quarter
of sustained engagement, institutional strengthening and people-centric legal outreach across the country. This edition
reflects the collective resolve of Legal Services Institutions to continuously enhance both the reach and quality of legal aid
delivery.

The quarter captures a wide spectrum of activities, demonstrating how legal empowerment is being advanced through
coordinated national and regional efforts. A strong emphasis during this period was placed on improving delivery mechanisms,
strengthening legal aid defence systems, promoting mediation and ensuring inclusion of vulnerable sections.

Focused regional and national-level engagements enabled a review of operational challenges, exchange of implementation
experiences and streamlining of approaches to legal aid delivery. Technological interventions introduced during the quarter
have strengthened data management, monitoring and functional oversight within the legal aid defence framework, while
structured training resources supported the continued expansion of mediation as a community-oriented and accessible
mode of dispute resolution.

Targeted outreach initiatives addressed the specific legal needs of vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities,
reinforcing inclusive service delivery. The quarter concluded with the successful conduct of the 4™ National Lok Adalat,
underscoring the effectiveness of amicable dispute resolution in ensuring timely and accessible justice.

I also take this opportunity to place on record my sincere appreciation for the valuable contributions of Shri Bharat Parashar,
the then Learned Member Secretary, NALSA, now Secretary General, Supreme Court of India. His stewardship in the
planning and conduct of national and regional conferences, along with his institutional guidance, significantly strengthened
NALSA'’s initiatives. The momentum and organisational clarity achieved during his tenure continue to inform and support
our ongoing efforts.

I extend my sincere appreciation to the Hon’ble Executive Chairpersons and Ld. Member Secretaries of the State Legal
Services Authorities, Judicial Officers, Legal Aid Defence Counsels, Panel Lawyers, Mediators, Para Legal Volunteers and

administrative staff, whose dedication and tireless efforts give life to NALSA’s mission. Their work on the ground ensures
that legal services remain accessible, responsive and humane, and continues to strengthen the foundation of justice for all.

Sanjiv Pandey
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON “STRENGTHEING LEGAL

AID DELIVERY MECHANISMS”

The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) organised the National Conference on “Strengthening Legal Aid Delivery
Mechanisms” on 8™ and 9™ November 2025 at the Supreme Court of India, New Delhi, marking three decades of sustained
service in furtherance of the constitutional mandate of access to justice and commemorating the observance of National
Legal Services Day. The Conference, acting as a national deliberative forum, brought together the leadership of the Judiciary,
representatives of Legal Services Institutions across the country, judicial officers, members of the Bar and frontline legal aid
functionaries—including Para Legal Volunteers (PLVs) / Adhikar Mitr, Panel Lawyers and LADC—on a common platform to

reflect on institutional progress and to chart future pathways for strengthening India’s legal aid architecture.

The Conference reaffirmed the vision enshrined in Article 39A of the Constitution of India, underscoring that justice must
not remain a formal entitlement but must be realized as accessible, timely, affordable and humane in practice. Over
two days, the deliberations focused on institutional strengthening, capacity building, community centric justice delivery
and the financial sustainability of Legal Services Institutions, while foregrounding the human dimension of legal aid as
a transformative instrument of social justice. The discussions emphasized the need for responsive institutions capable
of adapting to emerging social realities and the evolving needs of vulnerable populations, with particular attention to

strengthening last-mile delivery mechanisms across diverse regional and social contexts.

Left to Right : Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Shri
Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant & Hon’ble Minister of State (IC) for Law and Justice Shri Arjun Ram
Meghwal.

The National Conference on “Strengthening Legal Aid Delivery Mechanisms” was inaugurated on 8% November 2025 at
the Supreme Court of India by Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, in the august presence of Hon’ble Mr.
Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, the then Chief Justice of India and Patron-in-Chief, NALSA; Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya
Kant, the then Executive Chairman, NALSA (Currently the Hon’ble Chief Justice of India); Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath,
the then Chairman, Supreme Court Legal Services Committee; and Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon’ble Minister of State (IC)
for Law and Justice, Government of India, along with other Hon’ble Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts, senior

officers of the Government of India and representatives of Legal Services Institutions from across the country.

The Conference also saw the National Photography and Art Showcase as a distinctive segment, presenting a compelling
visual narrative of legal empowerment at the grassroots. The showcase was inaugurated by Hon’ble Mr. Justice B. R.
Gavai. Through curated photographs and artworks received from across States and Districts, the exhibition depicted the
outreach efforts of legal services institutions, the role of PLVs and legal aid functionaries and the tangible human impact of
access to justice initiatives. By translating field-level legal aid work into powerful visual stories, the showcase reinforced the
Conference’s objective of recognizing community-centric engagement and bringing to the fore the lived realities underlying

institutional legal services delivery.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON “STRENGTHEING LEGAL

AID DELIVERY MECHANISMS”

The Welcome Address by the then Hon’ble Executive Chairman, NALSA, emphasised that legal aid represents the point at
which constitutional ideals translate into lived reality for millions of citizens. Highlighting that the true measure of a justice
system lies in its ability to reach the last person standing at the margins, the address reflected upon NALSA'’s evolution over

three decades into a nationwide institutional network committed to inclusivity, dignity and pragmatic justice.

In his address, the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India reiterated that justice becomes the foundation of social justice only
when it is accessible to all, timely in its delivery and understandable to the common citizen. Emphasising the role of Legal
Services Authorities as a vital bridge between the judiciary and the people, he underscored the importance of ease of
justice as an integral component of ease of living and ease of doing business. On this occasion, the Hon’ble Prime Minister
also launched NALSA’s Community Mediation Training Module, describing it as a contemporary articulation of India’s

civilisational tradition of dispute resolution through dialogue and consensus.

Left to Right : Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, Hon’ble Mr.
Justice Surya Kant & Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath.

Addressing the gathering, the then Hon’ble Chief Justice of India reflected on the deeper purpose of the legal aid movement,
observing that its true success lies not merely in statistics or reports, but in the trust and quiet gratitude of citizens who
feel seen, heard and supported by the justice system. Drawing upon personal experiences from the field, His Lordship

emphasised empathy, humility and human connection as the cornerstones of effective legal aid delivery.

The inaugural session concluded with the launch and screening of a short film chronicling NALSA’s three-decade journey,
setting a reflective and action-oriented tone for the Conference deliberations. The film highlighted key milestones, institutional
evolution and the enduring commitment of Legal Services Authorities to advancing access to justice for the marginalized,

thereby reinforcing the Conference’s overarching vision of inclusive and responsive justice delivery.
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Conference Deliberations

Thematic Working Sessions

The Conference deliberations were structured around five carefully curated thematic working sessions, each addressing
a core pillar of India’s legal aid delivery architecture. These sessions combined institutional review with forward looking
dialogue, facilitating the exchange of best practices and the formulation of actionable strategies for strengthening Legal

Services Institutions nationwide.

Working Session I

Institutional Defence for Inclusive Justice — The Legal Aid Defence Counsel
System (LADCS) Approach

The First Working Session, held on 8" November 2025, focused on strengthening the Legal Aid Defence Counsel System
(LADCS) as a cornerstone of inclusive criminal justice. The session was chaired by Hon’ble Mr. Justice J.K. Maheshwari,
Judge, Supreme Court of India, and co chaired by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Manindra Mohan Shrivastava, Chief Justice, High
Court of Madras and Hon’ble Mr. Justice Nitin Jamdar, Chief Justice, High Court of Kerala.

Presentations were made by Hon’ble Mr. Justice V. Kameswar Rao, Executive Chairperson, Delhi State Legal Services
Authority and Hon’ble Smt. Justice Anu Sivaraman, Executive Chairperson, Karnataka State Legal Services Authority.
The deliberations underscored institutional representation as a constitutional safeguard, highlighting the need for quality
representation, professional continuity, accountability mechanisms and uniform standards to ensure fair trial rights for

undertrial prisoners and indigent accused across jurisdictions.
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Left to Right : Hon’ble Mr. Justice V. Kameswar Rao, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Manindra Mohan Shrivastava, Hon’ble Mr. Justice
J.K. Maheshwari, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Nitin Jamdar & Hon’ble Smt. Justice Anu Sivaraman.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice J.K. Maheshwari underscored that the critical question before the system today is not whether LADCS
is conceptually sound, but how effectively it can be implemented. He identified key challenges in this regard, including
recruitment and training of defense counsel, which must transition from routine procedural exercises to purposeful

capacity-building.

The LADCS, he stated, is not a temporary initiative but a structural reform aimed at advancing a more compassionate and
credible justice system. He stressed that inclusive justice must not remain an aspiration, but must be realized in practice,

ensuring that the last, the lost and the least have meaningful access to legal representation and justice.
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Working Session II
Panel Lawyers at the Forefront — Strengthening Legal Aid for Inclusive Justice

The Second Working Session examined the role of panel lawyers as the professional backbone of the legal aid system and
the primary interface between Legal Services Institutions and legal aid seekers. The session was chaired by Hon’ble Mrs.
Justice B.V. Nagarathna, Judge, Supreme Court of India and co chaired by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Sheel Nagu, Chief Justice,
High Court of Punjab & Haryana and Hon’ble Mrs. Justice Sunita Agarwal, Chief Justice, High Court of Gujarat.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.S. Sonak, Executive Chairperson, Goa State Legal Services Authority, and Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. Sam
Koshy, Executive Chairperson, Telangana State Legal Services Authority, addressed the session as speakers. Discussions
centred on capacity building, ethical engagement, performance evaluation and sustained professional motivation, reinforcing

the importance of panel lawyers as long term institutional partners in justice delivery.
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Left to Right : Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.S. Sonak, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Sheel Nagu, Hon’ble Mrs. Justice B.V. Nagarathna, Hon’ble Mrs.
Justice Sunita Agarwal & Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. Sam Koshy.
Hon’ble Mrs. Justice B.V. Nagarathna, opened the session by underlining her personal connection with the subject, having
herself served as a Panel Lawyer for the Karnataka State Legal Services Authority and the High Court Legal Services
Committee from 1998 to 2008.

Justice Nagarathna identified major causes such as uneven empanelment, lack of diversity, inadequate training and
discouraging honorarium structures. Stressing that “legal aid to the poor does not mean poor legal aid”, she highlighted the
urgent need to build citizen’s confidence in legal aid services, which currently remains low despite statutory entitlements.
Justice Nagarathna suggested that a structured feedback form be provided to every litigant availing legal aid to evaluate the
performance of the representing advocate, with its format to be determined by the Executive Chairperson of the respective
State Legal Services Authority.

Justice Nagarathna further emphasized that meaningful reform in legal aid delivery requires a shift from a purely
administrative approach to a culture of professional pride and accountability. She observed that transparent empanelment
criteria, periodic performance review and fair remuneration are critical to attracting committed and competent lawyers to
the legal aid system. She also underscored the importance of mentoring young panel lawyers and promoting gender and
social diversity within legal aid panels. Such measures, she noted, would strengthen institutional credibility and restore

public trust in the promise of equal justice.
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Working Session III

Empowering Para Legal Volunteers (PLVs) - Building Competence and Community Reach

The Third Working Session foregrounded the pivotal role of Para Legal Volunteers as community based facilitators and first
responders in the legal aid ecosystem. The session was chaired by Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.M. Sundresh, Judge, Supreme
Court of India and co chaired by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Harish Tandon, Chief Justice, High Court of Orissa and Hon’ble Mr.
Justice M.S. Ramachandra Rao, Chief Justice, High Court of Tripura.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Manoj Kumar Gupta, Executive Chairperson, Uttar Pradesh State Legal Services Authority and Hon’ble
Mr. Justice A. Muhamed Mustaque, Executive Chairperson, Kerala & Lakshadweep State Legal Services Authorities,
addressed the session as speakers. The deliberations recognised PLVs as the human bridge between institutions and
communities, emphasising the significance of structured training, cultural sensitivity, institutional support and recognition

to enhance their effectiveness and morale.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.M. Sundresh noted that the ambit of PLVs has commendably expanded from being limited to teachers
to now encompassing students, senior citizens, Anganwadi workers, health workers, ex-servicemen and other individuals
from diverse walks of life. Calling for the creation of a robust and continuously reviewed system, his Lordship emphasized
that strengthening and refining the existing institutional framework is essential for improving the functioning of the State

machinery.
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Left to Right : Hon’ble Mr. Justice Manoj Kumar Gupta, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Harish Tandon,, Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.M. Sundresh,
Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.S. Ramachandra Rao, Hon’ble Mr. Justice A. Muhamed Mustaque.
Building on this observation, Hon’ble Mr. Justice M.M. Sundresh underscored that the effectiveness of Para Legal Volunteers
(PLVs) depends not merely on their numerical expansion but on the quality of their engagement and institutional support.
His Lordship highlighted the need for structured training modules, clear role demarcation, and continuous handholding to
ensure PLVs are equipped to address complex, ground-level legal and social issues. He emphasized that regular evaluation
and refresher programmes would enable PLVs to remain responsive to evolving legal frameworks and community needs.
Strengthening coordination between PLVs and district-level legal services institutions was also identified as critical for
timely intervention and meaningful outreach. Such systemic reinforcement, he noted, would enhance the credibility and

impact of PLVs as the first point of contact for justice delivery at the grassroots.

Concluding his remarks, his Lordship observed that a well-supported PLV framework serves as a vital bridge between
communities and formal legal institutions. He reiterated that empowering PLVs through institutional trust, capacity-
building, and accountability would significantly strengthen last-mile access to justice. This approach, he noted, is integral

to ensuring that legal services translate into tangible relief for those most in need.

The discussion concluded with a shared recognition that a strengthened PLV ecosystem is indispensable to responsive
and people-centric justice delivery. Participants agreed that sustained institutional support would enable PLVs to continue

serving as effective catalysts for legal awareness and access to justice at the grassroots.
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Working Session IV
Strengthening Permanent Lok Adalats (PLAs) - Reach, Regularity and Responsiveness

The Fourth Working Session, conducted on 9th November 2025, examined Permanent Lok Adalats (PLAs) as accessible
and people centric forums for pre-litigation dispute resolution, particularly in matters relating to public utility services. The
session was chaired by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Pamidighantam Sri Narasimha, Judge, Supreme Court of India and co-chaired
by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Gurmeet Singh Sandhawalia, Chief Justice, High Court of Himachal Pradesh, and Hon’ble Mr.
Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya, Chief Justice, High Court of Delhi.

Hon’ble Mrs. Justice Lisa Gill, Executive Chairperson, Haryana State Legal Services Authority and Hon’ble Mr. Justice
Alpesh Y. Kogje, Executive Chairperson, Gujarat State Legal Services Authority, shared experiences and best practices. The
deliberations highlighted the importance of regular sittings, improved infrastructure, procedural consistency and enhanced

public awareness to expand the reach and responsiveness of the Permanent Lok Adalat framework.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. S. Narasimha contrasted PLAs with arbitration and mediation, noting that while arbitration often
lacks structured institutional support and mediation remains underdeveloped in terms of organized infrastructure, PLAs
benefit from the advantage of statutory incorporation. This institutionalization, his Lordship emphasized, enables systematic

monitoring and accountability, thereby distinguishing PLAs from ad hoc dispute resolution mechanisms.

His Lordship cautioned against perceiving PLAs merely as alternatives to formal courts or as tools for reducing High Court
dockets. Instead, his Lordship urged participants to recognize PLAs as independent institutions capable of delivering

transformative justice.
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Left to Right : Hon’ble Mrs. Justice Lisa Gill, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Gurmeet Singh Sandhawalia, Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. S. Narasimha,
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya & Hon’ble Mr. Justice Alpesh Y. Kogje.

Justice P. S. Narasimha further emphasized that the true strength of Permanent Lok Adalats lies in their capacity to deliver
justice that is both accessible and responsive to everyday disputes affecting ordinary citizens. He observed that PLAs are
uniquely positioned to address pre-litigation disputes in public utility services through a participatory, conciliatory, and
rights-oriented process. He underscored that procedural flexibility, when coupled with statutory safeguards, allows PLAs
to balance efficiency with fairness. Such an approach, his Lordship noted, enables PLAs to evolve as credible forums that

reinforce trust in decentralized and people-centric justice delivery.

His Lordship also underscored that strengthening PLAs requires sustained institutional investment, including specialised
training of presiding officers and support staff. He observed that consistent jurisprudential clarity and well-reasoned awards
would enhance the authority and legitimacy of PLAs. Emphasising on uniform practices across jurisdictions, he noted that
such consolidation would enable PLAs to function as dependable forums for early, effective and people-oriented dispute

resolution.
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Working Session V

Financial Management and Budgetary Allocation in Legal Services Institutions

The Fifth Working Session focused on financial governance as a critical enabler of sustainable and accountable legal aid
delivery. The session was chaired by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Judge, Supreme Court of India and the then Executive
Chairman, NALSA; and co-chaired by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva, Chief Justice, High Court of Madhya Pradesh,
and Hon’ble Mr. Justice Arun Palli, Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ashutosh Kumar, Chief Justice, Gauhati High Court and Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ashwani Kumar Mishra,
Executive Chairperson, Punjab State Legal Services Authority, addressed the session. The discussions underscored
transparency, prudent fund utilisation, timely financial reporting and capacity building in budgeting and accounts

management as essentials to ensure institutional sustainability and public trust in the legal aid system.

Justice Surya Kant highlighted three core areas of concern for deliberation - Grants-in-Aid Assessment & Allocation,

Compliance with the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 and Regulatory adherence.

Justice Surya Kant elaborated on the bifurcation of funds, noting that 50% of the total budget is earmarked for Legal
Aid and Advice, 25% for Awareness and Outreach and 25% for Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and Mediation. He
emphasized that effective financial planning must align with statutory obligations under the Legal Services Authorities Act,
1987, ensuring every rupee serves the purpose of enhancing access to justice. His Lordship concluded that public funds are

a public trust, and fiscal discipline is essential for sustaining confidence in the legal aid movement.
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Left to Right : Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ashwani Kumar Mishra, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Arun Palli, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram nath,

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ashutosh Kumar.
The session also deliberated on the need to institutionalise best practices in financial governance across Legal Services
Authorities, with emphasis on uniform accounting standards and data-driven decision-making. Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya
Kant underscored that financial governance is not merely an administrative function but a foundational pillar of institutional
credibility and long-term impact. The Hon’ble Judges on the panel also highlighted that streamlined procedures, regular
audits and capacity-building of administrative staff would ensure efficient utilisation of resources. Such a structured and
transparent approach, it was observed, would further strengthen public confidence and reinforce the integrity of the legal

aid delivery system.

The discussion concluded with a shared understanding that sound financial governance is indispensable to the credibility
and continuity of legal aid institutions. Collectively, the session underscored that responsible stewardship of public funds

is integral to strengthening access to justice and sustaining public confidence in the legal services framework.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON “STRENGTHENING LEGAL
AID DELIVERY MECHANISMS”

Valedictory Programme, 9** NOVEMBER 2025

The Valedictory Programme, held on 9th November 2025, marked the culmination of the two-day National Conference. The
session was graced by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, the then Chief Justice of India and Patron in Chief,
NALSA; Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Judge, Supreme Court of India and the then Executive Chairman, NALSA; and
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath, Judge, Supreme Court of India and the then Chairman, Supreme Court Legal Services
Committee, along with other Hon’ble Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts, Chief Justices, Executive Chairpersons

and Member Secretaries of State Legal Services Authorities, senior Law Officers and distinguished delegates.
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Left to Right : Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath.

The Valedictory Session reflected upon the key deliberations of the Conference and reaffirmed the collective resolve to advance
a legal aid system grounded in empathy, professionalism and constitutional values. The launch of the LADCS Dashboard by
the Hon’ble Chief Justice of India marked a significant step towards data driven transparency and institutional monitoring.
The proceedings concluded with a renewed commitment to strengthening access to justice through coordinated institutional

action, innovation and compassion.

As NALSA moves forward, the deliberations and outcomes of this Conference will continue to guide efforts towards building

a justice delivery system that is inclusive, responsive and truly accessible to all.
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NALSA NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY & ART SHOWCASE

- 8" NOVEMBER, 2025

Left to Right : Justice Vijay Bishnoi, Justice V.M. Pancholi, Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra, Justice N.V. Anjaria, Justice P.B. Varale,
Justice P.S. Narasimha, Justice Sanjay Karol, Justice Ahsanuddin Amanullah, Justice B.V. Nagarathna, Justice Surya
Kant, Justice B.R. Gavai, Justice Vikram Nath, Justice K.V. Viswanathan, Justice N. Kotiswar Singh and Justice K. Vinod

Chandran, Judges, Supreme Court of India

Hon’ble Judges Viewing the Artworks at the Showcase

The National Photography
and Art Showcase, organised
on 8% November 2025,
presented a visual chronicle
of NALSA’s work at the
grassroots. Through evocative
photographs and artworks,
the exhibition highlighted
stories of legal empowerment,
human resilience and access
to justice, adding a reflective
and people-centric dimension

to the Conference proceedings.
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NALSA NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY & ART SHOWCASE :
JUSTICE FOR ALL: THROUGH THE LENS OF LEGAL AID

Her Right, Her Justice
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Justice for Stolen
Childhoods .
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NALSA NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY & ART SHOWCASE :
JUSTICE FOR ALL: THROUGH THE LENS OF LEGAL AID
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EAST - ZONE REGIONAL CONFERENCE

The East-Zone Regional Conference of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) was held on 11%and 12% October 2025
at Sonapur, Guwahati, in collaboration with the Assam State Legal Services Authority and the Gauhati High Court. The
two-day Conference brought together Hon’ble Judges of the Supreme Court of India and High Courts, senior functionaries
of Legal Services Institutions, representatives of State Governments and domain experts from the North-Eastern States as

well as Bihar, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Odisha, providing a focused forum for deliberation on region-specific concerns.
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The inaugural programme was graced by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Judge, Supreme Court of India and then Executive
Chairman, NALSA; Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam; and Hon’ble Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of India. The inaugural session was
further attended by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Dipankar Datta, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra, Hon’ble Mr. Justice
Ujjal Bhuyan, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Sandeep Mehta, Hon’ble Mr. Justice N. Kotiswar Singh, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Joymalya
Bagchi and Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vijay Bishnoi, Judges of the Supreme Court of India. Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ashutosh Kumar,
Chief Justice, Gauhati High Court and Patron-in-Chief, Assam State Legal Services Authority and Hon’ble Mr. Justice
Michael Zothankhuma, Judge, Gauhati High Court and Executive Chairman, Assam State Legal Services Authority, also
shared the dais and welcomed the participants, alongside the Chief Justices of the participating High Courts.

In his inaugural address, Justice Surya Kant underscored that justice must effectively reach communities across the
diverse terrains of Eastern and North-Eastern India, including tea garden areas, border regions and tribal habitations.
He highlighted persistent vulnerabilities such as child marriage, substance abuse, displacement of tribal populations and
mental health challenges and reaffirmed NALSA’s commitment to translating legal provisions into tangible, everyday justice

through focused flagship initiatives and strengthened regional collaboration.

The technical deliberations were spread across five thematic sessions over two days. The first day focused on child marriage
and child rights, narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances and tribal rights with reference to the NALSA (SAMVAD
Strengthening Access to Justice for Marginalized, Vulnerable Adivasis and Denotified/Nomadic Tribes) Scheme, 2025,
while the second day addressed issues concerning tea garden populations and mental health and legal aid. These sessions

enabled concise yet substantive exchanges on regional challenges, best practices and effective State-level interventions.

The East-Zone Regional Conference thus served as an important platform for strengthening cooperative engagement within
the legal services framework and reaffirmed NALSA’s resolve to advance inclusive, responsive and region-sensitive access to

justice across India.
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NATIONAL WEBINAR IN OBSERVANCE OF INT’L DAY OF
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES - 3*° DECEMBER

The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) organised a National Webinar on 3™ December 2025 to commemorate the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities, aligning with the United Nations’ 2025 theme, “Fostering Disability-Inclusive
Societies for Advancing Social Progress.” The programme reaffirmed NALSA’s constitutional mandate under Article 39A to

ensure equal access to justice through accessibility, dignity and non-discrimination.

The Webinar commenced with the Welcome Address by Shri Sanjiv Pandey, Member Secretary, NALSA, who set the context
for a focused discussion on disability-inclusive legal aid. Delivering the Keynote Address, Justice Vikram Nath, Judge,
Supreme Court of India and Executive Chairman, NALSA, underscored that disability inclusion is a matter of justice and
equal personhood, not charity. Emphasising that the removal of barriers unlocks human potential, His Lordship called for

systemic efforts to create enabling environments where persons with disabilities can participate fully and meaningfully.

Drawing inspiration from Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s interaction with children with disabilities, Justice Nath highlighted
the power of dignity, optimism and resilience in shaping inclusive societies. He stressed that legal aid outreach must
proactively reach persons with disabilities through hospital visits, mental health institutions, special schools, community
centres, mobile legal services and accessible legal literacy initiatives. His Lordship further advocated mandatory disability
sensitisation for judges, panel lawyers, police personnel and court staff, ideally co-designed with organisations of persons

with disabilities.

Two technical sessions followed, focusing on implementation of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, NALSA
(Legal Services to Persons with Mental Illness and Persons with Intellectual Disabilities) Scheme, 2024, accessibility in
legal processes and facilitation of welfare schemes such as UDID, ADIP and DDRS. The Open House Session enabled
rich exchange among SLSAs, DLSAs, PLVs, panel advocates and academicians, reinforcing best practices and grassroots

perspectives.

The Webinar concluded with an address by Shri Kunal Vepa, Director, NALSA, reaffirming NALSA’s resolve to advance a

barrier-free, accessible and compassionate justice system for persons with disabilities across the country.
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SENSITISATION PROGRAMME ON REMOVING
BARRIERS TO REPRODUCTIVE AUTONOMY THROUGH LEGAL AID

On 274 November 2025, the Uttar Pradesh State Legal Services Authority organised a sensitisation programme on addressing
barriers to Reproductive Autonomy through Legal Aid at the Judicial Training & Research Institute, Lucknow. The programme
was inaugurated by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Judge, Supreme Court of India and the then Executive Chairman,
NALSA, in the august presence of Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath, the then Chairman of Supreme Court Legal Services
Committee, and other honourable Judges of the Allahabad High Court.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant observed that irrespective of the circumstances she faces, every woman is entitled to the
confidence that the justice system stands firmly with her, assuring dignity, protection and meaningful access to her rights.
He also commended Uttar Pradesh SLSA for the launch of the Al-enabled legal aid chatbot “Nyaya Marg”, noting that
technology-driven initiatives of this nature can significantly enhance access to legal information and bridge the gap between

beneficiaries and their rights.

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Vikram Nath, while quoting Dr. B. R. Ambedkar that “I measure the progress of a community by the
progress its women have made”, emphasized that the position of women reflects the true advancement of society. He also
commended initiatives such as “Sankalp” which promote sensitivity towards issues relating to reproductive autonomy.

The deliberations underscored the need for time-bound medical assistance, sensitive legal support, psychological support in
unintended motherhood and coordinated institutional response for women facing reproductive rights violations, particularly
survivors of sexual violence. Experts from The National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS), the
National Health Mission (NHM), Association of Advocacy and Legal Initiatives (AALI) and Mission Vatsalya discussed the
medico-legal dimensions of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971, psychological support systems and the

role of legal aid in ensuring informed reproductive choices.

The programme reaffirmed the justice system’s commitment to dignity, autonomy and compassionate access to justice.

INAUGURATION OF “SPANDAN” AUDITORIUM AT UPSLSA, LUCKNOW

On Sunday, 2™ November 2025, the newly constructed auditorium “Spandan” at the office of the Uttar Pradesh State Legal
Services Authority, Gomti Nagar Extension, Lucknow, was also inaugurated by Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Judge,
Supreme Court of India and the then Executive Chairman, NALSA. The state-of-the-art auditorium has been developed as
a dedicated space for training programmes, conferences, capacity-building initiatives and public legal awareness activities,

thereby strengthening the institutional infrastructure of the legal services framework in the State.
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SPECIAL SESSION ON MAINTENANCE AND WELFARE OF

PARENTS & SENIOR CITIZENS ACT, 2007

T Iate dar uriteeor(araeT)
& wgeor &

arar-faar 3w af¥e arerfiet & sreor-dryor 3w
weenor sifefererar 2007 ue AP uar

¢ suftaft -
31 dRex g

HTET |

S At ¥ vy

On 17" November 2025, the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA), in collaboration with the Department of Social
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Justice & Empowerment, Government of India, organised a Special Session on the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC), New Delhi. The session was convened with the
objective of creating awareness about the legal rights of senior citizens, the policies and programmes facilitating these rights,

and the role of families, communities and institutions in their effective enforcement at both individual and collective levels.

The programme was graced by the presence of Hon’ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant, Judge, Supreme Court of India, the then
Executive Chairman, NALSA and Dr. Virendra Kumar, Hon’ble Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment, along

with senior government officials, representatives of NGOs, academicians, legal professionals, students and senior citizens.

Addressing the gathering, Hon’ble Justice Surya Kant emphasised that the protection of senior citizens is not an act of
charity but a binding societal and legal obligation under the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents & Senior Citizens Act,
2007. He called for coordinated action among legal services authorities, social welfare agencies, police authorities and legal

volunteers, while urging the younger generation to foster compassion, respect and responsibility towards the elderly.

The Hon’ble Union Minister underscored the invaluable

contribution of senior citizens in nation-building and
highlighted the importance of preserving India’s joint family
value system. He elaborated on government initiatives for
elderly welfare, including assistive devices under Rashtriya
Vayoshri Yojana, emotional support through the Elderline
helpline (14567) and enhanced health insurance coverage for

senior citizens aged 70 and above.

The session brought together a common platform towards
reinforcing the commitment to ensuring dignity, security and

meaningful participation of senior citizens in society.
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