
1 
 

7. Medical Education 
 

India has made significant strides in medical education in the last few years, 

expanding access, enhancing quality, and fostering innovation. These 

achievements have contributed to strengthening the healthcare system and 

addressing the growing demand for qualified medical professionals. 

Key Achievements 

1. Increased Intake Capacity: The number of MBBS seats in government 

medical colleges has increased from 54,343 in 2014-15 to 1,08,915 

currently 

2. Establishment of New Medical Colleges: In the last 9 years, 262 new 

medical colleges have been established, expanding the network of medical 

education institutions across the country. 

3. Increased PG Seats: The number of PG seats in medical disciplines has 

increased from 31,185 in 2014 to 64,059 in 2023.  

 

4. Revised Curriculum: The Medical Council of India (MCI) has revised the 

curriculum for undergraduate and postgraduate medical education, 

incorporating advancements in medical science and technology. 

 

5. National Medical Commission (NMC): The NMC has been established as 

the apex regulatory body for medical education, replacing the MCI, bringing 

greater transparency and efficiency.  

 

6. Increased Research Funding: The government has increased funding for 

medical research, fostering innovation and addressing emerging healthcare 

challenges. 
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7. Telemedicine Education: Telemedicine has been integrated into medical 

education, equipping future doctors with the skills to provide remote 

healthcare services.  

 

8. Skill Development Initiatives: Skill development initiatives have been 

introduced to enhance the practical skills and employability of medical 

graduates. 

 

Impact of Achievements 

1. Improved Access to Medical Education: Increased intake capacity and 

new medical colleges have expanded access to medical education, 

particularly for students from underserved areas.  

 

2. Enhanced Availability of Specialist Doctors: Increased PG seats have 

contributed to a growing pool of specialist doctors, addressing the shortage 

of specialised healthcare professionals. 

3. Updated Medical Education: The revised curriculum has ensured that 

medical graduates are equipped with the latest knowledge and skills to meet 

the evolving needs of healthcare delivery. 

 

4. Strengthened Regulatory Framework: The NMC has streamlined the 

regulatory process for medical education, promoting uniformity and quality 

across institutions.  

 

5. Promotion of Medical Research: Increased research funding has 

supported groundbreaking research and innovations in medical science. 

 

6. Enhanced Preparedness for Remote Healthcare: Telemedicine 

education has prepared future doctors to provide healthcare services in 

remote areas and during emergencies.  
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7. Improved Employability of Medical Graduates: Skill development 

initiatives have enhanced the employability of medical graduates, making 

them more competitive in the job market.  

Conclusion 

• India's achievements in medical education in the recent past have laid a 

strong foundation for a robust healthcare system. 

• By expanding access, enhancing quality, and fostering innovation, the 

country is well-positioned to address the growing demand for qualified 

medical professionals and meet the future challenges of healthcare delivery. 

 


