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Strategic Partnership Agreement
Between
Ministry of New & Renewable Energy, Government of India
And
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)

The Ministry of New & Renewable Energy, Government of India and the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) (hereinafter referred to as the “Parties” and individually as the
“Party”)

AIMING TO drive ambition, leadership and knowledge on green energy transitions based on
renewable energy in India;

EMPHASISING that reaching the Paris Agreement objectives with a decisive shift to a 1.5
degree pathway while implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) requires political
leadership, greater ambition and strong multilateral collaboration, especially in the context of post-
COVID recovery. Renewable energy is an integral part of energy transitions and strategies to
develop and secure sustainable, carbon-neutral, climate resilient and inclusive societies that leave no-
one behind.

WHEREAS IRENA is a global organization with a holistic approach specifically to
renewable energy planning, development, deployment and integration. With its 167 Members and 17
countries in the process of joining, IRENA has a global reach and strong legitimacy in the
international energy architecture.

WHEREAS India is one of the Founding Members of IRENA, and one of IRENA’s priority
countries to expand the cooperation and deepen the engagement. India has a strong local expertise,
both at the government level, as well as in the private sector, think tanks and policy institutions
actively working on the energy transition. In addition, India is a global leader in renewable energy
with strong current deployments and ambitious long-term goals.

WHEREAS the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) is the nodal Ministry of the
Government of India for all matters relating to new and renewable energy. The broad aim of the
Ministry is to develop and deploy new and renewable energy to supplement the energy requirements
of the country.

RECALLING that India has a strong history of cooperation with IRENA, including through
technical assessments, knowledge collaborations, etc. IRENA also intends to provide substantive
support to India’s energy transition through developing and utilizing strategic opportunities to

achieve a greater share of renewables in the country.
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BELIEVING THAT forging a stronger partnership between India and IRENA will contribute
into a transformation of the global energy system towards combating climate change. IRENA also
remains committed to facilitate sharing of lessons from India to IRENA’s broader membership.

HAVE REACHED THE FOLLOWING AGREEMENT:

1.0  Areas of Cooperation
The proposed areas for the strategic partnership include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Facilitating knowledge sharing from India on scaling-up renewable energy and clean
energy technologies. In India, efforts to scale-up renewable energy deployment are based on
innovative, transparent and fast procurement-based business models. These aim at reducing
prices of RE for the consumer and increasing the share of RE in the energy mix. The country
has made impressive progress in making renewable energy and energy efficiency more
accessible and affordable without imposing any subsidy burden on the Government.
Knowledge exchange and experience sharing from India to other IRENA member States can
increase awareness on the technology options that are available, demonstrate the viability and
reliability of these technologies, outline the business models that have worked and the
advantages of these models.

2. Supporting India’s efforts on long term energy planning. The Government of India has
announced ambitious long-term developmental targets in the sectors of housing, rural
electrification, renewable energy, assured electricity supply and reduction in oil import
dependence among others. Long term energy planning and assessment of infrastructure
requirements are critical translating these targets into reality, especially in view of the rising
energy demand and current import dependency. This provides a strong avenue for
collaboration, building upon past joint efforts between IRENA and India, to capitalize on
IRENA’s deep expertise on long term energy planning, grid and power sector infrastructure
assessments, and developing renewable energy roadmaps.

3. Collaborating to strengthen the innovation climate in India, including through Innovation
Day. Innovations help to overcome barriers and result in an accelerated deployment of
renewables to support the energy transition. Innovative solutions to decarbonize the global
energy sector require interventions across a range of areas - policy instruments across the
whole technology lifecycle, of new smart technologies, information technology, new types of
financial and market instruments, and engagement of new actors across the energy systems
such as innovators and start-up entrepreneurs. IRENA and India will collaborate to strengthen
the innovation climate in India in the area of RE. An innovation Day will be organized every
year in India, providing an opportunity to show case successes and learn from each other’s
experiences.
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4. Moving towards cost-effective decarbonization through catalyzing development and
deployment of green hydrogen. IRENA’s work on hydrogen from renewable power focuses
on assessing the potential role of green hydrogen in the energy transition, both as an enabler
to integrate higher shares of renewable energy in the power sector and as an instrument to
decarbonize end-uses such as transportation and industry. India has initiated process for
developing and thereafter launching a National Green Hydrogen Mission to enable cost
competitive green hydrogen production, storage, distribution and application technologies,
and putting in place regulations, codes and safety performance and quality standards in
consonance with technology and market development stages. Collaboration in the area of
Hydrogen would aim at providing India a global platform to share experience under the
umbrella of IRENA’s Collaborative Frameworks and Coalition for Action, and also
strengthen development of supportive policy framework in India to encourage investments in
Hydrogen technologies

2.0 Collaboration forms and modalities

Subject to applicable laws, rules and policies of both the Parties, the above areas of co-
operation will be achieved through the following activities, among others;

e Development of knowledge products;

e (Capacity building and enhancement through exchange of personnel, study visits, etc;

e Experience sharing through participation of sector experts and practitioners from India in
IRENA events and activities;

e Participation in existing, and creation of new initiatives and programmes;

e Joint events, outreach and communication campaigns;

e Expert input into respective areas of work; and

e Data and information exchange.

Specific collaboration activities under this Strategic Partnership could be agreed periodically
through an Annual Work-plan, which will be developed separately and in accordance with the
applicable Indian procedures for development cooperation and IRENA’s regulations, rules and
policies.

3.0  Other requirements:

Each Party will bear its own costs in all the programmes of cooperation and meetings contemplated
for implementation under this Agreement.

This Agreement is not legally binding and does not create any rights or obligations for the Parties
under International law. Any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of this Agreement
shall be settled amicably through mutual consultation and / or negotiations between the Parties.
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This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of its signing and shall remain in force till such
time either of the Parties decides to terminate the same. The termination of this Agreement will not
affect the validity and duration of any on-going programmes and projects initiated under the areas of
co-operation of this Agreement.

Abuc Dby —
Signed at New Dellr; [on this day M% 5f danuaity  of the year 2022 in two (2) originals,

each in Hindi and English languages, all texts being eqﬁélly authentic. In case of any divergence in
interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

Indu Shekhar Chaturvedi Francesco La Camera

Secretary, Ministry of New & Director-General, IRENA
Renewable Energy, India
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