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Special Jail Lok Adalat Launched Across Madhya Pradesh
from Central Jail, Gwalior

The Madhya Pradesh State Legal =
Services Authority organized a Special Jail %

Lok Adalat across the entire State on 26
April 2026 with a focused objective of
ensuring timely and accessible justice to
prison inmates, reducing pendency of cases

involving  undertrial ~ prisoners, and

strengthening the implementation of
alternative dispute resolution mechanisms

within custodial settings.

This State-wide initiative marked a

e !

significant step towards bringing the justice delivery system directly to jail
premises, thereby eliminating procedural and logistical barriers often faced by

incarcerated individuals.

The programme was inaugurated at

: * the State level from Central Jail, Gwalior
0 o :
' { by Hon’ble Shri Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva,
2

Chief Justice of the High Court of Madhya
Pradesh and Patron-in-Chief, MPSLSA, in

the presence of Hon’ble Shri Justice

Anand Pathak, Administrative Judge of
the High Court of Madhya Pradesh, Bench
at Gwalior and Chairman, High Court

Legal Services Committee, Gwalior, along

M.P. STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY, JABALPUR \
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with other Hon’ble Judges of the High Court. The initiative was conducted
under the guidance of Hon’ble Shri Justice Vivek Rusia, Judge of the High
Court of Madhya Pradesh and Executive Chairman, MPSLSA. The programme
witnessed participation of Hon’ble Companion Judges of High Court of Madhya
Pradesh, senior judicial and administrative dignitaries, including officers of the
Prison and Correctional Services, District Administration, and Police

Department, reflecting a coordinated institutional effort.

The Special Jail Lok Adalat was implemented simultaneously across all
districts and correctional institutions of the State through the coordinated efforts
of District Legal Services Authorities, judicial officers, jail superintendents, and
other stakeholders. Necessary preparatory steps were undertaken in advance,
including identification and scrutiny of eligible cases by the District Legal
Services Authorities in consultation with jail authorities. Meetings and
coordination mechanisms were established to ensure that only legally

permissible and settlement-ready matters were placed before the Lok Adalat
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benches. Adequate arrangements were made within jail premises to facilitate

smooth conduct of proceedings, IBE ST T

and virtual connectivity was also
utilized to ensure participation and

monitoring at the State level.

L)

During the Lok Adalat, a
wide spectrum of cases was taken
up, including plea bargaining
matters, compoundable criminal
cases, petty and summary offences, civil disputes including matrimonial
matters, and cases under relevant statutory provisions suitable for settlement.
Emphasis was placed on facilitating amicable resolution through dialogue

between parties, encouraging compromise where permissible, and adopting plea
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bargaining procedures in

appropriate cases.

The Lok Adalat benches
ensured that settlements were
voluntary and in accordance with
legal  provisions, and that
necessary orders were passed

promptly to give effect to such settlements.

2026

The initiative resulted in the disposal of 165 cases, leading to the release

of more than 100 inmates in a single day, thereby providing immediate and

meaningful relief to a substantial number of prisoners. The conduct of

proceedings within jail premises enabled

expeditious resolution of cases that

might otherwise have remained pending due to logistical challenges such as

production of inmates before courts. The initiative also contributed to reducing

overcrowding in prisons and alleviating the burden on the regular court system.

The Special Jail Lok Adalat also had a notable qualitative impact. It

enhanced awareness among inmates regarding their legal rights and available

remedies, encouraged a reformative approach towards justice, and promoted

reconciliation between parties in
appropriate cases. The initiative
reinforced the role of Lok Adalats
not merely as forums for disposal of

cases but as mechanisms for

| addressing disputes in a holistic and

humane manner.
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Certain  notable  success
stories have been incorporated in h& A
the report to illustrate the tangible 5;
and  transformative  outcomes
achieved through this initiative,
including  resolution of long-

pending disputes and facilitation of

early release of inmates.

Overall, the Special Jail Lok Adalat demonstrated the effectiveness of a
coordinated and proactive approach in delivering justice to marginalized
sections of society. It strengthened institutional collaboration between the
judiciary, legal services authorities, and prison administration, and underscored

the importance of taking justice delivery mechanisms closer to the beneficiaries.

The initiative aimed at ensuring inclusive, efficient, and humane justice
delivery, and its continued implementation at periodic intervals may further
contribute to sustained reduction in pendency and advancement of the

objectives of access to justice.
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DLSA REWA

A criminal case under Section 379 of the Indian Penal Code, pending
since 2020, was taken up during the Special Jail Lok Adalat held on 26.04.2026
at Central Jail, Rewa. The matter had remained unresolved for several years.
Focused efforts were made by the District Legal Services Authority, Rewa to
facilitate constructive dialogue between the complainant and the accused.
Through continuous counselling and mediation within the Jail premises, an
environment of trust and understanding was created, enabling both sides to

openly discuss their concerns.

As a result of these sustained efforts, the parties expressed their
willingness to resolve the dispute amicably. A mutual compromise was reached,
and the case was successfully disposed of in the Special Jail Lok Adalat. This
resolution not only brought an end to a long-pending dispute but also
highlighted the effectiveness of Lok Adalat in ensuring speedy, amicable, and

accessible justice, even within custodial settings.
DLSA JABALPUR

A young undertrial prisoner, aged 24, had been in custody for nearly one
year in connection with two theft cases registered at a local police station in
Jabalpur. The matters had remained pending before the court during this entire
period, prolonging both the incarceration of the accused and the distress of the
complainants. Recognizing the case as compoundable, the District Legal
Services Authority, Jabalpur initiated focused efforts to bring the parties

together. Notice was duly served upon the complainants, and they were

persuaded to attend the Special Jail Lok Adalat organized at Central Jail,
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Jabalpur. On the day of the Lok Adalat, both complainants appeared and were
counselled and guided through the process of amicable settlement. Through
effective mediation and continuous persuasion, an understanding was developed
between the parties. Acting upon the mutual compromise, the Bench
immediately disposed of the case, leading to the release of the undertrial

prisoner who had been in custody for a year.
DLSA RATLAM

A 36-year-old undertrial prisoner had been entangled in a criminal case
registered in 2020 under Sections 294 and 506 of the Indian Penal Code. Due to
his continuous absence from the court, a warrant was issued against him, and he
was eventually declared absconding. He was later arrested and produced before
the court in March 2026, leading to his continued detention. Coming from a
financially poor background, the accused sought free legal aid. Counsel was
provided through the Legal Aid Defense system, and sincere efforts were made
to trace and produce witnesses. Simultaneously, the District Legal Services
Authority, Ratlam actively intervened to establish communication with the
complainant and explore the possibility of an amicable settlement. Through
persistent coordination, counselling, and mediation, both parties were brought to
a common ground. The dispute was ultimately resolved through mutual
compromise during the Special Jail Lok Adalat held on 26.04.2026.

As a result, the long-pending matter was disposed of, and the undertrial
prisoner was released and reunited with his family. The resolution not only

ended years of legal uncertainty but also gave the individual an opportunity to

reintegrate into society with a renewed sense of responsibility.
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DLSA CHHINDWARA

A businessman dealing in furniture reported that he had been deceived in
a transaction involving LED televisions worth 21,67,500. The accused had
Impersonated a representative of a developer firm, arranged pickup of the goods
through a transport vehicle, and subsequently diverted the consignment to
another city. A criminal case was registered, and the accused was arrested and

remained in judicial custody for about 16 months.

During the Special Jail Lok Adalat held on 26.04.2026 at District Jail,
Chhindwara, focused efforts were made by the District Legal Services
Authority, Chhindwara to resolve the matter. The complainant was called before
the bench and was sensitively counselled about the prolonged incarceration of

the accused and the possibility of a restorative resolution.

The accused expressed remorse for his actions and assured the bench that
he would lead a law-abiding life in the future. Through continuous persuasion,
mediation, and empathetic dialogue, the complainant agreed to settle the dispute
amicably. Based on mutual consent, a compromise was arrived at and the case
was disposed of through the Special Jail Lok Adalat. As a result, the accused

was released from custody.

DLSA GWALIOR

(1) An undertrial prisoner had been in custody for nearly 30 months in
connection with a railway theft case. The prolonged detention had significantly

impacted his personal liberty while the matter remained pending.

During the Special Jail Lok Adalat, the case was taken up for resolution

through the process of plea bargaining. With effective legal facilitation and

guidance, the accused opted for plea bargaining, enabling a lawful and
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expedited conclusion of the case. As a result, the matter was disposed of, and

the accused was released from custody.

(2) A long-pending criminal matter, lingering for nearly a decade since 2016,
was taken up during the Special Jail Lok Adalat held on 26.04.2026. The case
had remained unresolved for years, contributing to prolonged litigation and
continued incarceration. Through proactive coordination, the District Legal
Services Authority, Gwalior ensured the presence of the complainant within the
jail premises itself. Focused mediation efforts were undertaken, enabling direct
dialogue between the parties in a structured and supportive environment. As a
result of effective counselling and sustained persuasion, both parties agreed to
amicably settle the dispute. The matter was immediately disposed of by the

Bench, and the accused was granted release.

(3) Ina case where both the accused and the complainant were lodged in the
Central Jail, the dispute had remained unresolved due to lack of direct
communication between the parties. During the Special Jail Lok Adalat, the
Bench facilitated a structured interaction between both sides within the jail
premises. Continuous mediation efforts and constructive dialogue helped in
building mutual understanding. As a result, both parties agreed to resolve the
matter amicably and put an end to the dispute. The case was disposed of on the

spot, leading to the release of the accused.
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The Madhya Pradesh State Legal Services Authority (MPSLSA), under the leadership of Justice Sanjeev
Sachdeva, Chief Justice of the High Court of Madhya Pradesh and Patron-in-Chief, and Justice Vivek
Rusia, Executive Chairman, initiated a Special Jail Lok Adalat across the State on April 26, 2026, from
Central Jail, Gwalior.The programme was inaugurated by Chief Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva in...
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UNDER the visionary leadership
of ChiefJustice Sanjeev Sachdeva
and under the able guidance of
Justice Vivek Rusia, a significant
stepwastaken towardsstrength-
ening the mechanism of provid-
ingspeedyand accessiblejustice
to prison inmates. Marking a
first-of-its-kind initiative in the
State of Madhya Pr:

Special Jail Lok Adala
p,umud for the ent
- C

Justice \amcm Sachdeva, C hl(‘f
Justice of the High Court of
Madhya Pradesh, in the august
presenceofJustice Anand Pathak,
AdministrativeJudgeoftheHigh
CourtofMadhyaPradesh, Bench
at Gwalior and Chairman, High
al S

TheHitavada

Jabalpur City Line | 2026-04-28 | Page-4
ehitavada com

SPECIAL JAIL LOK ADALAT inaugurated

to provide speedy, acce551ble Justlce to inmates

Hon'ble Shei Jastice Vivek iy

Chief Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva inaugurated Special Jail Lok
Adalat for the entire State from Central Jail.

a person is not born a criminal,
itis circumstances, choices, and
sometimes fate that lead them
down that path. Y
lytruethateveryindi
sesses an immense capacity for
change. History bears witness

ple, once a feared bandit, he
transformed through inner
awakening and is now revered

- as agreat sage.

He further reiterated that life
offers everyone an opportunity
toreformandchoosea new direc-

valior, along with other
Companion Judges of the High
Court of Madhya Pradesh.

Iuslue \.m]u\ Sachdeva, in
hi , stated that,

thateven
the darkest paths can, through
determination and self-realiza-
tion, transform into noble

human h( mp,s

Maharishi
Valmiki 3

tion. Heenc

to utilise this opportunity for
introspection, tolearn from past
mistakes, and to build a better

future. Heurged themtoacquire
new skills, and nurture their

inherent talents. He highlighted
that the Lok Adalat is not mere-

ly a platform for dispute resolu-
tion but also a meaningful step
towards a new beginning, aim-
ing to ensure that inmates re-
enter society as responsible and
reformed individuals capable of
contributing positively.

On this occasion, Justice G S
Ahluwalia, Justice Milind Ramesh
Phadke, Justice Ashish Shroti,
Justice Amit Seth, Justice Anand
Singh Bahrawat, and Justice
Rajesh  Kumar  Gupta,
Dharminder Singh, Registrar
General, High Court of Madhya
Pradesh, Suman Shrivastava,
Member Secretary, Madhya
Pradesh State Legal Services
Authority were present. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
Suman Shriv, a, Member
Secretary, MP A, while a vote
of thanks was proposed by .
Akheto Sema, Special Director
General, Prisonand Correctional
Services, Madhya Pradesh.
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