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Under Section 12 (d) of The Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987, persons with mental illness
or other disabilities, are entitled to free Legal
Services, for filing or defending a case. Section 12
(g) of The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987,
further extends the entitlement to all persons who
are in custody in a psychiatric hospital or
psychiatricnursing.

Whatis the objective of NALSA (Legal Services to
Persons with Mental Illness and Persons with
Intellectual Disabilities) Scheme 2024 ?

Persons with disabilities, especially those
suffering from mental illness or intellectual
disabilities, face a unique set of challenges within
the legal system. As mental illness may impact a
person’s ability to understand legal proceedings
and make informed decisions. Therefore, scheme
has been launched with the objective of effective
legal representation of such persons and ensure
thatthey are treated in a fair and equitable manner.
Other important objectives of the scheme are as
follows:-

I. To ensure that legal services are responsive to
the specific legal and social needs of such
persons.

. To ensure that legal services are accessible for
such persons.

I11. To ensure that such persons have equal access to
schemes, programmes, facilities etc.

Whatis Manonyay and how legal services will be
provided throughit?

A very important feature of this scheme is
that there will be a specialised Legal Service Unit for
person with mental illness and persons with
Intellectual Disabilities is called"Manonyay"
(LSUM) in each district.

Through, Manonyay beneficiaries can avail legal
services assistant and legal representation at
following institutions/places:-

1. LegalServicesat Mental Health establishments
2. Legal Services atthe Police Stations.
3. Legal Servicesat courtsincluding special courts.
4. Legal Services at Railway Stations, Bus Stand,
Metro Station etc.
. Legal Services at Beggar's Home, Women's
Protection Homes.
. Legal Services atthe prison.
. Legal Services at Talukas.
8. Legal Servicesthrough conduct of Home Visits.

What are the significant rights and entitle-
ments of the persons with intellectual disa-
bilities requiring intervention by Legal Service
Institutions and providers ?

Following are the significant rights and entitle-

ments:-

1. Under Section 12 (d) of Legal Services
Authority Act persons with mental illness or
other disabilities, are entitled to free Legal
Services, for filing or defending a case.

Section 12 (g) of the Legal Services Authority
Act further extends the entitlement to all
persons who are in custody in a psychiatric
hospital or psychiatric nursing.

Under section 27 of Mental Health Care Act
(MHCA) a person with mental illness is entitled

to receive free legal services to exercise any of
hisrights under MHCA.

Under Section 5 of MHCA, every person, who is
not a minor, shall have the right to make
advance directive in writing, specifying the way
the person wishes to be cared for and treated
foramentalillness.

Right to appoint the nominated representative
(Aspersection 14 of MHCA).

Right to access mental health care (As per
section 18 of MHCA).

Right to Community living (As per section 19 of
MHCA).

Right to Protection from cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment (As per section 20 of
MHCA).

Right to equality and non-discrimination (As
persection 21 of MHCA).

. Right to Information ( As per section 22 of
MHCA).

. Right to confidentiality and restrictions on
release of information in respect of mental
illness (As per Section 23 of MHCA).

12. Rightto access medical records (As per Section
250f MHCA).
13. Right to personal contacts and communication
(AsperSection 26 of MHCA).
How can such persons avail legal services?
1. Bydialing15100 (Toll Free No.).
2. By visiting legal service unit (Manonyay) at
institutions/places mentioned above.
By visiting legal aid clinic located at schools/
colleges.
By visiting District Legal Services Authority and
High Court Legal Services Committee as the case
may be.
. By visiting Madhya Pradesh State Legal Services
Authority, Jabalpur.
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