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Article 39A
Equal justice and free legal aid

The State shall secure that the operalion of
the legal system promoles justice, on a basts of
equal opporinnity, and shall, in particular,

- provide free legal aid, by switable legislation or

schemes or in any ofher way, lo ensure that

opportunities for seeuring justice are not denied
to any cifizen by reason of economic or other
disabilities.
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“1 will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt, or when the self
becomes too much with you, apply the following test. Recall the face of the
poorest and the weakest man whom you may have seen, and ask yourself, if
the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him. Will he gain
anything by it? Will it restore him to a control over his own life and destiny? In
other words, will it lead to swaraj [freedom] for the hungry and spiritually

starving millions?

Then you will find your doubts and your self melt away.”

- Mabatma Gandbi






“On the 26th of January 1950, we are going to enter
into a life of contradictions. In politics we will have
equality and in social and economic life we will have
inequality... How long shall we continue to deny
equality in our social and economic life? If we continue
to deny it for long, we will do so only by putting our
political democracy in peril. We must remove this
contradiction at the earliest possible moment or else
those who suffer from inequality will blow up the
structure of political democracy which [this| Assembly
has [so] laborously built up.”

- Dr. Bbimrao Ramji Ambedkar
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“Legal aid to the poor should not be poot
legal aid.”

— The Supreme Court of India in Subas
Chakma v. Union of India, (2024) INSC 813
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The Bombay Committee (1949)

The Bombay Committes emphasized the duty of the gpovernment to
provide free legal aid to citizens who cannot afford legal
representution. It recommended that legal aid should cover: court fecs

and process fees, ont-of-pocket expenses, dict money for witnesses,
costsof obtaning certified copies, fees of pleaders:

. —_— e = = - T e m——

Trevor Harries Committee (1949)

Sct up in West Bengal, this committes proposed a three-tier
institutional strocture for delivening legal aid services 1t sugpested that
funds should be sourced from state government grants and costs

recovered from civil linigation,

- Janardan Reddy v. State of Hyderabad
(1951 INSC 18)

Within the first year after the adoption of the Constitution, the
Supreme Court of India expressed concern over lack of legal

representation available to a person in a court proceeding, A
{mﬁuuinnlﬂthnflh:Suprtm:Euunnutﬂd"lhﬂnm{MGT

appeal or revision is not powerless to miterfere, if it s found that the

accused was 5o handicapped for want of legal aid that the proceedings
against him may be said to amount to negation of a fir toal ™




Kerala Rules (1958)

L
The Kemla Legal Aid (1o the Poor) Rules were enacted w provide free
legal aid in proceedings before the High Court, Court of Sessions, and
Dristrict Magistrates’ Courts in all cominal trials, appeals, and revisions.

. 14th Report of the Law Commission |
of India (1958)

This report reinforced the recommendanons of the Bombay and
Trevor Harnes Committees, advocating that legal representation
should be provided at the government’s expense for those in need.

Central Government Scheme (1960)

The Union Government dmafied an outline for a legal aid scheme
based on carlier recommendations. This scheme was sent o vanoos
states for their input and to guide them in drafring their own lepal aid



" Third All India Lawyers Conference
(1962)

The conference highlighted thar legal aid s fundamentally the
respansibility of both the Central and Seate governments, It urped the

formulstion and mplementation of a comprehensive lepal sd scheme
at all levels,

(AIR 1966 SC 1910)

A 7- judge bench of the Supreme Court noted that an accused so
deprived of the “right to be defended by one’s ouwn counsel™ stands

“indanger of losing his personal liberty™.

National Conference on Legal Aid
(1970)

..
This conference recommended that legal md should be made a

statutory oblgation of the State. It also called for active participation
from courts, the Bar, and law faculties in promoting legral aid services.




The Gujarat Committee (1970)

The Gujarat Committee stressed that legal aid must be available in all
courts, énsuring access 1o professional legal help for the poor. It also
advocated for legal aid bodics to function autonomously, free from

government control,

Tl'u:Erpu'lfmmmu: report in May 1973, titled “Processual Justice
to the People™ recommended “systematised and extensive assistance
through legal aid lawyers to our prison ", It recommended
the passing of legislaton to cstablis al'-lntmml]_cgﬂ&:mm
Authority, State Legal Aid Board, and Legal Aid Committees at the
District and Taluk {sub-district) levels with the aim to provide legal aid

Chobbildas Rajani (1976 INSC 75)

The Supreme Court also supported theidea of establishing a National
Legal Services Authority. It noted thar “if a National Legal Services
Authonty funded largely by the State comes nto being, a large
segment of the Jegal profession may be employed part-time in the
cnabling occupartion of legal aid 1o the poor™,




42nd Constitmtional Amendment
(1976)

Parliament passed a constitutional amendment, inserting Article 39A
into the Constitution. The said Article provides: “Hqual justice and
free legal aid.-The State shall secure that the opemtion of the legal
system promotes justice, on a basis of equal opportunity, and shall, n

particular, provide free legal aid, by suitable legislation or schemes or
manyu&uumy,tumsumthunppummmfmmmngpmun:m

not dented toany atieen by reason of economic orother disabilibes.™

The Juridicare Committes Report |
(1977)

In a report titled “National Jundicare: Equal Justice-Social Justice™,
the committee recommended decentralization of justice mechanisms
and strengthening Nyaya Panchayats to fadlitare grassroots dispute
resolution. It introduced *class action” as a crucal tool for addressing
collective legal gricvances.

Sunil Batra v. Delhi Administration

; (1978 INSC 147)
TESuFmt{hmmmiduu]ﬂ:ndcﬁ'}hasimdmﬂtmwdy
1 Article 21, which for dght to hife. A Constitution

mws:gcd“k:gn] as a pipcline to carry to the court the
breaches of prisonere’ basic nights ’P
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Hnssaiﬂara Khatoon v. Home S-E::retar;r,
State of Bihar (1979)

The Supreme Court declared that the “right to free legal services™ is
“dearly an essential ingredient of ‘reasonable, fair and just’ procedure
for a2 person accused of an offence and it must be held implict in the
guaraniee of Article 217, The Court also stated that “Legal md is really
nothing else but equal justice in action. Legal aid is in fact the delivery
system of sodal justice™

Initiatives by State Governments
(1979)

In the absence of nabonal legislanon on legal aid, scveral State
governments started their own provincial legal aid programmes, For
mstance, Tamil Nadu had 2 well-run free legal sid programme wath
which the Governor and Chief Justice of the State were assocated.

| The State Legal Aid Board worked actively with two retired Judges of
the High Court at the head.

Khatri v. State of Bihar
(1980 INSC 241)

The Court noted: “It is common knowledge that about 70 per cent of
the people in the rural arcas are illiterate and even morc than that
percentape of people are not aware of the nghts conferred upon them

by kv There is so much lack of lepal awareness that it has always been
recognised as onc of the pnnapal items of the of the
legal aid movement in this country to promotc hteracy.”




Committee for Implementing Legal
Aid Schemes (CILAS) (1980)

CILAS was estublished w oversee the implementation of legal asd
schemes under joint cxecutive and judicial control. In 1985, 1t fnabred
a model scheme arculated o states. A major outcome was the nse of
Lok Adslats, which became a popular, cost-effective mechanism for

swift, out-of-court dispute resolution, reducing the judiciary’s burden
while enhancing legal aid accessibality.

Legal Services Authorities Act (1987)

| To give an institutional mechanism o free legal aid services,
Parliament passed Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. The Act
established the National Legal Services Authonty (NALSA) to
exercise powers and perform functions, ensuring effective

mplementation of its mandate to promote legal aid and services

across the nation. The Chief Justice of India is the Patron-in-Chicf of

NALSA, while the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court is its
tve Chai

L

The Actof 1987 came into force on 9 November 1995, Under the Act,
MNALSA was constituted on 5 December 1995. Justice K. Ramasamy,

udge, Supreme Court of India ok over as the Executive Chairman
ufhl The first Member Secretury of the Authonty joined in
December, 1997 and by January, 1998 the other officers and staff were
also appointed. By February, 1998 the office of National Legal
Services Autharity became properly functional for the first time. 4

Ly
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ESSENCE OF LEGAL AlD: GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE



In September 2012, the UN High-Level Meeting on Rule of
Law urged Member States to ensure fadr, transparent, and
accountable legal services for all. That same year, the General
Assembly unanimously adopted the UN Principles and
Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice
Systems, which provided: ... States should guarantee the right
to legal aid in their national legal systems at the bighest
possible level, including, where applicable, in the
constitution.” A 2016 UN Global Study on Legal Aid found
that 71% of 105 surveyed countries have separate legal aid
laws.

On November 27 and 28, 2023, 191 participants from 51
countries of the Global South came together to be part of the
“Ist Regional Conference on Access to Legal Aid:
Strengthening Access to Justice in the Global South™ at New
Delhi, India. Pardcipants included judges of the highest
courts, ministers and representatives of the concerned
ministries, legal aid administrators, bar associations,
intergpovernmental organisations, academics, legal aid
lawyers, paralegals, members of civil society, and other
experts. The conference was organized by NALSA, with
support from the Government of India and in collaboration
with the Internadonal Legal Foundation (ILY), the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the United
MNatons Children Fund (UNICEF).



e
£ |

FTI: :
ey

] e
o I

=1 ]

-

iy —
,‘ —_—

&* ir.;;. Jﬁl Qf. i'hf

Valedictory Ceremoay of 18t Regional Conlerence on

"aliL'nmlunulg ACOCSS 10 Ju'-.llu in the Global South™ 2023) /g
'-""l 5 .

‘\h’-” 1. .L:‘N[L E

L







m
m
:
:




Central Authority

Section 3 of the Legul Services Asthorities Act, 1987 provides:

(1)

£2)

3

(4

)

()

)

(?)

The Ceniral Guwernment shull constitute a bady to be ealled the National Leeal Services
Authority to exertise the powers wiul perfiorm the functions confermed on, or assipied o,
the Central Autharity unider thid Act.

'“il_: l':l..'.l'li:l'ﬂl Authonty shall consts of—

() the Chief Justiee of India who shall e the Patron-in Chief;

(1) & serving or retired Judipe of the Supremie Coart to b nominated by the President in
consaltancn with the Chief Jusnce of Tnids, who shall be the Bxdcutve Charmian;
uthd

(c) such number of other members, possissinge such experience and gqualifications, s
iy bre pfucﬂ'lu:lh:,- the Cientral Govermment, o be rotrinated by that Givernmens
iy et iaion with the Chiel Justdosof India.

The Contral Giwernment shull, in cotsalvation with e Chief Justiee of Tondia, apipoing 4
persgm s e the Member-Secretary of the Central Authority, possessing such expeticnce
and quuhﬁmmuu :unm:,.n lie prresicribed by that Goverrment, b exeteise suich porwers aiid
perfiorm such duties under the Exdcutive Chaltoan of he Central Autharity us iy be
preeiceibed by that Gowernment or as may be asagried (o hitn by the Executive Chairman
of that Authaoriny
The sermes of offiee amd other conditions relamge theretts, of members and the Member-
Secretury of the Central Authority shall be such a4 may be predcribed by the Centrul
Crowernment mconsdleition with the Chiel Jostice of Tndia
IThe Cenrral Authiority may appoint such tumber of officers and otber empligess as miay
be preseribed by the Central Government, in consultation with the Chief Juspce of Tndia,
fot the effiwient discharge of its funetions under this Aot

Thie eifficers and other employees of the Central Authority shall be entitledd to such salary
and allowances and shall be subject o such tther conditions of service as may be
prescribed by the Central Gosernment in o mrpiibtation with the Chief Justice of Tndi

The administrative expenses of the Central Authority, mchuling the saluries, allowances
nrud ['u_nn.rmﬂ fupﬁlll: o the Member- "qn:l:l_-hrl]r, ||fﬁl;t:i'~.i sl other ﬁﬂI}!I!_rﬂ.‘.l af it
Central Authirity, shall be defrayed out of the Consalidated Fund oof Inihia
Al oediers and dexisions of the Centeal Authorty shull be suthenticated by the Member-
Secretry or any other officer of the Cenzesd Authonty duly surhanised by the Fseconave
Chaternan of thar Authoritge
N et or procecding of the Central Athority shall Be mvalid metely on the groand of
thie existence of any veicsnoy i, or any defect in e constitution of, the Centead Authornty.
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Froni offices, Panel Lawyers and pro-bono Lawyers, Legal Services
Management Sysiem Portal and Legal-aid Case Management Sysiem Portal




Front Office

Fvery Leszal Services Authority ks o Front Office, which i o dedicuned space for the reception
of Tejes! il beneficmeies to e applications for lopal wd, access sssistance, Jepal consultation
and legal representation in courts: “The frony offices thave Para Legsl Volunreers, Panel
lawyers, Retaner Luwyersand other ¢tafT members along with aninfrustrosiueal setup,

Online Legal Aid Systems

NALSA developed the Legzal Services Munmgrement’ Systemn (LSMS), an online platform, to
streamling and enhanee weciess (0 legal ind services seross Indie “This e-portal allows
bendherties wapply for legal aid, oplosd necetsary diciments, track thetr apprlication smms,
seek clanficibons, and send. reminders, oll through 2 wser-faendly interface. Aceessibile
therotigh NALSAY officl webwire, the LSMS porl offers several key features:

= Apply for Legal Ak Users can submit applications for kel sssistance directly through
the purtal

*  Track Application Statusg Applicants can monitor the progress of thedrbegal wid requests
et

= Vienm Compensanon: lnformuenon and appheation Bedibes for victm compensation
ureavatlahle

= Pre-Arvest Assistinee: Guidinee s support for individuals seeking legal il before ian
mrtest.

= Remindens /Clarifications: Users ean set reminders aned seeb clurifications mmparding
t['u:iu;:;-rhr:uhm

These features ensure that lornl id sefvites are mote accessible, rumvparent, and efficient,
enabling dusend espechilly those From marginalbzed communiBes, to exercise their kigal rig’i-n_f.
elfectvely.

Tev aededition vor the weh portal, H;\L‘iﬂ has mirsicuend o mobide apphicition to further extend s
resch, Uhie ‘NALSA: Lepal Services” app allows users woapply for legal aid and relared services,
incluslingressistanee from the Sopreme Court Legsal Serviees Committee.

For empanelled advocates, the "NALSA Case Mansgement Systemn’ app facilitates the
snanagernent of asspriesd cases, including festires like adding CNR numbers for case tracking.

By levernging sechnology through the LSMS portal snd mobile applications, NA lﬁﬁnum 0
ensure that free legal servios are reudlly svailable (o those in need, therely upboliling the

TEI.II,:!:I[I-I.:LIIF ]uﬁtuz:md expunfity enehirined in the Tndin legal system,
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Vhe effectivensss of legul anl framework depends on g dedicarad and stroctured workforee
commitiee] o delivering free and competent leml services

Pandl Lawyers are the lgml practitioners empanelled under Regulasion 8 (1) of the NALSA
(Free unad Competent Legal Services) Regmlations, 2010 The competeny, intesrity, suitability
und experience of liwyers are consilered when empanediing them with the Lepal Services
Institugions “They are tasked with representing henefichunies in procesdings before the cgurt.
Panel Lawyers aee paid foes by the Legl Seevides Instiutions, approved by the sgpulation of
MNALSA. They never ask for or receive wny fee or comsideration From the client sssised
thiroigeh LS1L

Retaner Lawyers ane the panel lowyers destprated o by the Charman of the' Legal Services
Irstirunon m consalixnon with the Fascunve Chateman of phe Srare Legal Services Authomty
or Manonal Legal Services Aothority s the casemay be. They are selectend for a fised period
wned st present st the Front Offices of the LS s per the roster, 'Vhe services rendered by them
iclude drafting applications, notices, and written sttements, providing free legal advice,
renchenimg legal opinions ete to persons approaching LS for assistance

ity Lassyers are deputed by the Secretry DLSA o provide lepul assistence st the pre-arrest
aned arredt stpes. At the pre-atrest stape, they assise 4 bendficiary who has been called for
inermieation by the police “Vhey sre also responsible forcaplaning the allesed offence und the
rutter for which the persin has been called for interropation. They also provide legal slvice
an] nssismnee a8 souithn ad requined in the siuetion. They slso ensure the mandate of law
dluring interripation dipecially of s wonrn sod ehilid. At 'the sreest stage, the Daty Liswyerin to
explain the Arrestee, the afleprd offence g the ground of arrest He is o responsilile Toe
providing lepal advice and assistance g8 sougrhit aned required in thesituation,

Remand Advocutes are depoted by the DESA 10 the mugnstenal Courts, Sessions Cogrt aod
ulso o the courts of Execotive Mapsirate us per the requirensent. One Remand Tawyer &
deputed for two or mone conrs ke ping in view the workload. They cven work ﬂmn_'_nghnlh!a}-u
unl ufter coure hours as and when unrepresented wnsies is produces] for remunl. They ure
uls rufmtm'lil: fior the trunshition of documents if the aceusedd i not dble to understend the
bangsteare of the documents

I addition, the Member Secretury muy send a tequest o Sendor Advocates po solunteer their
pro-bono professdindl services for rendering didvice e and wihen required. -






Para-Lepal Volunteers

Para-Legal Volunteess (PLVS) or Adbofar Migra (aitrmz B play o crucsl role in ensoring
access o justice at the wmsstoots lovel As uwned community: representatiives, thy ssaas
ncinciele—especially the marpinalied—n tavipating the legal sysiem.

Key Responsibilities of PLV 2 are as folhows:

. I..'I:.IE:_HI ."lll.i nr pll']".'“l'.' ﬁll.lli-l']'ll"ﬁ l Izl'!ll'l- -I:.'il.’l.'l'l.ll'g -I‘If I 1I'I'I."h|, I:"..‘!'r"- i"l'ﬂll't lHl“E!‘.' ST ES (e
ensure that the arrested person recenves legl aststanee throogh the nearest legnl
services st bt

* Repular Visits & I:Hul Avarcness: PLVs are députed i Fulu': stations (o help
vl icduuls anderstand their niphes, uldm.li:n;.; thetr wipht (o consult 4 bywyer sl the
avaikhulity of fn'_th:_q'.l.l servited

- Ful:ililulinj-:, lq_pll Ak PLNs inform wrrested prorsoms ahosut ther Iq__gl.l t‘i_:iﬂll;'., Asding in
serurity: legtul representation, sod connect therm with begsal wld bowyers for effective legal
syt

Through ther proactive engiirement, PEVE strve a5 o vitsl liek betwesn conumuniies and the
begenl system, ensarmyr thar justice is nod just g povilepe bot soghrsceessible o all

L.

. SISt N 3T L Tk = g

q'i‘__ .



N = 2

SERVICES ﬂ,UTHDRITY*
Ul S PUNACHAL PRADESH

-

My P v
S EEH




- —p—i e
%
e~ #  STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

) Induction Training

NAGALAND PARA LEGAL VOLUNTEERS

N M. @
" ' & L §raL we }
’ '*"‘_ "*__ & :html
. W
I i -: |I!'| % Ry
..l







Legal Aid Clinits

Lagal And Clinies, established onder NALSAYS initigtives, lrondgre the -gpap  berween fegal
ecduration snd community service by proyiding free leml add o mamnalieed - roups
Groyverned by the NALSA (Teyal Services Clings) Revsbstions, 20071 wnd the NALSA {Legal
Services Chnics in Dinvemsities, Law Collepes, anid Chther Insttutions) Scheme, 2013, these
clinies opersie under the supsrvision of Dismict Lepal Services Authonties (12L5A2) in
villues, edutational institutions, and other decessibile locations Law students, prars-legpal
voluntesrs (FLVE), sl panel lawyers offer legal wvice, assipranee in documentation, dispute
resoilution, nd legal ltemey programs By integrrating soadent participetion snd professional
oversight, these dinics promote social responsibility while ensuring justice reaches the

grmri.-u 108

Ten 2024, the Supretne Court of Indis released o report ttled “Legtal Ad Throuygh Law Schools:
A Repor on Working of Legal Aud Cells m India™, which presents an overall pretsre on the
functioningrol these clinnes
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Legal Aid Defense Connsel System (LADCS)

LADCS, sdopied by NALSA), recetved officsl approval donng the All Indis Meet of Sme Lepal Services Authorines,
corvened m the yesr 2009, Thiv syitem estahlishes o specialised panel of Legal Aul Defense Counsels dedicated solely to
procnacking legral aid I orfmina! cuses I provades legal aud, ssaiance, g representation to the benehiosnes in Crominal
mntters, which sin bne wath the ‘Pubbe Delender System”

Fuittally launched a5 a pilod initistive in 13 distnos nuoionwide for tweo year, the LADCS underwent a cotnprehensive
evitlustion. Following the success of this pilot project, the LADCS was sulsequently expande] o vunows ngaons soross
the country In its inaupuesl phace in 2022 NALSA impletnented the LADCS in 365 districts woross 22 States/ Union
Termitories

Advn 3] Devcember 2024, LADCS officeh are limeisinal in 654 disincis doedoss the country wherern 5251 sl nclodimge
MAE Defense Counsiels have been enpaped, LADCS s curmently funchons] i distaces scooxs 37 Seanen /Uinlon Ternbores.
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NALSA's VISION & MISSION: EXPANDING JUSTICE
v - S B B
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NALSA envistions a future where justive i not g privilege but o gosranteed nght sccessible to all, regrdless of
socio-ecomomic states. With 3 commifrment 1o bridging the gap between legal services imnstitutions and the
benefichines, NALSA has dedicated jsell strengthening legal akl services, ensuring thue every individual in
necd—especiully those from muargitalized and volnerabile seetions of society—has the OppPOTIUNity i arcess
puesnee without finncil o socisl conpimine ’

Aovotding o official staristice approsimitely 21.9% of Indin's popalation is below the poverty line, "This shirk
redlity underscons the need fiie & robwst legal aid system that resches the remotest corners of the nation while
alier enfuring that preoplie can actively séekosopport from Legal Services Institutions

Empowering Communities through Leyal Amareness

Legal lperacy forms the bedmck of an empowened society. An mformed citieenry s more ikely 1o cxercise nix
riphis, seck legal remedies, amd spprosch L51s when needed. Reoopnmeone this, NALSA s made lepul awareness
us one of s integrul functons " hrmagh Legal Services Help Diesks, Front s, und Prson Legzal A Clisies,
individhuuls i neeed can receive gubdunce and support in novigmiing the justice syatem.

At the educationul level, Lepal Literacy Clulss in schools and Legad Aid Clinies in collegzes serve us platfriens
dissemingte knowledge aboi lepal rghes and rémedies. These mititives foster un enviromment where young
riisseds grrony ugy with an swureniess of the Lo and their entitlements anderi.

Mo Fulll iis ambitious: vision, NALSA continually strengrhens s instinutions and builds the eupacity of eyl
servive prowiders. By motivatings and oguipping them with the nécessary shills aod resources NALSA ensures thai
they uphald the highest standarnds of petiormance gmd im:gﬂty.‘l'rﬂi-ni‘ng precagrtatnd, Workoshops; aind cotitinuous
legral eelucation muttativis belp in ereseing g cidre of didicated professiooals commited 1o the cause of pustice

Adidinomnally, mbust momineny mechanisms are posin place 1o evaluate the effectveness of legal aid services.
Thus ensures truwparency, acoountahility, sod optimal piilization of reources. Finenoial prodence rermaing o key
priority, with NALSA subvocatiog for the retionaiimtion of expenses und effective fand mumsgroment mamasimiee
the mmpact of s intlatives

T wochay's cligmtal ape, technoligy pluys & crucil role i making justice secessible NALSA as embwaced
diggtization tostreambine processes and enhance effidency. Stundacdizdon of SEFVICES, epovernuice Hitiatives,
andd online lepal gid applicanon plardforms have simplified access to lepal sestsunee, miking i more convenient
aricl user-friendly. 1o an ers where digital platforms domminate mformation exchange, NALSA has leveniged social
media, inclinding You'Tube, Bucebook, Tostgram, LinkedIn, smd X ti cxpand its reach. The 24x7 NALSA
helpline Moo 15100, dvaflable in numenous reyidral langsusges alore with Mebille Vit ensuris thist oo corner of
the country remains antoiched by losl asineence. Additionally, e-portals o the NALSA welsite enalile
rckivisiunls 1o fle appheations for legal aid and seek redressal, making justice more sccessthle than ever before. By
megeatingsrechnolingeal sdvancemems, NALSA 15 setung new benchmarks in the delivery of legal aid 2ervices.
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Beneficiaries

Nectrom 120 ibe I ol Nervaces Anthorities Ak, 1987 promdes:

Criterna furgiﬂ:fﬂg .Egd'f services—Fvery persan who has to fle
or defenil 3 cise shall be enntled o leeal services under this Act if
thett petrsomn fs—

fae}

amember of 1 Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe;

(b) a victim of trafficking in human beinges or Tegar as refernal
tos inarticle 23 of the Constitubion;

(c}
()

(t)

s worrradi of u chilid;

u petion with dishility as defined in dadgse (£) of section 2 of
the Persons With Dhsabiivies (Fgual Opportunities,
Protecnion of Rushos and Fuoll Partcipaonn) Act, 1995 (1 of
1996,

u perion under circumstunces of underserved waor guch as
heing u victim of o s dissarer, ethoe, violence, caste
atrocity, flood, drought, exrthguake or indostral dsaster; or
wn industrod workmang or

iy custondy, including costody b u prrotestive hone within the
meaning of cdase (@) of section? of the Immarsl Traihy
{(Prevennon) Act, LO5G (104 oof 1956}, or i 4 juvenile home
within the mesning of dase () of section 2 of the Juvenile
Justee Adt, 1986 (53 of 1980}, or in u pevichiatric hospital cie
pevchisteid nursings home withim the meating of daose () of
secnon ol the Meso] Hlealth Acy, 1987 (14 08 198700

ity peceipt of ganual income less than rupees ame thiesand
or pech Oother higher amount as may be presenbed by the
Stute Government, i the vuse i before ncourt other than the
Supreme Court, aod less thean ropees twelve thousand or

such other higher amoant as may he prescribed by the

Corttral Governmenit, o the case is before the Supreme

{.our.

In addinaon, ' comphance of vanous directions of the Supreme
Court oF Indin, NALSA tubies severa] inttiatives o provide froe legal
el ten the pernonis innsed.
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The Indin judical system, while robest, fices the persistent challenge of cse backlog
dedaying justics for millions ‘T address this, the Lepal Services Authorites Act, 1987 liid the
foundation for 4 systemn that prsmotes sccessible, cost-effeaive, und speedy dispuie
resolution. This mclsdis methods such s nipotiations, arbitration, concliation, sod Lok
Ackalaze all &f which have beoome: essential in ensuring justice teschis sveryone

(ver the lust three decides, WALSA has been at the forefront of institutionalising: and
expanding these mechaniams, miking justive miote accesaible to the common ctizen. From
orpanbong Lok Adalats at tsatbonal and stare levels to the estmblishment off Medbathon and ADR
Centres, NALSA: s workad eclentdessly wo provade s platiorm e amicable senlement
theouih dislogue and ol sereemeny, reducmyrithe bunden on Dndie's formal judicsl sysem.

Lok Adalats oifer an sressible, cont-effective, amd swift menns of sectling disputes outside
the conventional court system, By providimg an eguitable platform for both pre-Litigation and
pending cases, Lok Adalits bive beoorne an essential tool in prosooting Alkcrmative Dhspiute
Hesolutiom (ADR) semes Tnda 'l hey dlow for resolutions that are fuir, speedy, and
harmethows —alleviating the urgeiming: caseload of the formal judicil system.

The continued success of the Nanomal el Soe Lok Adalats over the yesrs sionds us o
testivment w0 pubilic truse in s efficency and fabmess “This reflects NALSAY unwavering
cosmmibitient to facilitating dbipote rédolistion, resioring: < rctefal harmon ¥, and stretyrthenions
atcess o juitice With millions of cases fesolved —incdluding civil disputes, matemmoiil
ek, land sequisition ssues, compoundable crmmalcses vic — Lok Adatas have become
an melispensable part of Tndia's lozal systeme Inthe pasy 7-8 years, over 26 crore cases hine
heen dispised of through Narional Faoke Ackabars assed srware than 61 kekh cases have been senled
theroaserh State Lok Adabats weroas the country.

The advent of e-Lok Adaluts in 2020 has further revolutionized access 1o justice. Vieual Lok
Adlaluts have espamded the reach of fustice, allorwing individials from renuote areas fiy SOCESS
resolution mechanisms withous the finunesl snd logistical challenges of travel: This ﬂl”t{il
transformation bas nor only saved iime and conts bul has also made [Hni'.':lp-tmm it feeseal
proceedingss more inclusive. Stnce the introduesion of 1-Lok Adibus, over 11 ervte cozes huve
been Liiq:mn,l of, mukdng justice miore nocessibide tum ever hefone

Permanent Lok Adalats have dlve emenped wn key institutions for sliernabive dispute
resolution in Indil, offering o swaft and affoslable mechunism for setling disputes related ro
public wility services outside the madinonal court system NALSAS rolt in estshlshing and

iy HLAs sorons the coanury s insramental m ensurtog thetr soccess Ulver the pasy
B9 yeary, more than 11 lakh cases Bave been resolved thioegh Permanent Lok Adaluis
mutionwide, offermyraccessible, efficient, and equitable solutions.
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DITRICT ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
CENTRE (ADR), REWARI




ADR Centres ate at the forefront of protioting faster, more accesiible
justice. By offering segotiation, arbitration, and - congliution, these
centres provade individuals with 2 struvciured yet informal environment
to resolve their disputes. With over 450 ADR Centres across Inidhy, thise
insrinutioom have imnsformedhow people mg-_,-ngilh the legal sysieen,

ADR Centres afe noe just abowt quick sesolution; they are abaout
ensuring fairness and fostering il respect between partis. Theie
cenitres alleviate the burden oa trmdidonal courtd while proemotmg
peaceful conflict resalution. By focusing oo collahomton rather than
contenton, ADR Centres conmbute to bullding sironger, more
harmonious oo et

Mediation Centers: Promoting Pescelul Resolutions

Mediation s recopnised 15 one of the mst importan and effective
mide of altermative dispute resolution in Jndis: I helps the panics w
adope & problem-solving approesch (o find ot & “winowin™ ouaténme
Unce the disprute is resalved, there is no winner or loser for the Pnrﬂq:-
e |t ﬂ-n: stilution, encourning midusl understanding and’ long-
s it reserluticms. Coarrently, mediuion B povernment by the Miediation
N, 2023

With over 1300 Medisnon Centres Operatng Eross the counry,
medtsnon has pamed recopmmon asa ahly effective ool forresolvingra
witle vanety of digputes. From business. comtructs 1 matsrmonial
mutters, from bankiog wad meursnce cases o child costody, mediation
olfers an alicrmative to lengthy court barts NALSA has furthered this
catnt by lumching @ 40+ Hour COnline Mediation Trainmg Program, in
collaboration witl the Mediaon and Concilistion Project Cominities,
per el individiuals with the skalls needed wo resolve dispotes efficieotly,

lq:qd Servites Authorities also facilitaie p.lt-imﬁtuljm: rovcali e et oo der
Sectlim 120 of the Commierdal Courts Ac, 2015.

NALSA t5 also orpaniang 15-Houn Advancad Commercisl Medianon
Traming Program in collshoraion with the Internatonal Academy, of
Mesdmeors, Trmgmmgrpiobsl expertise 1o India’s medianon landseape Ths
pnitative wims o enhance skills for dealing with complex commendal
disputes
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e MEDIAHON CENTRE & COMMENDATION CERE}

Chiel Guest CGidest af Hanou
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Al fts core, justics serves to protect the innocendt wnd bold wrongdoers scoountahle. Beyond pusishment, troe

jstice st he reparative—ensoritig victine recetve adequite compensation for their sufferitg, This principle
recegmines that the lw must not only puntsh offenders but also help heal thise harnd by criminal offences

Victims ofien beoome the Torgotten people in our eriminl justice sysiem. They and their funifics bear the
heayican burdens — finencial hardship, emotone treiemis liss of seputation; wid enduring gael. While o
muonetary sim o restore o human life or emse taume, compensation peovides criacial supxport for
petalsilitatwen and recivery

The jourmey, foand structured victim compensston began with the 2003 Malomath Comomutive veport
(Comminee on Reforms of the Caminel Justice System). “Uis comprehensive review of  Inifin’s legal
framework idemified criveal gaps m vicim rehabilimoon, ‘The Comminee’s recommendanons led to
sipoihicamt reforms, culminating n the 009 umendment introducing Section 357 A — extablivhing the Vietim
Compensation Scheme. This provision provided a decsive mle o the Districs Legul Service Authority, /State

Legal Service Authonty to deade the quantum of competisation to be awarnded wnder the relevant victm
comipensution seheme,

The present frmmevark poverning the Victm Compenaation Scheme (VOS] n Trudia is primanly paided by the
prowidions of the Bharativn Noparik Suridchi Senihite (BNSS), 2023 the Code ol Crimitm] Procedore (CeNC),
1973 arid vordous Em.upu:ijiui boes und policies. Additiosally, NALSA hus slso isbadt] puidelines for the
inplementation of * the scheme, citlining . procedures for filinge claimi dm] Jnhumiug compensiation o
vichm

MNALSA's Pioneering Role

MNALSA has spearheaded runsformanive infiabves for victios seooss Indis. A lindmarc sehievement s the
NALSA Compensation Scheme for Women Vit /Survivors of Sexus! Assanlt/(hher Crames — 2018,
frasnedd i coanplisnce with the Supreme Coun's directive in Nipun Saxena and Anr v Union of India & O
(Wit Petition (Civil) N 565 of 20123 This comprehensive scheme aims to provide mionetury ad for
n:.'tuJ]JHm_unm of victms of sewml violence amd ahuse. [t vutlines dear application procedures, eliglility
eritenin, und compenauion aounts based oo offense gravity.

The commitment of Lefnl Services Authoritiel goes fur heyomd monetary competisation o victims Ty s
absout ooffering holiste suppoet —from imedical reatment st ppchologneal counsellingr v egml asamance. Te

i alsiut ensuring thisl victims recoive ot just financial sopporee for thidr Tosses, ot sho the ticcetsary
risouroes o rebuild their hves and fined  paith to recovery

Since implemenmton, vicim compensstion schemes fave benefited over 1.2 1akh viepime throwgsh inerm
and final compensation uml dishursed an impressive amount of T206 crores. IThis reflecss NALSA's
unwavering dedicarion wo creating & justice system tha notonly ponishes crime bovaso beals s wounds
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The Utder-rmal Review Committes (LNTRE) 5 an oversight moechantam beaded by the Thstret. e

reviews cases of undertrials wiho have visihly stayed longer in prisem than necessary, and recommend
the release of such umdertrls

UNVRES onipinuted whier o lener Ty retired Chief Justioe BUC Liheit i 2013 highliphted prissn
overcrowding concerns This letter was registered a8 Public Intefest Litigtion (WP (C) 406/ 2015) by
the Supremie Court of Indis “Theoweh leodmer k. orders, the Court' gesdudly expanded LFIRCS
mandare — directing review of cased under Section 4360 CrPC in 2015, estallishing quarterly

mectings from 20016, and sipmihchody expuinding it porview o founeets citepories ol bmbes m May
N6,

Fach district-devel UTTRO operates ander the Dinerot Judee's chatrmanship, with members inchehng
the Distror Magsatrate, Supenntendent of Police, Secretary of Phsinct Legal Services Authority, and
Pricon { Mficer-in-charge. In 2HE, the Supreme Court approved  NALSA's Standend O perating
Procedures for LFVRES, providing nationwide standandized gutlehnes
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The Premature Release Framework

As of Ociober 2024, Toudia's 1,250 prisons sre operating st 114'% capachy, henasing 505,870 nniates
dlesprite s capacity of 378,000,
Througrhout 2004 L TTRCs identified 78 492 prisoners, seotnumenided 55 594 for releaso, filed 39744
applicutions, sl secured rdedom for 25 982 individusls (5% of the wiel peison population). s
representy & 108% increase in relessis compared 1o 2019, with the wodertrial proporton manginally
clectirrir Erom TH% w0 7460,

While ITTITRCs shidress unilenrals, NALSA's commimment exeends to comvicted preseners showing
reformation. he premarurne release process, esablished theoueh NALSA's 2022 Stmmdard Opersting
Procedursy, offers a pathway for rehahilitated convicts w rejain society befone o anpleting: theie frtd
senterces

"Thiy wuthsonity detives from Section 432 of the Coamingl Procedure Code (Section 473 in BNSS) and
Articles 161 and 72 of the Constitution, which vest :Im.n:umu;ry power i the appropriute
grmvernment, Governos, and Pretident eespectively, The Medel Prison Manual 2006 outlines fiws
tvpes of prematyre releuse  commutation of sentence, remission of wem Crelease throdgh

cutiatitutional powers, unil relesse under special seire lows,

Risponding 1o Sapreme Court direcives m multiple cases, NALSA developed . comprehensive
procedures addressing: key process points: steodurdied wdentfcaton of clighle conviets,
strearlined applivsion prepamanon, coondinaion berween authortes, clear nmehnes, and robas
frthow-up mechanisms for rejecied gpplications.

Fuor rejected applications, NALSA ensures comnprebensive legul assistance through 2 tult-tiensd

suprport system imolvetg Distoct Legal Services Authonties, High Court Legal Services Committees,
ane the Supreme Court Legal Services Committes when necesssry.

NALSA's dual focus ooy LITRCs end preroatuce selesse creates dn inteprutiad ecodystem where justioe
extends heyond procedurl complisnce mru.:nmn;.;ﬁ.ll tran firmation By facilititing both underseriul
review sl st -tonviction foletie proceises MALSA ensures that ceformation and rehabilivadon
remuatn central v Tndias correctonal phitlosugpby.

Through these concered effores, HHL:‘L_& compimees. s mission o decrease prisom overcrowding,
reddice wnnecessary detention, wnd Glf the comsimenomd promise s justice resches overy
udivacual within India’s prison system — sransforming fives and apholding digmity through the power
o Lo,

61



rmwmmmﬁmamvmgi




Prsom Legral Awd (Tinides (PLACs) stand a5 vital bridpes eompecting incarcernated individoals with the justics system
Hstahlished under the Nabonal Legral Services Amhority's mamndaee, these clinies ensure that the constitutional puamantes
of Il representution reschis every comner of Todia's prisun s;ysm:u}_

The Evolution of Prison Legal Aid :

MALSA revized S08 an Acoosa
Prizon Legal Akd Climics e el Mk Serwices b
& (PLACS) s=lugp in afl priscns d Filaonars gl
: acnEs ndia wuum
jr 2016 ]
MALSA prepared SO o o Bl Execuiive

Regressndatinn of Persans In Chmirmian, AL SA spproved T for
Custaty strangifening the funchioning o

Inside a Prigen Legal Ald Clinic

Fach PLAC operates a8 o dedicared space within prison premises, ttmn;g.mlly loeatesd 1 cominon sreds b ensore
unfeirered soess for all inmars These clinies are equipped with essential mirsrroctre—mbles, chars, compurers;
interner uccess, prners, and bisie kaw books in bifingusl formae T his creates an environmen where the primary mansdae
o ensunng oo pemson remams without legal representation st any stugre of cremensl proceedings can be effectvely pursoed,

Jaudl Vi Lawyers spind severul bowrs cach week misade prisotm, identifvirys cased elipible for relesse dnder the mandate
of Ulndertetal Review Commitiecs, prowadiog lepal advice, dinfting -upplﬂ::l.lmn:u,und connecting mmates with the outsdde
wintled. Both umnnumw PLVxand comact PLVs wodk 1o énsure no prisoner senins unrepresenied.

The Face af I.-I:gﬂhllﬂ_in Prisons

The heatt of the PLAC system lies in its dedicsred functionanes, which include (us on 31 October 2024):
= 3529 Tl Vissteng Lowyers, ot OF whach 2 538 [71.9%) muade lowvers and 991 (281%0) female lewyers
+ 1,132 Community PLVS outof which 773 (68.29%) male PEVS and 359 (31.7%) fetmale PLV
» 1035 Conyict PLV (selected from among educated, well-behaved inmates)

‘The PLACS stund a5 reminders that the pursuit of justive knirws b houndaries, phiysical or othenstse, with over 475,000
irndivicdoals io juls rocdiving lepal ssshstance in 2024 alone

‘T'he effectiveness of TLACS siems from the robust monitoring mechantsm estsblishesd m the July 2024 Framewors. DLSA
Secrctuties conduct monthly inspestions of the climes, while Districn & Sessions Judpes (os Chaimmen of DESAS) conduct

quarterly inspechions
@
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NALSA {Legml Services to Disaster Victins throwgzh Legal Services Anthorities) Scheme,
2000

NALSA (Victims of Traffickingand Commercial Sexoal Explottation) Scheme, 2015
NALSA (Lew Seryices to the Workers in the Unonganised Sevtor) Scheme; 2015
NALSA (Effective lmplementation of Poverty Alleviation Schemes) Scheme, 215
MWNALSA (Ll Services to Seanorr Citieens) Scheme 2010

NALSA (Legal Servces to Vietms off Aokl Avtaek) Scheme, 2006

Standie] Ovperating Proceduns for Representation of Persons in Castody, 2006
Stindird Operating Procedure fioe Redressal of Comiplains/Pubilic Geievances, 2016
Fansuring Access to | ustice for Widows Living fn Shelter Flomes, 2017

MNALSAS Compenaation Schemme for Women Victims /Survivors of Sexosl Asaault /COhther
Crimyes, HI1B

Early Aveess o Justice st Pre-Armear, Arrest and Remmand Stage, 2019
Legal Aid Defense Counel Scherme, 2002 (muodified) -
Srandird Oiperating Procedire for Under" il Review Comminges, 2002

MALSA Seandand Operating Procedures On The Process OF Premature Rdewse, Parole
Anel Fusrhsugh OF Prisoners, 20122

NALSA (Chikd-Triendly Legal Services for Chilidren) Scheme, 4124

NALSA (Legal Services 1o Pemsons with Mental Hiness and Persons with Intellectual
Pigabiilities) Seleme, 2024

NALSA (ASHA- Awaresiess, Support, Help atid Actinn) Standand Operating Procedure.
Verwards Fliminuting Child Lhmghmb

NALSA {M'L"Hﬂ'l Justice Awareness For Grssroots Information And Tratsprarency
Initiutive’) Scheme, 225

MNALSA [mw j}rngﬂmfm And Wellness r‘lli\'%ﬂiﬂﬂ - For A I:l'l_'l:lg ez IIHEI“]
Scheme, 2125

NALSA (SAMVAD — Stremprhening: Access to Justice for Manginalined, Vulneruble
Aclivasis andd Denotifed /Nomadic Tribes) Seheme, 2025

&






Mational Legal Services Authority v. Uninn
of India, (2014) 55CC 438

NALSA, by virne of Secuon 4(d) of the Legal
Services Amthormes Ao, 1987, has m jake
necessary steps by way of socal justice linganon
with any matter of special concern oy the weaker
socnond ol the socicre.

NALSA stood up for the Transgender
community by filing a Writ Petition o address
their strugeles The petiion hiphfighted the
painful experences ol Transpender individoals
and stressed that everyone has the apht 10
determine their own genderidentity.

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the
perition, recognizing the Transgender
community’s Aght to sell-identify and granung
lepal cecopnitinn for their gender, whether male,
female, oo thind gendes. The Court also directed
the government o ensire the commumniy's
weliare, offer educatonal and social benefits,
and provide reservanons in educatonal
mEtutons and povernment jobs which further
supports their integration into sociely.
Furthermore, 1t declined that Hijras and eunochs
would be recopnised as a “thind gender” 1o
protect ther rights onder the: Consttution and
the lam

The Court declared that “Hijras, eunuchs; apart
from' binury genders, be treated a5 “third
gender™ for the purpose ol salegunding their
aghis under Paret IH ol our Consnmutson and the
laws made by Parliament and the Stare
Legishiture. 1theld: “Recognition of transgender
pi:ﬂnmﬂnntnmnlﬂ;nmﬂnlﬁﬂw._lul 2
human tghts sssue™

®




Bachpan Bachao Andolan v, Union of India, (2014) 16 SCC 616

T'he huckyrroumd of the case stems froen o contempt petition filed by the pettioner, which rused concerns about how =
complamt regarchnge 3 missing child was beattg handled by the police. The case mvolves the implementation of  varoos
rmnrrrlnfm uf the 'Iuw:nﬂ-: Jistice [ are and Protectiom il Children) Act, 2NN, o= amended n 2006, The p-ci,lhnri farderd 55 @
result OF the neeed to adibress the oishmndling of missimg child coses and ensure betier enborcement off child profedtion kiws

under the Juvenile Act.

Ins respaonse t0 these concerns, the Mutional Lepal Services Authority (NALSA) came into the pleture w8 it plays a critical
fosle in providing leesl sid and eomuring that the fghus of volnerble grougr, such a5 chilidren, sre protecied The Legal
Strvices Authonities recruits Para-lessd vodunteers (PLVS) at vardous levels, The FlonTile Court directed that thete PLVS
shuall et utilized, in o way that o lesst one PLY is deputed in euch police station o keep & watch over the manoer in which
the commplains rerarding missing children wod other offences aguins children ate deals with”.

Comviderning the sugrprestions and subinissions made by NALSA, the Court also ditected that every found/ tecovered child
mwat be inmediiely photographed by the police for the purposes of sdvertisement and spreading waareness about the
missing child which further supports effors o reunile nissirgs children with ther Bunilies

The cise significantly impacted the protection snd welfure of chilifren, who sre one of the ey beneficianes under Section
12 of the Legral Services Authorties Act. The Coure ensoted thar éhldren’s nphits are better protecied ot the grastroots
level. This cane thus hU:.:hgl]u‘ﬂni the framuswork for pﬁwuli:np; iu;_r_:tl amd wrud !-:I.I-l.:l';'_'LIJ.LI'r.III[Iﬂ (R3TE l'q_{his ol chililren, ult;_;nlttl;
with the 1:]:|}|:|:l|n:1 ol the |.1:_|._|F.L'E Sorvices Authonties Act o eniure imely justice an] LUfIiED Feir vulnerihle ETOups,
partcularly ciuldren




Sampurna Belura v. Union of Indis & Ors., (2018) 4 8CC 433

Phin lanskmgrk cane s vet another effortowarnds eifective mmplementation of chld weltare v The case relutes o effective
moplementatiom of the fuvenile Justice (Care and Proteonon of Chaldren) Ace, 2000 pertaining to juvetiiles m conthcrwath

the law. The Cowrt stutesd that “the primary objective of the [] Act, i to ranternite & juvenile in conflice with law m socety
an] tormelvabilinte that juvendle™. (Para 71)

A comcernod atieen, Sampurnag Behara ratsed the tsues reranding the lupses and flaws in the systematic implemientation of
the Aot and how, only cosmietic chungies wene mtronfuced @ pround level with the resuli tha vineeless chilidren continee o
|3 :li.u]:lj:::.'bl}f el fectal u{rﬂhy.

The Coun bighlighted the statutory and constitutional oblipsions of the Government. The Court bsued a codbinuing
mandamus, fir implementation of Laws enncted by the Parlamens m public mtesess Potnted oot that in is "emenoally the
preimnary responsibyiliny of the executive™

A derailex] repont developad by NALSA on the eaistng fuciliies or implementation of the 2000 Act was referrad The
Repirt coonsisied fssnes perminitg o Juvenile Justive Boanls, Child Weltsre Committess and Heomes under the 2000 Aey,
THe Conurt El‘lilflh.l.lhi:l'ﬂj the mole of Probation (Ofhcers i eelmbilitnnion sod socs] interesiion of 2 juvenilé n conflics with

L, g'ving il Eltlr.l'ljl‘iu.tl'l_'l: tos thetr duties

Andther Report was sithmitied by NALSA which paimted out Tarpe mmber of inguiries pesding before the | |Ba Therelsy, o
" lrabring Module for Probation Officers™ in the Juvenile Justice Bourds was brovgh by NALSA o 2006 The samne was
believied to be extrémely useful fur tradiingr the byl ald Eoayers who repreesent juveniles s conflict wiih L

The Court divdcted NALSA to implemient the *Vikitor™ sydtem through DIS AL to take unscheduoled vigits v Child Care
Irtstititions to uscermin their functoning as per mamlutes, for improvement of Tving condinons The wril petition wais fir
forthwith imiplementanon of the 1] Act, 2000 0 true letter amd sperit. The Court sated “The obligiton of socety 15 to
provncide solace snd comborn o these chiddrenand sdberence to the monmom standands of caee™. (Puta B5)

These mesbures aimed o improve juvenile care, ethanee overmphit of child care mmmunon aml ensure better
rehabsifition and socal migranon of juventdles. The case remiorced ocietys abligation o protect and care o valnerabile
chitldren, ensanng the mplementaton of the Juvenile Justree Acem reoe letter and spru,
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Suthas Chakema v. Union of India, (2024) INSC 813

This case sddressed the oritienl ssue of overcrowded prisoos: and the inhumaoe treatment of prsoners due o poor
comiclitiones, inclding oyererowiding and imhynenic environments.This cose alio fooesed on the dght 1 access free 1l
ait] for inmates. The datn recetved by the Jul Visiting Lawyers (VL) 12 collected and compiled by NALSA,

It wars higghiishted that free legal assntance s a fundamental tght, even i the individual is undsware of this right or does not
seek legral aidd em thefr own. Hvery permon in costody i3 benefichary under Section 12 of the Lepal Services Authorities Act,
1967, and entitled 10 lepal services under this Act These righis are also inherent under Aricle 21 and Arside 39-A of the
Conssitution. Addivionally, new criminal laws, soch ss Section 341 of the Bhartiya Naoarik Soraksha hnul:h:,l'i}.?.l, Furtfier

r:hiﬁurn_: I}u:u-_pmunihﬂn

e Consrt emphusied that “Legal sid to the poor shouldnot be poor kegalaid. Te mus invodve 2 counsel wh defemds th
mexrsesd dilipenily and o the bes of their abilines™ Thie Courr further stated that this is o “comstitutionally puscantesd
expoctution.” The Court slsa stresced the importance of swareness for the successful functioning of the byl bid

mechanisim
T'He Court direcied:
* In public plices like police sttons, post offices, bus stands, milway stations ac boards in prominent plices be

dhpln}uu] fuﬂliﬂhi.‘!‘ig,; the wddiress for coniger ord the pl-'nur_- ruarmbwers of the meifest Iq;ul gild affice. "1'his shiwidd lae
done in the local langroagee wd in Bogdidh

*  Promotional compaigns in the local oy be undertaben theough lein'Hl.-]l Indin Radio/ Doordarshan 1 his will
be in addition to the promodional memsunes undertahen throh the daggralivanon process — like hooting of websites
atnd preominent mention thereon on the bunding piape of the legal services authority whenever permissilale

* “lo croite complete swireness abiour the exdiomnce oF legml sid schemes, promotions] campaiyos may indode such
other dreatve  messutes mclding onmabation o strect corner plavs (nuldod takak) in rueal dreas so that the pocr
ruril missed comprehend the fucility availuble to/them throogh thie legal aid dchieme These shoakd be ondettulken
withot dislocating the nommal life of ctzens: Further, these messares will not only create swareness ahout el gid
sy the eroused but will also create awareniess for theyvictms s Ffoe those whose cavil ti[.;'uuha-u:'he:n nfrngred.

*  The Lol Services Authonties will periodically review and apckate SOP-2022 foe the Ulndevtrisl Review Commitiee

T resperie, NALSA formubied Standard Operating Peocedunes (SOPS) fie acoess 1 legal abd servidesin prison and the
functiomag of Prison: Legal Atd Chnics (PLACs). NALSA aleo sntmoduced messunes (o strenghen the monitonng of
PLACS and review ther funcoonimz Furthermore, NALSA moochoeed vhe “Hardy Access o Justice st Pre<Arrest, Arresr,
and Reenand Stage Framework™ w provide free legal assistanee from the omserof the legal process.

To mmprove ransparency, Nﬂllir‘. mmplementesd the “Inmates Informanon Aceess 1o Redanves™ system, which alloras

preeserners wind thesr relatives o Ié:::ﬁmhmds reparchngr the prsoners case; mnclimling hearing dates, parole spplicanons, ami
reression periodi, thioogh e-Kionhs installed injails
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Shri B. Bibari Sharmu (94 years), retired UDC, whes given Lifetime Achicoement Award by
Justice Siddbarth Mridul, Chief Justice, High Court of Manipur in recognition of exemplury services rendered
s & functionary of Manipwr SLSA for 32 yewrs,




LS N Ll TR S

iy .
o T l I II'I||-

it ama Ry S v SRR
,m 'rl i_l-. |n'.-=-:1 "r .
F

rl

mqmmmhmm wwﬂmw;mwunﬂw;m
!ﬁ#mﬁﬂmﬁ;r
e




L YW & s?s- £

HN* ff«TﬂHA STATE LEG&L S:Fc‘u e il..lTH'WRITT

|-,'_,'|E J




ra . i'_lp"lbln

aurATIONGERE THE
| LEGAL LIFgFaL) Miuu'u—- |

‘JTT&‘E

_‘ _ A *r







(-] m"TZ
Y

o A AP Y T e e AR




" LINDER THE AGIES OF NALSA & Tstsa - - ]I
DISTRICT LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY
C.TY CIVIL COURT HYDERABAD. T
i3 g L - i
N =

I

lllll

HE i



v2ud 2072 &lq‘m‘] e AR, ANEIIE,

W IS SRRa S1al Heo tiol NAH Biajell #T6 Vsl B9l Sog
ele #1 of - l00

|. -'.I- I|_|| .I ' |

4

1
I

II ||
L]
|

i

|
i

|:|H

'l
f

'(
i

;

1

[



QII I 1y

-—-.—-—.—l-'l—- ...-l—l-—q.uJ---l-

P R - e

(PEILIITL OF LEG, AAR e-m-| HEAE SUHARENTSS (1 U |

]
e AL i ®=h T TTRTIIR C-IEETEE

EREWRLIOAL, PRAACIH VTATE LIEAL BIX TRLE IETERETY
g & T




-

..-r

Mega Legal Awitreness Camp, Ladakh




" Legal Awareness about CARA, Mephalaya
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