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CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR ACT No. 11 OF 1944 11

{Tar CeNtrAL PrOVINCES AND BERAR REGULATION OF
Coucuing Acr,1944].§

rivcived the usseént of tho Governor on the 26th March 1944 ; assend firsé published in the Central

Provinces und Berar Guzeite on -.lm 31st Man:h 1944.]
Amended by Mah. 10 of 1963.
An Act to prevent couching by uaqualiited persons:

WHEREAS it is expedient to prevent couching by unqualified persons ;

It i3 hereby enacted as follows :—]

Pruazable.

1. 3(Z)] This Act may be cited as the Central Provinces and Berur Regulation ghort title

of Couching Act, 1944,
Y(2) It extends to the whole of 4[the State of Maharashtra].]

$fand oxtunt].

rugiatuc -d

2. In this Act, the expression “ registered practitioner” S[means & person Meauing of

cepistored under—
(a) the Bombay Medical Act, 1912 ;
() the Central Provinces and Berar Medical Registration Act, 1916 ;
(¢) the Medical Registration Act (of 1348 Fasli) ;
{d) the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 ; or

(¢} any other lsw for the time being in force in the State, which regulates the
registrution and practice of practitioners, and who posscsses sach qualifications
for the practice of surgery as the Stute Governmaent may, for the purposes of this
Act by notification in the Official Gazelte, recognise.] '

3. *[Notwithstanding anything coutuired in any other luW, whaever, not being
a registered practitioner, or nct possessing qualifications entitling him to be a
registered practitioner,] couches or attempts 10 couch or agrees or offers by physical
means or interference with the eye to give vision to a person suffering from cataract,
with or without that person’s consent, shall, on conviction, be punishuble with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six mouths or
with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees or with both. -

t ¥For Statemont of Objects and Reasons, see Central Provinces and Herar Qazette; duwed the 2nd
April 1943, Purt T1, page 8.

T The whulo Aét bas been continued aftm -20th April 1948, vide provisions of Centrul l'rovmces and
Beepr Act XEVIIL of 1047, 6. 2(2). - e

& "This Act wus extended to, nod ahall be in foreo in the whole of tho State of Mahamahbm (mdc n.
of Mah. 10 of 1963).

* Theso words were substituted for the portion beginning with the words “ And whereas” and
vnding with the words * the following Act:—-' by Mah. 10 of 1963, &. 3,

3 Scctivn 1 was renumberod as sub-section (1) ond sub—aeutwn(") wasinserted by the Bombay
{Vidarbha Region) Adaptation of Laws (State and Coneurrent Subjecis) Order, 1950,

¢ These words were substituted for the wordas *' the Vi‘dnrbbu Region ** by Mah, 10 of 1963, a. 4{a).

* Thess words were insorted, ihid., s, 4(b)
- % This portion was substituted for the purtivn beg;mng with the words * sball huve® md onding
wxdl the word and figures * Act, 1916, ™ ibid., ».

7 This portion was substituted for tho portion ln.gmning with the words * Whesvce” snd sading

with the word and figuecs.  * Aok, 1916, sbid., . 6.

praotitionsr.
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Penalty for 4 Whoever abete the commission of an offence under this Act shall, on conviction,
abotment of po ounichable with the punishment provided ‘for the offence in section 3. -

offence.

. Offence tobe 5. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Ctiminal Procedure, V of

cogairable, 1898, an offence punishable under this Act shall be cognizable and bailable and may 18%%
sompound- ~ be compounded with the permission of the Court.

able.

Jurisdiction g, (7) No Magistrate having powers infarior *[to that of a Presidency Magistrate
Magistrates. OF & Magistrate of the first class] shall try any offence punishable under this Act. ‘
m (2) A Magistrate may take cognizance of an offence under this Act— ‘7
(a) on a report of a police officer ; ’
(b) on information of any other person ;
(¢) upon his ovn knowledge or suspicion that such offence bas been committed :

Provided that no cognizance shall be takep where the offencé alleged waa
committed more than six months previously. .

i
r

3 Theso words were substituted for the words "tothutofthpmﬁond'ohu"bymmoﬂm.l.'l.




