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Pedestrians left with no space to walk

Nlegal parking and
encroachments choke
city footpaths

Logmar News NETWORK
NASHIK, DEC 31

Footpaths meant for
pedestrians are no longer us-
able for walking in many parts
of the city Instead, they are
occupied by vendors and even
used by speeding vehicles.
Feotpaths that were already
encroached upon by hawkers,
handcarts and stalls are now
being taken over by vehicles
as well, creating a serious

safety risk for pedestrians.
As a result, traffic conges-
tion Is common in areas such
as Raviwar Karanja, Main
Road, Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Panchavati Karanja, Dwarka,
Mumbai Naka, Chandak Circle
and MICO Circle. At the
same time, citizens are left
asking an exasperated ques-
tion: where are they supposed

Footpaths are for
pedestrians, right?
According to traffic rules,

footpaths are reserved only for
pedestrians. Vehicles are not

Fines and action
ineffective

Driving or parking vehicles cn
footpaths is a punishable
offence under traffic rules.

Footpaths or
alternative roads?

Whenaver traffic slows down,
two-wheelers, auto-
rickshaws and even cars are

allowed to drive onor park on often seen climbing the Thare are provisions for finas
footpaths. However, these rules footpath. Vehicle drivers and even seizure of vehicles,
are being openly violated. using footpaths asan The civic body is also

ive road has become responsidle for removing
ta walk? a daily spectacle, encroachments from footpaths.

In busy areas like major
junctions and markets, or
around schools, colleges and
hospitals, footpaths are
crowded with hawkers, hand-
carts and food vendors. In
many places, the footpath is
completely blocked, forcing pe-
destrians to walk on the reoad.
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Lives of pedestrians at risk

Children, senior citizens and people with disabiities are forced to
walk in constant fear on footpaths. Fast-moving vehicles
appearing suddenly increase the risk of accidents. In many places,
heavy encroachment has left no safe walking space at all. During
the monsoon, the situaticn becomes even worse due to mud,
potholes and moving vehicles,
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Green, clean Simhastha mission from Jan 3

NASHIK: With the
Simhastha Kumbh Mela
scheduled to be held in
Nashik—Trimbakeshwar
in 2027, ensuring cleanli-
ness and environmental
sustainability has become
a top priority. The Kumbh
Mela Development Au-
thority will launch a large-
scale cleanliness campaign
from Trimbakeshwar city
on January 3, 2026, and
Commissioner  Shekhar
Singh has appealed to citi-
zens, institutions and or-
ganisations to participate
in large numbers to make
the initiative a success.

Commissioner  Singh
was addressing a meeting
held at the Nashik-Trim-
bakeshwar Kumbh Mela

NIMA
Nabhar,

Authority  hall.
President Ashish
CREDAI Secretary Tushar
Sanklecha, District Gov-
ernment  Hospital Medi-
cal Officer Dr Dayanand

Deshmukh, Trimbakesh-
war Govemment Indus-
trial Institute Principal Dr
N. B. Gurule, along with
representatives of colleg-
es, educational institutions
and charitable organisa-
tions, were present.

He informed that the
cleanliness campaign will
begin at 8 am on Sat-
urday, January 3, from
Trimbakeshwar. ~ Special
cleaning activities will be
undertaken at key loca-
tions including Sangam
Ghat and Gautam Talav
area, Vetal Maharaj Tem-
ple vicinity, Akhada park-
ing area, Nivrutti Maharaj
Chowk, and the Gautam
Talav bridge.

The campaign will see
participation from govern-
ment departments as well as
NGOs, civil society groups,
religious trusts, social or-
ganisations, youth and com-
munity volunteer groups,
health, water and sanitation
NGOs, college students, res-

ident welfare associations,
local volunteers, and ad-
venture and trekking groups
active in the Brahmagiri-
Trimbak region. Commis-
sioner Singh stressed that
support from organisations
through Corporate  So-
cial Responsibility (CSR)
funds will play a vital role
in sustaining cleanliness
initiatives. He said such
drives will be conducted
regularly to ensure a clean
and green Kumbh Mela.
Emphasising the spirit of
“Our City, Our Kumbh
Mela.” he sought coopera-
tion from media, radio and
digital promotion partners
to ensure wide publicity
and increased public par-
ticipation.
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Rs 108 crore infra push

NASHIK: The Na-
shik—Trimbakeshwar Sim-
hastha Kumbh Mela De-
velopment Authority has
approved  development
works worth Rs 108.27
crore in its recent meet-
ing.

Authority ~ Chairman
and Divisional Commis-
sioner Dr. Praveen Gedam
directed the concerned
departments to expedite
the process of issuing No
Objection Certificates
(NOCs) so that all Kumbh
Mela-related works are
completed within the stip-
ulated timeframe.

Dr. Gedam was speak-
ing at a review meeting
of departments associated
with the Authority, which

was held via video confer-

encing.
During the meeting,
administrative  approval

was granted for several
key projects. These in-
clude the construction of a
new administrative build-
ing in Trimbakeshwar,
water supply works at Kh-
erwadi, Sukene, Odha and
Deolali railway stations,
and the appointment of a
survey consultant for sur-
vey and allied works relat-
ed to land acquired by the
Trimbakeshwar Municipal
Council.

Approval was also
given for the construction
of toilet blocks, internal
roads and allied works
in ten akhadas in Trim-

bakeshwar under the Sim-
hastha Kumbh Mela plan,
as well as for projects to
strengthen the power sup-
ply system in the Trim-
bakeshwar area.

In addition, adminis-
trative approval has been
granted for the construc-
tion of a new bus stand at
Shri Kshetra Saptashringi
Gad.

Dr. Gedam stated that
with limited time remain-
ing before the Kumbh
Mela, all departments
must plan to complete the
approved works before
March 2027. He empha-
sized the need to complete
NOC-related procedures
at the earliest to avoid de-
lays.
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