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From new ghats to healthcare,
Kumbh planning in full swing

Lokmat Times spoke to Kumbh Mela Commissioner Shekhar Singh for current status

Arasn Knaxpee
LOKMAT HEWS HETWORK, NASHK

imhastha Kumbh

Mela, the grand reli-

gious  event that

attracis  crores o
devotees, is just a few
months away. Consldering
the magnitude of this event,
OUMErcus  arrangements,
facilities and infrastructure
need to be in place to cater to
lakhs of devotees who will be
visiting Nashik and
Trimbakeshwar. Many
believe the administration
will fail to complete works on
time and even il it does, the
struetnres will be substan-
dard, But concerned officials
are confident that with
the advanced technology at
their disposal, everything
will be ready before
Kumbh. Against the back-
drop of these contrasting
opinions, Lokmat Times
spoke to Kumbh Mela
Commissioner Shekhar
Singh to get the real insights
into ongoing works.

Fila phata

LOKMAT TIMES
Kumbh Update

New ghats in Nashik and
Trimbak

The Kumbh Mela Commis-
sioner stressed the need for
new ghats to distribute deve.
tees during Shahi Snan. He
said new ghats, around six
kilometres in denzth, ave being
built in Nashik. Similarly,
Trimbak too will have new

hats.

Trimbakeshwar
Irrigation Scheme

“We are working on lifting
‘water from Bezo Dam and fill-
ing Ahilva Kund and Ganga
Sagar Kund, where devoteos

Lift

Healthcare infrastructure and facilities

The administration is working extensively to build robust
healthcare facilities for Kumbh, According to Shekhar Singh, the
health centre naar Tapovan will be upgraded and the number of
beds in Indira Candhi hospital will be raised fram 60 to 100, He
further added, "Fuery ghat will have two Intensive Care Unit (1CU)
beds far emergency cases. Both Outpatient Department (OPD) and
Inpatient Department {IPD) will be available at Sachugram. There
will be 60 to 70 fully equipped ambulances in Nashik and 40 o so
in Trimbak, out of which, a few will be purchased and others will be
rented, Devotees will be able to call an ambulance at any location
by dialing the emergency helpline - 108." Apart from these
arrangements, he stated, we have trained manpower and ample

stock of medicines.

can take holy dips. This move
is aimed at diverting the
crowd from Kushavart to othar
kunds, A large water tank iz
being built in Trimbak for
storing water pumped from
Beze Dam, Apart from filling
these Kunds. it will be used
for other water supply projects
in Trimbak,” Shekhar Singh
said,
Ring road project

Shekhar Singh said, “We
are very optimistic about the
ring road projects, There are
a fow hurdles in the process,

Mashix First
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but the read will be ready be-
fore Kumbh Mela. We are
waorking on it.”
Sewage Treatment Plants
(STP) and sewerage systems
Sewerage systems will be
developed under the
AMRUT-Z scheme and munic-
ipal bonds, Throwing light on
STPs, he said, “Work on up-
gradation and setting up new
S§TPs is underway The new
project is based on the Pub-
lie-Private Partnership (PPP)
model. Payment to the con-
tractor will be done in install-

Quality control

The Kumbh Mela Commissioner
underscored during the
conversation the importance of
maintaining high quality while
developing infrastructure
projects. "We have a three-tier
structure to ensure that every
work is of high standard. Firstly,
the contractor is responsible for
delivering quality work.
Sacondly, our engineers are
inspecting engning warks and
thirdly, we have appointed third
party companies to chack the
quality of Infrastructure
projects,” he stated, further
adding that a few important
projects will be inspected by
teams from IITs as well. “We
aim to complete all projects by
March 2027" Singh said.

ments, depending on output
parameters, meaning how of-
ficiently new STDs filter water:
This arrangement will compel
contractors to maintain high
standards in work and build
efficient §TPs in order to
receive full payment.”
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Sants to ensure dignified
Simhastha Kumbh Mela

Nashik to host National Conference in April; heads of akhadas to attend

Loxmar News Nerwork
NASHIK, DEC 17

national-level con-

ference of sants will

be held in Nashik in

April, under the
aegis of the Akhil Bharativa
Sant Samiti, in the presence
of all Shankaracharvas, top
spiritual leaders, heads of
akhadas, and sants from
across the country. The deci-
sion was taken during the
two-day National Chintan
meet at the Swaminarayan
Temple in Tapovan. Around
2,000 to 2,500 representatives
are expected to attend the
conference.

The meeting also resolved
to launch a nationwide aware-
ness campaign to prevent re-
ligious conversions. Members
expressed concern about at-
tempts by certain forces in
Maharashtra and elsewhere
in the country to malign sants
and the Kumbh Mela tradition,
and strongly condemned these
tendencies. The sants reiter-
ated their commitment to en-
suring a successful and digni-
fled Nashik-Trimbakeshwar

—

Jagadguru Shri Avichal Devacharya Maharaj speaking in the presence of other dignitaries at the meeting.

Kumbh Mela.

At the valedictory session,
Jagadguru Shri  Avichal
Devacharya Maharaj (Pres-
ident), Jitendranand Saraswati
(National General Secretary),
Mahant Mandaleshwar
Manmohandas, Mahant
Mandaleshwar  Janardan
Swami, Madhavdas Rathl
(VHP Sants’ Committee Head),
and Bhakticharandas Maharaj
addressed the gathering. It was
also decided to hold state-level
meetings across India to en-
courage devotees’ participation
in the upcoming Kumbh Mela,

On the second day, chief
mahants from states including

Nashi First

Resolutions passed
=

s

Akhadas, sadhus, and sants from across the country will

contribute to the Kumbh Mela.

¥ A stance of cooperation with the administration for the Kumbh

Mela.

o A campaign will be launched in every state to prevent religious

conversions.

® Membership of the All India Sant Samiti will be expanded.
u Emphasis will be placed on the propagation and promotion of

Sanatan Dharma.

Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal. Odisha, Madhya Pra-
desh, Gujarat and Rajasthan
reviewed issues related to the
protection of Hindu temples,
the prevention of religious

Page No.3 Dec 18, 2025
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conversions and the strength-
ening of organisations.
Leaders of the BJP's spiritual
wing, Tushar Bhosale and
Kailas Mudaliyar, extended
support to the conference.
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Flying squads to be
appointed for civic polls

Joint meeting of Police Commissioner, Municipal Commissioner and
election staff at NMC today to finalise the operational procedures

Lokvar News Nerwork
WASHIK, DEC 17

he administration

has stepped up prep-

arations to ensure

that the municipal
corporation elections are
conducted in & transparent,
foar-free manner and within
the framework of the model
code of conduct (MCC).
Special flying squads will be
appeinted across the city to
strictly enforee the MCC dur-
ing the election process and
to prevent misuse of money,
illegal campaigning and
coercive tactic:

Police Commissioner, Munic-
ipal Commizsioner and plee-
tion staff has been scheduled
at the Nashik Municipal Cor-
poration office on Thursday,

N R 3
Docember 18, at 4 pm to final-
ise the detalled operational
procedures for these squads.

Police  Commissioner
Sandeep Karnik, Munieipal
Commissioner  Manisha
Khatri, State Excize Depart-
ment Superintendent Santosh
Zagade, and Municipal Elec-
tion Deputy Commissioner
Lakshmikant Satallar among
others, will guide the meeting.
Detailed disenssions will he
held on the composition of
the flying squads, their
powers, jurisdiction, com-

Special action plan to be prepared

W A special action plan will be prepared at this joint meeting taking
Inte account sensitive wards in each division, experiences from
previous elections, the nature of complaints received earlier and
potential risks. A decision Is also expected on activating a separate
machanism for the prompt redressal of complaints received from

citizens.

® The administration has made it clear that the police administration
and the municipal election machinery will work inclose
coordination to ensure that the municipal corporation elections
are conducted peacefully and within the ambit of the law.

plaint registration mecha-
nism, criteria for immediate
action, and coordination be-
tween the police machinery
and the munieipal election
machinery,

Separate squads will beap-
pointed in each division to
curb any form of malpractice
during the elections, These
squads will function round
the clock. They will monitor

illegal banners and heardings,
unauthorised vehicle rallies,
misuse of leudspeakers, dis-
tribution of cash and valu-
ahlesg, liguor or other induce-
ments during campaigning.
The administration has alse
warned that strict and imme-
diate action will be taken
against candidates, political
parties or workers found
violating the MCC.
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Judges’ appointment at religious sites opposed

Lowmar News Nerwork
HASHK DEC 17

The All India Sants Committes
has strongly opposed the ap:
pointment of judges to varions
religious trusts and institu-
tions in Maharashtra, “We do

not aeeept sueh appointments,
The government must inter-
vene, Maharashtea is the Jand
of saints and a laboratory of
Hinduism, and such decisions
must be overturned,” sajd Ja-
gadgwru Shri Avichal Deva-
charya Maharaj, President of

the Committes, along with Na.
tional Secrefary Jitendranand
Saraswatl at a press confer-
ence, They emphasised their
dedication to stopping reli-
glous conversions and called
on the govermment to intro-
duce strict laws to combat this.

The press conference took
place after the conclusion of
a two-day National Sants Con-
ference organised for the
Kuwmbh Mela. Leaders of Ak-
hadas from all over India par-
ticipated, and Committee
saints addressed the media.
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