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FDA Nashik woefully
short of staff members

Circulation ol [ake
medicines on the rise:
public health at risk

Lounar News NETWORK
MASHIK, ALIG 18

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FIXA) department
in Mashik is grappling with
a severe manpower shortage,
with no drug inspectors cur-
rently posted in the city This
vacuum has led to un-
checked sale of falke and ex-
pired medicines, stockpiling,
and irregular trade
practices,

At the same time, as
monsoon-related epidemics
spread, the city is facing
another erisis - a sharp rise
in the circulation of
counterfeit medicines.

Ban on sale without
prescription

The drug inspection
mechanism in Mashik city and
district remains severely
inadeqguate. Sale of medicines
without a doctor’s
prescription is prohibited by
law, yet viclations are
Common. Repor‘ts suggest a
growing trend of illegal sales
of counterfeit medicines,
raising serious concerns
about public health.

One officer
handling all FDA
work!

All six sanctioned posts of
Inspector in Mashik city
prasently lie vacant. The
department also has sanction
for two assistant
commissioners and four drug
inspectors, but at present,
only one assistant
commissioner is halding
charge of all operations. His
responsibilities range from
daily inspections of medical
sheops and blood banks to
monitoring allopathy,
ayurveda, and homeopathy
manufacturing units, whila
also filing cases and appearing
in court as a witness. This
anormous workload is baing
handled solely by a single
officer, that too, functioning
as in-charge.

MNearly 6,000
Medical Stores

Mashik district has arcound
5,500 registered medical
shops, and under the Mumbai
Nursing Act, the total number
is estimated to be nearly
6,000. The number exceeds
5,000 in the city alone. The
responsibility of daily
inspections of these
whalesale and retail shops lies
entirely with the FDA.

Cur department carries out regular inspections and
takes action as per law. We have previously
conducted raids in Malegaon and other parts of the
district. The nature of this work demands a large

workforce, but currently only a handful of officials are managing

the enormous workload.

= Suresh Deshmukh, Assistant Commissionern, FDA&A

Mashi Farst
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