
Legal Aid Defense Counsel System
(LADCS) Scheme

The Government of India is implementing a Central Sector Scheme namely; Legal Aid 
Defense Counsel System (LADCS) since F.Y. 2023-24, under the aegis of NALSA. Under 
LADCS Scheme, legal aid is provided w.r.t. criminal cases to the beneficiaries as per eli-
gibility criteria mentioned under Section 12 of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 
(LSA Act).

The scheme involves full time engagement of Legal Aid Defense Counsels (LADCs) 
with support system. These counsels deal exclusively with legal aid work in criminal 
matters viz. pre-arrest through trial, appeal and regular jail visit. 
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DETAILS OF CASES DISPOSED UNDER THE LADCS SCHEME SINCE FY 2023-24DETAILS OF CASES DISPOSED UNDER THE LADCS SCHEME SINCE FY 2023-24

Financial Year

2023-24

2024-25

Total

Cases Disposed 
off (in lakhs)

2.12

3.72

5.84

Clients struggle to get timely updates of the case.

Panel lawyers under the Assigned Counsel System of 
dispensation of Legal Aid often maintain private practice 
and were unable to devote full attention to legal aid cases.

NALSA’s Toll Free No : 15100

Implementation Mechanism of LADCS Scheme 

Early Access 
to Legal Aid AppealCase WorkBail WorkPrison Work

At Pre Arrest 
Stage

At Remand Stage

At Arrest Stage

Legal Assistance at Police 
Station

May file Anticipatory Bail 
in Non Bailable offence 

Ensure that the rights of the 
accused are not infringed by 
investigation agency at the 
time of arrest

Representation of 
Accused in Court 

File Bail Application 
(if required)

Interacting & 
reporting of  

UTPs by LADCs

Stage 1

Stage 2

File Bail 
Application

Default/ Statutory Bail
(U/S 187(3) B.N.S.S)
(U/S 480(6) B.N.S.S)

Anticipatory Bail
(U/S 428 B.N.S.S)

Bail ad interim

Regular Bail

Bail in Non Bailable Offences 
(U/S 480 B.N.S.S)

Bailable Offences 
(U/S 478 B.N.S.S)

Pursue release of 
UTP’s/ Convicts upon 
grant of bail by Court

At stage of Prosecution Evidence 
may cross examine the witness  
adduced by prosecution

If  it thinks fit for a case that 
defense witness is necessary then 
present defense witness

Make an oral/ written argument 
in court

Judgment

After closing of Prosecution 
Evidence may provide assistance to 
accused for giving accused 
statement 

After Registration of Case, may 
take copy of Police report(challan)

At Stage of Framing of Charge 
may argue on charges framed by 
Court (if required)

In case of 
conviction from 

Magistrate Court, 
may file appeal in 

Session Court

For filing an 
appeal in the 

High Court,, in 
case of conviction 

by the Sessions 
Court the 
aggrieved 

through LADC 
may file an 

application to the 
concerned DLSA 
and refer the case 

to HCLSC

In case of conviction 
may argue on quantum 

of sentence 
Acquittal 

File Application for 
suspension of sentence 

in trial court

ANNEXURE C


