 THE DELHI HIGH COURT ACT, 1966~ 7
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~ An Act to provide for the constitution of High Court for the - ‘ ii
Union térritory of. Delhi, for the extension of the Juris- |
diction of that . High Courtto the Union ferritory ol

~ Himachal Pradesh and for matters connecled therewith, _~ ,

“ oo |Sth September, 1966]

: .EB it enacted by Pa_t'liament in the Seventeenth Year of the Republic of India as f‘ollo_ws R
1. Short title and comzimncemén(m(l) This Act may be called the Delhi High Court Act, 1966, .

(2) Section 17 shall come into force on such date? as the Central Goveinment may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, appoint; and the remaining. provisions of this Act shall come into force at once.

- 2, Definitions—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

~{a) “appointed day”’ means the date ap_poin'ted' undcr_s,cc.tion 3;
(b) “notified order” means order notified in the Official Gazette.

3. High Court—(1) As from such date? as the Central Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazcetle, appoint, there shall be a High Court for the Union territory of Delhi (hereinafter referred to as

“the High Court of Delhi).

h (2) The principat seat of the High Court of Delhi shall’ be at Delbior at such other place as the Presie
dent may, by notified order, appoint. : o - - ) o

(3) Notwithstanding nnything contained in sub-section (2), the Judges and Division Courts of the High
Conrt of Dellii may sit at such other place or places other than its principal seat as the Cheif Justice may,
with the approval of the President, appoint. : ' . . '

- 3J3AL Sakerh and allaviaaces of Judges to be expenditure charged on Consolidated Fund of 'Iﬁdin—'~Expen-
diture in respect of the salaries and allowances of Judges of the High Court of Delhi shall be expenditure

~ charged on the Consolidated Fund of India.]

4, Exccptions and nmdiﬁca!ious'suhjéci fo n-higfn the provisions of chapte'r V of Part V1 of the Constitution
- apply to the High Covrt of "Delhi——(7) The provisions of Chapler V. of Part VI of the Copstitution shall, in
their application to the High Court of Delhi, have effect subject to the following exceptions and modifica-

tions, namely (—

(a) in arlicic 217, the words “the Governor of the State™ shall be emiited and in relation to appoint-

ments to be-made under sub-section (2), that article shall be construed as if the words “'and, in the case

“of appointment of a Judge other than the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of the High Court,” had also.
been omitted; : : ' , o o :

(b) in article 219, the reference to the Goveror of the State, and in the proviso to clause (3} of
~article 227, the reference to the Governor, shall be construed as a tefetence to the wdministrator
of the Union tertilory of Delhiy ' o o ' -

o _ (6 the provisions of article 22_5 shall not apply)
B (d) in article 229,— '

1. 1:5.1967, vide G.S.R. 508, dated 11-4-1967, Gazette of India, Pt M, Scc. 3(i) p. 563. ‘ o
2. 31st October, 1966, vide Notification No. 8.0. 3273, dated 27-10-1966, Gazelto of India, Pt, 1, Sec. 3(il), p. 2996.
3. Inserted by Act 37 of 1969, scetion 2, (w.6.L 1-10-1969), Sce Appondix 1. ‘ -
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;. High Court of Delhi as if made by that High Court.

Wi g n T Ar, 196060 = - {Sections 4—0

(i} the references to the Governor of the State shall be construed as references to the adminis-
tritor of the Union -territory of Delhij ' Co

(i1} the references to the State Public Service Commission, the Legislature of the Stale and the
Consolidated Fund of the State shall be construed, respectively, us references to the _Umon Publio

Service Commission, Parliament and the Consolidated Fund of India; v

() the provisbns of nriicié 230 shall apply subject to the modifications that-~

() in clause () thoreof, for the words “High Court” in both the ‘p'laccs‘)vhcrf;, they 'o_ccur',‘ the
words “High Court for'a Union territory” and for the words “any Union tetritory”, the words “any
other. Unioa=tertitory’ shall be substituted; ‘ : S -

(i) for clause (2) thereof, the following clause shall be substituted, namely t— -

- (2 Where the High Court for a Union terrifory exercises tJurisdiction in relation to another
Union lotritoty, the reference in article 227 to the adminiatrator o the Union territory of Delti
shall, in_relation to any rules, forms or tables for subordinate courts in that other Union territory,

be construed as a reference to the administrator of that other Union territory.”. .- . -

(zj Between the coming into force of this section and the ap}minted_day, the President may, after consulta-
tion with the Chicf Justice of India, appoint the Chiel Justice of the High Court of Delhi and as mauy other

“Judges of the said High Court as he thinks fit, and any appointments so made shall take cffect as from the
: 'appo'gmcd day, - ) - v ) i :

5, Jurisdiction of IMigh Court of Deihi-~(/) The High Court of Delli shall have, in respect of the ‘terri-
{ories for the time being included in the Union ferritory of Delhi, all such original, appellaie and other juris-

diction as, under the law in force immediately bofore the appointed dity, is exercisable in respect of the said
_erritories by the High Court of Punjab, ‘ : :
2 A L

3} an.\,-.li{hslmuling anything contained in any faw for the time being in foree, the High Court of Delhi

shatl also have in respect of the said territories ordinary original civil jurisdiction jn every suit the value of which
exceeds rupees one lakbi, ’ : : ' :

G, Power to enrol legal practitioncrs, efe.—(7) The Tligh Court of Delhi shall have like powers to approve,

_admit, enrol, remove and suspend lepal practitioners, and 1o make rules with respect to th.em, as are, under the
law in force immediately before the appointed day, exercisable by the High Court of Punjab. '

(2) Thé‘ﬁéht of audience in the.High Court of Delhi shall be reguinted in accordance with the ‘lik‘e prin-

ciples, as, immediately before the appointed day, are in force with respeet to the right of audience in the High
Conrl of Punjab: ‘ ' : o T

P;-@;vidcd that su'i)ject to any rule made or direction given by- the iligh Court of Delhi in the cXercise

of the powers conlerred by this section, any person who immediately before the'appointed day is an advocale

‘entitled to practise or an altorney entitled to act in the High Court of Punjub s, ™ i recognised as an

advocate or an attornegy entitled to pructise or act, as the casc may be, in the High Court of Delhl.

-4, Practive and Procedure in fhe ITigh Court of Delhi—Subject to the provisions of this Act, the faw jn

o farce immedintely hefore the appointed duy with respect to practice wid procedure in the High Courd of Pinjub

shall, with the necessnry modifications, apply in relation to the THgh Court of Delld-and accordingly the 1igh,

 CamtoF Delbi shall futve ol such powers o make ruley and ordes with vespeet o parclice gmd procedure na

are Inmedintely betore the appoinied day exercisable by the Nigh Cowrg of Punjab and shall also have powers
o make roles and orders with respeet to practice and procedure for tlie exercise of its ordinary orlginal civil

| jurisdiction:

_ ‘Provided that any rules or orders which arc in force immeédiately before the appointed day with 'rcs;kd

to practice and procedure in the High Court of Punjab shall, until varied ov revoked by rules or orders made by -

the High Court of Delhi, apply with the necessary modifications in relation to practice and procedure in the

“
¢

8, Custody of the Seal of the High Court of Delhi—The Taw in force immcdiateiy before the appointed day
= with respect to the custody of the Seal of the High Court of Punjab shali, with the necessary modifications,

apply with respect to the custody of the Seat of the High Court of Delhi. '

. 9; Rorm of writs and other processes—The law in foree innncdimelj' before the appointed day with respect

~ 1o the form of writs and other processes used, issued or awarded by the High Court of Punjab shall, with the

neeessary modifications, apply with respect to the form of writs and other processes used, issued or awarded

- by the High Court of Delhi.

1. Substituted by Act 37 of 1980, 5.2, for mc\@rds“ﬁrq-thausand ripees’ {w.e.f. 1-10-1980).: Seo Appendix 2. o
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“Court of - Dellid,

1 C ' : C Dl Migy (:,,,,,-;‘j{,~;, G . : ls‘cclinus','_ll);!ct
1. Powers of Judpes--(f) Where a sinple -'_li'dgc\of the High Court of Delhi exercises ordinary original
civil jurisdiction canferred by snl.)—:v.clc!mn (2} of seefion 5 o that Conel, nn append shuitt e from ‘!hc'juglg.
et of the single Judge to-n Division Comrt of Uy High Court, o ' ' : Co

ot i
N i

(1), Subject W the provisions of sub-seetion (), the law in foree immediately before the appuinted day
Felting 1o the peees of the Chicl Justiee,singlo Judpes and Division Conrts of the High Courl of Pinijab and
with respeet too sl matfors nnestloy 00 the exereing nf fhose powers shinll,” withe the peeesstry modificidions,
apily in relition to the High Courd of Dethi, . e

PL Procedire ns (o appedts fo Suprete Com e law in Baee immedindely bolore the appointed day
pelading toonppends (o the Suptene( _'n_l[r-t Feomn the $Hph Coid of Punjaly st the ludpes nnd Division Courls
herenl shally Wity the necessary modilications, npply i volutbon to e Thgh Courl of Dell, -

|2, Pransler of provecdlogs lront the Thigh Courl of Paajad to the Thigh Cond ol Dolbl () Hxeept ai hete-
jnatier provided, the Thgh Coart of Pasjab shall, as From the appoiuted day, have no Jurisdiction in respeet
ol the Union tervitory of Delhi. ‘ _ _ _

{2y Such proccbdingx pending in the ligh Court of Punjab bamcdintely before the appointed day us are
cerlificd, whether before ar-after that day, by the Chief Justice of that High Court having regard to the place

< Cof eerual of the cavie of acton and ofther clrcumstances (o be proceedings which cught 1o be haind and de-

“cided by the High Court of Delhi, shall, . as soon as may be aftor suclcertification, be wransferred to the High

. (3) Notwithstunding anything contained ‘in sub-sections

“hut save as hereinafter provided, the High Court of Punjab sha

(J} and (2) of this section. and iﬁ seetjon 5, -
sall have, and the High Court of Delhi shall not

*utve, jurisdiction to enterfain, hear or dispose of, appeals, applications for leave to appeal inchuding leave

io appeal Lo the Supreme Court, applications {or review and other proceedings where any such procecdings scek
any rediel in respeet of any order passed by the High Court of Punjab before the appointed day: ' :

Provided thaut iCafter any such |H"m'0uiihgq have been entortained by the iph Court of Punjub. it appears
(o the Chief Justice of that High Court that they ought to be transitreed to the High Court of Delhi. ‘he shall
order that they shall be so transferred, and such proceedings shall thereupon be transferred accordingly.

S (4) Any order made by the Uigl.a Court of Punjab-—

{a) béfore the appomied day, in any proéeeding-s tronsferred to the High Courl of Delhi by virlue
of sub-section(2); L o A

(hy i any procecdings with'

' respeet to which the High Court of Punjab retaing jurisdiction by viclue
of sub-seclivn {3), : _ R :

shall Tor all purposes have elleci, not 01'115' as an order of the Migh Court o:'l" Punj:tt), but also as an l‘)i'(]-cr made
by the Jligh Court of Delhi. - _ : . ,

:

13, Right to appear or fo act in proceedings transferred (o (he Thgh Conrt of Delbi— Any person who,
immediately before the appointed day,. is an advocale eniitled Lo praclise or 2n attorney entitled (o act, in the
High Court of Punjab, and was authorised to appear or to act in any proceedings teinsferred from that High
Caurt to the 1ligh Court of Delhi under seelion 12, shall have the right to appent or o act, as the ciase may be,
in the High Court of Delli in relation to those proceedings,

"

14, Interpretation—For the pu‘rp_o_scs of scctions 12 and 17,—

(@) proccedings shall be deemed to be pending in & court until thut court has disposed of all issues

beivieen the partics, including any issues with respect to the tuxation of the costs of the procecdings and shall

~include appeals, applications for feave to appeal to the Supreme Court, appiications for review, pelition
for revision and petitions for writs; ) .

(h) 1eférences 1o a Tigh Court shall be constroed e inchuding: references (o a Judpe or Division Court
thereof, and references (o an order muule by o court or a Judge shall be construed as including refer-
ences 1o a sentence, judgment or decree passed or mawde by that court or Judge.




fite appoint 1o ( . ‘
lqlg‘l(':t 'zllsiis referred to in sub-section (2) of section S shall'en that day stand {ransferred to the High Coutt of Deliii

which s

" Dellii High Court Aet, 1966 [Scetions 15—19)

tded in section 4, nothing in this Act shall affect the application to the High

Cr Gavine —Save as prov , Al
- 15, Savings O e and this Act shall liave efTeet subject to any provision that

of Delhi of any provisions of the Constitulion,

Cot:r{t’c made on or after the appointed day with respect to that High Court by apy Legislature or other authority
;1.13{,inq‘ power to make such provision. . T B o '

16 Pending procfé?ﬁﬂﬁﬁ-hel‘ufe subiordinate courls In ﬁcli’u!;f\!l procectings pending immediately -bc!‘(')r.c.
ed day in any subordinate court in the Unjou territory of Dethi in or in relation to any such civil

hall proceed 1o try, hear and determine the matter as il it had been pending therein,

17. Extension of {he Jorisdiction of the Iigh Cobrt of Delhig(I)_' As from such date as the Cenlral Gov-
c-rnmt‘“f may, by natification in the Official Gazette, nppoint (hereinnfter referred to as the pressribed dute)

“(he jurisdiction of the High Court of Dethi shall extend {o the Union territory of Himnc_h_a_!_Pr-.vlcsh,_

2 As from the prcsc'rihr:(t date the Courl of the Judicial Commissioner for 1limachal Pradesh  shall ceqne
lo function and is hereby abolished: - - : :

Provided (hat nothing in this sub-scetion shall prejudice or alieel the continued oper .tion of any notic:-
“gerveds injunction issned, dircetion piven, or procecdinps taken before thie prescribed date by the Courl of the

Judicial Commissioner for Himachal Pradesh abolished by this sub-scetion, ;

S The High Court of Dedhi stiall fave, in respeet of the territeries for the lime heing inelnded in the Uinian
erritory of Himachal Pradesh,- : : ’ :

~(ay all such original. appellaie and other jurisdiction as under the law in Torce immediately belors
the prescribed date, is exereisable in respeet of the said territories by the Court of the Judicial Commissioner -
for Himachal Pradesh; and also . ' :

(b) ordinary original civil jurisdiction in eyery suit the value of which exced ![fifty thousand rupees] -
nofwithstanding anything confained in any law for the time being in lofge, T

¢y Al proceedings pending in the Court of the Judicial Cemmissioner for Himaeha) Pradesh before the
Cpreseribett date shall stimd transtferred Lo the High' Courtof Delhi, » '

(5) Any order mnde before the e cribed date by the Coud referred toda subisectlon (4) shall Tor all pur-
- “poses fave clfect not only as an order < 1 at Court but also as an order of the High Court of Delhi, - -,

(6) For the removal of doubls, il is hereby declired that (the provisioss of sections 6 fo 11 and 13 shall, with
the necessary modifications, apply to the High Court ol Dethi in the exercise of jurisdiclion conlerred upon it
by this scclion. : .

(7) All proceedings pending immediately before the prescribed date in any subordinate court in the Union -
territory of 1{imachal Pradesh in or in relation to any such civil suil as is referred to in clause (/) of sub-scction
(3) shall on that date stand transferred to the High Court of Delhi which shall-proceed to try, hear and determing
the matler as il it had been pending therein, : ' A ) .

18. Rule of construction—(/) References in any law in force in the Union territory of [.)a}h'i to the High
Court of Punjab shall, as from the appoinied day, be construed in relation {o that Union tetritory as references
-to - the High Court of Delhi. - ‘ . - - .

{2) References in any law in loree in the Union territory of Himachal Pradesh to Ehc‘HigI; Court of Punjab
or to the Court of (he Judicial Commissioner for that territory shall, as from the prescribed date, be construed
in relation fo that Union territory as references to the Iligh Court of Dethi. : :

19, [Amendment of f.'erh'fih fairs.) Rvpea?ed by the Repealing and Amending Act, 1974 (56 of - 1974), section
2 and First  Sechedule. : :

N

1; Substitated by Act 37 of 1989, sa:2tian 4 for tha wards “twoniy-fve (h ypiand rypess™ (waa.f, 1-10_-'1939)'333 Appalix-t,
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o | APPJ:NDIX Lo l; S
T-i DYLHIHIGH COURT (AMLNDMEN])ACT 1969 o

(AcT No 37 0or 1969) _' L :“.‘- .
. _ ‘ - ' o ) ' I9th  Seplemiber, 1969}' |
An Act toamend the:Dethi High Court Act, 1966 . - . Yo — ;
BE it cnacted by P;n'liamcm in the Tchliclh Year of the Republic of India as follows —_ Lk

1. Short title and E'Olnlmllccmul!.%(l‘) This Act may bc called the Delhi High Court (Amcndment) Act, . i

"1969 . | :
J ey 1shall come into forcc on such date! as thc Central Governmcnt mdy, by notlhcduon m the Official i
I 'Gazcuc, appoint. . _ ' _ o

[Spclwns 2, 3 and 4. Imo: pomted in rhe pr mupal Act).

o7 8, Amendment of cerlain: laws. ~(1) In section 25 of the Punjab Courts Act, 1918, (Punjab Act vl ol 1918),
© as in force m the Union lerritory of Delhi, for the words “twenty-five thousand rupees", the words “filty thou-
- sand rupees” shail be subsutuled

i (2) In the Himachal Pradesh (Courts) Ordcr, 1948 in p'tr'tgmph 20, for lhc words “lwenty -five thousand
: rupces , the \vords “ﬁl‘ty thousand rupecs * shall bn, substltutcd _ _

. 6. Pawer of Chiel Justice to transfer pending smis ‘and procecdings (o subordinate courts._Thc Chigl Justice :
.ol the High Court of Delhi may transfer any suit or.other procccdmgs which is or are pending in the High Court . j
immediately before the commencement of this Act and in which no wilnesses have been examined before such J
commencement to such subordinate court in the Union ferritory of Delhi, or, as the ¢asé may be, Himachal
Pradesh as’would have jurisdiction Lo entertain such suit or proceedings had such suit or procccdmgs been ins- |

titated or filed lor ihc first time a!‘lcr such Lommu}cemcnl ‘ _ i

By

p—

. SN

1. 1st October, 1969; vidé G.S.R. No. 2317, dated 23rd September, 1969, Gazelte of India, 1969, Extraordinary, PL1I,

Scc. 3(i), p. 629..

i




APPENDIX 2 E ‘

- e
=

THE DELHI HIGH COURT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1980

[P T R

b

(Act No. 37 oF 1980) ¥

R , o | . [%nd July, 1980]
An Act l"urlrhm_‘ to amend lhc-‘ De’ihi'High Court Act, 1966, o

Wi it enneled by l’nr.iinmcnl in the Thirty-lirst Yenr Qf‘ the Republic of Indin ns Fn.\lnws —*« ,

—(N Thié /_\ct';h.:{y be calfed the Delhi High Court (.An:lendm‘cnt)"Acl,-

.

1. Short {itle and comuicneeient,
“{980. - -

¢ ~(2) It shall come info foree on such date?
L Gatelle, appoint, ' :
- '2. (ncarporated in the prineipal Aet] .

3, Amcidment of Punjab Act V1 of 1918, as in foree in the Union

Punjab Courts Acl, 1918, as in lorce in‘the Union territory of Delhi.
“the words *rupces one takh” shall be substituted.

as the Central Government may, by ‘n_otiﬁcatio&‘in the Official

territory of Delhi.—Jn section 25 of tﬁe
for the words “fifty thousand rupees”,

4. Power of Chiel Justice (o ranster pending snits aad provecdings {o subordinte eouris, —1he Chiel lustice
ol the Hipgh Court of Delhi may (rannfer nay siiit or other-proceedings which is or are pending in the High Court
immediniely heforo the conmcteemwnl ol this Act aind in which no wiiesses Imve been exmmined belore sueh
comnmeneement Lo sueh subardinate courl fn the Union (erritory of 1elhdas would have Jurisdiction (o enter-
tain sueh suit oy proceedings had sueh suit or procecdings been fnstitnted or fled for the first thne alter sueh

. commencement,

LTI

1. Ast Octolber, 1989, \"'d-:'rG.S.R‘. No. 522(E). dved 6th Soptemizr,
I, See. 3(i). pree No. 992, .

1980, Gizstle of Infia, 1930, B_x_!raordimry, PL.

- JPN—S8—49] OLLC/MN., $--20-3-86—1300 .
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