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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Appoaddiast DV

LOK SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 231

TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 10.03.2021
Law Commission Report
* 231 SHRI RAJMOHAN LUNNITHAN:
Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

a) whether the Law Commission in its 125th report in the year 1988
reiterated its earlier recommendations for splitting the Supreme
Court and also stated the difficulties faced by litigants from far off
places in the matter of accessing justice before the Hon'ble
Supreme Court and if so, the details thereof;

b) whether the Law Commission in its 229th report has also
racommended the restructuring of the Supreme Court by setting
up a Constitution Bench at Delhi and Cassation Benches in Delhi,
ChennaifHyderabad, Kolkata and Mumbai and if so, the details
thereof; and

¢) whether the Government is considering the recommendations of
the Law Commission and if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) to (c): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.



'Etal:an_'lent referred to in reply to parts {a) to (c) nf Lok Sabha Starred
Question No." 231 due for answer on 10.03.2021 regarding “Law
Commission Report”

(a) to (c}: According to Article 130 of the Constitution, the Supreme Court
shall sit in Delhi or in such other place or places as the Chief Justice of
India may, with the approval of the President, from time to time, appaint,

The Eleventh Law Commission in its 125" Report titted “The
Supreme Court — A Fresh Look", submitted in 1988, reiterated the
recommendations made by Tenth Law Commission in its 95" Report for
splitting the Supreme Court into two namely (i) Constitutional Court at Delhi
and (ii) Court of appeal or Federal Court sitting in North, South, East, West
and Central India. The Law Commission opined that this will reduce the
distance ftravelled and the cost borme by the litigants. The
recommendations of the Law Commission's 95" and 125" Report are
available on - Law Commisgsion of India website
hitps:/lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/. '

The Eighteenth Law Commission in its 229" Report had also
suggested that a Constitutional Bench be set up at Delhi and four
Cassation Benches be set up in the Northern region at Delhi, Southern
region at Chennai/Hyderabad, Eastern region at Kolkata and Western
region at Mumbai. The recommendations of the Law Commission's 229"
Repot is available on Law Commission of India website

hitps:lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/,




The matter was referred to the Chief J.ustics of India, who has
informed that after consideration of the matter, the Full Court in its meeting
held on 18" February, 2010, found no justification for setting up of benches
of the Supreme Court outside Delhi.

n Writ Petition WPR(C) No. 36/2016 on establishment of National
Court of Appeal, the Supreme Court vide its judgment dated 13.07.2016
deemed it proper to refer the aforementioned issue to Constitutional Bench

for authoritative pronouncement. The matter is sub-judice in the Supreme
Court.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE M
{DEPARTMENT OF TUSTICE) Ak

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 2603
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 10™ MARCH, 2021

Enhancing Online Connectivity for Judicial Process
2603. SHRIMAT] RAKSHA NTKHIL KHADSE:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether during the COVID-12 pandemie, the impoertance ol
connectivity became greater in the overall working of the
judicial process and India became a global leader in
conducting cases through virtual coers;

(b if so, the details thereot;

(¢) whether Government proposes to fast track and extend the
fucilities to enhance online connectivity for all small and
district courts across the country and if so, the details
thereof;

(d) the total number of courts that are computerised and the
connectivity carried out till date; and

(g} the steps taken by the Government to provide and conncel
all small and district courts with online connectivity in a
timebound manner?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) & (b): During Covid period, following the lockdown, the courts took up
hearing of cases through Video Conlerencing (VC). The Hon'ble Supreme



Court emerged as a clobal leader having heard 32353 cases. The High
Courts heard 24,535,139 cases, and subordinate courts héard 51,83,021 cases
over YVideo Conferencing till 31.07.2021.

(¢} to {e): Under eCourts Mission Mode Project Phase-1 computerization
of 18,735 District & Subordinate Courts has been completed.  As part of
eCourts Phase 11, under the Wide Area Network (WAN) project.
connectivity has been provided to 2939 Court Complexes out of 2992 court
complexes located all over India through various moede such as Optical
Fiber Cahle (OFC), Radio Frequency (RE), Very Small Aperture Terminal
(VSATT) ete. One video conference equipment each has been provided o all
Courl Complexes including Taluk Level Court Complexes in rural arsas
under the Phase IT of the e-Courts Project to enable virtual hearings. To
further auvgment the Viden Confereneing (VC) infrastructure, the
eCommittee of the Supreme Court has approved VO equipment o be
provided to 14,443 court rooms in these court complexes for which funds to

the tune of Rs.28 88 crore has been released.

———



L GOVERNMENT OF INDLA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
{'DHPHR'I'MEH'I‘ OF .HJH'['[CE]

glewd

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 2607
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 10™ MARCH, 2021

E-courts
2607, DR, SANJEEY KUMAR SINGARI:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government proposes to implement the e-Court
project in the country with a view to upgrading information
and communication techmology infrastructure in various
courts including High Court and District Courts;

{(h) if so, the details thereof and the funds spent so far;

(¢) the time by which all the courts will be connected with video
conferencing;

(d) the total number of cases pending in Supreme Court of India
and High Court of Andhra Pradesh: and

(¢) the steps taken by the Government to clear the pending cases
n a lime bound manner?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) to (c): Yes, Sir. The Government is implementing the e-Courts Mission
Mode Project for Information and Communication Technology {ICT)

enahlement of District and Subordinate Courts across the country in



association with the eCommittee of the Supreme Court ol India, The eCourts ﬁ
Mission Mode Project Phase-1l commenced its implementation in 2015. So
far 18,735 District and Subordinate Courts have been computerized and out
of 2992 courl complexes Wide Area Network connectivity has been
provided to 2939 court complexes. Against the financial outlay of Rs. 1670
crores tor eCourts Phase-11, the Government has so far released a sum of Rs,

1548.13 crore for implementation of the project.

With the computerization of 18,735 Dhsinet & Subordinate Courts
and ICT cnablement under the eCourts Project Phase-I1, several services
have heen provided to litigants, lawyers and Judiciary which facilitate
expeditious delivery of judicial services. eCourts services such as details of
case registration, cause list, case status, daily orders & final judgments are
available to litigants and advocates through eCourts web portal, Judicial
Service Centres eCourts Mobile App, email service, SMS push & SMS pull
seryices and touch screen based Information Kiosks, National Judicial Data
(inid (NJMX3) for District & Subordinate Courls, created as an online
platform under the Project, provides inflormation relating o judicial
proceedings/decizsions of computerized district and subordinate courts of the
country, Cwrently, all stakeholders including Judicial Officers can access
case status mlormation m respect of over | 8.28 crore pending and disposed
cases and more than 13.88 crore orders / judgments pertaining to these
computenized courts on the NJDG. Video Conferencing facility has been

enabled between 3240 court complexes & 1272 corresponding jails,

One video conference equipment cach has been provided to all Cour
Complexes including Taluk Level Court Complexes in rural areas under the

Phase [1 of the e-Courts Project for virtual hearings. To further augment the



L]

\ Video Conferencing (VC) infrastructure, the eCommittee of the Supreme

Court has approved VC equipment to be provided to 14,443 court rooms in
these court complexes for which funds to the tune nF'.R:;.EE.SS crore has been
released. During the pandemic period the High Courts heard
24.55,139 cases, while District and Subordinate courts  heard
51.83,021 cases over Video Conferencing up to 31/01/72021.

(d): Ason 01.02.2021, 66.072 cases are pending in Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India. As per data available on NIDG on 03.03.2021, total cases pending
in Andhra Pradesh High Court are 2, (9,993,

() : Disposal of cages pending in courts is within the domain of Judiciary.
Though Government has no role in disposal of cases in courts, the Central
Government is committed to speedy disposal of cases and reduction in
pendency. The Government has adopted a co-ordinated approach to assist
judiciary for phased liquidation of arrears and pendency in judicial systems,
through various strategic initiatives like improving the infrastruciure for
courts including computerization, increase in strength of  judicial
officers/judges and filling up of vacant positions in Iigh Courts/Supreme
Court, policy and legislative measures In areas prone Lo excessive litigation,
repeal of outdated and archaic laws, initatives to fast track special type of

cases and emphasis on Alternate Dispute Resolution cle.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

R

LOK SABHA ':]'11';-'1"1

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2676

TO BE ANSERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 10™ MARCH, 202

Leave in courts

2676. SHRIMATI MALA ROY:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:
{a) the details of leaves'vacation in courts across the country; and
{b}  the reasons for such long leaves m view of the level of pendency in the

courts?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHR1 RAYI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) and (b): Working days/hours and duration of vacations in the Supreme Court
and in the High Courts are regulated by the rules framed by the respective Courts,
The working days as well as working hours of the District/Subordinate Courts are
regulated by the respective High Court in consultation with the State
Government.

Disposal of cases pending in courts 13 within the domain of Judiciary.
Though Government has no role in disposal of cases in courts, the Central
{rovernment is committed to speedy disposal of cases and reduction in pendency.
The Government has adopted a co-ordinated approach to assist judiciary for

phaszed liguidation of arrears and pendency in judicial systems, through various



strategic initiatives like improving the infrastructure for courts including
computerisation, increase in strength of judicial officers/judges and filling up of
vacant positions in High Courts/Supreme Court, policy and legislative measures
in areas prone to excessive litigation, repeal of outdated and archaic laws,
initiatives to fast track special tvpe of cases and emphasizs on Alternate Dispute

Resolution ete.

10



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE F”'T.‘ LAT
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICF

wWRRw AR

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2683
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 10" MARCH, 2021

DISHA PROGRAMME

2683. SHRI RAJA AMARESHWARA NAIK;
SHERIMATI SARMISTHA SETHI;
DR. SUKANTA MAJUMDAR;

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased o state:

(a)whether the Government is implementing Designing Innovative
Solutions for Holistic Access to Justice in India (DISHA);

(h)if so, the details thereof including the fund allocated by the Government
in this regard;

(¢} whether the Government is implementing access to justice - North East
and Jammu and Kashmir project in the country;

(d)if 50, the details thereof;

(e} whether the Government is implementing Tele Law, Naya Bandhu and
Nyaya Mitra programmes under the above project in the country;

(f) if 5o, the derails thereof; and

(g} the other steps being taken by the Government in this regard?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW & JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAV] SHANKAR PRASAD)

11



(a) & (b} : Designing Innovative Solutions for Holistic Access to Justice in India
{1218HA) Scheme aims lo provide a comprehensive integrated solution on Access
to Justice at Pan India level through the components of Tele-Law, Nyaya Bandhu,
Nyaya Mitra programme and T.egal Awareness programme using dedicated
Information LEducation Communication (IFEC) &Technology from 2020-21
onwards. An amount of Rs 40 Crore has heen allocated for 2021-2022 I'Y,

(¢) & (d): Yes Sir, the Government is implementing Access to Justice in North
Hastern States and UT of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, since 2012, The key
focus areas have been legal liweracy, legal awareness and establishing legal aid
clinica for community facilitation in collaboration with State T.egal Services
Authorities, State Institute of Rural Development, State Women Commissions,

Slate Besource Centres.

(&) to (g) :Yes Sir, the Government is implementing Tele-Law, Nvaya Bandhu and
Nyaya Mitra Programmes since April, 2017which are being subsumed by DISITA,
The Tele-Law programme aims to connect the needy and underprivileged o seek
legal advice from the Panel lawyers through Tele/video conferencing facihities
available at the Common Service Centres (C8Cs) situated at Gram Panchayat
Level, Till 28th February, 2021, 6,61,414 beneficiaries have registered and
6,47,193 beneficiaries have received advice through 29,860 CSCs situated i 285
districts (including 115 Aspirational districts) in 29 States/UTs. Department of
Justice 1s implementing Nyvaya Bandhu(ProBono Legal Services) programme, 1o
create a network of interested Pro Bono Lawyers and facilitate their connect with
registered beneficiaries through technology based platforms and creation of Nyaya
Bandhu Panels at High Court. Tt also aims toe instill pro bono culre in Law

Schools. Till 28 February 2021, 2477 lawvers have registered as Nyaya Bandhus,

12



09 High Courts have created WNyaya Bandhu Panels and 29 Law Schools have
registered under the Pro Bono Club Scheme (PBCS). Nyaya Mitra programme
aims to facilitate the disposal of ten vear old or more pending cases at the district
level. The other steps include implementation of Legal Literacy and Awareness

programme for promoting access to justice among the citizens,

MM
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA MM
MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 12698
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY., THE 10'" MARCH, 2021

PENDING COURT CASES
+2698. SHR1 CHUNNI LAL SAHU:
Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to stale:

(a) whether the Government has issued any guidelines nnder the new policy
for the early disposal of the pending ¢ases in the courts in the country;

(b} if so, the details thereof and the number of pending cases in Chhattisgarh
and Madhva Pradesh during the last two years and the current year;

{(c) whether shortage of judges is the main reason for the pendency of cascs
and if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRT RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(2) and (c): Disposal of cases in cours is within the domain of the judiciary.
Timely disposal of cases in courts depends on several [actors which, inter-alia.
include availability of adequate number of judges, supporting court stall and
physical infrastructure, complexity of facts involved, nature ol evidence, ¢o-
operation ol stake holders viz. bar, investigation agencies, witnesses and litigants
and proper application of rules and procedures. Government has no role in disposal
of cases in courts, No fime frame has been prescribed for disposal of various kinds

ol cases by the respective courts.

14



The Government is, however, fully committed to speedy disposal of cases. The
Government has taken several initiatives o provide an ecosystem [or faster
disposal of cases by the judiciary, The National Mission lor Justice Delivery and
[.egal Reforms established by the Government has adopted a coordinated approach
for phased hquidation of amears and pendency n judicial administration throuah
various strategic initiatives, imcludig  improving  infrastructure  for  courts,
leveraging Information and Communication Technology (1CT) for better justice
delivery, and filling up ol vacant positions ut’Judg{:Q mm High Courts and Supreme
Court.

The major steps taken during the last six vears under various initiatives are as
follows:

(1) TImproving infrastructure for Judicial Oflicers of District and Subordinate

Courts: As on date, Rs. 829467 crores have been released since the inception
ot the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (C85) for Development of Tnfrastructure
Facilities for Judictary in 1993-94, The number of court halls has increased
from 15818 as on 30.06.2014 w 20,070 as on 04.03.2021 and number of
residential units has increased from 10,211 as on 30.06.2014 to 17,735 as on
04.03.2021 under this scheme. In addition, 2,846 court halls and 1,842
residential unils are under construction,

(i} Leveraping Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for

improved justice delivery: Government has been implementing the e-Courts
Mission Mode Project throughout the country for Information  and
Communication Technology enablament of district and subordinate courts.
Number of computerized DMsirict & Subordinate courts has increased from
13,672 (in 2014) to 18,735 as on 22.02.2021, registering an increase ol 5,063,

15



(iii)

New and user-friendly version of Case Information Software has been
developed and deployed a all the computerized District and Subordinate
Courts.  All stakehelders including Judicial Officers can access information
relating 1o judicial procesdings/decisions of computerized Dhistrict &
Subordinate Courts and High Courts on the Natonal Judicial Data Grid
(NIDG). As on 03.03.2021, litigants can access case status of over 1828 crore
cases and 1388 crore orderqjudgements pertaning to these courts.eCourts
services such as details of case registration, cause st casc status, daily orders
& final judgments are available to Itigants and advocates through eCourts web
portal, Judicial Service Centres (JSC) in all computerized courts, eCourts
Mobile App, email service, SMS push & pull services. Video Conferencing
facility has been enabled between 3240 court complexes and 1272
corresponding jails. With a view ta handle the COVID- 19 challenges better and
to make the transition to virtual hearings smoother, funds have been provided
for setting up 235 e-SewaRKendras at court complexes to facilitate lawyers and
litigants needing assistance ranging [rom case status, getting judgements/orders,
courlicase related information and efiling facilities, Nine Virtual Courts have
heen set up at Delhi {2 courts), PFaridabad (Haryana), Pune & Nagpur
{Maharashtra) Kochi (Kerala), Chennai (I'amil Nadu), Guwahati {Assam) and
Bengaluru (Karnateka) to try trallic offences. As on 20.01.202], these courts
have handled 41,98 093 cases and realised Bs. 139 25¢r in fines.

Filling up of vacant positions in Supreme Court, High Courts and District and

Subordinate Courts: From 01.05.2014 1o 01,03.2021, 35 Judges were appointed
in Supreme Court. 576 new Judges were appointed and 524 Additional Tudges

were made permanent in the High Courts. Sanctioned strength of Judges of

High Courts has been incrcased from 906 in May, 2014 to 1080 currenily.

16



{iv)

(v)

Sanctioned and working strength of Judicial Officers in Disiriet  and
Subordinate Courts has increascd as follows:

Ason Sanctioned | Working Strength |

Strength i

i 31.12.2013 1o518 | (5115 |
04032021 24,283 3 19,295

Filling up of vazancies in Suberdinate judiciary falls within the domain of

the State Governments and High Courts concerned.

Reduction in Pendency throuph / follow up by Arrears Committees: In

pursuance of resolution passed in Chief Justices” Conference held in April,
2015, Arrears Commitlees have been set up in High Courls to clear cases
pending for more than five years. Arrcars Committees have been set up under
District Judges too. Arrears Committee has been constituled in the Supreme
Court to tormulate steps to reduce pendency of cases in High Courts and
District Courts. ' |
Further Communications have been addressed by Minister ol Law & Justice
to Chief Justices of High Courts and to Chief Ministers on 20.06.2014 and
14082018 drawing their attention o cases pending for more than five vears

and to take up pendency reduction campaign.

Emphasis on Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR): Commercial Courts Act,

2015 (as amended on 20" August, 2018) stipulates mandatory pre-institution

mediation and settlement of commercial disputes. Amendment to the

fid



(vi)

(wii)

Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 199 has been made by the Arbitration and

Conciliation (Amendment) Act 2015 for expediting the speedy resolution of

disputes by prescribing timelines.
Imtiatives to Fast Track Special Type of Cases: The Fourteenth Finance

Commission endorsed the proposal of the Government to strengthen the judicial

system in States which included, inter-alia, establishing Fast Track Courts lor
cases of hemous crimes; cases involving senior citizens, women, children eic.,
and urged the State Governmenis o use the additional fiscal space provided in
the form of enhanced tax develution form 32% to 42% to meet such
tequirernenls. As on 31.01.2021, 894 Fast Track Courts are functiopal for
heinous crimes, crimes agairst wonien and children ete, To fast track eriminal
cases jnvolving elected MPs / MLAs, ten {10) Special Courts are functional in
nine (9) States/UTs (1 each in Madhya Pradesh, Maharashira, ‘Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh. Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and 2 in
NCT of Delhi). Further, Government has approved a scheme for setting up
1023 Fast Track Special Courts (171%Cs) across the counlry for expeditious
disposal of pending cases of Rape under [PC and crimes under POCS0 Act. As
on date, 28 States/UTs have joined the scheme for setting up of 842 FISCUs
including 363 ‘exclusive POCSO Courts’. Rs. 140 crore was released in the
[inancial year 2019-20 and Rs. 13526 crore has been released during the
financial year 2020-21 for the scheme. 616 FTSCs are functional including 330
exclusive POCS0O Courts, which dispesed 39653 cases as on 3[.01.2021.

In addition, to reduce pendency and unclogging of the courts the Government
has recently amended various laws like the Negotiable Instruments
{Amendment) Act, 2018, the Commercial Courts { Amendment) Act, 2018, the
Specilic Reliel (Amendment) Act, 2008, the Arbitration and Conciliation
{Amendment) Act, 2019 and the Criminal Laws (Amendment) Act, 2015,

18



{(b): The details of pending cases in Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh during the last
two years and the current year is as under:-

51, No | Name of High Court 2019 2020 2021
- B | (as on 05.03.2021)

1 Chhattisgarh 69316 | 75836 76630 |
2 | Madhya Pradesh 357929 362932 371191

Rk



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE

] N | 42
(DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) Eiﬂffx.&.t’

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 2746
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 10™ MARCH, 2021

Nyay Kaushal
2746. SHRI KOMATI REDDY VENKAT REDDY:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has opened e-resource cenire called
Nyay Kaushal and also virtual courts to mitigate various
inequalities by using lechnology to save time, money and
avoid long travel for speedy justice and unnecessary delays;
and

(b} if so, the details thereof and the progress made along with
funds sanctioned/spent therefor, State/ UT-wise?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) : The eResource Center Nyay Kaushal has been started by the
Bombay High Court, Nagpur Bench, Functioning since October 2020, it
provides facility of efiling, conduct of virtual hearings and other eCourts
services ete to lawyers and litigants. Further Virmal Courts to try traffic
challan cases have also been started. Presently there are 9 Virtual Courts
in 7 States / UTs viz. Dethi (2). Faridabad (Haryana), Chennai (Tamil
MNadu), Bengaluru(Kamataka), Kochi (Kerala), Magpur{Maharashtra),

1
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Guwahati{ Assam) and Pune(Maharashtra), Over 41 lakh cases have been
handled by these 9 Virtual Courts up till 20 January 2021.

(b): The ITigh Court wise fund release status for implementation of
eCourts Project Phase-11  is given at Annexure.

o e
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Annexugre

Statement reforred to in reply of Lok Sabha Unstamed (Juestion Wo2744 for
100032021 regarding Nyay Kaushal, The details ol ligh Court wize fund
released under eCourls project Phase-1 are as under:

Sr.Mo High Coort | Tutal Funds released untl-tTl
eCourts Phase-11
il {in Rs. crore)
1. Alkahabad 109,48
2. Andhra Pradesh R 4
2 Bonibay Clhegd
3k  Calcutta 37.09
i & € hhattisgarh 2kl
6. Lxelhi | 16,80
7 (auhati {Arunachal Pradesh} | ].64 L4
8. Crauhati (Assam) 67.28 L
2 Guauhati (Mizoram) TET
14, Cauhati (MNagaland) _ kel 4
' 11, Gujaral 1282 EY
s Himachal Pradesh 1027
13 Jamnmu & Kashmir 18.98
4| Tharkhand 2423 il
| 3. Karnataks ~ 65.3% 4
| 16|  Kerala 3503 sl
17. ‘Madhya Pradesh 74,05 i
18. Madras RS [ &)
19. Manmipar 8,52 1
20. Meghalaya 9.74
21 {rissa 46.41 1l
L2 __Pana 3 55.82 iL
23, Punjab & Harvans 54,13 ]
24, Rajasthan £7.80
5  Sikkim 681
26. Telangana 1.7%
77, Tripura 16.90
2 Uttarakhand 1165
3 i ~ Total 114230

ak
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LOK SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. $*303
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, 17" MARCH, 2021.

SHORTAGE OF JUDGES
T*303. SHRIMATI JYOTSNA CHARANDAS MAHANT:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICFE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has made any assessment regarding the shortage of
judges and the vacant posts in the courts of the country and is so, the details
thereof, State-wise;

{(b)whether the process of recruitment has started against the said vacancies
during the lasi three vears and if so, the details thereof, State-wise; and

(c) whether any assessment has been made regarding the number of such vacant
posts in Chhattisgarh and if so0, the details thereof?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW & JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS

& INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY
{(SHRI RAVYI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) to (c): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House,

L L
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STAT NT REFE D TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a} TO (¢} OF LOK
SAB STARRED OUESTION *303 FOR SWER 17.03.2021

REGARDING ‘SHORTAGE OF JUDGES",

(a) & (b):A Statement showing the sanctioned strength, working strength, vacancies and
appointment of Judges made in Supreme Court and High Courts during the last three
years Le. 2018-2020 is at Annexure I As per the Constitutional framework, the
appointments of Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts are made under Articles
124, 217, and 224 of the Constitution of India respectively. Judges of the Supreme Courl
of India and High Courts are appointed as per the procedure laid down in the
Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) prepared in 1998 pursuant to the Supreme Court
judgment of October 6, 1993 (Second Judges case) read with their Advisery Opinion of
October 28,1998 (Third Judges case). As per MoP, initiation of proposal [or
appointment of Judges in the Supreme Court vesis with the Chief Justice of India while
the same for Judges in the High Courts vests with the Chief Justice of the concerned
High Court. Therefore, the filling up of vacancies in the High Courts is a collaborative
and ntegrated process between the Executive and the Judiciary. It requires consultation
and approval from various Constitutional authorities both at the Centre and State,

A Statement showing the sanctioned strength and working strenpth of
Subordinate Judiciary during the last three years i.e. 2018-2020 1s at Annexure-II. Under
Article 235 of the Constitution of India, the administrative control over the members of
district and subordinate judiciary in the States vest with the concemed High Courl.
Further, in exercise of powers conferred under proviso to Article 309 read with Articles
233 and 234 of the Constitution, the respective State Government, in consultation with
the High Court, frames the Rules and Regulations regarding the issues of appointment.
promotion, reservations, etc. of Judicial Officers in the State Tudicial Service. Hence, in
so far as recruitment of judicial officers in the States is concerned, respective High
Courts do it in certain States, whereas the High Courts de it in consultation with the
‘Gtate Public Service Commissions in other States. Central Government has no role in
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the matter. Recruitment in the Subordinate judiciary is an ongoing and continuous
process and each year vacancies are filled either fully or partially.

{c): Vacancies in Subordinate Judiciary are filled up every year in accordance with the
time schedule prescribed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in its order dated
04.01.2007 passed in Civil Appeal no. 1867/2006 Malik Mazhar Sultan & Anr. vs. ULP.
Public Service Commission. As pet this time schedule, the vacancies for the category of
Diistrict Judge (Entry Level) and Senior Civil Judge are to be notified commencing on
31st March of a calendar year and end by 3 1st October of the same year.

The sanctioned and working strength of Judicial Officers and vacancies m the
Subordinate Judiciary in the State of Chhattisgarh as on 28.02.2021 is as follows:-

Sanctioned btrength Wnﬁ::lng Strength T Vacancy
: 481 e 187 ' 04
e ErR R Rk
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO
UESTION NO.
SANCTIONED _STRENGTH,

ST D

11.03.2021 AND APPOINTMENT OF JUDG
HIGH COURTS DURING THE LAST THRE

ANNEXURE-T

PART (a) & (b] OF LOK SABHA

303 FOR ANSWER ON_17.03.2021 REGARDING

WORKING STRE

NGTH, VACANCIES AS ON

ES MADE IN SUPREME COURT AND

E YEARS i.e. 2018-2020,

K0

MName of the Court Sectioned | Wcrrhi;g "Vacancies Number of a ppointment
No Strength | Strength made during last
| ot three years i.e. 2018-2020
2018 |2019 |2020 |
A | Supreme Court 34 0 04 08 10 i E
| B | High Court k A ALY _ RN T ALY M
1 | Allahabad 160 96 54 28 10 04
| 2| Andhra Pradesh |37 13 |18 - bz |o7
3 | Bombay - 94 63 131 | oa o
|4 | Calcutta 72 3z 40 11 |06 01
5 | Chhattisgarh 22 14 | 08 04 . .
5 | Delhi 5.t EO £ * S b~ 05 AL LB S
7| Gauhati 5 S| 1 TR L | oz 04 g
|8 | Gujarat | 52 30 i 04 03 |07 |
9 | Himachal Pradesh |13 31 pEuys 03 =2 ST - ,
10 | High Court for UT af 17 11 06 02 [- 05 ‘
lammu & Kashmir and UT ,
of Ladakh e, .
11 | tharkhand [ 25 17 08 03 e
12 | Karnataka = 46 16 12 10 |10
[ 13 | Kerala 47 40 a7 04 01 06
14 Madhya Pradesh 53 ) AR R RN T 08 02 -
15 | Madras 18! 75 ' 62 | 13 08 | D1 in
16 | Manipur ! 05 | 05 "0 ; I
17 | Meghalaya 04 D4 e 01 01 = z
18 |Odssa 27 115 12 o R L
13 | Patna 53 - R R I T - 04 : i
20| Punjab& Haryana 2 R i - 38 O . L sl s 0n
21 | Rajasthan_ 50 2 LA | 27 : 03 |os
(22 | Sikkim _ 03 3 |0 : -
23 | Telangana 24 ZRLLYL) |_11] L EE 01
|24 |Trpars 05 S8l Ll A L N L
25 | Uttarakhand 5 1 SN .. | 04 . 03 01 :
~ [Tatal 1080 R S T T 66

26



hTﬁ.l EMENT REFERRED T

_’i_‘\.

OUESTION NO, 1303 FOR ANSWER ON 17.03.2021 REGARDING ﬁ.ggc*nﬂmr,u g.mg '

WORKING STRENGTH, VACANCIES OF SUBORDINATE JUDICIARY DURING THE
LASTT EY e 2018-2020,
| o oy | % o] |
A [ onmate | | Working |y, | Semctond | Werking | yopppey | Strsioned | Workes | oy :
Andnmmmn and | | | T
1 lomobws 1 " uf  ml o o 13 13 ) 12 13
2 | Andhra Pradesh | 454 445 | 49 | 547 529 ] gorl . sigl o7
_ |mehl :
|3 | Prodesh B | | 21 14 LTI g
4 | Assam , 430 | 3% 47 441 412 29 466 | 412 54
5 | Bihar | 1m45| 1205  edn 1925 1149  776| 1936 | 1433 503
6| Chandigash ) PO 7 (| I ) SO VY
7 | Chhattisgarh 452 397 55 468 | 354 | L 4w | 7 4
'8 | D& N Haveli 3 3 0 3 3 0 3 2 Y
9| Daman & iy 5 N T S R T N A1 0
10| Dethi 790 541 258 799 BR1 118 A9 150
11| Goa w[ @ R | ) G
12| Gujorat 1506 | 1150 156 szt ties| @e|  wmi] nsm| e
13| Harvana_ 64l 480 162 T 415|297 772 01| 279
Himachal f [
14| Pradesh 159 18| | 7S 153 22 175 161 | i
| Jammu and g : |
15 | Kashmir 310 224 | 86 200 33 58| we|  2ss 4
16| Tharkhumd 676 460 216 677 anl 216 675) 54| 131
Karnitaka 2614 | 2181 | 433 1345 | 1006 2% 1357|107 285 |
'8 | Kerala 49| 433 63 536 | 457 79| 53 470 68
|10 Tadakh ¢ 0] 0 ol E T B
20 | Lakshadweop 3] 3| i 3 3 ol 3 3 [
|21 | Madhya Pradesh 1s72 |  m3s17  si | 2020 1620, 400 | 2021 |  1610] 4Ll
22 Maharachra | 2011 1844 167 2129  1942] - 247 2190 | 1940| 00
13 | Manipyr 55 40 | 15 | - - G 16 34 36 1K
24| Meghalaya w1 mm| s 97 T 40 A8
25 | Mizocam 67 46 2t | 64 45 I8 s e o 3
26| Nagaland 33 6 T 3 25 B 33 2 7
127 | Dudisha ang 755 135 | 918 770 40, 950 736 194
|28 | Puducherry 26 19 =1 16 T 15 26 ¥ 15
20| Tunjab 674 530 144 675 | 579 06 62] 503 99
W | Rajesthan | 1337 1w | 19 1428 1121 307 1489 | 1292 197
3L | Sikkim . 13 | 19 Y T R 23 w| s
|2 TemilMadu_ | 143|905 | 238 255! 1ogol 17 1208  1e] 40
13 Telangnn - 493 345 a8 | N3 14| w4l ”
3| lopuoa 115 5] 40 £20 96 2 o w|  x
3; Uttar Pradesh 3225 2037 1188 e 2578 B3E 3634 2581 1053
36| Uttagakhand 203 234 s  goa| o 66 | 207 235 42 |
37| West Bangu 3] o 75| w4 =18 w| 101 oy 96
| TOTAL 22051 18s6 |  sass| 23T | wmwie . aeni | 2447 10me) 4o2m
T I SRR = 27
LT P - S i '
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GOVERNMENT OF INDILA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICF

LOK SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. *320
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, 17" MARCH, 2021,

Legal Literacy Outreach I'rogrammes

*320.SHRIMATI MEENAK ASHI LEKHI:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:
(a) the number of Lepal Literacy outreach programmes conducted in the
past three years:

(bithe total number of women legal representatives trained through
Lhese outreach programmes; and

(c}whether the Government, thromgh State Women C ‘ommissions,
proposes to expand the areas covered and if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW & JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) 1o (e): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

L ]
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS {a} TO (c) OF LOK
SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *320 FOR ANSWER ON 17.03.2021

REGARDING ‘LEGAL LITERACY OUTREACH PROGRAMMES'.

{a) To make people aware of their legal entitlements as well as their duties. [egal
Awareness programmes are held across the country by Mational Legal Services
Authority {NALSA), More than 6,59 lakh Legal Awareness Camps have been
organized by Lepal Service Authorities from April. 2007 1o December, 2020
which were aliended by more than &34 crore citizens, In addition, Legal
Empowerment Camps are also orgamzed by NALSA focusing on poor, weak and
marginalized people to connect them with their entitlements under the law and
the welfarc schemes. 3898 mmpsI have been organized {rom the vear 2017 1o
2020 which has benefitted more than 82.41 lakh eitizens. Furthermore, the
Government is implementing the programme of “Access to Justice in North
Fastern States and UTs of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh™ since 2012, Under
this programme, legal literacy/legal awareness and lepal aid ¢linies are held in
collaboration with State Legal Services Authorities, State Instinme of Rural
Development, State Women Commissiens, State Resource Cenlres, ete. During
the last three years, 4265 Legal Awareness Legal Literacy programs have heen

conducted reaching out to 4.6 lakh beneficiaries including 158 Legal Aid Clinics.

(b) Women constitule a substantial part of the Legal Service Authoritics

workforee in the capacity of Panel Lawyers and Para [.cgal Vohmteers (PLVs),
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At present, 11,329 female Pancl Lawyers and I'}._di}fl female PLVs arc attached
with the Legal Services Authoritics. This workforce is rained by NALSA
through specialised training modules held at regular intervals.

{¢) Mational Legal Services Authority (NALSA) in collaboralion with the
National Commission for Women has launched a project, “Empowering Women
through Legal Awarcness™ on 15" of August, 2020. Under this Project, legal
literacy programmes for women were carried out in 285 districts in the States of
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Madhya Pradesh. Maharashira, Rajasthan, Telangana,
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. Legal awareness programmes were held with the
overarching objective of making women aware of their relevant rights and
protections available for them under the various laws and enhance their capacities
to advance their rights and navigate the judicial and administrative sel up lor
actualization of their rights. From 15.08.2020 o 31.12.2020, 675 programmes
were held under the said project which were attended by 34,621 women. In
addition, the Government in partnership with the State Commission for Women,
Arunachal Pradesh disseminatad 6.02 lakh copies ol Information FEducation and
Communication materials on issues related 1o women and children. Furthermore,
the Government in collaboration with the Stale Commission for Women,

Meghalaya trained 350 tribal women as Resource Persons for spreading legal

literacy at the grass root level.

Rk rEhahwhd
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .ﬂﬁ']l‘:‘?””*ﬂ ‘Ej"m -

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3459

TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, TIIE 17.03.2021

Setting up a Bench of High Court
13459, SHRI MALOOK NAGAR:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government proposes to set up a High Court bench in
Western Uttar Pradesh;

(b) if 50, the time by which the said bench is likely to be set up; and

(¢) if not, whether any such proposal is under consideration of the
Government for future?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

{(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)
(a) to {c): In accordance with the recommendations made by the Jaswant
Singh Commission and judgment pronounced by the Apex Courl in W.FP.
(C) Mo, 379 of 2000, Benchies) of the High Court are established afler due
consideration ol a complete proposal from the State Government
ncomporating readiness to provide infrastructure and meet the cxpenditure,
along with the consent of the Chief Justice of the concerned High Court who
1s authorized to look after day to day administration of the High Court and
its Bench. The proposal should also have the consent of the Governor of the

comncerned State.
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At present no complete proposal has been received from the Statc
Government of Uttar Pradesh to establish a Bench of Allahabad High Court
in Wesatern Uttar Pradesh.

%k

g
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GOVERNMENT OF INDiA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

i de ke -

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 13489
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17* MARCH, 2021
Lok Adalats

T3488. SHRI PRATAPRAO JADHAV:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of Lok Adalats organised in rural areas during the last three years to
date, State-wize and place-wise;

(b) the details of total number of cases settled in these Lok Adalats, State-wise and
year-wise,

{c) whether the Government contemplates to make these Lok Adalats more
effective and if so, the details thereof: and

{d) the State-wise total number of Lok Adalaﬁ proposed to be organised during the
current year?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW & JUSTICE, BﬂmHIEATIDHS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

{a) an::I {b} State/UT-wise and year-wise details of number of Lok Adalats organised
and cases disposed of by State Lok Adalats, Nafional Lok Adalats and
Pemmanent Lok Adalats {Public Utility Services) during the |ast three years is at
Annexure-A, Annexure-B and Annexure-C respectively.

(c) The State Legal E_erl.rir:.es Authorities have been issued guidelines/ directions by
National Legal Services Authority [HALS;Q} vide National Legal Services
Authority (Lok Adalat) Regulations, 2009 to organise more Lok Adalats so that

pendency of cases could be reduced. Further in view of Covid, E-Lok Adalat was

A 2T LAP
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conceptualized which significantly improved access t'n justi;:a for people who
were otherwise unable to participate in the Lok Adalats. The first E-Lok Adalat
was held on 27,06.2020 and since then E-Lok hq;lalats have been crganized in
24 States / UTs wherein B.07 lakh cases were taken up and 4.11 lakh cases
disposed of.

(d) Every year, NALSA issues calendar for the year for organising Mational Lok
Adalats. During 2021, National Lok Adalats are scheduled to be held on 10t
Aprl, 10" July, 11" September and 11" December. State Lok Adalats are

organised by State Legal Services Authorities as per local conditions and nesds.

s o ok
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Statement containing the infarmation of cases disposed Eﬁﬁ. the State Lok Adalats and benches constituted during the last three year wlz. 2017-18, 2018-19, 1015-_'
20 and J020-21 [upto December 2020).

5.Mo.| Name of the State/UT 2017-18 | 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 fupto Dec20)
Autharity Mo.of | Cases Dispased No.of |CasesDisposedof| MNo.of |Cases Disposedoff Na.of | Cases Disposed of |
Benches af {Both Pre- Benches {Both Pre- Bengches {Both Pre- Banches (Both Pre-
constituted | [tigative sand | constituted lidgative and constituted | Hblgative and constbuted litigative and
Pending cosos) Pending cases) Pending cases) Pending cases)
1 [Andaman and Nicobar 22 432 i 2 290 g2 oG
|__ Islands ee ! -
2 landhrz Predesh SB5D 16712 SBE0 13731 8493 11400 1915 21413
3" |arunachal Pradesh & a5 3 25 a7 118 oE Fe )
4 |Assirn 748 109151 576 SE778 419 13084 3 x
5 |Bihar 784 2283 1041 1361 931 1256 76 o
6 _|Chandigarh 2 43 12 &8 17 28 4 0
7 [Chhattisgarh 1035 1148 620 SEET 610 1667 195 2270
1 10 1 5 0 0 T o
: Dadra and Nagar Haveli o
9 |Pamanand Dlu 0 _I;I i 1] o g 0 £ (i [} :
10 |Dehi 55 3685 &0 4333 52 16340 | 185 19857
11 |Goa 41 623 B 132 5 81 0 0
12 |Gujarat 254 18074 5555 18563 | 4542 20611 1208 13028
13 |Haryana _ 58875 149578 69850 143703 56040 124952 17335 26594
14 |Himachal Pradesh 1311 52899 2088 75180 1865 |  sme5a 23 3105
15 [ammu and Kashmir 133 _ ¢ 4485 107 10611 145 16774 111 ATE
16 |lharkhand Bo0 7905 T 12468 743 1£34]1 231 4734
|17 |Karnataka 11307 114272 REFE BIE1E 3890 45365 1547 115701
18 [Kerala 2206 27038 2356 | 3173z 1972 21408 S0 1661
19 |iakshadwecs o L 13 11 158 2 0 L] 0
20 |Madnyz Pradesh 1897 7877 1541 3561 1166 10675 1010 9661
21_|Maharashtra 65 1117 A | 738 592 7531 & 96




_I!'ul.l.': of Cases Disposed ! Mo. af | Cases Disposed of Mo, af |cases Disposed of Mo -nll' Cases Diu.'pns.\.‘;--l-l:f-
Benches of (Both Pre- Benche: | (Both Pre- Benches {Both Pre- Benches [Both Pre-
constituted | litigative and comstituted litigative and canskitubad litigative and constituted litfgative and
Panding cases) Peandlng cases] Pending cases) Pending cases)
22 |Manipur 0 o 2 28 n | _® 1 21
73 |Meghalaya 1 10 73 LGE | B i o o
24 [Mizoram g5 536 85 477 112 552 21 67
ES Magaland 4 0 A o £ 0 Q o 0
| 26 |odisha 512 257324 361 B2717 101 45210 233 4528
27 {Puducherry R 1111 56 1011 49 BaY 12 150
28 _|Puniab 1100 5980 1034 2325h BO3 4242 0 a i
79 |Rajasthan 4270 73277 1185 10673 3689 6522 238 3383F
30 |Sikkisn 120 BT 110 720 120 560 a0 123
31 | Tamil Nadu 3354 19024 3259 17144 7181 16621 3/9 7393
37 |Telengana 7531 14435 1956 13032 1862 13352 228 15815
33 [Tripura 165 73832 116 57063 o 7352 B 714
34 |Uttar Pradesh 204 9550 280 41576 197 3916 162 B1725
35 [Uttarakhand 45 15858 A 7803 72 27258 110 BFE. -
36 |West Bengal 1821 916855 1650 315654 1307 25658 2600 5838
[ lGrand Total 109695 1928682 116711 1047655 102056 | 545751 27316 436913
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nexure-g

SIS PSS

| statement as rafarred to In reply to Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 3488 for
|an5waﬁng_g_n'jl.ﬂ33ﬂ21 raised by Shri Prataprac Jadhav, MP - Lok Adalats.

Statement containing the information of cases disposed of in Mational Lok Adalats
during lastthres yoars.
S.Mo. | Name of the State/UT i RN T T
Authority ;C;;E!.u.E'IE-p_ﬂ_EEH Of | Ceses Disposed OF | Cases Disposed OF
"1 [ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR 0 2 245
HSLANDS ' —
. I AMDHRA FRADESH 85017 /415 37BI6
|3 [ARUNACHAL PRADESH 1338 | SEE 104
4 [A55AM e 31152 21508 121E5
© [BHAR 170883 154924 BE451
& |CHANDIGAAH 21743 11185 3569
7 |CHHATTISGARH 70367 h76dE 34484
A |DADRA AND NAGAR HAVEL 170 2071 T 1768
3 IpAMAN AND DI S 749 2
10 |CELHI 75546 T B3006
11 [GOA ; 2704 1585 351
|12 [GUIARAT | 137105 193150 41584
{13 [HARYANA 91141 103298 30258
|14 [HIMACHAL PrADCSH 70238 25437 5971
15 [JIAMMU AKD KASHMIR 53330 32177 13258
16 [JHARKHAND 72058 9238 53152
17 |KARNATAKA 55a57 JE1R4F 134581
18 |KERALA 106013 126725 _ 15010
12 [LAKSHAD'WEEF 103 4 8
20 |MADHYA PRADESH 310560 234433 108355
21 [MAHARASHTRE 802815 428376 315837
27 WANIPUR  i6Es 1984 204
73 |MEGHALAYA S36 TE 303
24 |MizoRam 1075 495 218
5 |mAGalanD . 2328 573 | 251
6 |CDISHA ¥ 41288 43147 : 18379
i/ _[PUDUCHERRY 4745 . 4194 AT
28 |PURIAR 111771 83016 13528
245 [RAJASTHARM 165621 2190498 1030860
|30 [SIKKIM 233 165 D
31 |TAMIL NADL 4 /5753 340554 B3g19 |
37 |TELANGANA FTED 110838 47580
33 [IRPURE 2R45 3354 352
24 |UTTARAKHAND 34437 26058 ROEE
35 |UTTAR PRADESH 1724616 2434405 1171022
|36 WESTBEMGAL 62637 B2890 28595
Grand Total 5882561 5293273 2548368

37



NAexLfE-L

Sﬁteme-nt
Adalats,

a5 referred to in reply ta Lok Sabha Unstarred Question Mo, 3489 for answerlng on 17.03.2021 ralsed by Shri Frataprao Jadhaw,

P - Lok

-Sh'c{'.mant-cuhtninirrg t-he information of number of sitti
|18, 2018-19, 2019-20 and 2020-21 {upto Decemnber, 2020)

ngs of Permanent Lok Adalats {PLIS) énd cases settled

in these sittings during the years vie. 2017.

=y

2017-18 2018-19 201920 2020-21 [upte Dec.20)
Name of the State/UT | Sitting During| Cases settied Sttting | Casessettled |  Sitting | Cases sottied Sitting | Cases settled
b Aurtharity the year during the year [ During the durlng the During the |during the year| During the during the
Year year year year year
Andeman and Nicobar o 0 g 0 o 0 0 0
1 jislmnds -
?_|Andhea Pradesh 753 1204 2204 1805 1341 LEDE 226 BBS
| 3 |teunachal Pradesh 0 0 D 0 0 0 0 a
4 |Assam - 474 312 350 g5 753 38 54 1
5 |Binar 347 78 1682 451 1754 GE8 747 138 |
§ |Chandigarh 242 1205 247 1653 246 582 186 52
| 7 |chhattisgarh 1154 163 ;|5 122 518 86 121 B
n 0 0 0 0 o o b
8 _ |Dadra and Nagar Haveli =
8 |Daman and D i a a ] 0 . ] 0 o
0 |Dethi 454 11323 502 14857 516 | 19439 333 E791
11 |Goa E a3 R - | 57 18 0
| 12 |Gujarat 5 438 23 165 3 120 0 D
13 [Haryana 2585 40966 3501 39530 3578 45839 2560 7865
14_{Himacha! Pradesh 31 75 35 70 3| 112 4 4
15 [Jammu and Kashmir 0 [ V] 0 0 0 0 D
16 _likarkhand 2032 3137 1658 B414 2738 10517 2526 1268
17 _|kamataka 1515 5673 1615 014 1578 6399 766 2783
| 18 [Kersla 473 818 273 544 176 442 269 166
19 |iakshadwesp ] o 0 0 0 ¥ 0 D
20 |Madhya Pradesh 427 12094 304 351 364 510 266 132
21 [Maharashtra 787 10089 FFE 2081 797 3304 329 154
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Sittlng I:lurln.g Cases settled Sitthng | Cases settlad | Sitting | Cases 5eitlcd Sikting Cases settied J
S L the year | during the year | During the during the During the |during the year During the during the
year year year year year
27 [manipur o g AR g o o o PR My
23 {Mleghalays 0 ) i 0 0 0 ] 0
| 24 |Mizoram o i o el i i = 0
25 IMagalang 0 0 0 D e o 0 ]
26 _|odisha 55& 1563 705 1352 535 1870 157 BB
27 {Puducherry o 0 o i 0 0 0 0
28 [Punjab 3428 19626 3338 3427 4504 5301 1790 7150
23 [Rajasthan 3205 3208 3765 IV 4545 5354 545 252
30 |sikkim @ 0 o 0 0 0 25 0
3 fTamil Nadu (] 1] i) ] 245 a7 ay o
32 |Telengana 153 4856 2 5243 181 546 78 " A7
| 33 [Tripurs 8g EE 189 745 147 208 1 g
34 |Uttar Pradesh 5564 16563 4956 2340 4374 _133p 1699 1
35 |Uttarakhand 27 h 314 151 461 379 43 163
| 36 |West Bungal 0 0 0 o 0 0 n e g
| IGrand Total 24842 124458 26634 | 102624 | 29776 110676 12971 |  23m79

e
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINTSTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE B
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTFON NO. 3507
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17" MARCH, 2021

PENDING CASES IN SUPREME COURT

3507, SHRI D, M. KATHIR ANAND:
SHRI PRATHAP SIMHA:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased Lo state:

(2) the total number of cases pending with the Supreme Court of Tndia along
with the measures taken to effectively dispose off the cases;

(b) the existing ratio of judges in comparison to cases and whether the
Governnment is taking any measures to increase the number of judges in
Supreme Conr(; and

(c) if 50, details thereol?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELRECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(ak  Ason (1.03.2021, toial number of cases pending with the Supreme Court 15
66,727, Various measures have been taken by the Supreme Court from time 1o lime
to effectively dispose of the cases including during corona virus pandemic while
adhering to the Covid protoco] norms notified by the Government. Hearing of the
matters is being done through video conlerencing mode, Considering the aspecial
circurnstances due to the pandemic, the summer vacation of the Supreme Court for
seven weeks was curlailed to two weeks only and five weeks were declared

working weeks. Bven during the vacation of two weeks, Vacation Bench was

40




constituted for heating urgent matters. Further, in srder to reduce the number of
pending cases, miscellaneous weeks for listing only fresh admission cases etc.
were declared from time to time so that maximum number of cases could be listed.
An Arrrears Committee has been constituted at the Supreme Court wo formulate
steps to reduce pendency of cases.

Disposal of cases in courts is within the domain of the judiciary. Timely
disposal of cases in courts depends on several factors which, inter-alia, include
availability of adequate number of judges, supporting court staff and physical
infrastructure, complexity of facts involved, nature of evidence, co-operation of
stake holders viz. bar, investigation agencies, wilnesses and litigants and proper

application of rules and procedures.

The Government is, however, fully committed to speedy disposal of cases, The
Government has taken several initiatives to provide an ecosystem for [aster
disposal of cases by the judiciary, The National Mission for Justice Delivery and
Legal Reforms established by the Government has adopted a coordinated approach
for phased liquidation of arrears and pendency in judicial administration through
various strategic initiatives, including improving infrastructure for courts,
leveraging Information and Communication Technology for better justice delivery,
and filling up of vacant positions of Tudges in High Courts and Supreme Court.

(b} & (c): The existing ratio of judges in comparison to cases in Supreme Court is
1:2301. The Chief Justice of India had requested the Government in June, 2019 o
consider augmenting the Judge-strength in the Supreme Court appropriately.
Though there has been no criteria for [ixing the judge strength of the Supreme
Court, in view of the number of cases pending disposal, an increase in the judge
strength was considered by Government. The sanctioned strength of Supreme
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Court of India has been increased from 30 to 33 {excluding the Chiefl Justice of
India) w.e.f 09.08.2019 vide GOI notification.

LR EL L
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE

a3 DV
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE wmmﬂr w

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3525

TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17.03.2021

New Bench of Bembay High Court
3525, SHRI SHRINTWAS PATIL:
Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleascd to state:

a) whether there is any proposal to establish any new bench of Bombay
High Court apart from the existing ones al Mumbai, Nagpur and
Aurangabad in Maharashira to enable common people to save their
travelling and staying costs during litigation; and

b}if so, the locations for which such proposals have been received and the
details of the status of these proposals?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)
{a) to (b): No, sir. In accordance with the recommendations made by the
Jaswant Singh Commission and judgment pronounced by the Apex Court in
WP, (C) No. 379 of 2000, Bench(es) of the High Court are established after
due consideration of a complete proposal from the State Government
incorporating readiness to provide infrastructure and meet the expenditure,
along with the consent of the Chief Justice of the concerned High Court who
is authorized to look after day to day administration of the High Court and
its Bench. The proposal should also have the consent of the Governor of the

concerned State.
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At present, there is no complete proposal which has been received
from the State Government of Maharashtra 1o establish new Bench of
Bombay High Court.

£k

i
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Th Desy

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO, 3526
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17" MARCH, 2021
Development of Infrastructural Facilities

+3526. SHRI MAHABALIL SINGH:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state;

(a) whether the Government has implemented the centrally sponsored scheme
for the development of infrastructural facilities for the judiciary in Bihar;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c} the total fund allocated/released to Bihar by the Government under the
development of infrastructural facilities for the judiciary during the last three
vears; and

(d) the extent to which judiciary infrastructure has been improved so far in
Jharkband along with the details thereof?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATTONS AND

ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a} & (b} The Union Government has been implementing a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme for Development of Infrastructure Facilities for Judiciary
by providing financial assistance to State Governments / UTs in the
prescribed fund sharing pattern between Centre and States. The Scheme is
being implemented since 1993-94. It covers the construction of court

buildings and residential accommodations for Judicial Officers of District
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and Subordinate Judiciary. 111l date, Rs. 397.97 crore has heen sanctioned to

the State Government of Bihar.

(c): The status of funds released by the Central Government under the

Scheme during the last three wears and the current financial year is as

follows:

{fm K= crore)

Funds released during

State 2017-18 | 2018-19 (2019-20] 2020-21 (as on
10.3.2021)
Bihar 42.90 62.04 | B7.62 a0 72

i,

(d):  The primary responsibility of development of Infrastructure facilities for

judiciary rests with the State Government to augment the resources of the State

Governments. The funds are released under the Scheme for construction of court

buildings and residential accommodations for Judicial Officers of District and

Subordmate Judiciary. As per information available, the number of court halls in

Jharkhand is 637 as on 28.02.2021 and the number of residential units is 569 as

on 28.02 2021, In additton, presently 26 court halls and 66 residential units are

under construction in the State of Jharkhand,

FRRPFEWEENRE
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE Coteth™
o : ; T
(DLEPARTMENT OF JUSTICL)

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 3535
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17" MARCH, 2021

E-filing in Courts
3535. SHRI1 B. B. PATIL:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to séate:

{a) whether Indian courts have adopted the method of e-filing;

(b} if 50, the details of the courts where e-filing is compulsory; and

{c) the other steps taken/being taken by the Government to reduce
paper wastage and to eliminate the burden of court cases in Indian

Judiciary?
ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(SHRT RAVI SHANKAR FPRASAD)

{a) to (¢): The eCommittee of the Supreme Court has designed and rolled
oul in the yvear 2018, an e-filing system Version 1.0 and created a portal
(efiling.ecourts.gov.in) for this purpose. The portal enables electronic filing
of legal papers. E-filing being the principal [oundation for future
technological enhancement in the Indian Judiciary, Version 1.0 iz already
available in High Courts and District Courts.
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The e-Filing application is  integrated into  the District
Court CIS 3.2 & High Court CIS 1.0 software. The upgraded Version 2.0
and Version 3.0 for e-liling with enhanced user-friendly features have also
been developed by e-Committee, Supreme Court of India. Upgraded version
of eFiling software application have been developed with the latest features
like Adwvocate Portfolio, Advocate Clerk entry module, Calendar and
integration with social media platforms ete, Drafi Madel c-filing rules have
been framed and circulated by the eCommittee of the Supreme Court for
adoption by the various Iligh Courts to develop a standard operating
procedure. Keeping in view the present state of reparedness of courts,
lawyers and litigants, the tming for mandatory efiling of all cases/

documents 15 yel premature.

Fstablishment of Virual Courls have helped to reduce paper wastage
and to eliminate the burden of’ court cases. Virtual Courts have been rolled
out to ry traffic challan cases and have met with appreciable results.
Presently there are 9 such courts n 7 States viz Delhi (2 courts), Faridabad
(Haryana), Pune & Nagpur (Maharashtra) Kochi (Kerala), Chennai {Tamil
Nadu), Grauhati (Assam) and Bengalury (Karnataka), Environment friendly,
these Virtual Courts epable adjudication of cases in paperless manner with
epayment of the fine imposed. The litigants can file the complaint
electronically through e-filing, appears before a | udge virtually and also pay
the court fees or fine online. To reduce the burden of court cases, lhe
Government has adopted a co-ordinated approach 1o assist judiciary [or

phased liquidation of arrears and pendency in judicial systems, through

various stratepic initiatives like improving the infrastructure for courts

including computerization, increase in strength of judicial officers/judges
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and filling up of vacant positions in High Courts/Supreme Court, policy and
legislative measures in areas prone o excessive litigation, repeal of
outdated and archaic laws, initiatives to fast track special type of cases and

emphasis on Alternate Dispute Resolution et.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE )
elads
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 3539
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17" MARCH, 2021

e-Cours

3539. SHRI .M. SIDDESHWAR:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

{a)  the number of e-Courts that have been set up both at the

district level as well as in High Courts in 2020 under the e-
Courts Integrated Mission Mode Project; and

(b} the names of districts where the e-Courts migsion has been
implemented and the names of States where Tligh Courts have
e-Court chambers in the year 20207

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) & (b): The Governmen is implementing the e-Cowts Mission Mode Project
for Information and Communication Technology enablement of District and
Subordinate Courts across the couriry in associalion with the eCommittes of
the Supreme Court of India. During the year 2020, total 1980 courts have been
added in eCourts Mission Mode Project. State wise and Districts wise details of
wourts computerized m 2020 are given in Annexure-l. The name of states and

districts where eCourts Mission Mode Project has been implemented is given in

Anmnexure-[].
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Statement roferred to in
Courts. The details of cos

Annexupe-]

reply of Lok Sabha Unscarred Chrestion Na, 3339 for 17/03:2021] regarding -

&

nputerized cowrts under eCourts project during the year 2020 are us under:

Fyad S e
_ Ultar Pradesh 150 |
IAnn;El_lra l‘r.mlr.'a_h (Andhra Pradesh 15
‘Hombay !I--laJJarushﬁa i i3 122
Caleults Iwest Benal i NUBAR]
(Chhattisgarh Chhattisgarh ' ¥ |
| 6 |Demi Delhi ' 254
i_ Acunachal Pradesh _‘ 118 18] 3
; Assam 23
|7 Ciauhati Iwmm L T .'
! _ Nagaland (N 0
 |Gujarat \Gujarat | 160
9 Himachal Pradesh |Himachal Pradesh | 43|
o [Tetoryof . " Union Terorks of i
| Kashmir and Union Territory 13-1'.:'3_]?&" & Kashmir and '
Ladakh [ S )10
11 Tharkhand [Pharkhand s i %6
" 12 Kamataks AL, [Kamutaka iR TEM Y
13-_|[{wtrﬂa Ferala 13 i f|
|4 !Ivladi:y:.—;Pradmh Madhva I'radesh {£=11
Ii_li- !'.'l.-']'ﬂdras i _!'l'eu.nil Nadu
16 ‘»_'[mnpw Tl LT IManipur“"
17 Meghalays . [Meghalaya
lE ICrissn iﬂdisha
19 Pataa ‘Hihar
20 |Punjab & Haryans :f::;h“a
21 |Rujn3than i Tﬁjﬁslhﬂn_
B Eikm T e
'__23 . Tn:lauémm Telangana
d i 1 Tr:i]:mra.
| LTttarakband

s —
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Etaternent referred o in reply of Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 3539 [or PTA3Z021| regarding o-Courls,

Anmexure-1]

- StateTITs wise and District wise details of compuistized courts under cCourts projec! are as under:

T Mil,

| StaeTT

i Distriet

E:

Andariun and
Nicobar

"~ Pap i

I

Andhira Pradesh

Assam

Anﬂn—ﬂmpm, Chittoor,  Tast Gr-:-rlav:-u'i. {-j.urlLu:r.
| Kurnool,  Krishna, Nellore, Prakusham,
''Vikskapatnarm, Vimlanaperam, West Godavari

K adag,
srikakoeiam,

Tﬁm-.rup Metro. Tinsukia, Sivasagar, T;-fnri_g.am_i, [ﬂkhinlpuf,'

Somipur, Dibrugarh, Darrang, Bongaigaon, Wayaon, Jorhal,
Karimpanj, Cachar, Malbari, Dhubri. Dhemaji, Goalpara,
Ciolaghat, Barpeta, Huilakandi, Kokrajhar, Kamrup, [dulpur.
Chirang Karbi Anglong, Baksa, Dima Hasao

f Bihar

 Pama, Kaimur at Bhabhuo Smnast[;iur, Saran i Chapra,
Ratihar, Begusarai, Banka. Pumes, Murtthari, Munger,
Madhepura, Rohlas Sasaram, Khaguria Jamui, Aurangabad,
Darbhanps, Madhubuni, LakMisarai, Sheikhpura, Sahurss,
Supaul,  Gopalganj, Araria, Kishangsnj, Buxer, Nawada, |
Bettiah, Siwan, Nalands, Sitamarki, Bhajpur, Bhagalpur, Gaya,
_Jehunabad. Sheohar, MuzalTarpur, Vaishali

Ehm'-digﬂ.l'}l

Chandiparh, Korba, Bilaspur, Raipur, Surgnja at Ambikapur,
Dihamiari. Haigarh, Durg. Kuawardha, Rajnandgacn, Kuoriya,
Mahasamund, Kanker, Bastar, Jashpur, Dantewada, Janjpir,
[aled, Bemetara, Surajpur, Kondagaon, Balodabazar, Mungeli. |
Balrampur, Ramuanujganj

. Felhi

Narlh East. Shahdars, East, North, Morlh West, South West,
Mew Dielhi, Central, West, South, South East

" Diu and Daman

Diw, Duman

Dadra and Nagar
Haveli

Bilvazza

Cioa

Morth Clos, South (roa

1o,

:_Gujamt

11

Gamdhinagar, Ahmedabad, Surs Mahesana, Rajkor, Amreli, |
Anand, Banaskanth at Palappur, Bheruch, Bliavnapar, Thahod,
Tamnagar, Junagadh, Kheds at Nadiad kachchh at Bhuj,
Panchrmahal at Godhre, Patan, Sahurkantha at Himmatnagar,
Surendranagar, Vadodara., Navsari, Narmads, Tapl. Valsad
Forbandar, Gir Somnath st Versval, Aravalli al Modasa,
| Murhi, Devbhumi Drarka al Fhambhaliya, Chhota Udepar,
Mahisagar at Lunawada, Botad

Flurvana

Karnal, Siesa, Ambala, Bhiwand, Faridabad, Churugram, s,
Jhajjer, Jind, Kuruksherra, Narnawl, Rohtzk, Sonepal,
Panchlula, Farshabud, Kaithal, Rewari, Panipat, Muh,
Yamunanagar, Palwal

| Himachal Pradesh

Hamitpur, Kangra, Sirmaur, Une, Solan, Mandi, Rilaspur.
Chamba, Kinnaur, Kullu, Shimla
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Jammn and
kashmir

Kuthus, Udharmpur, Baramulla, Anantnag, Srinagar, Pulwama, ;
Ganderbal, Budgam. Resasi, Shopian, Kupwara, Poonch,
Rajouri, Ramban, Doda, Bandipora, Jammu, Kulgam, Satnba,
Kishtwar

14.

JTharkhand

| East Singhbhum at Tamshedpur, Tamtara., Chatra, Pakor,

Kamataka

Rokaro, Dhunlka, Knde:‘fnﬂ, Wt Smg,hhhnm at 'l.:_‘lmt'hu.ga..
Gumla, Godda, Hazaribagh. [ohardaga Dhanbad, Giridik,

Seraikella, Dheoghar, Daltonganf, Simdega, Latehar, Garbwa,
sahibgan, Ranchi, Ramgarh, Khunti 2F
Belagavi, Bagalkot, Vijayapura, Kalaburagi, Bidar, Raichur.
Koppal, Gadag, Dharwad, Uiars Kannada, Haveri, Ballar,
Chitradurga, Davangere, Shivamogga, Udupi,
Chikkamagalury, Tumakuny Kolar, Benpalury, Benpaluru
Fural, Mandya, Hassan, Dakshina Kannada, Kedaga, Myaurn,
Chamrajnagar, Ramanagaram, Chikkaballapur, Yadgir

14,

Kerala arud
Lakshadweep

Kasaragod. Frmakulam, Kannur, Thrissur, Kozhikode, |
Alappuzha, Idukki, Palakkad, Thiruvananthapuram, Kottayam,

Ladakh

Malappuram, Pathanamnithitts, Lakshadweep, Kollam, Wayanad
Kargil, Leh i

Madhya Pradesh

J::lbalplﬁ_. Marsinghpur, Hoshangabad Harda, I.Jnﬁria., Dindori,
Punna, Alirajpur, Jhabua, Khandwa, Shahdol, Sheopur, Tratia,
Rajgarh, Morena, Mandleshwar, Neemuch, Barwani, Shajapur,

Chhindwara,  Sidhi, Anuppur, Shivpuri, Raisen, Sehore,
Balaghat, Damoh, Vidisha, Bhind, Guna. Singraull, Satnw,
Seoni, Kaini, Mandsaur, Tikamparh, Betul, Dhar, Chhatarpur,
Dewas, Mandla, Rutlam, Sapar, Gwalior, Ujjain, Rewa, Indore,
Azhoknagr, Burhanpur, Bhopal

MAsharashira

Nandurbar, Dhule, Jalgaon, Buldhana Akola, Amravat,
Wardha, Nagpur, Bhandara, Gondia, Fadchireli, Chandrapur,
Yavatmal, Nunded, Parbhani. Jaina, Nashik, Thane, Raigad.
Pune, Ahmednagar, Beed, Latur, Osmanahad Solapur, Satara,

Ramagiri, Sindhudurg, Kolhapur, Sangli, Washim

20

Manipur

[mphal Fast, Imphal West, Bishnupur, Thoubal, sem?me

£y |

Meghalaya

Churachandpur, Ukhrul, Chandef, Tamenglong
Fast Khasi Hills, West Garo 1Tills, West JTaintia Hills, rﬁ
Grare Hills, Ri Bhoi, West Khasi Hills, South West Garg Hills

22,

Mizoram

:"n..i.;r.'-m.-], [.mlglei

Nagaland

Dimapur,

24

Odisha

- Malkangiri, Nubarangpur

Cuttack, Kendrapada, Nuspada, Ganjam, Bulasore, Ii:lrupu’r.
Dhenkanal,  Khurda, Gajapati. Kalahandi, Sambalpur,
Jharsuguda,  Keuvnjhar, Jagatsinghpur,  Puri, Sundareary
Ralangir. Bhadrak. Jasjpur, Sonepur. Ravagada, MNayagarh, |
kaamihamal, Boudh, Mayurbhanj, Anugul, Barparh, Deogarh,

a5

Punjub

' Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Rupnagar, Fatehgarh Sahib. Patiala,

Ferozepur, Amritsar, Faridkot Gurdaspur, Kapurthala, Mogs,
Mansa, Sri Muktsar Sahib, SBs Mugar, Barnala, Bathinda

| Hoshisrpur, Sangrur, Pathanko!, Tarn Taran, Mohali, Fazilka

6.

Rajasthan

Rajsamand, Alwar, Dausa Jaipur Metro I, Tonk, Bikaner.
Canpanagar, MeraNagaur, Udaipur, Bundi, Hanuwmangarh,

4
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Baran, Bhuratpur, Ajmer. Jhunjhunu, F'_ul{. m. Jalore,
Thalawar, Pratapgarh, Dungarpur, Banswara Sirohi, Balotra,
Bammer, Jodhpur Metro, Karaylj, Chittorparh, Bhilwars,
Taiselmer, Churu, Dholpur. Sikar, Sawai, Madhopur, faipur
Dhstrict, Jodhpuor District, Taipiir Meiro 11

2T

Sikkim

MNamehi, Mangan, Gyalshing, Gangiok

25,

Tamil Nady and
Puducherry

| Magupattinam, Kanniyakumari, Tiruchirappalli, Thoothukndi,

Dhurmapuri, Pudukkottai, Tirunelveli, Them, “armakkal

Wiluppuram, Vellore, Salern, Chennai, Virudh unagar, Madurai,
['he Nilgiris, Thanjavur, Coimbatore, Karur, Cuddalore,
Ramanathapuram,  Tiruvanmamalai, Perambalur.  Frode,
Tiruvarur, Krishnagit, Dindigul, Puducherry, Sivagangai,
Arivalur, Kanchee puram, liruvallue, Tiruppur

]

Telanpana

Adilabad, I-lj.iﬂemhad_. I{ﬂ.rj.ﬁ:nugar, Khammam,
Mahabubnagar, Medal, Malgonds, Nizamabad, Ranygarcddy.
Warangal

Tripura

West Tripura, Morth Tri]frura: South Tripl.ma‘-Unakuti 'I'rlﬁrru,
Gomnati District, Sepahijala Tripura, Khowai Tripura, Trhalai
Trpura

| Utiar Pradesh

Allahahad, Bareilly, Gorakhpur, llardor, Chitrakoot, Megrat.
Bahraich, Ghaziabad, Fatehpur, Shravasti, Jaunpur. Pilibhic

Mainpuri, Ambedkar Nagar, Sitapur, Auraiya, Budaun, Kanpur |

Nagar, (rautam Buddha Mapar, Ballia. Bhadohi SR MNagar,
Lahtpur, Lucknow, Ftah, Muzaffamagar, Varanasi, Chazipur.

Firozabad, Apra, Etawah, Eushinagar, lyvotiba Phule Nagar, ;
Barabanki, Kaushamb, Mahoba Banda, Kanzhi Ram Nagar, |

Deorie, Mau, Aligarh, Axamparh. Baghpat, Bast, Bijnor,
Bulandshuhr, Faizabad, Gonda, Kanpur Dehat, Maharajganij,
Mathura, Moradabad, Raebareli, Rampur,  Saharanpur,

Shuhjahanpur, Siddhanhnagar. Sonbhadra, Sulianpur, Uteao, |

Farrukhabad, Hathraz, Jhansi, Balrampur, Mirzapur, Kannauj,
Jaluun, Samkabir Nagar, Hapur, Sambhal at Chandaws,
Chandsuli, Shamli

| Uttarakhand

Nainital, Paurt Garhwal, Tehri Garhwal, Udham Singh Nagar,

Debradun,  Uttarkashi,  Almora, Chamali,  Hardwar,

Champawat, Bapeshwar, Pithoragarh, Rudrapravap

Waest Bengal

Malda, Hoaghly, Calcutta, Talpmguri, Coochbehar, Paschim
Medinpur, Birbhum, Purba Medimipur, Purubiz, [lowrah,
Mueshidubad, South Dinajpur, North Twenty Four Farpanas,
Darjeeling, Purba Bardhaman, Bankura, South Twenty Four
Parganas, North Dinsjpur. Nadia, kalimpong, Paschim
Bardhaman, Jhargram
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
. c.r:P-'tt' PL"N
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE i
LLOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3568
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17.03.2021
Reservation in appointment of Supreme Court and High Court judges

3568, SHRI A K.P. CHINRAJ:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to siate:
a) whether the government proposes to bring constitutional amendment for
reservation in appointment of Supreme Court and High Court judges;

b)if so, the details thereol and if not, the reasons therefor;

¢) whether the representation made by the Government to collegium Ffor

proportional representation in appointment of Supreme and High Court
Judges have not been successful; and

d) if so, the details thereol and the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECANOLOGY
(SHR1 RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

{a) to {(d) Appointment ol Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts is
made under Articles 124 and 217 & 224 of the Constitution of India
respectively, which do not prowvide for reservation for any caste or ¢lass of
persons, At present there is no proposal to bring  constitutional amendment for
reservation in appointment of Supreme Courl and High Court Tudges.
However, the Government has been requesting the Chief Justices of the High

Courts that while sending proposals for appomiment of Judges, due
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consideration be given to suitable candidates belonging to Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, Minorities and Women to ensure |
social diversily in appointment of Judges in High Courts.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

EREEEE
fir1. 3 :| l.aﬁ'r}
LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.3601
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17" MARCH, 2021

Nyaya Mitra

3601, SHRI JASWANT SINGH BHABHOR:

SHREI VINAYAK RALT:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a)
(b)

()

(d)

(e)

the aims and objective of Nyaya Mitra yojana;

whether assistance is also provided to the poor communities through Nyayu
Mitra for redressal of disputes:

if 50, the details of measures being taken to provide immediate assistance to
the people of tribal areas in Gujarat,

the details of Nyaya Mitras proposed to be engaged in district courls of
haharashtra,

whether about 100 Nyaya Mitras have been engaged in various Dismict
Courts of the country: and

if s, the details thereol particularly Maharashtra?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW & JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS,
ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(STIR1 RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) & (b) Nyaya Mitra programine aims to facilitate expeditious disposal ol the

cases pending over 10 years in High Courls and Subordinate Courls

Y



{c) to ()

including civil cases such as matrimonial cases, accident claim cases

and criminal cases.

Since introduction of Nyaya Mitra prﬁgt:amﬂla in April 2017, a total of
20 Nyaya Mitras were engaged in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal,
Tripura, Rajasthan, Odisha including one Nyaya Mitra in Mumbal City
Civil Court of Maharashtra. No Nyaya Mitra has been engaged in the

state of Gujarat so far.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LOK SABHA Jued- T
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3638
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17" MARCH. 2021

Amending Contempt of Courts Act
3638. Shri RAVIKUMAR D.

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

{a) whether the Government has any plan to amend Contempt of Courts
Act, 1971 to curtail the contempt power of the judiciary and if so, the
details thereof;

(b} the details of contempt of court cases pending for the last five years,
State-wise: and

{c) the details of contempt of court cases punished in Supreme Court
during the last five years?

ANSWER

MINISTER FOR LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFCRMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) & (b): There is no proposal under consideration of the Government to
amend Contempt of Courts Act, 1971. The Government does not maintain

state-wise details of contempt of court cases.

il
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(¢} As per information received from the Eu;ﬁ?eme Court of India, detaiis
regarding punishment for contempt of Court is not maintained by them.
However, the number of contempt of Court Cases instituted and disposed of

in the last five years is as under:

Year | No. of Contempt Cases No. of Contemnpt Cases
| instituted disposed
20186 342 393
| 2017 375 301 i
2018 363 397
| 2018 421 _ 424
2020 204 D
BT = | B
{upto
11.03.2021) -
-0-
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~ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

~ ™
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 13644
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 17 MARCH, 2021

Establishment of Court in Rajasthan

T3644. SHRI KANAKNMAL KATARA:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) the number of courts proposed to be set up by the Government in view of
shortage of courts in Rajasthan,

(b) whether there is any proposal to set up courts also in Bansara-Dungarpur
in Rajasthan;

(c) whether funds have been released by the Government for this purpose;
and

(d) the steps being taken by the Government to ensure timely justice to the
people of the State?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
{SHRI RAVI SHANKAR FRASATD)

(a) to{c): It is the primary responsibility of the Swate Governments to sct up

Courts and to provide Judicial Infrastructure / Court Rooms for District /
Subordinate Courts. The Union Government has been implementing a Centrally
Spongored Scheme (C88) for Development of Infrastructure Facilities for Judiciary

by providing financial assistance to State Governments / UTs in the prescribed
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fund sharing pattern between Centre and States. The Scheme s being
implemented since 1993-94, It covers the u:mslruclic-q of court halls and court
complexes and residential accommodations for Judicial Officers of District and
Subordinate Judiciary. Till 10.03.2021, Rs. 8295 crore have been released since
the inception of the Scheme in 1993-94, Out of this, Rs, 286.62 crore has been
released to the State Government of Rajasthan, 1250 court halls have been made
available tor Judicial (Hficers of District and Subordinate Courts under this scheme
as on 28.02.2021. In addition, 217 court halls are under construction. The vear-
wige funds released to the State Government of Rajasthan under the Scheme is at
Armnexure. As per information received from State Government of Rajasthan, there
15 no such proposal to set up courts in Bansara-Dungarpur in Rajasthan.
(d): Disposal of cases in courts is within the domain of the judiciary, Timely
disposal of cases in courts depends on several factors which, inter-alia, include
availability of adequate number of judges, supporting court staff and physical
infrastructure, complexity of facts involved, nature of evidence, co-operation of
stake holders viz. bar, investigation agencies, wilnesses and litigants and proper
application of rules and procedures. Government has no role in disposal of cases in
courts. No time frame has been prescribed for disposal of various kinds of cases by
the respective courls.

The Government is, however, fully committed 1o speedy disposal of cases,
The Government has taken several initiatives to provide an ceasvstemn for faster
disposal of cases by the judiciary, The National Mission for Justice Delivery and

Legal Reforms established by the Government has adopted a coordinated approach
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for phased liquidation of arrears and pendency in judicial administration through

Vanous strategic initiatives, including improving infrastructure for courts

leveraging Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for better justice

defivery, and filling up of vacant positions of Judges in High Courts and Supreme

Court,

The major steps taken during the last six years in the country including

Rajasthan under various initiatives are as follows:

{1}

(i)

Improving infrastructure for Judicial Officers of District and Subordinate

Courts: As on date, Rs. 8,295crores have been released since the meeption of
the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CS88) for Development of Infrastructure
Facilities for Judiciary in 1993-94, The number of court halls has increased
from 15818 as on 30062014 to 20,075 as on 28.02.202] and number of
residential units has increased from 10,211 as on 30062014 to 17,738 as on
28.02.2021 under this scheme. In addition, 2,463 court halls and [,B61
residential units are under construction. As far as the State of Rajasthan iy
concemed, 1250 court halls and 1016 residential units are available in the State
as on 28022021, In additon, 217 court halls and 146 residential units are
under construction.

Leveraging Information and Communication Technology (ICT} for improved

justice delivery: Government has been implementing the e-Courts Mission
Mode Project throughout the country for Information and Communication

Technology ensblement of district and subordinate courts. Number of
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computerized District & Subordinate courts has increased from 13,672 (in
2014) to 18,735 as on 22.02.202], registering an mcrease of 5,063, New and
user-friendly version of Case Information Huﬁwar; has been developed and
deployed at all the computerized District and Subordmate Courts. All
stakeholders including Judicial Officers can access information relating 1o
judicial proceedings/decisions of computerized District & Subordinate Courts
and High Courts on the National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG). As on 03.03.2021,
litigants can access case status of over 18.28 crore cases and 13.88 crore
order/judzements pertaining to these courts. eCourts services such as details of
case registration, cause list, case stotus, daily orders & final judgments are
available to litigants and advocates through eCourts web portal, Judicial Service
Centres (JSC) in all computerized courts, eCourts Mobile App, email service,
SMS push & pull services, Video Conferencing f[acility has been enabled
between 3240 court complexes and 1272 corresponding jails. With a view to
handle the COVID- 19 challenges better and to make the transition to virtual
hearings smoother, funds have been provided for setting up 235 e-SewaKendras
at court complexes to facilitate lawyers and litigants needing assistance ranging
from case status, getting judgementsforders, court/case related information and
eliling facilities. Nine Virtual Courts have been set up at Delhi (2 courts),
Faridabad (Haryana), Pune & Nagpur (Maharashtra) Kochi (Kerala), Chennai
(Tamil Nadu), Guwahati (Assam) and Bengaluru (Kamataka) 1o try traffic

offences. As on 20.01.2021, these courts have handled 41,98 095 cases and

realised Rs.139.25¢r in fines.
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(iii)

In the State of Rajasthan, 1240 courts housed in 247 court complexes have been
computerized under eCourts Project Phase-11, So far in Phase-II, an amount of
Rs. 67.80 crore has been released to th.e High f‘nurt of Rajasthan. Currently,
litigants of Rajasthan can access online case status information through NJDG
in respect of over 73.97 lakh pending and decided cases and more than 8.57
lakh ordersfjudgements of district & subordinate courts of the State. Video
conferencing facility has been provided in 23% court complexes and 93
eorresponding jails in the State of Rajasthan under eCourts project.

Filling up of vacant positions in Supreme Court, High Courts and District and

Subordinate Courts: From 01.05.2014 to 01.03.2021, 35 Judges were appointed
in Supreme Court. 576 new Judges were appointed and 524 Additional Judges
were made permanent in the High Courts. Sanctioned strength ol Judges of
High Courts has been increased from 906 m May, 2014 to 1080 currently. As
far as the position of Judges in High Court of Rajasthan is concerned, there are
23 Judges working against sanctioned strength of 50 Judges in the Rajasthan
High Court as on 15.3.2021. Sanctioned and working strength of Judicial

Officers in District and Subordinate Courts has increased as follows:

| As on | Sanctioned féirzng'th 5 W'urlcing StreuEih
| 31122013 il 19,518 ] 15,115
| 04032021 | 24283 | 19,295

There were 1292 Judges/Judicial Officer working against the Sanctioned
Strength of 1489 Judges/Judicial Officers in District and Subordinate Courls in

the State of Rajasthan as on 28.02.2021,



{iv}

{wi)

Filling up of vacancies in $ubordinate judiciary falls within the domain of the . .

State (Governments and High Courts concemed.

Reduction in Pendency through / follow up by Arrears Committees: In

pursuance of resolution passed in Chief Justices’ Conference held n April.
2015, Arrears Committees have been set up in High Courts to clear cases
pending for more than five years. Arrears Committees have been set up under
District Judges too. Arrears Committee has been constituted in the Supreme
Court to formulate steps to reduce pendency of cases in High Courts and
Dastrict Courts including Rajasthan.

Further Communications have been addressed by Minister of Law &
Justice to Chief Justices of [ligh Courts and to Chief Ministers on 20.06.2014
and 14.08.2018 drawing their attention to cases pending for more than five
years and to take up pendency reduction campaign.

Emphasis on Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR): Commercial Courts Act,

2015 (as amended on 20™ August, 2018) stipulates mandatory pre-institution
mediation and settlement of commercial disputes. Amendment to the
Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 has been made by the Arbitration and
Conciliation (Amendment} Act 2015 for expediting the speedy resolution of
disputes by prescribing timelines.

Initiatives to Fast Track Special Tvpe of Cases: The Fourteenth Finance

Commission endorsed the proposal of the Government to strengthen the judicial
system in Stales which included, inter-alia, establishing Fast Track Courts for

cases of heinous crimes; cases involving senior citizens, women, children etc..

L 3
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(i)

and urged the State Governments to use the additional fiscal space provided in
the form of enhanced tax devolution from 32% to 42% to meet such
requirements. As on 31.01.2021, 894 Fast Tra::I; Courts (FTC) are functional
for heinous crimes, crimes against women and children. Further, Government
has approved a scheme for setting up 1023 Fast Track Special Courts (FT5Cs)
across the country for expeditious disposal of pending cases of Rape under IPC
and crimes under POCSO Act. As on date, 28 States/UTs have joined the
scheme for setting up of 842 FTSCs including 363 ‘exclusive POCSO Courts’
Presently 616 FTSCs are functional including 330 exclusive POCS0 Courts,
which disposed 39653 cases ag on 31.01.2021. In the State of Rajasthan, 45

FT5Cs including 26 exclusive POCSO Courts are functional, which disposed

| 1703 cases as on 31.01.2021.

In addition, to reduce pendency and unclogging of the courts the Government
has recently amended wvarious laws like the Negotiable Instruments
(Amendment) Act, 2018, the Commercial Courts (Amendment) Act, 2018, the
Specific Relief {Amendment) Act, 2018, the Arbitration and Conciliation

({ Amendment) Act, 2019 and the Criminal Laws (Amendment) Act, 2018,

o o oo o o o e o
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NNCIure

Referred to in Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 13644 for Reply
on 17.03.2021

Year ' Fund released to the State Government of
Rajasthan (In Rs. cr.)
1993-94 B 1.39
1994-95 2.7
1995-96 § 2.65 |
1996-97 2.43
1997-98 2.93
1998-99 B 2.36 !
1999-2000 2.49
2000-01 341
| 2001-02 3.29
2{M02-03 1.96
! 2003-04 3.00
2004-05 - . (.00
2005-06 0.00
2006-07 (1L.00
2007-08 (L0
2008-09 12.57
2008-10 (.00
2010-11 (.70
2011-12 ) : 17T
2012-13 10.42
2013-14 | 0.00
201415 | 0.00 |
g 2015-16 ~ a0.00
. M16-17 43.74
2017-18 17.34
2018-19 17.41 |
2019-20 . 64.21 |
2020-21 - 29.90
Total 286.63 |
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE M

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO, 4649 ,
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 24™ MARCH, 2021

PENDING CASES IN GUJARAT HIGH COURT
+4649. SHRIMATI POONAMBEN MAADAM:
Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to siate:

{a) the number of cases pending in Gujarat High Court along with the
number of cases pending for the kast ten years;
(b) the number of the posts of judges lying vacant in Gujarat High Court at

present along with the time since when these posts are lying vacant; and
{c) the steps taken by the Government to fill the said vacancies?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

{a): As per the information available on the National Judicial Data Grid (NIDG),
1,47,763 cases are pending in the Gujarat High Court, out of which 17,417 cases
are pending for ten years of more, as on 15.03.2021.

(b): The sanctioned and working strength of Judges in the Gujarat High Court is
52 and 30 respectively as on 18.03.2021. The details of vacancies since 01.12.2018

is as follows:- |

(AsonDate |  Sanctioned Strength | Working Strength | Wacamey |
01.12.2018 | 52 3 29 - PN
T0l.12.219 32 28 X TR
01.12.2020 T 82 30 ; &=
l_la'.'ua-zrrzt' | 52 1] B T/ | T 22 o

At present no proposal has been received from Cujarat High Cowt
Collegium for appoiniment af Judges of Gujarat High Court.
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(¢): The appointment of Judges of the High Court is done under Article 217 and
224 of the Constibmtion respectively. As per procedure prescribed in the
Memorandum of Procedure (MoF) for appointment of Judges in the Higher
Judiciary, prepared in 1998 pursuant to the Supreme Court Judgement of October
6, 1993 (Second Judpes case) read with their Advisory Opinidn of October 28,
1998 (Third Judges case), the initiation of appointment of Judge of the High Court
vests with the Chief Justice of the High Court concemned. Filling up of vacancies in
the High Courts is a continuous, intégrated and collaborative process between the
Executive and the Judiciary. It requires consultation and approval from varions
Constitutional Autherities both at State and Centre level. While every effort 15
made to fill up the existing vacancies expeditiously, vacancies of Judges in High
Courts do keep on arising on account of retirement, resignation or elevation of
Judges and also the increase in the strength of Judges.

HEE R
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE) wa

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 4675
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 24" March, 2021

e-Court Project

4675. SHRI P.V. MIDHUN REDDY:
SHRI MAGUNTA SREENIVASULU REDDY:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a} whether the Government has completed the Phase | of the
E-Courts project and has approved the Phase 2 project; and

(b) 1f a0, the dewsiled thereof 7

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS
AND ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)
{a) & (b): The Government is implementing the 'e-Courts Mission Mode
Project for Information and Communication Technology enablement of
district and subordinate courts across the country in association with the
eCommittee of Supreme Court of India. The eCourts Mission Mode Project
Phase-I was implemented during 201 1- 2015 with a total expenditure of Rs.
639.41 crore.
The eCourts Mission Mode Project Phase-1I has commenced since
2013 for a period of four years (2015-19) or until the project is completed,
whichever is later. 8¢ far 18,735 District and Subordinste Courts have been
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computerized. Out of 2992 courl complexes Wide Area Network
conmectivity has been provided to 2940 cowt complexcs. Agamst the
financial outlay of Re, 1670 crores for eCourts Phase-I1, the Government has
so far released a sum of Rs. 1548.13 crore for implementation of the eCourt
project. Some of the other salient achievements under eCourts Project Phase
{I include the introduction of Case Information Software using Free and
Open Source Software to automate the entire process of Court registry, This
has led to the *Mational Judicial Data Grid® (NID{7), which provides status
of 18.28 crore pending/disposed cases and 13 88 crore ordersfjudgments of
Subordinate Courts and High Courts (as on 3 March 2021). Open
Application Programming Interface {APIs) has been recently introduced to
allow Central and State Governments and institutional litipants to access
NITHG data for pendency monitoring, Seven platforms have been created for
disseminating real time information on case status, cause list, judgements
ete. to lawvers and litigants viz. a multilingual and disabled-friendly eCourts
Portal, eCourts Mobile App and JustIS App (or judges, Automated emails,
SMS Push and Pull Service, Judicial Service Centers and Information
Kiogks,

The Sapreme Court of India emerged as a global leader with more than
59309 virtual hearings (as on 15th February 2021} The High Courts
{27,58,560 hearings) and Subordinate Courls (54,46,876 hearings) have
conducted more than $2.05 lakh virtual hearings till 28" February 2021
Funds for 2506 VC cabins and VC equipment for 14,443 court rooms have
also been released. In a first of its kind, 11 Virtual courts have been set up
in 9 States which tried 55.44 jakh traffic offences including online
realization of Rs. 150 crore as fines. Expanding the scope of Virtual Cours,
Delhn High Cowrt has recently started 34 Digital Courts to deal exclusively

with cheque bounce cases under Section 138 NI Act. eFiling system has
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been tolled out for the electronic filing of legal papers. For making the
payment process easy amd transparent, online pa-j.fmant of court fees, fines,
penalties and judicial deposits has been enabled. Electronic processing and
serving of summons has been introduced through National Service and
Tracking of Electronic Processes (NSTEF). Te mitigate the hendicaps
caused by dipital divide, 235 e-SewaKendras or e-Resource Centre have also
been funded.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE p,i 5 _;r/ I _H/Ifﬂ

DEFPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LS o

LOE SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4804
TO BE ANSWERED OM WEDNESDAY, THE 24™ MARCH. 2021
Mational Lagal Service Day

4801. SHRI C.N. ANNADLIRA|:
SHRI DHANLUSH M. KUMAR:
SHRI GAJANAN KIRTIKAR:
SHRI ARVIND GANPAT SAWANT:
SHRI GAUTHAM SIGAMANI PON:

Wil the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

la} whether the Government observed National Legal Service Day in the country
recantly;

ib} If so, the details thersof along with the steps taken to achieve the aims and
objectives of the event along with the details of programmes organized by the
Government o mark this occasion

{c) the norms and guidelines of the legal assistance system for providing free
lagal ald to the poor and weaker sections of the society and steps taken to
open new legal aid clinics especially in Tamil Nadu; and

(o} whether the Government has assessed and wvaluated the implementation of
legal aid programmae for the poor and if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW & JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTROMNICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
{SHR] RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) and (b} National Legal Services Day is observed every yaar on 9" November to
commemorate the commencement of Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987
which carme into force an 8™ November, 1885 On National Legal Services Day,
regal awareness camps am held by State Legal Services Authoribes across the
country to apprise people about the availability of free legal aid. At the national

el commendation ceremony is generally held - for acknowledging and
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awarding exemplary work dana in .I&gal aid by Para Legal Volunesrs/District
Legal Services Authorities/Panel lawyers and State Legal Services Authorities,
Due o ongoing pandemic commendation caremany could net be held ts
year, However, 10516 legal awareness programmes were held across the

sountry in November, 2020 which were attended by & 29 826 citizens.

{c) Persons covered under Section 12 [a) to (g) of the Legal Services Authorities
Act [LSA), 1987 are eligible to get free legal sarvices irespective of income
ceiling which include a member of a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribes, a
victim of trafficking in human beings or heggar, a woman or a child, a person
with disability. & person under crcumstances of undeserved want such &
being a victim of a mass disaster, athnic viclence, caste atrocity, flood, drought,
garthgquake or industrial disaster or an industrial workran or in custody. For
parsons, not covered under Section 12 {a) to (g) of the LA Act, the annual
neome limit for getting free legal aid is preacribed by the Central Govamment if
the casa is before the Supreme Court and by the State Government i the caze

is pefore the court other than the Supreme Caurt

The Hatianal Lagal Sarvices Autharity [(Legal Services Clinics)
Fegulations, 2011 provide for establishment of legal services in jails, courts,
Juvenile Justica Board (JJBg), community centres and other piaces,
schoolsicolleges/universities, villagesirural areas or for a cluster of villages. As
on 31.01.2021, 13540 Legal Services Clinics are funclioning in the country

including 834 in Tamil Madu.

id) Three Evaluaton and Impaci-assessment studies by thind party agencies have

been taken up covering the following aspects -




(1)

fii)

{1l

r

Evaluation and i;Tpact_ assassment of practice and procedure of
empanelment, capacity building, engagement and management of
Lawyers empanelied with Lagal anims...-i".uﬂwritim_

Evaluation of legal aid pruvidﬂ:fi in ¢ivil and criminal matters in courts,
h'mlm_'lals, quasi-judicial body & jalls.

Evaluation & impact assessment of Para Legal Volunteers (PLVs).
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4508

TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY, THE 24" MARCH, 2021

Fast Track Courts

+4808. SHR1 LALLU SINGH:
Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(2) whether the Government proposes to form a fast track court to provide justice
to the underirial prisoners in various jails of the country and if so, the details

thereof;
(biwhether the Government has received any suggestions/proposals in this regard:
{c)if 50, the details thereof; and
(d}the details of the action being taken by the Government in this regard?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATHINS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)
{a to d): There is no such proposal belore the Governmenl. Setting up of Fast
Track Courts (FTCs) and their functioning fall within the domain ol the respective
State Governments in consultation with the High Courts. However, the 14%

Finance Commission had endorsed the proposal of Lnion of India for setting up of
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1800 FTCs during 2015-2020 for dealing with specifie cases of heinous nature,
civil cases related to women, children, senior citizens, other vulnerable sections of
society and property related cases pending for more than 5 years. The Commission
had urged State fimr.ﬁrnments to utilize enhanced fiscal space available through tax
devalution (32% to 42%) for this purpose. As per information made available by

High Courts, there are 894 afore-mentioned functional FTCs in the country.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA .
MINISTRY OF LAW AMD JUSTICE m I:
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4828
TO BE ANSWERED ON WEDNESDAY. THE 24" MARCH, 2021
Use of Local Language in High Court
+4828. ShrimatiPoonambenMaadam
Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has permitted the use of local language as
the language of proceedings in Gujarat High Court and District Courts;

(b} if so, the details thareof, and

(e} if not, the reasons therefor and the reaction of the Government

thereto”
ANSWER

MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE, COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

[SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD)

(a) to (c): As regards language of proceedings in the High Courts, Clauss {2}
of the Article 348 of the Constitution states that notwithstanding anything in
sub-clause (a) of clause (1), the Governor of a State may, with the previous
consent of the President, authorize the use of the Hindi Language, or any
other language used for any official purposes of the State, in proceedings in
the High Court having 0ts principal seat in that State. The Cabinet
Committee's decision dated 21 05,1965 has stipulated that consant of the
Hon'ble Chief Justice of India be obtained on any proposal relating to Use of
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a language other than English in the High Court. Mo such proposal is before
the Government in respect of Gujarat High Cnu.rt.

Under Article 235 of the Caonstitution of India, the administrative control
aver the district and subordinate judiciary In the States vest with the
concerned High Court. As regards, use of Hindi or regional language in
lower courts, it is decided by the High Court and Staie Gavernment

concemead in consultation with each other.

ki
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