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, (Legislath'e De.pattulePo ..

. New D~thi,;tii~:14th.Septem,ber.l98'4I~hilrlra 23~190.6 (Saka)
l'he followfug :Act of. parliaIllent received the af3sentof the P~.esident,

on the 14th Sept~mber, 1984, and is: ~el'eby published for ,general iDforma-
tion~-' '. .,..'.::.:."'&

THE FA1Yl1LYCOURTS'ACT, 1984
NO. 66 OF 1984' .

, Il.4:t~$eptember1 ,1984.]
An 'Act' to provide fo:rthe establiShment of Famlly 'Ol'fttts' with a.
- view to promote 'c()noiUatloP: in, and secure $peedy.settlement
. of, disputes relating to marriage. arid family a;ffairs and for
. matters connected therewi~h.· .
BE it 'enacted by Parli~~ent in the Thirty-fifth ~:ea:r,or'the RepUblic

'of India ~<;. follbW'S:- .
CHAPTER 1
P'REI.tMINARY

1. (1) ~his Act, may be called the Family Courts Act; 1984. Sbort

,(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of.Jammu and ~!~nt
~a!i1unir. and com-

(3) It shafl comeInto farce on such date as th~ t~t.r:;al Government mencement•
rn~. by notification in the Offi9i~ Gaz.ette, appoint, and atiferent dates,
may be, app~io,ted for diffe:reni States.' "

2. In this Ac~, tmle5S the c:ot;'1text otherwise requires.-- [)c:(iui·
. «(I.) "Judge" means the Judge Qr, as the case may be, the 1?rin- nOM.

cip::ll Jt~dgeJAdrHtional Principal Jt,ldg'e or other Judge of a Family
Court; .

( t )

'.. , .
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.pi~~grpi(;ri:idg~:.tria},,' Jbrit:'fiftie ".~niake:.
?~r~I(gellle:l:lis''~;h~. ~'ay Idee,til?'ft£' fo~:Itll~,~it1l:rib\l:~6h,~~..the ;

'among *e' various ,Judges ·thereof;.~i:"'~:I"
i., . "< ~__ . _ _ ..' - - :-. , •. -. ,(

(d) the' AQcUt1Qhal P:l:ip,cipal Juqge may exercise the,' powers of
.iM'~ Principal Judge in the .event .p,f,anY'vactUl~y:;,m,f;b.e'offi,ce'of:the
'. 'Principal Judge"or 'when the, PIiinCipal J'Lldge is u.nabl¢,:to (iischarg.

his functions ,owing to absence; illness' or:any other, qause,":
~ , • • • '< _' ~.

,Ha),~ p~:is6ti:sbalJnot!;ie qua~. foi' appOintIneht u;a Judge tmless"
. '~-;. ;,-'-~ ", ~ ..

he~' ',{ " ' " . ,
" ',_ _ _. ". _ .' __ • ;:-" .. '. ", .,' '1 _, . _, _ .., ;(0.). has for at leas~ si!v:en·;vear;sheld a judicialofiice, ill Ixuua or ,
the' 9I1l.ce:ci' a ~ezitbe'r':,of ~'..~tb~m~ or ~ny,posf ~na~r'til.e'~nlon 'or,
11$tat~requiring' spec~atknowledge of laW.; or .' '

-,
"

.- . . . .
' .... "".. v.....,~.-#.".•·-""',
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6. J1)" The' State Governmen:t sha~, ih ·¢onsultatioh with the High Counsel

Court. d~~rroine tll,e )~:l.,lmbe,t'"and categories .of cOUnsellQrs,officers 'i!nd l::~ets', .
other ',employees required to ~ssist a Family Court in the discharge 'ot and other
its 'functions and provide the F~ily. Court with such, counsellors..offi·
ceri; alufother employees' as it may iliink ,ill. .

I
(2) The· te.rms iilD-d conditions' bJ a~ociation; of the; co:tin~euors and' . Family

'the ~t'JJl$' a~4collditions qf,'servic~ of t~eQfti¢ers aI?4 other eplploye,es,, Courts.
'referred to in sub-section (lL shall be such as may be spe~Uied by rules· .,
made' by the S~1.ateGoveromen!. " ":'.

'CHAPTER ill
JWUSOl'C'XI,ON

7. (1) Subject' to the other proviSions of thf~ .Act,' a F31I1nyCourt Jl.U'b-
s~an~ • diction.

stc, 1] THE GAZETTE OF .INDIA. ~'l'RAbnDINAR;Y
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(b) has for at least seven years bee·n-an ,advocate of a Hi.gh
Court or of. two or more such Courts tn succession; or
': ,(c) possesses, SUch ()ther qu~iificatiQns' as the Ce,nttal Govern
ment .,maY; with the conc~rreIlice of the Chief Justice of 'Indial
prescribe: .
(4) In' selecting persons ..for. appointme,nt as'Judges,~'
" ' ' -":
.,.•',;(a), ev:~r:Y'.~ncleavo'?-t,~~ be m.a~e t,b~ens"lI::e~.~at f'ersQns ~om~

mi~d to the need to protect and preserve t~l:tfinstitution\ c£ marriage, '
$lid, ~Q'promote the we1far,e of childte~ and qualified ~by;r~son; of
tlleit' experiel;ie'e anit .eXpertise to promote the settleIP.,eD.t,Qf; disputes, ,
by co~clUat.ion,aAd couru;ell,ing' ate, sereeted; and ' '
, , (~}~'l~~~fer~~c~:$hai~~'~;e~tQ::w~xnet?; .:,.,:~. ':"~"'" ,,"-,..,

, " " .. A " ~ ~ •••

(5) No person 'Shan be appointed as. or hold the office of; a Judge of
a '~"rniJyqpui"t after ~e has attained the age of sixty-~wo yeats.
': (6)' roe 'sal~ryy.'or,~onor~rium.~d otheF~aiIQW'~~es'Pa~bl~' to, and
the othet terms an(fconditio~J; Q~' service of. a Jud~e sblill be suchas th~
St~t~:G9;,~rhment:~may: in consultatio,n with the"Hlgh Co~rl! ptescrlbe,
., .s~'Th~'8~~te:"Go~;rn~ent'~a:i, in con~ultation ,With 'the High Court..
provide~'by ,rul~s.'for the, association). 'in such mam.!er:,imd,for sUch,pur
POs~' and subject to" .such conditlQ'QS as may be specified 'in;'etr' rules,
with ~'F~ly'Court of;";;' ',. >,' " ,'", ~'. .

engaged' ,~ sO:ctal welfare or. . til) institutions' or . o.r~anisatip~$
,: the TeP1!es,ent;1tives there,of;

, .. ... .

. ,(b) ..persons pro.fessionally
.Q:f' the family;

\, '

eng~ged 'hi proIllotiIlg'the welfare
, '

. (c) pltsons workin~ in tb~ ,~~ld f?f soc~,al,!e1fa~e;~~d
. 60 ~my other person whose ..a,ssociation v,vitl:l. ;1 'Faintly Court

woul~ien.bte -it..to exercise its, jurisdiction, more ~ectively in' accord
.ance with the. purp,oses of tliis Act

"

. ~a) have and exercis~ all the jur:isdiction exercisable 'by any'
dlSt:lct court or any subordinate civil court under any law for the
time b~i:ng in force in re.spect of., suits and. proceedings pf. the nature
:refette&~o~!rithe ~rpla1!at~~; '4Jld . .. . ."

,/

3

Assoeia
tionof
IO,clal :
welfare
~icncics,
·pte

em
ployees
of



9

. •... " .. no sl1ttU.:iiLretatio,ni'o"such
',J::i~~',~!lr!@~ioll;pi:PQ,wets').tnderCbapbir, IX' ,

Proced~re, 1973; . . " .'

(c) every suit or progeerling of,tbe nature refen:e<f .,ter in the
'-'~".~-.'-"" --, ,..-- -, ,~"E;VP~1i4~i6n ,to su;b-~ecjiQn ell of ~~ctio~ '7 and:' e've~. proceediitg

undef'C,hapter IX oj the Code' of Crimiruil 'ProceQhre; .i,97a._:. '.-

2 of 197•.

. . ~ '.",'-.'m. /which :is pe.nding fmm,edia£ely. ,!)efore' the establishment
: ;oi'$Uc~ Fam~ly Court before ahy' district court' or sul)otdinate

,,' , 'CQurt referred- ttl ,in th;lt sub-secti()n .ox, :as: the cas!~may 'be, ~ ,
'fore' alfty Inagi$trate 1;1nder tbe' ~aid .Code;. and ,,_ ,1A' ',.. 'r'
> ,;¥' . ~. • > .- -'~,.. ." ~ •

:f·"··.···'.·.···'··'·

.!

" .~

j
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(ii) \vhicil -would have been required, to be insti.tu~d or,
taken: beiore or· by such Fa-nIily COl.U't if, l;>efore the date on
which such suit or procee_ding.was. instituted, or taken; thi~ Act

. ,,, "had come into force .and such Family Court had peen established,.
"~!lll stanl;i<:tI1snsf!,!p"ed,to suph. Family CoUrt on the date on which
it 'is established,

I'

..,
//t:':"!'.

•• ,CH.APTER IV ,>.-:

" .
•»: ,!. ',";. +

t·· .

~
\

l,
I

'j ~~- J :,? .

":, "~~:"'(11::ni'~veiysuit"o:pro,ceeciingJ'~~deavour's~ be :made'l,l~"the Duty,?f"
.' ,~~.~y:(~u.tt,!nih~'first instan,ce"~~t:re~jt'is: ~~ible t9.4.Q,.so consiStent =Y.
..' , W:~1P:]~P~~~a~~e'an~:.?~~,:~ta~ces, of' ~e ,~a~e;:,~o,~~ '~~. pe~~a~e ,to mate

·tl).,.;;p~ties'.in ·a~rivmg.·at, a se~t1e:rnent·m'~I:eSl).ect-~t·~~~e".;.s1,l;bJ~r.na~ter~.etr~
, "'~.' th~ 'smt ()J:'" proceeding and f,or' this purpos,e' a Fa:urlly Co~ may" su~- for settle
j'~ct~to,~y,~t!s made llY th~ 51gb Court, follow such procedure 8$ .It !Dent.
"rifii~dieni fit.,' 2 ">'; '::' \ ' .. ; . ,,'.' .. , . " . ::' ".';:': ~:.

, ',: .(2) r{ in. ~!lY sUi,t'or 'proceeding., ~t Jhy 'sta~,.'it :~ppe~~s't~fih~..
'F~ti Com:~ ·that',thei;'e i.~ a reasofi~ble{possibility, of a se!t1eroe~t..bet.
:W~n"'.the;}l?arties,:,tlle FarpHy COUft ~y" ~~j,o'urn tb"ep~eedip.gs 'for such
. ~.ac,l: a~, it thinkc;, :fit ~o enable; ·a~tempb;fa be made· t~.~~ sUch ,a
:settl.~ment, .... . . , . ., ~...,.~.. ,._ . .' .. "::-i,.: ~> •• ,:' ', ... ,,' ;)~. __ ',. _ .•••• _. ,'~ .... ,_ ,,:-,. '"'_" ~.'c ' _ '. 'y

. '. (~)"The P9W,'~t,c,onferred, by SUi~:-'S~cttp~'(2) shalrbe.in. addition to,
and ~ot in dei:'ogatlo~ o-f, any ot~er pow~r of ,t'!leFimiIy Court to ad-
journ the proceedings. " , ' :,'

'; - ,'v" ..~,:; ··;·r'::<; .', " ;~';':; ": . " • ,7 . .". /., ',.... • ..
1<t:..~.:)J:O;,(1). Subj~ct ~9 ~he ot~er ,provisions-of.w,s ~ct and the rules, the Procedure.
proVisions of the Code 'ot CiVil:Pto.e~dul.'e, 1908 .and·01 apy oth~l.' law for ,cnerally.
,the time being ,in force sha~l. apply to the suits and proceedings (other
. than the 'p'toceed~ngs"under Chapter IX of the Cdde of Criminal Proce-

. ,'2ot,197;~, .,. 'du:e~'~9'l3~ b~ore a Family' Court:~d iQr;the,iul'pOses of the said pro-
xi$ions;.of the Code. a Family C;::OUl'tshall be dee,med to be a civil court
an'ct'shall have all the powers! 'of' '$uch court." . ", '

i'.~l.\ .~'~..., •.; ...; .,~:', ~. _! " _ ;,.'" ";,,, ',. 4<', ~,' '.'...J~)Subj~ct to the ot'het"provisi9ns of ~htsAct ana the" ru1ei~ ·the "
pl:Rvis~ons of. the Cot{e of Criminal Procedure,..1973 or the. rules .made

'! ,,': .~,~~~unde1,shall apply 'to. the~prpceedings :1inder'Chapter, IX of ~t
Code before a Family COtl1't~" .. . ' . ' ," .

',.;·t'".J3~•.p'0~ulg.in su~-sectidn (1) or,su1>-sec!ion (2) shallprevent a
FamtIy Court fr.om laylng down its o.wn procedure'With a' View to ·arrive

. a.t a settlEml:ent in respect of th~ ,subject-mat~er ~i-,~~s~~ or proceediil'gs
or ~t the tru,th of the facts aUeged by the one Party and denied bi the
oth(lr. ". .

a of 1908.
,
I
\.
I

2 of 1974.

.~. In every suit. ~r proceedi~~ to :wbic~ t~ A~ applies, the pro- Proceed
cee~~ng~'m~y ?e held ~n camera' if' the Fi:uXlily Court so de'Sires and shall i:op to be
be '$0 held If el~her. party s,o 'desires, ' helcUnCIl1MTB:

".12,..In ,every s~tit or proceedings, it s~aU be open ~ ..a Fa~i1Y Court AssistaDce
to, secure the serVIces or a medical. expert Or. such person (prefe:rablv of medical
a woman where available), whether related to the parties or not includ. MIdwelfare
itt]l ,a .person. prQressionaUy engaged in prom.otin:g the welfare' of the experts.
famlly ~s t~e Cour.tmay th,illk ~t, fer the purposes of assisting the Family
Court m dl~charglIlg.the functIons imposed by this .A~t.
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'.·.'·\P~~'_~: 1~. (1) S'ave ~s"providedin stib~section (2)'''''~d ::~~t;'ithstanding.
~~~g, ;~~;~;I1~~:i,~~e'S~~ei~f.P\~l ~~,cedu,~, l~l~r:~..~e"Gpd~:,()f

't';, Crimlilal<Pr.ocedUrej"19.73' or 111any other law,: an :appeal shall lie' frf)m
": : .; '" '.. every" }udgmenf. or order,' n.o~being an, il1terlocutory oI-det,' of a~"'FamUy
'. _.?1~r~~~~~;~l.!~~.~~~:~.~.o~~:on_ta~ts~~ ~!tla~ .•_ ." ,',' .:",' ',' ',:,

.:,:;',.(~J'<J.ijo a;~8t-~h:al{li~ fro~',a decreeor'order p~~~,bf. t!t~':r;unilr
Court with lne consent of~the 'parUl,es, '.'. "',,, -, .', " ,.:; ., ;"

" ~ ~.ht ,~ 4. ~'.. ~... :t
if. ". ,-So .. _ ~ '.,,'

", _,. ~

..s '!)f 1908.:
1of 1974,

,
II
f;
•
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«, (3), Every ap~ under this section shan be preferred withi'n· a' period
of thiI1:y days from the date ot the judgment or OIcU:r of a Family Co~
. ' (4)' E'xcept as aforesalo,.~ '8;ppeal or reJiision shall' u.e to any' court

, from any ju.'a.iment. oFder 01' decree of a Falllily CoUrt.
: (5) AD. appeal preferred. under su~section (2) '·sIilill be l?-e~d by 'a

Bench consi..Stfui of two or :nore Judies. . ".'" , "",_,

i

i
I

\~ ,-:
···.CH~~VI

'.!', ~£;i;.I.A,.'"BO(]S
, . '. ~. '

. .' 29. 'l~ prQvisions of~ Act 'shaU:,hav~'¢if~ct ~twl~t.aiidiIig any
th1Dg:'iIlcoIUristent .the~ewith ce>D.taw.edili any 'otli~law '(or the··mp.e ~
in trmcipr' iii :any in$tr~fhavmg·eftect-l$Y'~VirtUff'~9f·~·m1~1~W:'Q;ther,

:.. ~ this Mt. . " ..' ... • ~...... ",,,' -~"i~.j

n <1): 'l'he'High Court xnay, by ~otification ~ the Official Gazette,
.' ~ ..Such tules as it xnay deen 1leCeSsaIy .for ¢~g 'Out the ,purposes
'. of .."'~.. A iCL • . • . ....., :, !.lola .no _ .' 'J: ;,. .' . , , ,. ~.: /. , .,;~.~.....,u..~
.; ''':'til Ih particUlar; ,~ witp,out: prejudice 'to' "~. generality,:' of the .
~n!going power, sucb 'l"I1lesmay prilvid,e fol' all Or any ot the fOUoW'iDg
matters, ,namely:_'" .,. " _..,_l.;"i
• ' (4), nonnal work;ing' hOurs of Faml1y Coutts ,and holdini oj:

sit,Ungs 'of' Family Co~ :on holidays' and Q~tSide "u.otmal working
bOurs' ' :, ,', ., .:,.." ~

: (b) holding of sittings of Family coin-ts at p~ces other than
'their' ord.i.narYplaceS of sitting;

(c) efforts which may be made by, arid· the prpce¢ul'e which
rri),.y be followed py'" a l~amily Court for ;assisting and p~rsuading
pattiel!l to arrive at a se~ent

. n.,(1) The CeIitral Go:v:~ent roilY' with the' con~urrence of the
Chief: Justice':of India, by notification, make'·fu.les prescribing the oth~
.q~-cations for appotil~nt 'of a Judge referred. ~o:in claUSe ~) of
sub-section (3) of section. 4. ' .

.. (2) E;very.we "",de ~ Ibi• .(>,ol by theo...ttaI G9ver_t.bal1
.. be laid! .~ soon as may be after. it. is made, ,befpre each :ao~e of Pa~]jar

ment, ~~e it is in se9S~on.~o~ a total period of "thin)" days whlch may
be com.prl~d 1~ one ses:non..~r In two or mot:~:~c~~S$ive sessidns~ and~
befor~ ~be exp~ry Qf the s~ss~()nimmediately ~ollowing tP.e'session or the
s~~ve SessIOnsaforesaId, both HoUses agree in mak.ing any modifica
tiOn m. the rule Or both Houses agree that the rule should. not be made,
the r~e. shall ~ereafter have: effect only in s~ch, lllodified form or be of.
no. eff~t, as the case ~y be; so, h~we'Ve,rf t1l;at any SUo¢h'll.l9dificationor
ann~Iment shan be Without . prejudice to, the' validity of. anythin
preVlously done Wlder that xule. . ." g

co!' (1). Th,e st~teGovernment may, after consul~:ationWith the IDgb
, 1:>Ynotification, make rules for carrying out th'" " .~ e~~~~

(1) In pa~icular and without 'prej\ldic t h " .
sion$ o,f sub-section. (.1). s.tl.~h.ru1' e 0 t e generality of the provi-. e~ mav provIde for pIt
follOWIng matters, namely:- .. ". or :any of the

I
l
!
!
I
I
i

I·
f
I

!
;
1
1

I
I
I
!
i
!

Act to
have· .
oV~l'lidin,
e1f~ct~

Powe.r ef
ai&h Court
to make
iules~

Power of
.the Central
(30'iet'D- .
ment to
~ake rules•

Power of
the State
Govern·
tnent to
make. rules;
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(Ill" the ','salary or honotariqm and other allowances" payable to,
and the oth,er'terms and cc.mdftions of. Judges urtd~·su1J..section (6)
of sectfon 4; , .

(b) the terms' C\nd <;onditions ot ~s$ociatibn of counsellors and
the terms ~d' conditions of ser~ice of the ,offici!rsand other employees
, referre. to in section 6; .

.. -., , y'

(c) paym,ent of fees anCi expenses, (incl\ldirig travelling
expenses) of medical ,~d other e~ and other persons referred
to in section 12 out of the revenues of the State Government' and 'the
scales of such fees and ex~es; .. . ~ - .

(d) payment ,of' lees a:n;d, exPenses to legat practitioners,' appofn-
" t ~ unde,;- se:ction 13<as (Jm.i~,ciJri~',ou~ ot.t.he~~of, the State

Goverlunent and the scales of sucli 'fees arid expenses;:
(e) 'any other' matter whiCh is requil'ed to be, or may be, pres-

cl'ibed ·o~pl"ovidecl fC)-r by rUles, .
" . .
(3) Every rule made by a State Government under this Act shall be

laid,'as soon as ,may be after it is made, before t~e 'State Legi~lature •
•

R. V. S. PERI SASTRI,
Sec:y. to the Govt. of India.

":>

•


