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tifftWq / ENDORSEMENT 

itsgf /: Engagement /Appointment of Government counsel 
Subject: from the panel of Union of India for defending Court 

Cases where Union of India is also a party along with 
an Autonomous Body - Regarding. 

**** 

\31441cci fdazl 17F f4N   ft -41-  it9-f- 09.12.2021 
  J-18/50/2021-Judicial -1.  ict)  RT9T 8q 

allAd t I 
A copy of D.O. Letter No. J-18/50/2021-Judicial dated 09.12.2021 received 

from Ministry of Law & Justice, New Delhi on the above-mentioned subject is forwarded for 
information and necessary action. 

2. TA- Tug -cra-4)I41 arTR-19' .q-rtt Fvq-r -a I 

This issues with the approval of competent authority. 

: tRiltrit / Encl.: 3 Pages 

d_0))) 
tfrit /Varsha .K. Desai 

orTum al-M4)(41 / Section Officer) 

Heads and Administrative Heads of Aided Institutions of DAE 

.lfdflr / Copy also to: 
i. talt ,44WItr 31T-ITIT / All Officers & Sections in DAE Secretariat.-DARPAN 
ii. Under Secretary (RD- II &III), DAE — For kind information 
iii. mod, ILP fal-fTritg it trfq / Secretary, Staff Side, DAE Departmental Council. 
iv. -1:070 / 6/4/2023-SCS. 
v. Guard File 
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SECREIAgy 
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL. AFFAIRS 

totWISTF-IY OF Lt ''x'Z. JUSTICE 
GOVEnwise:ENT OF 

D.O. No. J-18/50!2021-Judicial 2021 

Dear Secretary, 

Kind attention is invited to this Department's earlier Office Memorandum No. J-

1201212/20i7 Judicial dated 30.06.2017 (copy  enci6sed for ready reference) issued to 

all the Ministries/Departments under the Government of India a0vising all the.

Ministries/Departments to issue instructions to the etilonornous bodies under their 

administrative controlthat the cases wherein Union of India is also a party along with 

an autonomous body, the same should be -defended on 'behalf of both before any court 

or Tribunal, by the panel counsel engaged by the Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry 

Of Law and auStie*, 

2., May be :impressed upon that most of the autonomous bodies are not only 
:funded by--the 'Government Of India but are also. governed byJne rules Ond:regulations 

framed by gpvernment of Odle and as such are expected to implement various policy 
deCisions in true spirit. HoWever, -it has been observed that borne of the autonomous 
bodies ftinotionino under the re4pective tvlinistries/Departments have been availing the 
services of Their own panel coUhsel or private COurisels, in litigations wherein Union of 

India is alSo a party. As Such, any adverse decision of the courts impacts the policy 
framework of the Government of India. 

3. view of above. all the Ministriee!Deuerimente are advised to issue tnsiructione 
to me autonomous bodies under their administretive control that the cases wherein 

tinistri of India is also a party along with en autonomous body, the same should be 
defended on behalf -of both, the autonomous body a well as Union of Indle before any 
Com ol Tribunal by the panel counsel engaged by the Department of Legal Affairs 
only. 

With warm regards, 

Ercl As above 

To 
All the Secretaries to Govt. of India 

Yours sincerely, 

{snoop Kumar Mendiratte) . 

reriV31) Trxr2i, WCE4. *•z14.;; ft,F611-110 001 
4th Floor. 81-lastri Bhawert. Dr. R.P. Road. New Delhi-110 001 

+91-11-2335420.ri 23387905. Fa X : *91-:5-233S4403, secylaw-dla@nia.in 



 E -No.-J-1201212/2017-Judicial._ 
Government of India • • - - 

Ministry of Law & Justice 
Department of Legal Affairs 

Judicial Section 
*4.* 4. 

Shastri Shav,,an, New Delhi, 
Date 29"1 June, 2017 

c.30
OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Sub: For engagement / appointment of Government counsel from the panel of 
Union of India for defending Court cases where Union of India is also a 
party alongwith an Autonomous Body. 

The undersigned is directed to state that it has come to notice of this 
Departnient that in a number of cases before Tribunals and Courts, where Union of 
India and autonomous bodies are the main contestant parties, the Counsel appearing 
on behalf of autonomous bodies are not defending the cases in true spirit. This has 
resulted in matters having been lost despite the fact that experienced panel Counsel 
(for. Uoi) were available to properly defend the case. 

2.. Apart from the above, Ministry of Law & Justice has received complaints 
against the Counsel representing autonomous bodies that many such Counsel are not 
assisting the .panel Counsel of Union of India wherever they have been engaged, 
giving way to many legal complications I problems due to the vested interests of such 
Counsel. 

3. It is also pertinent to mention here that most of the autonomous bodies are not 
only funded by Government of India but also governed by various rules and 
regulations of the Government of India. They are also cooperative with the 
Government of India in implementing various policy decisions. Any adverse decision 
of the courts impacts the policy framework of the Government as well as set principals 
and also imposes huge financial implications on the Government of India. 

4. In light of the above; all the Ministries I Departments are advised to issue 
instructions to the autonomous bodies under their administrative control that the cases 
where Union of India is also a party along with an autonomous body, should be 
defended on behalf of both, the autonomous body as well as Union of India before any 
Court t Tribunal by the panel Counsel engaged by the Department of Legal Affairs 
only. 

This issues with the approval of competent authority. 

All the Ministries / Departments of Govt. of India. 

NrY-4- r1P 

(R. K. Srivastava) 
Deputy Legal Adviser 
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F. No. J-1201212/2017-Judicial 

Copy to: 

Dated, 29.06.2017 

1. FS to f...ILJIPS to MSLJ/FS to Law Secretary/PS to Legislative Secretary/PS to a!! 
Add!. Secretaries and Joint.SecYeta'ies of Deparirnent of Legal Affairs. 

2. Ail the Additional SolicitorrGeneral in various High Courts. 
3. Ail the Assistant Solicitors General in various High Courts. 
4. The lncharge of all the Branch Sedetariats at Mumbai!Kolkata/Chenndi/Bengaluru. 
5. The Incharge, Central Agency Section, Supreme Court Compound, New Delhi. 
6. The Incharge Litigation (High Court/CAT) Section, New Delhi. 
7. The Incharge Litigation (Lower Court) Section, Delhi. 
8. All the Sr. CGSCs for various CAT. Benches except at New Delhi 
9. All the Sr. CGSCs for various AFT. Benches except at New Delhi.
10. One copy to be uploaded on official website of this Department i.e. 

Ott w_legalaffairs.gov.in in the tab "Judicial Section" for general information of all 
concerned. 

11. Five copies to be kept in the Guard File. 
12. Office Copy. 

(D. Srinivas) 
Section Officer (Judicial) 

Tel. 011-23384945 
Email: Judicial-dla@nic.in 
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