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A copy of 0.0. Letter No.7/17/2018-BPC&T dated 22/03/2021 

received from Department of Economic Affairs, M/o Finance, New Delhi along with its 

enclosures on the above mentioned subject is forwarded for necessary action and 

compliance. 

:rit-1c1o1 / Encl.: 14 pages. ~~\'l"'' ..,.o.,; 

(.J. "'"· &1o1fat-1cfi{ / N. J. Khanvilkar) 

3fcrmT1T ~ I Section Officer 
.,:) 

(022 - 22862661) 

tr3ifct ~ lJ1fi :rittccfi $cfil$41 / .flicfatf-'cfi m ~ 3qs1,J.11 / :t1((14ctl 11fCo ~ ~ ~11,af-'q:; ~ I 

All Administrative Heads of Constituent Units/PSUs/Aided Institutions of DAE. 

gffi~~ I Copy to: 

1. ~~~ ~~ 3fcrmm I All Officers & Sections in DAE Secretariat.-DARPAN 
.;) 

2. Head, CISD(DAE)- With a request to upload the same in DAE Website under SCS Corner. 
3. Guard File No. GF-42/SCS 
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DR. C. S. MOHAPATRA, IES 
Additional Secretary 

Telefax : +91-11-23092882 
E-mail : cs.mohapatra@nic.in 

D.O. No. 7/17/2018-BPC&T 

Dear ~(, 

1fffif ffl<lffi 
fc@ ~ 

~q;m~ 
.=tle.f ~. ~ ~-110001 

Government of India 
Ministry of Finance 

Department of Economic Affairs 
North Block, New Delhi - 110001 

Dated the 22nd March, 2021 

I would like to invite reference to guidelines issued by this Department on 

engagement of Consultants by Ministries/ Departments through bilateral and 

multilateral agencies (copies enclosed). 

2. These guidelines prescribe that proposals for engagement of consultants, 

financed by bilateral and multilateral agencies, required to be screened and 

approved by a Screening Committee comprising of Cabinet Secretary, Secretary 

(Economic Affairs) and Secretary of the Ministry/Department concerned. 

3. It is noted that, of late, often the proposals from Ministries/Departments are 

rece1vea late or seek ex-post facto approval of the Screening Committee. 

The Cabinet Secretariat has instructed that proposals for consideration of ex-post 

facto approval will not be considered ( copy enclosed). 

4. I would like to request you to bring the guidelines to the notice of 

organisations/ entities/ officers under your administrative control for strict 

compliance and advise them to ensure that the proposals are sent well in time for 

consideration of the Screening Committee in accordance with the guidelines. 

With Warm regards, 

Enclosure:- as above. 

Shri Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas 
Secretary & Chairman, 
Department of Atomic Energy, 
Anushakti Bhawan, 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Marg, Mumbai-400001. L .... 

Yours sincerely, 

~~ 
(Dr. C.S. Mahapatra) 



N,). J / !2/ 2U1 S-P\J l_'. 

1\linisln nl l"'in,n,ct· 
Dcpartr:wnl u\ Ec,,nomic /\ffairs 
Bilalcrcil Coupcratinn Division 

OFflCE MEtvIORANDUM 

North Block, New Delhi 
January 71 2016 

Sub: Clarification rPe;;uoing guidelines issued by the Dcp;:utmcnt of Economic 
Affairs on engagement of Consultants by Ministries/ Departments of 
Government of India from bilateral partners and multilateral organisations. 

Attention is invited to Office Memorandum of even number dated the 29th 
December, 2015 (copy attached) prescribing guidelines for engagement of Consultants 
by the Ministries/Departments of Covernment of India from bilateral partners/ 
multilateral organisations. 

2. This Department has received queries from some Ministries/Departments 
seeking clarification whether they are required to follow these guidelines in respect of 
those Consultants also who have been engaged by them through open advertisement 
in accordance with the guidelines prescribed by the Department of Expenditure or the 
insh·uctions are meant only for Consultants engaged through/from bilateral partners/ 
multilateral organisations. 

3. To make the position more comprehensible and free from any ambiguity, it is 
hereby clarified that the instructions contained in the OM dated 29th December 2015 
are meant only for Consultants engaged by the Ministries/Departments funded 
through bilateral partners/multilateral organisations and not through open 
advertisement under the guidelines prescribed by the Deparhnent of Expenditure1 and 
engagement of retired Government officers as Consultants. 

4. It is further clarified that it would be the responsibility of the 
Ministry/Department concerned proposing to move any proposal for granting 
extension to any existing Consultant or engaging any . new Consultant from a 
bilateral/ multilateral partner to seek the convenience of Cabinet Secretary and 
chculate the proposal for holding the meeting of the Screening Committee. A draft 
format in which such a proposal may be moved is attached for reference. 

To 

_J . -l --c:r-==
(S. Selvakumar) 

Joint Secretary to the Govt. of India 
Tele : 2309 3881 

Secretaries of all Ministries/Deparhnents of Govt. of India. 

Encls : as above. 

(' I 



i- 1<_:,_J:>~ u--,,_,,_LJ~ _1\Ji111..,tn~s/ i )q~~x_t1::iJ~nbj,Hpl,,cu$J.Jw-12n ,p\ ,sal be!, 11~~_llh · 
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bi Li tv r.-1LJ2art nc r/m u I ti I c1 krcil org311is,1tj( m 

------------

1 N c1rne of the '.v1inistry / Deparlmcnl 

I--V\-Tl-1-et-l~~~r Lhc pn~~;;-a-1-is---f~cxtl';~~io11~t---- -

, cxic;firn, c1n1sultant or c1w,H:en1ent of nev,' 
[ Consul~,mt from a bibtc~·~J,~1c-irtner/ 
i multilateral organisation , 
I · I 

Extension / Engagement of 
new Consultant 

l_________ _ ___ __J ___ --~--------
! Whether proposal to extend the tenure of an I Yes/ No 
I existing Consultant/ engage a nev/ Consultant \ 
I from a bilateral partner/ multilateral , 

I organisation has .been approved by the 
Minister-in-charge. . 

--
' Specific purpose for which the Consultant is 

proposed to be engaged or tenure is proposed 

1 to be extended 

Specific Project / 
Implementation of 

· Scheme/MIS development etc. 
i 
I 

Specify whether under technical =l 
assistance/Mou etc. 

i Name/Names of the person(s) to be engaged : 

' ----------- -----+------------------1 
Bilateral/ multilateral partner from which \ 
f'roposed to be engaged ' ' - ---- ---- -----·---------·---

l 
·------

Consultancy fee/ salary/ allowance proposed 

l to be paid 
! 

Period for which proposed to be engaged I 
I (Initial appointment is for a period of one year I 

only.) . _ 
--

Terms of Reference of engagement (in detail) Attach copy. 

-

Candidate's two references from referees of Names to be mentioned. 
repute Letters to be attached. 
In case of foreign nationals, ,vhether security 

I clearance from MHA has been obtained? I 
--

-In case the Consultants has already ~;or~--
Gol for any assignment, whether a 
break/ cooling off period of one year is there? i 

Copy of the proposed Confidentiality Draft to be attached for perusal 
agreement and Ethics and Integrity Agreement of the Screening Committee. 
which the Consultant will sign with the 
Ministry/ Department. 

i 

Any other information of relevance 
··--



f'/ir;;st;y o1 Fi11Jr1u! 

Dep1rtrT:cm of [ccnornic 1\fforrs 

OFFICE ME~/lOR.l\~~DUI:'} 

North Block, New Delhi 
December 29, 2015 

Sub: Engagement of Consultants by Ministries/Departments from bilateral partners and 
multilateral organisations - Guidelines. 

An Inter-Ministerial Committee was set up under the chairmanship of Cabinet Secretary 
to revisit the matter of engagement of Consultants/ Advisors from bilateral partners/ 
multilateral organisations by various Ministries/Departments of the Government of India (Go!). 
Foreign Secretary and Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs were the other members of 
this Committee. The Committee obtained information about engagement of Consultants from 
all Ministries/Departments of Go! and reviewed the present method of engagement of 
Consultants, including the level of decision making, time frame for engagement and need/ 
justification for external support. 

2. After analysis of the information received, it has been decided to constitute a 

Screening Committee comprising Cabinet Secretary, Secretary-Department of Economic 
Affairs and Secretary of the Ministrv/Department concerned to screen and approve all future 
proposals of engagement of Consultants by the Ministries/Departments directly or through 
bilateral/multilateral agencies. 

3. All contracts of existing Consultant$ whose tenure is coming to an end by or before 
31.12.2015 may be terminated at the end of their consultancy tenure. No renewal beyond 
31.12.2015 shaH be granted to the exiting Consu!tant.s by the Ministry/Department unless 
approved by the Screening Committee. · 

4. As regards Consultants whose contract tenure is beyond 31.12.2015, their continuation 
has to be brought before the Screening Committee within a month's time with justifiable 
reasons for taking a decision on their continuance or otherwise. 

5. Any proposal to engage new Consultants has to be placed before the Screening Committee 
mentioned above. 

6. The following guidelines are prescribedfor all Ministries/Departments for processing 
any proposal for extension/engagement of Consultants before bringing the matter to the 
Screening Committee: 

i) Consultants· should 11ot be engaged for policy. formulation. If assistance from 
Consultants is considered necessary, their role should be limited to presentation and 
analysis of possible options with supporting data and best practices etc . 

. ' 

ii) The decision to engage Consultants·fr~m bilateral partners/multilateral agencies has to 
be approved by the Minister In-charge of the concerned Ministry/Department before 
the proposal is referred to the Screening Committee. 
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iii) Tc:rms of Reference ,ff,d proct'.llu; ,_, fur the recruitrnu1t process should be transpd11c, ,L, 
robust and devoid of any ornbiguil·/ 

iv) Candidates applying for the post will have to sub1111L at least two reterenccs from 
referees of repute. 

v) In case of foreign nationals being er1gage::l as Consultants. necessary securitv rl0;ir;,nre 
from MHA has to be obtained. 

vi) Consultancy fee, ~aiary, allowances etc. proposed to be paid to the Consultant have to 
be indicated upfront when the proposal is being placed before the Screening 
Committee. Any further enhancement has to be with the approval of the Screening 

Committee. In no case, the Ministry should be unaware of the consultancy fee/ salary 
and emoluments etc. being paid to the Consultant by the bilateral/multilateral agency. 

vii) Consultants will report only to the Ministry. 

viii) Consultants can be engaged for a tenure of one year at a time. Any extension 

beyond one year has to be approved by the Screening Committee afresh. An 
evaluation of the Consultant's performance has to be placed before the Screening 
Committee by the Ministry. 

ix) Maximum tenure of any Consultant in Gol for a particular assignment cannot exceed 
three years in any case. 

x) There will be a break (cooling off period) of one year for a 
another Ministry/ Department after having worked in 
Department/State Government as a Consultant for a tenure. 

Consultant 
any Got 

joining 
Ministry/ 

xi) The Consultant has to sign a confidentiality clause with the Gol. Ethics and Integrity 
clause is also to be put in place in the contract. 

xii) Consultants shall not share data/information with the bilateral agency/multilateral 
agency or any person/institution outside the Government without the specific approval 
of the Secretary of the Ministry/Department concerned. Prior approval of the Ministry 
may also be taken before publishing any article based on the data, inputs and 
information obtained as part of the Consultant's work. The Ministries will process such 
requests within a period of 30 days. 

xiii) The arrangement to engage Consultants should not become permanent, They should 
be engaged for limited period and for specific purpose only. 

7, The above may be noted for stdct compliance by all concerned with imme9iate effect. 

To 

j . / 
,~. I 2.. j~.:;
(Shaktikanta Das} 

Secretary to the Government of India 
Tele: 2309 2611 

Secretaries of all Ministries/Departments of Government of India including Niti Aayog. 



1398630/2019/BPC & T 

Subject: 

]'·1 i 

i . \ It I 1.1 , _,-) 
, , ' . I 

List of cases where ex-post approval of the Screening Committee is 
required for engagement/ extension of consultants-reg. · 

. ·I ., · I" · f · · 1 · · • • · · f C · · " lii:J:, r1Drwri1iil n :-irTP.en;r1q ,or,11111tter! rn· e11~1ac1ernP.fll1 r~x1Eri:,;nn ul n:nurr. D .onsuitams iS requ1reu. to 

the approval 

ci H:Jn'bie Minisier· lnchargr. as per the formal pres~ribl'd bJ Ot.t\'s [1M No. I/L12/2D!5-PMU dated T 

Jrnu~r1 20!6. [)[fi may alsD advise thF. Ministries/Departments that henceforth rm ex post facto appm.;a' 

,:. ;:ranted for engaging consultants from bilatsral partners/multilateral organisations. 

rr~~ 
(Sibi Cha~varthy M) 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India 
Tel. No. 2379 20!8 

0/o Economic ~ffairs (Shri Atanu Chakrabart~_S_e_c_re_ta_r~y) _____ _ 
Cabinet Secretarn/ s 1.0. No. 212/2/1/20!6- CA. IV riated 3[f' October. 20!9 

· ··tr)~ 

412 



ovc,, 11 nent of i ndia 
fv·1111::;fl/ of Fi11ancE-; 

Departmerit of Ecoriornic Affairs 
Bilateral C.,,ooperat1cm Division 

North Block, New Delhi 
Dated the ' 1 December, 2019 

OFrlCF iv1EMOF~ANDUM --------·---·-----------·-

Subject Guidelines issued by tne Department of Economic Affairs on 
engagement of Consultants by Ministries/Departments of 
Government of India from bilateral pa,iners and multilateral 
organisations -ceg 

Attention is invited to OEA's O.M. of even number dated 
14.05.2019 and its reminde!· dated 16 07.2019 (copies enclosed), 
requesting to furnish a list of cases. if any, where ex-post facto approval 
of the Screening Committee is required for engagement of consultants 
by Ministries/Departments of Government of India funded through 
bilateral partners and rnultilatera! organisations. 

2. As per communication from Cabinet Secretariat, followiri.g may be 
noted for cornpliance:-

(i) Ministries/Departments which had submitted the list are requested to 
submit the proposal where ex-post facto approval of the Screening 
Committee tor engagement/extension of tenure of consultants is 
required with justification for not obtaining approval of the Screening 
Committee with the approval of Hon'ble Minister lncharge. 

(ii) The Ministries/Departments are req'uested that henceforth no ex
post facto approval will be granted for engaging consultants from 
bilateral partnerslmul.tilateral organisations. 

P.T.O. 

( {) 



I! 1s I t::1k0 :z,k,! tha1 r\11:10:st1 ies/Uepa 1 tr-r1e11ts shuulcl seiek pr101 

c1ppr ov,11 of the '.-,crt :(:n111g Ccm 1111ittee for e11gagernent/extens1on of the 
C, c,11 su ! ta 11t\ s) frc)J 1 ·1 Ll1 I dtera: pznt !\C:r s a r 1d n1ul1. ilatera I orga 111 sati or1s 

4 I l11s 1ssLk:S wttn tt,t-: c.1pp1ov::1I ui tlit:: C0t11pete11t Authority. 

(SanJay-kumar) 
Under Secretary to the Government of India 

Tel.No. 23093173 
E-mail: kumar sanjay76@nic in 

Encls. · As above 

To 
1 Secretaries of all Ministries/Departments of Govt of India. 

2. Additional Secretaries/Joint Secretaries of all Divisions in DEA. 

Copy for information to:
Cabinet Secretariat. 
[Shri Sibi Chakkravarthy M, Deputy Secretary], 
Rashtrapati Bhawan. New Delhi. 
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~>- 1!.il1-..:t ·1. ~--~ i.i ,( · .. 11; ·:f:~.:.,, 1 :-:: ~" ; it .'1.:' ; r '.; :. ~ ·:(- p::~i rtrric:r t ( );· c:: C(il l()rnic /'~\:·fair~ C)ri 
r r1c;,:>~:._, 11-1ent ,,1 Cc,: i:'=-u !t;c; 11ts by fv1inist1-k:siiJepa11n·,t~nts of 
(~1_','/(~:·::n·!f;n: ,_·;~ !nc:1;:·: ·f.·,_ ,~·: t··,itc.riE:r:al J_;(:.1;·fnc1~·- 2nd n·:ultiiater<Jl 

( :p;;::11;satio11~: rer: ~., 
Ai1r-ni1cn !S ,:-r,:11.c-;_i tc ~-1[1\ s C !'_'; oi eve:n mwnber datc:,ci ~l.'9 

·.1; C::.,, 2(;~~-' (ce;p;,1 1:::--ncil)~'.c:d, 1f,rn1c::stinq to turnish a list oi c.-1ses. if any. M 
t\W1cre e:,:_-posi iticto apprc-vai cf rhe sc·1~ec:ni:·1g Committee is 1eqt;irecJ fo1 !P:/ 'r 
en~agement of consuH~nis by Ministries/De. partn_1ents of Gov_ern!11ent of ~ ,/fd)O., 
India funded through bilateral par1ners and multilateral orgamsat1ons_ It ·- t,}'- · / 
was also advised to seek prior ~:ipproval of the Screening Committee vvell 
in advance for engag(::rnent of the consultants. 

\~- ,.\;,:;1 
{l) J, 

,.v 

2. In this rega;<d, it is requesfisd agair: to furnish requisite 'information .. , ~-,._: ..... 
within 20 days fron1 the date of issue of this communication. The details if. p< ,,, 
of all cases should also be provided in following format-

l 

I I -I ·· , ) 
t ' I 

-- T--- -- -- --- --- -1 --- ------ -- t. ---'. ·-- . 
_ _L ___ J_. ___ _._ __ ·--

Is 1,-!an ,(' o: '1lr..i,mx of l,eiai.$ Ol l~h:~er~i! Urd~r . Ir~er . Justification 
I • , 

M1111s1ryDep;;;r1men!/ Co:--,su!,;;n! p.:0 11,:id o; •hose ,or not 
;..Jo Dti.·1s1"m ts) · af;polntment mu!t1lat,~ral technical -pproval referring it 

artner ssialance/ nsultants artier for 
orkmg in pproval of 

·11e Ministry he 
Dept Screening 

Committee 
·--t--·-·----11------l 

3_ The consolidated information need to be submitted to Cabinet-
Secrc!lariat, therefore, the matter may be accorded priority and the 

P.T.O. 

(1) 
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information as per para.2 abovo, may be expedited within 20 days from 
the date or this communication. Otherwise, it will be presumed that the 
Ministry I Department has no information to offer on the subject It is 
fwther stated that no proposal seeking ex-post-facto approval of the 
Screening Committee would be entermined and it will be the 
responsibility of the Ministry/Department concerned proposing to move such proposals. 

(Hanish Chhabra) 
Deputy Secretary(BC) 

Tel.No. 23092883 
E-mail: hanish.ias@ias.nic.in 

Encls.: As above. 

To 

1. Secretaries of all Ministries/Departments-of Govt. of India. 

2. Additional -Secr,e.tar,i~s/Joint·Secretaries ofaH Divisions in QEA. : 

Copy for information· to:~ .· . . 
Cabinet Secretariat, 

.f.Sqri Amitesh K1.1mar Sinha, Director], 
Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi. 

. =-~ .. 

. ·. ~ 

... :._· 
. . .. . . •. ! ; •. , : . ~ ·' .:. 

l.,. '. ,/ 
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No. 7/17/2018-BPC& T 
Government of India 
Ministry of Finance 

Department of Economic Affairs 
Bilateral Cooperation Division 

***** 

North Block, New Delhi 
Dated the 141h May, 2019 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Subject: Guidelines issued by the Department of Economic Affairs on 
engagemer:,t of Con~uttants by Ministries/Departments of 
Government of India fro"m bilateral partners and multilateral 

organisations -reg. 

Attention is invited to Office Memorandum No. 1/42/2015-PMU 
dated 29.12.2015 and 07.01.2016 prescribing guidelines on engagement 
of Consultants by Ministries/Departments of Government of India funded 
through bilateral partners and multilateral organizations. 

2. The Department has issued an O.M. No. 7/5/2017-PMU dated 
26.03.2019 (copy enclosed), requesting to submit proposals for 
engagement/extension of consultants by Ministries/Departments of 
Government of India funded through bilateral partners and multilateral 
orgar:izations, well in advance and that no proposal seeking ex-post 
facto approval would be accepted for consideration of the Screening 
Committee. 

3. The matter was further taken up with the Cabinet Secretariat. 
Cabinet Secretariat has sought list of all cases, where ex-post facto 
approval of Screening Committee is required and has requested this 
Department to advise Ministries/Departments to take prior approval for 
the engagement of the Consultant. It has been reiterated that requests 
for ex-post facto approval would not be entertained. 

4. Accordingly, you are requested to furnish a list of cases, if any, 
where ex-post facto approval of the Screening Committee is required for 
the engagement of consultants. You are also requested to provide all 
requisite information/documents related to the aforesaid list of proposals 
with the approval of concerned Hon'ble Minister along with proper 

P.T.O. 

-~ --------- ------~-- ~~-------~----------------------- . 



Encls 

To 

:J ,} i ''; 

/\s above:: 

1_c :;H+ p;,01 :: ,, .:.·1' ,·,f \ht~ 
.c11°-ui 1 •• -11··L, ,~ : r ,_,t t1; 

--) 
I 

r:J;; _,-//----
i RaJat Kl+rfk-:ir 1·Jl:sl1ra ! 

Joint Secretary(BC) 
Tel No 23092734 

E-mail rk.mishra62@nic in 

Secretaries of all ['vfollstries1Departrnents of Govt of India 
Acld1t1onal Secretaries·Jomt Secretaries of all 01vis1ons in 

f)E,i.. 

Copy for 1ntormat1on to - Cab,r,et Secretariat 
[Shri /\rrntesh Kurnar Sinha, Director). 
Rashtrapat1 Bhawan New Delhi 
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No. 7/5/2017-PMU 
Government of India 
Ministry of Finance 

Department of Economic Affairs 
Bilateral Cooperation Division 

***** 

North Block, New Delhi 
Dated the 25th March, 2019 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Subject: Guidelines issued by the Department of Economic Affairs on 
engagement of Consultarits by Ministries/Departments of 
Government of India from bilateral partners and multilateral 
organisations -reg. · · · 

Attention is invited to Office Memorandum No. 1/42/2015-PMU 
dated 29.12.2015 and 07.01.2016 (copies attached) prescribing guidelines 
for all Ministries/Departments for processing proposals for engagement of 
consultants or extension of their tenure, under specific arrangements 
funded by bilateral partners and multilateral organisations. 

2. It has come to the notice of this Department that some 
Ministries/Departments of the Government of India are not submitting such 
proposals in. advance. Also, few Ministries/Departments have 
sent proposals seeking ex-post facto approval of the Screening 
Committee. 

3. This is to inform that· Cabinet Secretariat has taken a note of it and 
has returned one such proposal indicating that no purpose is served by 
seeking ex-post facto approval:··. 

4. All Ministries/Departments ~f· Government of India are, therefore, 
once again requested to submit proposals for engagement of consultants 
or for extension of their tenure, funded through bilateral partners and 
multilateral organisations, well ir.i advance and. after completion of due 
diligence. It would be the responsibility of the Ministry/ Department 
concerned · to · strictly follow · the aforesaid guidelines issued by. this 
Department before submitting the: same for consideration of the Screening 
Committee, and no -proposar· seeking ex-post facto approval will be 
accepted for consideration of the Screening Committee. 

P.T.O. 

( ,,..,, ) 
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5. This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority. 

To 

l~ 
(Sumitra Chowdhury) 

Director 
Tel.No.23092966 

0 l c:...-- E-mail: sumitra.chowdhury@nic.in 

Secretaries of all Ministries/Departments of Govt. of India. 


