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Introduction: What is Kidnapping?

Imagine you are returning home after school or tuition. A stranger
sitting in a car calls you and says, “Your parents have sent me to pick
you up because of an emergency.” He smiles politely and offers you
chocolate, money, or a lift. You may feel confused, but before you
understand what is happening, the car moves fast and you are taken

away.
Thisis kidnapping.

Kidnapping means taking a child away from their parents or lawful
guardian without permission. It is one of the most serious crimes

against children because it removes a child from safety and places
themin danger.

Kidnapping can happen anywhere outside schools, tuition centres,
playgrounds, markets, bus stops, railway stations, or even in
crowded fairs. That is why every student must learn how to stay alert
and safe.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS) is India's main criminal law
that protects children from kidnapping, abduction, trafficking, and
exploitation. Courts and authorities not only punish offenders but
also focusonrescue, protection, and rehabilitation of children.

The Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority (RSLSA) works across
the state to spread awareness among children and parents, provide
freelegal aid, and support child protection measures.

Difference Between Kidnapping and Abduction

Many students confuse kidnapping and abduction. Both are crimes,
but they are different.

Kidnapping
Kidnapping means taking away a boy or girl below 16 years of age
without the permission of parents or lawful guardians. Even if the

child goes along willingly, the law still treats it as kidnapping because
children may not understand danger fully.
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Abduction

Abduction means taking any person from one place to another using
force, threats, deceit, temptation, or fraud. It can happen to children
as well as adults.

In simple words:
e Kidnappingis mainlyrelatedto children and guardianship.
e Abductionismainlyrelatedtoforce or deception.

What Happens When a Child is Kidnapped?

When a child is kidnapped, the child is suddenly separated from
family, school, friends, and a safe environment. The child may be
taken to an unknown place and kept locked in a room or moved from
one placetoanother.

Kidnappers often threaten children not to shout or ask for help.
They may say things like:

e “lfyoucry, wewillhurtyou.”

e “Yourparentsdon'twantyou.”

e “Nobodywill findyou.”

A kidnapped child may feel fear, hunger, loneliness, and confusion.
Such an experience causes deep mental trauma. Even after rescue, a
child may need time, counselling, and support to feel safe again.
That is why immediate reporting and quick action are extremely
Important.

Why Do Kidnappers Target Children?

Criminals target children because children are innocent, physically
weaker, and easier to mislead. Children may trust adults quickly and
may not know whatto doinanemergency.

Kidnappers may have different motives, such as:

Many children face long-term effects such as:
e Child Labour-forcing childrento do hard and dangerous work.
e Child Trafficking—buying, selling, or transporting childrenillegally.

e ForcedBegging—forcing childrentobegonroadsand markets.
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e Ransom-demanding money from parents by threatening the

child.
e Exploitation—usingchildrenforimmoral orillegal purposes.

These crimes are very serious and strictly punishable under law.
How Does Kidnapping Affect Childhood?

Kidnapping destroys a child's normal life. The child misses school,
studies stop, and childhood happiness is taken away. The child is
separated from family and friends, and the family suffers constant
fearand stress.

Many children face long-term effects such as:

e Nightmaresandsleeplessness

e Fearofstrangersandcrowds

e Anxietyanddepression

e Lossofconfidence

e Difficultytrusting people again
The family also suffers deeply. Parents remain worried, and normal
life becomes disturbed. Thatis why kidnappingis treated as a serious
crime against society.

How Do Kidnappers Choose Their Victims?

Kidnappers do not act suddenly. They plan carefully. They observe
children's routines and daily movements.

They may notice:

e Whichchildgoestoschoolortuitionalone
e Whichroutethechild useseveryday

e Whichareasareisolated or poorly lit

e When parentsare not nearby

e Whichchildlooksshyoreasilyscared

They may pretend to be delivery workers, relatives, or acquaintances to
gain trust. They may offer gifts like chocolates, toys, or even mobile
phones. Sometimes they use your parents' name falsely to make you
believe them. This is why students must never go anywhere with a
stranger without confirming with parents or teachers.
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Warning Signs to Recognize

Children must learn to recognize danger signs early. Some warning
signsinclude:

e Astrangeraskingtoomany questionsaboutyourfamily orroutine

e Apersongiving expensive gifts without reason

e Someone usingyour parents' name falsely

e Someoneinsistingyougotoanunknown place

e Suspicious people repeatedly roaming near schoolor home

e Avehiclestoppingagain andagain near school routes

e Afriendsuddenlygoing missing

If you notice such signs, immediately inform parents, teachers,
school staff, or atrusted adult. If needed, call 1098 Childline.

How to Stay Safe Every Day

Safety does not mean fear. It means awareness. Every student

should follow these daily safety habits:
e Nevertravelalone; walkingroups whenever possible.
e Alwaysinform parentsaboutyourroutine and timings.
e Donotacceptgifts, sweets, orrides from strangers.
e Do not share your home address, phone number, or school

details with strangers.
e Avoidisolated streets and shortcuts.
e |[fsomeonefollowsyou, goimmediatelytoacrowded place.
e Shoutloudlyif someonetriestograbyou
e Memorizeimportant phone numbers, especially 1098
e Trustyourinstincts. If something feels wrong, leave immediately.

These small habits can protect you from big danger.

How Child Trafficking Leads To Child Labour, Forced Begging, And
Exploitation?

Child trafficking is one of the most dangerous crimes against
children. It means illegally taking a child from one place to another
for exploitation. Trafficking does not always start with violence.
Many criminals trap children slowly through lies and false promises.
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Once a child is trafficked, the child may be forced into child labour,
forced begging, or other illegal activities. Traffickers treat children
like property and use them to earn money.

How Children Can Be Trapped into Trafficking?

Traffickers are clever and manipulative. They often gain trust first
and thentrap the child.

Common ways children can be trapped include:
1. False Promises of Jobs and Money

Criminals may promise a child or parents that the child will get a job
in another city and earn money. They may say the child will work in a
shop, hotel, or house and will have a better life. Poor families may
believe these lies.

2. False Promises of Education

Some traffickers promise admission in good schools, hostels, or
coaching centres. They may claim the child will get free education.
But later, the child is forced to work.

3. Friendship and Emotional Manipulation

Some traffickers behave like friendly people. They give chocolates,
toys, money, or gifts. They talk politely and make the child feel
comfortable. Oncetrustis gained, the child is taken away.

4. Kidnapping and Abduction

Many children are trafficked by kidnapping from markets, bus
stands, railway stations, fairs, or outside schools.

5. Online Traps and Social Media

Today, traffickers also trap children through social media, online
games, and messaging apps. They may pretend to be of the same
age, build friendship, and then ask the child to meet alone.

That is why students must never meet online strangers and must
always inform parents about suspicious messages.
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How Child Trafficking Leads to Child Labour

Once a child is trafficked, criminals may force the child to work in
unsafe and unhealthy conditions. The child is usually taken to
another city or state so that the child cannot escape easily.

Trafficked children may be forced to work in:
e Hotelsandroadside dhabas
e Factoriesandworkshops
e Farmsand brickkilns
e Shopsandsmallbusinesses
e Housesasdomestic workers

These children may work for long hours without proper food or
payment. Many are threatened or beaten if they refuse. Their
education stops, and their health suffers. Child labour destroys a

child's childhood and future.

Child labourisillegal. The child is never at fault. The offenders are the
traffickers and those who employ the child.

How Child Trafficking Leads to Forced Begging

Forced begging is one of the most cruel outcomes of trafficking.
Trafficked children are taken to crowded places like traffic signals,
railway stations, temples, and markets and are forced to beg daily.

Traffickers use children because people feel sympathy for children
and give money easily. The money collected is taken by criminals.

In many cases:
e Childrenarethreatened iftheydo notbringenough money
e Childrenare beaten or starved
e Childrenarenotallowedtoreturnhome
e Childrenareforcedtobegformanyhoursevery day

Some criminals injure children intentionally or make them look sick
to create pity. This is an inhuman crime that destroys the child's
dignity and mental health. Children forced into begging need
protection and rehabilitation, not blame.
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How Child Trafficking Leads to Exploitation

Trafficked children may also be used for other illegal activities.
They may be forced into dangerous work or immoral purposes.
This exploitation causes deep emotional trauma.

Such children may suffer long-term fear, anxiety, depression, and
loss of confidence. Many children feel unsafe even after rescue and
require counselling and support.

That is why child trafficking is treated as a very serious offence
under law.

Under Section 143 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, child
trafficking is punishable with imprisonment ranging from 10 years to
lifeimprisonment.

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
ensures safe rehabilitation, shelter, counselling, and education for
rescued children.

Forced Begging (Legal Protection and Awareness)
Forcing children to beg through threats, injury, or cruelty is a serious
crime.
e Section 139, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 provides strict
punishment for kidnapping or harming a child for begging.
e Section 76, Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 makes employing a
child for begging punishable.
e Rajasthan Rehabilitation of Beggars or Indigent Persons Act,
2012 focuses on rehabilitation of children.

Students should understand that begging is not a child's choice in
many cases. Many children are forced into it.

Role of RSLSA and 1098 Childline

The Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority (RSLSA) works for child

protection through:

e Awarenessprogrammesinschools

e Freelegalaidforchildrenandfamilies
e Child-sensitive training for police
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Coordination with shelter homes

Rehabilitation and counselling services

1098 Childline is a 24x7 toll-free helpline for children. When you
call 1098:

Your complaintis heard seriously
Immediate helpisarranged

Rescue supportis provided

Safe shelter and medical help are arranged

Counselling and rehabilitation services are provided

Calling 1098 is safe, confidential, and meant for child protection.

What Should You Do if Someone Tries to Kidnap You?

If someone triesto kidnap you, do not freeze. Act quickly:

1. Call 1098 Childlineimmediately or ask someone nearby to call.

2. Run towards a crowded and safe place such as a shop, school,
temple, or police station.

3. Shoutloudly: “Help! Help!”

4. Donotenteracar, bike, orunknown vehicle.

5. Inform parents, teachers, or school authorities immediately.

6. Try to remember the person's face, clothes, and the vehicle
number or colour.

7. Givecompleteinformation to police or authorities.

8. Afterrescue, acceptcounsellingand supportservices.

Important Facts

A child is never punished for reporting kidnapping, trafficking,
child labour, or forced begging.

The law protects children; only criminals are punished.
Calling 1098 will not get you into trouble.
Quick reporting increases the chance of rescue.

Staying silent helps criminals, but reporting saves children.
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Conclusion: You Are Safe, You Are Empowered

Kidnapping, child trafficking, child labour, and forced begging are
serious crimes that harm children and society. Every child has the
right to safety, dignity, and education.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, Juvenile Justice Act, and other
child protection laws provide strict punishment for offenders and
protection for children.

RSLSA, DLSA, and 1098 Childline continuously work for the safety,
rescue, and rehabilitation of children.

Stay alert.

Do not trust strangers.

Share information with your family.
Report suspicious activitiesimmediately.

If there is danger or you see injustice happening to a child, contact
1098 Childline, your nearest DLSA office, or the police immediately.

RSLSA Helpline Number: 15100, 9928900900
You are smart.

You are brave.

Your safety is priceless.
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RAJASTHAN STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

Rajasthan High Court Campus, Jaipur Bench
Vidhik Seva Sadan, Vidhik Seva Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur
Phone No. : 0141-2227481, FAX: 2227602
Toll Free Help Line 15100/9928900900
Email: rslsajp@gmail.com, website: http://rajasthan.nalsa.gov.in



