Speak Up for Your Rights, Stand Strong for Your Safety.
No Child Should Be Unsafe Where Education Happens.
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T
Introduction

Imagine you are sitting in your classroom writing your exam
answers. Suddenly, the roof cracks loudly. Plaster falls on your
head. Bricks begin to fall down. Your desk breaks. The walls start
shaking and friends begin screaming.

In Jhalawar, Rajasthan (July 2025), in a similar incident, 7 children
died and 8 other children were injured due to a roof collapse.This is
a failure of school infrastructure dangerous buildings, lack of
toilets,unsafe playgrounds which harm children every day.

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act,2009
provides for safe school buildings, toilets, drinking water, and
playground facilities. If schools violate safety standards, the
Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority (RSLSA) / District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) provide free legal assistance. This
chapter explains that a safe school is your right and how you can
seek help when aschool building becomes unsafe for you.

> Whatis meantby School Infrastructure?

School Infrastructure: School infrastructure does not only mean
buildings, but all the facilities necessary for safe, inclusive, and
quality education.This includes classrooms, toilets,drinking water,
playgrounds, laboratories, libraries, boundary walls, ramps for
accessibility,and all safety-related arrangements.

Merely constructing buildings is not sufficient: Good infra-
structure standards ensure children's health, safety, learning
environment,and retentioninschool.

> Whatis RTE Act?

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act,2009
(RTE Act) ensures that every child between 6-14 years has the right
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to free,compulsory,safe,and quality education.

» HowDoesthe RTE Act Help Students?

It makes education alegal right,not a favour.

Following are some ways in which the RTE Act helps students:

1. Rightto Admission

« Every child has the right to admission in a neighbourhood
school.

» Nochild canbe denied admission due to lack of documents.

« No screening test or interview is allowed at the time of
admission.

« Private schools must reserve 25% seats at entry level for
children from disadvantaged and weaker sections.

2. RighttoFree Education

« No tuition fees or charges can be collected in government
schools.

» Free textbooks, uniforms, and essential learning materials
must be provided.

« A child cannot be expelled or detained until completion of

elementary education.

3. Rightto Safe School Infrastructure

« Safeandstrongschool buildings.

» Separatetoiletsfor girlsand boys.

» Cleanandsafedrinking water.

« Playground and boundary walls for safety.

» Barrier-free access for children with disabilities.
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4. RighttoQualified Teachers
» Properteacher-studentratio must be maintained.
« Teachers must be trained and qualified.

« Teacherscannotengage in private tuition during school hours.

5. Protection from Harassment and Discrimination
« Nophysical punishment or mental harassment is allowed.

« Nodiscrimination based on caste,gender,religion,disability,or
economic status.

« Everychild mustbe treated with dignity and respect.

6. Role of School Management Committee (SMC)
« Parentsare members of the School Management Committee.

+ The SMC monitors school safety, infrastructure, and use of
funds.

e Parents can raise complaints regarding unsafe buildings or
lack of facilities.

»> WhyRTEIsImportant?

The RTE Act empowers children and parents. If these rights are
violated, complaints can be made to the School Authorities,
DLSA/RSLSA, or Childline 1098.
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What are the provisions under Section 19 of the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009?

The main national law related to school infrastructure is the Right
of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009. Sec 19
lays down specific standards for school infrastructure, which
governments are required to comply with.

> KeyInfrastructure Requirements under the Act:

¢ All-weather classrooms: Schools must have classrooms that

are safe and usable in all weather conditions.

e Barrier-free access: Facilities must be accessible to children
with disabilities.

* Separate toilets for girls and boys: To ensure dignity, privacy,
and hygiene.

» Safe drinking water: Every school must have a provision for
clean and safe drinking water.

* Libraryfacilities: Availability of reference materials and books.

* Adequate teachers: Although related to human resources, it is
directly connected to the number of classrooms and effective

functioning of the school.

* Playground/open space: Physical activities are essential for

the overall development of children.

Note- These standards are legally enforceable, and it is the
responsibility of the Central and State Governments to ensure
compliance.
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What are therisks of unsafe school infrastructure?

Collapse of roof/walls: Broken roofs and weak pillars can

causeimmediate fatalities.

Toilet-related issues: In the absence of separate toilets for
girls, they may avoid drinking water, leading to dehydration
and even fainting.

Injuries in playgrounds: Uneven ground and absence of
boundary fencing may cause serious injuries,and children may
even fall onto nearby roads.

Electric shocks: Exposed wires and hanging fans may lead to
burns or even death.

Contaminated water: Unhygienic hand pumps/taps can cause
stomach infections and the spread of diarrhea, affecting
hundreds of children.

> Whatistheimportance of good school infrastructure?

Good school infrastructure is very important because:

1.

2
3.
4

o

It provides a safe and healthy environment for children.
It helps students concentrate better on their studies.
It reduces the dropout rate and increases school attendance.

It contributes to the overall physical, mental, and social

development of children.

It reduces the school dropout rate and increases attendance.

It promotes physical, mental,and emotional development.

It ensures equal opportunities for all children, especially girls
and children with disabilities.

A well-equipped school makes learning enjoyable and
effective.
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> How does unsafe infrastructure affect children and
families?

* Physical harm: Falling in the playground may cause fractures.
Falling plaster from the roof may cause head injuries.
Contaminated water may cause stomach illnesses. Electric
shocks during rains may resultin burns.

* Psychological impact: Fear of sitting under a damaged roof.
Anxiety during rainy weather. Due to the shame of not having
proper toilets, girls may drop out of school.

* Educational loss: When classrooms are closed, children study
under trees in extreme heat. Examinations may be missed.
Dreams of completing Class 10 may be shattered.

* Family distress: Parents may take loans to send their children
to private schools or give up daily wages to ensure their
children attend “safe” classrooms. There is constant fear while
sending children to school.

» Whatarethe warning signs and how to stay safe?

Warning signs of dangerous school infrastructure:

» Cracksinwalls/roofs;falling plaster or paint

« Leakingroofs; waterlogging inside classrooms

« Broken glass;sharp edges of iron or glass

+ Absenceof girl'stoilets or toilets that are dirty/locked

« Exposed electrical wires; hanging fans

« Uneven playgrounds; deep pits; absence of boundary walls

« Unhygienic hand pumps;lack of RO/purified drinking water

O
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> Dailysafety measures:
« Neversitunder adamaged roof or near falling plaster.

« Immediately inform a teacher about broken glass or exposed
metal.

« Usetoiletsonlyif they are clean; inform the Principal if they are
locked.

» Nevertouch exposed wires or wet plugs.

« Playonlyonlevel and even playgrounds.

» Drinkwateronly from safe and approved sources.
+ Iftheschool appears unsafe,inform your parents.
» Whattodoinanemergency:

+ Iftheroof starts cracking: Immediately move towards an open
ground area.

+ Incase of electrical sparks: Do not touch any switches or water
sources nearby.

+ Incase of afight/accident: Inform a teacher or call the police at
2.

e In case of a health issue: Go to the nearest clinic and inform
them that “the school is unsafe.”

> Legal Provisions
» Legal provisions related to unsafe school infrastructure.

« Section 19 of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009: Provides norms and standards for school
infrastructure.
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o Section 75 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act (JJ Act): Causing injury to a child due to
negligence is punishable with imprisonment up to 3 years and
fine.

« Article 210of the Constitution of India: Guarantees theright toa

safe educational environment.

» Whatistherole of RSLSA/DLSA in ensuring school safety?

+ Tospreadawareness about children’s right to safe education.
« To assist parents and children in filing complaints against
unsafe schools.

«  To ensure compliance with laws such as the Right of Children
to Free and Compulsory Education Act,2009.

« To provide legal aid in cases of negligence causing injury to
children.

« Providing legal aid in cases involving negligence causing injury
to children. Filing Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in cases of
violation of the Act.

« Providing compensation for medical treatment of injured
children and assisting them in continuing their education.

« Children/parents can file complaints free of charge. Advocates
represent the child before the Child Welfare Committee.

« 1098 Childline Helpline: Upon receiving a complaint regarding
school safety, the inspection processisinitiated immediately.
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» How Can Children Seek Assistance?

If you feel that the school building is unsafe:

Step1:

« Immediately inform the Principal/teacher.

« Take photographs of wall cracks or broken toilets.

Say:
“This building is dangerous. Inmediate repairs must be
carried out,or RSLSA/DLSA should be informed.”

Step 2:

« Inform your parents and the School Management Committee
(RTE School Management Committee).

« Under the Act, they are legally responsible. They can stop

classes in unsafe classrooms.
Step 3:
o Call1098 Childline (24/7 toll-free).

e Inform them: “The school roof is hanging loose. The

playground is unsafe.There are no toilets.”
« Ateam conductsaninspection within afew days.
Step 4:

« File a complaint before the DLSA (District Legal Services
Authority).

« Advocates may send legal notices and demand immediate

repairs or shifting of classes.
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Step 5:If an Injury Occurs
+ GotoaGovernment Hospital (free treatment available).

« File a police complaint under the Juvenile Justice Act /
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

Conclusion

Unsafe school infrastructure can cost not only dreams but also
lives. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act,
2009 provides for safe school buildings. You have the right to a

safe roof,clean toilets,and alevel playground.

« RSLSA/DLSA fights for safe schools through PILs, legal notices,
and children’s complaints.

» Yourlifeis moreimportant.
« Demandasafeschool.

« Call 1098 anytime. The 1098 Childline provides immediate
assistance.RSLSA protects your right to safe education.

Emergency Contact Numbers

+ Police Emergency: 100,112

« ChildHelpline: 1098 (24/7 Toll-Free)
+ RSLSAHelpline: 15100, 9928900900
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