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> Introduction

Imagine your Class 8 friend suddenly stops coming to school. Her
books stay empty in the classroom. Her mother says she's "gone to
herin-laws' house." At 14 years old,she's now cooking for a stranger
husband 10 years older, washing clothes from sunrise to sunset,
andscared of beatings if dinner burns.

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, Juvenile Justice Act,
2015, and Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 make child
marriage illegal across India, including Rajasthan. RSLSA and DLSA
provide free legal help to stop child marriages and rescue married
children. This chapter explains why child marriage destroys
education and leads to domestic violence, and how laws protect
your right to study first, marry later.

> What do youmean by Child Marriage?

Child marriage is defined as:
o Marriageofagirl below 18 years of age
o Marriage of aboybelow 21years of age

* Whyfamilies force child marriage:
o Poverty: "Marriage solves money problems”
o Tradition: "Our grandparents married young”
o Fear:"Girlwill runaway or get pregnant”
o Debt:"Groom family pays off loans”

Truth: Child marriage creates bigger problems than it solves. Girls
drop school, face violence, early pregnancy risks. Boys lose study
time, get trapped in family fights.

- °
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» Howdoes Child Marriage affects?

¢ How education Suffer?

School stops immediately. Class 10 board exam dreams vanish.

Textbooks gather dust. Teachers mark "married, left" in

registers. You forget multiplication tables and English

grammar learned in Class 6. Coaching classes stop. Science

experiments,sports days,school trips disappear forever.

* HowDailylife changes completely?

(o)

(¢}

(o)

(0)

Wake at 4 AM to cook for 8-12 people
Wash clothes, clean house till sunset
No time or permission for books/studying

School friends move to Class 10 while you sweep floors

* Permanent future damage: No Class 10 certificate means no

government jobs, nursing, teacher training, police jobs. Private

companies reject uneducated candidates. Dreams of doctor,

engineer,|AS officer vanish.

> Isthere any Legal Protection for Education?

YES. Law protects your educationrights.

* Right to Education Act, 2009: Free compulsory education till

age 14.Schools must admit child brides/grooms.
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Increased risk of Domestic Violence After Child
Marriage

» What are the increased risk of Domestic
Violence?
* Young brides face worst violence:

o Husband beats for "not cooking properly" (age 14 cannot
cook like 30-year-old)

o In-lawsinsultas"uneducated village girl”

o Demandsdowryeven after marriage

o Sexualviolence

o Lockedinhouse,nophone,noschoolfriends
* Boysalsosuffer:

o Trappedwithangryfamilyandin-laws

o Expectedtoearnlike adult whenstill studying

o Family fights over dowry money

o Dropschooltoworkasdailylabourer

* Pregnancy dangers : Pregnancy at a very young age is
dangerous for both the mother and the baby. A Child's body is
not fully developed to handle pregnancy and lack of education
also affects proper care and parenting.
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> Whatis Domestic Violence?

Domestic violence is not only about hitting. It can also happen in
many other ways that harm your freedom, confidence,and safety.

Itincludes:
* Physical violence: Hitting,slapping,or hurting your body

* Controlling your phone: Checking messages, stopping you
fromtalking to friends

* Stopping your education: Not allowing you to go to school or
study

* Verbal abuse: Insults, threats, shouting, or constant
humiliation

* Financial control: Not giving money for basic needs or forcing
dependence

Important:

If someone controls your choices, isolates you, or makes you feel
scared or powerless, it is domestic violence.

You have theright to safety,education,and respect.
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> Is there any Legal Protection Against Violence
and Child Marriage?

YES.Child marriage is punishable offence.
* Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
This is the main law to stop child marriage in India. It provides
that:
o Childmarriageisillegal
o Suchmarriage canbe declared voidable

o People who perform, promote, or support child marriage
canbe punished

Punishment includes:
Imprisonment up to 2 years
Fine upto%1,00,000

Punishment for parents, guardians, priests, and others
involved

* Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCS0), 2012

o Anysexualactivity withachildbelow 18 yearsisacrime

O O O O

o Marriage does not make such actslegal

o Protects children from sexual abuse
* Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005

o Section 3: Protects child brides from beatings, insults,
economic control.

* BharatiyaNyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023
o Section 85 criminalizes cruelty by ahusband towards his wife

o Punishable withimprisonment up to 3 yearsandfine
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» What are the Warning Signs and How to Stay

Safe?

* Warning signs of child marriage pressure:

(0)

(¢}

(o)

(0)

(¢}

(o)

Parents suddenly discuss "good alliance/match”
Relatives measure you for wedding clothes

School friends stop attending or wear mangalsutra
Extra cooking practice "for in-laws”

New mobile phones/jewellery from strangers

School dropout pressure "after Class 8 enough”

* Staysafeeveryday:

(o)

(0)

o

(0)

Tell school principal/counsellor immediately about
marriage talk

Memorize 1098 Childline—call from school/ neighbour
phone

Never attend secret engagement ceremonies
Inform 2 trusted teachers about family marriage pressure

Say firmly: "I want to complete studies first,marriage later”

* Duringforced marriage events:

(¢}

(0)

(¢}

Run to police station/temple/school
Shout "Child marriage! I'm under 18! Help!"
Call 1098, 0or 15100 immediately

* Marriageisillegal—panditis committing crime too
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» How Does RSLSA Stop Child Marriage?

RSLSA/DLSA actively prevents and stops child marriages across
Rajasthan:

* NALSA has launched ASHA SCHEME (Awareness, Support,
Help, and Action, Scheme). Under this scheme ASHA units are
constituted in each District. These units ensure that Child
Marriage cases are received and processed immediately to
Child Marriage Prohibition Officer.

* Child Marriage Prohibition Officers: Government officials
legally empowered to enter wedding venues, verify ages, cancel
illegal marriages.

* Legal Notices: Send warnings to parents planning child
marriage. Threaten fines,jail time.

* Post-Marriage Rescue: File cases declaring marriage void ab
initio (never existed). Arrange child bride return to
parental/school home.

* Shelter Homes: Safe houses for rescued child brides waiting
court orders.Continue education,skill training,counselling.

* Free Lawyers: Court battles against family pressure. Win
custody back to education.Punish marriage organizers.

* 1098 Childline Integration: Immediate response teams stop
ongoing wedding rituals within Thour.

* Helpline No. 15100, 9928900900: Immediate legal assistance
provided

- o



> RSLSA 9Tc1 fadig &l A Abdra?

SR 3159 fafdes Tar uifdes~oT (RSLSA)/ e fafdes Jar wfdieor
(DLSA) ISR R H Afehd 19 I §1c1 faTg HI b IR g hed 2

o P fafds Aa1 MABIUT (NALSA) T 301 AT (TP,
A, TERIT 3R HIRATS IS A DI &1 3 Al & dad IAD
vt  31en STt MfSd HY TS &1 A sh1edl I8 JFAYd Bl &
1t faraTe & ATHe! I id STt faarg Aver AfShR ol AT ST |

o dTcT faarg fAve fASN: IRBRT 31ABRT S I B! ®U A
QIS &Y PTG IR FAA &3, 3 AU @3 37K SRBILAT oMl i vg
BB ARG

o BILAI ANfA: ST fAaTg oY ArsTA1 S aTe ATlT-fArdT1 I dra-t Aaid
SIS 3R SIA Dl B S &l

o fdarg & d1q §=14: 2ATE BI Y ab initio (71 BT §S & 781 A
T & foTu AT Gt e &1 STl g ! J1dl-fadl & &R AT Jpe
I FHRATd & |

o 37I3RIIE: STS IS §Tcd gogl & foTl RISI € STeT d 3TeTetd & MG
DI IclTan Bl & | 18T STRI Gl &, Prored WfIeror 3R wmef fen sirar
gl

o Q[ abId: 37aTcTd ol TT8TS 1 HGG B & URAR P GaTd b RIcTh|
9MEl & HRISTh] bl efsd AT &l

* 1098 ATZesells UHIHRUT: R¥T S <cd I fIaTe IS &l 18
FHNRABLAL

¢ FEUTS R 15100, 9828900900 : A B! WERIAT UG- bl
ST g

- o



» How Children Can Get Help Right Now?

If parents plan your child marriage:

First Step—Inform School Immediately

Tell principal/counsellor: "My family wants me to marry
before 18." School calls RSLSA/DLSA and Childline.

Second Step—Call 1098 Childline

Free 24/7. Say: "Child marriage planned. My age . Wedding
date ."

Third Step—Run to Safe Place
Neighbour aunty,temple,government school, police station.
Fourth Step—Police/RSLSA Rescue

Police stop wedding procession.

Legal Truth: You face ZERO punishment for refusing child
marriage. Parents face 2 years jail + ¥1 lakh fine. Marriage

organizers face same punishment.

Important: Even if wedding rituals complete, court declares

marriage void. You return to school. Family cannot force you

again.
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» What Happens When You Ask for Help?

* Youare protected, not punished

Saying no to child marriage or reporting violence is your legal
right.

* Youreducation continues

You can return to school and continue your studies without
interruption.

* Helparrives quickly

Authorities (police, Childline 1098, legal services) can stop the
situation and ensure your safety.

* Youaresupported throughthe process

You may receive counselling, guidance, and a safe environment
if needed.

* Yourfuture stays in your control

Taking action helps you stay safe,complete your education,and

make your own life choices.
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» Conclusion

Child marriage steals Class 10 certificate, government jobs, safe
adulthood. Girls face beatings, early pregnancy death, no
education. Boys lose study time, get trapped in family violence. But
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act makes all child marriages illegal.
RSLSA stops many Child Marriages yearly with police raids, court
orders,school readmission.

Yourright: Study till 18.Live safe violence-free life.

You deserve Class 10 certificate. You deserve safe husband. You
deserve bright future.

Call 1098 anytime. RSLSA fights child marriages daily. Your
education > any wedding.

Emergency Contact Numbers
Police Emergency: 100,112
Child Helpline: 1098 (24/7 FREE)

RSLSA Helpline: 15100,9928900900
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RAJASTHAN STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

Rajasthan High Court Campus, Jaipur Bench
Vidhik Seva Sadan, Vidhik Seva Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur
Phone No. : 0141-2227481, FAX: 2227602
Toll Free Help Line 15100/9928900900
Email: rslsajp@gmail.com, website: http://rajasthan.nalsa.gov.in




