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> Preamble:

Recognizing the intrinsic link between the well-being of
nature, revered as 'mother' for all beings, and women, worshipped
as 'Matra Shakti' (mother power), and acknowledging the
disadvantaged position both face in contemporary society, the
Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority (R5LSA) hereby launches a
scheme for Eco-Feminism 'Yt G| Y& 2025', Inspired by the
Piplantri model' (a village in District Rajsamand) and aligned with
the principles of Eco-Feminism, this scheme aims to empower
women and protect the environment through a collaborative and
community-centric approach, leveraging the existing legal services
framework.

> Vision:
To foster a society in Rajasthan where women are
empowered, the girl child is valued and protected, and the

environment is conserved and cherished, recognizing the
interconnectedness of their well-being.
= Mission:

To implement a pilot project in selected Gram Panchayats
across the 36 District Legal Services Authorities (DLSAs) in Rajasthan,
focusing on preventing female foeticide, promoting girl child
education, combating offences under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, and promoting environmental
conservation through community participation and legal
awareness. The Pilot projects would thereafter be replicated in
other Gram Panchayats after assessment and evaluation of the
scheme,
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= Objectives:

Preventing Female Foeticide and Promoting Girl Child
Education: To actively work towards eliminating the practice
of female foeticide and ensuring access to quality education
for every girl child in the selected Panchayats.

Combating POCSO Offences: To create awareness about the
POCSO Act and establish mechanisms for prevention,
reporting, and providing support to victims in the selected
Panchayats.

Promoting Environmental Conservation: To foster a culture
of environmental responsibility by linking the birth of a girl
child with tree plantation and promoting community
involvement in green initiatives.

Empowering Women through Legal Awareness: To enhance
legal awareness among women and marginalized
communities regarding their rights, entitlements, and
available legal aid services.,

Strengthening Grassroots Engagement: To establish a
strongconnect between the legal services institutions and
the Gram Panchayats, the primary unit of civic
administration, for effective implementation and outreach.

Providing Access to Justice: To extend the reach of legal
services to the most marginalized sections of society,
ensuring access to necessary assistance in matters of health,
education, social protection, and legal recourse.

> Implementation Strategy:

The g1+ Eill AT will be implemented through the following key
activities:
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< Selection of Panchayats: Each of 36 DLSAs of the State, with prior
approval of RSLSA, will identify one Gram Panchayat within their
jurisdiction to serve as pilot project locations, based on relevant
socio-economic indicators and potential for community
participation.

<+ Awareness and Education Programs:

The DLSAs will organize regular awareness campaigns and
educational programs in the selected Panchayats focusing on:

¢ The importance of valuing the girl child and the illegality of
female foeticide.

* The significance of education for girls and available
educational opportunities,

e Provisions and protection mechanisms under the POCSO
Act,

= Environmental conservation and the benefits of tree
plantation.

e Legalrights and entitlements of women and children.

e The role and functions of the DLSA and available legal aid
services.

These programs will utilize various methods such as
community meetings, workshops, street plays, distribution of
informative materials, and engagement of local influencers,

<» Green Initiative - Plantation Drive:
¢ The DLSAs, in collaboration with the respective Panchayats
and the State Forest Department, will initiate a program of

planting a minimum of eleven (11) saplings upon the birth of
every girl child inthe selected Panchayats.

* The responsibility for the initial care and nurturing of these
saplings will be encouraged through community
participation, potentially involving the family of the
newborngirl and local women's groups.
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¢ The Forest Department will provide saplings and assistance
in plantingthe same and future maintenance.

<+ Unique Identity Card for the 'Green Girl":

* The DLSA will issue a special, unique identity card to every
girl child born within the selected Panchayats who is

associated with the green movement (through the tree
plantation initiative).

# This card will symbolically link the girl child with
environmental protection and will contain:
The name and date of birth of the girl child.

The name of the Panchayat.

¥

¥ v

A unigue identification number.
# Thehelpline numbers of NALSA, RSLSA and DLSAs.
# Basicinformation about available legal aid services.
4 Facilitating Access to Legal Services and Public Welfare Schemes:

* Theissuance of the unigue identity card will serve as a point

of contact for the legal services institutions to reach out to
families and provide necessary assistance.

# The DLSA will proactively engage with the families of the
'Green Girls' to offer information and support regarding:

# Accessto medical facilities and healthcare schemes.

# Educational opportunities and relevant government
schemes.

# Available social protection programs.

Legal aid and assistance in case of need, particularly related to
child rights, women's rights, and POCSO0 offences.
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> Collaboration and Coordination:

The RSLSA and DLSAs will work in close collaboration with
the Department of Women and Child Development, the
Forest Department, Panchayati Raj Institutions, local NGOs,
and community-based organizations for the effective
implementation of the scheme.

DLSA Secretary will be the nodal officer for the scheme who
will ensure overall implementation of the scheme and will
convene regular coordination meetings at Panchayat and
District levels to review progress, address challenges, and
ensure synergy among stakeholders.

Minutes of above meetings shall be shared with RSLSA for
overall monitoring at State level.

> Monitoring and Evaluation:

The RSLSA will establish a robust monitoring and evaluation
framewnrktutral:ktheprugressandirnpar:tc:-fthe'?{jx_rl‘rlfhﬂlﬁﬂﬂ',

> Keyindicators for performance:

Changesinsexratioatbirthinthe selected Panchayats.
Enrollment and retention rates of girlsin schools.
Number of POCSO cases reported and resolved.
Number of saplings planted and their survival rate.

Level of awareness among communities regarding relevant
laws and legal services.

Number of families availing legal and social assistance.

The DLSAs will prepare periodic reports which will be reviewed by
the RSLSA.
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> Funds forimplementation:

A detailed budget for the implementation of this scheme will be
prepared by RSLSA, outlining the financial requirements for
awareness campaigns, printing of identity cards, logistical support
for plantation drives, and other related activities. The expenses for
implementation of the Scheme will be met from the funds under
Section 4(c) of Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. Collaboration
with government departments and potential partnerships with
NGOs for resource mobilization will also be explored.

> Sustainability:

To ensure the long-term sustainability of the scheme, emphasis will
be placedon:

s Fostering community ownership and participation.

s Capacity building of local stakeholders, including Panchayat
representatives and community leaders.

s Integrating the scheme's objectives with existing
government programs and initiatives.

* Generating awareness and promoting the replicability of
successful modelsin other Panchayats.

T 991 U arferast af 2025 ot &1 &7 represents a

significant step by the Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority
towards promaoting Eco-Feminism at the grassroots level. By
recognizing the interconnectedness of women's empowerment and
environmental protection, and by actively engaging with local
communities and leveraging the legal services framework, this
scheme is a novel initiative to bring about positive and sustainable
change in the lives of girl child & women and the environment in
Rajasthan.
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‘The Piplantri Village Development Model

The Piplantri Village is located in District Rajsamand in the
south western area of State of Rajasthan. This village has turned up
as the first of its kind model village in the country where the concept
of eco-feminism has been evolved by the then lesser known
common citizen of village who got elected later as a Sarpanch. The
story begins with the vision of a person who was struggling in a
remote village Piplantri surrounded by marble mines. The village
and the adjoining area is a commercial hub of mining activities and
some of best white marble is excavated from the mines located
around small villages. The uncontrolled exploitation of the area
resulted into trade encroachment of public land by the mining
tycoons, This proved to be a great disadvantageous activity for the
village environment and general health of the people than proving
to be uplifting of the life of inhabitants. The poor villagers witnessed
the grave exploitation of immense natural resources through heavy
machines and to utter dismay the loss of clean air and water for the
poor persons. The toxicity of water and air increased and green
patch gone to ashes due to marble slurry and waste dumped here
and there around the villages.

The aforesaid exploitation of natural resources diminished
the fauna and flora and the ecology of the area. The villagers lost
their commeon land meant as grazing field for the animals as the
same got filled up with debris and slurry. The green forest which
used to be the life line of commaon citizens turned up into barren
heap of debris and stones.

This difficult state of affairs was a great challenge for the
villagers and at this juncture, a person with a noble vision came to
their rescue. Shri Shyam Sunder Paliwal, around 20 years back, got
elected as Sarpanch of the village and took a pledge for village
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development by implementing the government schemes by

providing grass-root cooperation through the villagers. When this
gentleman was toiling hard to revamp the site with green, he
unfortunately lost her young daughter on account of dehydration.
This difficult time moved this man to a greater motive and
dedication. He introduced an unparalleled concern in the village
now known as eco-feminism. This was planned around 20 years back
to plant 111 trees on the birth of every girl child in the village. The
whaole village joined hands with its Sarpanch for this noble cause and
here commenced an era of green forestation.

With the passage of time, these small steps made this village
and surroundings a man-made forest. The family in which the girl
was born adopted the trees planted by them as their sons and took
care of their growth and development. This further strengthened
the bond between human and nature as the plantation marked the
birth of a girl child, the grown girls of the village treated these tress
as their brothers to celebrate it in a more happening and pious
manner by tying Rakhis to these trees and thus the village also boast
abouta special festival called as Vriksha Raksha Sutra’' festival.

To make the girls more self-reliant and economically
independent, the villagers introduced a 'Sukanya Samridhi Account'
in the name of their daughters, a kind of fixed deposit for their
welfare. The amount so deposited is useful for their higher
education.

The above initiative created a great environmental awareness
and later enroped the interested persons working in the field of
environment programmes. The festivity introduced through
tradition invited environment lovers not only from India but from
foreign countries as well and thus an another chapter added to the
story of village which now hosts exchange programmes in the field of
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conservation of environment and water. Piplantri has become a
model village for environment lovers and anyone can witness this
story by roaming around the trees like Amla, Mango, Pomegranate,
Mulbkerry etc. planted on the barren exploited lands. This story has
another facet as well. The environmentally awakened and educated
society forced the land grabbers and encroachers to vacate such
land giving more space for further plantation and development of
the natural resources.

These decade long efforts changed the eco-system of the
village which now happily boast about increased water level, clean
air, better milching animal stock and so on. This success story further
invited attention of the government. Various government related
civil amenities quickly came to the village such as construction of
annicuts, development of roads, supply of potable water etc. Now
this village is a model for environmental protection, water
conservation and female empowerment, The village has been
recently visited by various government dignitaries including His
Excellency Governor of Rajasthan, Chief Minister and Ministers of
the Government of Rajasthan and everybody has loudly appreciated
the efforts. The Government of Rajasthan in order to give more
significance to this concept of eco-feminism has brought a training
centre in Piplantri for water management. Now hundreds of public
representatives and officers are being educated about the ecology
and modern water conservation. The development model of this
village is now in the education curriculum in the countries like
Denmark, Canada, America and Japan.

The efforts of Shri Shyam Sunder Paliwal,the man behind the
rejuvenation of the entire village drew the attention at Government
of India also and he has been awarded the reputed Laurel 'Padam
Shree'.
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Inspired by the story of Village Piplantri, many short films and
documentaries have also been made which are available on social
media platforms. Village Piplantri has also received the 'Nirmal
Gram Award'. Piplantri model has been a part of success story in one
of the most viewed national show on Television, 'Kaun Banega
Crorepati'. Recently, the Rajasthan government has also announced
inthe budget to develop Piplantri village as a tourist village.

MNow Village Piplantriis a kind of model village with high ground
water level, pollution free environment, clear drinking water,
milching animals in every house, adequate means of irrigation and
solar panel in most of the houses. Piplantri has generated its own
means of employment by way of small scale industries for medicines
and ather items made of forest produces.

Piplantri village is a shining example of how a difficult task can
be made easy with strong willpower and a small village can attract
international recognition. The Piplantri model combines
environmental sustainability with gender equality, addressing both
the environmental degradation of the village and the societal
challenges faced by girls. The initiative has led to significant
reforestation, improving the village's environment and sensitization
for female empowerment.
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