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Home Secretary
NG I¥hR
Government of India
fef =i, North Block
3 Reh/New Dethi

No. 40—3/2020—DM—I(A) : ’ 23t March, 2021

)GT\?RI W I,
AJAY BHALLA, ias

Dear Chief Secretary,

Kindly refer to Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) Order of even number
issued today vide which guidelines for effective control of COVID-19 hayv
been issued, which will be effective till JUApril 2021, :

2 As you are aware, with the coordinated efforts of the Central and State
agencies, substantial gains have been achieved in containing the spread of
COVID-19, which were visible in the sustained decline in the number of
active cases, continuously for about 5 months, However, a fresh surge in
COVID-19 cases is being witnessed in some parts of the country. Further,

the situation might aggravate in view of the upcoming festivals,

a, It has been observed that there is a general laxity in the observance of
COVID-19 appropriate behaviour. In this regard, my D.O. letter No.
40-34/2020-DM-I(A) dated 19.08.2021 may also be referred. It is again
reiterated that State/UTs should take all necessary measures to promote
COVID-19 Appropriate behaviour in work places and in public, especially in
crowded places. For strict enforcement of wearing of masks, hand hygiene
and social distancing, States/UTs may consider administrative actions,
including imposition of appropriate fine. :

4, It has further been observed that guidelines issued by Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) on containment measures are not being
strictly followed. It is again re-iterated that Containment Zones have to be
carefully demarcated by district authorities, at micro level, and containment
measures shall be strictly enforced by the authorities concerned, taking into

consideration guidelines prescribed by MoHFW.

5. It is of utmost importance to follow test-track-treat protocol in all parts
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6. As emphasized earlier, guidelines/SOPs issued for various activities
shall be strictly followed. States/UTs, based on their assessment of the
situation, may impose local restrictions at district/sub-district and

cities/ward level, with a view to contain the spread of COVID-19. However

8. I would urge you to ensure compliance of the aforesaid guidelines and
direct all authorities concerned for its strict implementation. Further

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

A 1\
(Ajay Bhalla)

To
Chief Secretaries of all States




