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L. All Industries in both urban and rural areas shall operate with stricr
adherence 1o SOPs and Covid-19 safety protocol.
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Abbeidyn- 1

MNo. 40-3 ?D:"H-DM-HA.J
Government of India
Ministry of Home AfFfairs

North Block, New Dethi-1 10061
Dated 28™ September, 2021

— ORDER

Whereas, an Order of even number dated 29* June 2021, wag issued to ensure
compliance 10 the containmen measures for COVID-19, a3 conveyed vide Ministry of
Health & Family Welfure (MoHFW) DO No. Z28015/852021-DM Cell dated 28*
June. 2021. which was further extended for a Period upto 30.09.2021 vide Orders of
€ven number dated 28.07.2021 and 28.08.2021;

And whereas, considering the need 1o PFevEnL any potential rise in number of
Cises i view of the upcoming festive season in the country, MallFW vide DO No.
£.28015/8572021-DM Cell dated 2|* mber. 2021, has issued ap advisory 1o all
States and Union Territories (UTs), for a continued focus on "Prompt & T ffective
Continment Measures’ as well as “Acceleration in the Pace and C overage of COVID
Vaccination™:

Whereas. in exercise of the powers conferpad under section 62 )i} of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005 (DM Act), National Disaster Managemen Authority (NDMA )

has directad the undersigned to issue an Order. for containment of COVID-19 in the
COUnLry:

Now, therefore, in exerpise of the powers, conferred under Section I 2X]1) of the
DM Act, the undersigned, hereby directs the State’ UT Governments and Swate’ U'T
Authorities 1o consider implementation of Prompt & EfTective Coninment Measures,
3 vonveyed vide aforesaid MoHFW ddvisory dated 3¢ September, 2021, as per
Annexure-1. until 3| -10.2021, States’ UTs. will fake the necessary mcasures, under the
relevant provisions of the DM Act. It is further directed thar

(i) The National Directives for COVID-19 Mansgement s specified in Anmexure
IL. shall continue 1o pe sirietly followed throughour the country,

(il All the District Magistrates shall strictly enforce the ahave maasures. For the
enforeement of social distancing, State/ [T Governmenis may, a3 far as possible,
Use the provisions of Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrpCy of
1973,

(1ii} Any person violating these measimes will be liable to he Procecded agains ns per
the provisions of Section %1 1o 60 of the DM Act, besides legal action under
Section 188 of the IPC, and other legal provisions g4 applicahle.

e
w>

203
lﬁsz

and, Chairperson, National Executive Committee {?s’Ef ]
To:
| The Seeretarics oF ’inistries’ Departments of Government of Ingia
2. The Chief Sﬂt‘rﬂaﬁﬁﬂﬂminisu'atm of States Union Territaries
(As per list attached)

———
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Copy to:
L. All Members of the National Executive Commimee
Member Secretary, National Disaster Man agement Auvthority
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T Governmen! aof Indiz
AT WOV, amévow . Depanment of Health and Family Welare
~ ¥y e T i Miristry of Health and Family Weifa-a
RAJESH BHUSHAN, 1as |
SECRETARY

As you are aware, the Gove. of India bas been issuing Guidelines and Advisories
frem time to time to the States/UTs 1o Assist their efforts in containing the on-going Covid
pandemic. Att=ntion is specifically drawn to the letter issyed on 5* January 2021 whersin
Union Health Ministry had sdvised States o keep a “strict vieil” and ke S1€ps 30 as 1o
cur spike in Covid cases, On 217 February 2021, 20 April 202] and 24" April 2021, all
States were advised not o lower their guard, enforce Covid Appropriste Behavious
(CAB) and to follow effective surveillance strategies in respect of potentlal super-
spreader events. Vide D.O. No. Z-28015/8372021-DM Cel] dated 25° Apeil 2021, a
framework based on district-wise positivity rate and bed eCoupancy rate was providad 1o
the States wherein the Starss could mitiate local containmen: mansuzes Fimanly focused
on restricting inter-mingling of people on the basis of this framework. This framework
Wes refterated by Ministry of Home Affairs vide their Order Neo40-32020-DM-Ir 4
dated 29* April 2021, Further, vide D.O no. Z-2801 $/0V/ASH2021-EMR. daed 2>
Seprember 2021, States were advised 1o ensure Frompt action on the framework referrsd
W in earficr letters and 10 ensure surge survedllance for Variant of Imeress {VOlL) and
Varkmt of Concern (VOC), Important action points for regular follow up at Stae U7
level has also bean rejterated by Cabinet Secretary’s 1.0 letter No_ 2772 F2021-CAB .1
dated 20° September 2021 addressed 1o all Chief Secretaries,

-3 Covid-19 siill remains a gmve and conlinuing public health challenge i wur
wountry. While the coumtry is witnessing a sustained decline in the pomber of daily cazes
as well as daily deaths but the 2 surge of Covid-19 is sl not over, Globally also, the
Surge in cases s being reported across multiple countries. Thi SUrge In cases has
reinforced the imporance of implementation of Covid Appropriate Behaviour (CAB) in
addition 1o vaccination efforts.

3 Amidst the rise in new cases of Covid-19 acress the globe and even with the
consistent decline in India’s 2™ surge, Indin has 3.09 lakh active cases and is sill
reporting deily cases as high as 30,000, Hence, there is 2 need for 2 cominued focus on




wh
4 In the coming months. various fesifyiies will {ollow ens afier the other 6 31
Deveniber 2021,
 Dae 1t Festival |
7" October — 14™ October | Navratri
| 15" Detober ' Dussehra
i 19" October | Milad Un-NabiEid-e-Milad |
5 24" October . Karwa Chauth
i 4* November - Diwali _
5" November Govardhan Puja |
5 November BhaiyaDooj |
10™ November . _Chhath Puja |
i 199 Novernber Ciury MNanak Jovanti
| 25 December ! __Christmas =
| 31" December . New Year's Eve

5, This is 2 critical period as there may be a tendency to ignore COVID-safe behavior
durng festivals, resulting in large patherings, cvents, fairs etc. It is crifical to enforce
adherence 1o guidelines to allow festivities in o cautious, safe and Covid appropriate
manner. Any liary in implementation of Covid Appropriate Behavior could lead 1o
serious consequences and can result in a surge in ceses,

6. MoHFW vide its letter dated 25 April 2021 and subsequent advisury issued by
MHA on 2% April 202 had already isswed detsiled instructions oo Containment
Framework and for putting restrictions to manage the spread of COVID-1% infection
Dristricts were directed to endertake stringent containment measures in identified
areas based on test poritivity and strain on healthcare system.

__ Criteria & s Theeshold |
' Test positivity Test positivity of 10% or more in the |
| last one week
, OR
: Bed aceupancy Bed cccupancy of more than 80%, ca |
L gither oxygen supported or ICU beds

7. However, as a maner of abundant castion. no mass gatherings should be allowed
in areas identified a8 containment zones and in districts reporting more than 5% case
positivity. Gatherings with advance permissions and limited peopls (as per local cuntext}
may be allowsd only in districts reporting a positivity rate of 5% or below, These
gatherings shall also be monitored and in case of violations of physical distancing and
mask usage norms, necessary enforcermnent and penal actions should be taker:,

* e — _ contd..3 -
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8 Restrictions asd relaxutions shall be imposed and menitored based on w cokly case

T POSIlETy or a high bed Sccupane) {Oxygen and IC1T Feds) and restrictions if any <hall be
amposed withowt am delay and for a minimum Period of 14 days hesides continued
ocus on the five-fold strategy of Test-Track-Treat-Vaccinate and adierence to COVID
Appropriate Behaviour,

9 Tu safely navigate through the festive season witheus any adverse consegueness in
the form of infcction outhreak, it is imporant tha Swares continue to diligently follow
the five pillars of COVID-19 Management ic "Test-Track-Trear-Vaccinate and
adherence to COVID Approprizsie Behavior™

L. Testing:

Asntigen Test (RAT) shall be made availabie i rural and remots arcas of the
Statz. Testing should he ramped Up in areas reporting high number of cases,
and'or incrensing trend high positivity to aid early identification.

¢ To ensure sufficiet RT-PCR machines and RAT kits to enahls requirad
level of testing ncross all dastricts particularty during the whole festival
season and adequate logistics planning accordingly.

* Undertake testing in arcas with specilic and vulnerahle population w sid
curly detection
2. Track:
* Containment zomes shall be claarly delinsated as per the guidelines issued
by MoHFW based on cluster of cases W contain spread of infection

* Active case search through formation of special t2ams in contanment
Zomies.

*  Effective contact fracing, their t=tine and monitoring of high risk contacts.
3. Trean:
*  Upgrodation of hau'ty infrastructure based on case Irajeciony in the disirict
5 crucial to avoid case fazality,

* Completion of PSA Plants in hospitals both Governmeent and private op 3
mission mode including waallability of madical gas pipeline (MGPSL and
trained manpower,

*  Availability of exygen through oxygen cvinders and concentratoss
particelarly in rural areas,

* Adeguate availability of drugs in all COVID dedicated facililies including
e mainaining buffer siock of drugs.
candd, 4/~
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Availabiliny of required health infrestrocturserrersl aress & T e SO
an Covid=19 Containment & Management in Rural. Pen-Urban & [ribal
Avrens dated 18th June 2021,

« Similarly. upgrading health infrastructure to manags pazdiatric Covid-19
cases vide Guidelines for Management of Covid-19 in Children.

+  Undertaking upskilling ‘reskilling of medical stall and felds functionarics
on latest Clinical Management Protocol and availahility of sufficient trainad
manpower in all COVID dedicated facilities.

«  The available funds under Emergency COVID Response Package 1 shall be
promptly leveraged for upgrading the health infmstructurs.

. To monizor mutations, if any, States shall send required number of sampies

2s per the SOPs already issued for Whotle Genome Sequencing to INSACoG
Labs.

4. ¥Yaccination:
. Sime-wide vaccination of ¢ligible age groups may be accelerated
+ Cowverage of eligible second dose beneficiaries shall be pricrizized.
- Optimal usage of aliocated doses through minima wastage.

£, Covid Appropriate Behaviour:

« Community engegement is a critical clement of susmined COVID-19
management.

» Effective IEC In local language duly utilizing medical professionals and
local influencers 1o promote Covid-safe festivites.

- Need 1o undertake cffective communication with community on elements of
COVID-appropriate behavior which includes use of masia/face covers,
following physical distancing {2 gaj ki doori) and practicing respiratesy &
kand hyvgicne.

. Need for monilorng the adheremce to Covid Appropriate Behavious and
guidelines.

—— 10, Necessary directions needto_be issued adequately n advance by the Stare A
governmenty for practicing caution during the apcoming festival season,

comd..5
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| Thers should be strict adherence (o limits on_gatherings linhed with availabilin
ol 3[Ee 1o ensure effective physical distancing Use of volunteers to aid thermal
serecnuings and o enforce use of masks and physical distamcing shall be considerad
Closed circuin cameras may also be utilized to monitor compliance to physical distancing
and use of mask

12.  Guidelines already issucd with respect to malls, local marksts, and places of
worship. as available on Mol FW website dated 1= March 2021 and 308 November 2071
shall be strictly followed ut the district level. Any violations of the guidelines shall entait
imposition of necessary restrictions to aveid a spread of infection.

|3 As an abundant caution, States can continue with night curfews. weekend curfows
and ather restrictions to highlight that COVID is stil] not over and 1o influence adbsrence
10 COVID-appropriate behavior.

|4, Suates shall ciosely monitor the case trajectories across all districts on a daily
basis to identify any early waming signals and shall ensuse imposition of restrictions and
adserence o0 COVID Appropriate Behaviour as 2 non-pharmaceutical intervention 1o
control the spread of infection. It is imporant that these puidelines sre refterated and
ensured by the State Governments amongst all concerned for effective follow up in a
mission mode approach o maintain the gains made so far in COVID-19 management and
aveid any resurgence of cases.

Yours sincerels,

S
{Rajesh Bhushan

To sChiels A doatalt ol ftas T

Copy to : Additional Chief SecretaryPrincipal Secretary'Secretary, Health - All St UTs

Copy for information 10:-
| Cabinet Secretary, Cabinet Sectt., Rashmrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.

2. Home Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delki
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(Rajesh Bhushan; S
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