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From
Chief Secretary
Government of Uttarakhand,
Sachivalaya, Dehradun,
Untarakhand

All Distriet Magistrates
Uttarakhand.

To

USDMA Dehradun, Dated: 10th January, 2022
Subject: Execution of Covid Guidelines issued by Election Commission of India.
Sir,

The Election Commission of India has issued revised Broad Guidelines 2022 fur
conduct of general election Bye-elections during Covid (Copy enclosed). The District
Magistrates are direcied 1o note the above mentioned guidelines and the provision/role
spelled owmt for State Executive Comminze (SEC) and Distriet Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) for containing / managing the spread of Covid pandemic during the
electoral process.

Therefore you are directed to ensure its execution in letter and spirit and appraise the
undersigned on regular basis,

Enclosed as above,

Your's Sincerely

Qs

b i
(Dr. Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, 1AS)

Copy forward for information and necessary action

1. Director General of Police, Uttarakhand,

2. Secretary, Medical Health & Family Welfare, Govi. of Uttarakhand.

3. Secretary, Department of Disaster Management and Rehabilitation, Government of
Uttarakhand.

4. ACEO (Admin.) USD MA, Uttarakhand.

3. DG, Medical Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of Untarakhand.

6. Guard file, 3

=

(Dr. Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, IAS)




From
Chief Secretary
—  Government of Uttarakhand, — - —
Sar:hivalﬂ}'ﬂ.. Dehradun,
Uttarakhand,
To
All District Magistrates
Uttarakhand

USDM A Debradun, Dated: 1004 Januvary, 2022

Subject: Execution of Covid Guidelines issued by Election Commission of Indja,

The Election Commission of India has issued revised Broad Guidelines 2022 for
conduct of general electiog/ Bye-elections during Covid (Copy enclosed), The District
Magistrates are directed 0 note the above mentionad guidelines and the Provision/role
spelled out for Stare Executive Commitree (SEC) and District Disaster Management

Authority (DDMA) for containing / managing the spread of Covid pandemic during the
electoral process,

Therefore vou are directed 1o ensure jis €Xecution in letter and spirit and appraise the
undersigned on regular basis,

Enchgeﬂ as ghg‘rg,

Your's Sincerely

(Dr. Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, IAS)

Copy forward for information and necessary action

. Director Genera) of Police, Untarakhand, |

Secretary, Medical Health & Family Welfare, Govi. of Uttarakhand.

Secretary, Department of Disaster Management and Rehabilitation, Government of
Uttarakhand.

ACEOQ (Admin.) USDMA, Uttarakhand.

DG, Medical Health & Family Welfare, Gowi. of Uttarakhand.
Guard file.

L

Lad

cr.u.;-l‘-u.

(Dr. Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, 1AS)
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Election Commissian of India, on 21= August 2020, had Issued “Broad
guidelines for conduct of General EIEthDnﬁ,-'E‘;-E-me-:tjans during COVID-19", The
General Elactions to legislative assemblies of Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam,
West Bengal and Puduchery were conducted accordingly. The Commissian had

also issued Further Instructions, from time to tme, in view of the emerging COVID
dircumstances and advisories issyad oy Ministry of Home Affairs and MoHFW,

- Article 172(1) of the Constitution of India states that the term of the

legislative assembiy shall be five years from the date of its first meeting, The term
of state assemblies of Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Aurfjab, Goa and Manipur Is
due to expire starting from 15.3.2022. The relevant provisions of The
Representation of Peoples Act, 1830, and The Representation of Peaples Act , 1951
govemn the electoral procass,

. Commission held consultations with all Mational and State Political partias

in all the pol| going states who Suggested that elections should be heald in time
while enforcing the covid appropriate behaviar.

- Commission also held consultations with Union Home Secretary, Union

Health Secretary and Medical experts, Chief Secretaries and Health

Secretaries of al poll going states regarding prevailing covid situation
and measures being taken/ planned by them,

- The safaety of vote and voters, both are equally and critically Important in the

democracy. Therefore, i is duty of the Commission to fulsi Its constitutional
mandate and those of Authoritiag/ Committee(s) under the Disaster Management
Act, 2005 (DM Act) to extend SUpport 2 per lagal and institutional framewark to
steer elections even during unprecedsnted pandemic for PuUtting elected
government in place within due time,

. The Disaster Management Act, 2005 (DM Act) provides for the affective

management of disaster(s) and for matters connected therewith or incidental
therato. A Comprenensive institutional regime has been sat up under the DM Act
with National Disaster Management P.uthu-rj!',r{NDHA} at the Apex level y/e 3(1),
Mational Exacutive Committee (NEC) L/s8(1), State Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA) /e 14(1), State Executive Lommittee (SEC) headed by the
Chief Secretary of the State u/s 20(1) and the District Disaster Management
Authority headed by District Magistrate u/s <5(2a). The DM Art mandates and
makes such designated Aurhnrltiﬁftnmr'nittea[s] responsible to prepare plan;
prescribe  regulatory/ mitigation regime and enforcement thereg: seak
community/ inter 2gency coordination and to manitor implementation of the
prescribed directions to contain, mitigate, contral damage and providing
assistance to the efected persons. The DM Act also empowers the designatad
authorities; Committes(s) to take appropriate legal/ punitive action against
violators of its directions ufs 51-60 of the Act.

Commission, after brefing by the Chairperson of the NEC and the Chaimpersars
of the SECs of the five poll going states, taok note of the action being taken from
time to time by such designated authoritias / Committee(s) under the lagal /
institutional mechanism cregied by the DM ACt, 2005, With Fespact to the
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pandemic caysed by Covid 19 and subseguent variants of the same,
Implementation of the Covid apprepriate behavior as Per the regime prescribed
By such designated Autherities / Committee(s) assumes criticality during the
electoral process. In view of Variant of Concern (VOC) named as Omicron natified
by MoHFW and the prevailing situation, the Commission has axamined its existing
guidelines and hereby, in supersession of all its earlier guidelines on the subject,
furthar revises/ modifies its broad guldelines comprehensively to complement
and mot repeat not to substitute the mndamf'—respunsfbilil:r of the
Authorities/ Committee(s) under the Disaster Management Act, 2005 (DM Act).

The Commission directs that during electoral process Chief Secretary at State
level and District Magistrate at District level, shail be primarily responsible for
menitoring, supervision and strict enforcement of thase COVID guidelines and the
guidelines issyed by NDMA and respective SODMA/DDMA, whichevar is more
stringant,

Details of the broad guidelines are as follows:

Lilm.lnlls.u__ny_m_'ﬂllﬂﬂl___utﬁﬂm_q
Candidates/Qthers

1. It is expectad that al] stakehalders namely political parties, ca ndidates,
campalgners, voters and authorities €ngaged in the election process shall
always be conscioys of their prime duty towards public health / safety and
tharefore shall abide by these genaral Instructions and other norms of
Covid appropriate behavior as mandated by the respective authorities
prescribed under the law.

2. No road show, Pad-yatra, cycle/bike/vehicle rally and procession
shall be allowed tll 15 lanuary, 2022 Comimission shall subseguantly
review the situation and Issua further instructions accordingly,

3. No physical rally of Palitical parties or probable candidates or any other
group related to elaction sha!l bas allowed tlli 15 January, 2022 Commission
shali subsaquently review the Situation and Issue further instructions
accordingly.

4. However, physical rallies during the campaign period, as and whan
permitted after the decision of the Commission shall pe conducted
subject to adherence to extant COVID-19 guldelines. The maximum limit
of persons allowed for Indeor and cutdoor rally/meeting shall be as
PEr existing direction of respective SDMAs. For these meetings political
parties shall distribute masks and sanitizers to persons attending and
maintain COVID pretocol at entry and exit point.

3. District Election Officer should take fellowing steps for this purpgse:

I, District Election Officar should, in advance, ientify dedicatad
grounds far public gathering with clearly marked Entry/Exit points,

II. In all such identified grounds, the District Election Officer should
ensure that markers for social distancing norms are put in placa in
advance by organisers of the meating/rally.

III.  District Election Oificer-and District Superintendent of Polica shauld
ensure that the number of attendees do not exceed the lmit
prescribed by State Disaster Management Autharity for public
gatherings. DEQ sheuld depute Nodal Health officers to gversee that
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COVID-19 instructions/guidelines  are followed guring these
meetings.

IV.  Tha political parties and candidates concerned shall ensure that all
COVID-19 related Fequirement like face masks, sanitizers, thermal
Scanning ete. are fulflllsd during each of slection rélated activities,

Further, railies and meating shall be allowed only in earmarked places

and with prior permissions of district adminm?r"u_tinn.

7. Each pelitical Party/candidate shaj| furnish an undertaking in the
application form [under Suvidha) that |t shall ahide By all the extant
Instructions/quidelines in this regard.

8. Allocation of public Spaces must be done using Suvidha app in the manner

already prescribed by Commission,

5. Between 8 PmM and 8 am no rallies and public meetings (akin to
shall be aliowed on any_campaign_day.
10. MNukkad Sabhas (meeting) will not be allowed on public roads, round
abeuts or public streets or corners,

11. Further, Palitical parties and candidates are advised tg conduct thair
Campaign as much as possible through digital / virtual/ media
platforms /mobile based mode instead of physical mode eNsuring strict
compliance of Covid safety norms,

12. Door to Door Campaign- & maximum of 5 (five) persons Including
candigate, excluding security Personnel, if any, shall be allowed to do doer
W dogr campaigning,

13. The convoy of vehicles shall be broken after every 5 {flve} vehicles
2nd Interval betwaen two Sels of convoys of vehicles should be haif an hour
instead of 8ap of 100 meters, (In sUpersassicn of Para 5.8.10f Returning
Officer's Handheok 2015). During the parmitted Lempalgn period, convoy of

vehicles will be allowed only for movemeant of vehicle from ona peint to
another point for campaigning.

14. The maximum number of star campalgners for recognized
Mational/State political parties has been fixad I { for
unrecognized political parties 15 in place 2f 20. Reguest for permission for
campaign by star L@mpaigners may be given at |east 48 hours before the
start of campaign to make all necessary safety arrangements.

13. No victory Procession after the counting shall be allowed ang not more
than two persons shall be allovied to accompany the winning candidate ar
his/her authorized represen tative to receive the certificate of elaction from
Retumning Officsr,

16, If a candidate or political party violates any of the above
guidelines, no further permission shall be given to the concemed
candidate/party for rallissg, meatings ete.

17. The Commission on 26t December. 2021 has directad Secretary, MoHFW —
to issue direction to treat ali eligible govt. officials, deployed/engaged for
elections, at par with Frent Line Workers (FLWs) in the pall going states
and to give them additional precaution dose of COVID-19,
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All person involved with the electoral process shall wear face mask
during the cencerned election relatad activities,
Social distancing norms shal| be strictly abidag by all persons
connected with election related activities as per the extant COVID
guidelines of the State Goyt. and Ministry of Hame Affairs,
All Polling Personnel/Security D‘Ersnnnei;"i:miﬁtlng Staff shall be doubly
vaccinated before depluyin-gfengaging in election related activities,
Mo Poling Agent/ Counting Agant ate. allowed to enter Counting
hall/polling station without doubly vaccination.
Mo person shall be  allowed to enter Counting hall without double
vaccination and if they are not vaccinated,/single vaccinated, RT-
PCR/PAT from authorized lab will be required within 48 nours from start
of mrllng.-‘cnuntlng.
AL the entry of hall/ room/ Premises usad for election purposes:
* Tharmal Scanning of all persans shall be carried out;
* Sanitizer shal| b made available an all entry points,
As far as Practicable, large halls should be identifled and utilized to
ensure social distancing nerms.
Adeguate number of vehicles shall be mobilized for movement aof
polling personnel, Security persannsl tg snsure compliance of COVID-
19 guidelines,
Create awareness amang the public for coviD Appropriate behavior
including self-mo nitoring.
i MNodal Health Officer shall be deslanated for he
State Level, the District Level and the Azcembly Constituancy Level to

oversee COVID related drrangements and, preventiye measures during
entire electoral process,

First & Second randomization and préparation of EVMs/VVPATs shall

be done in large halls.

sanitizers shall be provided in sufficiane quantity for use during the

process,

Gloves shall be made available to mach official handling EVM/VvBAT.

on Ma i Election Material Kit will be prepared in a spaclous
and sufficiently large hall fellowing all safety, sanitation and social
distancing measures.
i er

Large halls/spaces should be identified for distribution/collection of

election material.

As far as practicable, it should ba organized in decentralized mannar.

iil. Prior time should be allocated to the polling teams for

distribution/collection of election matarial,

0’
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Timing for 3rd randomization of palling staff pe Increased from 24 hrs
to 72 hrs. in arder to avald large gathering of poliing staff at dispatch
Centres,

(This is In supersession of ECI No. 464/Inst/ 2008/EPS dated 19t
September, 2008)

— —

The fc:!!-::wing items shall be provided to every polling official and security
personnel (Other than those where PPEs ara needed) in addition to other
Erescribed items:

.  Mask

. Sanitizer

. Face-Shield
. Gloves

i
l.  Asfar as practicable, tralning of election efficials will be organized
in decentralized mannar at large halis.

. Training far election officials may be organized through online
mode,

. ANl PPTS, tralning materials, relevant documents, topic wise video
clips, question papers for self-assescment may be upleaded in
3pp/ portal so thae any election official can access i as per
Fequirement,

V.  Sufficient number of Polling/Counting/Pall related staffc shal also
be kept in reserve by DEQ/RO, to replaca In casa any polling
PeErsonnal displays COVID-19 symptome.,

ion P Following additional oplions to facilitate cnline
mode are heraby provided:

I. Nominatian form will also pa avallable conline on the website of
CEOQ/DEO. An intending candidate may fill In it enline and ks print may
be taken for submitting before the Fatumning Officer as specified in
Form-1 (Rule-3 of Conduct of Election Rules 1961),

i, Affidavit may also be filled in online on the website of CEQ/DED and
ts print can be taken and after notarization it may be submitted along
With the nomination form before the Retuming Officer,

option of degosit in cash |n the treasury,

. Candidate may have tha option to seek his/her electar certification for
the purpose of nominatian onfina, 3

V. Number of persons to accompany candidate for submission of
Nomination is restricted to two (2). (This Is in Supersession of 5 (five)
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as per the existing Para 5.8.10f Returning Officer’'s Handbook
2019},

. Maximum number of vehicles for the purposes of nomination is
restricted to two (2) {This is in supersassion of the @xisting Para
5.8.10f Returning Officer's Handbook 2019

ii. Returning Officer’s chamber should have sufficiant space to perform

—the functioms of noemination, scrutiny and symbol aliocation following
scclal distancing norms.

li. Retuming Officer should aliot staggered time in advance to
prospective candidates,

x. Large space for waiting for candidate(s) should be arranged.

x. All steps required to be taken for the submission of nomination form
and affidavit shall continue ko Operate as per the provisions contained
in the Representation of the People Act, 1951,

3E. of n in ti
There shall be maximum 1250 electors instead of 1500 glectors in 2
polling station.

36.

Lommission has issued detailed instructions for assured rminirrum
facilities at each polling station. Now, In view of COVID situation,
following additional facilities/steps should be taken;
Mandatory sanitization of Polling Station, preferably, a day bafore
the paoll.

. Thermal Scanner at tha éntry point of every paolling station
kocation.

lll. Thermal Checking of voters at entry point of polling staton
iacaﬁanfﬂuliing station, aither by palling staff or Para Medical skaff
ar Asha worker.

iv.  If temperature is above the set norms of MoH&FW at first
reading, then it will be checked twica and if it remains, then
the elector shall ba provided with token/ certificate and will
be asked to come for voting l. At the
last hour of poll, such electors shall be facilitated voting,
strictly following COVID-18 related preventive measures,

¥. Help Desk for distribution of token to the voters of first come first
basiz 5o that they do not wait in tha gueus,

vi.  Marker to demaonstrate social distancing for queve.

vil.  Earmarking circle for 15-20 persons of 2 vards (& feet) distance
for voters standing in the queue depending an the availability of
space. There shall be three gueyes each, for male, female, and
PwD/ Senlor citizen voters,

viii. The services of BLOs, volunteers etc may be engaged to monitor

i and regulate social distancing norms stricthy,

ix. One shaded waiting areas with chairs, dari etc. will be provided,
for male and female separately, within the polling station premises
50 that voters can participate in voting without safety concerns,

by
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X,  Wherever possible, Booth App shall be ysed at the poiling station,
xl.  Sanitizer sx ould be provided st the entry/exit paint of every
rolling station,
#l.  Face Masks in reserves for those electors who are naot Carrying
the mask will be kapt,
wili, Awaranessg posters on COVID should pe displayed at vizible
—IoCatione=—— AT s
Kiv, Sitting arrangement in Poling station for the polling pereonne and
polling agents shall be made a5 per the norms of social distancing,
xv,  If polling agent or counting 2gent is having temperature above the
prescribed limit, then their raliever shall be allowed Oy Presiding
Officer, who will k2ep 2 record accordingly,
¥Vi. During the Process of identifieation of voter, the voters will require

xvil. At any given time, only L{one) voter shall e allowed to stand in
ill, Hanpd gloves shal| be provided to the voter, for sig ning on the voter
¥lx.  Sanitizers shal be kept inside the booth at appropriate lecations

Xx.  COVID patients and all ather whe may e under quarantina wil| be
gllowed tg cact their vote at the last hour of the poll day ar
their respective Pelling Stations, under the supsrvision of health
2uthorities, strictly Following COVID-19 ralatad preventive
Measures. Sactor Magistrates shal Coordinate this activity in thejr
allocated polling stations.

37.

Uption of Postal Baliak facllity has been extendad to the electors af

following caiegories:

l.  Electors who are flagged as Persons with Disabilities (PwD) and
who are having benchmark disabilities,
li.  Electors above the age of 80 years
. Electors employed in notified Sssential sarvices
Iv. Electors wha are COVID pesitive/suspect and in Quarantine
{homeafinstitutional

38. -
| 5 Strong Room should be sanitized before the storage of palled
EVMs,
Il. Social Distancing and other safety norms shall pe followed far
each activity.

o
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1 3%, Counting of votes -

* At entry of Counting Hall there must be facility of Thermal Scanning
and Sanitizer,
* Lounting Centers shall be disinfected before and after the counting.

* Lounting Hall be sufficiently big to maintain soclal distancing, proper

ventiation. windows, sxhaust fan ete, S5 Nt
= Anyone, even after double vaccinated, having any symptom of
COVID like fever, Cold etc, will not be allowed in Counting hall,
* Every Counting Officlal and Security personne! be provided with
Mask, Sanitizer, Face-Shiald and Hand Gloves,

I. Not more than 7 counting tables should be allowed in a8 counting
hall. Hence, cou nting of votes of a constty &NCy may be considered
at 3-4 halls by appointing additional Assistant Returning Officers,
{In supersession of Instructions dated 30th April, 2014}

II. Tha counting centers shall be disinfected befora, during and after
the counting.

IIl. For counting of Postal Ballots, additional number of AROs may be
required. If required, Postal Ballots may also be counted in a
separste hall under the Supervision of the Returning
Officer/Assistant Rety ming officer,

i. DEO shall appaint a Modal Oificer at each Ceunting Centre to
ensure compliance of COVID guidelines with assistance of Nodal
Health Officer and Compliance Certificata in r/e Counting Centre
arrangement as per COVID guidslines from Health Authorities be
taken.

I, List of counting agents be made svailable by candidates to RO by
1700 hours on day thres days prior to counting,

. Mo public gathering outside the counting venue during process of
counting.

iv. Candidate may appoint/raplace counting agents in case report is
positive.

Needless to add that anybody wviolating Instructions on COVID-19
measures will be liable to be Proceeded against as per the provisions of Saction
31 to 60 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005, besidac legal action under Section
188 of the IPC, and other legal previsions as applicable, as specified in Order No.
4&-3;2025—0&1-1{&} dated 29°° July, 2020 of Ministry of Home Affairs, District
Election Officer should bring this to the notice of all concerned.

Further , the Chief Secretary cum Ex officio chairperson of the
State Executive Committee under section 20 of the DM Act, 2005 shall ,
as and when required and as per the evolving/ contextual Needs of the State, at

- .




e — T

once bring to the notice of the Commission any new trend, development /
situation that js ngt Coverad by these broad guidelines for General Elections
and warrants Commission’s Intervention during the alectaral Process in the state
50 as to enable Commission to Issue further Spprogriate instructions wirk respect
to electoral process and thereby complementing the mandate/ efforts of the
State Executive Committes in cantainingy managing the spread of pandamic.
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